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SERMON   XXVII. 


z  Cor.  XV.  3. 

For  I  dtUvered  unto  you  firfi  of  all,  that  which  I  alfo  re- 
ceived,  haw  thai  Chri/l  died  far  our  Jins,  according  to 
the  Scriptures. 

&r.  Paul,  meaniag  ia  this  chapter  to  maintain  a  very  fiin-  SERM. 
damental  point  of  our  religion  {the  refurre&ion  of  the  XXVII. 
dead)  againft  fbme  infidels  or  heretics,  who  among  the 
Corinthians,  bi&  fcholars  in  the  £idth,  did  oppofe  it;  doth, 
in  order  to  the  proof  of  his  aflertion,  and  refutation  of 
that  p^iucious  error,  premiie  thofe  do6trines,  which  he 
having  receive4  both  from  relation  of  the  other  Apoftles, 
and  by  immediate  revelation  from  God  himfelf,  had  deli- 
vered unto  them,  Iv  crpfloroi^,  in  the  Jlr/i  place,  or  among 
the  prime  things;  that  is,  as  mod  eminent  and  important 
points  of  Chriftian  do£bine;  the  truth  whereof  confe- 
quantly  (Handing  upon  the  fame  foundations  with  Chris- 
tianity itfelf,  upon  Divine  revelation  and  apoftolical  teili- 
mony)  could  nowife  be  difputed  of,  or  doubted,  by  any 
good  Cbrifiian.  Of  which  do£bines  (the  coUe£tion  of 
which  he  ftyleth  the  Go/pel;  that  Gofpel,  by  embracing 
and  retaining  which  they  were,  he  faith,  to  he  faved)  the 
firfi  is  that  in  our  text,  concerning  the  death  of  our  Lord, 
undergone  by  him  for  our  falvation :  which  point,  as  of 
all  others  in  our  religion  it  is  of  peculiar  confequence,  io 
it  much  concemeth  us  both  firmly  ta  believe  it  and  well 
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S£KM.  to  underftand  it ;  for  it  is  by  faith  in  his  blood  that  we  are 
.  XXVII.  juftifiedj  and  by  knowing  Chrift  crucified  we  (hall  be  chiefly 
Ronuiii.  cdified;  the  word  imparting  this  knowledge  being  the 
**•  power  of  God  to  falvation.    It  therefore  I  mean  now,  by 

Rom/i/iei  God's  afliftance,  to  explain  and  apply;  the  which  I  ihall 
Ptoitip.  III.  Jq  generally  and  abfolutely ;  without  any  particular  ac- 
commodation of  my  difcourfe  to  the  words  of  this  text ; 
yet  fo  as  to  comprehend  all  the  particulars  obfervable  in 
them.  The  death  of  our  Lord  then  is  my  fubjed,  and 
about  it  I  (hall  coniider,  i.  Its  nature,  or  wherein  it  did 
confift.  2.  Some  peculiar  adjun6ls  and  refpeds  thereof, 
which  commend  it  to  our  regard,  and  render  it  confidera- 
ble  to  us.  3.  The  principles  and  (impreflive  and  merito- 
rious) caufes  thereof.  4.  The  ends  which  it  aimed  at ; 
together  with  the  fruits  and  efie&s  of  it.  5.  Some  prac- 
tical influences,  which  the  confideration  thereof  may  and  * 
fliould  have  upon  us. 

I.  As  for  the  nature  of  it  we  mud  aflirm,  and  believe 
afluredly,  that  it  was  a  true  and  proper  death ;  in  kind 
not  different  from  that  death,  to  the  which  all  we  mortal 
creatures  are  by  the  law  and  condition  of  our  nature  fub- 
Pf.  ixxxix.  jeft,  and  which  we  muft  all  fometime  undergo ;  for,  tVhat 
*^'  man  is  he  that  liueth  and  Jhall  not  fee  death;  that  Jhall 

deliver  his  foul  from  the  hand  of  the  grave  P  that  deaths 
which  is  (ignified  by  ceflation  from  vital  operations  ;  (of  all 
motions  natural  or  voluntary,  of  all  fenfe  and  knowledge, 
appetite  and  paffion ;)  that  deaths  which  is  caufed  by  vio- 
lent difunion,  or  diflocation,  by  diflempering,  or  however 
indifpofing  the  parts,  humours,  fpirits  of  the  body,  fo 
that  the  foul  can  no  longer  in  them  and  by  them  conti- 
nue to  exercife  thofe  fun£iions,  for  which  its  conjunction 
thereto  was  intended,  and  cannot  therefore  fitly  refide 
therein^;  that  deaths  which  is  fuppofed  to  confift  in  the 
diflblution  of  that  vital  band,  whatever  it  be,  whereby  the 
foul  is  linked  and  united  to  the  body ;  or  in  that  which  is 
thereupon  confequent,  the  feparation,  department,  and  ab- 
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fence  of  the  foul  from  the  body;  each  of  that  couple,  SERM. 
upon  their  divorce,  returning  home  to  their  original  prin-  XXVII. 
ciples,  as  it  were ;  the  body  to  the  earth  from  tvhence  it  Gen.m.ig. 
was  takeny'ZXiA  the  Jpirit  unto  God  who  gave  it.     Such  ^^^^^*  *"• 
caufes  antecedent  are  fpecified  in  the  ftory ;  fuch  figns  pf.  cW.  29. 
following  are  plainly  implied,  fuch  a  ftate  is  exprefled  in 
the  very  terms,  whereby  our  death  is  commonly  fignified : 
the  lame  extremity  of  angiuih,  the  fame  dilaceration  of 
parts,  the  fame  effufion  of  blood,  which  would  deftroy  our 
vital  temper,  quench  our  natural  heat,  ftop  our  animal 
motions,  exhauft  our  fpirits,  and  force  out  our  breath,  did 
work  upon  him  ;  neceflarily  producing  the  like  effefts  on 
him,  as  who  had  ailumed  the  common  imperfedions  and 
infirmities  of  our  nature ;  in  regard  to  which  violences  in- 
flicted upon  him  he  is  faid,  airoxra/ye^dai,  to  be  killed  or  A6b  Hi.  15. 
jlain;  lia^xjaftfytr^oti,  to  be  dijpatched;  avoitp&tr^ony  to  be  ^wade^anJx.ae. 
away  ;  oanxi^daiy  to  ptrijhj  or  be  deftroyed;  If oXoS^swfo-^ai,  !&•  H".  s- 
to  be  cut  off,  as  it  is  in  Daniel;  a-^irleir^at,  to  bejlaugh-^^  xi.  50. 
tered;  ^8<r^ai,  to  be  facrificed ;   which  words  do  all  of^*^'^'^- 
them  fiilly  import  a  real  and  proper  death  to  have  enfued 
upon  thofe  violent  ufages  toward  him. 

And  by  the  ordinary  figns  of  death,  apparent  to  fenfe, 
the  foldiers  judged  him  dead ;  and  therefore,  co;  elSov  uxnlv 
?^  r^mflivTOL,  feeing  him  already  dead,  they  for  bare  to  break  iohn  x\x, 
his  legs:  by  the  fame  all  the  world  was  fatisfied  thereof;  ^^* 
both  his  Ipiteful  enemies,  that  flood  with  delight,  waiting 
for  this  utmofl  fuccefs  of  their  malicious  endeavours  to 
deftroy  him;  and  his  loving  friends,  who  with  compaf- Mark  xiv. 
fionate  refpeft  attended  upon  him  through  the  courfe  of  lu^c  xtiii. 
his  fufiering;  and  thofe  who  were  ready  to  perform  their  ^7. 
laft  offices  of  kindnefs,  in  procuring  a  decent  interment  of35. 
hb  body. 

His  tranfition  alfo,  and  abiding  in  this  ftate,  ar&  ex- 
prefled by  terms  declaring  the  propriety  of  his  death,  and 
its  agreement  with  our  death.     St.  Mark  telleth  us,  that 
h^iwvwwrey  animam  efflavit,  he  expired,  breathed  out  his  Mark  xt. 
foul,  or  his  laft  breath ;  St.  Matthew,  af^xf  to  mvwfMi,  awi-^*„  j^^\\ 
fnam  egit,  he  let  go  his  fpirit,  or  gave  up  the  ghc/i;!io. 
Si.  John,  vfapSSwKt  rh  wmjfjM,  he  delivered  up  his  fpirit  into  John  xix. 
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SE&M.  Go4's  band;  the  which  St.  Luke  expreflfeth  donf.  with,  a 
XXVIL  formal  refignation ;  Father j  £sdd  he,  into  thy  hands  I  cam" 
LofcBxuii.  ^'^^^  (^^  I  depofe)  my  Jpmt ;  he  doth  alfti  hoQlelf  fire- 
^^  ^  quently  exprefs  his  dyhig  by  laying  down,  his  2^  and 
J2f"  '  iffbiraiig  t/  «s  a  ranfomy  w)iich  fliewetl^  lum  reaUy  tp 
JohnxT. w.  ii^yij  parted  with  it. 

xitL  87.  *       Vih  death  aUb  (aa  ours  i«  wonv  to  be  denoted  by  lifc^ 

iJohniii.6.^^^g^  is  termed  1^^^  eflsceffi^  e  vivis,  a  going  out  of 

life^  or  from,  the  fociety  of  meot;  (for  Mofea  and  mias  a^ 

Lttkeix.8i.fiud  to  tell,  ri^  4^o8o»  aM,  his  deceajh,  which  be  Jhould  a/c^* 

'Aj^,^  ^^' compiyh  at  Jerufakm i)  and  iMMiASwHf  a  pafSng  over>or 

Aaixx.89.tFanQation  from  this  into  another  world;  (JVhen^  Ui^ 

JlphiixuLi.St*  John,  Jefus  knew  that  his  time  was  come,  1m  ff^a^ 

that  he  Jhoidd  depart  from  this  world.)   His  death  alfo  was 

4ekn  ii.  la^  enigmadcaUy  defcribed  by  ^<^  deftruSiion  or  demoliihoieni 

^^•tfexxti.^  Aij  bodily  temple^  anfwerable  to  thole  circumlocu- 

9  Gbr.  ▼•  K  tk>ns  concerning  our  ordinary  death ;  the  diffhlutian  of  our 

earthly  heufe  qftahemacle,  or  traofitory  abode,^  in  St.  Paul ; 

8  Pet.  i,  14.  the  imi^wig  tS  vxy^mi^mu  laying  down^  or  putting  off  our 

tabemade,  in  St.  Peter. 

It  were  alfo  not  hard  to  (hew,  hov^  all  other  ph^ifes 

4nd  circumlocutions^  by  which  human  death  is  exprefled, 

either  in  holy  Scripture  or  in  ufual  language^  or  among 

philofophers  and  more  accurate  fpeakers^.  are  either  ex- 

prelkly  applied^  or  by  confequence  are  plainly  applicable 

to  the  death  of  our  Saviour ;  fuch»  for  inftance^  za  thefe 

iTim.iv.   in  Scripture;  ^cyoAuo-i^,  being  refolved  into  our  principles, 

Phil.  i.  98.  ^^  ^®  returning  of  them  thither  Whence  they  came;  ebr^ 

Lukeii.a9«Xtio-i^,  a  being  freed,  licenfed,  or  difinified  hence ;  hA^ula 

8  Cor.  ▼.  8.  tx  r«f  ffM/Mcrof ,  a  going,  or  abode  abroad ;  a  peregrination, 

or  abfentment  ^rom  the  body ;  an  %cBvorif,  puttmg  ofi^  or 

Aa*  xiri.    being  divelled  of  the  body ;  an  dfavta-fjiisf  difappearance^ 

Ckn.xxT.s.^  ceffiition  in  appearance  to  be;  a  going  hence,  and  not 

jX\x.^^,9u1' being  feen;  a  falling  onfleep,  refling  from  our  labours, 

13.  IH.^.'./^^^  ^^l^  our  fathers,  being  addedy  and  gathered  to  our 

"^|»-  *•  fathers;  being  taken,  or  cut  off  out  of  the  land  of  the  Uv- 

IxxxviU.'  4.ings  going  down  into  the  pit ;  lying  down,  refting,Jle^!mig 

ifa'xxxviii  *^  ^^  ^^*  making  our  bed  in  darknefs:  thefe  and  the  like 

itt.xxvi.i9.  Bxek.  xxti.  8a  Dan.  xii.  13.  Jdb  irii.  %u  xvii.  16.  xx.  ii.  xxi.  86.  xvU.  la. 
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p)xrafe)(  oocuiting  hi  Scripture  (which  liiiglht  be  ptfriJkled  SERM. 
out  of  vulgar  fpeech,  and  out  of  learned  difcourfes)  ^tefcrib-  XXVII. 
kig  «ither  the  emratice  into,  or  the  aibi^ng  in  the  flate  of 
that  death,  to  which  all  men  are  obnoxious,  mi^t^eafily- 
be  flfewed  itp^jhclable  to  the  death  of  lofur  iSaviour.  His  tt- 
fitrre£don  do£h  imply  the  rbdity  of  his  deaths  for  othar- 
wife  it  had  not  been  miraculous,  it  bad  not  been  a  ple^;e 
of  our  refurredion.  Bvti  I  will  not  farther  neeAefsly  in- 
fift  upon  expKcadng  or  confirming  a  point  fo  dear,  and 
never  tnSlfanderftood,  or  quefiioned,  except  by  fome  mid 
and  prefiunptuouft  heretics. 

Our  Salviour's  death  then  was  a  true,  iieail,  and  pMper 
death,  iidtidbile  to  that  Irail,  pafiible,  and  mortal  ttetui^, 
which  he  vouch&ied  to  imdeigo  for  us ;  to  the  condition 
dfjbrfidjl^,  in  the  Uientfs  wherecf  ht  did  appear  $  fev^.Rom.viii.3. 
ing  his  fotd  and  body,  and  remitting  them  to  their  ori- 
^nal  focorceb ;  his  paflScrti  was  indeed  uhimumJbppUciumj 
an  Wftreme  ci^ital  ptftdfhteent,  the  higheft,  in  the  laft  re- 
Mt,  n^iich  in  this  world  either  the  fierceft  injuftice  or 
the  fev^feft  jufiicie  coidd  inSiA :  for,  to  kill  the  lody  is,  as  Matt.  x.  9t. 
our  Loid  himfelf  taught,  the  tttmoft  limit  of  all  human ''"''^'^**^ 
power  and  malice ;  the  mdft  and  worft  that  man  can  dm ; 
they  have  not  xi'po^iripi^  ti,  any  thing  beyond  that  which 
they  can  attempt  upon  us ;  and  fo  far  did  they  proceed 
with  our  Lorik  Such  was  the  nature  of  his  death  j  fuch 
indeed  as  Was  requifite  for  the  accomplifhment  of  the  ends 
gad  effeds  defigned  thereby. 

2.  Let  'US  now  confider  thofe  peculiar  adjun6te  and  re- 
fpeAs  of  our  Lord's  death,  (together  with  his  whole  paf- 
fion,  wherebf  his  death  was  the  chief  part  and  final  com- 
pletion,) the  which  do  commend  it  to  our  regard,  and 
amplify  the  worth  thereof:  Tuch  are,  i.  Its  being  a  refult 
of  (Sod's  eternal  rdblution  and  decree,  a.  Its  being  a 
matter  of  free  confent  and  conrpaft  between  Ood  the  Fa- 
ther and  faift  only  Son.  5.  Its  being  andently  prefigured 
and  predifted.  4.  Its  being  executed  by  God's  hand  and 
providence  gmding  and  governing  it ;  and  by  man's  affion 
cxmcurring.    5.  Its  being  the  death  of  a  perfon  fo  holy 
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SERM.  and  innocent^  fo  high  and  excellent^  of  God's  Son^  of  God 
XXVIL  the  Son. 

I.  It  was  a  refult  of  God's  eternal  counfel  and  decree  ; 

it  was  no  cafual  event,  no  expedient  fuddenly  devifed^  or 

dipt  from  providence,   but  a  well-laid   defign,  from  all 

eternity  contrived  by  divine  wifdom,  refolved  upon  by 

divine  goodnefs.     As  God  did  (by  the  incomprehenfible 

perfefition  of  his  nature)   from  thence  forefee  our  lapfe 

and  mifery,  fo  he  did  as  foon  determine  our  remedy  and 

means  of  falvation.     As  the  whole  of  that  myfterious  dif- 

penfation  concerning  Chrift,  fo  efpecially  did  this  main 

Ephef.  iii.  part  thereof  proceed  xara  'sxpo^ea-iv  rouv  aleuveoy,  according  to 

"'  an  eternal  purpofe,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaketh ;  for  our  Saviour 

Rev.  xiii.s.was  a  Lawb  Jlain  (in  defignation  irrevocable  Qain)  Jrom 

tlie  foundation  of  the  world ;  as  it  is  faid  in  the  Revela- 

1  Pet.  '\.  i9..tion :  and,  Wey  (kith  St.  Peter,  were  redeemed  by  the  pre- 

cious  blood  of  Cliri/i^  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemijh^  and 

without  fpoty  vrpor/vaxTfjLeve  fiiv,  foreordained  indeed  before 

Luke  xxii.  the  foundation  of  the  world :  and  our  Saviour  went,  as  he 

^^'  telleth  us  himfelf,  to  fuffer,  xard  to  copjo-ftevov,  according  to 

jLSisxuiz,  what  was  determined:   and,  //  was  by  the  determinate 

ciffinfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God^  faith  St.  Peter,  that  he 

was  delivered  up  into  thqfe  wicked  hands  that  flew  him  j 

nor  did  tlie  confpiracy  of  Herod  and  Pilate,  with  the  na^ 

tion  and  people  of  the  Jews,  effefit  any  thing  about  it,  be- 

Ads  iv.  98.  yond  ?(rft  ^  X^V'  ^^^  ^  /SuX^  Qe5  vrpoaopia-e  yevi&M,  whatever 

the  hand  and  counfel  of  God  (or  God's  cfie£lual  purpofe) 

had  predetermined  to  come  to  pafs.     Such  an  efpecial  care 

and  providence  of  God,  concerning  this  matter,  fo  ex- 

prefsly  and  fo  frequently  recommended  to  our  obferva- 

tion,  do  argue  the  very  great  moment  and  high  worth 

thereof.    What  God  declareth  himfelf  to  have  had  fo 

.  early  and  earned  a  care  of,  mufl  be  matter  of  highefl  con- 

fideration  and  importance. 

2.  It  was  a  matter  of  free  confent  and  compaft  between 
God  and  his  Son.  God  did  freely  and  gracioufly  (out  of 
merciful  regard  to  our  welfare)  proffer,  that  if  he  would 
pleafc  to  undertake  to  redeem  hi^  (loft  and  enflaved)  crea- 
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lure,  an  honourable  and  comfortable  fuccefs  to  his  enter-  SERM. 
prife;  that  he  would  accept  his  performances,  and  that  XXVII. 
the  defign  (hould  profper  in  his  hand:  he  did  willingly 
embrace  the  propofal^  and  applied  himfelf  to  the  perform- 
ance :  IVhen  thou  Jhalt  make  thy  foul  an  offering  for  fn^  ifa.  Mii.  9, 
thou  fhalt  fee  thy  feed,  and  prolong  thy  days,  and  the  plea^ 
fure  of  the  Lord  fhall  profper  in  thy  hand :  thou  fhalt  fee 
^the  travail  of  thy  foul,  and  fhalt  hefatisfied;  that,  in  the 
Prophet's  language,  was  God's  propofition:  and,  Lo^  /Heb.x.7,6. 
came  to  do  thy  wUl,  0  God ;  that  was  our  Saviour's  reply 
in  correfpondence  and  confent  thereto.     God,  in  confide- 
ration  of  what  our  Lord  would  obediently  fuiTer,  did,  as 
our  Saviour  telleth  us,  hari^sa-^eu  ^a-iXslav,  covenant  ^OLukexxH. 
kim  a  kingdom  ;  committing  a  fovereign  authority,  aflign-  ^^' 
ing  an  univerfal  dominion  to  him;   in  virtue  of  which- 
tranfa&ion  it  was  that  Jefus,  for  the  fuffering  of  death,  Hcb.  ii.  %. 
was  crowned  with  glory  and  honour;  that  lecaufe  he  pouredl^  liii.  13. 
out  his  foul  unto  death,  God  divided  him  a  portion  with  the 
great ;  that  he  being  obedient  to  the  death,  God  exalted  VhWSu  9^9. 
him,  and  gave  him  a  name  above  all  names.     In  this  re- ^°"^*'^'^-^' 
gard  are  God's  eleS  and  faithful  people  faid  to  be  given 
unto  him  as  a  retribution  to  him,  who  gave  himfelf  for 
them',  {Thine  they  were,  faith  our  Lord  to  his  Father, John xvii.e. 
and  thou  gaveft  them  me  ;)  hence  are  we  faid  to  be  bought 
with  a  price;  hence  is  the  Church  pur  chafed  by  his  blood :  gul.  \\u  13. 
there  was  therefore  a  covenant   and  bargain  driven  be-^^'*^'* 
tween  God  and  his  Son  concerning  this  affair;  and  ofiPet.  i.  19. 
huge  confideration   furely  muft  that  affair   be,  wherein       **'28. 
fuch  perfons  do  fo  deeply  intereft   themfelves,  traffick- 
ing, and,  as  it  were,  (landing  upon  terms  with  one  an- 
other. 

3.  That  the  great  excellency  and  efficacy  of  our  Sa- 
viour's death  and  paffion  might  appear,  it  was  by  mani- 
fold types  forefhadowed,  and  in  divers  prophecies  fore- 
told. Indeed  moft  of  the  famous  pafllages  of  providence 
(efpecially  the  fignal  aflli^ons  of  eminent  perfons  repre- 
fenting  our  Saviour)  do  feem  to  have  been  prefigurations 
of,  or  preludes  to,  his  paifion.  The  blood  of  the  right- 
eous protomartyr  Abel,  (hed  by  an  envious  brother,  for  p«"'  '^  '<>• 

Lukcxi*  5]* 
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8BRM.  aoc^able  obedience  performed  by  hinU  to  <Sbd'i  wtU^ 
XXVII.  and  crying  to  heaven^  might  prefigure  that  blood,  which 
Hcb.xii  84.  ^®^  ^^®>  although  with  another  \di(Xy /peaking  betHr 
»-4-  things  than  the  blood  of  Abel;  not  fad  complaints,  and 
luits  for  vengeance^  but  fweet  entreaties  and  interceffions 
Heb.  xi.  7,  for  mcFcy.  Ifaac,  the  only  fon,  the  fon  of  promife,  his 
^^'  oblation  in  puipofe,  or  death  in  parable j  as  the  ApofUe  to 

the  Hebrews  fpeaketh,  did  plainly  reprefent  our  Saviour> 
the  promifed  feed,  Ins  befang  reaUy  ofiered,  and  afterward 
miraculoufly  reftored  to  life.    Jofeph's  being  fold,  and 
put  into  flavery  by  His  envious  brethren,  being  ilaader^ 
Pfal.cT.i8.oufly  accufed,  and  ihut  in  prifon,  (whofe  feet  they  hurt 
with  fetters;  the  iron  entered  into  his  foul;)  and  this  by 
God's  difpofal,  in  order  to  his  exaltation;  and  that  bb 
Gen.  zlv.  5.  might  be  a  means  of  preferving  life,  and  preparing  a  con- 
venient habitation  for  the  children  of  Ifrael,  doth  well  re*" 
Luke  unr.  femble  him,  who  byfuffering  entered  into  his  glory;  who 
Heb.  V.  9.  ^^^hf  l^^g  perfe&edf  became  author  offalvation  to  kis 
hthniAy/.a.brethrenj  all  true  Ifraelites ;  who  went  to  prepare  manfions 
of  reft  and  light,  a  heavenly  Goihen,  for  them.    David's 
perfecutions  foregoing  his  royal  dignity  and  profperoua 
Plal.  xviii.  ftate ;  which  he  exprefleth  in  fuch  ftrains  as  thefe ;  The 
^  forrows  of  death  compaffed  me,  and  the  floods  of  ungodly 

men  made  me  afraid;  the  forrows  of  hell  compaffed  me 
about f  and  the  fnares  of  death  prevented  me;  how  they 
may  adumbrate  the  more  real  extremities  of  our  Lord's 
afflictions,  previous  to  his  glorious  exaltation,  I  leave  yon 
to  confider;  as  alfo  the  reft  of  fuch  paflages,  having  a 
myfterious  importance  accommodable  to  this  puipofe. 
However,  all  the  facrifices  of  old,  inftituted  by  God,  we 
may  with  fuller  confidence  affirm  to  have  been  chiefly 
preparatory  unto  and  prefigurative  of  this  moft  true  and 
Hcb.ix.33.perfed  facrifice;  by  virtue  whereof  indeed  thofe  diro^f^- 
^'"*  ^'  fA€nr«,  and  axia),  umbratic  reprefentations  (or  infinuations) 
cBd  obtain  their  (ubftance,  validity,  and  eSeSt :  if  they  did 
not  figmfy  this  in  defign,  they  could  fignify  nothing  in 
Heb.iz.aa.efieft;  for  as  without  fliedding  of  blood  there  was  no  re- 
mi/fion,  (God's  anger  would  not  be  appeafed,  nor  his 

Levit-  xvii.  juftice  fatisfied  without  it  5  it  being  blood,  which,  accord- 

II* 
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hig  to  God's  prdbriplion^  4bA  make  ^mtemmi  for  the  SERM. 
/mU,)  as  tbc  a|3|>oiiitment  xrf  tbofe  facrifices  did  fpeak  and  XXVI  I. 
fig/oSfy;  ib  it  was  impx^ffBde  that  the  blood  of  lulls  «M<Heb.x.4. 
g^ais  ^fiwuld  4uht  away  Jin  ;  tliat  thofe  legal  gifts  andfa^  ^*^  9>  ^*'  ^ 
cr^^aes  Jkould  peifeSt  fhe  oonfcience  ff  him  that  did  ihefrr* 
we ;  thift  wo,  fliould  entirely  stkxre  hitai  tif  pardon  and 
mmpuitdtj,  or  vtitt  bk  Mm  e  ttramg  •nd  dear  hope  tff  God'i 
fimiur:  the  fivei  of  beaRs  wtre  not  in  value  aniWer- 
abie,  nor  ooold  fitly  be   fubrdgated  inftea^  of  men's 
ibdla^  which  had  voftnded^  alid  tbenoe  were  litfbfe  to 
deaths  tlie  efibfion  «f  Uieh-  hkxxl  could  not  reafcMUkbiy 
Mttfy  a  ana's  wnfefamo^  fsafible  of  «^t  efcid  feaifdl  of 
Ood's  difideafme,  that  by  it  God  waa  Mif  ^ppeafbd) 
diey  anift  therefore  refer  tmto  a  xptlrruo  ^oaii^  a  tnore  at^Hekii.ao. 
cettemt  facrifkt;  one  flioit  fofficfent  in  itfelf^  and  n«ll% 
acoeptaUe  to  God;  in  virtue  of  whidb,  attxi  ki  regard 
tlnreto,  in  might  be  thorouglily  esfnated,  God's  wteth 
might  be  propitiated^  dlivine  vengeance  moglit  beremored^ 
the  mind  of  man  therefeve  xnfight  be  ocftrforted  atid  xmt* 
tented.    The  high  prieft's  entrance  once  a  year  into  the 
holy  of  holies,  not  without  blood  to  atone  for  his  ownwttdHeh.  ix.  7^ 
the  people^s  ignorances,  (or  mifcarriages,)  did  imply,  that'*^^' 
OCT  great  High  Priefl  ihould  make  one  bloody  atones 
ment  for  the  ofieaces  of  mankind,  and,  paiBng  through 
the  veil  of  mortal  flefli,  (hould  enter  into  the  true^imAvai 
fanAorum  of  heaven,  there  to  appear  in  the  prefekea  of 
Qodfor  us  ;  exhibiting  the  yirtue  of  his  meritorious  ^af* 
fion,  together  with  his  efiedual  interceilion  for  meh^  to* 
ward  us.    Efpecmlly  the  pafchal  lamb,  in  its  fidbftanoe^ 
(as  a  lamb,  meek  and  gentle,)  in  its  qtudity,  (as  without 
blemafh  and  ipot,  pure  and  innocent,)  in  its  mannw  of 
preparanon  and  dreffing,  (being  killed  by  all  the  aflembly, 
having  its  blood  Iprinkled  iqxm  the  doors  of  every  hoafe^ 
being  roafted  with  fire,  having  bitter  herbs  for  its  iauoe,) 
with  other  obfiMvable  oircurafiances  about  it,  was  a  mofR. 
i^^xifite  emblem  of  Chn/l  our  paffhver  ;  who  not  only  by  1  Cor.  t.  ;• 
Ub  death  dUL  fignify,  and  mind  us  of,  but  did  really 
achieve  onr  ddiveraiice  from  Ae  myfiicid  £gypt»  our 
ftate  of  fpiritual  botifdage.    So  did  ancient  type^  exhibit 
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Slil^M.  moft  heinous  ^  ever  oommitted  by  men^)  is  the  death  of 
T^^h  ^^^  Lord  confiderable. 

5.  But  more  iihmedi^ely  thie  qittfty  and  cdndhion  of 
ottr  Savioi!rt:^s  'perfon  do  ttMft  cb^ottkend  to  uii^  aihd  advance 
P(ai.  cxvi.  ^t  w6i*th  of  his  dea^ :  if^  as  the  PTakttift  fidth^  preddus 
}J;  *""•    in  the  fight  of  the  L(9r'd  is  the  death  of  his  faints;  if  t!le 
^  Cor  **  *^'^P°^^«  candour  and  tmbleUiifhed  integtity  of  a  laWib  do 
1  Pet.  ii.  9-2.  make  its  blood  precious,  and  qtralify  it  for  an  acceptdt>le 
}^^^?j"^/facrifice;  how  valuable  to  God  «iall  be  the  death  of  s, 
rteb.  vii.    petfon  fo  perfeftly  holy  and  innocent  j  who  did  not  fe 
96> «;•      ujiich  as  know  fin;  in  whofe  mouth  no  guile  ivas  ever 
found ;  who  was  hoiy,  htmnUfsy  undefiled^  removed  (ait  in- 
fifthe  diflanice  removed)  jf^m  finners  ;  who  needed  not  to 
tifferfacrificesfor  his  own  fins;  whofe  death  therefore  for 
others  Was  apt  to  be  mokie  available  and  actoeptaUel 
Again^  if  the  Kfe  of  a  king  be  (as  Idng  David's  people 
2S«in.KvtM.toldliim)  ti/orth  ten  thoufaHd  Hves;  if  it  be  a  moft  efior* 
a.xx.ih  ^i^g  cnine  and  higheft  treafon  to  imagine  his  death; 
how  trainable  inuft  be  the  death  of  a  perfon  fo  incompa* 
Aas  iii.  i5.titbly  tranfcendent  in  dignity,  of  the  Lord  of  glory,  of  the 
Pfhtce  of  life!  Ye  denied  the  holy  and  thejt^  One;  yejlew 
1  Cor.ii.  B.the  Prince  of  life:  They  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory:  !b 
the  ApofUes  do  aggravate  the  bufinefs.    But  a  iartfaer 
iieight^  a  perfed  immenfity  indeed^  of  worth  and  efficacy^ 
Ittiidt  needs  accrue  to  the  death  of  our  Saviour^  from  his 
bdmg  the  Son  of  God ;  from  his  being  God^   (one  and 
ihe  -fame  in  nature  with  his  almighty  and  all-glorious 
1  ^o^hh  i.  >.-f  ather:)  for  it  is  the  blood  of  Chrifi,  the  Son  of  God,  which 
^l^'^s,1>Ufgeth  us  from  aU  fin;  jeh,  God  himfdf  did^  as  St. 
Tlu  u.  14.  j^ul  faith  in  the  A£ts^  purchafe  the  Church  with  his  own 
blood;  it  is  the  great  God,  and  our  Saviour  Je/us  Chri/l, 
it/ho  gave  kimfelffar  us,  that  he  might  reinfm  ns  from  all 
%  John  iii.  iniquity :  BXiA,  Hereby,  faith  St.  John>  perceive  we  the  love 
>••  of  God,  becaufe  he  laid  down  'his  life  for  tis.   That  the  im- 

Ihortal  God  (hould  die^  that  %he  Moft  High  fbouid  be 
debafed  to  fo  low  a  coTMlition,  as  it  cannot  be  heard  with- 
out wonder^  fo  it  could  not  be  undertaken  without  huge 
refUbn^  nor  accompUihed  without  mighty  effed :  well  in- 


dead,  might  fuqh  a  condelcejDfion  ferve  to  9]dvanpe  us  fircm  SERM. 
the  baleft  fiate  to  any  pitch  of  houour  and  hapj^in^fe;  X^VIL 
weU  m^t  ow  drop  of  th^t  royal  blood  of  heaveA  fuffipe 
to  purchafe  ma^y  worlds^  to  ndhm  inm^m^ntM  live%  pi^ 
iiie%  to  e^ipiate  w  ii^finUy  of  fins^  however  gii^v.ou9.  aa4 
boL  B#t  to  mjucb  for  thp  peculiar  adjuiid:^  and  refpe&^f 
of  ow  Lord's  death. 

3*  Im,  u&  now    cQofider   the   caufes  a^d  priociple^ 
wbeace  it  proceeded  *,  which  moved  God  to  dotermii^  i^ 
and  our  Lord  to  undertake  it;  they  were  ip.  I^oth  a^ 
SK)ft  voluntary  and  fm*:  of  the  Father  it,  is  $ud«  M  phufi^i^^  IHI 10. 
the  huri  to  bruyk  hmi  «^  *r*aW.  fiwtb  QW  Lprd  iAH^'^Vf' 
the  Pfidm^  I  C9n^  i^  4^  thjf  ufUl^  O  Qodj  th«^  is»,aiL  tfec^ 
Apofltolo  the  llehr^wSk  e^^poi^nde^  it^  t^  O^i^  not  U)c^ 
blppd  of  be^a  v^  facrific^  but  my- own  Vody^  aacordii^ 
to  thy  will  and  appoiptnient :  and,  74ue  ccivimqitdni^n/^ John  x.  is. 
lakh  he  in  St.  John,  i  received  o/nu/.  Fitfki^f  to  hjfi  dou/u 
mjf  Iffe:  and,  Th^  cup^  faith  he  again^  whkk  my,  JVi/A^Johnxviii. 
A^/A,  gkm  n^yjhall  I  not  drink  it  f  (o  on  the  fatber'a^^' 
^rty  and  on  our  Saviour's  fikewilSa^  it  wa^i  no  lefs  volun^ 
tary;^  for,  Non^  faith  he,  takeih  my  lif^from  me,  (tluMiJcAnx.  is. 
i%  it  is  not  from  any  neceifity  or  co^lpuliion  that.  1  do 
part;  with  it,)  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myfelf,  (with  abfolute 
choice  and  freedom;}  /  have  power  to  lay  it  doum,  and  Ijohnvi.51. 
koive  power  to  rejume  it :  and.  The  bread,  faith  he,  which  /^^"*  '''* 
jAei/  givCy  is  myfi^y  which  IJhall  give  for  the  life  of  the  Gal,  ii.  90, 
w0rld:  The  Son  of  man  came  to  give  his  life  a  ranfomforr^^  ^i,  u. 
nony.   The  yielding  his  fleih  to  death,  the  paying  his  life 
a  raofom,  were  deeds  of  ^t,  perfe^y  free:  and  i&x 
hoth  in  regard  to  God  ^  Father  and  the  Son  this  per^ 
£Drmance  was  voluntary,  St.  Paul  together  thus  exprefir 
eth;  Who  gave  himf elf  for  ourfinsy  that  he  might  deliver  Ga\,  \.  4. 
ns  from  this  prefent  evil  world,  according  to  the  will  of 
God  and  our  Bather :  fo  this  death  iflued  from  the  joint 
wills  of  God  and  his  Son.    But  as  the  volitions  of  every 
iotelUgent  and  wife  agent  do  always  proceed  from  foii^e 
principle  inclining^  or  are  directed  according  to  fome  ipi* 
pulfive  caufe  moving  to  them,  fo  divers  principles  and 
caufes  of  thefb  voluntary  a£ts  are  declared  in  Scripture ; 
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SERM»  the  chief  of  which  are  reducible  to  thefe  two;  one  inter- 
XXVII.  Daily  difpofing  God*s  goodnefs  ;  the  other  externally  in- 
viting  man's  diftrefs.  The  cafe  flood  thus:  mankind  lying 
in  a  fad  and  forlorn  eftate,  opprefled  by  Satan,  enflaved  to 
fin,  fubjeft  to  a  rigorous  law,  expofed  to  the  feverity  of 
juftice,  tormented  by  the  fenfe  of  guilt,  fearful  of  divine 
wrath  and  due  vengeance;  in  fhort,  by  the  fentence  of 
heaven  and  by  the  fuffrage  of  confcience  within,  con- 
demned to  punifhment  unavoidable,  and  to  intolerable 
mifery ;  man,  I  (ay,  lying  in  fo  defperately  uncomfortable 
a  condition,   God's  infinite  goodnefs  regarded  his  poor 
Atk  nrxmy  creaturc,  his  bowels  of  compqffion  yearned  toward  him,  a 
LuleuTs.  ^^^  ^f  relieving  fprang  up  in  his  will;  thence  was  he 
moved  to  provide  fuch  a  remedy,  fuitable  and  fufiicient 
for  his  delivery;  for  the  removing  all  thofe  mifchiefs  and 
curing  all  thofe  diflempers :  the  main  fource  of  all  this 
wonderful  performance,  (as  of  all  other  providential  dif- 
penfations  and  works,  ad  extroy)  was  that  mofl  excellent 
perfeftion  of  God,  which,  in  regard  to   this  matter,  is 
Tit.  iii.  4.    fometime  termed  Xi^^^^y  benignity,  or  bounty;  implying 
Eph.'ii.*7.  ^^^  great  benefit  and  advantage  we  do  thence  receive ; 
Heb.  ij.  9.  fomctimes  grace,  or  favour,  fignifying  the  pure  freenefs  in 
24,  '    '    djfpenfing  it,  without  any  defign  of  profit  to  himfelf,  or 
3  Cor.  viii.  i^^y  defert  on  our  part,  {By  the  grace  of  God  he  tq/led 
Eph.  ii.  8,  death  for  every  man;)  fometimes  mercy,  denoting  our  bad 
TiuVii  5.   ^^^^''^Sj  ^^  obnoxioufnefs  to  juftice  and  piuiifliment;  fome- 
Luke  i.  78.  times  pity,  fignifying  the  great  need  we  had  thereof,  by 
Hcb.li.  17. '^^^^'^  of  our  extreme  diftrefs  and  mifery.     Commonly 
alfo  it  is,  by  the  moft  obliging  and  endearing  name  ftyled 
love,  and  philanthropy,  intimating  the  eameft  regard  and 
benevolence  God  had  to  us  as  his  creatures,  and  as  ca- 
iTim.ii.6.pable  of  being  benefited  and  bettered  by  him;  Herein f 
Roni!v*8.  ^^^^^  ^t.  Paul,  God  commended  his  love  toward  us,  in  that 
Eph.  H.4.  tve  being  yet  Jinncrs^  Chriji  died  for  us;  and,   God,  faith 
9  10.      *  St.  John,  loved  us,  andfent  his  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  for 
John  iii.  16, 115^.  and,  God,  faith  our  Lord  himfelf,  yb  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son — t/iai  the  world  might 
befaved  by  him. 

By  the  way  it  is  worth  obferving,  that  there  is  diftin- 
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giuitiable  a  threefold  love  of  God  toward  men,  intimated  SERM. 
in  Scripture,     i.  A  general  love  to  mankind,  antecedent  XXVII. 
to  the  fending  our  Lord^  and  his  performances,  being 
the  ground  of  God's  defigning  them ;   which  may  be 
called  a  love  of  pity^  or  mercy  toward  poor  man  lying 
under  condemnation  and  diftrefs ;  this  is  that  ^lAatv^^anr/ae 
TOW  a-coT7ipo$  ijftdhr  €^oti,  philanthropy  of  God  our  Saviour ^  Tit,  iii.  4. 
which  appeared  in  faving  us,  (that  is,  in  granting  us  the 
capacity  and  means  of  falvation,)  not  by  works  of  right-- 
emfnefSf  which  we  had  done,  but  by  his  mercy;  the  love 
which  he  commended,  in  that  while  we  were  Jinners  CArji^Rom.  v.  s. 
died  for  us.    2.  A  love,  immediately  confequent  upon  our 
Lord's  performances  and    AifTerings,   and    procured  by 
them  5  whereby  God  is  fo  far  pleafed  with  men,  and  re- 
conciled to  the  world,  that  he  defireth  all  men*sfalvation,\T\mAu4. 
and  offereth  to  them  terms  and  means  thereof;  iii  regard ^*^  "•  **• 
to  which  our  Lord  is  faid  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
and  Redeemer  of  all  men;  of  which  love  St.  Paul  fpeak- 
eth,  when  he  faith,  that  being  enemies  we  were  reconciled! Tim. Vt. 6. 
to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son;  and  that  God  was  «'«roto%.io. 
Chri/l  reconciling  the  world  unto   hinifelf  not  imputing^ Cor, v,  19, 
their  Jins ;  and  that  God  having  made  peace  by  the  blood  Col.  i.  ao. 
of  his  crofs,  did  reconcile  by  him  all  things  unto  A*^^^»Aa"x  33' 
whether  they  be  things  in  earth,  or  things  in  heaven;  the  Rom. xl.aa. 
which  may  be  called  a  love  of  reconciliation  and  favour;  iTiin.ii.4! 
or  the  grace  of  God,  which  came  by  Jefus  Chri/i. 

3.  A   peculiar    love    of   friendfliip  and   complacence, 
which  God  beareth   toward  all  thofc  who  do  fincerely 
turn  and  fteadfaftly  adhere  to  him,  repenting  of  their  fins 
and  embracing  the  Gofpel,  and  perfifting  in  obedience  to 
his  laws ;  fuch  God  is  every  where  reprefented  to  affeft 
with   tendered  love,  as  his  faithful  fervants,   his  good 
friends,  and  dear  children ;  being  efpecially  the  Saviour  of\  Tim.  iv. 
them:  this  diftinAion  is  obfervable  for  our  better  under- ^^' 
(landing  the  paflages  of  fcripture  concerning  this  matter ; 
in  which  God  is  fometime  reprefented  as  bearing  a  ge- 
neral love  to  all  men,  fometime  as  more  efpecially  loving 
the  faithful  and  good  men. 
The  like   principles  and  inipulfive  caufes  are    fald  to 
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S£RM.  93kave  our  Lord  to  undertake  ^nd  modisrgo  4eath  fbr^s; 

XXVIL  \i  yy^  goodnefs  and  love  toward  us  tbi^  indiaed  bim 

Epb.  V.  3,  thereto  :  Chri/l^  feith  St.  Paul^  tove^  us,  and  delivered  up 

^'  himfelffor  us^  an  offering  andfafirifice  to  God :  He  loved 

I  John  iii.  the  ChuToh,  and  delivefsed  up,  hi^felf  for  ii*    He  laved 

(John  XV.   ^*  ^^  wq/hed  usjrom  our^fins  in  his.  blood :  Hereby  we 

1^0  perceive  the  love  of  God^  becati/e  he  laid  down,  his  life  for 

Gah  ii.  20.  ^  .  J  ^.^^^  ^^  g^^  p^^  ^^  ^  ^^  y.^^^  ^j,  ^^  ^^  ^ 

Godf  who  loved  me^  and  gave  him/elf  fop  mem 

Such  were  the  principks  difpofing,  aj;id  c^ufes  in  a  fort 
optovingi  to  which  we  may  add  oigr  fias,  as  t^ie  m^to- 
1  Cor.  XV.8.  lious  caufes  of  our  Saviour's  death ;  He  died  for  ourjins  ; 
ifiiluu  3^'^  ^^  wounded  for  our  trarifgreffixmSy  he  was  brui/edfor 
6.  our  iniquities*    He  died  for  us^  not  only  as  for  mei^  not 

|k>m.  ▼.  s/ ^^^  as  for  wretched  men^  but  as  for  unjuft  and  finfol 
8»  10.        jofi^  •  as  for  enemies^  and  ftrangers  to  God;  fuch  as  had 
18.       '    grievouily  difpleafed  God^  had  incurred  heinous  guilty  had 
doferved^  and  were  become  obnojuous  to  fevereft  punifh- 
ment ;  fo  fianding  in  need  of  reconcilement^  propitiation^ 
and  redemption.    Had  we  been  innocent  and  guiltleis, 
thpre  had  wanted  fufficient  caufe,  or  juft  reafon  for  his 
death;  God  would  not  have  been  angry,  juflice  could 
h^ve  had  no  pretence,  or  hold ;  we  fhould  not  have  been 
liable  to  fufier  ourfelves,  nor  could  he  have  fufiered  for 
Rom.Ti. aa.  us.     Death  is  the  debt,  or  wages  due  to  Jin;  which  he 
therefore  paid,  becaufe  we  owed  it,  and  could  not  dif- 
Ifa.  liii.  6>  charge  it :  Jill  wcy  as  it  is  faid  in  the  Prophet,  have  gone 
4>  11.        q/irajf;  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way;  and  the 
Lord  (tlierefore)  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all : 
our  fins  were  not  only  indirect  or  remote  occafions  of  his 
death,  but  did  procure  it  in  way  of  defert :  even  as  they 
would  have  been  meritorious  caufes  of  our  death,  had  he 
not  undertaken  for  us,  fo  were  they  the  like  caufes  of 
«  Cor.  ▼.     ijig  death,  who  died  for  us,  and  in  our  ftead ;  who  was 
iTim.ii.  6.  modern  (that  is,  a  finner,  or  a  facrifice)  ybr  us;  who  gave 
as"*  "*    hinifelf  avrlXuTpWf  a  ranfom  injiead  of  us  all;  paying  his 
1  Cor.  Ti.    blood  a  price  for  us,  and  redeeming  us  thereby  from  all 
Heb.iz.i9.  ^^^  penalties  and  inconveniencies  we  were  liable  to;  buying 
Gal.  m.  i3»us  from  the  curfe,  by  becoming  a  curfefor  us;  who  had 

Rom.  iii.i4.  3  Peu  u.  l.  Eph.  i.  Zb  Col.  i.  14. 
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Upon  him  the  chq/iifement  of  our  peace;  and  did  offer  up  SERM. 
his  Jhiil  an  offering  and  Jacrifice  for  ourjins;  thereby  ex-  XX VII. 
piaiing  t/iem,  propitiating  God's  wrath,  and  reconciling  JJ^TrniTiT" 
God  unto  us,  purging  us  from  guilty  and  procuring  entire  *<>• 
remiflion  for  our  fins;  the  which  confiderations  do  fuflS- ijohnil.«! 
dently  ar^ue  our  fins,  in  way  of  defert^  to  have  been  the^J*  ^®;.. 

1-        r?-      1       i_  Roin.ul  25. 

caufes  of  his  death,  Heb.  H.  17. 

Now  for  the  ends  which  our  Lord's  death  aimeth  at,f®™*^'*^» 
and  the  eflfeAs  which  it  produceth,  (thefe  we  join,  becaufe  2  Cor.  ▼.   • 
in  reality  they  are  the  fame,)  they,  in  Scripture  reckoning  gph.  h.  le. 
and  expreflSon,  are  various  and  many  :  the  moft  general  j^'-  . 
are  thefe^  comprehending  divers   others  fubordinate  toaa,  s6.     * 

them.  Johnm.8«. 

,  ^  .       Matt.  XXVI. 

I.  The  illuftratioil  of  God's  glory,  by  demonftratingas. 
And  difplaying  therein  his  moft  excellent  attributes  and, j^j^'^j^'y^ 
perfedions;  fo  doth  St.  Paul  teach  us ;  tVhom  God,  faith  Rev.  1.  5. 
he,  hath  fet  forth  a  propitiation  ly  faith  in  his  blood,  ««f  col.  i.  57. ' 
Mfli^iy  1%  hxeuwrwn/is  aufov,for  a  demoTi/iration  of  his  right •  ^V'^'  "•  ^v 
eott/He/s;  that  is>  as  I  take  it,  of  his  goodnefs,  his  juftice, 
hi^  fidelity,   his  conftancy,   of  all   thofe    commendable  (John  xxi. 
perfeftions,  which  are  exprefled  in  dealing  with  others ;  ^^'^ 
and  our  Lord,  his  pafiion  being  inftantly  tcufollow,  made 
thb  refle£kion;  Nou/  is  the  Son  of  man  glorified,  and  God  John  xiiJ. 
is  glorified  in  him  ;  and,  I  have  glorified  thee  upon  earth;  I 
have  finifhed  the  work  which  thou  gaveji  me  to  do.     God 
£d  therein  (hew  himfelf  moft  highly  good  and  gracious, 
in  fo  providing  for  the  welfare  of  thofe  who  deferved 
nothing  of  him,  who  deferved  ill  of  him,  who  had  of- 
fended and  injured  him  very  heinoufly:  he  manifefted 
himfelf  moft  ftri6Uy  juft,  in  not  fuffering  iniquity  to  go 
unpuiiiftied,  but  rather  than  fo,  expoffng  his  own  dear 
Son  to  punifhment,  and  in  him  choofing  himfelf  to  fufTer ; 
he  declared  his  wifdom  in  contriving  fo  admirable  an  ex- 
pedient, whereby  both  his  goodnefs  might  be  exercifed, 
and  his  juftice  not  infringed  j  he  (hewed  his  veracity,  fide- 
lity, and  conftancy,  in  executing  by  his  providence  what 
he  before  had  defigned  and  promifed,  although  fo  griev- 
ous and  bitter  to  the  Son  of  his  love :  he  therein  alfo  laid 
a  groimd  of  declaring  his  almighty  power,  in  raifing 
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SERM.  him  from  the  dead^  as  likewife  of  his  goodnefs  and  juftice 
XXVII.  in  exalting  him :  thus  by  our  Saviour's  death  was  the 
divine  glory  much  illuflrated^  and  our  good  confequently 
promoted;  for  that  we  therein  contemplating  him  fo 
amiable  for  goodnefs^  fo  terrible  for  juftice,  fo  venerable 
for  all  excellency,  may  be  induced  thence  to  love  Iwn, 
to  dread  him,  to  worfliip  and  reverence  him,  as  it  be- 
cometh  us,  and  as  it  is  neceflary  for  us  in  order  to  our 
.     .  happinefs. 

%.  The  dignifying  and  exaltation  of  our  Lord  himfelf ; 
by  acquiring  unto  him  in  a  manner  a  new  right  unto, 
and  inflating  him  in  an  univerlal  dominion,  ii^  a  tran* 
fcendent  glory,  in  perfefl:  joy  accruing  to  him  by  remu- 
neration for  fo  excellent  an  inftance  of  fubmiilion  and 
obedience  to  God's  will.    This  is  that  which  our  Lord 
John  xiU.    forelaw  and  foretold ;  If  God  was  glorified  in  him^  then 
39.  vnu  5.  ^-^^  Q^j^  glorify  him  in  himfelf j  and  fhall  firaightway 
Kom.xiv.g, glorify  him:  and.  To  this  end,  faith  St.  Paul,  Chri/i  died^ 
that  he  might  be  the  Lord  of  the  dead  and  living :  and, 
Heb.  ii.  9.  For  thefuffering  of  death  he  was  crowned  with  glory  and 
Phii.ii.8,9.  honour,  faith  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  :   and.  He  was 
Heb.  ii.  10.  obedient  to  the  deaths  therefore  God  exalted  him  :  and.  The 
Prince  of  ourjalvation  was  perfe&ed  by  fuffering :  and, 
Heb.  xii.  ^  For  the  joy  thai  wasfet  before  him  he  endured  the  crqfs  : 
ifa.liit.  11.  and.  He,  {aid  the  Prophet  of  Yiim^  fhall  fee  the  travail  of 
Rev.  V.  19,  his  foul,  and  befatisfied:  and,  IVorthyj  fay  the  heavenly 
^'  hoft  in  the  Apocalypfe,  is  the  Lamb  that  is  flain,  {worthy 

is  he,ybr  that  he  was  flain,  and  did  redeem  us  to  God  by 
(Tit.ii.  14.)  Ais  blood,)  to  receive  power,  and  riches j  and  wifdom,  and 
flrength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  bleffing. 

3*  The  falvation  of  mankind;  the  which  he  was  de- 
(igned  to  procure  by  his  death,  and  in  many  refpe£U  be 
did  promote  it  thereby. 

He  did  it  by  appeafing  that  wrath  of  God  which  he 
naturally  beareth  toward  iniquity,  and  reconciling  God  to 
men,  who  by  fin  were  alienated  from  him ;  by  procuring 
a  favourable  difpofition  and  intentions  of  grace  toward  us. 
Ri>iii.  ▼.  8,  IVhile  we  were  fnners,  faith  St.  Paul,  Chri/i  died  for  us, 
(and  finners,  or  wicked  men,  Qod  cannot  l^ce  or  enduie : 
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Thou  art  not,  l^th  the  Pfalmlft^  a  God  that  haft  pleafure  SERM^ 
in  uHckednefs,  neither Jhall  evil  dwell  with  thee;  thefooli/h  XXVII. 
Jkall  notjiand  in  thyjight ;  thou  hateft  all  workers  of  ini- pfai.  v.  4. 
quity :  and.  The  wicked,  and  him  that  loveth  violence,  Aw ''»•*• '"*^' 
Joul  hateth:  yet  for  us,  being  fuch,  Chrift  died,  removing  Hab.  i.s. 
thereby  that  juft  hatred  and  difpleafure ;  as  St.  Paul  pre-^^**  "'•  ®" 
fently  after  exprefleth  and  expoundeth  it;  When,  faith  he, 
ioe  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  ly  the  death  of 
his  Son :)  and  otherwhere,  God,  faith  he,  was  in  Chrift  re- q  Cor.  v.  19. 
conciling  the  world  unto  himfetf,  not  imputing  their  tref- 
paffes  unto  them;  the  non-imputation  of  our  fins  is  ex- 
prisfled  as  a  fingtdar  tSeSt,  an  ihAance,  an  argument  of 
hb  being  in  mind  reconciled  and  favourably  difpofed  to- 
ward us  :  and  agwi ',  He  died  to  reconcile  loth  (Jews  andEph.  ii.  i6- 
Gentiles)  unto  God  in  one  body  by  the  crofs,  having ^Jlain^i^'g^c.  ' 
the  enmity  thereby;  that  is,  God  being  thereby  recon- 
dled  to  all  people,  they  became  thence  united  together  In 
the  common  relation  of  friends  and  fellow-fervants  to 
God;  becomings  as  it  there  toUoy/s,felloW'Citizens  unth^phcf,  w, 
(he  faints^  and  of  the  houfehold  of  God,  (or  ^lied  unto  hirao/i,;«  ^ 
by  fpuitual  relations.)  ©«•«'• 

Ag^,^It  furthered  our  falvation,  by  purchaiing  the 
remiffion  of  om:  (ins,  and  juftification  of  our  perfons ;  our 
freedom  from  condemnation  and  puniihment,  our  appear- 
ance as  upright,  and  acceptable  in  God's  fight;  upon  the 
conditions  of  faith  and  repentance  propounded  in  the 
Gofpel ;  in  regard  to  which  efTefts  he  is  faid  thereby  to 
redeem  us  from  our  fins,   to  bear  them,  to  take  them 
away,  to  expiate  them,  to  cleanfe,  to  purge,  to  fanftify  us 
from  them :  Who  Jhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  Rom.  \\\\. 
God^seleA?  Who  Jhall  condemn  them  P  It  is  Chrift  that^^' 
died;  that  is,  ChriA's  death  hath  freed  them  from  all 
Uablenefs  to  guilt  and  condemnation.    Chrift  hath  redeem-  Gal.  iii.  la. 
ed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  Law,  being  made  a  curfe  for 
us;  that  is,  he  by  undergoing  an  accurfed  kind  of  death  (1  Pct.  ii. 
hath  purchafed  an  indemnity  and  impunity  for  the  tranf-  ^**^ 
greflbrs  of  God's  Law :  and.  Being  jtiftified  by  his  blood,  Rom.  v. ». 
tt^e^  Jhall  befaved  by  him  from  wrath;  that  is,  from  the 
^e&B  of  God's  juft  difpleafure,  condemnation,  and  pu- 

c  % 
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SERM.  nifliment:  and.  In  whom,  faith  St,  Paul  again  clearly,  we 

XXVII.  j^dijQ  redemption  through  his  blood,  the  forgivenefs  of  fins^ 

Ephcf.  i.  7.  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace :  and.  My  blood,  faith 

Col.  i.  14.   Qur  Lord,  is  the  blood  of  the  new  teftament,  which  was 

28.  Jhedfor  many  for  the  remi/Jion  of  Jins :  and,  Chrift,  f«dth 

26^^28*  vu'  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  was  once  offered  to  bear  the 

a;.  fn  of  many,  (or  of  the  many,   the  multitude  of  men.) 

Now  once  in  the  end  of  the  world  hath  he  appeared,  tif  o^t-  ' 

•njcriv  ofiapTtas,  for  the  abolition  of  Jin  by  the  facrifice  of 

John !.  29.  himfelf:  and,  Behold,  faid  St.  John  the  Baptift,  the  Lamb 

n.)    *  *'  ^f  ^°^>   '^^^   taketh  away  the  Jins  of  the.  world :  and, 

1  John  i.  7.  The  blood  of  Chrift  doth,  faith  St.  John,  cleanfe  us  from 

r John  H    ^^^  *fi^  '  ^^  loved  us,  and  wajhed  us  from  our  Jins  in  his 

a,  iv.  10.    own  blood:  He  is  a  propitiation  for  our  Jins  ;  and  not  for 

our  Jins  only,  but  for  the  Jins  of  the  whole  world :  and, 

Heb.  stiii.   Je/us,  that  by  his  blood  he  might  J'anSlify  the  people,  did 

Eph.  V.  %bJ^ff^  ^"^  ^f  '^  S^^^  '    ^^  delivered  himfelf  up  for  the 

a7.  Church,  that  he  might  fanSiify  it — that  he  might  prefent  it 

to  himfelf  a  glorious  Church,  not  lowing  Jpot,  or  wrinkle, 

or  anyfuch  thing ;  but  that  itjhould  be  holy  and  without 

blemi/h. 

Our  Lord  alfo  by  his  death  procured  our  falvation,  as 

having  thereby  purchafed  for  us  means  fufficient  to  free 

us  from  the  power  and  dominion  of  fin,  to  purify  our 

Tit.  ii.  14.  hearts,  and  fanftify  our  lives ;  for.  He  gave  himfelf  for  us, 

that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  to 

himfelf  a  pectdiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works :  and.  He 

gave  himfelf  for  our  Jins,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  this 

1  Pet.  i.  is^prefent  evil  world:  and,  fVe  were  redeemed,  not  with  cor- 

*''  ruptible  things,  with  Jilvei',  or  with  gold;  but  with  the 

precious  blood  of  Chrift,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemifti  and 

without  f pot,  from  our  vain  converfation,  delivered  from  our 

1  Vet  A\  *i4, fat  hers :  and.  He  by  his  own  felf  bare  our  Jins  in  his  own 

body  on  the  tree,  that  we  being  dead  to  Jin  Jhould  live  unto 

Rom.  vi.  a,  righteoufnefs :   We  are  with  him  dead  to  Jin  ;  our  old  man 

6»  8»  11.     j-^  crucified  with  him,  that  the  body  of  Jin  might  be  deftroy- 

ed,  that  henceforth  we  Jhould  notfervejin. 

In  fubordination  to,  coincidence  or  concurrence  with, 
the  piincipal  defigns  and  effefts,  our  Lord.alfb  died  for  the 
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reparation  of  God's  honour,  which  we  by  contempt  of  SERM. 
his  authority  and  violation  of  his  law  had  impaired,  but  XXVII. 
our  Saviour  by  fo  fignal  an  obedience  thereto  did  repair ; 
for  the  recovery  of  God's  right,  which  was  infringed  by 
withdrawing  fo  great  and  noble  a  part  of  his  creation 
from  its  due  allegiance  and  fervice  5  the  which  he  reco- 
vered and  reftored  to  him ;  for  the  fatisfa6lion  to  God's 
juftice,  provoked  by  fo  heinous  impieties  and  iniquities ; 
the  which  was  abundantly  performed  by  fo  infinitely  va- 
luable a  compenfation  and  facrifice  offered  thereto. 

Alfo  for  ratification  of  the  new  covenant  between  God 
and  us ;  whence  his  blood  is  called,  the  blood  of  the  cove-  Heb.  x.  39. 
nant,  the  blood  of  the  new  iejlament.  JJ*"-  **^»- 

For  the  pacifying  and  reconciling  all  things  in  heaven  1  Cor. xi.  a*, 
and  earth ;  removing  all  caufes  of  diflenfion  and  diftance ;  EphAifw. 
inducing  obligations  to  concord  and  charity. 

For  pulling  out  thejling,  and  removing  the  terrors  ofi  Cor.  xv. 
death;  deftroying  (or  defeating)  him  that  had  the  P^^^^h^. ii.  14 
of  death,  and  delivering  them  who  through  the  fear  ofn. 
death  are  all  tlieir  life-time  fuljeSi  to  death.  r«fT*^^' 

For  the  fuppreffing,  vanquifliing,  and  triumphing  overcol.  ii.  15. 
the  powers  of  hell  and  darknefs,  the  which  he  did,  as  St. 
Paul  telleth  us,  achieve  upon  his  crofs  :  and  by  his  death  John  xii. 
he  telleth  us,  that  the  prince  of  this  world  was  condemned,  ^^'  *^'*  **• 
and  cq/i  out. 

For  engaging  us  to  the  pra6tice  of  aU  righteoufnefs 
and  obedience,  (efpecially  to  the  mod  excellent,  high,  and 
hard  parts  thereof,  charity,  humility,  meeknefs,  patience, 
felf-denial,  utmoft  conftancy  and  perfeverance,)  both  from 
our  obligation  in  regard  to  what  he  fuffered  for  us,  and 
in  imitation  of  his  example  ;  for,  IVeJhould  run  with  pa-  Heb.  xii. 
tience  the  race  that  isfet  before  uSj  looking  unto  Jefus,  the  ^' 
author  and  finifher  of  our  faith,  who  for  the  joy  that  was 
fet  before  him  endured  the  crofs,  defpifing  thejhame :  and, 
Chri/t  having  fuffered  for  us  in  the  flefh,  we  fhould,  f^th  1  Pct.iv.  1, 
St.  Peter,  arm  ourf elves  with  the  fame  mindj^-fo  as  no  '*' 
longer  to  live  the  rejl  of  our  time  in  the  flefh  to  the  lujl  of   ' 
men,  but  to  the  will  of  God. 

Lafily,  for  attefiation  unto  and  confirmation  of  dinne 
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S  C  RM.  truth ;  fealing  by  his  blood  that  hearenly  dodrine  which 
XXVII.  he  taught^  and  witneffing  before  Pontius  Pilate  a  good 
tTim.  vi.  confeffion :  he  was  the  Prince  of  martyrs ;  who,  as  he  for 
I®;       ...   this  end.  as  he  told  Pilate,  was  horn,  and  for  this  end  came 

John  xviii.   .  '         ,711  •!»  .       r.  1  1^ 

97.  into  the  worldy  that  he  might  bear  wiinefs  to  the  truth,  lo 

he  efpecially  did  accomplifh  that  glorious  defign  by  his 

Hcb.  lii.    death ;  enduring  the  contradi&ion  offinners  again/l  him-- 

^'**         f^lfi  ''^^flfti'f^g  ^^^0  bhod  in  combating  againftjin;  hy  his 

RcY. xii. II,  llood  indeed  all  other  witneffes  of  truth  did,  as  it  is  faid 

in  the  Revelation^  accomplifh  their  warfare,  and  obtain 

viSiory :   his  blood  purchafed  for  them  their  refolution 

and  (Ircngth ;  his  promifes  fupported  them,  his  example 

did  animate  them,  to  the  profefBon  and  maintenance  of 

truth,  in  the  grea'teft  dangers  and  mod  violent  aflaults. 

Such  ends  did  the  death  of  our  Lord  regard,  fuch  fruits 
did  grow  from  it,  which  the  time  permitteth  us  but  thus 
curforily  to  touch. 

5.  Now  for  the  pra^cal  influences  the  confideration  of 
this  point  (hould  have  upon  us,  they  are  many  and  great  j 
but  we  now  can  only  name,  or  infinuate  them. 

I.  It  (hould  beget  in  ushighefl  degrees  of  love  and  gra- 
titude toward  God  and  toward  our  Saviour,  in  regard  to  this 
higheft  expreilion  of  love  and  inftance  of  beneficence  to- 
ward us.  Greater  love  Grod  could  not  have  (hewed,  than  in 
thus  deftinating  and  offering  up  his  only  dearefl  Son  to 
death  (a  moft  painful  and  (hameful  death)  for  our  fake ; 
John  XV.13.  and,  Greater  love,  he  told  us  himfelf,  than  this  hath  no 
man,  than  that  onejhould  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends  ; 
no  n^an  hath  greater,  except  himfelf,  who  even  laid  his  life 
down  for  his  eneipies  and  perfecutors  :  and  love  fo  in- 
conoparably,  fo  extremely  great,  doth  furely  require  cor- 
refpondent  degrees  of  love  and  thankfiilnefs. 

a.  It  (hould  raife  in  us  great  faith  and  hope  in  God, 
excluding  all  diflrufl  and  defpair,  that  God  will  not  be- 
ftow  upon  us  whatever  is  needfully  or  conveniently  good 
Eom.v.io.for  us;  for.  He,  as  St.  Paul  argueth,  who  did  notfpare  his 
own  Son^  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  howjhall  he  not 
with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ? 
3.  Particularly^  it  jQiould  comfort  us,  and  fatisfy  our 
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confclence  in  Fegard  to  the  guilt  of  our  fins,  however  con-  SERM. 
tmded,  fi:qipofing  that  we  do  heartily  repent  of  them  5  XXVII. 
for  that  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  CArj/Zj^^^^  ^.j 
Jefusy  who  walk  not  after  the  flejh^  but  after  the  Spirit  ;i-  ▼•  !• 
and,  that  being  juftified  by  faithy  we  have  peace  with  God 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chri/i;  by  virtue  of  his  death  we 
finoerely  repenting  are  freed  from  all  condemnation,  we 
truly  believing  have  a  firm  and  fure  peace  with  God: 
Who  JkaU  lay  any  thing  io  the  charge  ef  God^s  ele&fitom.  y'tiU 
Wkn  is  he  that  c&ndemnethy  feeing  it  is  Chri/i  that  Jiath^^' 
d»§df  We  are  very  blameably  incredulous,  if,  having  fuch 
tn  afliirance  from  God,  and  fuch  an  engagement  upon 
huB,  we  diilruft  his  mercy* 

4.  It  difcovereth  unto  us  the  heinouihefs  of  our  fins, 
and  thence  ibould  breed  in  us  a  vehement  deteftation,  to- 
gether with  a  great  dread  of  them;  a  deteftation  of  them, 
as  having  provoked  God  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  difpleafure, 
caufing  him  to  deal  thus  feverely  with  his  own  beloved 
Son ;  as  having  brought  fo  heavy  fuflering  upon  a  Perfon 
fo  infinitely  high  in  dignity,  excellent  in  worth,  kind  and 
gracious  to  us  ;  a  dread  of  them,  as  expofing  us,  if  we  do 
not  aToid  and  forfake  them,  to  the  moft  grievous  pains 

and  miferies;  for,  ifthefe  things  were  done  to  a  green  tree,  Luke  xxUl. 
(if  fuch  punifhments  were  inflided  upon  one  fo  innocent,*'* 
fo  worthy,  fo  little  obnoxious  to  the  fire  of  divine  wrath 
and  vengeance,)  what  Jhall  be  done  to  the  dry  P  that  is, 
what  will  become  of  us,  who  are  fo  guilty,  fo  combufti- 
ble  by  that  fire,  if  we  by  prefumptuous  commiflSon  of 
fin,  and  impenitent  continuance  therein,  do  incenie  Crod 
againft  us  ? 

5.  It  (hould  work  in  us  a  kindly  contrition  and  rembrfe 
for  our  fins,  which  were  indeed  the  murderers  of  fo-  good 
a  friend  and  loving  a  Saviour:  others  were  but  inflru- 
ments;  they  were  the  principal  authors  of  his  death;  they 
moft  truly  betrayed  him,  they  accufed  him,  they  con- 
demned him,  they  lifted  him  up  to  the  accurfed  tree; 
they  moved  God,  and  enabled  men  to  inflift  this  horrible 
punifiiment  on  him. 

6.  It  fhoukl  deter  us  from  tliem,  and  engage  us  moft 
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SERM.  careftilly  to  avoid  them^  as  thofe  which  in  a  fort  do  exaA 

XXVII.  another  death  from  him;  crttcifying  him  afrejky  as  the 

^^^  ^j  g  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  telleth  us,  vilifying  and  defiling 

z-  39.        the  precious  Hood  of  the  covenant ,  (as  he  likewlfe  teach- 

eth.) 

7    It  ihonld  engage  us  to  a  patient  fubmiffion  and  re<- 
iignation  of  ourfelves  to  the  will  and  providence  of  God ; 
forqfmuch  as  Chri/i  hath  fuffered  for  us  in  the  flefh^  we 
fhouldf  as  St.  Peter  advifeth/arm  ourfelves  likewife  with 
the  fame  mind:  and,  Let^  exhorteth  St.  Paul,  the  fame 
mind  he  in  us  that  was  in  Chryi  Jefus ;  who  being  in  the 
form  of  God  humbled  himfelf  and  became  obedient  unio 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs :  we  (hould  not  difdain^ 
nor  upon  any  account  be  difpleafed  or  unwilling  in  bear- 
ing any  crofs  or  affli£tion,  to  follow  the  pattern  of  our 
Hcb.  xii.  1.  great  Mafter;  looking  unto  JefuSf  the  author  and  fintfher 
of  our  faithy  who  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him  en- 
dured  the  crofs, 

8.  It  doth  alfo  oblige  us  to  the  deeped  mortification  in 
Phil.  Hi.  90.  conformity  to  his  death :  we  (hould  be  with  him  (or  after 
U  *«o!  ^*  ^^°^)  crucified  to  the  lulls  and  aflFeftions  of  the  flefli,  to 
1  ?et. iv. a. the  fafhions,  glories,  defires,  and  delights  of  the  world; 
Co .  111.  3,  ^fiQyjijig  ifiis^  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with  him  ;  that 
Rom.  vi.  5,  t/i0  lody  of  fin  might  be  deftroyed,  that  henceforth  wefhould 

notfervefin, 

9.  It  is  alfo  a  flrong  engageooent  to  the  fulled  meafare 
]  John  ir.  of  charity  toward  our  brethren ;  for.  If,  faith  St.  John, 
I  J.  iii.  1*6.  Qodjo  loved  us,  (as  to  give  his  own  Son  to  die  for  us,) 

then  ought  we  to  love  one  another,  in  a  degree  anfwerable 
to  fuch  an  obligation  and  pattern :  If  addeth  the  fame 
Apodle,  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us,  then  ought  we  alfo 
to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  brethren. 

io»  In  fine,  we  hence  appear  obliged  to  yield  up  our- 
felves wholly  to  the  fervice  of  our  Saviour ;  to  the  pro- 
moting of  his  intereft  and  glory :  iince  we,  as  St.  Paul 
1  Cor.  Ti.    admonifheth  us,  are  not  our  own,  being  bought  with  a 
ao.  ¥11.  aa.  p^^.  and  muft  therefore  glorify  God  in  our  body,  and  in 
our  fpirit,  which  are  God^s,  by  a  purchafe  fo  dear  and 
^^'•^•"*  precious ;  fince,  ^s  that  Apoftle  again  mU^eth  us,  Chrifi 
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died  for  aU,  thai  they  which  live  might  not  live  to  them^  S£RM. 
felves,  but  to  him  that  died  for  them;  this>being»  let  us  not-  XXVIL 
wrong  the  Lord  who  bought  usj  by  withholding  his  due^  3  peu  ii.  1. 
the  price  of  his  deareft  blood;  let  us  not*  abufe  him,  by 
defeating  his  purpofe,  no  lefs  advantageous  to  ourfelves, 
than  honourable  to  him;  but  as  by  being  our  Saviour 
he  hath  deferved  to  be  our  Lord,  fo  in  effeA  let  him  ever 
be ;  let  us  ever  believe  him  fo  in  our  heart,  confefs  him 
with  our  mouth,  and  avow  film  in  our  pra£Uce ;  which 
that  we  may  do,  God  of  bis  infinite  mercy,  by  his  holy 
grace,  vouchfafe  unto  us,  through  Jefus  Chrijl  our  Lord. 
Amen. 

Now  J  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  wajhed  us  from  our  Rev.  i.  5. 
fins  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts 
unto  God  and  his  Father :  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion 
for  ever  and  ever. 

Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  Jlain  to  receive  pou/er,ReY.  v.  19. 
and  ricbesy  and  wifdom,  andjirength,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  bleffing. 

Bleffing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  Rev.  v.  is. 
thatjitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  frn  ever 
and  ever.    Amen. 
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Acts  ii.  2J. 

Becaufe  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  helL 

SERM.  St.  peter  in  his  fermon  to  the  Jews  cites  thefe  worA% 
XXVIll.  Qf  ^Q  Pfalmift  to  prove  the  refuiTe£tion  of  Chrift.  And 
becaufe  upon  thefe  words  our  Saviour's  defcent  into  hell 
feems  to  be  grounded^  I  (hall  from  this  text  take  occafioa 
to  difcourfe  of  this  article  of  the  Creed^  KareXdoirdt  tl^  ^19^ 
He  defcended  into  hell. 

This  article  is  of  later  (landing  in  the  Creed^  and  doth 
not  appear  to  have  had  place  in  any  of  the  moft  ancient 
ones  public  or  private ;  excepting  that  of  Aquileia ;  into 
which  alfo  perhaps  it  might  have  been  inferted  not  long 
before  RufHnus's  time ;  and  the  meaning  thereof  hath  al- 
ways (both  in  more  ancient  times  among  the  Fathers^ 
and  afterwards  among  the  Schoolmen^  and  lately  among 
modem  divines)  been  much  debated,  having  yielded  occa- 
(ion  to  many  prolix  and  elaborate  difcourfes :  to  recite  the 
feveral  opinions  about  it,  or  different  explications  thereof^ 
with  the  reafons  produced  to  maintain  or  difprove  them^ 
were  a  matter  of  greater  time  and  pains  than  I  can  well 
afford;  and  to  decide  the  controverfies  about  it,  a  matter  of 
greater  difficulty  than  I  could  hope  to  achieve.  Where- 
fore (both  upon  thefe  accounts,  and  becaufe  I  rather 
choofe  to  infifl  upon  matters  more  clear  in  their  nature. 
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and  more  pra£lical  in  coniequence)  I  fhould  be  willing  al-  SERM* 
together  to  wave  this  obfcure  and  perplexed  fubjeft;  yet  XXVIII. 
however  fomewhat  to  comply  with  expeftation,  I  fhall  ' 

touch  briefly  upon  fome  things  feeming  conducible  to  the 
clearing,  or  to  the  ending  of  the  controverfies  about  it. 

Now  whereas  there  may  be  a  threefold  inquiry ;  one, 
concerning  the  meaning  of  thefe  words  {he  defcended  into 
helt)  intended  by  thofe  who  inferted  them ;  another,  con- 
cerning the  moft  proper  fignification  of  the  words  them- 
felves  I  2L  third,  concerning  the  meaning  they  are  in  con* 
fiftency  with  truth  capable  of  3 

I.  The  firfl:  I  refolve,  or  rather  remove,  by  faying,  it 
feems  needlefs  to  difpute,  what  meaning  they,  who  placed 
the  words  here,  did  intend;  fince,  i.  It  is  poffible,  and  by 
many  like  inftances  might  be  declared  fo,  and  perhaps  not 
unlikely,  that  they  might  both  themfelves  upon  probable 
grounds  believe,  and  for  plaufible  ends  propound  to  the 
b^ef  of  others,  this  propofition,  without  apprehending 
any  diftinft  fenfe  thereof;  as  we  believe  all  the  Scriptures, 
and  conmiend  them  to  the  faith  of  others,  without  under- 
ftanding  the  fenfe  of  many  pafTages  therein:  and  fince, 
2.  Perhaps  they  might  by  them  intend  fome  notion  not 
certain,  or  not  true,  following  fome  conceits  then  paflable 
among  divers,  but  not  built  upon  any  fure  foundation, 
(like  that  of  the  millennium ;  and  the  neceifity  of  infants 
communicating,  &c.  which  were  anciently  in  great  vogue, 
but  are  now  difcarded:)  and  fince,  3.  To  fpeak  roundly, 
their  bare  authority,  whoever  they  were,  (for  that  doth 
not  appear,)  could  not  be  fuch,  as  to  oblige  us  to  be  of 
their  minds,  whatever  they  did  mean  or  intend ;  they  per- 
haps were  fuch,  to  whom  we  might  owe  much  reverence, 
but  fhould  not  be  obliged  to  yield  entire  credence  to  their 
0|muons.  But  farther,  4.  Were  I  bound  to  fpeak  my 
fe&fe,  I  fliould  iay,  that,  fuppofing  they  had  any  di(lin£t 
meaning,  they  did  intend  to  affirm,  that  our  Saviour's 
foul  did^  by  a  true  and  proper  kind  of  motion,  defcend 
into  the  regions  infernal,  or  beneath  the  earth;  where 
they  conceived  the  fouls  of  men  were  detained :  for  this 
appears  to  have  been  the  more  general  and  current  opi- 
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S£RM.  nion  of  thofe  times^  which  it  is  probable  they  did  conipI]f 
XXVIII.  with  herein,  whencefoever  fetched,  however  grounded. 

a.  As  to  the  fecond  inqiury,  concerning  the  fignifica- 
tion  of  the  words,  what  may  be  meant  by  he  defcended; 
whether  our  Saviour  himfelf,  according  to  his  humanity, 
or  his  foul,  or  his  body,  called  he  by  fynecdoche :  what 
by  defcended^  whether  (to  omit  that  fenfe,  which  makes 
the  whole  fentence  an  allegory,  denoting  the  fufferance  of 
infernal  or  hellifti  pains  and  forrows,  as  too  wide  from  the 
purpofe ;  whether,  I  fay)  by  dejcending  may  be  fignified 
a  proper  local  motion  toward  fuch  a  term,  or  an  a£tion  fo 
called  in  refpe^  to  fome  fuch  motion  accompanying  it ; 
or  a  virtual  motion  by  power  and  efficacy  in  places  be- 
low :  what  by  hell,  whether  a  ftate  of  being,  or  a  place ; 
if  a  place,  whether  that  where  bodies  are  repofed,  or  that 
to  which  fouls  do  go ;  and  if  a  place  of  fouls,  whether  the 
place  of  good  and  happy  fouls,  or  that  of  bad  and  mifer- 
able  ones;  or  indifferently,  and  in  common  of  both  thofe; 
for  fuch  a  manifold  ambiguity  thefe  words  have,  or  are 
made  to  have ;  and  each  of  thefe  fenfes  are  embraced  and 
contended  for :  I  fhall  not  examine  any  of  them,  nor  far- 
ther meddle  in  the  matter,  than  by  faying, 
Nobis infe-      I.  That  the  Hebrew  word  Jheol  (upon  the  true  notion 
C^'J^S"  of  which  the  fenfe  of  the  word  hell  (or  hades)  in  this 
alto  vafti-    place  is  conceived  to  depend)  doth  feem  originally,  moft 
fisVifocri*^  properly,  and  moft  frequently  (perhaps  conftantly,  except 
bus  ejus  ab- when  it  is  tranflated,  as  all  words  fometimes  are,  to  a  fi- 
funditas.     gurative  ufe)  to  defign  the  whole  re^on  protended  down- 
^•'"ss'''    ward  from  the  furface  of  the  earth  to  a  depth  (accord- 
'A^tixum,    ing  to  the  vulgar  opinion,  as  it  feems  anciently  over  the 
ji/'*^'    world)  indefinite  and  unconceivable;  vaftly  capacious  in 
hm^^0(»,    extenfion,  very  darkfome,  defolate,  and  dungeon-like  in 
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ao.  quality,  (whence  it  is  alfo  frequently  ftyled  the  pi/,  *  the 

•  Ifa.  lowe/l  pity  b  the  alyfsy  ^  the  depths  of  the  earth,  ^  the  dark^ 
Pf.lxxxviii!^'?/^>  ^^^^  depths  of  hell.)  I  need  not  labour  much  to 
|-  .  confirm  the  truth  of  this  notion,  fince  it  is  obvious,  that 

10.  this  Jheol  (when  moft  abfolutely  and  properly  taken,  the 

20*^'  ^***   circumflances  of  difcourfe  about  it  implying  fo  much)  is 

John  ii.  6.  Rom.  z.  7-  ^  Pial.  Ixxi.  ao.  ^  Job  xvii.  13.  Pfal.  cxliii.  3.  Eccief.  vi.  4% 
1  Sam.  ii.  9.     *  Prov.  ix.  18. 
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commonly  oppofed  to  heavenj  not  only  in  (ituation^  but  in  SERM. 
dimqpfion  and  diftance ;  as  when  Job,  fpeaking  of  the  un-  ^^^^^^' 
fearchablenefs  of  the  divine  perfe6tions,  faith,  It  is  as  Job  xi.  8. 
Ugh  as  heaven;  what  canft  thou  doP  deeper  than  hell; 
what  canji  thou  know  P  and  the  prophet  Amos ;  Though  Amos  ix.  a. 
they  dig  into  lielly  thence  Jhall  mine  hand  take  tliem;\;^' 
though  they  climb  into  heaven,  thence  will  I  bring  them  (Dcy> 
down.  Ilk.  Ivii.  9.) 

a.  I  fay  farther,  becaufe  the  bodies  (or  vifible  remin- 
ders) of  perfons  dying  do  naturally  fall  down,  or  are  put 
into  the  bofom  of  this  pit,  which  is  therefore  an  univerfal 
grave  and  receptacle  of  them,  therefore  to  die  is  fre- 
quently termed  xaraSoLlvav  el$  SBouy  or  xariye&eq  ils  oSou,  to 
iefcendy  or  to  be  brought  down  into  this  hell;  which  hap- 
pening to  all  men  without  exception,  (for^  as  the  Pfalmift 
lays,  there  is  no  man  that  Jhall  deliver  his  foul  (or  his  life, 
or  himfelf)  yrotn  the  hand  of  this  all-grafping  hell,)  there- Pf.  Uxxix. 
fore  it  is  attributed  promifcuoufly  to  all  men,  good  and^^' 
bad  alike;  I  will  go  down,  faith  good  Jacob,  unto  theGtn. 
grave,  unto  my  fan  moumingy  {KaraSyjo-ofiai  elg  flS»,  I  will".*]'J[^*g,'^ 
go  down  to  Jlieolf  this  common  grave  of  mankind,)  and  fo 
frequently  of  others.   Whence  this  hell  is  apt  figuratively 
to  be  put  for,  and  to  fignify  equivalently  with,  death  itfelf ; 
and  it  is  once  by  the  LXX-  fo  tranflated,  (and  St.  Peter 
feems  to  ufe  the  phrafe^  after  them;)  for  death,  I  fay,  or ^« Sam. 
for  the  law,  condition,  and  (late  of  death  :  as  in  that  ofAas  ii.24. 
Hezekiah  in  the  prophet  Ifaiahg;  Sheol  cannot  praife  thee;'^^**'^*" 
death  cannot  celebrate  thee :  they  that  go  down  into  the  pit  forrows  of 
cannot  hope  for  thy  truth  :  where  ol  Iv  aSw,  and  ol  ufro^avdv'  ^ffcd*"*' 
Tf^,  (as  the  Greek  renders  Jheol  and  death,)  are  the  fame,  about, 
and  oppofed  to  the  living,  of  whom  it  is  faid.  The  livings  ^^^^^^^^  jg^ 
the  living  he  Jhall  praife  thee.  -P'^'*  and 

3.  I  fay  farther,  that  this  word,  according  to  ancient  frequently 
ufe,  feems  not  to  fignify  the  place,  whither  men's  fouls  do^P*"^^  ^ 
go,  or  where  they  abide ;  for  that,  mous. 

I.  It  can  hardly  be  made  appear,  that  the  ancient  He-^i^i™') 
brews  either  had  any  name  appropriated  to  the  place  of 
fouls,  or  did  conceive  diftinftly  which  way  they  did  go ; 

otherwife  than  that,  as  the  Preacher  fpeaks,  they  returned  Ecc\t{,x\\. 

7. 


me 
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SERM.  ^n^o  God  who  gave  them;  and  that  they  did  abide  ifi  Goffi 
XXVIII.  hand;  efpecially  the  fouls  of  the  juft,  according  to  tltat  ii 
yf^f^  jij  J  the  book  of  Wifdom ;  The  fouls  of  the  righteous  ar^  in 
(Dent.  the  hand  of  God,  and  there  fhall  no  torment  touch  them* 
'^''•'■^  And  for  that, 

2.  It  feems,  they  did  rather  conceive  the  fouls  of  naenj 
when  they  died,  to  go  upward  than  downward;  as  the 
Preacher  again  intimates,  when  he  diflerenceth  the  fjurit 
Eodef.  lit.  of  man  dying  from  the  foul  of  beads  ;  the  foul  of  heafk 
*'•  defcending  with  its  body  to  the  earth;  the  Jpirit  of  Aan 

qfcending  unto  God,  to  be  difpofed  by  him  according  to 
Gen.  V.  94.  his  pleafure  and  jufiice.    And  by  Enoch's  being  taken  to 
God,  (whofe  fpecial  refidence  is  exprefled  to  be  in  heaven 
3  Kings  ii.  abovc,)  and  by  Elias's  tranflation  up  into  heaven,  (as  it  is 
*^'  in  the  text  of  the  hiftory,)  It  is  probable,  they  did  rather 

iuppofe  the  fouls  of  the  righteous  to  afcend,  than  to  be 
conveyed  dovmward  into  fubterraneous  caverns,  thofe  fwi- 
Wi(d.  xvii.  xo\  SBovy  ckfets  of  helly  as  the  book  of  Wifdom  calls  them  ; 
Ecclus^xxi.  *^^^  fio^pos  Siov,  deep  pit  of*  hell,  as  it  is  in  Ben-Sirach ;  to 
10,  n.  afcend,  I  fay,  whether  into  the  fupreme  heaven,  or  no,  ift 
AcT^h*  not  materi^d ;  but  fomewhither  above,  nearer  unto  God's 
?b^^ix**8  ™^  fpecial  refidence,  into  a. happy  place. 
Eph.'iti.  15.  3.  I  add,  that  if  thofe  ancients  had  hyjheol  meant  the 
Heb^xi.  16.  receptacle  or  manfion  of  fouls,  it  is  not  likely  they  would 
IfluzuTtii.have  ufed  fuch  expreflions  as  thofe:  The  grave  (Jheot) 
^^  cannot  praife  thee;  death  cannot  celebrate  thee ;  they  thai 

go  doum  into  the  pit  cannot  hope  for  thy  truth  ;  fo  Hexe* 
Pfiil.  vi.  5.  kiah  fpake :  In  death  there  is  no  remembrance  of  thee;  m 
iheol  who  fhall  give  thee  thanks  P  fo  David  faid :  and, 
Ecclef.  iz.  There  is  no  works,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wifdom  in 
^^'  (heol,  whither  thou  goeft;  fo  the  Preacher;  who  h^ly  it 

feems  could  fay  fo,  if  by  fheol  he  meant  the  plAce  of 
fouls ;  except  he  (hould  alfo  mean,  that  fouls  after  death 
became  deprived  of  all  life  and  fenfe.    The  fon  of  Sirach 
likewife  fpeaks  in  the  fame  manner:  u^Wm  ri;  aivi^m  h 
Ecdut.      a8» ;  Who  fhall  praife  the  Moji  High  in  hell,  inftead  of 
zvii.97,a8.^^^^  u/AicA  live  and  give  thanks  P   Thankf giving  perijheth 
from  the  dead,  as  from  one  that  is  not :  the  living  and 
found  in  heart  fhatl  praife  the  Lord. 
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I  muft  confefi,  that  afterwards  (even  before  our  Sa-  SERM. 
wu^B  time)  the  word  Sdtis  was  aflumed  by  the  Jewsi,  to  XXVIIf. 
defign  (as  it  did  among  the  Greeks)  either  the  place  of 
limls  in  common^  or  more  ffai£Uy  the  place  of  fouls  con- 
demned to  punifliment  and  pain^  for  their  bad  lives  here : 
Jofephns  doth  often  ufe  the  word  in  the  firft  of  thefe 
faifes ;  and  in  the  New  Teftament  it  feems  peculiarly  ap- 
pfied  to  the  latter;  as  in  the  parable  of  the  rich  man^  who 
being  h  rm  Sk^  in  hell  and  torments,  did  thence  lift  up  his  l^e  zvi. 
§fes,  and  behold  afar  off  Lazarus  in  Abraham*s  hofom :  but 
ve  cannot  hence  infer  the  fame  concerning  the  ancient 
mwiniiig  of  the  vrotAJheoli  eljpecially  confidering  how  the- 
Jewt^  after  the  prophetical  days^  in  their  difperfions  be-* 
oonung  acquainted  with  the  worlds  did  borrow  foine  no- 
dons  and  expreffions  from  eUewhere ;  which  expreffions 
oar  Sainour  and  his  Apoftles  might  well  retain^  when 
they  were  (iiitable  and  accommodable  unto  truth. 

3*  But  however  it  be  determined  concerning  the  proper 
ienfe  in  general  of  this  principal  word  in  the  propofition^ 
and  of  the  reft  depending  thereon^  as  to  their  fignification 
here ;  I  do  thus^  as  to  the  prcfent  cafe^  and  the  laft  main 
qaeftion  propounded  about  the  meaning,  whereof  the 
words  are  capable  with  truth,  anfwer  briefly. 

I.  If  we  do  interpret  the  defcent  into  hell  here  affirmed 
of  our  Saviour's  interment,  or  being  laid  in  the  bofom 
of  that  univerfal  grave  we  before  fpake  of;  or  if  (in  a  no- 
tion little  difiering  from  that)  we  take  thefe  words  for  a 
phraie  (taking  its  ground  thence  in  the  manner  fore-men- 
tbned)  importing  no  otherwife  than  when  it  was  fpoken 
of  Jacob  and  others,  that  our  Saviour  did  really  pafs  into 
the  fiate  of  death;  we  are  fure  therein  not  to  err;  the  pro- 
pofition  fo  underftood  being  moft  certainly  true :  we  (hall 
aUb  hereby  be  able  fairly  to  fatisfy  the  firft  and  beft  (if 
not  the  only)  reafon  of  this  proportion  being  commended 
t»  our  belief.  For  that  place  in  the  A6ts  which  feems  to 
have  been  the  occafion  and  the  main  ground  of  this  pro- 
poStion  being  aflerted  in  thefe  terms,  doth  not  refufe,  but 
commodioufly  admits  this  interpretation:  for  our  Savi- 
our's Jiul  not  being  left  in  hell,  and  not  feeing  corruption. 


3^  He  defcended  into  HeU. 

SERM.  is  plainly  by  St.  Peter  himfelf  interpreted  of  his  refurrec- 
XXVIIL  tion ;  Davidy  faith  he,foref€eing  thisy  Jpake  of  Chrt/Fs  re^ 
Aa*  ii.  QuJiirreSiioni  and,  in  like  manner,  by  St.  Paul,  As  concerning 
xiii.  34.  ii^Qf  f^g  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  now  no  more  to  fee  cor^ 
ruptioUf  he  faid  in  this  wife — that  fpeech,  I  fay.  Our  Sa- 
viour*sfoul  not  being  left  in  belly  and,  not  feeing  corruption, 
is  by  the  Apoftles  interpreted  to  denote  our  Saviour's  re- 
furre£tion ;  that  is,  his  being  freed  from  the  bands  of 
death,  and  raifed  from  the  grave,  before  his  flefh  had  un- 
derwent corruption ;  and  it  is  oppofed  unto  David's  con- 
tinuing in  death  and  feeing  corruption ;  his  body  being 
corrupted  and  confumed  in  the  grave ;  the  Apoftles  not 
defigning  to  alTert  or  prove  more,  than  our  Lord's  refur- 
re^on :  David,  argue  they,  fell  on  fleep,  and  hath  con- 
tinued till  now  in  that  ftatej  David  remdned  unto  thb 
day  in  the  grave,  and  fo  his  body  being  reduced  to  duft 
AAs  ii.  99.  law  corruption ;  hiXiurvia't  i^  irafni,  he  died  and  was  buried, 
without  any  reverfion :  therefore  that  fpeech  of  his  in  the 
Pfalm  muft  not  fully  and  ultimately  be  underflood  of  him, 
to  whom  they  did  not  fo  exa£Uy  agree ;  but  of  fueh  an  one^ 
who  did  not  abide  in  that  deadly  fleep }  whofe  flefh,  being 
opportunely  raifed,  did  avoid  the  fight  (or  undergoing)  of 
Corruption.  And  whereas  it  is  faid,  r^v  "if^xriv  fiey  my  foul, 
or  my  life;  nothing  can  be  thence  drawn  greatly  prejudi- 
cial to  this  expofition ;  for  (to  omit  that  bolder  expofition 
of  Beza,  who  fometime  did  by  the  foul  underiland  the 
dead  body,  tranflating  the  words,  Non  derelinques  cadaver 
meum  in  fepulchro)  nothing  is  more  ufual  than  both  for 
the  flefh  and  for  the  foul  (each  of  them  fynecdochically) 
to  fignify  the  perfon,  confidered  as  fometime  endued  with 
Exod.zxzi.life;  Every  one  that  fnneth  fhall  be  put  to  death,  and^ 

Le'vit  vii    ^^^^  -^"^  fhaU  be  cut  off  J  are  terms  equivalent  in  the 

35, 37.  V.  Law;  The  foul  that  eateth,  The  foul  that  toucheth,  and  the 

Piki.Mtziii.^"^®  phrafes,  do  often  occur;  and  thofe  ezprefiions.  To  de» 

1 9*  zliz.i  5. /tVer  their  foul  from  death;  God  will  redeem  my  foul  from 

'  the  power  of  the  grave ;  JVhat  man  is  he  that  fhall  not  fee 

death,  that  fhall  deliver  his  foul  from  the  Iiand  of  the 

grave  P  do  feem  parallel  to  this.  Thou  Jhali  not  leave  my 

foul  in  hell;  which  yet  do  import  no  more,  than  the  per- 
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kms  there  fpoken  of  refpeftively  to  be  preferved  from  SERH« 
death.  XXWUI. 

Ag^D,  tsUkmgfoul  for  the  living  foul ,  or  that  faculty 
by  which  we  live^  and  hell  for  the  (late  of  death,  the 
words  mentioned,  Thou  wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  hell, 
wiU  have  this  natural  expofition,  agreeable  to  the  Apo- 
iUe's  defign ;  Thou  wilt  not  fufier  me  to  continue  deprived 
of  life,  tiU  my  fieih  be  corrupted.  It  is  alfo  obfervablej 
that  St.  Paul,  in  the  13th  of  the  A£ls,  negleding  the  for- 
Oier  part,  nou  fhalt  not  leaue  my  foul  in  helly  contents 
himfidf  with  the  latter,  Thtm  wilt  not  yield  thy  Holy  One 
tojke  corruption;  intimating  both  parts  to  fignify  the  fame 
tUog. 

If  it  be  objeifted  as  an  inconvenience  to  this  explication 
of  the  words  here  in  the  Qreed,  that,  admitting  it,  they 
figoify  00  more,  than  what  was  before  exprdT^  in  plain 
movdsy'  dead  q$id  buried;  and  fo  contain  only  a  needkfs  re* 
petition ;  I  anfwer, 

I.  That  this  objeAion  conoems  them  who  inli^ted  the 
words  here )  who  yet,  even  fuppofing  this  expofition  to  be 
good,  might  be  excufable,  as  iufpe6ting  it  poffible,  that 
our  Saviour's  being  h  a$ou,  according  to  St.  Peter,  might 
imply  more  than  this,  although  they  knew  not  what  dif- 
UD^Uy;  who  alfo  might  perhaps  intend  fomewhat  by 
thefe  words  different  from  this  fenfe,  but  not  fo  truly  ap- 
plicable to  them,  or  agreeable  to  the  truth  of  the  thing ; 
I  anfwer, 

a.  That  to  fay  our  Saviour  did  continue  in  the  fiate  of 
death  for  fome  time,  doth  add  fomewhat  above  his  being 
dead  and  buried;  wherefore  thus  underftanding  the  defcent 
doth  not  render  it  altogether  fuperfluous. 

3.  That  a  greater  inconvenience  feems  to  arife  from  ex- 
pofonding  them  otherwife ;  the  doing  fo  refleAing  upon 
the  more  ancient  compilers  both  of  this  and  other  bre- 
viaries of  faith,  as  the  Nicene  and  ConflantinopoHtan 
Councils,  Irenseus,  Tertullian,  &c.  who  left  them  out; 
which  they  (hould  not  have  done,  if  they  contain  any 
thing  highly  material,  and  different  from  what  is  here 
Qtherwife  exprefied ;  whofe  credit  is  (as  I  conceive)  more 
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SERM.  to  be  tendered,  than  of  their  juniors  and  followers  xin- 
XXVIII.  known  to  us ;  and  fo  much  the  more,  for  that  in  a  mattei 
of  this  kind,  defeat  or  omiflion  is  lefs  tolerable,  than  any 
redundance  in  expreflion.  Which  inconvenience  may  feem 
in  a  manner  to  reach  higher,  even  to  St.  Paul  himfelf  j 
who  in  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  his  firft  EpiAle  to  the  Co- 
rinthians, declaring  the  fum  of  what  he  both  learned  and 
taught  concerning  our  Saviour's  laft  grand  performances^ 
1  Cor.  nr,   only  mentions  his  death,  burial,  and  refurre£iion ;  J  ifo 
*^***  livered  unto  youjirjly  that  Chrt/l  died  for  ourjins  according 

to  the  Scriptures;  and  that  he  was  buried,  and  that  he  rqfi 
again  the  third  day  ;  which  enumeration  of  his,  we  mayj 
it  feems,  well  acquiefce  in,  as  fufficient  and  complete,  and 
may  thence  with  great  probability  infer,  that  no  other  <fe- 
fcent  of  our  Saviour  into  hell^  befide  his  death  and  burial^ 
was  by  him  underftood,  or  delivered  in  his  catechetica] 
difcourfes  and  preachings  as  a  point  of  faith ;  fo  that  what 
is  obje£ted  as  an  inconvenience,  proves  no  fmall  advantage 
to  this  expofition.  But  I  fay  farther,  to  the  main  queftion] 
that^ 

a.  Interpreting  hell  for  the  manfion,  or  habitation  oi 
fouls  departed  hence,  (to  omit,  that  Jheoly  as  I  befon 
noted,  feems  to  fignify  otherwife  in  the  Old  Teftament 
Ei>  5  ^iTt$  and  confequently  thence  the  place  in  the  Afts  applied 
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^<{,,.,;,j^out  of  the  Pfalms  would  not  be  proper  to  this  purpofe] 
;tir#»i»a»»3i  whereby  the  main  ^ound  and  fupport  of  the  aflertion  it- 
/Airaura-  felf^  takcu  according  to  this  fenfe,  were  removed  j  waving. 
jv*^  J^i/l  ^  ^^y^  ^^^^  confideration,  and  taking  oSijj,  according  to  the 
oM.  meaning  which  we  muft  confefs  it  fometime  to  bear  it 

^7riZL  ^^®  N®^  Teftatnent,  yetj)  there  feems  to  follow  fome  in- 
Mi  Jif»us.  convenience  thereon.     For  then  we  muft  either  take  it  foi 
the  place  of  damned  fpirits,  fhut  up  in  torment  or  defpair. 
(according  to  which  acception  the  propofition  itfelf  would 
be  moft  certainly  uncertain,  having  no  folid  ground  for  it; 
and  moft  probably  falfe,  for  that  it  is  affirmed,  our  Sa- 
viour's foul,  the  fame  day  he  died,  did  go  into  paradife: 
Lukexxiii.  This  day,  faid  he  to  the  penitent  ihief,  Jhalt  thou  be  with 
"**•  me  in  paradife,)  or  we  muft  take  it  for  a  place  common  tc 

all  fouls,  as  well  good  and  blefted,  as  bad  and  miferaUe  \ 
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(for  that  it  in  the  New  Teftament  at  leaft  comprehends  SERM* 
the  place  of  torment^  is  evident  by  the  parable  of  the  rich  XXVIII. 
man  and  Lazarus.)     But  I  think  that  St.  Auftin  had  rea- 
fon  to  doubt,  whether  it  were  confonant  to  the  ftyle  of 
the  New  Teftament,  that  hades,  relating  to  the  ftate  of 
fouls,  fhould  there  be  ever  taken  in  a  good  or  middle 
fenfe,  at  leaft,  whereas  it  is  faid  in  the  Revelation,  that 
thofe  two  infeparable  companions,  death  and  hades,  (that  Rev.  xx. 
hades,  which  is  faid  to  render  up  its  dead  to  judgment,) 
were  cq/l  into  the  lake  of  fire,  it  is  hard  to  fuppofe,  that 
paradi/e  was  caft  in  there )  yea  hard  it  were  to  fay,  that 
hades  was  caft  in  thither,  fuppofing  that  word  did  then  in 
its  ufual  latitude  of  fignification  (as  Chriftians  underftood 
it)  comprehend  paradife.    Yea  farther,  this  explication 
forces  us  upon  this  inconvenience,  that  we  miift  fuppofe 
paradife  to  be  feated  in  a  place  beneath  us,  of  within  the 
earth ;  that  paradife,  which  is  either  the  fame  with  the 
third  (or  higheft)  heavens  in  St.  Paul,  or  confining  thereto;  3  Cor.  xH. 
it  is,  I  lay,  hard  to  be  forced  by  an  interpretation  of  thefe^J^I^/ 
words,  to  confent,  that  paradife  (that  locus  divince  amoeni^*'^^**  «'^» 
tatis  recipiendis  fan&orum  fpiritihus  deftinatus',  the  place^^v,  Jsn  iJ 
nf  divine  comfort  and  amenity,  de/lined  to  receive  thejpirits^^"'^ 
of  the  Joints)  fhould  have  its  place  in  the  darkfome  bowels  m«,  &c. 
of  the  earth ;  no  commodious  fituation,  it  feems,  for  a  gar-  tomf  a/^r 
den,  for  delightfome  walks  and  bowers :  yet  fo  it  miift  be  R^fi"- 1- 
feated,  that  our  Saviour's  foul  may  (at  leaft  in  rigour  and ^7. 47. 
propriety  of  fpeech)  be  faid  to  defcend  thereinto.    The 
word  defcend,  taking  hell  for  the  ancient  Jheol,  is  proper 
enough,  and  hath  ground  both  in  authentic  ufe  and  the 
nature  of  the  thing ;  but  taking  hell  in  this  fenfe,  (for  the 
place  of  fouls,)  it  is  moft  probably  improper,  and  hath  no 
certain  ground  or  authority  to  commend  it  ^  for  it  is  faid, 
that  our  Saviour's  foul  was  in  hell,  not  that  it  defcended 
thither ;  nor  can  it  by  confequence  be  inferred  fo  to  have 
done,  according  to  this  meaning  of  helL    However, 

3.  I  add,  that  feeing  it  is  a  moft  certain  truthj  that  our 
Saviour's  foul  did  immediately  go  into  the  place  appointed 
to  receive  happy  fouls  after  their  receilion  from  the  body, 
and  refignation  into  Grod's  bands ;  if  we  take  hell  in  a  gc- 
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SE  UM.  neral  and  common  fenfe  for  the  pl^ce,  or  the  (late  of  fouli 
XXVIII.  departed ;  and  defcending  for  pafling  thereinto,  (by  a  fall 
"""""""  ing,  as  it  were,  from  life,  or  by  going  away  together  wiU 
the  defcent  of  the  body ;  aiKl  thence  ftyled  defcending 
what  appeareth  viiibly  happening  to  the  body  being  ac- 
commodated  to  the  foul ;)  if,  I  fay,  we  do  thus  interpre 
our  Saviour's  defcent  into  helly  for  his  foul's  going  into  th( 
common  receptacle  and  manfion  of  fouls,  we  fhall  fo  do- 
ing be  fure  not  fubftantially  to  miftake.    And  this  fenfe 
I  conceive,  if  tlie  words  can  handfomely  bear  it,  woulc 
be  very  proper  to  this  place,  as  fignifying  fomewhat  dif- 
tin6t  from  what  is  otherwife  exprefled,  and  ferving  to  th< 
farther  eftablifliment  of  thofe  great  articles  adjoining,  oui 
Lord's  death  and  refurreBion  ;  it  implying  the  perfed  ac* 
comptifhment  of  death,  for  the  foul  to  have  deferted  tb< 
body,  and  to  have  been  tranflated  into  that  idwarov  ^v, 
Wifd.  xvii.  (as  the  book  of  Wifdom  calls  it,)  that  invifible  region,  fo 
far  diftant  hence,  whence— r«wcflre  gradum  fuperqfqtu 
evadere  ad  auras,  is  a  labour  indeed,  and  a  work  not 
to  be  effefted,  but  by  the  power  of  him  whofe  preroga- 
1  Sam.ii.6.tive  it  is,  to  kill,  and  make  alive;  to  bring  down  to  heU^ 
^,         ^'and  io  bring  up;  to  lead  unto  the  gates  of  hell,  and  to  bring 

la.  This  is  all  that  I  (hall  fay  about  this  intricate  point;  for 

I  cannot  well  be  at  the  pain  to  confider  or  examine  thofe 
conceits,  which  pretend  to  acquaint  us  why  and  to  what 
effe£l  our  Saviour  defcended  into  hell. 

That  our  Lord  went  thither  to  preach  unto,  convert, 
and  redeem  from  thence  all,  or  fome  of  the  damned  fouls  ^ 
lTcn.iv.45.  (for  fome  fay,  that  he  depopulated  and  emptied  that  re- 
EiSb.Hift.P^"  of  darknefs ;  others  are  not  fo  liberal  as  to  free  all 
1.  ult.  thence,  but  only  the  fitter  objefts  of  compaffion  and  fa- 
ll, p.  163.*  vour ;  both  faying  that  which  hath  very  weak  or  no  rea- 
Eufeb^Dc-  ^^^^  *®  maintain,  very  ftrong  and  plain  obje6iions  to  aflail 

inonft.z.8.it.) 

Cont^Apol-     '^^^^  he  went  to  refcue  and  oonduA  into  glory  the 

Un.  fouls  of  the  Patriarchs,  and  other  good  perfons,  from  that 

infernal  limbus,  in  which  till  then  they  were  detained,  (a 

place  by  no  likely  means  to  be  proved  exiftent  otherwhere 


I 

thlBi  in  the  fkkicy  of  its  invetitors;)  or^  that  he  went  tQ  S£RM. 
dditcr  the  fends  of  the  jiift,  and  Prophets,  from  the  wicked  XXVIlt. 
powers,  into  wbofe  power  thfey  had  ftdlen,  (As  Juftin  Mar*- ""— ~^ 
tyr  in  hift  Dialogue  with  Tiyphon,  p.  105.) 

That  he  went  to  affront,  triumph  over,  and  terrify  the  Vid.  Mon- 
powers  of  darknefs  upon  their  own  ground,  or  in  their  JJJJj!^  p^^ 
own  dominions.  p-  44a.  et  in 

Thefe  and  the  like  conceits  feem  enough  difcounte-   ^^'' 
nanced  by  faying,  the  Scriptures  nowhere  plainly  declare 
any  fuch  thing,  and  that  therefore  they  have  no  good 
ground  to  ftand  upon,  (they  pretend  only  one  or  two  dif- 
ficult and  obfcure  places  in  the  firft  EpiiUe  of  St.  Peter, 
which  are  capable  of  fair  expoiitions  not  favourable  to 
them;)  whereas  in  teaching  us,  that  our  Lord  preached 
upon  earth  falvation  to  them,  who  in  this  life  (hould  be 
converted  to  believe  upon  him  and  obey  his  laws ;  damna- 
tion irrecoverable  to  them,  who  (hould  perfift  in  infidelity 
and  difobedience :  that  he  merited  by  his  obedience,  and 
purchafed  by  his  blood,  both  a  redemption  from  all  future  Heb.  ii.  14. 
diftrefs  and  a  tranflation  into  blifs;  that  he  by  his  death  ^^°^""^ 
vanquifhed  all  the  powers  of  hell,  and  triumphed  over 
them  upon  the  crofs ;  in  thefe  things  the  Scripture  is  very 
clear  and  copious  :    but  concerning  that  redemption  of 
fouls  beneath,  that  tranflation  of  fouls  out  of  fubterrane- 
ou8  clofets,  or  *  prifons,  (as  they  call  them,)  that  local  *  Bcllarm. 
triumph  in  the  Devil's  kingdom,  it  is  quite  filent,  or  very 
dark  in  expreffion  about  them  ;  whence  we  may  well  be 
fomewhat  backward  in  yielding  aflent  to  fuch  devices,  of 
which,  if  any  perhaps  (hould  be  true,  yet  could  not  the       , 
belief  thereof  be  of  neceflity,  or  great  importance  to  us  : 
for  what  our  Saviour  fo  did  below  would  not  belong  to 
the  falvation  of  the  living,  which  is  abundantly  provided 
for  by  his  death  and  refurreSion,  with  what  followed 
them,  nor  would  it  much  refer  to  our  praftice,  which  is 
otherwife  fufficiently  direfted  and  encouraged.     So  that  Vid.  Fidci 
we  may  however  fafely  be  ignorant  in  regard  to  any  of  ^^^  JJ^ 
thofe  notions.    But  let  it  fuffice  to  have  difcourfed  thus  tinian.  Ttt. 
far  about  this  endlefs  queftion ;  except  we  will  end  it  with  aj  lit.  viii. 
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SERM.  that  faying  of  St.  Auftin;  Melius  eft  duhiiare  de  occuUis, 
^^^^^^'  quam  litigare  de  inceriis  :  or  with  that  more  peremptory 
Calv.  Inft.  faying  of  Calvin ;  Aiqui  Jlultum  et  temerarium  eft  de  re- 
in. 25, 6.  ly^g  incognitis  altius  inquirerey  quam  Deus  nobis  fare  per- 
mittit. 


^e  rofe  again  from  tU  DeaD. 


SERMON   XXIX. 


Acts  i.  3. 

To  whom  alfo  he  Jhewed  himfelf  alive  after  his  pajffion  by 
many  infallible  proofs^  being  feen  of  them  forty  daysj 
and  Jpeaking  of  the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

J.  HE  mod  proper  and  moft  ufual  way  of  God,  in  con-  SERM. 
finning  any  truth  of  high  moment  in  fpecial  manner  re-   XXIX. 
vealed  by  him,  is  by  lending  unto  them  whom  he  em- 
ploys  as  meflengers  thereof  his  powerful  arm,  for  the  per- 
formance of  works  fupematural  or  miraculous.     Of  fuch 
works  there  is  none  more  certainly  fuch,  than  railing  a 
dead  perfon  to  life ;   the  doing  which  upon  feveral  ac- 
counts plainly  furpaffeth  the  power  of  any  creature ;  not 
only  as  exceeding  the  ordinary  law  and  courfe  of  nature 
eftablifhed  and  upheld  by  God,  but  for  that  the  fouls  of 
men  departing  hence  do  return  into  God's  hand,  or  into  a 
ftate  by  high  fentence  determined,  whence  no  creature  is 
able  to  fetch  them  down,  or  raife  them  up  ;  becaufe  alfo 
God  hath   referved  the  prerogative  of  doing  this  unto 
himfelf;  he  holding  (as  it  is  exprefled  in  the  Revelation)  Rev.  i.  18. 
the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death;  he  having  fiud,  lam  he,  and  ^^"^•***"- 
there  is  no  God  be  fide  me :  I  kilL  and  I  make  alive.  1  Sam.ii.6. 

There  could  alfo  particularly  be  no  more  proper  way  of  ^^^^  '  *^'"' 
confirming  our  religion  to  come  from  God,  whether  we 
confider  the  perfons  whom  it  was  defigned  for,  or  the  doc- 
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SERM.  trines  it  propounded.    The  Jews  were  uncapable  of  con- 

XXIX.  vi6tion  by  any  other  way,  than  by  miracle ;  no  other  rea- 

fon  would  have  been  apprehended  by  them,  or  would 

5  Cor.  i.  92.  have  had  ^ny  foi:ce  upon  them  :  The  JewSj  faith  St.  Paul^ 

John  IT.  48.  require  ajign;  and.  Except  yefeejigns  and  wonders^  ye  will 
not  believe^  laid  our  Saviour  to  them.  The  Gentiles  alfo  had 
been  fo  ufed  to  the  winding  off  and  on  the  fubtilties  and 
the  plaufibilities  of  difputation,  that  nothing  probably  in 
that  kind  would  have  fufficed  to  perfuade  them  ;  and 
therefore  foraewhat  miraculous  in  the  higheft  kind  might 
be  needful  to  convert  them  :  alfo  the  moft  peculiar  and 
eminent  doftrines  of  our  religion  (fuch  as  are,  Our  Lord 
Jefus  being  the  MeffiaSy  the  Son  of  God,  and  Saviour  of  the 
world;  the  future  refurreSiion^  general  judgment y  and  dif- 
penfation  of  rewards,  anfwerable  to  men's  pra6lice  in  this 
life)  cannot  more  immediately  and  direAly  be  aflured, 
than  by  the  refurreftion  from  the  dead  of  him  who  prin- 
cipally did  reveal  them. 

Wherefore  Almighty  God  in  confirmation  of  our  reli- 
gion did  perform  this  great  work  in  railing  Jefus  our  Lord 
from  the  dead ;  and  withal  (for  the  conviftion  of  the 
world,  for  rendering  our  faith  reafonable  and  our  infi- 
delity inexcufable)  he  did  take  efpecial  care,  that  the  fa& 
(hould  by  very  fufEcient  teftimony  be  conveyed  unto  us  ; 

Aasx.  41.  to  which  purpofe  he  did,  as  St.  Peter  faith,  vrpoxoporovtivy 
predefign,  pick  out,  and  appoint  a  competent  number  of 
perfons,  in  all  refpefts  capable  and  fit  to  aflert  it :  thus  is 
that  which  St.  Luke  in  our  text  doth  in  way  of  hiftorical 
narration  affirm.  And  becaufe  the  truth  thereof  is  in  its 
kind  the  principal  argument,  whereby  the  truth  of  our  re- 
li^en  in  grofs  may  be  evinced,  we  fhall  for  the  confirma^ 
tibn  of  our  faith  againil  all  impreffions  of  this  incredulous 
(and  therefore  impious)  age,  endeavour  by  God's  aiSft- 
Anct  now  to  declaim  and  maintain  it.  That  Jefus  truly 
died,  all  the  woild  could  teflify ;  no  death  was  ever  more 
folemn  or  remarkable ;  nor  do  any  adverfaries  conteft  it ; 
that  he  after  that  death  was  by  divine  power  rsufed  again 
to  life  is  that  which  we  believe  and  ailert.  Now  whoever 
with  reafon  ihall  dcAibt  thereof  or  deny  it^  muft  do  it^ 
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either  becaufe  of  fome  repugnance  in  the  faA  itfelf^  im*  SERM. 
plying  that  it  could  not  well  be  done  5  or  from  deficiency  XXIX. 
of  the  teftimony  proving  it,  as  to  its  authors,  or  circum*  ' 

ftaaoes :  but  neither  of  thefe  exceptions  may  reafonably 
be  admitted. 

As  for  the  faft  itfelf,  or  the  notion  of  a  refurreftion  in 
general,  there  cannot,  (admitting  that,  which>  as  capable  of 
antecedaneous  proof,  and  as  acknowledged  by  all  perfons 
owning  any  religion,  may  be  prefuppofed,  the  power  and 
providence  of  God,  together  with  his  chief  attributes  of 
wifdom  land  goodnefs  incomprehenfible,)  there  cannot  be 
any  repugnance  therein,  or  any  incredibility.  For  it  was 
neither  in  its  nature  itnpoflible  to  God,  or  in  its  defigti 
unworthy  of  him ;  it  contained  nothing  apparently  either 
beyond  the  power  of  God,  or  prefumeable  to  be  againft 
has  will. 

I.  To  raife  a  dead  man  to  life,  iis  indeed,  we  confefs  and 
avow,  a  wofk  furpailing  the  power  of  any  creature  not 
affifted  by  God;  but  no  reafon  can  be  affigned,  why  it 
(bould  go  beypnd  the  divine  power.  The  doing  it  doth 
not  involve  contradi&ion,  and  is  therefore  an  obje£i  of 
power,  and  at  lead  is  achievable  by  Omnipotence :  let  the 
foul  be  what  it  will,  and  in  whatever  life  may  be  fuppofed 
to  coniift,  nothing  can  hinder  that  God  may  reduce  the 
parts  of  a  man  into  the  fame  ftate  they  fometime  before 
were  in.  And  very  eafily  it  is  conceivable,  that  he  who 
(according  to  the  general  notions  and  current  traditions 
of  tnankind)  did  firfi  infpire  the  foul  of  man  into  his  body, 
may  reinfufe  it  being  feparated ;  that  he  who  after  death 
keepeth  it  in  his  hatid,  may  thence  reftore  it  5  who  alfo 
(according  to  hiftories  received  in  all  the  principal  reli- 
gions that  have  been  in  the  world)  hath  often  a&ually  per- 
formed it.  PUny  indeed  doth  reckon  this  among  inftances 
of  things  abfolutely  impoflible ;  ^  It  is^  laith  he,  a  great 
folace  of  our  imperfeSi  nature^  that  even  God  cannot  do  all 

*  Imperfe^ae  vero  in  homine  naturae  prsecipua  folatia  font,  ne  Deum  qui- 
dem  pofl*e  omnia  ;  nam  neque  iibi  poteft  mortem  confcifcere  fi  velit,  (quod 
homini  dedit  optimum  in  tantis  vitse  malis)  nee  mortales  stemitafee  donare, 
nee  levocare  dellm6^ot«  Prtn,  ii.  7* 
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SERM.  things  ;  for  neither  can  he  bring  death  upon  himfelf  if  he 
^^'^'   wouldy  nor  be/low  eternity  on  mortals^  nor  recall  the  dead  to 
life :  but  it  is  no  wonder,  that  he,  who  thought  the  foul 
quite  to  perifh  by  death,  (hould  conceive  the  reftitution 
thereof  impoflible ;  although  even  fuppofing  that,  his  opi- 
nion was  not  reafonable ;  for  even  any  thing,  how  cor- 
ruptible foever  by  diffolution  of  its  ingredients,  or  altera- 
tion of  its  temperament,  may,  by  recolle£Ung  and  rejoin- 
ing thofe  ingredients,  or  by  reeftablifhing  the  caufes  of 
fuch  a  temperament,  be  reftored,  (as  a  houfe  whofe  mate- 
rials are  difperfed  may  be  reedified,  or  as  a  liquor  by  a  new 
fermentation  may  be  revived ;)  which  to  efTeft  may  not  be 
deemed  hard  to  him  that  made  the  whole  world :  how- 
ever to  fuch  as  him  we  may  fay,  as  our  Saviour  did  to  the 
Jcr.  xxxii.  Sadducees,  Ye  err,  not  knowing  the  Scriptures,  nor  the 
Matt.  xxii.  P^^^  ^f  God.     Efpecially  to  thofe  who  acknowledge  the 
39.  immortality  of  the  foul,  or  its  permanence  in  a  feparate 

ftate,  and  who  admit  the  truth  of  the  ancient  hiftories 
among  the  Jews,  it  is  not  only  mod  evidently  poilible, 
but  very  credible,  that  God  upon  any  confiderable  oc- 
cafion  fhould  perform  it :  with  fuch  St.  Paul  might  well 
A6U  xxvi.  thus  expoftulate ;  What  ?  doth  it  feem  incredible  to  you^ 
®*  that  God  fhould  raife  the  dead  ?  to  you  that  have  fuch 

previous  notions  and   perfuafions  about  God's  omnipo* 
tency  5  (fuch  as  the  prophet  Jeremiah  expreffeth  when  he 
Jer.  xxxii.  faith^  jih  Lord  God!  behold,  thou  hajl  made  the  heaven  and 
Zech.  vili.  '^  earth  by  thy  great  power  and  Jlretched-out  arm,  and 
6.  there  is  nothing  too  hard  for  thee :)  to  you  who  avow  God 

Hcljf^'li*.  9.  to  be  the  Fathei'  offpirits,  who  formeth  the  fpirit  of  man 
Num.  xvi.  ufithin  him,  and  that  when  man  dieth,  his  fpirit  retumeth 

32.  zzvii.  ^         */i 

16.  to  God  who  gave  it :  to  you  who  believe  that  our  fouls  are 

^^v*"'g'fpiritual  fubdances,  like  unto  angels,  fubfifting  after  death, 
Eccles.  xii.  and  deftined  to  ftiture  rewards :  to  you,  in  fine,  who  may 
*'  in  your  holy  records  find  fo  many  experiments  of  this 

power  exerted  by  God  in  his  Prophets ;  fuch  as  that  of 
1  Rings  Elias's  reftoring  the  widow  of  Sarepta's  fon;  of  Elifha 
a KVngsiv.  raifing  the  fon  of  the  Shunamite ;  that  of  the  dead  man 
35.  zui.ai.  reviving  when  his  body  touched  the  Prophet's  bone^  :  to 

you  therefore  this  fa£t  cannot  be  in  itfelf  incredible  3  nQr 
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indeed  can  It,  for  the  reafon  fuggefted,  to  any  man  reafon-  SERM. 
ably  feem  impoflible.  ^^^^' 

2.  Nor  was  it  apparendy  in  its  defign  unworthy  of 
God,  or  inconfiftent  with  his  holy  will :  for  the  ends 
diereof  (fuch  as  were  pretended  by  the  attefters  of  it) 
were,  as  very  great  and  important,  fo  mod  good  and  rea- 
fonable ;  it  aimed  at  no  flight  or  trifling  matter,  but  fuch 
as  in  appearance  highly  concerned  the  glory  of  God,  and 
conduced  to  the  welfare  of  mankind ;  it  profeffing  itfelf  to 
be  a  credential  of  the  greateft  embafly  that  ever  came 
down  from  heaven  to  men,  importing  the  complete  reve- 
lation of  God's  will  and  procurement  of  falvation  to  the 
world ;  and  did  therefore  in  that  refpe£t  well  become  the 
wildom  and  goodnefs  of  God  to  ufe  it.  It  pretended  to 
confirm  a  do6lrine  containing  mod  true  and  worthy  re- 
prefentations  of  God,  the  bed  that  could  be ;  declaring 
moft  gracious  intentions  in  God  of  mercy  and  kindnefs  to-^ 
ward  men ;  no  lefs  proper  for  him  than  grateful  and  need- 
ful for  us ;  prefcribing  moft  exceUent  rules  and  patterns  of 
fife,  (wherein  the  moft  genuine  piety  and  virtue,  moft 
€xa£l  juftice  and  hearty  charity,  moft  ftrift  purity  and  fo- 
briety  are  prefcribed,)  yielding  the  moft  effeftual  helps  to 
the  praAice  of  all  goodnefs,  and  tendering  the  beft  encou- 
ragement thereto ;  and  upon  this  account  therefore  alfo 
moft  worthy  of  God.  So  that  indeed  God  could  not  be 
concaved  to  perform  fuch  a  miracle  to  better  purpofe, 
than  for  promoting  the  defigns  it  pretendeth,  being  fo 
very  great,  and  fo  very  good :  it  could  not  be  improper 
for  the  Divine  power  to  be  thus  exerted  in  favour  of  a  re- 
ligion fo  apt  to  promote  his  glory,  and  to  procure  our 
benefit. 

If  it  be  faid,  that  it  is  abfurd  or  improbable,  that  God 
ihould  choofe  to  perform  this  miracle  upon  a  perfon  of 
this  fort ;  one  fo  mean  and  obfcure  in  the  ftate  of  his  life, 
fo  wretched  and  infamous  for  the  manner  of  his  death ; 
that  God  rather  fhould  have  chofen  for  the  interpreter  of 
his  mind,  and  minifter  of  his  purpofes,  a  perfonage  more 
illuftrious  in  rank,  and  clear  in  repute ;  I  anfwer,  firft,  that 
~our  fhallQW  &ncy  is  a  bad  and  incompetent  judge  of  what 
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SERM.  is  reafonable  or  abfurd,  convenient  or  unfit,  in  fuch  caies> 
XXIX.  touching  the  counfels  of  God;  whofeeih  not  as  man  feeth; 
1  Sam.  xvi.  ^f^^fi  thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts^  nor  ways  as  our 
7.  ways;  whofe  folly  is  wifer  than  men^  (that  is,  whofe  coufi-* 

xl.  13.  fels,  however  feeming  ftrange  to  our  dim  at>prehenfion§) 
9G>r.i.35.^Q  yet  far  excel  the  refults  of  bur  beft  wifdom;)  before 
Luke  xvi.  whom,  whatever  is  high  among  men  is  abominable ;  tvilh 
J  Q,^^  J3  tt/Aom  the  wifdom  of  this  world  is  folly  ;  whofe  judgmerUs 
Rom.xi.  are  unjfearchabley  and  his  ways  are  pq/ijinding  out ;  a6  the 
(PT.  xcii.  5.  boly  Scriptures  teach  us ;  and  as  good  reafon,  confidering 
xxxvi.  7.)   ^g  y^ft  diftance  between  God  and  us,  muft  acknowled^  c 

Job  JLU7,  '      .  ^ 

lo  that  no  luch  appearance  of  inoongnuty  can  bottom  4 
good  exception  againft  this,  or  any  fuch  isatter,  other- 
wife  well  attefted.  I  fay  farther,  that  God's  choice  here* 
ui,  being  we^hed  by  a  pure  and  well  difpofed  mind,  will 
appear  upon  many  accounts  full  of  admirable  reafon  and 
wifdom ;  all  the  divine  economy  concerning  bur  Lord, 
1  Cor.  ii.  6,  being  rightly  apprehended,  will  foon  appear  wifdom  to  the 
lkzxLj,u\9.P^f^^y  and  wiU  be  jufiified  by  the  children  of  wifdom;  aB 
that  wherein  God's  tranfcendent  goodnefs,  and  perfe^  juf- 
tice,  and  glorious  power  are  with  greateft  adv^iitiige  dif- 
played;  whereby  the  hearts  of  men  are  mod  fweetly  cokn- 
forted  under  their  fenfe  of  fin  and  fear  of  mifery,  their 
minds  are  moft  clearly  inftruded  in  the  ways  of  duty  and 
happinefs,  their  affe^ons  are  moft  ftrongly  excited  and 
encouraged  to  the  practice  of  All  goodnefs  :  to  fuch  pur«- 
**  pofes  (for  caufes  which,  were  it  now  feafonable,  we  could 

produce)  our  Saviour's  low  condition  and  hard  circum- 
ftances  did  admirably  ferve ;  and  therefore  upon  that  fcore 
it  could  not  be  unlikely,  that  God  fhould  r^e  him  from 
the  dead. 

3.  But  neither  (which  is  the  moft  confiderable  point)  is 
the  teftimony  averting  this  faft  anywife  defeftive  or  in- 
fufficient,  but  hath  all  the  conditions  imaginably  requifile 
to  the  moft  entire  aftiirance  of  any  fuch  matter.  The  de- 
feat in  the  teftimony,  if  any  be,  muft  arife  from  weaknisfs 
or  from  wilfulnefs  in  the  witnefles,  (their  want  df  know- 
ledge, or  miftake,  their  want  of  honefty  or  their  utifaldlF- 
fiilnels,)  or  from  fome  circnmftaiioes  bdonging  to  their 
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peribns^  or  their  tefliinony^  able  to  invalidate  their  attefta-  SERM. 
tion;  but  none  of  thefe  things  can  with  reafon  be  fup-  3CXIX. 
pofed ;  they  were  in  all  refpeSs  more  than  competently 
qualified  to  atteft,  and  all  coniiderablc  circumftances  do 
afiift  in  confirming  their  atteftation ;  as  by  weighing  the 
confiderations  following  may  appear. 

I.  As  for  their  number^  it  was  not  one  or  two  perfons^ 
(although  one  or  two  ordinarily  do  fuffice  for  decifion  of 
the  greateft  cafes  among  men,)  but  many  who  confpired 
m  aflerting  it.    He  was  (faith  St.  Paul,  one  who  was  con- 1  Cor.  zv. 
verfant  with  thefe  witnefles,  who,  of  a  zealous  adverfary*'*' 
and  fierce  perfecutor  of  this  teftimony,  did  become  an 
earned  avoucher  thereof)  feen   of  Cephas,  then  of  the 
twelve  :  after ,  he  was  feen  of  above  five  hundred  brethren  at 
once;  of  whom  the  greater  part  remain  unto  this  prefent^ 
And,  This  Jefusy  fay  the  twelve  Apoftles,  hath  God  raifedABs  ii.  u» 
lip,  whereof  all  we  are  witneffes:  twelve  there  were  ^ho?^' ^•^®g' 
principally  were  defigned,  and  did  take  it  for  their  efpecial 
duty  to  atteft  this  matter,  befide  many  others,  who  in 
their  order  were  able  and  ready  to  do  it. 

a.  Thefe  witnefles  were  no  ftrangers  to  Jefus,  but  per- 
fons  by  long  converfation  moft  familiarly  acquainted  with 
him ;  who  had  (as  it  is  faid,  and  as  it  was  notorious)  been  johnxv.^. 
with  him  from  the  beginning,  who  went  out  and  in  with^*^'^^> 
him  all  the  time  (that  is,  for  three  years'  fpSLce)  from  his 
hapiifin  to  his  afcenfion. 

3.  They  did  aver  themfelves  to  be  ecuroirlas  toO  Xoyov,  or  Luke  i.  a. 
odmpcieg,  eye  or  ear-witnefles  of  the  matter,  as  fully  in- 
formed about  it  as  fenfes  could  make  them  ;  JVe  cannot  Aas  !▼.  aow 
but  Jpeak  what  we  have  heard  and  feen :  fVhat  we  did  fee  1  John  i.  1. 
with  our  eyes,  and  what  our  hands  did  handle  of  the  word 
of  life,  that  we  report  unto  you  ;  fo  St.  John  (the  beloved 
difciple,  who  conftantly  attended  on  his  dear  Mafter)  ex- 
prefleth  his  teftimony  :    and.  We  have  not  followed  cun"  2  Pet.  i.  is* 
ninghf  devifed  fables,  when  we  made  known  unto  you  the 
power  and  prefence  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  but  were  eye^ 
witneffes  of  his  maje/iy  ;  fo  St.  Peter  af&rmeth  concerning 
the  manner  of  their  teftifying  thefe  matters.    They  did,  I 
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SE  RM.  fay,  hear  taA  fee  hiiti,  atid  that  with  all  advantage  poffible  or 

XXIX.  needful,  not  once  or  twice,  not  in  paflling,  or  at  diftance, 

not  in  way  of  glimpfe  or  rumour ;  but  often,  for  a  good 

time,  thoroughly ;  many  days  converfing  and  interchang- 

A6Uz.  41.  ing  difcourfes  with  him;  who^  as  St.  Peter  in  the  name 
of  the  red  faith,  did  eat  and  drink  with  him  after  that  he 

Ads  i.  8.  rofefriym  the  dead :  and,  To  whoniy  as  St.  Luke,  their. com- 
panion, from  their  mouth  in  our  text  faith,  alfo  he  fhewed 
himfelf  alive  after  his  pajjion  by  many  infallible  proofs^ 
being  feen  of  them  forty  days,  and  fpeaking  of  the  things 

Aatziii.    pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God:  and,  He  was,  faith 

^^'  St.  Paul,  another  familiar  of  theirs,y^en  many  days  of  them 

which  came  up  with  him  from  Galilee  to  Jerufalem,  who 
are  his  witneffes  to  the  people*  And  two  of  thefe  witneiles^ 
St.  John  and  St.  Matthew,  are  in  writings  extant  relater» 
of  paflkges  occurring  in  their  converfation  with  him,  very 
many,  vtvy  ienfible  as  can  be. 

4.  We  may  alfo  confider,  that  the  chief  of  thefe  wit- 
nefles,  the  Apoflles  themfelves,  were  at  firft  (as  St.  Luke 
of  them  and  from  them  confefleth)  fo  far  from  being  eafy 
or  credulous  in  regard  to  this  matter,  that,  hearing  it  from 
others,  who  before  had  feen  our  Lord  rifen,  they  took  it 
for  a  trifle,  or  a  fi£tion,  and  gavp  no  credence  thereto: 

Luke  xziT.  their  words,  faith  the  text,  efirficrav  da-t)  Xripo$y  did  feem  to 

Matth        them  {a  toy,  01)  an  idle  tale,  and  they  believed  them  fHoU 

xxviii.  17.  Yea,  fome  of  them  would  hardly  confide  in  their  owa 

eyes,  nor  would  yield  aflent  unto  the  fa£k  appearing  to 

them,  until,  by  letting  them  touch  him,  and  (hewing  them 

the  marks  of  his  crucifixion  remaining  on  his  body,  he 

demonftrated  himfelf  to  be  the  very  fame  perfon  who  had 

Luke  xxiv.  lived  with  them  and  died  before  them ;  They  were  terri- 

John  XX.   J^^  ^^^  affrighted,  and  fuppofed  they  had  feen  a  fpirit-^ 

27.  and  while  they  yet  believed  not  for  joy^  and  wondered,  ^c. 

are  words  in  the  hiftory. 

5.  Upon  thefe  grounds,  as  they  profefTed,  they  did, 

without  any  mincing,  heiitancy,  or  refervation,  in  the  mofl 

full,  clear,  downright,  and  peremptory  manner,  with  firm 

AasiT.  31,  confidence  and  alacrity,  concurrently  aver  the  fa£lj  They 
aa.  xiv.  a. 
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/pake  the  word  of  God  with  loldnefs — a7id  with  great  power  SERM. 
gave  the  Apqftles  witnefs  of  the  refnrre&ion  of  the  Lord  XXIX. 
JefiiS.  — — — 

Which  things  being  weighed,  it  will  appear  impoflible 
that  the  atteflers  of  this  tuQ.  (fuppofing  them  in  their  witd 
and  fenfes;  and  certainly  they  were  fo^  as  prefently  vfe'WfuTfwmv- 
fliall  (hew,  and  as  the  thing  itfelf  plainly  fpeaks)  could  not  ^^x^^^^ 
be  ignorant  therein,  or  miflaken  about  it.  For  if  all  the  2  Cor.iv. 
fenfes  of  fo  many  perfons  in  a  matter  fo  grofsly  fenfible, 
fo  often,  and  for  fuch  a  continuance  of  time,  can  be  dif- 
trufied;  if  the  Apoflles  could  imagine  they  faw  their 
friend  and  Mailer,  whom  they  fo  long  had  waited  upon, 
when  they  did  not  fee  him ;  that  they  heard  him  making 
long  difcourfes  with  them^  when  they  did  not  hear  him ; 
that  they  did  walk,  eat,  and  drink  with  him,  did  touch 
and  feel  him,  when  there  was  really  no  fuch  thing ;  what 
afliirance  can  we  have  of  any  thing  mod  fenfible  ?  what 
te(timony  can  be  of  any  validity  or  ufe  ?  On  that  hand, 
therefore^  the  teftimony  is  impregnable,  the  witnefTes  can- 
not be  accoimted  ignorant  or  miflaken  in  the  cafe;  for 
number,  or  for  ability,  they  cannot  be  excepted  againil. 

It  muft  be  therefore  only  their  ferioufnefs,  honefty,  or 
fidelity,  that  remains  queftionable  in  them ;  they  muft  be 
laid  to  have  wilfully  deceived  and  impofed  upon  the  world; 
felf-condemned  hypocrites,  impudent  liars,  and  egregious 
impoftors  they  muft  have  been,  if  their  teftimony  was 
falfe :  but  that  they  were  not  fuch  perfons,  that  they 
could  not,  and  would  not  do  fo,  there  are  inducements  to 
believe,  as  forcible  as  can  be  required,  or  well  imagined, 
in  any  fuch  cafe. 

1.  They  were  perfons  who  did  (with  denunciation  of 
moft  heavy  judgments  from  God  on  the  contrary  prac* 
tices)  preach  and  prefs  conftantly  and  earneftly  all  kinds 
of  goodnefs,  veracity,  and  fincerity,  together  with  humi- 
lity, modefty,  ingenuity,  and  equity,  as  main  points  of 
that  religion^  which  they  by  this  teftimony  confirmed. 
All  their  difcourfes  plainly  breathed  a  moft  ferious  and 
fprightly  goodnefs  and  charity  toward  men,  very  incon- 
fiftent  with  a  bafe  plot  to  delude  them ;  their  doftrine  ut- 
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S'ERM.  teriy  condemned  aU  malice,  all  falfehood,  craft>  and  hypor 

XXIX.   crify,  detruding  into  the  bottomlefs  pit  all  that  love  or 

Rev,  xxii.    make  a  lie.     Confider  thefe  fayings  and  rules  of  theirs : 

^xxi.a;.^  M/e  kave  opportunity y  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men:  Lei 

?h\i iv, 5/ your  moderation  (or  equity)  be  known  to  all  men:  Shew 

iPtet"ii*i   ^'^  meeknefs  to  all  men  :  Laying  afide  all  malice^  and  all 

guile f  and  hypocrtfies,  and  envies j  and  evil  Jpeakings,  as 

new-bom  babes,  defire  the  Jincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  ye 

Eph.iT.35,«Nay  grow  thereby:  Putting  afide  all  lying,  Jpeak  every 

";  ...  ^    man  truth  with  his  neighbour :  Lie  not  one  to  another,  fee* 

Col.  111.  9.     ,  *  ^  ,  ,  •' 

1  Cor.  ziv.  ing  ye  have  put  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds :  Brethren^ 
Tit.  ii.  7  8.  ^^  ^^^  children  in  underfianding :  however  in  malice  be  ye 
children,  but  in  under/landing  be  perfeSi  men.  Such  were 
their  precepts,  difcountenancing  all  malice  and  all  fraud ; 
propounded  in  a  manner  as  ferious  and  grave  and  fimple 
as  can  be  imagined ;  all  the  tenor  of  their  do&rine  con- 
fenting  to  them:  wherein  alfo  they  eameftly  declare 
againft  and  prohibit  all  vanity  of  mind  and  perverfenefs  of 
humour;  all  afie&ations  of  novelty  and  Angularity;  all 
peeviih  fa£tioufnefs  and  turbulency;  all  fond  credulity, 
ftupidity,  and  precipitancy;  all  inflability  and  ^ddinefs  of 
mind ;  all  fuch  qualities,  which  difpofe  men  without  moft 
fikre  and  evident  grounds  either  to  introduce  or  to  em- 
brace any  new  conceits,  pra£tices,  or  ftories:  fuch  was 
their  difcourfe,  nowife  founding  like  the  language  of  im- 
poftors ;  deceit  could  hardly  fo  difguife  or  fo  thwart  and 
liipplant  itfelf. 

2.  Their  praftice  was  anfwerable  to  their  doftrine,  ex- 
emplary in  all  forts  of  virtue,  goodnefs,  and  fincerity ;  fuch 
indeed  whereby  they  did  in  effeA  conciliate  much  refped 
1  Theff.  ii.  and  authority  to  their  words  2    Ye  are  uAtneffes,   (they 
*®*  could,  appealing  to  the  obfervers  of  their  demeanour,  and 

to  the  all-knowing  God,  fay,)  and  God  alfo,  how  holily, 
and  juftly,  and  unblameably  we  behaved  ourfelves  among 
%  Cor.  ir.  you  that  believe:  and,  JVe  have  renounced  the  hidden  things 
^il,  iiiij.  of  di/hone/iy,  not  walking  in  crcftinefs,  nor  handling  the 
word  of  God  deceitfully  ;  but  by  manifeftaiion  of  the  truth 
commending  ourfelves  to  every  man's  confcience  in  the  fight 
of  God.     Such  a  lively  fenfe  of  goodnefs  fhining  forth  in 
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^  lon^  ciburfe  of  practice ;  fo  tof  bridle  appetites,  fb  to  ndo-  SERM. 
derate  paffions^  fo  to  efchew  all  the  allurements  of  plea-  XXIX. 
fare^  {Srofit,  and  honour;  to  bear  adveriities  fo  calmly  aind 
fweetlj ;  to  exprefs  fo  much  tender  kindnefs  and  meek-^ 
nefs  toward  all  men ;  to  be  continually  employed  in  hea- 
venly difcourfes  and  pious  works ;  exhorting  men  by  word, 
leading  them  by  example,  to  all  forts  of  goodnefs  indif- 
putably  filch :  to  live  thus,  long  and  conftantly,  doth  no- 
wife  fult  ntiio  perfons  utterly  debauched  in  mitid^  and  of  a 
proflf^te  confcience;  who  had  devifed,  and  did  then  ear-* 
neiUy  drive  on  the  propagation  of  a  vile  cheat.  The  life, 
t  fay,  they  led  was  not  the  life  of  wicked  impoftors,  but 
worthy  of  the  diviiiefft  men ;  fit  to  countenance  and  carry 
dn  the  beft  defign,  fuch  ais  they  pretended  theirs  to  be. 

3.  Farther,  they  were  perfons  of  good  fenfe;  yea,  very 
wife  and  {mideiit;  not  in  y^aj  of  worldly  or  fleflily  Wif- 
dom  5  in  Ikill  to  contrive  or  compais  proje£ts  of  gain,  ho-  ?.  Cor.  i.  ao. 
nour,  or  pleafure  to  themfelves ;  to  the  commendation  ofa'c^r.l.  12. 
•  them  and  of  their  teftimony,  they  difclaimed  being  wife  or*'-  ** 
iUIful  that  way;  having  no  pra^ice  therein,  nor  caring 
for  it;  (for  they  looked  not  much  on  things  temporal  and^^^^-^^- 
tranfitory;  they  did  not  mind  earthly  things;  they  hadcol.  Hi.  9. 
not  their  converfation,  or  intereft,  here,  but  above ^  as  ^*^*- ip«j"[i^'^ 
zens  of  another  world,  deeming  themfelves  as  hut  Jojoum' 
ers  and  pilgrims  here;)  but  endued  they  were  with  a  wif- 
dom,  as  in  itfelf  far  ifiore  excellent,  fo  more  fuitable  to  the 
perfons  they  fuftained ;  with  great  perfpicacy  and  foimd 
judgpoent  in  the  matters  they  difcourfed  about,  and  in  the 
affairs  they  purfued :  fuch  their  writings,  according  to  ac- 
knowledgment of  innumerable  mod  wife  and  learned  per-  3  Cor.  xi.  6. 
icms,  fraught  with  admirable  wifdom  and  heavenly  philo- 
fophy,  (rude  indeed  and  fimplef  in  expreffion,  but  raoft 
exsuEt  and  profound  in  fenfe,)  do  manifeft  them  to  have 
been;  fuch  the  tenor  of  their  dodrine  evidenced  them, 
fliining  with  that  luflre  and  beauty,  compared  with  that 
ffareogth  arid  harmony,  that  whoever  will  not  confefs  it  to 
have  proceeded  from  God,  muft,  upon  confideration,  how- 
ever allow,  that  it  could  not  have  been  devifed  by  idiots 
or  mean  perfons,  but  did  come  from  perfons  of  much 
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SBRM.  fubtilty  and  great  reach:   they  xnuft  be  no  fools  who 
XXIX.  could  frame  a  reli^on  merely  by  its  own  plaufibility, 
without  any  external  help^  able  prefently  to  fupplant  all 
the  religions  in  the  world;   and  to  ftand  durably  firm 
^i^^     upon  the  foundations  laid  by  them.     Such  alfo  the  nota- 
fiuufif^Mt  ^  ble  conduft  of  their  great  affair^  (notwithfianding  fo  mighty 
A^'ci*'^/.'  difadvantages  and  difficulties^)  together  with  the  prodi- 
in  1  Cor.    gious  cificacy  their  endeavours  had  upon  men^  do  evince 
canttffimc.  them  to  have  been  :  they  furely  could  not  be  weak  saen, 
who  in  a  plain  and  peaceable  way  confounded  all  the  wit 
and  policy^  all  the  learning  and  eloquence,  all  the  force 
and  violence  that  withdood  them.    Experience  did  atteft 
Aasvl.  io.to  the  truth  of  what  St.  PaiJ  faith)  The  weapons  of  our 
l^^^^l'tvqrfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through  God  to  the 
pulling  doom  of  Jlrong  holds;  cajiing  down  imaginations, 
and  every  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againjl  the  knowledge 
of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the 
obedience  of  Chri/i. 
Vid.  Chnrf.     4*  So  were  they  qualified  in  their  minds :  it  muft  be 
farther  alfo  coniidered,  as  to  their  purpofes  in  this  cafes 
that,  in  falfely  venting  and  urging  this  teftimony,  they 
could  not  have  any  defign  gainful  or  beneficial  to  them- 
*  felves ;   but  muft  therein  to  no  end  be  mifchievous  to 
themfelves  and  others;   abufing  others  indeed,  but  far 
more  harming  themfelves ;  they  mufl  be  fuppoied  volun- 
tarily to  have  embraced  all  forts  of  inconvenience,  and 
defignedly  to  have  rendered  themfelves  miferable ;  court- 
ing adverfity,  choofing  naked  and  barren  evil  for  its  own 
1  Theff.  ii.  fake :  Ffr  our  exhortation  was  not  of  deceit,  nor  of  im- 
*'  ^'  :       cleannefs,  nor  in  guile :  for  neither  at  any  time  ufed  u^e 
flattering  words,  as  ye  know,  nor  a  cloke  of  covetoufn^; 
God  is  witnefs :  neither  of  men  fought  we  glory.     Profit, 
honour,  or  pleafure,  (thofe  baits  which  entice  men  to  do 
■  •  evil,  and  fet  them  upon  wicked  attempts,)  or  any  worldly 

advantage  thence  to  accrue,  to  themfelves,  they  could  have 
no  defign  upon ;  for  all  thofe  things  wittingly  and  wiU- 
.  .  ingiy  they  did  abandon ;  for  the  fake  of  this  very  tefti- 
mony  incurring  extremities  of  lofs,  of  di%race,  and  of 
pain.    They  did  plainly  forefee  what  entertainment  their 
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teftimony  would  find^  and  how  in  profecution  thereof  they  SERM. 
fhould  be  forced  to  endure  all  kinds  of  indignity,  of  da-  XXIX. 
mage,  and  of  hardfhip  from  men ;  that  in  this  world  they  johnxvU 
Jhould  have  tribulation  ;  that  menjhould  deliver  them  up  to  ^^:  *^-  ^^* 
be  ajffli&edj  and  Jhould  kill  them  ;  and  that  they  fhould  ieMatt.  xziv. 
hated  of  all  nations  for  his  name's  fake :  their  Mafter  ex-  lu^c  ^xi 
prefsly  had  forewarned  them,  that  all  who  woiild  live  god- 12. 
lily  in  Chri/l  Jefus  (that  is,  all  profeflbrs  of  fiaiith  in  him,  12/"^' 
efpecially  the   teachers  thereof)  muji  fuffer  perfect/ tion ; 
wnd  tntift  through  much  tribulation  enter  into  the  kingdom  A^xxv.ai. 
of  God;  that  bonds  and  imprifonments  did  abide  them  in^^'^^' 
every  place;  that  God  had  fet  forth  the  Apojlles  as  crp- 1  Cor. It. 9. 
pointed  unto  death,  and  expofed  them  asJpeSiacles  of  fcorn 
and  obloquy  to  the  world;  that  they  were  called  to  fuffer- 1  Pet  ii.  91. 
ing,  and  appointed  to  this  very  thing,  as  to  their  office  and  J/        "'' 
their  portion:   thefe  were  the  rules  and  meafiires  they 
went  by;  thefe  the  expedations  they  had  from  the  world: 
according  unto  which  it  did  in  effcA  happen  to  them ; 
Enmi  to  this  prefent  hour  we  both  hunger  and  thirji,  andi  Cor.  W, 
are  naked,  and  have  no  certain  dwellingplace ;  and  labour,  J^Cora'vls.*) 
working  with  cur  hands:  being  reviled,  we  btefs;  being  per- 
fecuied,  we  fuffer  it ;  being  defamed,  we  intreat :  we  are 
made  as  the  Jilth  of  the  world,  and  as  the  off  scouring  of 
all  things  unto  this  day.     So  doth  St.  Paul  defcribe  the 
Apoftks^  condition. 

j.  An  thefe  affliSions,  as  they  knowingly  did  obje£t 
themielves  to  for  the  fake  of  this  tedimony,  fo  they  did 
endure  them  with  contentednefs  and  joy ;  when  they  had 
been  beaten,  they  departed,  rejoicing  that  they  were  counted AQm  v.  41. 
Worthy  tofufferjhamefcfr  the  name  of  Jefus;  rejoicing  that  iPet.iv.i3, 
they  were  made  partakers  of  Chriji's  fufferings ;  deeming 
it  a  privilege  that  was  given  them,  not  only  to  believe  in  Phi!,  i.  99. 
Aim,  but  to  fuffer  for  his  name;  thinking  themfelves  happy  \Vet.iY.i  4. 
in  being  reproached  for  the  name  of  Chri/i;  taking  jotjfuUy  "***"  *'  ^^' 
thejpoiling  of  their  goods ;  counting  all  things  but  lofs  forvhWrxW.  9. 
the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift  their  Lord,  ^^J^]'y'^* 
for  whom  theyjkffered  the  lofs  of  all  things.  Jam.  i.  9.} 

6.  Whence  it  19  evident  enough,  that  the  latisfa£lion  of 
thdr  conibience,  and  expedation  of  future  reward  from 

E  2 


5^  He  rofe  again  from  the, Deedm 

SERM.  God  for  the  difcharge  of  their  duty  herein^  was  all  thtf 

XX JX.  argument  which  did  induce  them  to  undertake  this  at- 

teAation,  all  the  reafon  that  could  fupport  them  in  it ; 

neither  of  which  could  be  confident  with  the  refolved 

maintenance  of  fuch  a  falfehood.     They  could  not  indeed 

but  grievouily  be  tormented  with  remorfe  in  their  minds, 

they  could  not  but  dread  fevere  vengeance  from  heaven^ 

had  they  been  confcious  to  themfelves  of  fo  villanous  a 

defign  of  mocking  God,  (whofe  name  and  exprefs  com* 

mand  they  pretended,  whofe  teftimony  and  judgment  they 

aBb  iv.  19.  appealed  to  in  this  affair,)  and  together  of  abufing  the 

^•^^^•..^^  world  with  fuch  an  impofture.  Such  muft  have  been  their 

!▼*  9.         inward  fenfe,  and  fuch  their  expe^tions,  had  they  pro- 

*5^  '*  **'   ceeded  with  guilty  confcience  in  this  bufinefs :  but  they 

do  ferioufly  profefs  otherwife^  and  the  condition  of  things 

1  Tim.  iv.  might  aflure  us  they  were  in  good  earned ;  tl§  rovro^  For 

^^'  this  end,  faith  St.  Paul,  we  both  labour  amdfuffer  reproach^ 

becatife  we  truft  in  the  living  God,  who  is  the  Saviour  of 

3  Cor.  i.  13.  €dl  men,  Jpecially  of  thofe  that  believe :  and,  Our  refoicmg 

is  this,  the  tejiimony  of  our  confcience,  that  in  fmpUcittf 

.    and  godly  fncerity,  not  withfiejhly  wifdom,  but  by  the 

grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our  converfation  in  the  worlds 

iCor.v.ii.and^  Knowing  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  (that  is,  being  fenfible 

of  our  duty  toward  God,  and  fearful  of  his  judgment,  if 

we  tranfgrefs  it,)  we  perfuade  men  ;  but  are  made  manife/l 

unto  God,    So  they  declare  what  principle  it  was  that 

moved  them  to  this  practice:  and  the  hope  encourag^i^ 

Rom.  viii.  them  in  it  they  often  exprefs ;   If,  faid  they,  we  fuffet 

*'*  with  Chr'ift,  we  fhall  be  glorified  together  with  him  :  and, 

%Qou\7,\o,  IVe  always  bear  about  in  the  body  the  dying  of  the  Lord 

Jefus,  that  the  life  alfo  ofJefus  may  be  made  manifeft  in 

9Tim.ii.ii.  our  body :  and,  It  is  a  faithful  faying,  if  we  are  dead  with 

i?.^^)*  ^'*'^>  wejhall  alfo  live  with  him;  ifwefuffer  with  him,  wh 

fhall  alfo  reign  with  him  ;  if  we  deny  him,  he  alfo  will 

aTim.\v.s.  deny  us:  and,  /  have  fought  a  good  fight,  Ihavefinifhed 

my  courfe,  I  have  kept  the  faith;  henceforth  there  is  laid 

up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord,  the 

righteous  judge,  fhall  give  me  at  that  day.  So  they  profefs 

ponceming  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  their  nudntainiii^ 
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this  teftimony  (and  the  points  connefled  therewith)  with  SERM. 
fo  great  prefent  inconvenience  to  themfelves:    and  the  XXIX. 
ftate  of  things  rendereth  their  profeffion  mod  credible; 
for  they  appear  not  fo  blind  as  not  to  fee  thofe  inconve- 
rnences,  nor  fo  fond  as  to  like  them  for  themfelves,  or 
upon  no  coniiderable  account :  they  confefs,  that  they 
ihould  be  very  ftupid  and  fcnfelefs  people,  if  they  had  in- 
curred and  underwent  all  this  to  no  purpofe,  or  without 
hope  of  good  recompenfe  for  it  after  this  life ;  If  Chrift  >  Cor.  xv. 
he  not  ri/iiiy  faith  St.  Paul,  ihen  is  our  preaching  vain,  andtio\  31!  *" 
your  faith  is  alfo  vain;  yea,  and  we  are  found  falfe  wit- 
fieffis  of  God,  thai  he  raifed  up  Chrift; — then  we  have  only 
hope  in  this  life ;  and,  if  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope  in 
Ckriflj  we  are  of  all  men  mqft  miferahle. 

7.  And  how  indeed  is  it  conceivable,  that  fuch  perfons 
ihould  be  fo  bewitched  with  fo  paffionate  an  affe£lion,  or 
fb  mighty  a  refped,  toward  a  poor  dead  man,  (one,  who 
was  bom  fo  obfcurely,  who  lived  fo  poorly,  who  died  fo 
miferably  and  iniamoufly,  as  a  malefa£lor ;  who  indeed  fo 
died  to  their  knowledge  moft  defervedly,  fuppofing  they 
dkl  know  their  teftimony  to  be  falfe ;  one  who  never  was 
capable  to  oblige  them,  or  to  recompenfe  them  for  their 
aftingsandfuiferings  in  any  valuable  meafure,)  that  merely 
for  his  fake,  or  rather  not  for  his  fake,  but  only  for  a 
fmoke  of  vun  opinion  about  him,  (which  could  nowife 
profit  either  him  or  them,)  they  fhould  with  an  inflexible 
obftinacy  defy  all  the  world;  expofe  themfelves  to  all 
the  perfecutions  of  the  world,  and  to  all  the  damnations 
of  hell.     St.  Paul  furely  had  another  opinion  of  Jefus, 
when  he'faid,  IVho  Jhall  feparate  us  from  the  love  o/'Rom.  vUi. 
Chrift  ?  Jhall  tribulation,   or  diftrefs,   or  perfecution,   or  ^*' 
famine,  or  nakednefs,  or  peril,  or  fword  P  —  Nay,  in  all 
thefe  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that 
loved  us :  for  I  am  perfuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life, 
nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  pre- 
fent, nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any 
creature,  Jhall  be  able  to  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  God, 
which  is  in  Chrift  Jefv^  our  Lord.    Could  they,  think  we, 
(peak  thu8|  who  knew  Jefus  to  be  a  wicked  deceiver^ 
worthily  hated  of  God  and  men?  No  afliiredly;  theiv 
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5ERM.  fpeech  tod  behaviour  do  palpably  (hew  that  therefore 
XXIX.  they  did  bear  fo  vehement  an  afie^on^  and  fo  high  a 
Eom.x.9.  refpeft  toward  JefuSi  becaufe,  as  with  their  mouths  they 
openly  profefled^  fo  they  were  in  their  hearts  thoroughly 
perfuaded,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God  mod  dear  unto 
him ;  who  died  for  their  fake }  who  was  to  their  know- 
ledge raifed  again ;  who  alfo,  according  to  his  promifes^ 
would  recompenfe  their  faithful  adherence  to  him  with 
eternal  joy  and  blifs. 
Vld.Chryf.      8.  Again,  we  may  coniider  thefe  witnefles  to  have  of 
izi.  p.  61.   themfelves  been  perfons  very  unlikely  to  devife  fuch  a 
plot)  very  unfit  to  undertake  it,  very  unable  to  manage 
and  carry  it  through  :  perfons  they  were  of  no  reputation 
for  birth,  for  wealth,  for  any  worldly  intereft ;  perfons  of 
no  education,  no  improvement,  no  endowments  of  mind 
(natural  or  artificial)  any  wife  confiderable :  ^  they  were,  as 
to  condition  and  manner  of  life,  fifhemien,  publicans,  and 
mechanics ;  as  to  abilities  of  mind,  they  were  (as  they 
A£biv.  13.  report  themfelves)   uypifjLfAarot  xol  iSiwrai,  illiterate  and 
Matt.  xxvi.  fimple :  they  were  alfo  men  of  no  great  natural  fpirit  or 
John  zx     ^ouragCf  but  rather  irrefolute  and  timorous ;  as  their  di6» 
19.  ferting  their  Mafter,  their  renouncing  him,  their  flying 

1  Cor.  i.  S7«  and  fculking,  reported  by  themfelves,  declare :  the  bq/e, 
H^MMMK     or  ignoble,  the  de/picabley  or  abjefl,  the  weak,  the  fooli/h 
rwwi.         things  of  the  world,  they  did  ftyle  themfelves ;  and  in  that 
'no  adverfary  will,  I  fuppofe,  contradift  them.    And  is  it 
poflible,  that  a  few  (in  this  refpefit  I  mean  very  few)  per- 
fons thus  conditioned  and  qualified,  (hould  have  the  wit 
fo  contrive,  or  the  courage  to  maintain  a  forgery  of  fuch 
■importance?  What  hope  they  could  frame  to  thdhifelves  of 
..  .  : .       any  fuccefs  therein,  upon  fo  extreme  difad vantages,  is  to 
..  *  .  ^^y  ™^"  v^^  obvious.   No  kind  of  friends  in  all  the  world 

'  •  could  they  imagine  ready  to  back  them,  or  yield  them  any 
encouragement;  but  heaven,  heU^.and  earth,  they  had  rea- 
fon  to  expe6l  all  to  be  combined  in  oppofition  to  them 
and  their  defign :  they  had  all  reafon  to  fear,  that  God 

b  O^t  yk^  X'oyetv  U^v^y  &c.    Chryf.  tom.  V.  Or.  64.  Tm  ^ttff^^mfrif  ;  m^a  r^ 
n,tkXiftit  juLi  rif  AyMtr^tt,  n  r^  ^ftiXif  Mm  rm  r^trrafff  &c.   IBs  J, 
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himfelf  would  crofs  them  and  blaft  their  wicked  endea-  SERM. 
fours  to  propagate  the  belief  of  fuch  a  lie,  which  moft  XXIX, 
profanely  they  dared  to  father  on  him,  and  to  vent  in  his 
name.  They  could  not  hope  the  father  of  lies  himfelf,  or 
iny  powers  of  darknefs,  would  be  favourable  or  helpful  to 
them  ;  whofe  intereft  they  fo  manifeftly  impugned ;  that 
the  fncoefs  of  their  do^ne,  whether  true  or  falfe,  could 
not  but  much  prejudice  their  kingdom ;  as  in  efied  we 
fee  that  it  did  in  a  manner  quite  fubvert  it :  they  were 
iitre  among  men  to  encounter  the  moft  potent  and  moft 
earneft  adverfaries  that  could  be ;  all  the  grandees  of  the 
world,  both  political  and  reli^ous,  deeply  concerned  in 
honour  and  intereft  to  labour  with  all  their  power  the  de« 
tedion  of  their  dieat,  and  overthrow  of  thdr  defign : 
whence  it  muft  be  a  boldnefs  more  than  human,  more 
than  gigandc,  that  could  bear  up  againft  all  thefe  adver- 
faries, if  their  teftimony  was  in  their  confcience  falfe; 
agunft  all  thefe  oppofitions  and  difadvantages,  what  could 
thbfe  poor  men  have  to  confide  in,  befide  the  natural  pre- 
valence of  truth,  and  divine  ailiftance  thereto ;  being  in 
their  hearts  aflured  of  the  former,  and  therefore  greatly 
hoping  for  the  latter  ? 

9.  And  how  indeed  could  fuch  a  cheat,  contrived  and  . 
GonduSed  by  fo,  to  human  efteem,  weak  and  filly  a  knot 
of  people,  fo  eafily  profper,  and  obtain  fo  wonderful  a 
progrefs,  fo  as  prefently  to  induce  very  many  perfons, 
lu9fuli§s  WKttrrmixSrrmv,  {myriads  of  believers^  as  it  is  A£ts 
xxL  20.)  many  of  them  confiderable,   (even  voXiv  ^Xov  Aas  vi.  7. 
Upimv,  a  great  crowd  or  company  of  prie/ls,  as  it  is  fud  in 
the  AStSj)  to  embrace  it,  together  with  all  the  crofles  and 
damages  attending  it  ?  fo  as  to  efcape  all  inquiiidon  about  3  Theff.  iU. 
it,  and  overbear  all  perfecution  againft  it,  being  neither  Aasxix.9o. 
convincible  by  proof,  nor  controllable  by  force;  but  in  de-^  ^*"\**' 
ffnte  of  all  sdTaults  holding  its  ground,  and  running  for- irii«ri,  grew 
ward  with  huge  fuccefs ;  according  to  that  in  the  Afts,  ^Jj^^^ 
So  mightily  grew  the  word  of  God  and  preuflUed, 

ID.  The  matter  of  their  teftimony  (if  we  confider  that 
as  we  fhould  do)  and  its  drift  wer6  yery  implaufible,  fuch 
as  no  impoflors  would  be  likely  to  foige,  and  no  hearers, 
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SERM.  without  great  evidence  of  truth,  would  be  ready  to  ad^ 
3^1X,  mit.     <*It  was  no  fine  ftory  apt  to  pleaie  the  lufts^  to 
flatter  the  humours,  or  to  gratify  the  fancies  of  men ;  but 
rather  very  diftaftefiil  to  flefh  and  blood,  (whofe  inclina- 
tions it  mainly  thwarted,)  likely  to  oiTend  the  ears  of  all 
men  who  fhould  hear  it  ^  apt  to  raile  fierce  anger  and  in- 
dignation in  Jews,  great  contempt  and  fcom  in  Gentiles 
toward  it.    The  Jews,  to  whom  it  was  firft  addrefled,  it 
did  plainly  charge  with  heinous  iniquity  and  impiety  in 
cruelly  murdering  a  Perfon  moil  innocent,  mod  excellent 
in  virtue  and  dignity,  moft  dear  to  God ;  it  withal  de- 
feated their  longings  for  a  gaudy  Meffias,  who  (hould  re- 
ftore  and  rear  them  into  a  lofty  ftate  of  temporal  prof- 
perity,  fubftituting  in  the  room  a  fpiritual  King,  with 
overtures  of  felicity  invifible  and  future,  little  fuiting  their 
grofs  conceit  and  carnal  guft  of  things ;  it  alfo  imported 
the  abrogation  of  thofe  ritual  laws,  and  revolution  of 
thofe  fpecial  privileges,  wherein  they  did  fo  pleafe  and 
Vid.  Aa.    pride  themfelves ;  it  opened  the  enclofures  of  God's  Alt 
""'**'*^*vour  and  grace,  making  them  common  to  all  people;  it 
qroflfed  their  fecular  interefts  of  emolument  and  honour 
annexed  to  the  prefent  outward  frame  of  religion,  which 
it  diflblved ;  it  menaced  fevere  vengeance  and  horrible 
d^folation  to  their  nation  and  city :  and  was  fuch  a  ret 
port  likely  to  be  entertained  by  them  otherwife  than  with 
difpleafure  and  detefiation?  Neither  unto   the  Gentilef 
was  it  likely  to  be  acceptable ;  for  it  did  alfo  fubvert  all 
the  religion  eilablifhed  among  them  by  law  and  cuflom, 
deftroying  confequently  all  the  interefts  of  thofe  who 
were  concerned  in  upholding  thereof;  fuch  as  thofe  who 
made  that  famous  uproar,  crying  out.  Great  is  Diana  of 
Ads  zix.     the  Ephefians :  it  feemed  to  thwart  the  common  maxims 
2i>  »*•       Qf  policy,  and  dilates  of  worldly  prudence ;  it  could  not 
but  appear,  to  men  prepoflefled  with  admiration  of  fecular 

d  T/  Yi  m^i  mirw  ktygfrtg  UJjmv*  »9  ituu  wiSmm/;  &c.   Chryf.  in  1  Cor.  Or.  ▼• 

Si  rem  credibilem  ,crediderunt,  vidcant  quam  iint  ftolidi  qui  non  credunt : 

fi  autem  res  incredfoilis  credita  eft,  etiam  hoc  utique  incredibile  eft,  lie 

creditum  efle  quod  incredibile  eft,  &c.    Aug,  dt  Civitatt  Dei,  zxiL  5.    Vid. 

jCbiyf.  torn.  vi.  Or.  6J. 
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wdtb,  pow.er,  and  glory,  a  ftory  moft  ridiculoufly  extra-  SERM. 
VBgant,  that  fo  pitiful  and  wretched  a  perfon,  as  Jefus  XXIX. 
feemed  in  the  eye  of  the  world  to  have  been,  fhonld  in 
this  miraculous  way  be  declared  the  Son  of  God  and 
Lord  of  all  things,  author  of  life  and  falvation  to  all  men, 
fovereign  object  of  all  worfhip  and  obedience :  fuch  a 
ftory  therefore  it  was  not  likely  that  any  men  in  their 
fenles  fhould  confpire  to  forge,  (hould  offer  to  obtrude  on 
the  world,  fo  uncapable  of  it,  fo  averfe  from  embracing 
at;  and  being  fuch,  it  were  firange  that  by  a  general  re- 
fmlfe  it  (hould  not  prefently  be  ftifled  and  quelled^. 

II.  One  would  indeed  think  that  this  report,  had  it 
been  ialfe,  might  eafily  have  been  difprovcd  and  quafhed : 
they  who  were  mightily  concerned,  and  as  eagerly  dif-  AAs  ▼.  as. 
pofed  to  conilite  it,  wanted  no  means  of  doing  it :  they 
were  not  furprifed  in  the  matter;  but  were  forewarned 
of  it,  and  did  forebode  it  coming ;  they  were  not  drowfy 
or  neglectful,  but  very  apprehenfive,  carefiil  and  cautious 
in  preventing  it,  that  it  (hould  not  be  produced,  or,  being 
ib,  that  it  might  be  defeated;  for  to  this  purpofe  they Mattluvii. 
caufed  the  fepulchre  of  our  Lord  to  be  fealed  up,  and  ^*' 
guarded  by  foldiers ;  'that  being  maflers  of  his  body,  they 
might  by  exhibiting  it  difprove  any  report  that  (hould  be 
made  about  his  refurredion :  they  had  full  opportunity  of 
examining  the  matter  to  the  bottom ;  it  being  frefh,  and 
prefently  divulged  after  its  being  reported  done;  they 
having  alfo  all  the  power  and  authority  on  their  fide,  in 
furtherance  of  the  difcuflion  of  the  bufinefs :  we  may  ac- 
cordingly fuppofe  them  very  zealous,  diligent,  and  a&i^e 
an  thoroughly  fifting  it,  and  ftriving  to  dete&  the  falfe- 
hood  therein:  they  did  fo  certainly;  and  thereto  theyAasiv.  17, 
added  ftrift  prohibitions,  fierce  menaces,  and  bloody  per-  *'•  ^'  *•• 


t2i|cr«  y^y)^i  Chryf,  toxn.  v.  Or.  64. 
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8ERM.  fecutions  toward  the  fuppreffion  thereof ;  yet  could  ihejr 
XXIX.  not  by  all  their  induftry  confute  it,  nor  by  all  their  fixry 
quell  it:  Why?  becaufe  it  was  not  confutable;  becaufe 
truth,  profecuted  with  vigorous  integrity  and  conftaDcy, 
or  rather  fupported  by  divine  prote^on  and  blefling,  is 
invincible.  Put  cafe  diere  were  now  the  like  faSi  by  fo 
many  people  reported  done  within  thefe  two  months^ 
wherein  the  Church  and  State  were  in  like  manner  ex- 
ceedingly concerned,  and  (hould  therefore  employ  all 
their  power  and  care  to  difcover  the  truth,  one  would 
think  it  impoffible,  that,  were  it  an  impofture,  it  ihould 
efcape  dete6tion,  and  being  foon,  with  the  general  fatis- 
Seij^ou  of  men,  quite  blown  away  and  exploded :  this  is 
the  fate  of  all  falfehood,  (landing  merely  upon  its  own 
1^,  and  not  propped  by  worldly  power;  but  truth,  as  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  is  able  to  fubfift  by  its  own  ilrength^ 
efpecially  heaven  being  concerned  to  aid  it^ 

1 2,  As  alfo  this  teftimony  had  no  power  to  fuftain  it, 
fe  it  ufed  no  fleight  to  convey  itfelf  into  the  perfuafions  of 
men ;  it  did  not  creep  in  dark  comers,  it  did  not  grow  by 

1  Thcff.  ▼.  clandeftine  whifpers ;  it  craved  no  blind  faith  of  men :  but 
with  a  barefaced  confidence  it  openly  procl^dmed  itfelf, 
appealing  to  the  common  fenfe  of  men,  and  provoking 
the  world  to  examine  it;  daring  all  adverfaries  here  to 
eonfront  it,  defying  all  the  powers  beneath  to  withftand 
it ;  claiming  only  the  patronage  of  heaven  to  maintain  it. 

13.  Farthermore,  the  thing  itfelf,  had  it  been  counter- 
fisit,  was  in  all  probability  apt  to  fall  of  itfelf;  the  witnefles 
clafhing  together,  or  relenting  for  their  crime.    That  ad- 

A6ts  V.  38.  vice  of  Gamaliel  had  much  reafon  in  it ;  Refrain,  find  he, 
Jrom  thofe  men,  and  let  them  alone  ^  for  if  this  counfel  or 
this  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to  nought ;  xaTaku^rtTM^ 
it  will  of  itfelf  be  diffolved  or  deftroyed :  for  how  indeed 
could  it  be,  that  among  fo  many  confederates  in  a  ju^le, 
not  one,  either  checked  by  confcience,  or  daunted  by  ha- 
zards, or  wearied  and  worn  out  by  fuiierings,  (hould 

f§^09  fmi^^tri^  tuu  i^nXTi^  int^t,  &C.     CAfjf  torn.  T*  Or.  64. 
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flinch  and  fall  off^  fo  as  to  deleft  the  plot^  diiavow  his  SBRM. 
faulty  and  retire  from  perfecution^  but  that  each  one  XXIX. 
fliould  perfift  fteadfaft  in  fo  high  a  drain  of  vile  diflimula- 
tion  2    If  one  had  fallen  off,  he  had  certainly  fpoilcd  all 
the  plot,  opened  aU  men's  eyes,  and  prevented  the  faith 
of  any  one  perfon  to  the  ilory :  and  what  cement  coiild 
firmly  combine  fuch  a  pack  of  men  to  God^  and  to  all 
the  world,  that  they  ihonld  continue  invincibly  ftiflf  in 
their  fiEuth  to  one  another,  and  conftantly  true  to  fo  vain  a 
defign,  good  to  no  man,  worft  to  themfelves  ?  that,  I  fay, 
twelve  fuch  perfons,  every  dne  for  a  long  time,  during 
their  whole  life,  (hoiild  perfevere  immoveable  in  fo  extra- 
vagant a  refolution  of  lying,  fo  as  by  no  regrets  or  difla- 
tis&£tions  firom  within,  no  threats,  no  perils,  no  troubles 
or  p^ns  from  without,  to  be  ever  driven,  out  of  it,  but 
(hould  die  with  it  in  their  mouths,  yea,  rejoice  and  glory 
in  dying  for  it ;  (hould  dying  carry  it  into  the  prefence  of 
God,  and  dare  with  it  to  appear  at  his  judgment,  is  ex- 
ceedingly ftrange  and  incredible :  it  muft  therefore  furely 
be  truth  alone  that  could  fet  them  on. this  defign,  and 
could  uphold  them  fteady  in  it ;  fo  unanimous  a  confent, 
fo  clear  a  confidence,  fo  firm  a  refolution,  fo  infuperable  a 
conflancy  and  patience,  nothing  but  a  fenfe  of  truth  could 
infpire  men  vnthj  nothing  but  a  perfeftly  good  confcience 
could  fuftain.    Poflible  it  is,  that  in  matters  of  fpeculation 
and  fiibtilty  men  upon  flender  grounds  may  be  peremp- 
torily opinionative,  and  defperately  pertinacious ;  (this  ex- 
perience fheweth:)  but  in  a  matter  of  this  nature,  (a  matter 
of  plain  hiA  and  grofs  fenfe,)  none  can  well  be  imagined 
(none  efpecially  fo  qualified,  in  fuch  circumftances,  to  fuch 
purpofes  can  be  imagined)  to  be  fo  wretchedly  ilupid, 
or  deiperately  obfiinate* 

14*  He  then  who  doubts  of  the  fincerity  of  thefe  wit- Aug.  de 
nefies,  or  rejefts  their  teftimonyas  incredible,  muft  inttead  J*^'^'""* 
of  it  admit  of  divers  ftranger  incredibilities  ;  refofing  his 
Esitfa  to  one  fad,  devious  from  the  natural  courfe  of  things, 
but  very  feafible  to  God;  he  muft  thence  allow  it  to 
many  others,  repugnant  to  the  nature  of  man,  and  to  the    . 
coorfe  of  human  things;  performed  without  God,  yea 
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SERM.  againft  him.  Is  it  credible,  that  perfons  otherwife  through 
XXIX.   all    their  lives    ftridly  blamelefs    and  rigidly  virtuouSf 
(even  in  the  more  heavenly  parts  of  goodnefs,  in  huma- 
nity, meekncfs,  peaceablenefs,  humility,  and  patience,} 
ihou]d,  againft  cleared  diAates  of  confcience,  peremptorily 
and    perfeveringly    commit    fo    palpable  villany,   as   to 
broach  and  propagate  fuch  an  inipofture ;  that  they,  all 
whofe  demeanours  and  difcourfes  evidently  did  tend  to  the 
advancement  of  God*s  glory,  and  promoting  goodnefs^ 
fhould  fo  in  their  hearts  *  utterly  defy  God  and  deteft 
goodnefs;  or  that  perfons  in  a  ftrain   incomparably  fo* 
lemn  and  ferious  fhould  fo  plainly  teach,  fo  firongly  prefsj 
fo  otherwife  uniformly  pra£tife  higheft  good-will  and  be- 
neficence toward  all  men,  while  they  were  with  all  their 
mind  and  might  driving  to  gull  and  abufe  men?  Is  i^ 
conceivable,  that  men,  otherwife  in  all  their  a^ons  fo 
wife  and  well  advifed,  (able  to  manage  and  to  perform 
fo  great  matters,)  ihould  fo  zealoufly  drive  on  a  moll  vain 
and  fenfelefs  projed,  with  more  unwearied  induftry  la* 
bouring  to  maintain  and  difperfe  a  lie,  than  any  men  be* 
fide  did  ever  ftrive  in  behalf  of  truth  ?  Is  it  not  marvellous, 
that  men  in  all  refpe6):s  fo  impotent,  without  any  arms  or 
aids,  (liotdd  adventure  on  fo  high  an  enterprife,  iDhould 
with  fo  happy  fuccefs  achieve  it;  that  naked  weaknefs 
fhould  boldly  aflault,   and    thoroughly  overpower,   the 
greateft  might;  pure  fimplicity  (liould  conteft  with  and 
baffle  (harped  wit,  fubtled  policy,  and  deeped  learning; 
that  rude  fpeech  (void  of  drength  or  ornament)  diould 
efie^ually  perfuade    an    uncouth    and   unpleafant   tale, 
againd  all  the  fined  and  dronged  rhetoric  in  the  world  ? 
Is  it  not  drange,  that  a  crew  of  vile  and  bafe  perfons  fhould 
fo  infeparably  be  linked  together  with  no  other  hands, 
than  deceit  and  didioncdy  ;  no  truth,  no  virtue,  no  com- 
mon intered  helping  to  combine  or  contain  them  toge- 
ther ?  Is  it  to  be  believed,  that  men  of  fenfe  {hovlA  gratis^ 
for  no  confiderable  end  or  advantage,  voluntarily  embrace 
and  patiently  endure  all  that  is  didadeful  to  human  na- 
ture, freely  expofing  themfclves,   they  knew  not  why, 
only  for  the  fake  of  a  dory,  to  the  fury   of  earth  and 
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flames  of  hell;  eagerly  facrificing  their  fortunes,  credits,  SERM. 
liv«B|  and  fouls  themfelvcs,  to  the  ghoft  of  a  forlorn  XXIX, 
wjetch  and  infamous  caitiff?  is  it  not,  in  fine,  prodigious, 
that  fo  -implaufible  a  falfehood  upon  all  greatcft  difad- 
vantages  ihould  encounter,  vanquifh,  and  triumph  over 
truth  ?  Thefe  are  incredibilities  indeed,  able  to  choke  any 
man's  faith  :  yet  he  that  rejedls  this  teftimony  mud  fwal- 
low  and  digeft  them,  together  with  others  like  them  of  as 
hard  conco£tion. 

15.  To  thefe  things  we  may  add,  that  God  himfelf  did 
fignally  countenance  and  ratify  this  tedimony ;  not  only 
by    conferring    on    the    avowers  thereof   extraordinary 
graces,   (invincible  courage^  irrefiftible  wifdom,  indefati" 
gable  induftry,  inflexible  conftancy  and  patience;  admi- 
rable felf-denial,  meeknefs,  charity,  temperance,  and  all 
virtues  in  an  eminent  degree,)  not  only  farther  by  a  won- 
derful fuccefs  and  blefling  bcftowed  upon  their  endea- 
vours ;  but  by  enduing  them  with  fupernatural  gifts,  and 
enabling  them  to  perform  miraculous  works  openly  and 
frequently;  So  that  by  the  hands  of  the  Apq/lles  many kGt%\\.A9. 
wonders  and  Jigns  were  done  among  the  people^  the  ^^fd^']^^^^^^ 
giving  tejlimony  unto  the  word  of  his  grace j  and  granting 
Jigns  and  wonders  to  he  done  by  their  hands  ;  fo  that  w/i/AAftiiv.aa. 
grtal  power  gave  the  Apqftles  witnefs  of  the  refurre&ion  of 
the 'Lord  Jefus,  and  great  grace  was  upon  them  all;  (that 
iiy  there  was  a  great  appearance  of  the  divine  favour  to- 
ward them,  and  of  the  divine  operation  in  and  by  them.) 
Yielding  which  kind  of  atteftation  was  the  ancient  and 
ufual  method  of  God  in  authorizing  his  meffengers,  and 
approving  the  declaration  of  his  mind  by  them,  (the  feal, 
as  it  were,  put  to  the  letters  crcJ^'ntial  from  heaven;)  nor 
could  God  afford  more  convincing  figns  than  thefe  of  his 
approbation  to  any  pcrfon  or  dcfign :  that  God  did  thus 
ffuvtitifjLapTupftv  atte/ij  as  tlic  Apollle  to  the  Hebrews  fpeak-Hcb.  ii.  i. 
eth,  togetlier  with  thefe  witncfles,  if  the  apoftolical  hiftory 
(bearing  in  it  all  the  characters  of  a  fimple,  faithful,  and 
upright  narration)  did  not  relate;  yet  the  cflTeft  of  this 
teftimony,  fo  fpeedily  and  eafily  prevailing  every  where, 
would  render  it  highly  probable,  fince  in  likelihood,  no 
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SERM.  human  endeavour,  without  divine  affifiance,  could  aocom- 

XXIX.   plifh  a  buiinefs  fo  great  and  difficult :  if  they  did  no  mi- 

racles,  roDro  jxsyiorov  (njju^iov,  this,  as  St.  Chry(bftom  fays, 

was  the  greatejl  miracle  that  could  be,  that  fuch  a  tefti- 

mony  (hould  without  any  miracle  prevail^. 

1 6.  Now  for  conclufion,  all  thefe  tluhgs  being  confi- 
dcred,  it  is  fufficiently  apparent,  that  this  teftimony  is 
above  all  exception ;  that  no  matter  of  fa£k  ever  had,  or 
well  could  have  in  any  confiderable  refpe£t,  a  more  valid 
and  certain  proof:  the  greateft  affairs  in  the  world  (con- 
cerning the  rights  and  reputations,  the  eftates  and  the 
lives  of  men)  are  decided  by  teftimonies  in  all  regards 
lefs  weighty ;  fo  that  to  refiife  it,  is  in  effe&  to  decline 
all  proof  by  teftimony,  to  renounce  all  certainty  in  hu- 
man affairs,  to  remove  the  grounds  of  proceeding  fecurely 
in  any  bufinefs,  or  adminiftration  of  juftice ;  to  impeach 
all  hiftory  of  fabuloufnefs,  to  charge  all  mankind  with  in- 
fuiiiciency,  or  extreme  infidelity;  (for  if  thefe  perfons 
were  not  able,  or  not  honefl  enough,  what  men  can  ever 
be  fuppofed  fuch ;  who  can  by  greater  arguments  affure 
their  ability,  or  their  integrity  in  reporting  any  thing  ?) 
to  thruft  God  himfelf  away  from  bearing  credible  attefla- 
tion  in  any  cafe ;  (for  in  what  cafe  did  he  ever  or  can  he 
be  conceived  to  yield  an  atteflation  more  full  or  plidn^ 
than  he  did  in  this  ?  what  farther  can  he  perform  needful 
to  convince  men  endued  with  any  competency  of  leafbn 
and  ingenuity,  or  to  difiinguifh  them  from  men  of  con- 
trary difpofition,  unreafonably  and  unworthily  incredu- 
lous?) in  fine,  to  diftruft  this  teftimony  is  therefore  in 
effeft  to  embrace  the  vanity  of  the  moft  wanton  or  wicked 
fceptic. 
Hcb.  I.  83.  The  ufe  of  all  is  in  fhort  this,  that  we  (hould  heartily 
iv.  14.  thank  God  for  fo  clear  and  ftrong  an  affurance  of  the 
truth  of  our  faith ;  that  we  therefore  firmly  embrace  it, 

Vid.  in  1  Cor.  Or.  v. 

Si  per  Apoftolos  —  ifta  iniracula  fa6U  efle  non  credunt,  hoc  nobis  uiiiim 
grande  miraculum  eft,  quod  ck  terrarura  orbis  (ine  ullis  iniraculia  citdidit. 
Aug,  de  Civ,  D.zxii.  i. 
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and  fteadily  perfevere  therein;  that  we  obey  it,  and  bear  SERM, 
fruits  worthy  thereof  in  our  praftice ;  that  fo  doing  we  ^^*^' 
may  obtain  the  blifsfiil  rewards  which  upon  thofe  terms 
it  propoundeth  and  promifeth;  that  we  may  all  fo  do, 
God  of  his  mercy  grant,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord, 
to  whom  for  ever  be  all  glory  and  praife. 

Now  the  God  ofpeace,  that  brought  again  from  the  Jea£{Heb.ziii« 
our  Lord  JefuSy  that  great  Jhepherd  of  the  Jheepj  through    * 
the  blood  of  the  everlq/Hng  covenant,  make  us  perfeA  in 
every  good  work  to  do  his  willy  working  in  us  that  which  is 
weUpleafing  in  hisfght,  through  Jefus  Chrift;  to  whom  be 
glory  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen, . 


C^e  tbttD  Dai?  ht  rofe  again,  &c. 
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uind  he  f aid  unto  them.  Thus  it  is  written;  and  thus  if 
behoved  Chrift  to  Juffer,  and  to  rife  from  the  dead  tht 
third  day. 

SERM.  JL  HE  words  of  men  leaving  this  world  (a«  proceeding 
from  a  depth  of  ferious  concemednefs,  and  influenced  by 
a  fpecial  providence)  are  ufually  attended  with  great  re- 
gard, and  a  kind  of  veneration :  thefe  are  fuch,  even  the 
words  of  our  departing  Lord:  the  which  therefore  defervc 
and  demand  our  bed  confideration. 

They  refpeS  two  points  of  grand  importance,  the  paf- 
(ion  and  the  refurre£Uon  of  our  Lord  j  of  which  I  (hall 
only  now  confider  the  latter,  as  being  mod  agreeable  to 
the  prefent  feafon :  and  whereas  there  be  divers  particu- 
lars obfervable  in  them,  I  fliall  confine  my  difcourfe  to 
one,  being  the  mdn  point ;  couched  in  thofe  words,  thus 
it  behoved;  which  import  the  needfulnefs  and  expediency 
of  our  Lord's  refurreftion : '  of  which  I  fliall  endeavour 
firft  to  declare  the  truth,  then  to  (hew  the  ufefulnefs,  by 
a  praflical  application  thereof. 

The  refurreftion  of  our  Lord  may  appear  to  have  been 
needful  and  expedient,  upon  feveral  good  accounts. 

I.  It  was  needful  to  iUuftrate  the  veracity,  wifdom, 
and  providence  of  God,  by  making  good  what  he  had 
fignified  in  the  ancient  Scriptures  concerning  it  3  either  in 
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mjiticsl  adumbrations^  or  by  exprefs  predi^ons;  under-  SBRM. 
ftood  according  to  tbofe  infallible  expofidons,  which  the    XXX. 
Apoftles  did  receive  from  the  inftru&ion  of  our  Lord^  or 
from  illumination  of  that  Spirit  which  di6tated  the  Scrip- 
ture :  the  particular  inftances,  as  being  obvious,  and  re- 
quiring large  difcoiirfe,  I  now  forbear  to  mention* 

a*  It  was  needful  in  congruity  to  other  events  for^ 
told,  and  in  order  to  the  accompliihment  of  thofe  defigns 
which  our  Lord  was  to  manage:  the  whole  economy 
and  harmony  of  the  evangelical  difpenfation,  as  it  is  re- 
prefented  by  the  Prophets,  doth  require  it:  it  was,  ac- 
cording to  their  prediftions,  defigned,  that  Chrift  ihould 
ereA  a  fpiritual  kingdom,  and  adminifter  it  for  everi  with 
peiied  equity,  in  great  peace  and  profperity;  that  he 
fliould  in  our  behalf  achieve  glorious  exploits,  fubduing 
all  the  adverfaries  of  our  falvation,  (^n,  death,  and  hell;) 
that  he  (hould  eftablifh  a  new  covenant,  upon  better  pro- 
Hiifes,  of  another  eternal  moft  happy  life,  afluring  to  the 
embracers  thereof  an  entire  reconciliation  and  acceptance 
with  God ;  that  he  ihould  convert  the  world  to  faith  iii 
God,  and  obfervance  of  his  will :  in  execution  of  thefe 
purpofes,  it  was  declared  that  he  fhould  undergo  fuffer- 
i^g,  and  be  put  to  death  in  a  moil  difgraceful  and  painfid 
manner;  it  confequently  muft  be  fuppofed,  that  from 
fnch  a  death  he  (hould  confpicuoufly  and  wonderfully  be 
reftored  to  life ;  how  otherwife  coiJd  it  appear,  that  he 
^did  reign  ifl  glory,  that  he  had  obtained  thofe  great  vie-  . 
tories,  that  he  bad  vanquifhed  death,  that  ^  forme? 
Curfes  were  voided,  God  appeafed,  and  mankind  reftored - 
to  &vour  by  him?  Had  the  grave  fwallowcd  him  up, 
had  God  left  his  foul  in  hell,  had  he  refted  under  the  do-> 
minion  of  conmion  mortality,  had  after  his  difmal  paf- 
fion  no  evidence  of  fpecial  favour  toward  him  (hone 
forth;  what  ground  had  there  been  to  believe  thofe 
great  things?  who  would  have  been  perfuaded  of  them  ? 
The  Scripture  therefore,  which  foreielleih  thejufferingsi?ti.iiu 
qfour  Lordf,  and  the  gloriefs following  them  ;  which  faith,  ^  *  ^^' 
that  having  drunk  of  the  hrook  in  the  way,  he  Jhould  lift  ^  ex.  ;• 
up  his  head;  that  when  he  had  made  his  foul  an  offering  n.'  "**    ' 
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S^'RM.forJin,  he  Jhould  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleafwre  of  the 

^^X'    Lord  Jhould  pro/per  in  his  hand;  that  becaufe  he  had  poured 

out  his  foul  unto  deaths  God  would  divide  him  a  portion 

with  the  greaty   and  he  Jhould  divide  the  Jpoil  with  the 

iai.jMx.7flrong ;  that  unto  him  whom  man  defpifed,  to  him  whom 

the  nation  abhorred,  kings  Jhould  look  and  arife,  princes 

Jhould  worjhip;   the  Scripture,  I   fay,   foretelling  thefe 

events,  doth  confequentiaUy  imply  the  needfiilnefs  of  his 

refurreAion. 

3.  It  was  requifite  in  itfelf ;  or  in  refpeA  to  the  many 
great  ends  for  which  it  ferveth,  and  the  excellent  fruiuii 
which  it  is  apt  to  produce :  as  will  appear  l^  refle^ng 
on  thofe  which  are  fuggefted  in  the  New  Teftament. 

I   pafs  by  its   particular  ufefulnefs  in  regard  to  our 
Lord's  Apoftles  and  difciples;    its  ferving  to  reinforce 
their  faith,  and  rear  their  hopes,  being  daggered  by  his 
peflion ;   to  coipfort  them  in  thofe  forrowful  apprehen- 
fions  and  defpondencies  of  heart,  which  arofe  from  the 
fnghtfiil  events  befalling  him ;  to  enlighten  their  minds 
by  more  perfeft  inftruSion,  removing  their  ignorance,  and 
reforming  their  miftakes  concerning  him  and  the  things 
of  his  kingdom;  to  fiimifti  them  with  inftruftions  and  or"* 
ders  requifite  for  managing  the  employments  committed 
to  them ;    to  arm  them  by  confolatory  difcourfes  and 
gracious  promifes  of  fupport  againft  the  difficulties,  ha- 
zards, and  troubles  they  were  to  encounter,  in  the  pro- 
feffion  and  propagation  of  his  doctrine ;  in  fine,  by  all  bis 
admirable^leportment  with  them,  and  his  miraculous  de- 
parture from  them,  to  confirm  them  in  their  faith,  and  en* 
courage  them  in  their  duty :  thefe  particular  ufes,  I  (ay, 
we  fhall  pafs  over,  infifling  only  upon  thofe  more  com- 
mon ends  and  effefts  in  which  ourfelves  and  all  Chriftians 
are  more  immediately  concerned. 
lUxi^rm         4.  A  general  end  of  it  was  the  produdion  and  corro- 
^!!m!nUm'  ^^^^on  of  faith  in  us  concerning  all  the  do£irines  of  our 
MTMiivv^  religion;  for  that  by  it  the  truth  of  all  our  Lord's  decla- 
Trntin^rr-  ratious  couceming  his  own  perfon,  his  offices,  his  power^ 
f^-  .^     lus  precepts  and  his  promifes,  (to  the  higheft  pitch  of  con- 
Rom.  i.  4.  viffion  and  fatis&dion,)  was  aflnred;  it  being  hardly  pof> 
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fible,  that  any  miracle  could  be  greater  in  itfelf  for  confir-  SERlf;* 
mation  of  the  whole,  or  more  proper  for  afceftaining  the    XXX«: 
parts  of  our  religion.    But  more  particularly  5  ^ 

5.  Firft,  From  it  the  dignity  of  our  Lord's  perfon  and 
his  efpecial  deamefs  to  God  (to  the  voidance  of  aU  excep- 
tions and  furmifes  againft  him)  did  appear. 

If  the  meannefs  of  his  birth  and  parentage,  if  the  low 
garb  and  dim  luftre  of  his  life,  if  the  bitter  pains  and 
(hameful  difgraces  of  his  death,  (however  accompanied 
with  rare  qualities  fhining  in  him,  and  wonderful  deeds 
achieved  by  him,)  in  perfons  (landing  at  difiance,  caiting 
fuperficial  glances  on  things,  and  judging  by  external  ap- johnTii.94. 
pearances,  might  breed  difadvantageous  apprehenfions  or 
fu^kuons  concerning  him,  whether  he  were  indeed^  as  he 
pretended,  the  Son  of  God,  defigned  by  him  to  be  the 
Saviour  of  mankind,  the  Lord  of  all  things,  the  Judge  of 
the  world ;  the  wonderful  power  and  fignal  favour   of 
Cod  demonftrated  in  his  refurreAion,  ferved  to  difcufs 
thofe  mills,  and  to  correal  fuch  miftakes,  evincing  thofe 
temporary  depreflions   to  have  been  only  difpenfations 
preparatory  toward  his  greater  exaltation  in  dignity  and 
apparent  favour  with  God;  ybr  though,  laith  St.  Paul,  Aea  Ck)r.xiii. 
was  crucified  out  of  weaknefsy  yet  he  liveth  ly  the  power  of, ' 
God;  that  is,  although  in  his  fufierings  the  infirmity  of 
our  nature  aflumed  by  him  was  difcovered,  yet  by  his 
recovering  life  the  divine  power  attending  him  was  emir 
nentiy  declared;  it  ufas  indeed  an  exceffive  grandeur  o/'Eph. i.19. 
power,  an  energy  of  the  might  of  Jirength  which  God  ^^m^^Sn^ 
exert  in  the  raifng  ofChriftfrom  the  dead,  as  the  Apoftle'^^JJJ*^": 
klxyaieth  to  exprefs  the  unexprefiible  eminency  of  this  u^rm  m 
mifade;  and  being  fo  high  an  inflance  of  powier,  it  was''^*^' 
confequently  a  fpecial  mark  of  favour;  God  not  being 
laviflA>f  /uoh  miracles,  or  wont  to  ftretch  forth  his  arm 
in  behalf  of  toy  perfon  to  whom  he  doth  not  bear  extra* 
ordinary  rq^rd :  the  which  confequence  alfo,  by  refled- 
ing  on  the  circumftanoes  and  nature  of  this  event,  will/ 
farther  appear.  . 

He  .was  perfecuted  and  put  to  death  as.  a  notorious 
malcfiidor^  and  an  enemy  to  Goi^  to  true  xti&fffm^  to  th^ 
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SERM,  fnmi;  tlie  crofs  defcended  into  the  invifible  manfiopg^  re^ 

XXX.   tunxing  into  his  body,)  then  evidently  our  fouls  aw  dif- 

dn£t  from  our  bodies,  and  capable  of  fubfiflence  by  them- 

felves ;  then  ar«  they  apt  to  exift  perpetually ;  then  may 

they  be  put  to  render  an  account  for  what  is  a£l:ed  here,. 

and  accordingly  may  be  d^t  with.    Hence  may  we  tec, 

that  St.  Paul  difcourfed  reafonably,  when  he  told  the 

Aas  xYii.   Athenians,  that,  Now  God  haih  appointed  a  dEay,  in  which. 

*  ^'  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs,  by  the  man  whom  he 

hath  ordainedj  vki»  moLfa%o^  wa-iVf  exhibiting  an  argument 

mqji  perfuqfive  to  all^  having  raifed  him  from  the  dead ; 

1  Pet.  i.  3,  that  St.  Peter  alfo  might  well  aver,  that  God  hath  regene- 

**  raied  us  to  a  lively  hope  of  an  incorruptible  inheritance,  re^ 

ferved  m  heaven  for  us,  by  the  refurre&ion  ofJefus  Chrifi 

from  the  dead* 

<^  Particularly  the  refurreftion  of  our  bodies,  reftoring  our 

peifeft  manhood  to  us,  (a  point  wholly  new  to  the  worlds 

which  no  religion  had  embraced,  no  reafon  could  defcry,) 

was  hereby  fo  exemplified,  that  confidering  it,  we  can 

hardly  be^  tempted  to  doubt  of  what  the  Grofpel  teacheth 

Rev.  i.  5.    about  it ;  that  he,  preceding  as  the  firft-bom  from  the 

iCof.iv.*'^^*  and  the  firft-fiuits  of  them  which  fUepy  as  our  fore^ 

^  A.  •"       ^^^i''^^  &n<^  Ih^  Captain  of  life;  we,  ev  iS/cp  ray/Mtri,  in  our 

T.  31.        ^<^  ^^'^h  and  feafon,  as  younger  fons  of  the  refurre6tion,  as 

Md>.vi.ao.^fyjjig  under  his  command  and  condud,  in  refemblancc 
1  Cor.  XT.        in       .  , .       /,,,/.«  n     ,     *  »/.    1     «   .  . 

S3.  and  conformity  to  bim,  ihall  follow ;  fo  that.  If  the  Sptrxt 

l«ke  XX.    ^j  ^j-^  ^^^  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead  dwelleth  in  us, 

Rom.  viii.  he  thai  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead  Jhall  alfo  quicken 

**•     ^  ^  our  mortal  bodies  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelleth  is  us;  that.  If 

we  have  been  planted  with  him  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death, 

we  Jhall  alfo  grow  up  in  the  likenefs  of  his  refurreSiion  ; 

1  Cor.  XT.  that.  As  we  have  borne  the  image  of  the  earthly  man^fo  we 

1' C»?vi.  J^^  ^y^  ^^^  l^^  image  of  the  heavenly ;  fo  that  God, 

14:  who  raifed  our  Lord,  Jhall  alfo  raife  us  by  his  power  ;  for 

we  cannot  but  allow  that  confequence  to  be  reafonahle^ 

1  Tbef.  nr.  which  St.  Paul  doth  imply,  when  he  faith.  If  we  believe 

14.  • 

^  Credentes  refurreafontm  Chrifti,  in  noftram  quoqae  credimttt«  propter 
qaos  et  itle  obiit  et  refnrrexit.   Tert,  de  Pat,  9. 

Rcfdneauweiii  CUIUS  per  fiBmetipAim  primus  initUvit   0^Bp.7d. 
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that  Jejus  died  and  rofe  again,  even  Jb  them  alfo  which  SBRM. 
Jleep  through  Jefus  will  God  bring  with  him,  reducing    ^^^X. 
thesm  into  a'ftate  conformable  to  his^  by  retmion  of  their 
body  and  foul. 

8.    Fourthly,  It  was  a  defigned  confequence  of  our 
Lord's  refurredion,  that  he  thereby  ihould  acquire  a  juft 
dominion  over  us;  for  to  this  end,  fsuth  St.  Paul,  Chrift  loth  fiom,  xit. 
died^  and  rofe,  and  revived,  thai  he  might  be  the  Lord  both^* 
of  the  dead  and  living :  by  the  obedience  of  his  death  he 
did  earn  that  dominion,  as  a  worthy  recompenfe  thereof  $ 
He  did  by  his  blood  purchqfe  us  to  be  his  fubjeds  and  fer*  Aatxz.38. 
vants :  but  from  his  refurre£tion  he  began  to  poflefs  that 
reward,  and  to  enjoy  his  purchafe;  it  being  the  firft  flep  of 
his  advancement  to  that  royal  dignity  and  preeminence  John  ivii. 
eeer  all  flefh;  to  which,  in  regard  to  his  fufTerings,  Godp^ii^  .j^  ^^ 
did  exalt  him ;  concerning  which,  before  his  afcenfion,  he 
laid  to  his  difciples,  AU  power  is  given  me  in  heaven  oiuiMatt. 
earth :  on  to  many  great  accounts  was  our  Lord's  refur-"^"** 
re^on  behoovefiil ;  fo  that  it  is  no  wonder,  if  God  took 
fuch  efpecial  care  to  afliire  its  truth,  and  recommend  its 
belief  to  us ;  appointing  fo  many  choice  perfons  by  their 
teftimony  to  aflert  and  inculcate  it ;  to  do  fo  being  often Aat  Lao* 
exprefied  a  main  psirt  and  peculiar  defign  of  the  of&ce|[|,'^^' 
apoftolxcal.  Nor  is  it  ftrange,  that  to  the  hearty  belief  and 
ingenuous  profeilion  of  this  one  article,  (it  enfolding,  or 
inferring  the  truth  of  all  other  Chridian  dodrines,)  ialva-^ 
tion  is  annexed,  according  to  that  afiertion  of  St.  Pau^; 
The  righteoufnefs  of  faith  faith  thus,  (or  this  is  the  purport  l^ow*  «•  c* 
of  die  Chriftian  inftitution,)  That  ifthoujhalt  cenfefs  with  - 
tky  mouth  the  Lord  Jefus,  andjhalt  believe  in  thy  heart 
that  God  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  thou  Jhalt  be  faved. 
Nor  is  it  much,  that  a  oonfideration  of  this  point  fliould 
be  fo  continually  prefent  to  the  minds  of  the  andent  Chrif- 
tians,  that  whenever  they  did  meet,  they  ihould  be  ready 
to  fidute  one  another  with  a  X^is^^  iotirn,  Chri/lis  rifen;  it 
importing  fo  great  benefits,  and  producing  fo  excellent 
fnuts ;  in  regard  whereto  St.  Paul  exprefied  his  fo  ardent 
defire  and  high  efteem  oHmowing  Chrift,  and  the  power  of^\^»  "i*  i^ 
his  refurre&ionf  as  the  moft  valuable  of  all  knowledges ; 
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SERM.  which  having  in  fome  meafure  deckred,  I  come  no^ 
^^^'    briefly  to  apply. 

,  I.  Firft  then :  The  confideration  of  our  Lord*»  refurrec- 
tion  fhould  (Irengthen  our  faith  and  quicken  our  hope  in 
<jod,  caufing  us  firmly  to  beUeve  his  word,  and  confidently 
to  rely  upon  his  promifes,  efpecially  thofe  which  concern 
our  future  (late.  God  having  thereby,  as  by  a  moft  fen- 
fihie  proof,  againft  all  obje£dons  of  our  feeble  reafon,  de- 
*  monftrated  himfelf  able,  as  by  a  moft  fure  pledge  declared 
himfelf  willing,  to  beftow  upon  us  a  happy  immortality, 
in  gracious  reward  of  our  obedience :  for  feeing  by  fo 
illuftrious  an  inftance  God  hath  manifefted  that  he  is 
thoroughly  reconcileable  to  finners,  that  he  bountifully 
rewardeth  obedience,  that  death  and  hell  are  vincible,' 
what  reafon  can  we  have  to  diftruft  his  fidelity,  to  doubl 
of  his  power,  or  to  defpair  of  his  mercy  ?  Surely,  he  thaC 
was  fo  faithful  in  raifing  our  Lord  from  the  grave,  fo  not* 
ably  rewarding  his  obedience  and  patience,  (in  advancing 
him  to  fupreme  dignity  and  glory  at  his  right  hand,)  will 
not  fail  fidfo  to  confer  on  us  (walking  in  the  footfteps  of 
his  piety)  the  promifed  inheritance  of  everlafting  life  and 
blifs,  the  never-fading  crown  of  righteoufnefs  and  glory. 
Surely,  by  this  noble  experiment  we  are  clearly  informed, 
and  fhould  be  fiilly  perfuaded,  that  nothing  can  deftroy 
us,  nothing  can  harm  us,  nothmg  can  feparate  us  from 
our  God  and  our  happinefs ;  that  no  force,  no  fraud,  no 
(pite  of  men,  or  rage  of  heU,  can  finally  prevail  againft  us; 
what  then  reafonably  can  be  dreadful  or  difcoufa^ng  to 
VBf  what  ihould  be  able  to  drive  us  into  diftruft  or  de-- 
Ipair? 

%.  This  point  aflbrdeth  matter,  cf  great  joy,  and  an  oV- 

ligation  thereto.     If  the  news  of  bur  Saviour's  firft  birth 

i.uke  ii.  10.  were  (as  an  angel  called  them)  good  tidings  of  great  joy  to' 

ttU  people,  how  much  more  may  the  news  concerning  this 

fiscond  nativity  of  him  be  hugely  gladfome  ?  for  in  that 

birth  he  did  but  aflume  our  flefh ;  in  this  he  did  advance 

it :  then  he  began  to  fuftain  our  infinnities ;  now  he  fur^ 

Phil.  ii.  t.  mounted  them  :  by  his  incarnation  he  becanie  fuhjeSl  ta 

57.        '  death;  by  his  refuneAion  death  was  fubdued  to  him  :  al 
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that  he  entered  into  tb6  fields  and  fet  upon  the  bloody  SBRM. 
conflict  with  our  foes ;  in  this  he  returned  a  triumphant  XXX. 
conqueror^  having  utterly  vanquiflied  and  quelled  them :  """^""" 
the  fury  of  the  world,  the  malice  of  heU,  the  tyranny  of 
fin,  the  empire  of  death,  all  of  them  combined  to  render 
us  miferable,  he  did  in  his  refurredion  perfe^y  triumph 
over :  and  doth  it  not  then  become  us  to  attend  his  glori- 
ous viAories  with  our  joj^ul  gratulations  ?  ^  Is  it  not  ex- 
tremely comfortable  to  behold  our  gallant  champion,  (the 
only  champion  of  our  life  and  welfare,)  after  all  the  cruel 
blows  which  the  infernal  powers  laid  on  him,  after  all  the 
ghaftly  wounds  which  human  madnefs  did  inflid,  after  he 
had  pofled  through  the  fcorching  flames  of  divine  wrath 
and  juftice,  after  he  had  felt  the  foreft  pangs  of  death, 
perfedly  recovered  from  all  thofe  diftrefles ;  (landing  up- 
right^ and  trampling  on  the  necks  of  his  proud  enemies  7 
Are  not  mod  fprightful  expreflions  of  gratitilde,  are  not 
moft  cheerful  acclamations  of  praife  due  from  us  to  the 
invincible  Captain  of  our  Jalvation  P  Shall  we  not  with 
great  alacrity  of  mind  contemplate  the  happy  fuccefs  of 
that  mighty  enterprife,  wherein  no  lefs  our  welfare  than 
his  glory  was  concerned  ?  Is  it  not  a  pleafure  to  confider 
ourfelves  fo  exempted  from  that  fatal  doom,  to  which  alt 
human  race  was  fientenced  ',  to  fee  life  and  immortality  fo 
fpringing  forth  upon  us;  to  view  ourfelves,  the  children 
of  duft  and  corruption,  from  hence  in  age  and  dignity  fo 
nigh  equalled  to  the  firft-bom  fons  of  the  creation  ? 

It  is  laid  of  the  firfl  difciples,  that  although  they  faw 
and  felt  our  LiOrd  rifen,  yet  /or  joy  they  could  not  believe  Lakt  uiv. 
it;  fo  incredibly  good  was  the  news  to  them;  excefs  of^^^j^^ 
love  and  delight  choked,  or  rather  fufpended  their  faith :  dunt  tirdi- 
we  cannot  be  fuch  infidels  from  furprife ;  but  let  us  be  as^^^ 
fiuthful  in  our  joy.  fj^  ""^"^ 

Senn.  St. 

*H  9tAmiA  umi  #«friS^  U^r^h  rwf  iJ^Mif  ^i^tg,  fi  rtit  tutr»kXmyfif  «f^- 
Ci^.  tOID.V.  Or.  65. 
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SERM.  3*  Great  confolation  furdy  it  ought  to  breed  in  us^  to 
XXX.  coniider^  that  by  this  event  our  redemption  is  completed, 
and  we  become  entirely  capable  of  falvation ;  that  in  it  a 
fall  difcharge  is  exhibited  from  the  guilt  and  from  the 
puniflmient  of  all  our  fins,  whereof  we  do  truly  repent ; 
that  God's  juftice  appeareth  fatisfied,  and  his  anger  paci- 
fied ;  that  his  countenance  (hineth  out  clearly  with  favour 
and  mercy  toward  us  ;  that  our  condemnation  is  reveifed, 
our  ranfom  is  accepted,  our  (hackles  are  loofed,  and  our 
prifon  fet  open ;  fo  that  wi|h  full  liberty,  fecurity,  and 
hope,  we  may  walk  forward  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefa, 
toward  our  better  country,  the  repon  of  eternal  felicity. 
Farther, 
4.  This  confideration  (hould  be  a  forcible  engagement 

Rom.  zif.  upon  us  to  obedience  and  holy  life.    Our  Ix>rd  did  by  his 

^'  refurreftion  gain  a  dominion  over  us,  unto  which  if  we  do 

not  fubmit,  we  (hall  be  very  injurious  and  wicked ;  imto 
which  if  we  do  not  correfpond  by  all  humble  obfervance, 

Aas  iii.  s6.  we  {hall  be  very  ingratefrd  and  undutifrd ;  He  was  raifed 
to  hlefs  us,  in  iwning  every  one  of  us  from  onr  iniquities; 
and  no  lefs  unhappy  than  unworthy  we  (hall  be,  if  we 
defeat  that  gracious  purpofe ;  it  is  the  condition  of  our 
bbtiuning  the  happy  fruits  and  benefits  of  his  refurrefHon, 

Rom.  Yi.  4.  that  we  fhould  ourfelves  rife  with  him  unio  rtghteou/hefs 
and  neumefs  of  life;  by  not  complying  therewith,  we  (hall 
render  his  refurre^on  unprofitable  to  us,  becoming  un- 
worthy and  uncapable  of  any  good  advantage  thereby. 

Eph.  ▼.  14.  Aivakey  faith  the  Apo(Ue,  thou  that  Jleepejly  and  arifefrom 
the  dead,  and  Chrift  Jhall  give  thee  life ;  to  awake  from 
our  fpiritual  (lumber,  to  arife  from  dead  works,  are  the 
terms  on  which  Chrift  doth  ofier  that  eternal  happy  life : 
for  as  the  pains  and  ignominies  of  his  death  will  nowife 

Phtlwii.  10*  avail  thofe  who  are  not  conformable  to  his  death,  in  dying 

^*°^  **/o  fn  and  mortifying  their  litfts;  fo  will  not  they  be  con- 
cerned in  the  joys  and  glories  of  his  refurredion,  who  are 
not  planted  in  the  likenefs  thereof  by  renovation  of  their 

sCor.T.  15.  minds  and  reformation  of  their  lives ;  for  as  de  died,  fo  he 
was  alfo  raifed  for  us,  that  wejhould  not  henceforth  live  to 
ourfeiues,  but  unto  him  who  died  and  rofe  again  for  n$ : 
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crartins  did  (lay  him;  it  muft  be  our  repentance  that  re   S£RM. 
viveth  him  to  us,  our  obedience  tliat  maJceth  him  to  live    ^^* 
in  our  behalf;  for  Chrift  is  not  in  efTeA  rifen  to  impeni- 
tent people ;  as  they  continue  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins, 
as  they  lie  buried  in  corruption  of  heart'  and  life,  fo  their 
condemnation  ahidethj  and  death  retaineth  its  entire  power 
over  them  ;  they  (hall  not  xorayrav  fl^  r^y  i^uvafao'tv,  attain VhSL null, 
unio  that  happy  refurre&ion,  whereof  our  Lord's  refurrec- 
tion  was  the  pledge  and  pattern ;  fo  did  our  Lord  aflure  in 
his  preaching;  H?,  laid  our  Lord,  thai  helieveth  in  (Ai|Johniu.36, 
Sen  (that  is,  who  with  a  finoere,  ftrong,  and  lively  faithj"' 
^odu&ive  of  due 'obedience,  believeth  in  him)  hath  ever" 
lofting  life ;  but  6  oirfi^coy,  he  that  dtfoleyeth  (or  with  a 
pradical  infidelity  difbelieveth)  the  Son  Jhall  not  fee  life, 
hu  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him  ;  whence  we  may 
well  infer  with  St,  Paul,  Therefore^  brethren^  we  are  debt-  Rom.  ynu 
ers,  not  to  the  flejh^  to  live  after  the  flejh :  for  if  we  live  *  ' 
after  iheflejh,  we  Jhall  die;  but  if  through  the  Spirit  we  do 
mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  we  Jhall  live ;  that  is,  af- 
fniedly  by  obeying  God's  will  we  fliall  obtain,  by  dif- 
obedience  we  mufl  forfeit,  all  the  benefits  of  our  Lord's 
refurreftion. 

5.  LafUy,  The  contemplation  of  this  point  fhould  ele- 
vate our  thoughts  and  afiefUons  unto  heaven  and  heavenly 
things,  above  the  fordid  pleafures,  the  fading  glories,  and 
the  unfiable  pofleffions  of  this  world;  for  him  we  Jhould'^^'^'f-^- 
follow  whitherfoever  he  goeth  ;  rifing  with  him,  not  only 
firom  all  finful  defires,  but  from  all  inferior  concernments, 
foaring  after  him  in  the  contemplation  of  our  minds  and 
affe&ions  of  our  heart ;  that  although  we  are  abfent  from  a  Cor.  ▼.  6. 
the  Lord  in  the  body,  we  may  be  prefent  with  him  in  Jpi-  Hi. Vol' 
riif  having  our  converfation  in  heaven^  and  our  heart  there,  Watt.  vi. 
where  our  treqfure  is  ;  for  if  our  fouls  do  fiill  grovel  on  the 
earth,  if  they  be  clofely  affixed  to  worldly  interefts,  deeply 
immerfed  in  fenfual  delights,  utterly  enjlaved  to  con^p- a  Pet. ii.  19. 
tion,  we  do  not  partake  of  our  Lord's  refurreAion,  being  2°™'^"*' 
quite  fevered  from  his  living  body,  and  continuing  in  vaft  (Gal.  yi.  §. 
diftance  from  him:   I  (hall  therefore  conclude,  recom- 1  Tim* ▼•' 
mending  that  admonition  of  St.  Paul ;  If  ye  then  be  rifen  ^^  ,^^  ^^ 
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5ERM.  with  Chrifty  Jeek  thoje  things  which  are  above,  where  Chrift 
XXX.  Jitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God:  Jet  your  affe&ions  on 

'  things  alovCi  not  on  things  on  the  earth :  for  you  are  deadj 

and  your  life  is  hid  with  Chri/l  in  God;  that  when  Chri/i, 
who  is  our  life,  Jhall  appear,  then  ye  may  alfo  appear  with 
him  in  glory.    Amen. 

Heb.  xiii.       Now  the  God  of  peace,  that  brought  again  from  the  dead 

•®»'*',      our  Lord  Jefus,  that  great  Jhepherd  of  the  Jheep,  through 

*  the  blood  of  the  everlajling  covenant,  make  us  perfe&  in 

every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  us  that  which  is 

weUpleafing  in  his  fight,  through  Jefus  Chri/l;  to  whom  be 

glory  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 


H-L-l-J 
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rigtit  ttaiO  of  ^oH* 


SERMON   XXXI. 


Mark  zvi.  19. 

He  was  received  up  into  heaven^  and  fat  on  the  right  hand 

of  God. 

V^UR  Lord  after  his  refurrefiion  having  confummated  SERM. 
what  was  requifite  to  be  done  by  him  upon  earth,  for  XXXL 
the  confirmation  of  our  ikith,  and  the  conditution  of  his 
Church  ;  having  for  a  competent  time  converfed  with  his 
difciplesy  enlightening  their  minds  with  knowledge  of  the 
truths  concerning  him,  and  in  right  underflanding  of  the 
Scriptures  relating  to  him ;  eftablifhing  their  faith  in  im« 
moveable  convi£iion,  enflaming  their  afiedions  by  patheti- 
cal  difcourfe,  comforting  their  minds  with  gracious  pro- 
mifes  againft  tribulations  enfuing,  and  arming  their  hearts 
with  courage  and  patience  againft  all  oppofitions  of  earth 
and  hell;  dire£bing  and  prefcribing  to  them  how  they 
(hould  proceed  in  the  inftru^on  of  men,  and  converfion  of 
the  world  to  the  belief  of  his  dodrine,  the  acceptance  of 
his  overtures,  the  obfervance  of  his  laws ;  fiimKhing  them 
with  authority,  and  giving  them  orders  to  atteft  the  truth 
concerning  him,  to  difpenfe  the  grace  and  mercy  pro- 
cmed  by  him,  and  to  promulgate  the  whole  will  of  God 
to  mankind ;  promifing  them  fpiritual  gifts  and  aids  (both 
ordinary  and  extraordinary)  neceflary  or  conducible  either 
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8ERM.  to  the  common  edification  or  to  the  particular  welfare  of 
^^^'  Chriftians ;  ordering  them  to  colleft  and  compaft  the  fo- 
ciety  of  faithful  believers  in  him,  which  he  had  purchqfed 
with  his  blood;  in  fine,  imparting  to  them  his  efiedual 
benedi£Uon,  and  a  promife  of  continual  affiftance  in  the 
profecution  of  thofe  great  and  holy  defigns  which  he 
committed  to  their  management ;  having,  I  fay,  accom- 
plifhed  all  thefe  things,  which  St.  Mark  in  this  verfe  ex- 
preileth  briefly  by  the  words  [uret,  to  XoX^oi  avroi^,  after 
he  hadjpoken  to  them;  and  which  St.  Luke  comprifeth  in 
Aas  i.  9.  the  words  tyraiXaftevo;  odroi^,  that  is,  having  imparted  to 
them  all  needful  infiruftions^  and  impofed  all  fitting  com- 
mands upon  them;  he  in  their  prefence  departed  away 
into  the  pofleffion  of  his  glorious  fiate ;  He  was,  faith  St. 
Mark  in  our  text,  received  up  into  heaven,  and  fat  on  the 
right  hand  of  God. 

Which  words  of  the  Evangelift  do  contain  two  grand 
points  of  our  faith,  the  afcenfion  of  our  Lord  to  heaven,  and 
hxsfeffion  there  at  God*s  right  hand;  the  right  underftand- 
uig  and  due  confideration  whereof  [as  it  is  now  peculiarly, 
when  the  Church  recommendeth  thefe  points  to  be  the 
fubjefts  of  our  devotion  moft  feafonable,  fo  perpetually] 
is  of  great  ufe  for  the  edification  of  our  fouls  and  the  di* 
redion  of  our  pra£tice:  in  order  to  which  purpofes,  I 
fhatl  endeavour  to  explain  them,  to  confirm  the  truth  of 
them,  to  (hew  the  ends  and  effe£ls  of  them^  and  pra£d^ 
cally  to  apply  them. 

I.  He  was  received  into  heaven;  this  is  the  firft.  pointy 

wherein  we  may  obferve  the  a£i,  and  its  term :  the  oA, 

^vfXi;^,  he  was  aflumed,  or  taken  up,  faith  Sf.  Mark 

here;  dvMfipero,  he  was  elevated^  or  carried  up;  and  ht^p^^ 

Luke  xxiv.  he  was  borne  up,  faith  St.  Luke ;  mpti^^  he  went  inio 

Aftt  i.  9.    f^^v^y  f^th  St.  Peter :  which  phrafes  do  import,  that  he 

1  Ptt.iu.    was,  according  to  his  humanity,  (or  that  his  body  an4 

foul  united  together  were^)  tranflated  by  the  divine  power 

into  heaven ;  or  that  he  as  God  (by  the  divine  pcvwer  im« 

manent  in  him)  did  transfer  himfelf  as  man  thither;  fb' 

that  he  both  was  carried  and  did  go  with  a  proper  local 

motion^  the  term  whereof  >vas  heaven. 
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And  what  is  meant  by  heaven^  in  the  proper  fenfe  ade-  SERM. 
Quate  to  this  matter,  may  appear  from  other  places  equi-  XXXI. 
valenty  by  which  this  a^on,  or  the  refult  thereof  are  ex-  " 

piefled*    It  is  called  afcending  to  his  Fathety  and  pq//ing  John  xx, 
out  of  this  world  to  his  Father;  that  is,  departing  hence ]^^j^  i^ 
into  the  place  of  God's  more  efpecial  prefence  and  refi- 
dence;  where  he,  as  the  Apodle  to  the  Hebrews  faith, 'e^«^»/Ci- 
appeareth  to  the  face  of  God  ;  heing,  as  St.  Peter  fpeaketh,  ]^J^J*^ 
exalted  to  the  right  hand  of  God;  (that  is,  to  the  greate(lHeb.ix.34. 
proximity^  and  therefoie  higheft  eminency,  with  God.)   Ity.  3//' 
is  termed  being  taken  up  into  glory ,  and  entering  into  his  *  ^l"-  "^• 
glory;  that  is,  into  a  moft  glorious  place  and  (late  peculiar  Luke  xxiv* 
to  him;  that  place  which  St.  Peter  calleth  /x»yaXoTpnriJ;^^p^  . 
tflfs,  the  magnificent,  or  mq/l  excellent  glory.     It  is  ftyled  Heb.  vi.  19. 
entering  §U  tJ  ia-afrtpov  rS  xareacrriciuoero^y  into  the  moji  t»-*f*  ^^I^l^ 
ward  part  behind  the  veil;  and  into  the  Tot,  aytay  the  efpe-  ms  r^  i^ 
ciolly  holy  places;  that  is,  into  the  inmoft  receffes  of  glory,  "^^^  j^  j^^ 
inacceffible,  and  in  degree  incommunicable,  to  any  other.  Eph.  tv.  10. 
He  is  faid  to  have  pajfed  through  the  heavens^  (that  is, 
through  all  places  inferior  to  the  highed  top  of  glory  and 
felicity;)  to  have  afcended  (nrtpivoo  cravTcov  rcuv  8poiv6wy  over't-^^nxin' 
above  all  the  heavens;  to  have  become  higher  than  the  hea-  2f,7*'  "^ 
vens,  or  advanced  .above  them:  by  which  expreflions  itHcb.vH.as. 
appeareth,  that  the  term  of  our  Saviour's  afcent,  called 
heaven  here,  was  that  place  of  all  places  in  the  univerfe  of 
things  in  fituation  mod  eminent,  in  quality  moft  holy,  in 
fgnity  moft  excellent,  in  glory  moft  illuftfious ;  the  in- 
moft  ian&uary  of  God's  temple  above,  not  made  withHch»\x.ii, 
hands;  the  moft  auguft  chamber  of  prefence  in  the  celef-  ^^' 
tial  court :  and  whereas  there  are,  as  our  Lord  telleth  us, 
many  manfionsy  or  apartments,  in  the  houfe  of  God,  thejohnxiv.s. 
duef  and  beft  of  them  our  Lord  hath  taken  up  for  his  re- 
fidence ;  whereas  heaven  is  a  place  of  vaft  extent,  to  the 
atmoft  top  thereof  our  Lord  hath  afcended,  even  into 
that  f&s  cfwpoctTov,  inacceffible  light  where  God  dwelleth,      1  Tim.  vi. 

And  there,  as  it  followeth,  he  ftteth  at  God's  right  '^* 
hand;  the  meaning  of  which  words  it  is  not  difficult  to 
find  out;  it  being  obvious  and  clear,  that  the  ftate  of 
things  above^  in  the  other  blefled  world,  is  in  the  Scrip- 

TOL.  V.  Q 
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8£RM.  lure  reprefented  to  us  by  that  fimilitude,  which  is  xnoft 

XXXI.  apt  to  beget  in  us  reverence  toward  God,  and  which  indeed 

*~  really  doth  moft  refemble  it ;  by  the  ftate  of  a  king  here> 

fitting  upon  his  throne,  being  furrounded  with  perfonages 

of  higheft  rank,  worth,  and  refped ;  his  neareft  relations, 

his  de^ireft  favourites,  the  chief  officers  of  his  crown,  and 

minifters  of  his  affairs  there  attending  upon  him ;  fo  thai 

yet  for  diftin^on^  fome  place  more  eminent,  and  fignally 

honourable,  is  afiigned  to  that  perfon,  to  whom  the  King 

pleafeth  to  declare  moft  efpecial  favour  and  regard ;  the 

which  place  by  cuftom,  grounded  upon  obvious  reafbn^ 

hath  been  of  old,  and  continueth  ftill,  determined  to  the 

Pfal. cxviiUfiex^  place  at  the  right  hand}  (the  next  place,  becaufe 

neamefs  yieldeth  opportunity  for  aU  kind  of  converfa- 

tion  and  addrefs ;   at  the  right  handy  becaufe  that  hand 

hath  advantage  for  ftrength  and  adivity  acquired  by  ufe, 

and  therefore  hath  a  fpecial  aptitude  to  oiler  any  things  or 

to  receive,  as  occaiion  doth  require :)  hence  for  inftanoe 

of  the  cuftom  among  thofe  from  whom  the  phrafe  i» 

taken,  when  Bathftieba,  king  Solomon's  mother,  did  coBie 

1  Khip  ii.  unto  him,  it  is  faid.  The  king'-^at  down  upon  his  throne, 

*^'  and  caufed  a  feat  to  be  Jet  for  the  kin^s  mother;  and  Jhe 

fat  on  his  right  hand:  thus  our  Lord,  as  man,  in  regard  to 

his  perfed  obedience  and  patience,  being  raifed  by  God  to 

the  fupreme  pitch  of  favour,  honour,  and  power  with  him, 

Aas  T.  31.  God  having  advanced  him  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour^  io 

give  repentance  unto  I/rael,  and  remiffion  of  fins;  having 

Phil.  ii.  9>  Jiiperexalted  htniy  and  be/towed  on  him  a  name  above  aU 

^^"  names,  to  which  all  knees  in  heaven,  in  earth,  and  under 

Eph.  i.  ao,  the  earth  muft  bow  ;  having  feated  him  in  heavenly  places 

*^*  above  all  principality,  and  authority,  and  power,  and  domi* 

nion,  and  name  that  is  named,  either  in  the  prefent  world. 

Matt.         or  in  that  which  is  to  come;  having  committed  to  Mm  all 

^^V|}  33  ot^Aori/y  in  heaven  and  upon  earth,  and  given  all  things 

xiii. a.  xvii.f ji/o  his  hand;  having  cori/iituted  him  heir  of  all  things^ 

Heb.{.  a.    and  fuIyeSied  all  things  under  his  feet,  and  crowned  l^m 

ii.8, 9.      ufith  fovereign  glory  and  honour  ;,havmg,  in  fioB,  given 

aa.       '    unto  him  all  that  which  in  the  Revelation  the  inmunerar 

Be?. ».  9.   ble  hoft  of  heaven  acknowledgeth  him  worthy  of},  pwfor^ 
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^Md  riches,  and  wifilom,  and  Jbrengthj  and  honour,   and  SERM. 
glory ^  and  hleffing;  that  is,  all  good  and  excellency  con-   XXXI. 
ceivable  in  the  mod  eminent  degree,   fo  d^t  yiWai  h 
Tirt  vpcoTBvtgy,  he  m  all  things  becometh  to  haw  the  preemi*  Col.  i.  is. 
nence;  God  having,  I   fay,   conferred  all  thefe  preemi-^ 
Aences  of  dignity,  power,  favour,  and  felicity  upon  our 
Saviour^  is  therefore  faid  to  have  feated  him  at  his  WgA/Eph.  i.ao. 
hand;  at  the  right  hand  of  power,  fay  the  Gofpels  5  that  54.  '  **^' 
is,  fo  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Almighty  Potentate,  that  ^^^^  «i^» 
all  power  is  imparted  to  him  for  the  governance  and  pre-  Luice  zxtu 
iervation  of  his  Church;  at  the  right  hand  of  the  ^^?/^H*b.viii»i 
oil  high,  and  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God,  faith 
the  Apofile  to  the  Hebrews ;  that  is,  fo  at  the  right  hand 
oFthe  Sovereign  King  of  the  world,  that  royal  dignity  is 
communicated  to  him ;  in  regard  to  which  all  honour  and 
worfliip,  all  fervice  and  obedience,  are  due  to  him  from  all 
creatures. 

Thus  much  plainly  the  whole  fpeech,  Jitting  at  God^s 
right  hand,  doth  import;  the  which  matter  is  othervtdfe 
more  generally  and  fimply  exprefled  by  being  at  God's 
right  hand;  Who,  faith  St.  Peter,  is  gone  into  heaven,  an  J 1  PeMil.ii«» 
is  at  the  right  hand  of  God;  angels  and  authorities  and 
powers   being  made  fubjeSi  to   him :    and,   It  is   Chrifty  Rom.  viii. 
(kith  St.  Paul,  that  died,  yea  rat/ier,  that  is  rifen  again,  ^*' 
who  is  alfo  at  the  right  hand  of  God :  fometimes  alfo  our 
Lord  is  reprefented  (landing  at  God's  right  hand,  as  in 
the  Revelation  feveral  times,  and  in  the  vifion  of  St.  Ste- 
phen, who  faw  the  glory  of  God,  and  Jefns  Jianding  at  the  Rev.  ▼. «. 
right  hand  of  God;  the  which  pofture  doth  then  feem  JJ^Jji^^,^ 
purpofely  afiigned  to  him,  when  he  is  reprefented  aflifting  56. 
Us  fervants,  or  in  readinefs  to  achieve  fome  great  work 
for  the  good  of  his  Church;  but  mod  commonly,  as  in 
our  text,  it  is  called^//ing;  the  which  word  in  ordinary  ufe 
denoteth  an  abode,  or  permanency,  in  any  ftate :  but  there 
is,  perhaps,  fome  peculiar  emphafis  defigned  in  attributing 
to  our  Lord  that  pofition ;  it  implying  the  folid  ground, 
the  firm  pofleifion,  the  durable  continuance,  the  imdifturb- 
ed  reft  and  quiet  of  that  ^orious  condition,  wherein  he 
is  inftated :  the  term  fitting  may  alfo  feem  to  augment 
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SERM.  the  mdn  fenfe;  for  ihsLi  Jit  ting  is  the  mod  honourable 
XXXI.   pofture,  and  therefore  implieth  to  the  utmoft  that  emi- 

""""""""*"  nency  of  favour  and  regard  which  our  Lord  enjoyeth  in 
God's  fight^  It  may  farther  alfo  denote  the  nature^ 
quality,  and  defign  of  our  Lord's  preferment ;  his  being 
confiituted  our  ruler  and  our  judge ;  Jitting  being  a  pof- 
ture mod  proper  and  peculiar  to  fuch  perfons;  whence 
this  expreilion  reprefenteth  him  as  feated  upon  a  throne 
of  majefty,  or  upon  a  tribunal  of  juftice  *. 

I  (hall  only  farther  obferve,  that  the  attainment  and 
fettlement  of  our  Lord  in  this  high  (late  is  by  one  word 

John Tii.39.  frequently  in  Scripture  called  his  glorification;  The  Spirit^ 

ziii.  89.      it  is  faid,  was  not  yet,  lecaufe  Jefus  was  not  yet  glorified  : 

^▼U.  I,  4.  and^  fVTien  Jefus  was  glorified,  then  they  remembered  (hat 
thefe  things  were  written  of  him :  and,  The  hour  is  come^ 
that  the  Son  ofmanjhould  be  glorified:  and,  Now,  Father^ 
prayeth  our  Saviour,  glorify  me  with  thee,  with  the  glory 
which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  was  ;  that  is,  con- 
(titute  me  as  mediator  in  glory  fupereminent  above  all 
creatures,  accordingly  as  in  my  divine  nature  I  was  eter- 

.Aaiiii.  is.nally  with  thee  mod  glorioufly  happy:  and,  The  God  of 
your  fathers,  faith  St.  Peter  to  the  Jews,  hath  glorified 

Heb.  ii.  9*  his  child  Jefus,  whom  ye  delivered  up :  and.  We  fee  Jefus, 
who  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  for  thefuffer^ 
ing  of  death,  crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  faith  the 
Apodle  to  the  Hebrews.  So  much  for  explication  of 
thefe  points. 

II.  The  confirmation  of  them  may  be  drawn  partly 
from  ocular  teflimony,  partly  from  rational  deduQion, 
partly  from  their  correfpondence  to  ancient  prefignifications 
and  prediSiions. 

The  afcenfion  of  our  Lord  toward  heaven  was  tedified 
by   the  Apodles,   who  were  eye-witnefles  thereof;  for 

Ads  i.  9.  j8\6irovT«y  auraav,  they  beholding,  he  was,  fjuth  St.  Luk^ 
taken  up,  and  a  cloud  received  him  out  of  their  fight. 

•  Sedere  judicantis  eft,  ftare  pugnantis ;  Stephaims  ergo  in  Imbore  cert«- 
minis  pofitus  ftantem  vidit,  quern  adjutorem  habuic ;  fed  hunc  poft  aibenflo- 
nem  Marcus  federe  fcribit,  quia  poft  afcenfionis  fnK  gloriam  Judex  In  fine 
tidebitui.«  Leo  M. 
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His  arriving  at  the  fopreme  pitch  of  glory,  and  fitting  8ERM. 
there,  is  deduced  from  the  authority,  of  his  own  word,^^^^^ 
and  of  his  infpired  difciples,  the  which  ftandeth  upon  the  Luke  zzii. 
&ine  grounds  with  other  points  of  Chriftian  fwth  ^^dJJ*    ^. 
"dodrine;  the  which  it  is  not  feafonable  now   to  infift64. 
upon. 

But  it  may  be  proper  and  ufefiil  to  confider  how  they 
(as  all  other  important  events  and  performances  belong- 
bg  to  our  Saviour)  were  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  an- 
cient  Prophets  many  wayi  preiignified  and   predi£ted: 
that  they  were  fo,  our  Lord  telleth  us ;  Ought  not  Chrifl,  Luke  zzhr. 
fidd  he,  according  to  what  Ihe  prophets  had  Jpoken,  to  Jiff"  **'  *** 
fer,  and  Jo  to  enter  into  his  glory  f  and  St.  Peter  aflureth 
us,  that  the  Spirit  of  Chri/t,  which  was  in  the  prophets,  did^  ^^  ^  ii» 
t^ify  beforehand  the  fufferings  of  Chrifty  and  the  glories 
nfter  the  fame:  fo  indeed  there  were  many  fignal  types 
reprefenting  them,  and  many  notable  paflages  refpef^ing 
them,  interpreted  according  to  analogy,  with  other  my- 
fiical  reprefentations. 

Ifaac,  the  heir  of  promife,  after  his  being  devoted  for 
iacrifice,  and  received  from  death  in  a  par  alley  was  fettled  Heb.xl.  19. 
in  a  profperous  ftate  of  life,  God  being  with  him,  and  blejf'  3^  j^^  ^^ 
tn^  him  in  all  things.  Jofeph,  being  freed  from  that  death  ' 

to  which  by  his  envious  brethren  he  was  defigned,  and 
raifed  from  that  burial  in  prifon  into  which  by  the  Egyp- 
tian Gentiles  he  was  cafl,  was  advanced  thence  unto  flou- 
xifhing  dignity,  and  eftabliflied  in  chief  authority  over 
the  king's  houfe,  and  over  all  the  land.  Which  perfons,  Gen.zIi.4o, 
as  they  were  in  other  thfhgs,  fo  may  they  well  be  con- 
ceived in  thefe  refpefts  to  have  been  Jypes  of  our  Lord's 
aicenfion  and  glorification.  Jofliua,  (who  in  name  and  per- 
formances was  the  mod  exa£t  type  of  our  Lord,)  being 
•preferved  from  the  common  fate  of  the  people,  and  with 
miraculous  viAory  over  all  the  accurfed  enemies  of  God's 
people,  entering  as  captain  of  Ifrael  into  the  pofleflion  of 
the  promifed  land,  the  fure  type  of  heaven,  doth  fitly  re- 
prefent  the  glorious  afcenfion  of  our  Lord  into  heaven, 
and  his  everlafting  pofleflion  thereof,  together  with  the 
good  people  which  follow  his  condud.    The  great  af- 
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8ERM.  fliftions  and  depreflions  of  David^  with  his  reftoration 
XXXJ.  from  them  unto  a  mighty  height  of  royal  fplendour  and 
profperity,  (all  enemies  foreign  and  domeftic  beii^  fub- 
dued,)  may  be  alfo  fuppofed  to  typify  the  fame;  his  ex- 
preffions  in  acknowledgment  and  thankfgiving  for  them 
feeming  to  allude  hither,  and  to  be  more  congruoufly  ap- 
plicable to  our  Lord,  than  to  himfelf :  fuch  for  inftance  as 
Pitl.zxi.    thofe  are  in  the  aift  Pfalm;  He  ajked  life  of  thee,  and 
*»*••*      thou  gaveft  it  hiniy  even  length  of  days  for  ever  and  ever  : 
his  glory  is  great  in  thy  falvation;  honour  and  majefly  hq/l 
thou  laid  upon  him :  for  thou  hq/l  made  him  mofi  hlejfed 
for  ever ;  thou  hq/l  made  him^  exceedingly  glad  with  thy 
Gca.'w.^^.  countenancey  &c.     Enoch,  heLving  walked  with  God,  (that 
******  ^  *•  is,  in  conftant  devotion,  and  in  faithful  obedience  to  God's 
will,)  and  having  received  teftimony  that  he  pleqfed  God^ 
was  taken  unto  God;  thereby  prefiguring  the  afcenfion  of 
the  well-beloved,  in  whom  God  was  moji  well  pleqfed :  fo 
3  Kings  ii.  was  alfo  the  tranflation  of  Elijah  into  heaven ^  in  prefence 
of  Eliflia  and  other  his  difciples,  after  he  mod  zealouily 
had  ferved  God,  in  declaration  of  his  will  and  maintenance 
of  his  truth,  a  manifeft  prelude  of  our  Lord's  like  tranf- 
lation, after  he  had  been  employed  in  the  like  fervice, 
though  far  more  high  and  important,  and  performed  it 
in  a  more  eminent  manner. 

The  high  prieft  was  a  certain  type  of  our  Lord,  and 

Heb.iz.34.the  Jewiih  temple  a  fhadow  of  heaven,  and  the  holy  of 

holies  a  figure  of  the  highefl;  place  in  heaven ;  wherefore 

the  high  prieft's  fole  and  folemn  entry  once  only  in  the 

year  into  the  mod  holy  plac«|  after  having  by  a  bloody 

LcT.xvi.i6,  facrifice  made  atonement  for  all  the  tranfgrejffions  of  the 

EzocLzu,  children  of  Ifrael,  and  his  there  Jprinkling  the  blood  of  the 

{2sb  •       facrifice  upon  thp  mercy  feat y  and  before  the  mercy  feat,  ^ 

'  (the  emblem  of  God's  fpecial  •  prefence,)  doth  certunly 

prefigure  our  Lord's  afcending  into  heaven,  and  fitting 

there  at  God's  right  hand;  there,  by  reprefentatioil  of 

his  merits  and  paflion  performing  the  office  of  a  moil  holy 

}^eb.ix.  14, prieft  and  gracious  mediator  for  us;  By  his  own  blood, 

df.  X.  13.    f^^j^  ^jj^  divine  Apoftle,  he  entered  once  into  the  holy  place, 

having  obtained  etepial  redemption  for  us :  He  is  entered^ 
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no/  into  the  holy  places  made  with  hands,  which  are  figures  SERM., 
of  the  true,  but  into  heaven  iifelf,  now  to  appear  in  the  XXXI. 
prtfence  of  God  for  us.  — — — 

Thus  were  thefe  points  aptly  (ignified :  they  were  alfo 
pre^&ed :  for  David,  in  the  68th  Pfahn,  celebrating  the 
^rious  triumphs  of  God  over  the  enemies  of  his  people, 
and  in  confequence  upon  them  his  folemn  entrance  and  Hue  etiam. 
(buii^  himfelf  in  Sion,  the  hill  which  he  delighteth  to  dwell 
m,  (the  ufual  emblem  of  heaven,)  fubjoineth  ;  Thou  A^Pf.lz?iu.ie. 
ajcended  on  high,  (Q*1'^07^  to  the  high  place  of  heaven,) 
ikou  hqfi  led  captivity  captive :  thou  hajl  received  gifts  for 
*^i  y^<^jfor  the  rebellious  alfo,  that  the  Lord  God  might 
dwell  among  them :  which  words  appofitely  fuit  to  our 
hordes  triumphant  afcenfion,  after  having  fubdued  all  the 
enemies  of  his  Church,  and  upon  which  he  liberally  dif- 
penled  wonderful  gifts  and  graces  to  his  people,  and  are  Eph.  iv.  •« 
by  the  unerring  interpretation  of  St.  Paul  applied  thereto. 

The  afcenfion  of  our  Lord  feemeth  alfo  (at  leaft  accord- 
mg  to  myftical  expofition  reafonaUy  grounded)  to  be  re- 
fpe&ed  in  the  24th  Pfalm,  as  generally  throughout,  fo 
particularly  in  thofe  words.  Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates ;^^'  »»»▼• 
and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlqfting  doors ;  and  the  King  of  '  *  ' 
glory  Jhall  come  in :  where,  according  to  the  firil  and 
more  literal  fenfe,  the  entrance  of  the  ark  (the  fymbol  of 
our  Lord  himfelf,  in  whom  God  is  mod  fpecially  prefent, 
in  whom  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  dwelleth  bodily)  Col.  U.  9* 
into  the  temple  is  defcribed :  but  in  a  fecond  more  ele* 
vate,  more  proper,  and  more  full  meaning,  the  entrance  of 
our  Lord  (the  true  Shechinah)  into  heaven  feemeth  de- 
noted; the  doors  of  that  temple  not  made  with  hands, 
into  which  he,  the  Lord  of  glory,  at  his  afcenfion  did 
enter,  being  indeed  mod  truly  the  everlqfting  doors ;  and 
the  doors  of  the  earthly  temple  being  only  fuch  as  typify- 
ing them. 

Again,  the  feflion  of  our  Lord  at  God's  right  hand  is 
exprefsly  foretold  by  David;  The  Lord,  laith  he,  f aid  f^n/o  Kal.cz.  1. 
my  Lord,  Sit  at  my  right  hand,  until  J  have  made  thine  t 

enemies  thyfoot/iooL    Who  but  the  Meffias  could  be  that 
Lord  of  David,  unto  whom  God  fpake  ?  Who  but  he 
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8ERM.  could  be  an  eternal  prieft  after  the  order  of  Melchbedek? 
XXXI.  jjot  only  therefore  our  Lord  hitnfelf  expoundeth  that 

Matt.  xxii.  place  of  the  Meffias,  but  the  ancient  Jews  did  commonly 

**•  underftand  it  to  concern  him  j  as  appeareth  by  their  tacit 

confent;  and  forbearing  to  contradiA  our  Lord  fo  inter- 
preting it. 

In  fine,  all  the  prophecies,  which  are  very  many,  that 
concern  the  fpiritual  and  eternal  kingdom  of  the  Meffias, 
(his  being  invefied  with  and  exercifing  regal  dignity  and 
power  over  God's  people  for  ever,)  do  in  effeft  declare 
the  afcenfion  and  feflion  of  our  Lord ;  particularly  thofe 

Kal.it.6>8.of  David;  I  have  Jet  my  king  upon  my  holy  hiU  ofZion; 

Plkl.  xlv.'6.and.  Thy  throne,  0  God^  is  for  ever  and  ever;  the  fceptre 

Hcb.  i. «.   qJ  iiiy  kingdom  is  a  right  fceptre :  and  that  of  Daniel ; 

13, 14.  '  Ifotv  in  the  night  vifions  one  like  the  Son  of  man  came 
with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the  Ancient  of  days, 
and  they  brought  him  near  before  him:  and  there  UHts 
given  him  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  thai  aU 
people,  nations,  and  languages,  Jhouldferve  him:  his  domi" 
nion  is  an  everlq/ling  dominion,  which  Jhall  not  pafs  away, 
and  his  kingdom  that  which  Jhall  not  be  deftroyed.  So 
were  thefe  points  forefhewed  and  foretold,  to  the  mani- 
feftations  of  God's  wifdom  and  the  confirmation  of  our 
faith. 

III.  Now  for  the  ends  and  eflfefis  of  our  Lord's  afcen- 
fion, and  his  abode  in  heaven  at  God's  right  hand,  (I  join 
them  together  as  coincident,  or  fubordinate,)  they  are  in 
the  Scripture  declared  to  be  chiefly  thefe. 

In  general,  our  Lord  by  them  was  invefted  in  the  com- 
plete exercife  of  all  the  offices,  and  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  all  the  privileges,  belongii^g  to  him  as  perfe£t  Mediator, 
Sovereign  King,  High  Priefl,  and  Archprophet  of  God's 
Church  and  people  :  he  did  initi^ly  and  in  part  exercife 
thofe  functions  upon  earth;  and  a  ground  of  enjoying 
thofe  preeminencies  he  laid  here;  but  the  entire  execution 
and  pofleffion  of  all,  by  his  afcenfion  into  heaven,  and  in 
his  feffion  there,  he  did  obtain  particularly. 

I.  Our  Lord  did  afcend  unto,  and  doth  refide  in  hea- 
ven, at  the  right  hand  of  divine  majefiy  and  power^  that 
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OS  a  king  be  might  govern  us,  protecting  us  from  all  SERH. 
danger,  relieving  us  in  all  want,  delivering  us  from  all  XXXL 
«vil }  that  he  might  fubdue  and  deftroy  all  the  enemies  of 
his  kingdom  and  our  falvation;  the  Devil  with  all  his 
retinue,  the  world,  the  flefh,  (in,  death,  and  hell ;  what- 
ever doth  oppofe  his  glory,  his  truth,  his  fervice;  whatever 
confequently,  by  open  violence  or  fraudulent  pra£tice^  doth 
liinder  our  falvation :  The  Lord  /aid  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  pan,  ex.  1. 
thou  on  my  right  hand,  until  I  have  made  thine  enemies  ^^^'  ^^^ 
iky  footftool ;  fo  God  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  David  did  Heb.  i.  is. 
ipeak  unto  him:  whence  St.  Peter  doth  thus  infer;  There--  Adsii.  as. 
fore  lei  all  the  houfe  of  I/rael  know  ajfiiredly,  that  God 
kaih  made  him  Lord  and  Chrijl;  that  is,  his  being  feated 
in  that  place  of  fpecial  eminency  is  an  infallible  argument 
of  his  royal  majefty  and  fovereignty:   and.  This  man,  Heb.  x.  it» 
Uth  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  after  he  had  offered  one  *'• 
focrifice  for  fins,  for  ever  fat  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  from  henceforth  expeSHng  till  his  enemies  le  made 
hisfootjhol ;  and  accordingly,  He  muji,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  \  Cor.  xv. 
reign,  until  he  hath  put  all  his  enemies  under  his  feet.    By  ^*' 
various  combats  in  his  life,  our  Lord  did  word  and  weaken 
his  and  our  enemies ;  and  in  the  lad  great  battle  on  his 
crofs,  he  did  thoroughly  rout  and  overthrow  them ;  but 
by  his  triumphant  afcenfion  into  heaven  he  led  captivity  Eph.  it.  s. 
captive,  enjoying  the  glory  and  benefit  of  his  victory ;  by 
fitting  at  God's  right  hand  he  keepeth  them  down.in  ir- 
recoverable^Z7>(9ion  under  his  feet,  fo  that  none  of  them 
can  make  any  fuccefsful  infurre£lion  againft  him :  for  no 
power  certainly  (hall  ever  be  able  to  withftand  his  will 
and  command,  who  fitteth  at  the  helm  of  fovereignty  im- 
menfe  and  omnipotent;  at  that  right  hand,  which  can 
do  any  thing,  which  wieldeth  and  moderateth  all  things 
every  where;  no  fraud  can  elude,  no  fecret'confpiracy 
can  efcape  his  knowledge,  who,  fitting  in  that  heavenly 
watch-tower  of  infinite  wifdom  and  omnifcience,  behold- 
eth  whatever  is  done,  faid,  or  thought  in  all  the  world. 

He  fo  there  with  royal  might  prote£teth  us  ;  and  with 
royal  goodnefs,  munificence,  and  clemency,  he  doth  alfo 
thence  difpenfe  grace  and  mercy  to  his  faithful  fubje£ts : 
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8BRM.  for  all  good  gifts  and  graces  beflowed  on  the  Church  in 

XXXI.  general  for  common  edification,  and  to  each  member 

thereof  fingly  for  its  particular  benefit,  which  are  ufefiil 

Hfitu'iY,  la.  for  perfefiing  of  the  faints,  for  the  work  of  the  mini/lry, 

for  the  edification  of  ChrifVs  body  in  truth,  holinefs,  order, 

and  peace,  are  exprefled  to  proceed  from  our  Lord's  af- 

Eph,  iT.  7.  cenfion ;  To  every  one  ofyouy  faith  St.  Paul,  is  given  grace 
according  to  the  mecfure  of  the  gift  of  Chrift;  that  is,  to 
every  one  of  you  proportionably,  according  to  the  quality 
of  your  employnient,  rank,  or  ftation  in  the  Church,  and 
according  to  the  particular  exigency  of  your  needs,  as 
Chrift  in  wifdom  feeth  fit,  grace  is  aflbrded;  in  corre- 
fpondence,  addeth  he,  to  the  Pfalmift's  prophecy  concem- 

Epb.  !▼•  8.  ing  our  Saviour,  Having  afcended  up  on  high,  he  led  cap- 
tivity  captive^  and  gave  gifts  unto  men. 

Particularly  in  virtue  or  confequence  of  his  afcenfion 
and  glorification,  to  all  true  penitents  and  converts  unto 
God,  mercy,  and  pardon  for  their  fins  are  difpenfed :  that 
repentance  ihould  be  acceptable  to  God,  and  available  for 
attainment  of  mercy,  our  Lord  did  indeed  merit  for  us  by 
his  fufiering;  but  he  effectually  difpenfeth  it  in  God's 
name,  being  now  inftated  in  glory,  as  a  noble  boon  of 

AAs  r.  31.  his  royal  clemency ;  God^  fdith  St.  Peter,  exalted  him  as 

4;.  I  *  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  unto  Ifrael,  and, 
remiff^n  of  fins. 

a.  Our  Saviour  did  afcend,  and  now  fitteth  at  God's 
right  hand,  that  he  may,  in  regard  to  us,  there  exercife 
his  prieftly  fundion.  Having  in  this  outward  tabernacle 
once  offered  up  himfelf  a  pure  and  perfect  facrifice  for  the 
expiation  of  our  fins,  he  entered  indthin  the  veil,  into  the 

Heb,  X.  la.moft  holy  place,  there  prefenting  his  blood  before  God 
himfelf,  to  the  full  effect  of  obtaining  mercy  for  us,  and 

Heb.iz.24.reftoring  us  to  God's  favour;  He  is,  faith  the  ApofUe, 
entered  into  heaven  itfelf,  there  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of 
God  for  us  ;  fo  that  whenever  we  by  our  frailty  do  fall 
into  fin,  and  do  heartily  by  repentance  turn  unto  God,  in- 
voking his  mercy,  our  Lord  is  ready,  by  applying  the 
virtue  of  his  facrifice,  and  pleading  our  caufe  with  God, 
upon  the  terms  of  that  gracious  covenant  purchafed  and 
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ratified  by  his  blood,  to  procure  mercy  for  us :  for.  If  SERM. 
am/  manjiny  we  have,  faith  St.  John,  an  advocate  with  the  XXXI. 
Father,  Jefus  Chri/i  the  righteous,  who  is  a  propitiation  for  j  john  ii. 
oar^ns,  and  for  the  Jins  of  the  whole  world:  and,  IVho,'^^*    .„ 
£uth  St.  Paul,  is  he  that  condemneth  P  It  is  Chri/l  that  34. 
lited,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  interceffion  for  us ; 
that  is,  feeing  our  Lord  hath  offered  a  weli-pleafing  fa- 
crifice  for  our  fins,  and  doth  at  God's  right  hand  conti- 
nually renew  it,  by  prefenting  it  unto  God,  and  inter^ 
ce^ng  with  him  for  the  effe£t  thereof;  what,  fuppofing  us 
qualified  for  mercy,  can  hinder  ui  from  obtaining  it  ? 

Our  Lord  alfo  doth  at  God's  right  hand  difcharge  the 
princely  miniflry  of  prayii^  for  us,  and  fb  interceding  in 
our  behalf,  as  thereby  to  acquire  from  God  to  be  con* 
fierred  on  us  whatever  is  needful  or  conducible  to  our 
falvation;  He,  faith  the  Apoftic,  is  able  to  fave  to  the  ut'  Hcb.vii.a5. 
termq/i  thofe  that  come  unto  God  by  him,  feeing  he  ever 
Uueth  to  make  interce/jfion  for  us.    More  particularly  he, 
by  his  mediation  there,  doth  procure  for  us  a  free  accefs 
to  God  in  devotion,  a  favourable  reception  of  our  peti'- 
tions  and  fervices,  a  good  fuccefs  of  them  in  the  fupply 
of  all  our  needs ;  for,  Through  him  we  have  accefs  by  the  Eph.  ii.  s. 
Spirit  unto  the  Father  ;  and.  Having  a  great  High  Pri^,Hcb.iT.i4. 
that  is  paffed  into  the  heavens^  Jefus  the  Son  of  God — /e/^"'^*" 
us  therefore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  u/e 
may  obtain  mercy  y  and  find  grace  in  the  time  of  need,  faith 
the  Apoflle  to  the  Hebrews:   and,  Hcy  as  he  is  repre- Rev. viii. a. 
fented  in  the  Apocalypfe,  is  that  angel  of  the  covenant, 
who  at  the  golden  altar  before  God  doth  offer  up  the 
prayers  of  the  faints,  incenfed  by  his  mediation  and  merits. 

Hence  in  his  name  and  through  him  it  is,  that  we  are  i^,^^^  '•  •• 
enjoined  to  prefent  our  prayers,  our  thankfgivings,  and  Rom.  v.  9. 
all  our  fervices;  *  doing  all,  whatever  we  do,  in  the  name  of^^  "'*  \\' 
the  Lord  Jefus.  Eph.  v.  30. 

3.  Again,  our  Lord  telleth  us,  that  it  was  neceflary  be  la^xv/i'e. 
ihould  depart  hence,  and  enter  into  this  glorious  ftate,xvi.  33,24.) 
that  he  might  there  exercife  his  prophetical  office,  by  im-  j^, 
parting  to  us  his  Holy  Spirit  for  our  inflruftion,  dire£Uon^ 


9^  Me  afcended  into  Heaven^ 

5ERM.  afliftance>  and  comfort ;  Behold,  faid  he  upon  his  depar-^ 
XXXI.   tuTCy  I  fend  the  promife  of  my  Father  upon  you;  but  tarry 

Luke  xxir.  V^  *^  ^^  ^^V  ^f  Jcnifalemy  until  ye  he  endued  with  the 

49.  power  from  on  high :  this  he  promifed  then  to  his  difci- 

ples,  but  did   not  perform  until  his  exaltation;  Being 

Ads  ii.  33.  therefore,  faith  St.  Peter^  exalted  to  tlie  right  hand  of  God^ 
and  having  received. of  the  Father  the  promife  of  the  Holy 
Ghq/ly  he  hath  fhed  forth  this  which  ye  now  fee  and  hear* 
He  did  not,  and  indeed  (in  confiftence  with  the  divine 
purpofe  and  the  defigned  economy  of  things),  could  not 

John zTi, 7 •perform  this  until  then;  It  is,  faid  he,  expedient  for  you 
that  I  go  away :  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter  wiU 
not  come  unto  you;  but  if  1  depart,  I  will  fend  him  unto 
you :  that  is^  God,  for  promoting  our  Saviour's  honour, 
and  for  the  glory  of  his  undertaking,  had  in  his  wifdom 
determined,  that  fo  incomparably  e}u:ellent  a  gift  (hould 
be  the  reward  of  his  obedience,  the  confequence  of  his 
triumph,  the  effect  of  his  interceflion  above,  an  ornament 
of  his  royal  (late,  a  pledge  of  his  princely  mmiificence : 
it  was  referved  as  a  moft  rich  and  majeftic  gratuity,  fit  to 
be  conferred  at  his  coronation,  then  when  he  folemnly 
was  inaugurated  to  fovereign  dignity,  and  invefted  with 

John  viU9.  power  fuperlative:  whence.  The  Holy  Spirit,  it  is  faid  in 
St.  John,  was  not  yet,  (that  is,  it  was  not  yet  poured 
forth,  or  bellowed  in  that  confpicuous  manner  and  co- 
pious meafure,  as  God  intended  it  (hould  be  afterwards,) 
becaufe  Jefus  was  not  yet  glorified:  it  was  from  Jefus 
being  received  into  glory,  and  advanced  to  God's  right 
hand,  that  fo  tranfcendent  a  boon  was  in  God's  purpofe, 
and  according  to  his  promife,  defigned  to  come  down. 
4.  Again,  our  Lord  himfelf  telleth  us,  that  he  went  to 

John  xiv.  a.  heaven,  there  to  prepare  a  place  for  his  faithful  fervants, 

Pral.xvi.ii.to  prepare  manfions  of  joy  and  blifs  in  God*s  prefence, 

where  isfulnefs  of  joy ;  at  his  right  hand,  where  are  plea* 

fures  for  evermore.     He  accordingly  hath,  as  the  Apoftle 

Heb.vi.  so.  faith,  entered  as  our  tjgoSpojxoj,  our  forerunner  into  heaven  j 
as  an  honourable  harbinger,  having  difpofed  things  there 
for  our  reception  and  entertainment ;  or  rather,  as  the  fon 
and  heir  of  that  great  houfe,  he  by  his  authority  and  iiir 
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tCTeft  there  procured  leave  for  us  to  enter^  and  refide  SERM, 
there^  or  carrieth  us  as  his  retinue  thither ;  It  is  my  will,   XXXI. 
laith.he^  that  where  I  am ^  there  Jhould  ye  he  alfo;  that  y^johnxvH. 
may  contemplate  my  glory j  and  confequently  may  partake  «*•  «▼•  »-^ 
thereof.     It  was  indeed  our  Lord's  afcenfion  which  did*"' 
unlock  the  gates  of  heaven^  before  (hut  upon  us  by  our 
fins ;  which  quenched  the  flaming  fword^  and  difcharged 
the  mighty  chembtm^  which  guarded  paradife  from  all 
accefs  to  men^« 

The  ancient  Fathers  generally  were  of  opinion^  that 
heaven^  before  our  Lord's  afcenfion^  was  inacceflible^;  and 
that  no  man  had  ever  fet  foot  therein^  until  our  Lord,  by 
his  a&ual  afcent  and  ingrefs^  did  open  the  paflage  thither, 
and  removed  the  bars  there*^ :  to  prove  this^  they  allege 
that  of  our  Lord  in  St.  John;  No  man  hath  afcended  ifp  JohniiLi^* 
ts/o  heaven^  hut  he  that  came  down  from  heaven,  even  the 
Son  of  man,  who  is  in  heaven:  and  the  forecited  place^  /Johnxiy.s. 
go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you;  whicfh  feemeth  to  imply 
heaven  before  unfit  to  receive  men :   and  thofe  places, 
wherein  our  Lord  ^iftirmeth  himfelf  to  h^  the  gate  of  the  John  x.i. 
fiieep,  and  the  way  to  the  Father :  and  that  of  the  Apoftle  **^'  ®' 
to  the  Hebrews,  concerning  the  Patriarchs,  and  other 
good  men  before  Chrift's  incarnation;  And  thefe  all  Aaz/-Heb.zi.39. 
ing  obtained  a  good  report  through  faith,  received  not  the 
.  promife,  God  having  provided  fome  letter  thing  for  us,  that 
they  without  us  Jhould  not  be  perfeSi.     Hither  alfo  they 
referred  that  of  the  Pfalmid,  Lft  up  your  heads,  0  y^pfkimszir. 
gates;  and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlq/iing  doors;  and  the  King^^  ^'  ' 
of  glory  Jhall  come  in :  which  words  they  interpreted  to 
fignify  the  gates  of  heaven  then  to  have  been  firft  opened, 
when  our  Lord  did  afcend  thither^.    Jofhua,  a  mod  con- 
gruous type  of  our  Lord,  leading  God's  people  into  the 


^  Flammca  ilia  rhompbaea,  cuftos  paradifi,  et  praefidentia  foribus  Cheru- 
bim  Cbri^  reftin£ta,  et  referata  funt  fanguine.    Hter.  Ep.  3. 

*  0»^»*f  fr<  JT*  aCmr»f,     Chryf.  ad  Heb.  ix.  8. 

^  Ante  Chriftum  Abraham  apud  inferos,  poft  Chriflum  latro  in  paradifo, 
ftc.     Hur,  iM  Epitapk,  Nepot,  Ep.  3. 

*  "Orm*  U  n»fit  kfim  Xftfitt  j^  Jif(ii  tii  r«»  i^mfif,  mXtu^vJM  al  U  v^«»t  ^'^X' 
di»Tti  iy/iXm  ittttJgKt  rag  wvXms  rSt  ifrnviv,     Ju/l,  M> 
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SfiRM.  land  of  promife,  did  alTo  to  their  fenfe  imply  our  Lord*^ 
^^^-  firft  entering  into  heaven.    The  high  prieft  alone  enter- 
ing into  the  fan£tuary,  did^  as  they  deemed^  argue  the 
fame ;  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  feeming  much  to  fk- 
Heb.  ix.  7»  vour  their  fentiment^  when  he  faith^  Into  the  Jecond  (ta- 
*'  bemacle)  went  the  high  prie/l  alone  once  every  year,  not 

without  bloody  which  he  offered  for  himfelf,  and  the  errors 
of  the  people :  the  Holy  Ghq/l  this^gnifying,  that  the  w€ty 
into  the  holieft  of  all  was  not  yet  made  manife/l,  whilft  the 
firfl  tabernacle  was  yet  Jlanding*    The  fame  alfo  was,  fay 
they,  fignified  by  thofe  perfons,  who,  for  ofiences  wide  of 
malice,  were  detained  in  the  cities  of  refuge,  and  prohi- 
bited to  return  home,  until  the  death  of  the  high  priei^ 
Namb.      hut  were  afterward  reftored  to  the  land  of  their  pojfeffion  ^ 
XXXT.28.    thereby,  fay  they,  being  intimated,  that  until  after  our 
Saviour^s  death  no  man  could  return  into  paradife,  his 
primitive  home,  from  which  man  for  his  lin  had  been  ex- 
cluded ;  but  that  thenceforth  all  perfons,  in  an  evangeli- 
cal account,  not  malicious  or  wicked,  had  a  right  and  li- 
berty to  return  thither  f.   Upon  thefe  and  the  like  grounds 
did  the  Fathers  commonly  fuppofe  no  perfon  before  our 
Lord's  afceniion  to  have  entered  heaven;  but  however  it 
were  as  to  the  time,  yet  aiTuredly,  in  order  of  nature  and 
caufality,  it  was  he  that  did  firft  afcend  thither;  and  by  vir- 
tue of  liis  afcenfion  it  is,  that  any  man  ever  did  or  Ihall 
Sanguis      ©ver  come  thither;  His  blood  was,  as  St.  Hierome  laith, 
da^s*  *ra-  '^  ^^^  of  paradife}  the  efficacy  of  which  he  carrying  up 
difi.  Hier,  with  him  did  unlock  it ;  fo  that  thenceforth  it  doth  ftand 
Ep-  ift9'     ^Jde  open  to  thofe  who  can  foar  up  thither,  following  his 
Hcb.x.  i9,fteps  in  perfevering  obedience.      Having  thereforey  (kith 
^®'  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  ho^ 

lieft  by  the  blood  ofJefus,  by  a  new  and  living  way,  whivh 
he  hath  confecrated  for  us,  through  the  veil,  that  is  to  fay, 
his  ftefh;  and  having  a  high  prie/l  over  the  houfe  of  God; 
let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart :  and.  He,  being  per" 

f  Quid  ell  quod  homicida  pofl  mortem  pontificis  abfolutus  ad  terram  pn>- 
priam  rcdit  ?  nifi  quod  humanum  genus,  quod  peccando  fibi  mortem  intu- 
lit,  poft  mortem  veri  facerdotis,  id  eft  Chrifti,  peccatorum  vinculis  folvitur, 
et  in  paradifi  pofleffionem  reparatur.    Gng,  M,  Horn,  in  Eztck, 
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fiSed,  (or  confummated  in  his  (late  of  glory,)  became  to  all  SERM» 
that  ohey  him  the  author  of  everlajling  falvation;  being  XXXI. 
denominated  by  God  a  high  prie/l  after  the  order  of  MeU  Hcb.T.9  la* 
dnzedek. 

5.  It  wad  indeed  an  efTedl  of  our  Lord's  afcenfion  and 
glorification,  that  all  good  Chriftians  are  with  him  in  a 
fort  tranflated  into  heaven,  and  advanced  into  a  glorious 
ftate  I  being  thence  by  him  made  kings  and  prie/is  to  God.  Ret.  i.  6v 
l^e  katfe,  (kith  Tertullian^  in  Chrjfi  Jefus  feized  on  heaven :  y^*^    .^ 
and  the  Apoftle  iaith  as  much ;  Us^  faith  he^  who  were  mus  coe- 
dfod  in  trejpajfes  andjns,  God  hath  quickened  iogetker^^^"^^ 
wiih  Chri/l,  and  hath  raifed  us  up  together,  and  made  t^Chnfto 
fi  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chri/i  Jefus,    In  many dt  Bm/. c' 
relpe&8  we  thereby  are  raifed  to  heaven  and  eminent  ^^' 
l^ory. 

We  thence  even  as  men  become  greatly  dignified,  our 
nature  being  fo  highly  advanced  thereby :  we  thereby  get 
the  honour  of  being  brethren  or  kinfmen  to  the  world'# 
great  Lord  and  King;  fo  that  any  of  us  may  fay  with  St. 
Auftin^  Where  my  f^fti  reigns,  there  I  believe  myfelf  to 
reign%i  hence,  as  the  Apoflle  to  the  Hebrews  teacheth 
US,  is  that  of  the  Pfalmift  verified  concerning  man ;  Thou  Pf.  ?iii.  5, 
ha^  crowned  him  with  glory  and  honour,  and  hajl  fet  him  ^*^  "'  '^^ 
over  the  works  of  thy  hands* 

We  alfo  more  as  Chriflians  are  elevated  thereby  by  our 
near  relation  to  him,  and  our  participation  with  him  a» 
our  head:  for  where  the  head  is,  there  the  body  is :  they 
are  infeparably  connected;  there  can  be  no  breach,  no 
diftance  between  them^;  and  the  honour  conferred  on  the 
head  doth  neceflarily  accrue  to  the  members ',  according 
to  St.  Paul's  rule.  If  one  member  be  glorified,  all  tlie  mem*  1  Cor.  xA* 
ters  do  rejoice  unth  it,  or  do  partake  of  its  joyful  flate***' 
Chrifii  afcenfio  nqftra  eft  prove&io.  The  afcenfion  of  Chrift  is 
our  preferment ;  and  whither  the  glory  of  the  head  is  gone 

S  Ubi  caro  mea  regnat  ibi  me  regnare  credo.     Aug,  Med, 
^  'Ef^y  ii  MfiO*,  Ui7  g  W  tStftM'  iiUfi  yk^  faifif  hu^ytjttt  h  fufmX^  ^  ri  reiftm, 
Chrjf.  im  Bpk.  X.  3.  « 
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SERM,  ^efore^  thither  likewife  is  the  hope  of  the  body  called,  (aith 
XXXI.   a  devout  Father*. 

""""""""""  We  alfo  are  by  our  Xord's  glorification  advanced  and 
advantaged,  in  that  his  being  fo  glorified  is  a  fure  pledge 
and  an  earned  of  that  glorious  reward  which  all  good 

Hcb.  i.  9.    Chriftians  (hall  receive.      Ckri/l  being  made  heir  of  all 

^om.  vili.  fi^i^gg^  ^d  jn  hjg  afcenfion,  adire  hcereditatem,  take  pof* 

Eph.  i.  11.  feffion  of  that  inheritance ;  and  we  confequently,  as  co- 
Col,  i.  13.  heirs  with  him^  and  having  ajhare  in  the  inheritance  of  the 
faints  in  light,  do  feize  thereon^  acquiring  therein  a  right 
and  propriety  at  prefent,  being  afliired  in  due  time  (if  by 
our  mifcarriages  we  do  not  forfeit  our  title),  of  an  adual 
poffeilion  thereof  >  j4s,  faith  Tertullian,  Ckri/i  did  leave  to 
us  the  eameji  of  the  Spirit,  fo  he  received  from  us  the  ear- 
nefl  of  the  flefh,  and  carried  it  into  heaven  as  a  pledge  of 
the  whole fum  to  lefometime  brought  in  thither^* 

We  do  alfo  in  a  manner  afcend  with  Chrift  to  heaven^ 

hi  regard  that  by  his  afccnfion  our  principal  concernments^ 

our  only  confiderable  interefts,  (that  xperr1»v  Zvap^tg  xai  fit- 

Hcb.  X.  34.  y80-a^  better  and  enduring  Jubfiance,)  the  true  obje&s  of 

our  aflTedion,  and  all  our  hope,  are  transferred  thither ; 

whence  heaven  becometh  our  only  true  country,  our  abid" 

Heb.  ziii.   ing  city,  our  real  home :   we  having  here  no  true  ref^ 

iPet  ii  11  "^  fettled  manfion,  no  certain  eftate;  but  indeed  being 

i.  17-        flrangers,  fojoumers,  and  pilgrims  Upon  earths    OuriroXl^ 

*      *  ^*  *  reufMi,  our  politic  capacity,  relates  to  heav^  or  we  are 

PbiLiti. 20. citizens  thereof,  faith  St.  Paul;  we  SLve  fellow-citizens  of 

^^[^ilXl'jhe  faints,  and  domejlics  of  God;  3,re  profelytes  to  mount 

n^cnxiixv.  Sion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  metropolis  of 

C^l'u  la.l^  f^^^^s  '^^  heavenly  Jerufalem;  we  are  tranflated  into 

I  Thcf.  ii.   the  kingdom  of  God*s  beloved  Son,  are  called  into  his  king'* 

CoioC  i.  5.  dom  and  glory,  have  our  hope  laid  up  for  us  in  heaven,  are 

G«l.  Ti.  14.  j^Qfi  iQ  ikis  world,  and  our  life  is  hid  unth  Chrift  in  God: 

It.  90.  *  ^  J 

CoU  ill.  3. 

*  Chrifti  afcenfio  noftra  eft  proTe£lio;  et  quo  prsM^dfit  gloria  capitis,  to 
fpes  vocatur  et  corporis.     Leo  P, 

^  Gtuemadmodum  Chriftus  nobis  arrhabonem  Spiritus  reliquit,  ita  et  « 
nobis  arrhabonem  camis  accepit,  et  vexit  in  ccelum  planus  totius  fumoMS 
illuc  quandoque  redigendae.     Tertull,  de  Refurr,  c.  51. 
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and  where  we  are  fo  concerned^  there  efpecially  in  fpirit  S£RM. 
and  heart  we  may  be  fuppofed  to  be.  XXXI. 

6.  I  might  add,  that  God  did  thus  advance  our  Saviour, 
to  declare  the  fpedal  regard  he  beareth  to  piety,  right- 
coofiiefs,  and  obedience,  by  his  fo  amply  rewarding  and 
highly  digniiying  the  pradice  thereof,  ffi,  faith  theHeb.ii.  9. 
Apoftle,  Jee  Jefus^  for  thefuffering  of  deaths  croumed  with 
glory  and  honour.  We  fee  him,  not  only  as  an  obje£b  of 
oar  contemplation,  but  as  a  pattern  of  our  praftice,  and 
as  a  ground  of  our  encouragement ;  Looking  up,  faith  thatHeb.  zii.  9. 
Apoftle  agdn,  unto  Je/us,  the  captain  and  the  perfeSier  of 
wr  faithy  who  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him  endured 
the  crofsj  de/pifing  thejhame,  and  is  fet  down  at  the  right 
hand  of  God.  God,  it  feemeth,  did  intend,  and  he  doth 
propoimd,  our  Lord's  exaltation,  for  an  engagement  and 
motive  to  us  of  following  him  in  the  way  by  which  he 
attained  it ;  giving  us  afluredly  to  hope  for  the  like  xe- 
wards  of  glory  and  joy,  in  proportion  anfwerable  to  our 
imitation  of  his  exemplary  obedience  and  patience. 

Such  are  the  principal  ends  and  effects  of  our  Lord's 
alcenfion,  and  feflion  at  God's  right  hand ;  the  coniideration 
of  which  points  may  have  great  ufe,  Ihould  have  much 
influence  upon  our  pra£lice. 

I.  It  may  ferve  to  guard  us  from  divers  errors,  which 
to  the  dangerous  prejudice  and  difparagement  of  our  reli- 
^on  (introducing  into  it  notions  thwarting  reafon  and 
fenfe,  charging  it  with  needlefs  and  groundlefs  incredibi- 
lities, expoling  it  to  difficulties  and  objections  fo  mafly, 
that  the  foundations  of  Chriilian  truth  are  fcarce  able  to 
fupport  them)  have  been  and  are  aflerted  by  divers  per- 
Ibns,  or  by  feds  of  men  profefling  Chriflianity,  fuch  as 
are  that  of  the  old  Eutychians,  who  held,  that  the  human 
nature  of  our  Lord  was  converted  into  his  divinity,  or 
fwallowed  up  thereby ;  that  of  the  German  Ubiquitaries, 
who  fay,  that  our  Lord  according  to  his  human  nature 
corporally  doth  exift  everywhere;  that  of  the  Lutheran 
Confubftantialifls,  and  of  the  Roman  Tranfubdantiators, 
who  affirm,  that  the  body  of  our  Lord  is  here  upon  earth 
at  once  prefent  in  many  places,  (namely,  in  every  place 
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S  E  RM.,  where  the  Hoft  is  kept,  or  the  Eucharift  is  celebrated :) 
XXXL   which  aflertions,    by  the  right  luiderftanding  of  thefe 
points,  will  appear  to  be  falfe.     For  our  Lord  did  vifibly 
in  human  fhape  afcend  to  heaven,  (wluch  to  do  is  incon* 
fiftent  with   the  invifible,  omniprefent,  and  immoveable 
nature  of  God,)  and  therefore  he  continueth  ftill  a  man ; 
and  as  fuch  he  abideth  in  heaven,  and  therefore  he  doth 
not  exift  everywhere  or  otherwhere.     It  is  the  property 
of  a  creature  to  have  a  definite  exiftence,  or  to  be  only  in 
one  place  at  one  time ;  for  could  it  be  in  divers  places  at 
once,  it  might  by  like  reafon  be  in  any  or  in  every  place, 
and  confequently  it  might  be  immenfe ;  nor  can  we  con- 
ceive a  thing  to  be  at  once  in  feveral  diftant  places,  with- 
out its  being  multiplied  in  eflence :  it  efpecially  is  repug- 
nant to  the  nature  of  a  body  at  once  to  poflefs  (evenl 
places,  feeing  its  fubftance  and  quantity  do  not  really  dif- 
fer, or  are  infeparably  combined,  whence  it  cannot  be 
Df^iltiplied  in  dimenfions,  anfwerable  to  many  localities, 
without  being  multiplied  in  fubdance ;   wherefore  fince 
our  Lord,  as  man,  did  by  a  proper  local  motion  afcend, 
Heb.iz.34.pafs  through,  and  enter  into  the  heavens,  (being,  as  it  is 
Aalli  2  9  ^^^  *^  ^^'y  Scripture,  in  the  vifible  form  and  dimenfions 
10,11.       of  his  body,  taken,  carried,  lifted  up,  gone  into  heaven, 
LuVc  Txiv,  p^j-iijfg  from  his  difciples,  going  away  from  us,  leaving 
Markxvi.   the  world  and  going  to  the  Father;  being  where  no  man 
Matt,  xxvf  ^^^  ^^^  come,  or  can  follow  him  ;  being  to  be  no  mare  in 
11.  t/ie  world,  fo  that  we  have  him  not  always  with  us;  being 

1^  ct.  III.  ii^Q^Q^  where  we,  being  in  the  tody,  are  abfent  from  him; 
John  zYi.5»  feeing  he  doth  now  refide  in  heaven,  which  muft,  as  St. 
xir.as.xiii.  Peter  affirmed,  receive  (or  hold)  him,  until  the  reftituiion 
J:X**^''»^*-o/*a//  things;  where  he  conflantly  appeareth  in  God^s pre- 
B6,itYu.yi  fence  for  us,  and  ever  liveth  to  make  interceffion  far  us ; 
^^Ij^'%  whence  alfo  we  do  expeft,  that  in  the  like  vifible  manner 
^*^"?f  •  ^s  h^  went,  that  he  (hall  come  again,  defcending,  as  St. 
Hcb.vil.as.P^^  fp^^l^eth,  yrowi  Aetfv^n,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of 
'*•  ^*'  heaven,  at  the  lafl  refurre6tion  and  judgment,  which  is 
J  Their,  iv*  therefore  commonly  termed  his  prejence  and  appearance 
iThrf  ?  7  ^^^^^5)  fi"c^>  I  ^^y*  according  to  the  tenor  of  Scriptui^, 
iCor.xv.4r>our  Lord  did  thus^  as  man,  in  his  fiefh  go  into  heavGDj  and 
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there  perpetually  doth  abide  in  glory,  until  be  (hall  tbenc^  SERM^ 
leturn  bitber  to  judge  tbe  world,  we  muft  not  fuppofe   XXXI, 
bim  to  be  any  wbere  corporally  upon  eartb.     He  is  in-  rcv.  i.  7. 
deed  every  wbere  by  bis  Divinity  prefent  witb  us ;  be  is  '^*"-  *«'▼• 
alfo  in  bis  bumanity  prefent  to  our  faitb,  to  our  memcrry^  (eiV  Jiwdf^ 
to  our  afTefiion » 5  be  is  tberein  alfo  prefent  by  myfterious  ''1J?  ^T** 
reprcfentation,  by  fpiritual  efficacy,  by  general  infpeftioif  17) 
and  influence  upon  bis  Cburcb ;  but  in  body,  as  we  are  *E^^d$id, 
ab/ent  from  him,  fo  is  be  likewife  feparated  from  us  j  we  «  9^'-  v.  0. 
nod/i  depart  hence,  that  we  may  be  with  him,  in  tbe  place  1  fhef.  iT.* 
whither  he  is  gone  to  prepare  for  us*     tVho  Jhall  afcend '  ^' 
'mto  heaven,  to  bring  Chri/i  down  tbence  ?  faith  St.  Paul^ 
intiiiiating  wbere  be  doth  immoveably  abide,  in  exclufion 
to  all.  other  places.     Thefe  things  (befide  many  other 
ftrong  reafons)  If  we  do  confider,  it  will  fufiice  to  guard 
us  from  thofe  rampant  abfurdities,  which  io  long,  with 
fuch  impudence  and  fuch  violence,  have  outbraved  pl£dn 
leafon  and  fenfe.     But  to  leave  this,  and  to  come  to  more 
pra^cal  applications. 

a.  Is  ChriA  afcended  and  advanced  to  this  glorioufli 
eminency  at  God's  right  band  ?  Then  let  us  anfwerably 
behave  ourfelves  toward  bim,  rendering  bim  tbe  honour 
and  worfliip,  tbe  fear  and  reverence,  the  fervice  and  obe- 
dience fuitable  and  due  to  that  bis  flate.  In  regard  hereto 
all  tbe  angels  of  God  are  commanded  to  adore  him ;  and  Heb.  i.  6, 
they  willingly  fubmit  thereto,  acknowledging  bim  to  de- 
ierve  the  bigheft  worihip ;  Every  creature  (it  is  in  tbe  Re-  Rcr.  v.  la, 
velation)  in  heaven,  tn  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  doth  in  *^' 
its  way  fend  up  acclamations  of  blefling  and  praife  unto 
him.  And  (hall  we  then  refufe  or  neglect  to  do  tbe  like  ? 
we^  who  of  all  creatures  in  equity  and  gratitude  are  moft 
obl^edi  who  in  reafon  and  intereft  are  moft  concerned  to 
honour  him,  as  ourfelves  receiving  moft  honour  and  ad- 
vantage from  his  exaltation?  Shall  we  be  backward  in 
yielding  obedience  to  him,  who  is  in  nature  fo  nearly  re- 

1  Secundam  majeftatem  fuaniy  fecundum  providentiam,  fecundutn  inef- 
fiibilem  et  inTifibtlem  grfttiam  impletur  quod  ab  eo  diaum  eft,  Ecce  ego 
fobifcnnii— -^-fecimdam  cunem  vcro— oon  femper  habebitis  me  vobiA:um. 
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S£&M.  lated  to  us,  and  in  affe^on  fo  well  difpoM  toward  us ; 
XXXI.  yrho,  out  of  tender  good-will  toward  us,  hath  undertaken 
*"""""""  this  high  charge,  and  exercifeth  it  with  defign  to  do  us 
good;  who  therefore  efpecially  is  pleafed  to  fit  at  the 
helm,  that  he  may  protect  us  from  all  the  enemies  of  our 
welfare,  and  that  he  may  fettle  us  in  the  enjoyment  of 
happinefs?    ShaU  we  dare  to  oppofe  his  will,  and  not 
MattjuvUi.  dread  to  difpleafe  him,  to  whom  all  power  in  heaven  and 
**•  earth  is  given ;  whofe  will  is  executed  by  the  irrefifiible 

right  hand  of  God ;  who  therefore  can  eafily  check  us  in 
our  bad  courfes,  and  will  furely  chaitife  us  for  our  difobe- 
dience  ?  We  do  plainly  hereby  incur  the  heinous  guilt, 
and  (hall  furely  undergo  the  grievous  puniftiment,  of  re- 
bellion ;  this  being  the  fentence  which,  refufing  fubje&ion 
Luke  xix. '  to  him,  we  fhall  one  day  hear  and  feel ;  Thofe  mine  ene- 
^^'  mies,  that  would  not  have  me  reign  over  them,  bring  them 

hither,  andjlay  them  before  me* 

3.  Thefe  points  do  afford  ground  and  matter  of  great 
joy  and  comfort  to  us.  Have  we  not  caufe  to  rejoice,  that 
our  Lord  hath  obtained  fo  abfolute  and  glorious  a  vi^ry 
over  all  our  cruel  enemies  ?  Should  we  not  with  joyful 
gratulation  applaud  the  triumphs  of  goodnefs  over  wick- 
ednefs,  of  charity  over  malice,  of  mercy  over  wrath,  of 
life  and  happinefs  over  death  and  ihifery  ?  Is  it  not  mat- 
ter of  huge  fatisfa£lion  that  one  of  our  kind  and  kindred, 
who  beareth  toward  us  the  bowels  of  a  man  and  the  af- 
feftion  of  a  brother,  who  hath  yielded  fo  wonderful  ex- 
preffions  of  good- will  and  charity  toward  us,  who  fo  loved 
us  as  to  lay  down  his  life  for  us,  is  rdfed  to  fuch  prefer- 
ment ?  Shall  we  not  be  pleafed,  that  v(re  have  fo  good  a 
friend  in  fo  high  place  and  fo  great  power;  or  that  !K$ 
-  who  is  fo  willing,  is  alfo  fo  able  to  do  us  good  ?  Have  we 
not  great  caufe  to  acquiefce  in  our  fubje6Uon  to  fo  juft,  fo 
mild,  fo  gracious  a  Governor  5  the  fceptre  of  whoje  king^ 
•  '  dom  is  a  right  fceptre,  whofe  yoke  is  eqfy,  and  burden 

light?  Shall  we  not  be  glad,  confidering  that  we  have  fo 
merciful  and  fo  kind  an  interceflbr  always  refident  with 
God,  always  ready  to  do  good  offices  for  us  at  the  throne 
of  grace  ?  Confidering  this,  what  is  there  that  can  be  or 
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bappen  in  the  world  that  fhould  difpleafe^  difcourage^  or  SERM. 
difiorb  us  ?  What  enemies  (hould  we  fear,  fince  all  our  XXXI. 
eoemies  lie  proftrate  under  his  feet  ?  What  good  can  we ' 
fear  to  want^^fince  all  things  are  at  bis  difpofal,  and  all 
good  is  difpenfed  by  him  ?    What  events  (hould  trouble 
OS,  fince  all  things  are  managed  and  ordered  by  his  good 
hand  ?   Will  he  fuSer  any  thing  to  huit  us  ?   Will  he  fee 
lis  need  any  convenience  ?  Will  he  let  us  be  oppreiled  by 
Vij  milcbief  or  diftrefs,  whofe  office  it  is  and  continual 
caie  to  prote&  and  fuccour  us  ?  Have  we  not,  in  contem* 
{dation  of  thefe  things,  abundant  reafon  to  comply  witb 
tb^^t  precept,  of  rejoicing  in  the  Lord  always  P  Be  our  cafc^  Pbil.  W.  4. 
in  this  world  what  it  will,  confidering  where  oiu*  Lord  is,  "'"  *' 
we  have  great  caufe  to  be  cheerful,  according  to  that  in- 
jimAion  of  our  Lord,  enforced  by  this  confideration ;  In  John  x^k  * 
the  world  yejhall  have  tribulation:  but  be  of  good  cheer;  I^^' 
haxfe  overcome  the  world. 

4«  The  confideration  of  thefe  things  ferveth  to  cherifh 
and  ftrei^hen  all  kind  of  faith  and  hope  in  us.  If  the 
lefurreAion  of  our  Saviour  might  beget  in  us  a  ftrong  per- 
fiiafion  concerning  the  truth  of  our  Lord's  do6trine,  and 
a  lively  hope  of  falvation  from  his  undertakings  and  per- 
formances for  us,  his  afcenfion  and  feffion  in  glory  (con- 
firmed by  the  fame  indubitable  teftimonies  and  authori- 
ties) muft  needs  nourifli,  improve,  and  corroborate  them. 
We  cannot  furely  diilruft  the  accompliihment  of  any  pro- 
miles  declared  by  him,  we  cannot  defpair  of  receiving  any 
good  from  him,  who  is  afcended  into  heaven,  and  fitteth 
at  the  right  hand  of  divine  wifdom  and  divine  power, 
thence  viewing  all  things  done  here,  thence  ordering  all 
things  every  where  for  the  advantage  of  thofe  who  love 
jiim  and  truil  in  him. 

It  efpecially  doth  ferve  to  quicken  in  us  that  bleffedTitluia. 
hcpei^  as  St.  Paul  calleth  it,  of  a  joyful  and  happy  reft  after 
the  troubles  and  forrows  of  this  wretched  life ;  which  hope  Heb.  vi.  19. 
we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the/oul,  bothfure  andjiedfqfty  and 
which  entereth  into  that  within  the  veil;  where  the  fore^ 
fun^mr  is  for  us  entered^  even  Jefus^  made  an  high  prieftfor 
^^W  ^ft^  the  order  of  Melchizedek. 
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SERM.      5.  Thefe  points  do  likewife  fcrve  to  excite  and  cocou* 
XXXI.   rage  our  devotion :  for  having  fuch  a  mediator  in  heaven^ 
"  foi  near  God's  prefence,  fo  much  in  God's  favour ;  having 

fo  good  and  fure  a  friend  at  court,  having  ^ich  a  Majler 
ofrequefts  ever  ready  to  prefent  up,  to  recommend,  and 
to  further  our  petitions,  what  (hould  deter,  what  (hould 
anywife  withhold  us  from  cheerfully,  upon  all  occafions^ 
by  him  addrefling  ourfel ves  to  God  ?  We  may  therefore, 
Heb.iT.  16.  as  we  are  exhorted  by  the  Apoftle,  come  to  the  throne  of 
grace  with  holdnefsy  that  we  may  receive  mercy y  and  Jind 
grace  for  feafonalle  aid.     We  cannot,  oonfidering  this, 
anywife  doubt  of  thofe  promifes  being  efre6hially  made 
Matt.  xxi.  good  to  us ;  Whatever  yejhall  ajk  in  prayer^  believing,  ye 
Markxifa*-/^^^^  ^^^^^^  i  tvhatfoever  ye  aJk  in  my  name,  that  will  I  do. 
iJohny.t4.Xhere  is  nothing  which  he,  enjoying  fuch  power,  cannot 
33.  XV.  7!    do  for  us ;  and  there  is  nothing  which  he,  our  loving  and 
»vi.  33.      merciful  brother,  will  not  do,  that  is  good  for  us^  if  we  do 
with  humble  confidence  apply  ourfelves  to  him  for  it. 
And  what  greater  incitement  can  there  be  to  devotion, 
than  an  aflurance  fo  firmly  grounded  of  fair  acceptance 
and  happy  fuccefs  thereof?  Yea,  what  an  extreme  folly, 
what  a  huge  crime  is  it,  not  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  an  advan- 
tage, not  by  fo  obliging  an  inducement  to  be  moved  to 
a  confiant  pra6lice  of  this  fo  beneficial  and  fweet  kind  of 
duties? 

6.  It  may  encourage  us  to  all  kind  of  obedience,  to 
confider  what  a  high  pitch  of  eternal  glory  and  dignity 
our  Lord  hath  obtained,  in  regard  to  his  obedience,  and 
as  a  pledge  of  like  recompenfe  defigned  to  us,  if  we  tread 
in  his  footfteps,  running  the  race  that  is  fet  before  uSy  and 
looking  up  unto  JefuSy  who  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before 
him  endured  the  crofsy  and  is  fet  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  God.  As  CJod,  in  refpeft  to  what  he  (hould  per- 
form, did  o0er  to  him  fo  high  a  promotion ;  fo  doth  he 
likewife,  upon  condition  of  our  obedience  to  his  command^ 
ments,  oblige  himfelf  to  put  us  into  a  like  excellent  and 
happy  (late  :  fo  our  Lord  himfelf  declared,  when  he  fwd, 
Luke  xxii.  J  covenant  to  you  a  kingdomy  as  my  Father  covenanted  to 
me  a  kingdom :  it  goeth  before.  Ye  are  they  which  have 
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continued  with  me  in  my  temptations:  there  is  the  condi-  SERM. 
tion,  faithful  and  conftant  adherence  to  Chrift  in  doing  and   XXXI. 
fufifering ;  upon  performance  of  which  condition  our  Lord  rcv.  i.  6. 
tendereth  that  glorious  reward  of  an  eternal  kingdom :  ^-  ^®* 
and  the  divine  covenant  being  thus  efTeduaUy  fulfilled 
unto  him,  doth  afcertain  us,  that  his  overture  will  like- 
wife  be  made  good  to  us  j  //  is,  faith  St.  Paul,  a  faithfiil ^Tim. ii. 
fiyingj  (that  is,  a  word,  upon  which  we  may  confidently    ' 
rely,)  if  we  be  dead  with  him,  (dead  to  fin  and  vanity,)  we 
fiudl  alfo  live  with  him,  (live  with  him  in  glory  and  joy;) 
if  we  endure,  (or  perfevere  in  obedience  and  patience  after 
him^)  wejhall  alfo  reign  with  him  :  and.  To  him  (faith  ourRer.  iii. 
Lord  in  the  Revelation)  that  overoometh  will  I  grant  to^^* 
Jit  with  me  on  my  throne,  even  as  I  alfo  overcame,  and  am 
Jet  down  with  my  Father  on  his  throne. 

7.  Lallly,  the  confideration  of  thefe  points  fhould  ele- 
vate our  thoughts  and  affeftions  from  thefe  inferior  things 
here  (the  vain  and  bafe  things  of  this  world)  unto  hea- 
venly things ;  according  to  that  of  St.  Paul ;  If  ye  be  rifen  Co\,  iii.  i. 
unth  Chrifi,feek  the  things  above,  where  Ckri/l  is  Jitting  at 
the  right  hand  of  God.    To  the  head  of  our  body  we 
ihould  be  joined ;  continually  deriving  fenfe  and  motion, 
direAion  and  aftivity  from  him  :  where  the  mafter  of  our 
£unily  is,  there  fhould  our  minds  be,  condantly  attentive 
to  his  pleafure,  and  ready  to  ferve  him ;  where  the  city 
is,  whofe  denizens  we  are,  and  where  our  final  reft  muft 
be^  there  fhould  our  thoughts  be,  careful  to  obferve  the 
laws  and  orders,  that  we  may  enjoy  the  inununities  and  Heb.  zi.  i6. 
privil^es  thereof;  in  that  country,  where  only  we  have 
any  good  eftate,  or  valuable  concernment,  there  our  mind 
fhould  be,  fhidying  to  fecure  and  improve  our  intereft 
therein :  our  refolutioh  fhould  be  conformable  to  that  of 
the  holy  Pfalmift ;  /  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  to  the  hills,  from  Pf.  cxxi.  1. 
whence  cometh  my  help.     Chrift  is  our  life,  faith  St.  Paul ;  Col.  iii.  4. 
and  fhall  our  fouls  be  parted  from  our  life  ?  Chrift,  faith  f^'^'j^^; 
he  again,  i^  our  hope ;  and  fhall  our  mind  and  hope  be  Col.  i.  37< 
afunder  ?  Chrift  is  the  principal  objeft  of  our  love,  of  our  Animus 
truft,  of  our  joy,  of  all  our  beft  affeftions  ;  and  fhall  our^^J*» 
affedions  be  fevered  from  their  beft  objeAs  ?  By  Us  being 

H  4         * 


104  B^  afcended  into  Heaven^  6fe. 

6ERM.  in  heaven  all  our  treafure  becometh  there ;  and  where  our 
^^^^'treafure  is,  there  (if  we  apprehend  and  believe  rightly^ 
there  naturally)  our  hearts  will  be  alfo  :  if  they  be  not,  it 
aCor.v.  6,  is  a  fign  we  take  him  not  for  our  beft  treafure,  fVe  do  in 
our  bodies  Jojoumfrom  the  Lord,  as  St.  Paul  faith  ;  but  in 
our  fpirits  we  may  and  (hould  be  ever  prefent,  ever  con- 
verfant  with  him;  contemplating  him  with  an  eye  of 
fiEuth,  £Eiftening  our  love  upon  him,  repofing  our  confidence 
in  him,  dire£ting  our  prayers  and  thankfgivings  to  him ; 
meditating  upon  his  good  laws,  his  gracious  promifes,  his 
holy  life,  and  his  merciful  performances  for  us.  We 
fhould  not,  by  fixing  our  hearts  and  defires  upon  earthly 
things,  (upon  the  vain  delights,  the  fordid  interefts,  the 
fallacious  and  empty  glories,  the  finful  enjoyments  here,) 
nor  by  a  dull  and  carelefs  negle^  of  heavenly  things, 
avert,  eftrange,  or  feparate  ourfelves  wholly  from  him. 
No,  furfum  corda^  let  us,  unloofing  our  hearts  from  thefe 
things,  and  with  them  foaring  upward,  follow  and  adhere 
to  our  Lord;  fo  (hall  we  anticipate  that  .blefled  future 
ftate,  fo  (hall  we  aflure  to  ourfelves  the  pofleflion  of  heaven, 
fo  here  enjoying  our  Lord  in  afiefbion,  we  fhall  hereafter 
obtain  a  perfed  fruition  of  his  glorious  and  blifsful  pre* 
fence ;  the  which  God  of  his  mercy  by  his  grace  vouch- 
fafe  us,  through  the  fame  our  ever  blefled  Saviour;  to 
whom  be  for  ever  all  glory  and  praife.     Amen. 

0  God  the  King,  of  glory ,  who  haji  exalted  thine  oum 
Son  Jefiis  Chrift  with  great  triumph  unto  thy  kingdom  in 
heaven ;  we  befeech  thee  leave  us  not  comfortlefs^  but  femd 
thine  Holy  Ghqft  to  comfort  us^  and  exalt  us  to  the  Jame 
place,  whither  our  Saviour  Chri/i  is  gone  before;  wIm  liueik 
and  reigneth  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghq/i,  one  God,  uwrld 
without  endp    Amen. 


iTcom  tbence  ^t  QmU  come  to  mnge  tf)e  £Xuic& 

ann  tiie  Dean. 


SERMON   XXXII. 


THE  REASONABLENESS  AND  EQUITY  OF  A 

FUTURE  JUDGMENT. 


EccLES.  ill.  17. 

IJhid  in  my  heart,  God  Jhall  judge  the  righteous  and  the 

wicked. 

XHESE  words  are  the  refult  of  a  ferious  contemplation  SERM. 
upon  the  (late  of  human  affairs  and  common  occurrences  XXXII. 
in  this  world :  the  Royal  Philofopher  having,  as  he  telleth  gocief.  i. 
as^  given  his  heart  to  feek  and  fear ch  out  hy  wifdom  con^  i^* 
etrmng  all  things  that  were  done  under  heaven ;  what  was 
the  proper  nature^  what  the  juft  price  of  each  thing ;  what 
real  benefit  or  folid  comfort  each  did  afford ;  how  every 
perfon  did  fare  in  the  purfuit  and  fuccefs  of  his  defigns ; 
didy  after  full  examination  and  careful  balancing  all  things 
refolve  upon  fueh  conclufions  as  thefe : 

That  no  kind  of  undertaking  here  did  in  effed  yield  any  Ecclef.  i. 
confiderable  profit  or  complete  (atisfafdon^  but  all  in  the  **  ^'  "* 
iffue  did  prove  vain  and  vexatious. 

That  no  man  fit>m  his  care  and  induffay,  in  any  courfe  Ecclef.  xu 
of  life^  could  promife  himfelf  any  certain  fuccefs,  or  reapj^?*^* 
anfwerable  reward. 
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Yvxrf       '^^^^  although  between  wifdom  and  folly  (or  between 
goodnefs  and  wickednefs)  there  is  fome  intrinfic  difierence 


Eoclef.  ii.    of  worth,  {one  excelling  the  other ^  as  light  doth  excel  dark-- 
nefsy)  yet,  as  to  external  advantages,  and  as  to  final  event 
here,  there  is  no  great  odds  difcemiblej  for  that  events 
i5.Tii.  15.  (profperous  and  adverfe)  did  appear  to  fall  out,  not  ac- 
iz.  1,  u-    cording  to  the  qualifications  or  to  the  pra3ices  of  men, 
but  indifierently,  according  to  the  fwinge  of  time  and 
chance;  and  for  that  death  and  oblivion  alike  do  feize  upon 
liTiU.*  "i.  ^  5  ^^  ^^^^  apparently,  in  that  refpeft,  a  man  hath  no  pre- 
eminence over  a  beqft. 
Ecclcf.  ii.        That  in  common  life  nothing  doth  appear  better,  than 
T.  18.  viii.  for  a  man,  with  the  bed  advantage  he  can,  to  enjoy  ordi- 
15.  XI.  10.  j^j^  fenfible  delights  and  comforts,  which  his  condition 
doth  afford. 

\^z^\ ^17      '^^^^  ^"  regard  to  the  prefent  things  here,  life  were  not 
18.  defirable   to  any  man,  the  inconveniences  and  troubles 

thereof  outweighing  its  benefits ;  fo  that  even  the  wifeft, 
greated,  and  happieft  perfons  (fuch  as  he  himfelf  was) 
had  caufe  to  hate  life^  and  all  their  labour  which  they  had 
taken  under  the  fun. 
fl^,r:ij"l'f      That  the  mind  and  aSe&ion  of  God  toward  men  are 
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w.  5.  very  referved ;  the  courfe  of  Providence  very  abftrufe,  the 
reafon  of  events  unfearchable  to  the  wit  or  ftudy  of  men ; 
fo  that  we  can  hardly  from  appearances  here  defcry  any 
66nfpicuous  marks  of  God's  favour  or  his  difpleafure. 

From  thefe  obfervations,  as  irom  fo  many  arguments, 

he  doth  both  here  and  otherwhere  in  feveral  places  of 

Sfxit^T'  Book  infer,  that  there  fhall  be  a  divine  judgment, 

T.  8.  viii.    paffing  upon  all  men,  both  righteous  and  wicked ;  whereby 

la.  ?ii.  18.  ^jjgj^  feeming  incongruities  in  the  providential  adminiftra- 

tion  of  things  (hall  be  falved ;  and  in  regard  whereto  our 

prefent  opinions  of  things  may  be  re£i:ified:  this  he  inter- 

pofeth  here;  Ifaiii  in  my  hearty  (that  is,  by  the  confidera- 

tion  of  things  I  was  perfuaded,)  that  God  JhaU  judge  the 

righteous  and  the  wicked:   this  he  ever  now  and  then 

toucheth,  as  incident  to  his  meditations  :  this  he  in  the 

clofe  of  all  propofeth  as  the  grand  inducement  to  piety^ 

Eocl€f.iti.  and  obedience  to  God's  commandments ;  fbr  God  JhaU 
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bring  every  work  into  judgment^  with  every  fecret  thing,  SERM. 
whether  it  be  goody  or  whether  it  be  evil.  XXXII. 

This  judgment  he  exprefleth  indefinitely,  fo  as  not  to 

determine  the  kind  or  time  thereof;  and  as  to  the  abfo- 

late  force  of  his  words,  it  may  fignify  the  decree  of  God, 

to  reward  or  punifh  men  here  in  this  life,  according  to 

their  deferts,  the  which  in  holy  Scripture  is  commonly 

ftyled  God's  judgment ;  but  the  force  of  his  arguments 

(or  at  leaft  of  fome  of  them)  plainly  doth  infer  a  future 

judgment  after  death ;  and  fo  therefore  I  fhall  take  his 

fenfe  to  be,groiuiding  thereon  this  obfervation.  That  from 

a  wife  confideration  of  human  affairs,  and  obvious  events 

here,  we  may  coUeA  the  reafonablenefs,  the  equity,  the 

expediency,  the  moral  or  prudential  neceifity  of  a  future 

judgment,  according  to  which  men  (hall  receive  due  re- 

compenfes,  anfwerable  to  their  demeanour  in  this  life: 

this  obfervation  it  ihall  be  my  endeavour  by  God^s  help 

to  declare,  and  prove  by  arguments  deduced  from  the 

leafon  and  nature  of  things. 

Flrft  then,  I  fay,  it  is  reafonable  and  equal,  that  there 
ihould  be  a  future  judgment :  this  will  appear  upon  many 
accounts. 

I.  Seeing  all  men  ccnne  hither  without  any  knowledge 
or  choice,  having  their  life,  as  it  were,  obtruded  on  them ; 
and  feeing  ordinarily  (according  to  the  general  complaints 
of  men)   the  p^uns  of  this  life  do  overbalance  its  plea- 
fures;  fo  that  it  feemeth,  in  regard  to  what  men  find 
here,  a  puni(hment  to  be  bom^;  it  feemeth  alfo  thence  Ecclef.  it. 
equal,  that  men  (hould  be  put  into  a  capacity,  upon  their  j^^j.V'gY* 
good  behaviour  in  this  troublefome  ftate,  of  a  better  ftate  »▼•  10. 
hereafter,  in  compenfation  for  what  they  endure  here  ;&</**    ' 
otherwife  God  might  feem  not  to  have  dealt  fairly  with 
his  creatures ;  and  we  might  have  fome  colour  to  expoftu- 
latej  with  Job ;  Wherefore  is  light  given  to  him  that  is  in  Job  iii.  ao, 
miferyfond  life  to  the  bitter  in  foul  P  Why  died  I  not  from^^' 


*  Vitafn  non  mehercule  quifquam  accq>iflet^  niii  daretur  infciis.    Sen,  ad 
Mart.  sa. 

d  oondsit  inpiine  nafci.    Ibid,  13. 
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SBRM.  the  womb  f  why  4id  I  not  give  up  ih^  ghojl  when  I  came 

2.  Seeing  man  is  endued  with  a  free  choice  and 
power  over  his  a&ions^  and  thence  by  a  good  or  bad  ule 
thereof  is  capable  of  deferving  well  or  ill,  it  is  juft  that  a 
refpe&ive  difference  be  made,  according  to  due  efUma* 
tion  'j  and  that  men  anfwerably  fhould  be  proceeded  with 

Job  IT.  8.  dther  here  or  hereafter,  reaping  the  firuits  of  what  they 
™^*  "**'  voluntarily  did  fow.  There  is  a  natural  relation  between 
Jer.  zxxii.  merits  and  rewards,  which  mud  come  under  taxation,  and 

find  efied,  otherwife  there  would  be  no  fuch  thing  as 

juftice  and  injuftice  in  the  world. 

3.  Seeing  there  is  a  natural  fubordination  of  man  to 
God,  as  of  a  creature  to  his  maker,  as  of  a  fubj.e£k  or  fer- 
vant  to  hb  lord,  as  of  a  client  or  dependent  to  his  patron, 
protedor,  and  benefactor,  whence  correfpondent  obliga- 
tions do  refult ;  it  is  juft  that  men  fliould  be  accountable 
for  the  performance,  and  for  the  violation  or  negle&  of 
them ;  fo  as  accordingly  either  to  receive  approbation,  or 
to  be  obliged  to  render  fatisfaClion ;  refpedively,  as  they 
)iave  done  right,  and  payed  refpeA  to  God,  or  as  they 
nave  offered  to  vn*ong  and  diflionour  him ;  otherwife  thofe 
relations  would  feem  vain  and  idle. 

4.  Seeing  alfo  there  are  natural  relations  of  men  to  01^ 
another,  and  frequent  tranfaSions  between  them,  found- 
ing feveral  duties  of  humanity  and  juftice ;  the  which 
may  be  obferved  or  tranfgreffed ;  fo  that  fome  men  (hall 
do,  and  others  fuffer  much  injury,  without  any  poffible 
r^refs  from  otherwhere,  it  is  fit  that  a  reference  of  fuch 
cafes  fhould  be  made  to  the  common  Patron  of  right,  and 
that  by  him  they  fhovdd  be  fo  decided,  that  due  amends 
fhould  be  made  to  one  party,  and  fit  corre£Uon  inflided 

9Theff.i.  on  the  other;  according  to  that  of  St.  Pavd;  It  is  a 
^*  ^*  righteous  thing  with  God  to  recompen/i  tribulation  to  them 

that  trouble  you;  and  to  you  who  are  troubled  re/i  withus^ 

in  the  revelation  of  our  Lord  Jefus. 

5.  Whereas  alfo  there  are  many  fecret  good  a£tions, 
many  ipward  good  difpofitions,  good  wifhes,  and  good 
purpofes,  unto  which  here  no  honour,  no  profit,  no  plea- 
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fore,  no  fort  of  benefit  is  annexed,  or  indeed  well  can  be,  SERM. 
(they  being  indifcemible  to  men;)  there  are  likewife  XXXIL 
many  bad  pra6kices  and  defig^s  concealed,  or  difguifed, 
fi)  as  neceflarily  to  pafs  away  without  any  check,  any 
SSgtBCCf  any  damage  or  chaftifement  here;  it  is  mod 
equal  that  hereafter  both  thefe  kinds  (hould  be  difclofed, 
and  obtain  anfwerable  recompenfe. 

6.  There  are  alfo  perfons  whom,  although  committing 
grieyous  wrong,  oppreflion,  and  other  heinous  mifde- 
meanoars,  offenfive  to  God  and  man,  yet,  by  reafon  of 
the  inviolable  facrednefs  of  their  authority,  or  becaufe  of 
thdr  uncontrollable  power,  no  juftice  here  can  reach,  nor 
pnnifhinent  can  touch ;  who  therefore  (hould  be  referved 
to  the  impartial  and  irrefiftiUe  judgmeiit  of  Grod ;  and  fit 
it  is,  that  (for  fatisfadion  of  juftice,  and  diftin6tion  of 
(bob,  from  thofe  who  contrariwife   behave  themfdves 

well)  a  Tophet  fhovdd  be  prepared  for  them.  Ifiu  xxz. 

7.  Upon  thefe  and  the  like  accounts,  equity  requireth^^' 
that  a  judgment  (hould  pafs  upon  the  deeds  of  men ;  and 
thereto  the  common  opimons  of  men  and  the  private 
didates  of  each  man's  confcience  do  atteft :  for  all  men 
feeing  any  perfon  to  demean  himfelf  bruti(hly  and  un- 
worthily, committing  heinous  diforders  and  outrages,  are 
apt  to  pronounce  it  unfit,  that  fuch  an  one  (hould  efcape 
with  impunity :  likewife  when  innocent  and  good  perfons 
(who  do  no  harm,  and  do  what  good  they  can)  do  fuflfer, 
or  do  enjoy  no  benefit  thence,  it  is  a  pity,  will  any  indifle- 
rent  perfon  be  ready  to  fay,  that  fuch  a  man's  cafe  (hould 
not  be  confidered ;  that  fome  reparation  or  fome  reward 
(hould  not  be  allotted  to  him :  the  which  apprehenfions 
of  men  are  in  effeSt  the  verdiSs  of  common  fenfe  concern* 
ing  the  equity  of  a  judgment  to  be, 

8.  Every  man  alfo  having  committed  any  notable  mif- 
demeanour,  (repugnant  to  piety,  juftice,  or  fobriety,)  doth 
naturally  accufe  himfelf  for  it,  doth  in  his  heart  fentence 
himfelf  to  deferve  punifhment,  and  doth  (land  poflefled 
with  a  dread  thereof;  fo,  even  unwillingly,  avouching  the 
equity  of  a  judgment,  and  by  a  forcible  inltinft  prefaging 
It  to  come.    As  likewife  he  that  hath  performed  any  vir- 
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SERM.  ttt^is  ot  honeft  a6tion,  doth  not  only  reft  Iktisfied  thereiil» 
XXXII.  but  hath  raifed  in  him  a  ftrong  hope  of  benefit  to  come 
from  heaven  in  recompenfe  thereof;  the  which  appie- 
henfions  and  hopes  do  involve  an  opinion^  that  it  is  rea- 
fonable  a  judgment  fliould  be.  All  which  confiderations 
(feeing  it  is  manifeft  that  there  is  not  generally  or  fire- 
quently  any  fuch  exaft  judgment  or  difpenlation  of  re- 
wards in  this  life,  nor  perhaps,  without  chan^ng  the  whole 
frame  of  things  and  courfe  of  Providence,  can  well  be) 
do  therefore  infer  the  fitnefs  and  equity  of  a  future  judg- 
ment. 

It  is  farther,  upon  divers  accounts,  requifite  and  needful, 
that  men  fhould  have  an  apprehenfion  concerning  fuch  a 
judgment  appointed  by  God,  and  confequently  that  fuch 
an  oner  fhould  really  be.  It  is  requifite  toward  the  good 
condu£l  of  hiunan  affairs  here,  or  to  engage  men  to  the 
pra£Uce  of  virtue ;  it  is  necefTary  to  the  maintaining  any 
belief  condeming  religion,  or  fenfe  of  piety :  without  it 
therefore  no  convenient  fociety  among  men  can  be  weU 
upheld. 

I.  It  is,  I  fay,  needful  to  engage  men  upon  the  pra&ioe 
of  any  virtue,  and  to  refU^n  them  from  any  vice ;  for  that 
indeed  without  it,  no  confideration  of  reafon,  no  provifion 
of  law  here,  can  be  much  available  to  thofe  purpofes. 
He  that  will  confider  the  nature  of  men,  or  obferve  their 
common  pra£tice,  (marking  what  apprehenfions  ufually 
fteer  them,  what  inclinations  fway  them,  in  their  elei^ons 
and  purfuits  of  things,)  fhall,  I  fuppofe,  find,  that  from  an 
invincible  principle  of  felf-love,  or  fenfuality,  deriving  itfelf 
through  all  their  motions  of  foul,  and  into  all  their  aSions 
of  life,  men  generally  do  fo  flrongly  propend  to  the  en- 
joyment of  prefent  fenfible  goods,  that  nothing  but  a  pre- 
fumption  of  fome  confiderable  benefit  to  be  obtained  by 
abfiinence  from  them,  or  of  fome  grievous  mifchief  con- 
fequent  on  the  embracing  them,  can  withhold  them  from 
purfuing  fuch  enjoyment.  From  hence  (feeing  fancy,  rea- 
fon, and  experience  do  all  prompt  men  to  a  forefight  of 
events,  and  force  them  to  fome  regard  of  the  confequences 
of  things)  it  foUoweth^  that  hope  and  fear  are  the  main 
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^Mrings^  which  fet  on  work  all  the  wheels  of  human  SERM. 
aftion  J  fo  that  any  matter  being  propounded^  if  men  can  XXXII* 
hope  that  it  will  yield  pleafant  or  profitable  (that  is,  tend- 
ing to  pleafant)  fruits,  they  will  undertake  it ;  if  they  do 
fear  its  confequences  will  be  diflafleful  or  hurtful,  they 
will  decline  it :  very  rare  it  is  to  find,  that  the  love  or 
liking  of  a  thing,  as  in  itfelf  amiable  to  the  mind,  or  fuit- 
aUe  to  reafon,  doth  incline  men  thereto;    that  honeft 
things^  bare  of  prefent  advantages,  and  barren  of  hopeful 
fruits,  are  heartily  purfued;   that  any  thing  otherwfie 
averteth  us  from  itfelf,  than  as  immediately  prefen^bi^ 
fome  mifchief,  or  dangeroufly  threatening  it.  When  good- 
nefs  therefore  doth  clafli  with  intereft  or  pleafure,  AttmanRom.TiK.6. 
wifdom  (the  f poVij/uux  rf^g  ^apKos,  natural  fetije  of  the  flejh^ 
which  St.  Paul  fpeaketh  of  as  oppofite  to  virtue)  will  dif- 
pofe  men  to  take  part  with  thefe;  and,  except  fome  higher 
aid  come  in  to  fuccour  goodnefs,  it  is  odds  that  ever  they 
will  prevail  over  it.     If  it  do  appear,  that  virtue  can  pay 
men  well  for  their  psdns,  they  perhaps  may  be  her  fer- 
vanta  ;  but  they  will  hardly  wait  on  her  in  pure  courtefy, 
or  work  in  her  fervice  for  nothing ;  if  (he  bringeth  vifibly 
a  good  dowry  with  her,  (he  may  be  courted;   but  her 
mere  beauty,  or  worth,  will  draw  few  fuitors  to  her :  who 
will  forego  fenfible  pleafures,  or  wave  fubAantial  profit ; 
who  will  rejeft  the  overtures  of  power,  or  honour,  for  her 
lake  7  And  if  vice,  how  ill  foever  it  look  or  lear,  do  ofier 
Eaurly,  how  many  perfons  will  be  fo  nice  or  fqueamifh,  as 
merely  out  of  fancy,  or  in  defpite  to  her,  to  refufe  or  re- 
nounce her  ?  In  ihort,  as  men  are  baited  with  pleafure  or 
bribed  with  profit,  fo  they  purfue,  as  they  are  ftung  with 
psdn  or  curbed  with  fear,  fo  they  efchew  things ;   it  is 
a  gift  (or  a  fpecious  appearance  of  fome  good  offered) 
wUch  perpetually  moveth  the  greateft  part,  which  often 
blindeth  the  eyes  and  perverteth  the  heart  of  the  wifefl  fort  Deut.  xvi. 

of  men.  Eiod.xxiii. 

It  is  farther  to  common  fenfe  very  obvious,  that  this  s. 
life  cannot  promife  or  afford  to  virtue  any  rewards  appa- 
rently fo  confiderable,  as  in  the  common  judgment  of  men 
to  overpoife  the  pains  and  difficulties  required  to  the  pro- 
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SERM.  curement  and  maintenance  thereof^  (the  puns  and  ^liffi- 
XXXII.  culties  to  be  overgone  in  madering  ftubbom  iticlinatioiify 
'  in  moderating  greedy  appetites^  in  reftnuning  violent  paf- 

'fions,  in  encountering  frequent  and  ftrong  temptations^  in 
abftrading  our  minds  and  affe6lions  irom  fenfible  things^  in 
affiduous  watching  over  our  thoughts,  words,  and  aftions,) 
together  with  the  manifold  inconveniences,  crofles^  and 
troubles,  which  do  attend  the  drift  praftice  of  virtue; 
that  likewife  here  there  are  not  ordinarily  any  fisch  dif- 
conragements  affixed  to  vice,  which  do  much  weig^  down 
the  pleafures  vtrith  which  it  is  tempered^  and  the  advan- 
tages wsuting  on  it. 

As  for  human  laws,  made  to  encourage  and  requite  w- 
tue,  or  to  check  and  chaftife  vice,  it  is  alfo  manifeft  that 
"they  do  extend  to  cafes  in  comparifon  very  few ;  and  that 
even  as  to  particulars  which  they  touch,  they  are  fo  eafiiy 
eluded,  or  evaded,  that  without  intrenching  upon  them^  at 
lead  without  incurring  their  edge,  or  coming  witlnn  the 
verge  of  their  correftion,  men  may  be  very  bad  in  them- 
felves,  extremely  injurious  to  their  neighbours,  and  hugely 
troublefome  to  the  world ;  fo  that  fuch  laws  hardly  caen 
make  tolerable  citizens,  much  lefs  throughly  good  men, 
even  in  exterior  demeanour  and  dealing.  However,  no 
laws  of  men  can  touch  internal  afts  of  virtue  or  vice;  they 
may  fometimes  bind  our  hands,  or  bridle^our  mouths,  or 
(hackle  our  feet ;  but  they  cannot  dop  our  thoughts,  they 
cannot  dill  our  paflions,  they  cannot  bend  or  break  our  in- 
clinations: thefe  things  are  beyond  the  reach  of  their 
cognizance,  of  their  command,  of  their  compulfion,  or 
their  correftion  :  they  cannot  therefore  render  men  truly 
good,  or  hinder  them  from  being  bad. 

Upon  which  and  the  like  coniiderations  it  is  plain 
enough,  that  fetting  afide  the  perfuafion  of  a  fiiture  judg^ 
ment,  all  other  incentives  to  virtue  and  redrsdnts  from 
vice,  which  either  common  experience  fuggedeth  or  phi- 
lofophical  fpeculation  may  dcvife,  are  very  weak  and 
faint,  and  cannot  reafonably  promife  confiderable  edeft : 
the  native  beauty  and  intrinfic  worth  of  virtue,  or  its 
fuitablenefs  to  reofon  and  the  dignity  of  our  nature ;  tlie 
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grace  aad  commendation  with  which  it  decketh  the  prac-  SERM. 
tifere  of  it  J  its  goodly^  pleafant,  and  wholefome  fruits  of  XXXII. 
.  manifold  conveniencesj  of  health  to  foul  and  body,  of 
peace  and  amity  among  men,  of  tranquillity  and  fatisfac- 
tion  in  mind,  if  they  do  not  reach  beyond  this  tranfitory 
life,  cannot  to  the  common  apprehenlions  of  men  appear 
fi>  confiderable,  or  prove  fo  efficacious,  as  to  engage  men 
dofely  and  conftantly  to  adhere  thereto.   Neither  will  the 
wprft  of  evils  innate  or  acceflbry  to  vice,  (its  eflential  de- 
formity and  turpitude,  or  its  being  difagreeable  to  reafon 
and  diflionourable  to  human  nature,  together  with  the 
diftempers,  the  damages,  the  difgraces,  the  difiurbances 
apt  to  fprout  from  it,)  if  no  more  hereafter  is  to  be  feared 
in  confequence  thereof,  be  fufficient  to  deter  or  difcourage 
men  from  it:  the  peril  of  death  itfelf  (the  word  evil  which 
men  pretend  to  infli£t,  and  that  which  our  nature  feemeth 
moft  to  abhor)  will  not  import  much  toward  the  diverting 
indigent,  ambitious,  or  paffionate  men  from  the  moft  def- 
perately  wicked  attempts  :  it  is  the  obfervation  of  Cicero, 
from  which  he  inferreth  the  need  of  fuppofing  future  pu- 
mfliments,  as  the  only  eSedual  reftraints  from  fuch  a£tions; 
Thaiy  laith  he,  theie  might  he  in  this  life  fome  fear  laid 
tipan  wicked  men,  thofe  ancients  did  think  good,  that  there 
^fiumld  he  fame  puni/hments  appointed  in  hell  for  impious 
perfons ;  hecaufe  indeed  they  under/iood,  that  fetting  thefe 
apart,  death  itfelf  was  not  to  he  feared^. 

There  have  been  indeed  vented  fuch  fine  and  ftately  no-  Cic.  de  Ftn. 
tions  as  thefe:  that  reafon  fimply,  however  attended,  doth^*'^^*** 
challenge  obedience  to  itfelf  3  that  virtue  is  abundantly  its 
own  reward,  and  vice  a  complete  puniflunent  to  itfelf;  that  Cic.de  Leg. 
we  ihould  not  in  our  praftice  be  mercenary,  regarding  g^^^^ 
what  profit  or  detriment  will  accrue  from  it,  but  fhould  be  Clem.  L 1. 
good  abfolutely  and  gratis;  that  moral  goods  are  the  only 
defiiable  goods,  and  moral  evils  the  only  evils  to  be  griev- 
ed at ;  that  nothing  can  happen  amifs  to  good  men,  and 
whatever  their  condition  is,  they  are  perfe£kly  happy;  that 

k  Ut  aliqixa  in  Tita  formtdo  improbis  eflet^  apud  inferos  cjuftnodi  quaedam 
Oli  mntiqui  fuppUda  impiit  oonftituta  effe  voluerant,  quod  videlicet  intellige* 
btaC  hi»  remocit  non  effe  nioitcm  iplam  pertimefcendam.  Ck.  Ca/ii,  4« 

VOL.  V.  I 
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SERM.  nothing  can  truly  benefit  ill  men,  or  exempt  them  from 
XXXII.  mifery :  ^  but  thefe  and  the  like  notions,  frequently  oc- 
curring  in  philofophers,  as  they  are,  (being  rightly  under- 
ftood,  or  taken  in  a  qualified  fenfe,)  fuppofing  religion  and 
a  ftiture  judgment,  evidently  reafonable  and  true;  (as  alfo 
perhaps,  even  abfira^ng  from  that  fuppofition,  they  may 
have  in  them  a  kind  of  dim  and  duiky  truth,  cUfcemible  to 
one  in  a  thoufand,  who  is  very  (harpfighted,  and  loolocith 
moft  wiftly  on  them  5  as  they  may  be  reUfhed  by  a  few 
perfons  of  very  refined  fpirit,  or  of  fpecial  improvement;) 
fo  to  the  common  herd  of  people,  (unto  whofe  inclinations 
and  capacities  it  is  fit  that  the  general  rules  of  praAice^ 
and  the  moft  efieAual  inducements  thereto,  (hould  be 
fquared,)  to  men  immerfed  in  the  cares,  the  toils,  and 
the  temptations  of  the  world,  they  plainly  are  unfmtable; 
their  grofler  conceit  cannot  apprehend,  their  more  rugged 
difpofition  will  not  admit  fuch  fine  notions ;  they  in  tSBbd^ 
by  the  generality  of  men,  have  been  flighted  and  exploded, 
as  incongruous  to  common  fenfe  and  experience,  as  the 
dictates  of  afie£bition  or  fimplicity ;  as  the  dreams  of  idle 
perfons,  addided  to  fpecuktion,  and  regardlefs  of  Hbft 
world,  fuch  as  it  really  doth  exift,  and  will  ever  perfift, 
while  men  continue  endued  with  the  fame  natural  inclina- 
.  tions  and  affections :  fo  that  from  fuch  notions  little  fuo* 
cpur  can  be  expe£ted  toward  promoting  virtue,  or  leftrain- 
ing  vice  in  the  world. 

Upon  thefe  confiderations  the  neceflity  or  great  ufetul- 
nefs  of  fuppofing  a  judgment  doth  appear;  that  it  bdng 
caft  into  the  fcales  may,  to  the  common  underftanding  of 
men,  evidently  render  virtue  more  confiderable  and  eligi- 
ble than  vice ;  as  even  in  confequential  profit  and  plea- 
fure  far  finpaflSng  it. 

a.  Whence  manifeftly  the  fakne  fuppofition  is  alfo  need- 
ful for  the  welfare  of  human  fociety ;  the  which,  with- 
out the  practice  of  juftice,  fidelity,  and  other  virtues,  can 

'  Neqoe  bona,  neque  mala  quae  vulgus  putet ;  multos  qui  conflidari  ad- 
veriis  videantur  beatoa,  ac  plerofque  quanquam  magnas  per  opes  mifenimoa, 
fi  iHi  gTHTem  fortunam  conftanter  tolcrent,  hi  profpeia  incoofttUe  onrntur. 
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hardly  fubfift<^;  without  which  praSice  indeed,  a  body  of  SERM. 
men  would  be  worfe  than  a  company  of  wolves  or  foxes ;  XXXII. 
and  vain  it  were  to  think,  that  it  can  any  where  (land 
without  confcience ;  and  confcience,  without  fear  check- 
ing, or  hope  fpurring  it  on,  can  be  no  more  than  a  name : 
all  focieties  therefore,  we  may  fee,  have  been  fain  to  call  in 
.the  notion  of  a  future  judgment  to  the  aid  of  juftice,  and 
fupport  of  fidelity ;  obliging  men  to  bind  their  teftimonies 
by  paths,  and  plight  their  troth  by  facraments ;  implying 
fL.  dread  of  that  divine  judgment  to  which  they  folemnly 
do  then  appeal  and  make  themfelves  accountable. 

3*  But  farther,  the  perfuafion  concerning  a  future  judg- 
ment is,  upon  peculiar  accounts,  mod  requifite  to  the  fup- 
port of  religion  and  defence  of  piety. 

It  is  certain,  that  no  authority,  upon  whatever  reafon  or 
equity  grounded,  if  it  do  not  prefent  competent  encou- 
ragements to  obedient  fubje£b,  if  it  do  not  hold  forth  an 
armed  hand,  menacing  chafiifement  to  the  reiradory,  will 
figmfy  any  thing,  or  be  able  to  fuftain  the  refpeft  due  to 
It ;  that  no  laws,  however  in  themfelves  equal  or  commo- 
dious, if  a  certain  account  or  trial,  backed  with  a  difpenfa- 
tion  of  valuable  rewards,  and  infli&ion  of  formidable  pu- 
niihments,  be  not  annexed  to  them,  will  obtain  any  force, 
fo  as  to  be  obferved  or  regarded;  that  no  obligation  what- 
ever, of  duty  or  gratitude,  will  prevail  upon  men,  if  they 
do  not  apprehend  themfelves  under  a  conftraint  to  render 
an  account,  fo  as  to  be  forced  either  to  do  reafon,  or  to 
foStt  for  not  doing  it :  fo  it  is  generally ;  and  fo  it  is  even 
in  rq;a'd  to  God,  the  fovereign  King  and  Governor  of  the 
world,  as  piety  doth  fuppofe  him:  his  authority  will  never 
be  maint^uned,  his  laws  will  never  be  obeyed,  the  duties 
towards  him  will  never  be  minded,  without  influence  upon 
the  hope9  and  fears  of  men ;  they  will  not  yield  to  him 
any  reverence,  they  will  nowife  regard  his  commands,  if 
they  may  not  from  their  refped:  and  obedience  expe& 
good  benefit,  if  they  dread  not  a  fore  vengeance  for  their 
rebellion  or  n^le£t  3  nothing  to  thengi  will  feem  more 

^  DeoB  agere  cunm  rerum  humanarum,  ez  ufa  vits  eft ;  pcenafque  malc- 
ficii,  aliqotiido  feias^  mmqiuiiii  aotem  irritas  efle^  ftc*  PRn.  zi.  7* 
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SERM.  fond,  than  to  ferve  him,  who  doth  not  well  requite  for  the 
^^^^"'  performance,  than  to  revere  him,  who  doth  not  foundly 
punifh  for  the  negleft  of  his  fervice. 

Forafmuch  alfo  as  piety  doth  require  duties  fomewhat' 
high  and  hard,  as  much  eroding  the  natural  inclinations 
and  defires  of  men,  it  peculiarly,  for  the  overruling  fuch 
averfion,  doth  need  anfwerably  great  encouragements  to 
the  praftice,  and  determents  from  the  tranfgreffion  of 
what  it  requireth ;  upon  which  fcore  it  may  alfo  farther 
appear,  that  temporal  judgments,  and  recompenfes  her^ 
are  not  fufficient  to  procure  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  piety ;  for  how  indeed  can  he,  that  for  the  fake  of 
piety  doth  undergo  difgrace,  lofs,  or  pain,  expe£l  to  be 
fatisfied  here  ?  What  other  benefits  can  he  prefume  upon 
befide  thofe  which  he  doth  prefently  forfeit? 

Of  this  particular  God  may  feem  defignedly  to  have  fet 
before  us  a  pregnant  inflance  or  experiment  worthy  our 
confideration  :  God  in  a  very  notorious  and  afie^ng  man* 
ner  declared  his  will  and  law  to  the  Jews ;  and,  to  engage 
them  to  obedience,  he  not  only  recommended  it  to  them 
as  very  good  in  itfelf,  and  very  convenient  for  them  to  ob- 
ferve;  but  he  enforced  it  with  promifes  of  the  greateft 
bleffings  concerning  this  life,  that  men  are  capable  of,  if 
they  (hould  obey;  and  with  curfes  or  menaces  of  the 
mod  difmal  mifchiefs  imaginable  in  reference  to  this  life, 
in  cafe  of  difobedience;  and  that  he  both  could  and  would 
in  both  refpefts  make  his  word  good,  he  did  by  mira- 
culous difpenlation  of  (ignal  mercies  and  judgments  moft 
evidently  (hew  and  aflure  them  :  yet  what  was  the  effeA? 
Pf-  cj'*-  J.^  it  was,  that,  as  the  Pfalmift  expreffeth  it.  They  defpifed  the 
37,56.  pleafant  latid — and  hearkened  not  unto  the  voice  of  the 
Lord:  their  heart  was  not  right  with  God,  neither  were 
they Jledfajl  in  his  covenant:  they  tempted  and  provoked 
the  moft  high  God,  and  kept  not  his  teftimonies :  they  did 
not  fo  value  thofe  benefits,  they  could  not  fo  dread  thofe 
penalties,  as  in  regard  to  them  to  perfift  for  any  time  in  a 
fteady  obediencfe5vas  not  eafily  in  defpite  of  them  to  be 
drawn  into  the  worft  of  crimes  prohibited  to  them :  the 
fweeted  enjoyqient  of  thofe  good  things  could  not  hold 
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them  clofe  to  their  duty,  uor  was  the  faddeR  {mart  of  SERM. 
thofe  evils  able  to  reclaim  them  from  fin ;  but  even  that  XXXII. 
very  people  (we  may  farther  obferve)  having  afterward 
(by  fparks  of  light  darted  from  the  Prophets,  or  otb^r- 
wife)  obtained  fome  clearer  notions  and  (Ironger  perfua* 
fioDS  concerning  a  future  (late,  and  rewards  difpenfed 
therein  of  higher  confideration  than  any  temporal  ones 
here,  became  thereupon  very  conflant  and  refolute  in  ob- 
fervance  of  their  law ;  they  proved  valiant  and  fierce  in 
defence  thereof;  they  chofe  rather  to  endure  the  moft 
grievous  affli^ons,  than  to  tranfgrefs  it ;  as  the  hifiory  of 
the  Maccabees  doth  inform  us :  they,  as  the  ApoiUe  to  a  Mac.  vi. 
the  Hebrews  remarked  of  them,  waxed  valiant  in  Jight,  ^g]  ^>'  *•> 
and  turned  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens:  they  alfo  u/ere  Heb.zi.84> 
tortured,  not  accepting  a  deliverance;  that  tliey  might  obtain 
a  better  refurre£tion:  this  hope  it  was,  which  then  did  raife 
them  to  fo  vigorous  refolution,  and  fo  cheerful  patience  : 
from  the  fame  Apoftle  we  alfo  learn,  that  it  was  a  fenfe  of 
our  being  here  in  a  tranfitory  fiate,  and  having  an  eye  /oHeb.zi.36« 
the  recompenfe  of  reward  after  this  life,  which  did  engage 
the  good  Patriarchs  and  Prophets  of  the  Old  Tefiament  fo 
readily  upon  all  occafions  to  comply  with  God's  will,  and 
to  perform  the  moft  difficult  commands  by  him  impofed 
on  them  :  thefe  things  they  did,  notj  faith  the  Apofile, 
having  indeed  received  the  promifes,  (that  is,  not  having  Heb.  zi.  is. 
the  evangelical  promifes  concerning  a  future  life  in  fo 
formal  and  exprefs  a  manner,  as  we  now  have,  propofed 
to  them,)  but  yet  having  feen  them  afar  off,  and  having 
been  perfuaded  of  them,  and  having  embraced  them,  and 
having  (in  declaration  of  thofe  perceptions  and  perfua- 
fions)  confeffed  that  they  were  flrangers  and  pilgrims  upon 
earth. 

The  like  obfervation  might  be  made  even  concerning 
the  Pagans,  who,  while  the  perfuafions  concerning  judg- 
ments and  rewards  after  this  life  were  retained  in  common 
vogue,  did  live  more  innocently  and  virtuoufly ;  but  after 
thofe  generally  were  difcarded,  fo  that  the  Satyrift  could 
lay,  HxdXfcarce  boys  did  believe  any  ghoftsy  or  fubterraneous 

13 


1 18  The  Reqfonablenefs  and  Equity 

SERM.jttdica/«rw«,  then  did  all  wickednefs  mainly  prevail  and 
XXXII.  overflow.  Comparing  which  things  we  may  difcem,  a* 
"""""""""^  the  weaknefs  of  confiderations  merely  regarding  this  prc- 
fent  life,  fo  the  force  of  thofe  which  concern  a  future 
ftate,  in  order  to  the  procuring  obedience  to  God's  law } 
fuppofing  both  entertained  with  the  fame  faith  or  perfua- 
fion  of  mind :  from  whence  the  neceffity  of  that  judg- 
ment, which  we  fpeak  of,  toward  the  maintenance  of 
'piety  doth  appear. 

But  beyond  thefe  things  this  point  is  very  needful,  to 
fecure  the  very  foundations  of  all  religion  and  piety,  the 
cxiftence  of  God,  and  his  providence  over  human  afiairs : 
T«/«m»     the  belief  of  a  Deity,  according  to  any  tolerable  notion 
#wS«0w#.^^^reof,  and  of  a  providence  over  us,  apt  to  engage  or 
'^•'''^*       encourage  us  to  religious  performances,  without  fuppo- 
^tion  of  a  judgment,  and  of  a  difpenfation  according  to  it 
of  future  rewards,  cannot  be  well  maintained ;  the  objec- 
tions aflailing  them  would  Arike  too  hard,  and  pierce  tdo 
deep,  were  we  not  fumiflied  with  this  good  (hield  to  re* 
ceive  and  repel  them. 
Ecclef.  ix.      To  find  that  of  the  Preacher  certified  by  experience  J 
*'  *•         No  man  knoweih  either  love  or  hatred  by  all  that  is  before 
him.     All  things  come  alike  to  all:  there  is  one  event  to 
the  rtghteouSy  and  to  the  wicked ;  to  the  clean,  and  to  the 
unclean ;  to  him  that  Jacrificeth,  and  to  him  that  /acri^ 
Jiceth  not :  as  is  the  good,  fo  is  the  Jinner ;  and  he  that 
fweareth,  as  he  thatfweareth  not. 

To  behold  virtue  grovelling  on  the  ground,  and  tram* 

Ecclef. X. 4. pled  on;  while  vice  is  mounted  on  the  perch,  and  fitteth 

proudly  domineering ;  to  view  innocence  and  right  fadly 

groaning  under  oppreflion,  while  fraud  and  violence  do 

triumph  and  infult;    which   fights   are  obvious   in   the 

Ecclef.  iii.  world ;  as  the  Preacher  obferv»ed ;  I  Jaw,  faid  he,  under 

**'  the  fun,  the  place  of  judgment,  that  wickednefs  was  there; 

Ecc\c(,\ya.  and  the  place  ofrighteoufnefs,  that  iniquity  was  there :  Icon-- 

fidered  all  the  oppreJjUons  that  are  done  under  the  fun  ;  and 

«  Effe  aliquos  manes,  ct  fubtemnea  regna 

Viz  pueri  credunt.  Juv,  Sat,  ii. 
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lekold  the  tears  ofjuch  as  were  opprejfed  ;  on  the  fide  o/*  SERMl 
their  opprejfors  there  was  power;  hut  they  had  no  comforter:  XXXII. 
io  did  Job  alfo  take  notice,  when  he  faid,  The  tabernacles  zoh  x\u  7. 
ef  the  robbers  pro/per y  and  they  that  provoke  God  are  Je^ 
cure :  and  the  Pfalmift  complained  of  wicked  oppreflbrs ; 
They  axe  enclofed  in  their  own  fat  y  and  with  their  mouth  Pf.  xvii.  lo. 
they  Jpeak  praudly :  and  the  Prophet  Malachi;  Now  u/eMal.  iiuis. 
call  the  proud  happy;  yea^  they  that  work  wickednefs  are 
J^^  ^  9  y^^i  ^hey  that  tempt  God  are  delivered. 

^  To  obferve  it  frequently  to  happen,  that  moft  innocent 
and  virtuous  perfons  do  conflict  all  their  days  with  hard- 
fliips  and  crofles,  and  fometime  after  all  die  fadly  in  pain^ 
and  under  ignominy;  while  perfons  moft  outrageous  in 
lewdnefs  and  iniquity  do  flourifh  and  rant  it  out  in  a  long 
undifturbed  courie  of  profperity,  and  in  the  end  depart 
hence  fidrly  and  quietly;  according  to  that  in  Elcclefiafies; 
There  is  aju/i  man  that  peri/heth  in  his  righteoufnefsy  ofidEcclef.  Ti|. 
there  is  a  wicked  man  that  prolongeth  his  life  in  wicked'  ^^' 
nefs :  the  former  was  the  cafe  of  Socrates,  of  Phocion^ 
of  Regulus,  of  many  other  remarkably  gallant  and  wor- 
thy perfons ;  the  latter,  as  Cicero  obferved,  of  Dionylius^ 
who,  after  thirty  years  of  unjuft  and  cruel  domination,  in 
much  fplendour,  died  quietly  in  his  bed  k. 

Thus,  I  fay,  to  fee  and  confider,  that  commonly  to  ju/i  EcdeC  viil. 
men  it  kappeneth  according  to  the  work  of  the  wick^,  and^^' 
to  wicked  men  according  to  the  work  of  the  righteous,  as 
the  Preacher  fpeaketh,  that  here  piety  with  its  beft 
friends  do  fufier  deeply,  and  impiety  with  its  worft  abet- 
tors do  notably  thrive;  yea,  that  not  only  good  men 
fuffer,  but  often  fufier  for  being  good,  (from  envy  and 
malignity  of  men  that  hate  goodnefs,)  and  that  bad  men 


f  Sed  cam  res  hominum  taata  caligine  volvi 
AdHnceicm,  Uetofque  diu  florere  nocentes 
Veiiarique  pios^  rurfus  labe&^  cadebat 
Relisio,  &c,  Claud,  in  Ruf,  1.  init. 

%  Dies  dkficiat  ii  vdim  nuinenre,  quibus  bonis  male  erenerit,  nee  minua 
fi  commemorem,  quibus  improbis  optime.     Cic,  is  Nat.  Dear,  8. 

Dionyfius  30  annos  tyrannus  fuie  opulentifiim«  et  beatiffimae  ciTiutii— 
atque  in  fuo  le&ulo  mortuus.     Cic,  ib. 
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8ERM.  not  only  profper,  but  profper  by  their  wickednefsy  (by 

XXXII.  their  fraud  and  violence,)  hath  been  a  huge  (candal  to  re* 

ligion,  which  hath  caufed  many  to  ftumble^  hath  caft 

fome  quite  down  into  the  gulf  of  atheifm  or  epicurifm  ^ ; 

hath  brought  fome  men  to  doubt,  hath  induced  others 

flatly  to  deny,  that  there  is  a  God,  (that  is,  a  mod  wife, 

powerful,  juft,  and  good  Being,  every  where  prefent^)  or 

Vid.  Luc.    that  he  being,  doth  prefide  over,  or  any  wife  concern  him- 

Confut.      f^^  ii^  our  afiairs  :  from  this  fource  did  flow  all  thofe  im<» 

^Y^?*      pious  conceits,  which  Seneca  thus  exprefleth;  One  oi- 

Plin.  xi.  7,je6leih  'to  the  gods  negleSi  of  us;  another,  iniquity  ;  another 

cq/is  them  out  beyond  his  world,  and  leaves  themforhm,  aS 

lazy  and  dull,  without  any  light,  or  any  workK    From 

hence  it  hath  been,  that  in  all  places  and  times  there 

have  been  perfons  ready  to  fay  with  thofe  in  the  Pfalms, 

Pfid.  Izxiii.  How  doth  God  know?  is  there  knowledge  in  the  Mqft  Highf 

il'iif  ^*  ^'  The  Lord  doth  not  fee,  neither  doth  the  God  of  Jacob  re^ 

gard  it :  God  hath  forgotten;  he  hideth  his  face,  and  will 

never  fee  it. 

^  And  not  only  upon  blind  Pagans  and  profane  per- 
fons, but  even  upon  the  mod  pious  of  God^s  people  thefe 
confiderations  have  made  impreflion,  extorting  from  their 
hearts  and  mouths  expoftulations  like  that  of  Jeremiah ;. 
Jcr.  xii.  I.  Wherefore  doth  the  way  of  the  wicked  projperf  wherefore 
are  all  they  happy  that  deal  very  treacheroufly  P  and  that 
Job  xxi.  7.  of  Job,  Wherefore  doth  the  wicked  live,  become  old,  and 
are  mighty  in  power  ?    their  feed  %s  eflablifhed  in  their 
fight,  their  houfes  are  fafe  from  fear,  neither  is  the  rod  of 
God  upon  them — they  fpend  their  days  in  wealth,  and  in  a 
lob  X.  3.     moment  go  down  to  the  grave :  and  that.  Is  it  good  unto 

^  Improborum  prorperitatcs,  fccundaeque  res  redarguunt  (ut  Diogenes  di« 
cebat)  vim  omncm  Deorum  ct  potcftatcm.   Cie,  De  Nat,  Deor, 

*H  XC*  /**»««^*  hyue^m  ^t»ht,  i<  rHtK  Ureu  rtif  }Uiit  u^i^fa,    Eurip.  EleB, 

1  Alius  illis  objicit  negligentiam  noftri,  alius  iniquitatem ;  alius  illos  eztni 
mundum  fuum  projicir>  et  ignavos  hebetefque  illos  fine  luce,  fine  ullo  opere 
deftituit.     Sem,JeBenef.y\uQ\, 

*  Quippe  fapientiflimos  Yeterum,  quique  re6bim  coram  smulantur,  di- 
verfos  rcperies ;  ac  muitis  inficam  opinionem  non  initia  noftri,  non  finem» 
non  denique  homines  Diis  cura ;  ideo  creberrima  et  triftia  in  bonos,  Ueta 
apud  deteriores  eflc.    Tac,  Am,  6. 
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thee  thai  thou  Jliouldejl  opprefs,  that  thou  Jhmldeji  defpife  SERM. 
the  work  of  thine  hand,  and  Jhvne  upon  the  counfel  of  the  XXXI L' 
wicked  f  Such  queftions  did  this  kind  of  obfervations 
draw  forth,  and  it  (hrewdly  tempted  them  to  a  diflatisfac- 
tion  in  their  pious  pra£tice,  that  they  were  ready  to  fay 
with  the  Pfalmift,  Verily  I  have  cleartpsd  my  heart  in  vain,  Pral.  lixUi. 
and  wajhed  my  hands  in  innocency  ;  or  with  thofe  in  the'^' 
Prophet  I  It  is  vain  to  ferve  God,  and  what  profit  is  it  Mai.  in.  14. 
that  we  have  kept  his  ordinances,  and  that  we  have  walked 
mournfully  before  the  Lord  ?  fo  that  hence,  their  feet  u/^ePf.lzziiLt. 
aUnoft  gone,  and  their  Jleps  had  well  nigh  flipped  into  a 
diftnift  of  God's  wife  and  juft  providence;    they  were 
moved  to  fufped:,  that  God  did  not  indeed  bear  that  fpe- 
ml  regard  to  goodnefs,  and  afie£tion  to  good  men,  that 
great  hatred  of  iniquity,  and  difpleafure  toward  the  lovers 
of  it,  which  reli^on  fuppofeth,  as  the  main  grounds  of 
piety :  thus,  I  lay,  have  men,  both  good  and  bad,  upon 
fuch  occafions  been  induced  or  tempted  to  doubt  con- 
cerning thofe  fundamental  points ',  and  that  not  without 
apparently  weighty  caufe,  admitting  that  all  accounts  are 
made  up  here  in  this  life  between  God  and  men ;  or  that 
there  is  no  reckoning  behind,  to  be  adjuAed  in  another 
world  by  divine  juftice  and  goodnefs ;  then  indeed  that 
laying,  it  is  a  reproach  to  the  Deity  that  lad  men  do  prof^ 
per^j  and  good  men  fuffer,  hath  a  plaufible  femblance  of 
truth;  then  he  that  affirmed,. Mere  was  no  God,  and  hea* 
ven  to  be  a  void  place,  proving  his  ajfertion  hence,  that 
while  he  thus  affirmed^  he  found  himfelf  in  a  good  cafe  °», 
did  argue  Imartly;    then  Diagoras  from  an  impunifhed 
perjury  coUeded   probably,  that  God  did  not  exift,  or 
did  not  mind  what  was  done  here ;  for  that  being,  and 
regarding  things,  he  would  not  have  endured  himfelf  to 
be  fo  affronted,  and  thofe  under  his  care  fo  abufed^^; 

■»  Nullos  efle  Deos,  inane  cceluniy 

Affirmat  SeliuSy  probatque  quod  fe 

Fa^um,  dum  negat  hsec,  vidct  beatum.         Mart,  iv.  30. 
■  Sunt  nobis  nulla  profe^ 

Nomina,  cum  coelo  rapiantur  fecula  cafu 

Mentimur  regnare  Jovem^  &c.  Luc,  vii.  445. 
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SERM.  then  had  Dionyfius  fome  reafon  to  jufiify  bis  lacrilege  by 
XXXII.  his  profperous  navigation  from  committing  it ;  and  with 
fdr  colour  Diogenes  might  fay,  that  Harpalus's  fuccefsfiil 
treachery  and  rapine  did  te/limonium  dicere  adverfos  deas, 
hear  ttjlimony  againjl  the  gods,  as  guilty  of  injuftice  or 
careleflhefs :  thefe  fort  of  difcourfes  would,  I  fay,  upon 
excluding  the  fuppofition  of  future  judgment,  have  fome 
validity,  or  fpecioufnefs :  and  for  want  of  that  fuppofition 
we  may  obferve  the  apologies  for  Providence,  elaborately 
compofed  by  fome  philofophers,  to  be  very  lame  and  mi- 
fatisfadiory.  But  fuppofing  a  judgment  hereafter  defigoed 
by  God,  and  a  proceeding  with  all  men  according  thereto, 
all  difficulty  in  thefe  cafes  vanifheth,  all  objeftions  have 
plainly  no  moment  or  force:  then  God's  prefent  con- 
nivance, or  patient  indulgence  toward  wicked  men  will 
fignify  no  more,  than  what  mod  becometh  him  as  God 
and  governor  of  the  world ;  his  moft  excellent  goodnefs 
and  admirable  clemency  toward  his  creatures  and  fub- 
Rom.  it.  4.  je£is ;  in  waking  to  le  gracious,  and  providing  for  th^ 
3%^%!.  return  to  a  better  mind ;  affording  them  time  and  means 
9»  13.  of  reforming  their  minds  and  manners,  that  fo  they  may 
elcape  the  (Iroke  of  final  vengeance :  fo  in  moft  cafes;  and 
in  fome  alfo  fignifying  his  wife  juftice,  in  fufiering  bad 
men  to  proceed  forward  to  an  inexcufable  pitch  of  guilt, 
in  order  to  their  more  clearly  juft  condemnation  and 
fevere  punifhment  hereafter;  that  being  xotnj^KT/bieyoi  tig 
Rom.  iz.39.  ttfrcoXaMtv,  thoroughly  Jit,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaketh,  or  ripe  for 
er.  xu.  3.  p^jiiiiQji.  being  prepared,  as  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  expreff- 
eth  it,  or  fan&ijied  for  thejlaughier;  ©  being  by  their  pre- 
fent eafe  and  abufed  profperity  become  fat  and  fair,  they 
may  fall  more  proper  victims  to  divine  feverity. 

Then  alfo  from  God's  permitting  good  men  to  fu£fer, 
how  (martly  foever,  nothing  can  be  inferred  prejudicial 
unto  divine  goodnefs  or  juftice;  fince  they  are  thereby 
made  fitter  for,  and  do  attain  a  furer  title  to,  thofe  excel- 
lent rewards,  which  he  upon  fuch  trial  and  approbation  of 


^    Ayu^9f  myravf  us  nfu^tit  ^pmyns  »*frif,     LXX. 

Ut  vi^ma  (kgiDantur,  ut  boftis  coronantur.    Mim,  F*U 
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tiieir  virtues  doth  intend  to  confer  upon  themP;  efpecially  SERM. 
confictering  that  affli6tions  are  neceffary,  both  as  means  of  XXXII. 
rendering  men  good^  and  as  occafions  of  exprefling  their  ' 

goodnefs^  that  fcarce  any  virtue  could  fubfift  or  could  ap- 
pear without  them^. 

There  could  be  no  fuch  thing  as  patience,  if  there  wereVid.  CbiyC 
no  adveHities  to  be  endured ;  no  fuch  thing  as  contented-     ^*  ** 
nefs^  if  there  were  no  wants  to  be  felt ;  no  fuch  thing  as 
induftry,  if  there  were  no  pains  to  be  taken ;  no  fuch 
thing  as  humility^  if  fenfible  infirmities  and  erodes  did  not 
prompt  us  to  fober  thoughts,  and  (hew  us  what  we  are^ 
There  would  be  no  true  wifdom,  no  clear  knowledge  of 
ourfelves,  or  right  judgment  of  things,  ^thout  experi- 
encing the  worft  half  of  things.    We  fhould  never  learn 
to  matter  our  paffions,  or  temper  our  appetites,  or  wreft 
our  inclinations  to  a  compliance  with  reafon,  if  that  difci- 
pline  were  away,  which  the  holy  Pfalmift  intimateth,  fay- 
ing. It  is  good  for  me  thai  I  have  been  qffliSed,  that  /Pfal.  ciiz. 
mighi  learn  thy  Jiatutes,    How  much  we  do  love  God,  ^^  row- *' 
how  fubmiflive  we  are  to  God's  will,  how  little  we  do«y«»»^n® 
value  thefe  mean  things  here,  we  cannot  otherwife  than  uon. 
by  willingly  undergoing  or  patiently  bearing  afflictions, 
well  exprefs;  without  it  no  fure  trial  of  virtue  can  be, 
without  it  no  excellent  example  of  goodnefs  had  ever 
been.    As  therefore  it  is  neceflary  that  good  men,  even  Magnum 
that  they  may  be  good,  (hould  fuffer  here ;  fo  it  is,  fup-  '"'l^iJJ^ 
pofing  a  future  judgment,  very  juft  that  they  (hould  dofortunanon 
fo,  that  they  may  acqmre  a  tide  to  the  rewards  following  J^^p"^^' 
it;  rewards  far  outweighing  the  light  affli6tions  they  are2C0r.iv.17. 
put  to  endure  here.  ^o"»-  ^• 

In  reference  therefore  to  the  prefent  impunity  of  bad  Matt.  v.  13. 
men^  and  letting  iniquity  to  prevail  or  to  proceed  here, 
that  which  cured  David,  Job,  and  Solomon,  may  fatisfy 
us;  going  into  the  fanShiary,  and  underjlanding  the  end  ofphl.  Uxiii. 


17. 


9  Joftii  quioqiiid  malorum  inogatur,  non  eft  pcena  criminis,  fed  virtutb 
examen.    Aug, 

<t  Ezperitur,  indurat,  fibi  ipfum  prsparat.    Sen,  de  Prov,  i. 

'  Semper  efle  felicenia  et  fine  morfu  animi  tranfire  Yitam>  ignorare  eft 
renim  utnne  alcenm  paitem.    Sem,  de  Pnv,  4. 


124  3^  Reqfonablenefs  and  Bquiiy 

SERM.  ^^^  ^'^^  /  confidering^  that  the  wicked  is  re/erved  to  thi 
XXXII.  day  of  de/iru6iionj  and  Jhall  be  brought  out  to  the  day  oj 

Job  xxi.  30.  ^^^^^  f  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  *^®^^  jollity  and  pleafure,  God  far  eM 

Rom.  ii.  5.  thefe  things  will  bring  them  into  judgment.    In  regard  to 

^^'^^•'^•^•the  righteous  being  afflifted  here,  that  of  St.  Paul  may 

tTheCi.5.fuffice,  faying  of  them.  It  is  a  manifeft  inftance  of  Gats 

righteous  judgment y  that  they  may  be  made  worthy  of  the 

kingdom  of  Gody  for  which  they  Juffer :  that  of  our  Sa- 

LukcTuM^viour;  Blejfed  are  yey  when  menjludl  hate  you^  and  Jhall 

**'  reproach  you  ;  rejoice  ye  in  that  day,  and  leap  for  joy  ;for, 

beholdf  your  reward  is  great  in  heaven :  that  of  Solomon ; 

EccleCviii.  Though  afnner  do  evil  a  hundred  times,  and  his  days  be 

I?  "i  1    Prolonged,  yetfurely  I  know  that  it  Jhall  be  well  with  them 

11.         '  that  fear  God.     In  refpe£i  to  both  forts  of  men,  that  of 

fi  Pet  a.  39.  St.  Peter  will  refolve  all  doubt;  God  knoweth  how  to  deU^ 

ver  the  godly  out  of  trials,  and  to  referve  the  unjufi  unto  the 

day  of  judgment  to  be  puni/ked.    All  fcores  will  be  fully 

quitted  by  the  execution  of  that  fentence  pronounced  by 

Mitt.  zxT.  our  Judge  himfelf.  The  wicked  Jhall  go  away  into  everlaft' 

^^'  i^g  punijhment,  but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal. 

This  hypothefis  doth  indeed  even  to  our  common  fenfe 
throughly  folve  mod  of  thofe  appearances  in  the  courfe  . 
of  things  here,  which  otherwile  might  feem  intricate  or 
ftrange ;  clearing  Providence  from  all  mifprifions,  and  fa- 
tisfying  our  minds,  fo  far  as  is  needful,  concerning  the  rea- 
fons  of  mod  occurrences  here.     From  it  we  may  learn. 

That  God  in  this  great  drama,  made  up  of  his  provi- 
dence and  our  free-will  concurrently  or  interchangeably 
A&ing,  doth  mean,  in  order  to  this  cataftrophe  of  judg- 
ment in  the  laft  and  chief  a£l,  to  let  men  go  on  playing 
their  parts  undifturbedly,  according  to  their  inclinations 
and  humours,  yet  within  certain  limits,  and  under  the 
check  of  his  hand,  in  prpper  feafons,  to  prevent  confufion 
of  all  interpofing  itfelf  *. 

That  it  is  not,  therefore,  fit  now  by  open  fignifications, 
either  of  approbation  or  diflike,  often  to  interrupt  the  pro- 
cefs  of  human  afUons;   efpecially  confidering  that  the 

fUT»Ckti^ifU9  tit  M^niv.     City/,  in  Matt,  Or.  11. 
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final  doom  concerning  perfons  is  not  to  be  grounded  upon  SERNC 
fingle  paflages^  or  the  particular  afts  of  one  Hvpt^  but  XXXIL 
npon  the  whole  body  of  action  paffing  through  the.courfe 
of  each  man's  part^  in  the  place  and  time  allotted  to  him ; 
and  that  he  who  now  a£teth  laudably  may^  before  all  is 
done,  come  to  faulter;  he  that  now  behaveth  himfelf  un- 
towardly  may  afterward  learn  to  do  better^  and  in  the  end 
come  off  well. 

That  hence  it  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that  God  hereEoddliiL 
fliould  be  fomewhat  referved  in  difpenfing  teftimonies  of^f'j^*'*'* 
fiiYOur  to  thofe  who  at  prefent  do  feem  good,  fomewhat 
Iparing  in  declaring  wrath  toward  thofe  who  now  appear 
bad ;  that  he  fhould  not  miraculoufly  pour  down  golden 
(bowers  on  the  heads  of  the  righteous,  nor  fend^re  yrom  Luke  is.  »&. 
heaven^  as  angry  man  would  have  him,  upon  every  provo- 
cation, to  confume  finners. 

That  this  life  is  not  a  time  of  reaping,  but  of  fowing; 
not  of  approbation,  but  of  trial ;  not  of  triumph,  but  of 
combat :  this  world  is  not  a  place  of  enjoyment,  but  of 
work ;  our  condition  here  is  not  a  ftate  of  fettlement,  but 
of  travel ;  whence  no  man  (hould  expeS  more  of  encou- 
ragement, than  is  needful  to  fupport  him  in  this  work  and 
way;  ihould  look  to  receive  wages  before  his  tafk  is 
done ;  to  get  the  prize,  before  he  hath  gone  through  the 
race ;  to  gather  the  fpoils,  before  he  hath  fought  out  the 
battle ;  to  enjoy  reft,  before  he  is  at  liis  journey's  end ; 
to  be  put  in  fall  pofleflion  of  happinefs,  before  his  right 
and  title  thereto  is  completely  aflured :  that  no  man  alfo 
fhould  prefume  or  pleafe  himfelf  upon  prefent  impunity 
for  his  mifbehaviour  or  (loth,  like  thofe  of  whom  the 
preacher  faith,  Becaufe  fentence  againft  an  evil  work  is  not  Ecdef.  ?iiK 
executed  Jpeediljfy  therefore  the  heart  of  the  Jons  of  men  is  ^^' 
fuUyfet  in  thetn  to  do  evil;  feeing  this  is  the  feafon  of 
mercy  and  patience,  when  God  commonly  doth  not  far- 
ther infli£i  crolTes  on  us,  than  may  ferve  to  mind  us  of  our 
duty,  or  urge  us  to  the  performance  of  it ;  and  feeing  the 
longer  vengeance  is  withheld,  the  more  heavy  it  will  at 
laft  fall  on  us,  if  we  defpife  the  prefent  feafon  of  grace, 
and  proceed  to  the  end  in  impenitence ;  that  prefent  im« 
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SERM.  puntty,  therefore^  Is  a  fore  puniOiment^  and  correftion  here 
^^^^^'  a  realljr  great  favour. 

That  ordinarily  temporal  profperity  and  adverfity^  aa  in 

comparifon  to  things  relating  to  our  future  ftate  they  are 

plainly  inconfiderable^  fo  they  can  be  no  arguments  of 

God's  fpecial  favour  or  difpleafure;  whence  it  appeareth 

to  be  no  fmall  raihnefs  to  conclude  how  God  flands  af- 

feSed  to  any  perfon  from  what  befsdleth  him  here^  (as 

Luke  xiU.   thofe  who  inferred  concerning  the  Galileans,  whofe  blood 

i,&c.        Pilate  mixed  with  their  facrifices ;  and  concerning  thofe 

Jews,  upon  whom  the  tower  in  Siloam  did  faUy  that  they 

were  more  finners  than  others  of  their  nation,)  yea,  that 

if  we  muft  be  interpreting  God's  mind  from  thefe  occur- 

Pirov.lii.i9.rences,  it  is  rather  more  reafonable  to  conceive,  that  God 

o  ▼.  17.    Jiflij^g^h  them  whom  he  doth  not  check,  and  approveth 

Heb.  xii.  7.them  whom  he  chailifeth;  whence  the  profperity  of  bad 

S^.  xxU?.  ™^"  '^  rather  pitiable  than  invidious,  as  that  which  aggra- 

17*  vateth  and  (Irengtheneth  their  wickednefs,  which  accumu- 

sj^  lateth  guilt,  which  draweth  them  forward,  and  plungeth 

them  deeper  into  perdition ;  that  the  adverfity  of  good 

men  is  no  mifery,  but  a  bleffing  and  happinefs  to  them, 

as  exercifing  and  fortifying  their  virtues,  enfuring  thdr 

ftate,  endearing  them  to  God.     However, 

That  God  plainly  doth  mean  to  vilify  thefe  prefent 
things,  appearing  to  our  fcnfe  good  or  evU,  by  fcattering 
them  abroad  with  an  indifferent  hand ;  fo  that  his  friends 
tafte  as  little  good  and  as  much  evil  as  his  enemies  <• 

u  That  there  is  no  reafon  to  wonder  or  to  complain  that 
things  here  do  not  go  on  in  a  courfe  fo  fmooth  and  ftraight 
as  they  fhould  do ;  for  that  vanity  and  iniquity  have  their 
part  and  time  to  a6i:  upon  this  ftage,  yea  are  allowed 
fometimes  a  feeming  reign ;  but  juftice,  though  at  prefent 
it  feemeth  to  deep,  or  to  wink  at  things,  will  at  length 
awake,  and  efre£lually  beftir  itfelf ;  that  right,  although 
here  it  may  be  fometime  crofled  or  foiled,  yet  it  can  never 

^  Nullo  modo  potcft  Deus  magis  concupita  traducere,  quam  (i  ilia  in  tur- 
piffimos  dcferc,  ab  optimis  abigit.     Sen.  dt  Prov,  5. 

**  Daatur  bonis  ne  putcntur  mala^  dantur  mails  nc  putentur  fummi  bom* 
Aug. 
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be  quelled  or  overthrown;  it  may  be  fufpended,  but  can-  SERM. 
not  be  fupprefled ;  it  may  be  fomewhat  eclipfed,  but  it  ^^^^^^ 
cannot  be  quite  extinguifhed^  yea  infallibly  in  the  end  it 
will  triumphantly  prevail. 

That  no  good  defign  fhall  be  undertaken^  nor  any  honed 
labour  can  be  fpent  in  vain ;  feeing  although  they  chance 
to  find  no  fuccefs^  or  to  yield  no  frmt  here^  yet  diey  can- 
not fail  to  obtain  a  happy  iifue  and  a  plentifid  reward 
hereafter. 

That  how  fmall  foever  the  difference  doth  now  appear 
between  wife  men  and  fools,  or  between  virtuous  and  vi- 
cious  perfons,  there  will  be  hereafter  a  vail  difcrimination 
made^  when  in  confequence  of  that  upright  trial  one  fhall 
enter  into  eternal  blifs,  the  other  (hall  fall  into  an  abyfs  6i 
mifery. 

That  this  life  is  not  contemptible,  nor  all  things  here 
utterly  vain;  feeing  that  upon  this  life  is  founded  our 
eternal  date;  feeing  thefe  occurrences  have  influence 
upon  our  eternal  joy  or  woe ;  feeing  all  things  here  wdll 
conduce  to  the  illuftration  of  divine  mercy  or  juftice. 
That  God  is  indeed  here  Deus  abfconditus,  as  the  prophet 
fiyleth  him^  a  God  that  hideth  himfelf;  advifedly  fufler-ifiuxlT.  i5. 
ing  his  goodnefs  and  jufiice  to  be  under  a  cloud,  that  at 
length  they  may  break  out  more  glorioufly  in  that  day, 
when,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  his  hxaioKgnrla,  his  mofl  righteousl^ta.  il.  5. 
dealing  (both  in  governance  of  all  affairs  now,  and  in  de- 
eding of  all  cafes  then)  Jhall  be  revealed,  and  made  con- 
fpicuous  to  all  the  world. 

Thus  doth  it,  upon  many  accounts,  appear  fit  and  need- 
ful, that  there  fhould  be  a  future  judgment ;  the  apprehen- 
fion  thereof  being  the  fharpefl  fpur  to  virtue,  the  flrongeft 
curb  fix)m  vice,  theYurefl  fence  of  human  fociety,  the 
£a£e&  bulwark  of  religion,  (fecuring  the  authority  of  God, 
and  guarding  his  providence,  together  with  all  his  holy 
attributes,  from  all  batteries,  all  finifler  afperfions,  all  pro- 
fane mifconflrufdons ;)  in  fliort,  the  mod  effeftual  means, 
if  it  be  heartily  embraced,  to  render  men,  in  their  minds 
and  in  their  enjoyments,  fober,  jud  in  their  dealings  to- 
ward their  nei^bour,  and  in  all  their  life  pious  toward 
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SERM.  God;  there  being  indeed  no  confideration^  whereof  the 
^^^^^^*  mind  of  man  is  capable^  more  apt  to  beget  in  him  a  care 
and  confcience  of  what  he  doeth^  than  this;  that  after  a 
very  (hort  and  tranfitory  life  all  his  aAions  muft  undei;go 
a  (IriA  fcrutiny,  according  to  the  refult  whereof  he  fhall 
be  either  approved  and  rewarded^  or  condemned  and  pu- 
nifhed:  whereof  any  man  being  thoroughly  perfuaded, 
and  anywife  coniidering  it^  he  cannot  furely  but  accufe 
himfelf  of  extreme  folly  and  madnefs^  if  he  doth  not  pro- 
vide for  that  account^  and  order  all  his  prafdce  with  a  re- 
gard thereto.  The  which  ufe  of  this  point  God  by  his 
grace  difpofe  us  to  make^  for  the  fake  of  Jefus^  our  Uefled 
Redeemer^  to  whom  for  ever  be  all  glory  and  praife* 
iTher.T.t8.  Now  the  very  God  of  peace  fan&ify  you  wholly  ;  and  1 
pray  God  your  whole  fpirit  and  foul  and  body  be  pr&^ 
ferved  blamelefs  unto  the  coming  of  our  Ifird  Jefus  Chrjfi% 
Amen. 


iTrom  tbence  be  Qiall  come  to  mtige  t{)e  Ctuicft 

ano  ttie  Dean. 


SERMON   XXXIII. 


THE  CERTAINTY  AND  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
A  FUTURE  JUDGMENT  FROM  DIVINE 

REVELATION. 


Acts  x.  4a. 

And  he  commanded  us  to  preach  unto  the  people,  and  to 
tejiify  that  it  is  he  which  was  ordained  by  God  to  be 
Judge  of  quick  and  dead. 

JL  HESE  words  are  part  of  a  fennoo  preached  by  St.  SERM. 
Pei^  to  Cornelius  and  his  friends,  wherein  the  Apoftle  XXXIII. 
briefly  declareth  unto  them  the  chief  particulars  in  the 
hiftory  of  Chrift,  together  with  fome  main  points  of  Chrif- 
tian  doftrine  moft  fit  for  them  to  know ;  particularly  he 
doth  in  thefe  words  exprefs  the  ppint  concerning  the^tt* 
ture  judgment ;  reporting  that  our  Lord  efpecially  did 
charge  his  Apoftles  to  preach  unto  the  people  and  tefttfyy 
ihat  is,  firft  publicly  to  declare  and  explain,  then  by  con- 
venient proofs,  efpecially  by  divine  atteflations,  to  evince 
and  perfuade  this  point;  the  importance  whereof,  and 
eminence  among  other  Chriftian  doctrines,  doth  hence 
plainly  appear,  that  the  author  of  our  faith  did  make  fo 
efpecial  provifion,  and  gave  fo  exprefs  charge  concerning 
the  promulgation  and  probation  thereof:  the  which  cir- 

VOL.  v.  K 
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SERM.  cumftance  is  indeed  remarkable  and  weighty;  but  I  (haff 
XXXIILnot  infill  on  it,  meaning  immediately  to  fet  upon  confidcr- 
ing  the  po|nt  itfeU>  as  it  is  here  laid  down  in  tbcfe  tema^ 
that  it  is  he  which  was  ordained  by  God  to  be  Judge  of 
quick  and  dead :  in  which  words  are  couched  three  parti- 
culars moft  confiderable. 

I.  A  judgment  ordained  by  God^  and  to  be  declared  to 
men. 

a.  The  Judgjs>  by  whom  immediately  that  judgment  i^ 
adminiftered;  he;  Jefus,  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 

3.  The  extent  of  that  ju^ffPA^nt^  or  its  adequate  objeA; 
quick  and  dead. 

Thefe  particulara  I  fliall  in  order  touch,  inferting  fome 
material  coniidera^^s  about  the  nature  and  manner  of 
this  judgment,  with  fome  reafons  why  it  fhould  be  thus 
managed ;  then  I  (hall  adjoin  fome  pra^cal  applicadons. 

I.  There  is  a  judgment  ordained  by  God,  and  to  be  de- 
clared to  men ;  that  is,  concerning  the  perfons  and  aAions 
of  men  performed  in  this  life.  How  juft  and  fit  it  is  that 
there  (hould  be  fuch  a  judgment,  how  ufeful  and  requifite 
the  declaration  Iherec^f  is  upon  feveral  accounts^  (for  cfts 
gagmg  men  upon  iha  praftice  of  virtue  and  reilndBlng 
them  from  vice,  for  the  prefervatien  a»d  m^ntens^liob  of 
human  fociety,  for  the  fupport  and  defence  of  reli^oH) 
for  the  vindication  of  Divine  Ptovidencei,  and' ittuftralie^  of 
all  God's  holy  attributes,)  I  have  already  endeavoured  te 
declare  5  and  in  that  regard  I  (hall  content  my(yp  itow»  te 
fay,  that  as  ut)6h  the  appidrent  equity  and  uibftdnefr  of 
.Juft.M.  p.  thift  dbftrinc  all  uations  commonfy  have  ^ver  embraced 
.ct  p.  Jo«-^|^^  general  fobftacnce  thereof,  as  a  fundatherital  ptinei] 


of  tbei^  rel^ort,  (all  men  commonly  with  a  ready  incU^ 
natilon  having  avowed  it  reafbtlable  to  ftippofe  thai  orer^ 
man  after  this  life  fhall  be  brought  unto  a  juft  and  impart 
tial  bar,  where  his  doings  (hall  be  exaAly  (banned,  and 
his  perfbn  anfwerably  doomed  unto  a  comfortable  or  rf- 
fli6kive  recOmpenfe,)  fb  our  religion,  in  a  pecuHar  maimer, 
doth  mofi  exprefsly  aflen,  lAoft  clearly  defcribe,  and  moft 
vigorously  inculcate  it,  with  all  poflSble  advantage,  boA 
for  the  clearing  God^s  dealings  and  attributet,  and  for  the 
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extitement  of  men  to  a  yirtuous  and  pious  life.    THe  na*  SERM. 

twffy  manner,  procefs,  and  refult  of  the  future  jucfement  XXXIII. 

ore  in  the  holy  Scripture  moft  punctually  fel  down. 

I.  It  teacheth  us,  that  God  hath  appointed  a  determi- 
mte  tmie  for  this  judgment.     Gody  faith  St.  Paul,  hath  a&m  xyii. 
appointed  a  day,  in  which  he  will  judge  the  world  ^ju^"y|^^' 
fightmmfnefsi  that  which  is  called  the  day  of  judgment, 
the  U^  day  J  the  day  of  the  Lord,  the  great  and  the  illuf 
irioms  day  ;  and,  by  fignat  excellency.  The  day  ;  and,  ThiU  ^  Tini.  \, 
day;  mtimating,^  befide  the  certainty  of  the  thing  itfelf,|'nief.T'4. 
the  moft  efpecial  regard  that  men  are  concerned  to  bear  ^^^'  '*  ^'« 
thereto. 

a.  That  in  order  to  this  jmlgment  all  the  adtons  of 
men  are  with  greater  exadnefs  regiftered  in  books ;  (the 
books  of  divine  omnifcience,  feeing  all  things  prefent,  and 
retailiing  all  things  pad,  which  nothing  can  efcapej)  The^f^^^^^' 
books  (it  is  faid  in  the  Revelation)  were  opened,  and  the  17O 
dead  were  judged  from  the  things  written  in  the  books,  u, ' "' 
according  to  their  works.  I5»n.  vK. 

10. 

3.  That,  in  order  thereto,  there  fliall  be  (eSeded  by 
divine  power  imd  command)  a  general  refurre^ion  of  dl 
perfbns,  bothyu/t  and  unji^i :  The  hour,  faith  our  Lord,  ts  Ads  xxiv. 
coming,  in  which  all  that  are  in  the  grat/es  Jkall  hear  Aisjohn  ▼.  as. 
tfoiee,  and  fhall  come  forth  ;  they  that  have  done  good,  to 
the  reflnrre&ion  of  life ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto 
the  rejkrre&ion  of  damnation. 

4*  That  then  all  perfons  fo  raifed  (hall  be  prefented  at 
the  bar  of  our  Lord,  to  anfwer  and  imdergb  their  trial ;  /Rev.zz.13. 
faw,  faith  St.  John,  the  great  and  fmall  Jianding  before^"^'""^"' 
God* s  throne;  and,  Wemuft  all,  faith  St.  Paul,  be  made^*^^^ 
a^aar,  and  be  fet  forth  at  the  judgmeHt-feat  of  Clirift  ;  a  oou  ▼. 
mi.  The  Son  of  man,  faith  our  Lord,  fhall  ft  upon  the  ^' 
thhme  of  his  glory,  and  all  nations  Jhall  be  gathered  to^  cSm. 
ieiher  before  him.  m«j.«t. 

J.  That  th^q  and  there  every  thought^  every  word, 
every  woi^  of  neri  fhall  be  throughly  difclofed  and  dif- 
cufled ;  fb  thai  it,  together  with  its  due  quality  atid  defert, 
fhall  plainly  ap^>eflir^  all  the  defigns  and  pretences  of  men 
fhall  be  laid  heart ;  every  cafe  fhall  be  confidered ;  every 

K  % 
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Sli^RM.  pica  heard  and  fcanned;  the  merits  of  every  caufc  weighed 

XXXIII  in  an  even  balance,  according  to  truth  and  equity;  men's 

neglefts  and  omiflions  of  duty  (hall  alfo  come  under  con- 

fideration ;  an  account  will  be  exaSed  of  all  the  talents 

entrufted  to  any  man,  (of  the  abilities,  opportimities^  and 

advantages  he  ever  had  of  doing  God  fervice,)  and  of 

what  improvements  anfwerable  he  hath  made ;  what  men 

have  done  themfelves,  and  what  they  have  done  by  others, 

from  the  influence  of  their  advice,  their  perfuafiooy  or 

1  Cor.  if.  5.  their  example,  (hall  be  fearched  out  and  poifed;  6<Nf>  faith 

St.  Paul,  will  bring  to  light  the  hidden  things  of  darknefsj 

Rom. ii.99.amf  will  make  manifejl  the  connfels  of  hearts;  and.  Of 

Mwtixii*'  ei;ery  idle  word  that  men  Jhall  fpeak^  they  Jhall  render  an 

««•  account  at   the  day  of  judgment j  faith  our  'Lord ;   and. 

Matt.  XXV.  After  a  long  time,  &ith  he  ag£un,  the  Lord  of  thofe  fer^ 

"•,  ,    ..  vants  cometh,  and  reckoneth  with  them,  &c.  and.  Every 

cccid*  xtt.  >^«y?iti»        •         •» 

4.  work,  laith  the  Preacher,  God  Jhall  bring  into  judgment, 

with  every  fecret  thing,  whether  it  he  good,  or  whether  it 
be  evil. 

6.  That  upon  each  man,  according  to  the  true  quality 
of  his  doings,  thus  detected,  examined,  and  dated,  a  de^ 
finitive  fentence  fhall  pafs,  whereby  he  (hall  be  acquitted 
and  approved,  or  condemned  and  reprobated;  rim  b  ftroifo; 
1  Cor.  iv.  b.ywi^vtTM  iKOfcf,  Then,  faith  St.  Paul,  praife  Jhall  be  to  each 
one;  praife,  that  is,  generally,  (by  an  tupifna-fMs,  or  Savour- 
able  manner  of  fpeech,)  a  due  taxation  and  efleem,  accord- 
Matt,  xxt.  ing  to  merit :  then,  fVell  done,  good  and  faithful  fervani, 
"*  **•       and,  O  thou  bad  and  Jlothful  fervant,  (hall  be  pronounced 
to  one  or  the  other  fort  of  men,  refpe&ively,  according  to 
their  demeanour  here. 
miaI^*^*.      7*  That  according  to  the  purport  of  this  fentence  a  dif** 
^'     .      crimination  (hall  be  made ;  and  to  one  party  a  gracious 
reward,  correfpondent  to  the  quality  and  meafure  of  their 
good  works,  in  a  blifsfril  place ;  to  the  other,  a  fore  punifh- 
ment,  in  proportion  to  their  demerits,  in  a  place  of  mifery : 
to  the  one,  everlafting  joy  and  glory  above  in  heaven ;  to 
the  other,  endlefs  forrow  and  (hame  beneath  in  hell^  (hall 
MatLavi.  be  aflSgpied  and  difpenfi^  effedually.  The  SonofmanJhaU 
^^*  come  in  the  .glory  of  his  Father  with  his  angels;  and  then 
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^iJhaU  reward  every  man  according  to  his  works;  he  will  SERM. 
/eparate  them  one  from  another^  as  a  Jhepherd  divideth  his  XXXI li« 
Jteepfrom  the  goats;  and  kejhalljet  hisjheep  on  his  right  Mm.  xxv. 
hand,  but  the  goats  on  the  left :  then  the  King Jhall fay  unto^^*  **^- 
them  on  his  right  handj  Come^  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father^  in» 
herit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world : — and,  Then  he  Jhall  fay  alfo  unto  them  on  the  left 
hand.  Depart  from  me,  ye  cvrfed,  into  everlqftingfirej  pre* 
pared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels :  and,  the  good  and 
faithful  fervant  (hall  enter  into  his  Mqfter^s  joy  ;  the  bad 
and  flothfiil  Jhall  be  cq/i  into  utter  darknefs,  where  is  weep"  Matt.  zxr. 
hig  and  gnajhing'  of  teeth  :  fo  our  Lord  himfelf  exprefleth  **'  '*^* 
it :  and  St.  Paul  thus ;  ffi  muji^  faith  he,  all  appear  before 2Cot.r.  10. 
the  tribunal  of  God,  Iva  xo/x/o^rai  ixag^s,  that  each  one  may 
bear  away  the  things  done  in  the  body,  according  to  what 
he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad:  and,  God  u/t//Rom.  iL 
render  unto  every  man  according  to  his  works:  to  them 
who  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing  feek  for  glory 
and  honour  and  immortality,  eternal  life :  but  unto  them 
that  are  contentious,  and  obey  not  the  truth,  but  obey  tm-> 
fight eonfnefs,  indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  an^ 
gui/h,  upon  every  foul  of  man  that  doeth  evil:  and  even  of 
old  the  Prophet  Daniel  thus  briefly  did  exprefs  this  diffe- 
rent doom ;  Many  of  them  that  Jleep  in  the  du/i  of  thelhn*  xik  a. 
earth  Jhall  awake ;  fome  to  everlajling  life,  and  fome  to 
Shame  and  everlajling  contempts,     Hence  in  regard  to  one 
party  is  the  time  of  judgment  ftyled  the  feafon  of  refreJh^AQM'm,  19. 
ment,  the  day  of  redemption,  the  time  of  recompenfe;  iTi^i^^t^!^' 
reference  to  the  other,  the  day  of  wrath,  the  day  of  de*  ^^' 
firuBion,  the  time  of  vengeance;  when  our  Lord  will,  asRoiii.  li.  5. 
St.  Paul  faith,  take  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  *  S^J^j*  ^* 
and  obey  not  the  Gojpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi ;  who        .'    . 
JhaU  be  punijhed  with  everlajling  dejhruftion  from  tlie  pre-- 
.fence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power. 

8.  We  are  alfo  farther  taught,  that  all  this  (hall  be 
tranfa£ted  in  a  regular,  public,  and  mod  folemn  manner, 
in  open  court,  in  the  face  and  audience  of  all  the  world, 
before  angels  and  men.     For  our  Lord  is  defcribed  com-  « 'Hicf.  i.  7. 
ing  to  judgment  with  attendance  of  all  the  holy  angel»>Matt.'!wv.' 

1^  />  ai*  xvi.  it7« 
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SERM.  and  the  faints,  being  themfelves  firft  approved,  fliall  be^ 

XXXI 11.  come  afleflbrs  there;  and  all  men  are  reprefented  as  pre- 

Judc  xiv.    ^^^^  ^t  ^^^  *"al;>  ^''  ^^  fpeSators  and  auditors  thereof: 

1  Cor.  vi.  a.  Whofoever^  Mxh  our  Lord,^W  comfefs  me  before  men,  him 

js!    ****  ,/lflW  the  Son  of  man  alfo  confefs  before  the  angels  of  Gf>d  ; 

Luke  xii.    i^  ^  ^^^  denieth  me  before  men,  Jhall  be  denied  before 

Mitt.  X.  oa.  ihe  angels  of  God :    and.  There  is  nothing  covered  that 

Luke  xii.  2.^^//  „o^  ig  revealed;  neither  hid^  that  Jhall  not  be  known  : 

whatjbever  ye  kavefpoken  in  darknefs  Jhall  be  heard  m  the 

light ;  and  that  which  ye  have  Jpoken  in  clq/ets  Jhall  be 

proclaimed  upon  the  houfe-tops. 

9.  That  aUb  the  judgment  (hall  pafs  to  the  full  oonvic- 

tion  and  entire  fatisfa£tion  of  all  that  are  prefent ;  fo  that 

each  one  concerned  therein  (hall  be  fprced  in  conlcience 

to  acquiefee  in  his  doom,  as  mod  juft  and  equal ;  the  con-^ 

denmed  (looping  with  awe  to  his  juftice ;  the  abfolved 

adoring  with  humble  reverence  his  mercy ;  the  fpedators 

applauding  with  admiration  his  holy  wifdom :  for  that 

Rom.  ii.  3.  day  will  be,  as  St.  Paul  calleth  it,  a  day  of  revelation  of 

God's  righteous  judgment ;  and  God  in  regard  thereto  is 

Rom.  xiv.  reprefented  fpeaking  thus ;   To  me,  as  I  live,  faith  the 

^^'  Lord,  every  knee  Jhall  bow,  and  every  tongue  Jhall  give 

9  Thef.  i.   glory  to  God :  and,  our  Lord,  in  that  day,  faith  St.  Paul^ 

^^'  will  be  glorified  in  his  faints,  and  admired  in  all  them  that 

Jude  XV.     believe  :  and,  He  will  then,  as  it  is  in  St.  Jude,  convince 

all  that  are  ungodly  of  all  their  ungodly  deeds,  which  th^ 

have  ungodlily  committed,  and  of  all  the  hard  fpeeches 

which  ungodly  Jinners  have  fpohen  againfl  hifn.    So  th«t- 

thereupon  thofe  confeflions  and  acclamations  of  praife  in 

Rev.xix.s.the  Revelation  fhall  be  refounded  through  heaven;  AUe-- 

low  fv.  a!*  ^^^^>  Salvation,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  to  the  Lord  our 

God;  for  true  and  righteous  are  his  judgments :  Salvatiom 

be  unto  our  Lord,  that  ftteth  on  the  throne,  and  to  the 

Lamb  :  Great  and  ivonderful  are  thy  works,  0  Lord  Qod 

Almighty ;  ju/l  and  true  are  thy  ways,  0  thou  King  of 

Saints, 

Thus  do  the  holy  PandeAs  of  our  religion  fet  out  that 
judgment,  which  all  men  hereafter  muft  undergo ;  wherein 
all  the  attributes  of  God  (ball  be  con%icuou(ly  gU^rified ; 
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his  wottdtfritil  clemency  fhall  be  fweetly  diiplaylxl^  lut  g&RM. 
exaft  juftice  (hall  be  terribly  demonftrated^  bis  peifed  ^^lU- 
Wtflbdi  ftiall  be  clearly  unfolded ;  Wherein  the  knotty 
intrigues  of  Providence  fliall  be  loofed,  and  the  myfterious 
depths  of  the  divine  counfels  fhall  be  laid  bpen ;  and  God's 
haaam,  which  noii^  by  the  bold  and  raAi  judgnbealis  of 
twsn  is  often  attacked,  fhall  be  thoroughly  cleared  and  ne<^ 
paired,  to  the  joyful  fatisfafkitin  of  all  pious  mdn,  and  M 
cfftAaAon  of  the  impious;  wherein  the  grest  ^vifiidm  of 
thofe^  who  before  all  things  choofb  to  be  good  and  to 
letve  God,  and  the  extreme  folly  of  thofe  who  fcom  or 
BCJgled  piety,  fhall  be  moft  evidently  apparent ;  wherdn, 
finallyy  ail  Icores  that  now  fb  undifcemibly  nm  on  fhall  be 
•xaAly  quitted  and  even ;  impartial  r^t  fhall  be  done } 
every  man  fbaU  have  his  due  afligned  and  rendered  to 
him* 

But  let  fo  mueh  fuffice  concerning  the  jui^meot  ap^ 
pointed:  we  proceed  to  the  neatt  particular,  the  Judge 
evdnined;  he)  diat  is,  lefus,  our  Loid  and  Saviour. 

11.  The  original  ri^t  and  abfblute  power  of  judging 
doth  infeparaUy  pertain  to  God  Almighty,  whofe  crea*- 
tnres^  wfaofe  fervants^  whofe  fubjeAs  \^e  are,  and  cohfe- 
qnendy  to  whofe  jtulgment  we  fland  obnoxious ;  as  he  is 
oaitoally  the  Sovereign  Lord  and  King  of  the  world,  fo 
he  is,  as  the  Apoftle  calleth  him^  xprri^;  w^oov,  the  Judge  Hcb.ni.i3. 
of  all  perfons  and  things;  and  particulaiiy  Judge  of  «tf  ^^^^  V 
ihe  earthy  or  of  all  men,  as  Abr^duun  did  flyle  him ;  as 
tpon  the  grounds  fpedfied  we  do  owe  obedience  to  the 
hiwe  he  prefcrtbeth  us,  performance  of  the  ferviee  h6 
ailotteth  us,  and  improvement  of  the  talents  he  commst- 
|Mb  t0  ifts )  fo  we  do  thence  fland  obBged  to  render  an 
ilsebunt  to  him  of  our  eorrej^pondent  behaviour,  aild  due 
IMina^ment  inr  thofe  refptifts,  and  are  liable  to  the  jtsdg^ 
mwi  he  fhall  make  thereof:  all  judgment  therefore  moft 
beeWcifed  either  immediately  by  God  himfelf,  of  in  foh-- 
ordination  to  him  ;  in  his  name  and  right,  and  by  virtue  of 
authority  derived  from  him ;  otherwife  that  of  St.  Paul, 
tVho  art   thou  that  judgeft  another'' s  Jetvant^  might  beRofii.xiT.4. 
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SERM.  alleged  agdnft  any,  who,  without  licence  or  commiffion 

XXXIII.  from  him,  fhould  prefume  to  judge  us. 

^  Now  that  immediately  God  fhould  adminifter  any  judg- 
ment, is  incongruous  to  his  nature  and  to  ours ;  it  is  parti- 
cularly unfuitable  to  the  manner  of  this  judgment,  which 
God  defigneth  to  be  fuch  as  may  pafs  openly  before  all 
the  world,  to  the  confpicuous  declaration  of  his  glorious 
juftice  and  mercy,  to  the  clear  {atisfaftion  and  conviaion 
of  all  perfons  interefted  therein :  which,  that  it  might  be, 
ii  was  Jit,  as  St.  Auftin  (kith,  that  they  who  were  to  be 
judged Jhould  fee  their  judge;  &it  is  fit,  that  the  affiftants, 
and  fpe£tators,  or  witnefles  thereof,  fliould  difcem  the 
procefs :  but  the  glorious  and  dreadful  prefence  of  God 
cannot  be  difcemible  by  us,  or  would  not  be  fupport- 

1  Tim.  vi.  able ;  He,  faith  St.  Paul,  inhahiteth  inaccejfible  light,  to 
that  no  man  hathfeen,  or  can  fee  him :  and.  Thou  canji  not 

Exod.       fee  my  face,  (kith  he  to  Mofes ;  for  there  Jhall  no  man  fee 

S? vi.  a?   ^'^^  ^^  ^^^  •  ^^^^  ™*y^fty>  before  which  the  pureft  fera- 

phins,.  being  dazzled  with  its  infinite  brightnefs,  are  con- 

(trained  to  veil  their  faces ;  that  prefence,  of  which  the 

Nah.  i.  5.   Prophet  faith,  The  mountains  quake  at  him,  and  the  hi^ls 

xYiii?*i8.)*'*'*^^'»  and  i/ie  earth  is  burnt  in  his  prefence;  yea,  the  worlds 

and  all  that  dwell  therein ;  how  (hould  frail  and  impure 

fleih  fuftidn  ?    how  (hould  guilty  finners  appear  before 

Pf.lxzTi.7- him?   fVho  may  Jland  in  his  fight  when  he  is  angry? 

cSiii.  a!     when  he  is  angry,  at  whofe  wrath  the  earth  fhall  tremble^ 

Jer.  X.  10.  and  the  nations  fhall  not  be  able  to  abide  his  indignation  •* 

K.  xlvi.  6.  What  ear  of  mortal  man  could  endure  that  voice,  at  which 

the  earth  melteth;  that  reproof,  at  which  the  pillars  of 

heaven  are  q/lonijhed  P  It  being  therefore  from  the  divine 

excellency  impoflible  or  inconvenient,  that  God  himfelf, 

immediately  as  fuch,  (hould  exerci(e  judgment ;  it  hath 

pleafed  him,  in  his  ftead,  to  con(titute  one  mod  fit  for  that 

employment :   as  he  for  particular  temporal  judgments 

here  hath  appointed  princes  and  governors  vifibly  to  ma- 

>  Etenim  ea  quae  jadicantur,  oportebat  Tidere  judicem  et  fcire  hunc  a  quo 
judicantur,  &c.     Iren,  iii.  9. 

tleftum  tntf  ut  judicaodi  viderent  judicem.    Amg. 


Job  xxvi. 
11. 
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nage  them  as  his  miniilers  and  vicegerents  in  his  name  SERM, 
and  behalf;  fo  that  univerfal  and  ultimate  judgment  he  ^^^IIL 
bath  (for  his  own  greater  glory  and  our  fpecial  benefit) 
committed  unto  his  beloved  Son  Jefus^  our  bleifed  Me- 
diator and  Saviour;  the  fame  who,  with  mod  admirable 
condefcenfion  of  grace  and  charity,  did  once  come  hither 
in  our  nature  to  refcue  us  from  fin  and  mifery ;  who  un- 
derwent fo  many  erodes  and  troubles  for  us  ;  who  freely 
kud  down  his  life  to  redeem  and  fave  us ;  he  it  is,  who  is 
mgwiUfos  vwi  rS  0fftf  xpiryify  decreed  and  determined  by  God 
(or  imder  him^  as  his  fubftitute  and  deputy)  to  be  our  (^  Cor.  xr. 
judge:  fo  in  oar  text;  and  fo  again  St.  Paul;  God  AaMAasxTii. 
appokUed  a  day,  in  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  right"  ^^' 
eoufnefsj  h  ioA^  ^  ip^e-tVy  by  the  man,  or  in  the  man,  u/Aom^o"!'  «'V' 
he  hath  ordained;  whence  it  is  called  the  judgment -feat  of^  Cor.y.io. 
Chrifl,  before  which  we  muji  appear:  and.  The  P^^^y]^^'^\^ 
laith  our  Lord  himfelf,  judgeth  no  man^  (that  is,  imme-  97- 
diately  and  feparately,)  but  hath  given  all  judgment  to  the 
Son :  and^  The  Father,  he  addeth^  hath  given  to  the  Son  /Ae'^Tim.iT.i. 
authority,  and  to  execute  judgment,  becaufe  he  is  the  Son  of 
man ;  that  is,  God  hath  conferred  on  him  the  fovereign 
r^al  authority,  and  hath  particularly  committed  to  him 
that  prime  branch  thereof,  judicial  power ;  even  as  he  is 
the  Son  of  man :  fo  that  as  in  our  nature  he  performed  all 
that  was  requifite  to  fave  us,  as  in  our  nature  he  was  ex- 
alted to  God's  right  hand  to  rule  and  blefs  us ;  ^fo  for 
confunmiation  of  all  done  in  our  regard,  he  (hall  in  cfur 
nature  appear  to  judge  us ;  awarding  to  us  the  rewards 
he  purebred  for  us^  or  punifhments  for  the  contempt  of 
his  favours* 

And,  indeed,  that  he  under  this  name  and  notion  was 
defigned  to  this  office,  even  the  ancient  Prophets  did  fore- 
fliew :  for  it  was  one  like  the  Son  of  man,  whom  Daniel^^^'  ^*' 

^  111  A 

did  behold  coming  with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  having  all 
royal  dominion  and  power  given  unto  him ;  and  it  was, 
according  to  Ifuah's  predi^ons,  the  Son,  bom  and  givenV^ ^'''  ^\' 
unto  us,  upon  whofe  fhoulder  the  government  Jhould  be,  and^.  xin.  1,  s*. 

^  nil  fonna  Tidebitar  FUH,  quam  fibi  per  facrarncntum  incaroationis  uni- 
Tit,  &C.    Pr^,  Sent,  337.  * 
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SERM.  to  whom  the  kingdom  fhould  be  affigned^  /«  order  ii,  and 

XXXIIL  eftahlijh  it,  unth  judgment  andjufiuefor  ever. 

'  The  point  then  is  manifeft,  that  our  Saviour  JcfiiB,  bjr 

defignment  and  deputation  from  God,  is  invefted  with  this 

eminent  office  and  power.  And  why  it  (hould  bd  fb,  ttuiny 

reafons,  many  fair  congruities,  may  be  affigned* 

I.  It  was  requiiite  (as  we  before  touched)  that  the  judge 
(hould  be  viiible,  and  audible ;  fuch  whom  the  parties  oon^ 
cemed  might  (without  extreme  furprife  and  amaisitienl) 
difcem  and  converfe  with,  in  order  to  their  dearer  and 
fuller  fatisfaftion,  or  convi&ion  :  fuch  our  Lord^  the  Son 
of  man,  clothed  with  glorified  flefh,  wffl  be;  his  anild 
and  fweet,  though  bright  aad  Aately  afp«ft^  aS  totn  te 
Ibme  manner  may  be  capable  of  feeing;  his  calm  and 
clear  voice  all  men  may  hear :  him  the  juft  may  ^th 
cheerful  iatisfaiSlion  behold  fmiling  on  them  with  graciotti 
kindnefs;  and  the  wicked  alio  with  fad  coofufion- imay 
view  frowning  towani  them  with  jull  difilain :  thofe  widi 
comfortable  joy  may  hear  him  acquitting,  comlDCiidiiigf 
and  bleiling  them ;  thefe  with  due  regret  alfo  ms^  bear 
kim  convincing,  reproving,  and  denouncing  the  fatal  cnrie 
on  them :  fo  that  hereupon  the  former,  with  humbk  thanks 
fulnefs,  (hall  willingly  acknowledge  and  praife  his  graos  ; 
the  latter,  with  fhameful  horror,  confirai&edly  fhall  ca^AA 
Rev.  i.  7.  their  guilt  before  him  :  Behold,  faith  St.  John,  with  an 
emjdiatical  regard  it  feems  to  this  confidaration,  he  canuik 
in  the  clouds  ;  and  every  eye  Jhall  fee  him,  even  they  who 
Matt. zzi?./^terc«d  him:  znAyThey,  iaith  our  Lord  \\tm(sM,  frail  Jke 
tA  xxs'U  ^^  ^^^  of  man  coming  upon  the  clouds  of  heaven,  m  paurnr 
&c.  and  great  glory :  and  our  Lord  is  reprefented  in  judgflSmt 

peaking  and  arguing  the  cafe  with  aU  parties  conoeraed, 
reociying  their  plea^  and  expreffing  his  naind  to  them : 
fliis  is  a  kind  of  natural  capacity  qualifyiag  him.  for  dii^ 
employment ;  but  there  are  coafideratioiis  of  a  higher  te-* 
ture  peculiarly  fitting  him  for  it. 

a.  It  was  indeed  a  good  part  of  that  regal  ttffiee^  \iriucb 

God>  in  reward  of  his  obedience,  and  to  declare  his  ^^ 

JohnxTii.s.  ceptance  thereof,  did  confer  upon  him;  giving  him  a  power 

Mat.xxviii.^^^  qHjIqJI^^  oil  authority  in  heaven  and  earth;  whence  it 
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i$  by  St*  Paul  called  his  kingdom;  I  charge  thee^  faith  he  SRRM. 
to  Timothy,  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrijij  who  XXXIII. 
fiall  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  at  his  appearing  and  his  aTim.ir.i. 
kingdom  :  he  being  then  our  King,  and  as  liich  the  foun- 
tain of  all  juftice,  mud  either  himfelf  in  perfon,  or  by 
fame  delegate,  adminifter  it ;  but  that  he  fhould  immedi- 
ately do  it,  divers  fpeeial  reafons  do  fugged  themfelves. 

3.  It  it  an  office  of  too  great  eminence  and  dignity  to 
be  imparted  to  any  other  :  he  alone  who  fubfifts  in  union 
with  God,  who  is  the  Son  of  God,  who  hath  mod  highly 
pleafed  God,  who  hath  merited  a  fovereignty  over  us,  and 
a  (upreme  eminency  above  all  creatures,  is  capable  of  the 
honour  to  determine  thofe  points  of  the  higheft  importance 
conoeming  the  final  doom  of  God's  creatures,  and  the  fal- 
Tation  of  thofe  fouls  whom  he  hath  purchafed ;  IVorthy  is  Rev.  t.  9, 
he  alone  to  receive  the  booky  (of  judgment,)  and  to  open  the  ^^' 
fials  thereof  $  becaufe  he  wasjlain,  and  hath  redeemed  us  to 
God  by  his  blood:  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  (worthy  exclufivriy, 
and  folely)  that  was  Jlain  to  receive  the  power  and  honour, 
ike  glory  and  bleffing,  annexed  to  this  high  office. 

As  there  is  nothing  more  apt  to  beget  in  us  veneration 
toward  him,  than  confidering  that  he  ihall  be  our  judge, 
\xpon  whofe  fentence  our  fate  and  felicity  muft  depend;  fb 
it  is  therefore  moft  fit,  that  it  incommunicaUy  and  folely 
flKHild  bdiQng  to  him ;  efpecially  feeing  God  with  efpecial 
regard  to  his  honour  did  affign  the  judicial  office  to  him  : 
the  Father,  it  is  faid,  hath  committed  all  judgment  to  /AeJohnT.99, 
Son;  that  all  men  might  honour  the  Son,  as  they  do  the^^' 
Rither. 

4*  He  alone  alio  hath  caf^acities  proper  for  this  judica-  ^*»  rwr*^ 
ture:  be  only  hath  that  divine  faculty  of  fearching  men's  Jl*^»^I7" 
hearts ;  he  only  is  fomiflied  with  wifdom  to  know  all  mat-  •«  «MVMif- 
ttr»  ef  hSt  that  ever  were,  and  to  difeern  the  right  in  ciem,  JL  * 
eveiy  cafe ;  be  above  all,  being  abfolutely  good,  is  en-  ^^'^  ^'  ^' 
du^d  with  perfeft  equity  of  mind,  and  immutable  love  of 
righl^  always  difpofing  him  to  judge  moft  juftly ;  he  alone 
ca»  bav»  in  him  that  fjuerpioir^aa,  or  exad:  temperament  Heb.  ▼.  'i, 
of  aflStdioR  toward  men,  which  is  requifite  to  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  oqual  jnflice  toward  them,  according  to  due  mea- 
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SERM.  fures  of  mercy  and  feverity ;  the  Ugheft  angel  in  heaven 

XXXIII.  were  incapable  fo  rightly  to  diftinguifh  the  ftrift  bounds 
of  thefe  things.  Wherefore  in  regard  to  thefe  difpofitions 
peculiar  to  him,  we  are  even  by  the  ancient  Prophets  in- 

lfa.xi.s,a,formed,  that  this  office  is  allotted  to  him;  The  Jpirit  of 
the  Lor(f,  faith  liaiah,  ^a//  reft  upon  himj  the  Jpirit  of 
wifdom — and  Jhall  make  him  of  quick  underjianding  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord :  and  he  Jhall  not  judge  after  the  Jight  of 
his  eyes,  nor  reprove  after  the  hearing  of  his  ears :  but  with 
righteoufnefs  Jhall  he  judge  the  poor,  and  reprove  with 
equity  for  the  meek  of  the  earth :  and,  A  hruifed  reed 
(faith  God  in  the  fame  Prophet,  intimating  his  incom- 
parable fagacity,  equity,  and  temper,  as  it  were,  for  this 

Ifa.  xlii.  3.  purpofe)  Jhall  he  not  break,  and  the  fmoking  Jlax  Jhall  he 
not  qtiench:  he  Jhall  bring  forth  judgment  unto  truth:  and, 

Pfid.  xIt.  7.  Thou,  (kith  the  Pfalmift  concerning  him,  love/l  righteouf 
nefsy  and  hateft  iniquity:  therefore  God,  even  tky  Gody 
liath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  thy  feU 
lows. 

5.  By  this  defignation  the  glory  of  God  is  efpecially 
promoted,  his  moft  excellent  attributes  being  much  illuf- 
trated  thereby  :  his  wifdom  appeareth  in  conftituting  one 
fo  in  all  refpe£ks  moft  fit  to  difcharge  the  office,  and  his 
goodnefs  moft  clearly  ftiines  therein  :  for  fince  it  was  re- 
quifite  that  a  judgment  fhould  pafs  upon  us,  how  could 
the  terror  thereof  be  better  allayed,  than  by  putting  it 
into  the  hands  of  his  Son  ?  to  whofe  cognizance,  were 
the  choice  permitted  to  us,  (hould  we  rather  fubmit  our 
aftions,  than  to  his?  to  whom  rather  ftiould  we  freely 
commit  all  our  life  and  welfare,  than  to  him,  who  by  na- 
ture is  fo  nearly  allied  to  us,  and  hath  not  difdained  to 

Matt.xi.99. call  us  brethren?  who  in  difpofition  of  fpirit  is  fo  meek  and 

iv.  li."'  '^'  loti^ly*  fo  merciful  and  compajfionate?  who  here  was  vifibly 
in  difpofition  and  demeanour  a  lamb,  and  is  reprefented 
to  us  continuing  fuch ;  than  to  him,  who  by  fo  many  fig- 
nal  experiments  hath  expreifed  an  excefs  of  kindnefs  to- 
wards us,  and  tendemefs  of  our  welfare ;  who  hath  con- 
fpicuoufly  evidenced  himfelf  to  be  the  beft  friend  to  mad- 
kind  \  that  he  ardently  defireth  the  falvation  of  all  men^ 
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even  of  his  worft  enemies;  for  whom  he  willingly  did  SERM; 
fpend  his  blood,  for  whom  he  dying  earneftly  prayed  j  XXXIII, 
whom  he  continually  wooeth  to  reconciliation  and  repent-    , 
ance,  and  confequently  to  the  enjoyment  of  greateft  hap- 
pinels?    How  then  could  God  more  plainly  exprefs  his 
goodnefs  toward  us,  than  in  affigning  fuch  a  Judge  for 
us? 

How  alfo  could  he  exhibit  a  more  illuftrious  inftance  of 
his  juftice,  and  love  to  righteoufnefs,  than  in  advancing 
him  to  fo  glorious  an  office,  who  out  of  perfect  compli* 
ance  to  his  will  did  freely  (loop  fo  low,  and  gladly  undergo 
fo  much  ?  Worthy  of  God  it  was,  and  a  congruous  retri- 
bution, to  place  the  crown  on  his  head,  to  put  the  fceptreRer.  ?•  19. 
into  his  hand,  who  willingly  bore  a  crofs,  who  patiently 
fubmitted  to  a  fcourge ;  to  confUtute  him  the  Judge,  who^ 
out  of  abundant  piety  to  God  and  charity  to  God's  crea- 
ture,  was  contented  to  be  arraigned,  to  be  fentenced,  to  be 
executed  as  a  malefa£lor :  he  dearly  purchafed  the  right 
to  be  Liord  of  dead  and  living ,  and  juft  it  was  that  in  effeA  Rom.ziT^9. 
he  fhould  obtain  it. 

6.  Juft  it  likewife  was,  that  to  him,  immediately  and 
iblemnly^  fhould  be  configned  a  power  to  acknowledge 
and  reward  his  faithful  fnends  and  fervants ;  thofe  who 
had  believed  his  word,  had  obferved  his  laws,  had  out  of 
love  and  refpeft  done  much  and  fufiered  much  for  him. 

Juft  alfo  it  was,  that  he  fhould  be  empowered  tp  do 
himfelf  right  upon  his  proud  and  fpiteful  enemies;  that  he 
fhould  fee  them  lying  under  his  feet,  and  at  his  difpofal^ 
who  had  fo  fcomfiilly  infulted  on  him,  and  fo  cruelly  mif- 
ufed  him ;  that  he  righteoufly  fhould  judge  them,^  who  fo 
malicioufly  had  accufed  and  fo  injurioufly  condemned  Jiim ; 
fhould  chaflife  them  feverely,  who  moft  unmercifully  had 
afHi&ed  and  flaughtered  him ;  fhould  worthily  reprobate 
all  thofe,  who  had  unworthily  rejected  him  :  in  fine,  that 
he  fhould  render  a  due  recompenfe  to  all  wicked  perfons, 
who  by  diftrufting  his  word,  by  defpifing  his  overtures  of 
grace  and  mercy,  by  refifting  his  will  and  rejefting  his 
authority,  by  trampling  upon  his  holy  do&rine  and  laws, 
had  wronged,  had  diflionourcd,  had  difclaimed  him. 
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SBRM.      7*  This  appcAitmeni  of  Jefus  for  our  Judge  is  farther 
XXXIII.  very  condudUe  to  our  edifitation^  in  way  of  eitcitettieiit  to 
""""""""*  the  praAioe  of  our  duty,  and  encouragement  thei^to ;  in 
way  of  confolation  and  latisfaCUon  to  our  fouL 

It  confidered  is  apt  to  raife  in  us  a  high  reverence  and 
dread  of  our  Saviour ;  and  confequently  to  difpofe  us  to 
the  obfervance  of  his  laws,  and  imitation  of  his  example* 

It  is  matter  of  fpecial  comfort  and  encoumgenMnt  to 
oonfider,  that  hence  afluredly  we  (hall  find  a^  £up  and  fii<» 
vouiable  trial ;  iince  it  is  no  enemy,  not  one  difafieAed^ 
yea,  not  one  indifferently  affefted  toward  us,  v^ho  fluiU 
judge  us,  but  our  beft  friend ;  from  whom  we  may  expeft 
not  only  juftice  and  equity,  but  all  the  favour  and  kind* 
nefs  our  caufe  will  bear. 

It  alfo  duly  pondered  is  moft  proper  to  work  in  us  an 
eameft  care,  and  fear  of  finning,  and  thereby  of  becoming 
obnoxious  to  condemnation :  for  what  an  aggravation 
will  it  yield  to  our  whether  foolifh  perverfenefs  or  iloddul 
n^igence ;  how  extreme  difingenuity,  how  wretched  in* 
gratitude  will  it  argue  in  us,  to  be  call  and  condemned  by 
fuch  a  judge;  a  judge  fo  fair  and  eqnal,  fo mild  add  gentle, 
fa  benign  and  favourable  to  us ;  fo  willing  to  acquit  us^  fb 
defirous  to  fave  us !  With  what  fate,  think  we,  having  tranf> 
grefifed  his  moff  good  and  rightecnis  laws,  having  reje^d 
all  his  gracious  tenders  of  mercy  and  favour,  having  de* 
feated  all  his  moft  ferious  purpofes,  and  fruftrated  his  moft 
painful  endeavours  for  our  welfare }  having  violated  our 
manifold  obligations  and  engagements  to  him;  having 
abufed  his  fo  unexpreflible  great  love  and  good-will  to* 
ward  us ;  having  hence  deplorably  forfeited  all  his  favour^ 
and  incurred  his  moft  grievous  difpleafure;  with  what  face; 
I  fay,  having  done  all  this,  (hall  we  appear  in  his  pre-^ 
fence  ?  how  then  (hall  we  bear  the  frowns  of  his  tender 
love  changed  into*  fierce  difdain,  of  higheft  patience  turned 
into  extreme  fury,  of  fo  terrible  a  majcfty  provoked  by  fo 
heinous  affronts  ?  with  what  heart  (hall  wc  hear  that  once 
moft  fweet  and  charming  voice,  which  in  fo  pleafant  and 
affectionate  a  ftrain  did  found  forth  words  of  peace  and 
9 Cor. T.fio.  comfort  in  our  ears;  that  fo  kindly  invited  us  to  reconci- 
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lifttieii,  fe  inoekly  fued  us  ta  a  onApliaiice  with  him^  fo  SERBf. 
fibemllf  offiMed  to  us  the  bed  thixtgs  in  tlie  world  upon  fo  XXXIll. 
gentto  term9>  new  only  uttering  toward  us  bitter  com<> 
plaints  AhA  fero  rebukes;  thundering  forth  words  of  in- 
digBBtien  and  tenor,  denouncing  moft  horrible  menaces 
sAd  ourie#  upon  us. 

Thiii>,  and  10  fuch  purpofes^  is  Jefus  our  Lord  appointed 
to  bd  our  Judge  1  I  ihall  only  Ikrther  touch  the  manner  of 
hb  ^estodfiiig  and  ^ikecuting  this  office,  or  the  way  of  hk 
addraff  and  pioceecKng  thereto ;  the  which  in  holy  Script 
tiMi  (for  the  begeiting  fai  us  a  regard,  veneratioi^  and 
awe  fuhable  thtttflo)  is  deibribed  to  be  with  grtatcrft 
g^ory^  ftate,  and  iblemnity.    Our  Lord  came  once  in  a 
meek  humility  to  fhew  us  our  duty,  but  he  (hall  come 
agidn  with  a  dreadiU  majeft^'  to  exa^  an  account  thereof; 
taking  1m$  progrefs  frmn  th^  higheft  heaveiis  in  moft  royal  f^iffid^tf, 
magnificent  ^inpage,  attended  upon  with  a  numerous,  or   ^  *'"*^'« 
witl^  Be  numberkfi,  and  moH  poni^us  train  of  angels^ 
{wiik  irff  iiid  hofy  angehy  it  is  exprefsly  faid,)  accompanied  Matt.  ixt. 
witk  triumphal  ihovts  and  acclamations ;  a  trumpet  of]\^^^  ^^- 
6od,  (diat  is,  a  wbnderfnfly  and  unconeeivably  fonorous  1  Thef.  \r. 
tranapet,  bkiw&>  as  it  were,  by  the  mouth  of  Cxod,)  and  /A^a  Thef.i.  7. 
wke  ef  dm  archangel  refounding  before  him  an  univerfal 
fumnaons,  with  a  noife  fo  loud  and  piercing,  as  (hall  im-^ 
mecKatdy,  m  a  moment j  m  the  twinkling  of  an  eye^  (hake  1  Cor  xr. 
all  the  earth,  and  roufe  all  the  dead  out  of  their  mortal  ^^' 
flomber ;  the  irreiiftible  breath  of  thai  all-powerful  toice 
wafting  them,  together  with  all  furviving  peopte^  through  1  Thcf.  ir. 
the  clouds  ihto  the  prefence  of  their  Judge,  confpicuoufly  JJ^^ 
feated- in  moA:  glorious  ftate  upon  his  royal  tribunal.  3i* 

This  fame  Jefut^  faid  the  two  angels  to  the  ApoftIes,A£ls  i.  u. 
expreffing  this  matter  in  the  moft  (imple  and  plam  man- 
ner, fkall  come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  feen  him  go  into 
heaven  t  a  cloud  took  him  up  from  their  eyes  then,  and  the 
ckmds,  as  they  imply,  (hould  reftore  him  to  their  fight ; 
for.  Behold,  fidth  St.  John,  he  cometh  with  the  clouds;  and  Rev.  i.  7. 
every  eyejhallfee  him :  and.  They  fkall  fee  the  Son  o/^wan^o^xvL^eV. 
coming  upon  the  clouds  of  heaven  in  power  and  great  glory;  w*"-  *«v- 
and,  IFhen  the  Son  of  yuan  Jhall  come  in  his  glory y  and  all  a  xhcf.  i. 

J7. 
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SERM.  '^  *^'y  angels  with  him^  then  Jhall  he  Jit  upem  the  ihtone 

XXXIII.  of  his  glory,  faith  our  Lord  himfelf  fomewbat  more  cx- 

plicitly :  but   St.  Paul  with  moft  pun&uality  defcribeth 

1  Theft  IT.  the  manner  of  his  appearance;  The  Lord,  faith  h^Jkall 

^^-  defcend  from  heaven  with  a  Jhout,  (w  )cfXf(Krf««n-i,  with  an 

59.        '   exciting  or  commanding  fummons,)  with  the  voice  of  am 

archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God;  and  the  dead  in 

Chriftjhall  rifejirji :  then  we,  which  are  aUue  and  remain, 

JkaU  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet 

the  Lord  in  the  air;  andfojhall  we  ever  he  with  the  Lordm 

In  fuch  manner,  to  the  purpofe  of*  exciting  due  refpe& 

and  dread  within  us,  is  our  Lord  reprefented  at  the  end  of 

the  world  to  come  down  from  heaven,  for  the  exercifii^ 

this  judgment. 

III.  I  proceed  to  the  laft  particular  obferved  in  the 
text,  which  is  the  objects,  or  the  extent  of  the  judgment 
ordained :  whom  is  our  Lord  ordained  to  judge  ?  how 
many  (hall  they  be  ?  It  is  refolved;  aU,  without  exception; 
exprefled  here  by  the  words  quick  and  dead:  and  other- 
3 Tim. IT.  1. where  by  St.  Paul;  I  charge  thee,{^\h  he  to  Timothy, 
^m.jsv,9.iefore  God  and  the  LordJefus  Chriji,  who  Jhall  judge  the 
quick  and  dead  at  his  appearing  and  his  kingdom :  and  by 
1  Pet.  It.  5.  St.  Peter  likewife ;    fVho,  fafth  he,  concerning  profane 
men,  Jhall  render  an  account  to  him  that  is  ready  to  judge 
both  the  quick  and  dead :  which  places  evidently  do  con- 
firm the  truth  of  the  proportion,  that  all  men  are  ob- 
noxious and  {hall  be  fubjeSed  to  this  judgment ;  but  yet 
fo  that  the  words  themfelves,  quick  and  dead,  may  feem 
to  need  fome  explication ;  for  it  being  a  conmion  law,  to 
which  all  men  by  nature,  fuch  as  it  now  fiands,  after  the 
Heb.iz.sr.curfe,  are  fubje^  to  imdergo  death;  for  thence  it  is,  as 
rfti!*lxxxix.  t^^  Apoftle  faith,  appointed  for  men  once  to  die,  and  after 
<••  death  judgment ;  and,  fVhat  man  is  he,  faith  the  Pfalmift, 

thai  Jhall  not  fee  death  P  and  that  being  fo,  why  (hould 
not  the  dead  comprehend  all  that  are  to  be  judged  ?  ac- 
RcT.xx.is.cordingly  as  we  fee  it  expreffed  in  the  Revelation;  If  aw 
the  dead,  great  and  fmall,  flanding  before  God — and  the 
dead  uere  Judged  for  the  things  written  in  the  books,  ac^ 
cording  to  their  works.    The  dead  were  judged;  no  men- 
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lion  is  made  of  the  living:  wherefore,  to  evade  this  ob-  SERM. 
jeAion,  fome  have  interpreted  the  dead  and  living,  not  for  XXXIIL 
a  diftin£kion  of  perfons,  but  of  parts  in  men ;  of  the  living 
fouls  and  dead  bodies  of  men :  others  have  taken  the 
words  as  (ignifying  metaphorically  the  livings  that  is, 
righteous  men,  fay  they,  or  perfons  endued  vtrith  a  fpiri- 
toal  life;  and  the  dead,  that  is,  perfons  dead  in  tre/paJisEph,Vu  i. 
andjinsy  or  void  of  fpiritual  fenfe  and  adivity.  But  the 
difficulty  is  not  fo  mighty  as  to  force  us  upon  fo  re- 
mote and  abfonous  interpretations,  St.  Paul  having  plainly 
CDOagh  (hewed  us  how  to  underftand  his  words,  and  how 
to  folve  the  knot  propounded ;  that  by  the  living  are  to 
be  underftood  thofe  who  (hall  be  found,  as  it  were  fur- 
prifed,  alive  at  our  Lord's  coming;  by  the  dead,  all  other 
perfons,  who,  from  the  beginning  before  that  time,  had 
deceafed,  and  (hould  be  raifed  up  at  the  found  of  the  laft 
trump ;  This  we  fay  to  you,  faith  he  to  the  TheiTalonians^,  1  Their,  it. 
in  the  word  of  the  Lardy  that  we  which  livCj  remaining  at^^' 
the  pre/ence  of  the  Lord,  Jhall  not  prevent  them  which  are 
afieep.  Our  Lord  is  therefore  fuppofed  by  the  Apoftle  to 
find  fome  alive  at  his  coming ;  wherefore,  that  which  is 
affirmed  concerning  all  men  being  appointed  to  tafte  death, 
(Bbing  otherwife,  as  the  inftances  of  Enoch  and  Elias 
(hew,  liable  to  exception,)  is  to  be  underftood,  by  a  fyn- 
ecdoche  very  ordinary  in  fuch  cafes,  for  the  incom- 
parably greater  part  of  men;  for  all  indeed,  but  one  gene- 
ration ;  or  with  this  abatement,  all  but  thofe  whofe  death 
(hall  be  prevented  by  our  Lord's  appearance;  (the  which 
is  fet  out  as  very  fudden  and  unexpected,  like  the  coming 
of  a  thief  in  the  night ;)  even  thofe  men  alfo  being  in  na- 
ture and  condition  mortal  like  others,  although  accident- 
ally thus  efcaping  the  adual  firoke  of  death.  Neither 
Audi  even  thofe  perfons  be  fo  exempted  from  death,  but 
that  they  muft  undergo  fomewhat  equivalent  thereto ;  a 
change,  which  (hall  render  them  alike  prepared  for  judg- 
ment with  thofe  wno  had  undergone  death  ;  for.  Behold,  1  Cor.  xx. 
fiuth  St.  Paul  again  to  the  Corinthians,  /  tell  you  a  myjie-  **• 
ry;  Wefhall  not  all  fall  afleep,  hut  we  Jhall  all  he  changed, 
in  an  in/lant,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye :  which  wonk 
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SERM.  alone  do  with  fufficient  evidence  declare  the  meaning  of 
XXXIII.  ^hig  di(lin£lion  between  quick  and  dead.  The  fum  is,  that 
all  perfons^  none  exceptedj  of  what  condition  or  quality, 
what  nation  or  time,  what  fex  or  what  age  foever,  ihall 
be  expofed  to  the  judgment ;  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
wife  and  fimple,  learned  and  ignorant,  good  and  bad;  the 
mightieft  princes  and  lords,  no  lefs  than  the  meaneft  fub- 
je£ls  and  (laves ;  the  fubtleft  fiatefmen  and  deepeft  fcho- 
lars,  no  lefs  than  the  fiUieft  idiots :  in  a  word,  moft  uni* 
verlally  all  without  any  diftindion,  any  privilege,  any 
acceptance  of  perfons,  all  and  every  one  muft  certainly 
appear  at  this  bar,  muft  undergo  this  trial,  muft  here  le- 
x^ive  their  fentence  and  doom,  muft  undergo  reward  or 
punifhment  accordingly. 

IV.  The  doctrinal  part  I  have  thus  gone  through  of 
this  grand  point ;  it  remaineth  to  make  fome  applicaticni 
thereof.  The  confidering  it  is  indeed  moft  nece&ry,  ^nd 
exceedingly  profitable  in  many  refpe£ls  :  there  is  no  kind 
of  virtue  or  good  pra6tice,  which  the  ferious  confideration 
•thereof  is  not  apt  to  produce ;  no  good  afieAion,  ^^K^iich 
it  may  not  ferve  to  excite ;  no  good  duty,  to  which  it  doth 
not  powerfully  engage  us :  there  is  likewife  no  ill  paffion, 
which  it  may  not  help  to  quell  or  reprefs ;  no  bad  defl^ 
or  afiion,  which  it  may  not  effe&ually  deter  or  diicou- 
rage  us  from.  Of  fo  many  particular  ufes  I  (hall  only 
touch  thofe  which  are  moft  obvious;  efpecially  thofe  unto 
which  the  Scripture  doth  exprefsly  apply  the  confidera- 
tion  thereof. 

I.  It  greatly  doth  engage  us  to  be  very  circumfped  in 

all  our  converfation,  and  vigilant  over  our  ways ;  for  fince 

by  irreverfible  decree  it  is  appointed,  that  we  muft  render 

an  account  of  every  thought  arifing  in  our  mind,  (at  leaft 

of  thofe  which  find  harbour  and  entertainment  there;)  of 

every  word  that  pafleth  through  our  mouth;  of  every 

aAion  which  we  do  undertake;  what  exceeding  reafon 

Matt.  XXV.  have  we,  with  moft  attentive  and  accurate  regard,  to  mind 

42,44*'^     whatever  we  do?   Since  it  is  certain,  that  for  all  thefe 

things  we  fiiall  be  judged,  but  uncertain  to  us  when  we 

Rev.iii.a.  (ball  be  called  thereto;  haw  watchful  are  we  co&cemed 

svi.  15. 
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to  be,  that  we  be  not  furprifed,  and  found  unready  to  SERM, 
yield  a  good  account :  how  obfervant  in  all  reafon  (hould  XXXIII. 
we  be  of  our  Lord's  admonition  in  the  Gofpel ;  tVatch,  ~~~"~" 
/or  ye  do  not  know  the  rfay,  nor  the  hour,  when  the  Son  of 
man  cometh  :  how  afTeded  (liould  we  be  with  that  warn* 
bg,  or  menace,  in  the  Revelation ;  If  thou  doji  not  watch j 
IfiiaU  come  upon  thee  as  a  thief  and  thou  Jhalt  not  know 
when  I  come  upon  thee  !  It  may  be,  as  we  fee  intimated^ 
the  next  day,  for  all  we  can  know,  or  the  next  hour,  when 
death  feizing  on  us  (hall  carry  us  into  that  prifon  or  place 
of  durance,  where  we  (hall  be  detained  until  the  time  of 
our  being  prefented  at  the  bar ;  and  what  an  unexprcflible 
mifery  then  will  it  be,  to  be  found  unprepared  for  the  trial, 
and  unable  to  render  a  good  account !    If  we  be  quite 
afleep,  in  a  total  negle^l  of  our  duty;  or  if  we  be  drowfy, 
in  a  carelefs  and  fluggifh  performance  thereof;  or  if  our 
fimfes  reft  amufed  upon  other  cares  and  buiineiTes  imper^ 
dnent  to  this  account ;  in  what  an  extreme  danger  do  we 
I  as  our  Saviour  again  doth  warn,  advifing  thus; 


Take  lieed  to  your/elves,  left  at  any  time  your  hearts  he  over-  Luke  xxi. 
charged  uHihfurfeiting,  and  drunkennefsy  and  cares  of  this  i  'ThcW,  ▼. 
fi/e^  andfo  that  day  come  upon  you  unawares.    You  know  ^* 
what  the  fortune  was  of  the  fooliih  Virgins,  whofe  fampjMatt.  zzv« 
were  gone  out  for  want  of  oil;  that  is,  whofe  fouls  were** 
deftitute  of  true  goodnefs,  and  whofe  lives  confequently 
did  not  Oune  with  good  works ;  how,  being  furprifed  in 
that  cafe  by  the  Bridegroom's  coming,  they  were  unfit  to 
meet  him,  they  were  excluded  from  his  favour,  they  were 
rgefted  with  an,  I  know  you  not.   The  like  fate  you  know  Matt.  zzi^. 


of  that  bad  fervant,  who  faying  in  his  heart.  My  Lord  de^  l^ij^ 
layeth  to  come,  (that  is,  not  believing,  or  not  confidering^^* 
his  ftate  in  relation  to  the  future  judgment,)  began  to  heat 
his  feUowfervantSj  and  to  eat  and  drink  with  the  drunken; 
(that  is,  did  live  in  the  pra6tice  of  injuftiee,  uncharitable- 
nefi,  and  intemperance ;)  his  fate  fhall  be  this ;  The  Lord 
of  that  fervant  will  come  in  a  day  when  he  looketh  not  for 
him,  and  in  an  hour  that  he  is  not  aware  of  and  fhall  cut 
him  ajimder,  and  appoint  his  portion  with  the  hypocrites  r 
nhe  fiune^  if  we  do  live  in  gro&  negle£t,  or  in  heinous  vio- 
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SERM.  latiofi  of  our  duty,  will  be  our  doom.   Lei  therefore  (MM 

XXXIII.  our  LfOrd  again  doth  enjoin  and  inculcate)  our  laini  be 

Luke  xii.    gilded  about f  and  our  lamps  burning;  and  we  owfelves  Uke 

85, 36.       fnen  thai  wait  for  their  Lord,  when  he  will  return  from  the 

wedding;  thai  when  he  comelh,  we  may  open  unto  Aim  m^ 

1  Pet.i.  19*  mediately.     Let  usy  a»  St.  Peter  exhorteth,  gird  up  the 

ioins  of'  our  mind,  be  Jbber,  and  hope  to  the  end  for  the 

grace  that  (ki  cafe  of  our  faithful  and  conftant  obedience) 

jfhall  be  brought  unto  us  at  the  revelation  ofJefiiS  Chrift, 

9  Pet.  iii.    In  fine,  confidering  thefe  things,  what  manner  of  perfons 

^^  then  ought  we  to  be  in  all  holy  eonverfation  and  godline/Sf 

looking  for  and  hqfting  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  f  at 

that  great  Apodle  doth  again  admonifh  uid  argue. 

%.  The  confideration  of  this  point  is  the  mod  efleSluail 
means  poflible  to  beget  and  preferve  fincerity  in  us ;  dif* 
pofing  us  to  live  fimply,  without  diflimulation  or  dec^, 
(peaking  as  we  think,  doing  what  we  profefs,  peribrminj^ 
what  we  proniife,  being  as  we  feem ;  for,  feeing  our  hearts 
muil  be  thoroughly  fearched  and  fifted;  fince  our  moft 
retired  thoughts  muft  be  difclofed ;  fince  our  moft  fecret 
defigns  and  our  defires  muft  come  to  light,  and  be  ex<- 
pofed  to  the  public  view  of  angels  and  men ;  fince  the 
day  approacheth,  when  (all  vizards  being  taken  ofi^  all 
varnifli  of  pretence  being  wiped  away)  every  perfon  {ball 
appear  ftark  naked  in  his  own  true  (hape  and  colours; 
every  thing  (hall  feem  what  it  really  is,  divefted  of  falfe 
glofles,  what  profit  can  it  be  now  to  diflemble,  to  conceal^ 
or  to  difguife  our  thoughts  or  doings  ?  To  what  purpofe 
doth  it  ferve  to  palliate  our  ambitious  or  covetous  intents 
with  fpecious  garbs  of  zeal  or  confcience  ?  What  comibrt 
can  we  find  in  driving  on  our  felf-interefts,  or  fatisfying 
our  private  refentments,  in  difturbing  the  peace  of  man- 
kind, or  fomenting  ftirs  and  factions  in  the  world  under 
fuch  maiks  ?  What  a  folly  is  it  to  delude  men  with  falfe 
appearances,  or  rather  by  them  to  abufe  themfelves ;  fee- 
ing they  foon  will  be  rightly  informed,  and  we  grieroufly 
difgraced  for  it  ?  What  other  fatisfa6lion  indeed  can  we 
have,  than  in  real  goodnefs  and  pure  integrity  in  heart 
and  life  \  whereby  we  may  now  approve  our  confciencet 
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tmto  Gedj  and  fhall  afterward  by  his  iinqueftionable  judg-  SfiRM. 
ment  be  approved  to  all  the  world  ?  our  true  wifdom  is  XXXIf  L 
to  be  MlXucpmlf  xa)  enrp&ntoiruy  as  St.  Paul  fpeakethj  that 
\%jjimple  and  inoffenjive  toward  the  day  ofChri/i;  that  is,  Phil.  i.  10. 
without  any  indireA  regard  or  detign,  oonfcionably  to 
perform  our  duty  toward  God  and  man,  in  order  to  the 
lendering  a  good  account  at  the  laft  judgment ;  our  beft 
oonifort  will  prove  that  of  St.  Paul — the  tejiimony  of  our^  Cor.  i.  10. 
confcience^  that  infmplicity  and  godly  fncerity,  not  with 
fiejhly  wifdonij  but  by  tlie  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our 
tmverfation  in  the  world* 

3.  The  eonfideration  of  this  point  fhould  render  us  very 
ibber  and  ferious  in  all  our  thoughts,  our  opinions,  our 
afiedions,  our  a£tions ;  fupprefling  all  proud  and  haughty 
conceits,  all  admiration  of  thefe  tranlitory  things,  all  vi- 
dou8  excefles,  all  vain  curiofities,  all  wanton  joys  and 
fiuisfiei&ioils :  for, 

Why  fhould  any  apprehenfion  of  worldly  ftate,  of 
wealth,  of  honour,  of  wit,  of  any  natural  or  acquired  en- 
downoent,  puflF  up  our  minds,  feeing  the  day  is  near  at 
hand,  which  in  thefe  regards  will  quite  level  men,  and  fet 
them  all  upon  even  ground  before  an  impart!^  bar,  where 
no  fuch  things  (hall  be  had  in  any  eonfideration  or  regard; 
when  all  fecular  and  external  advantages  being  laid  afide, 
-the  moral  4}ualities  of  men  only  fhall  be  taxed  and  efti- 
mated;^  a  day  wherein  all  thefe  admired  vanities  fhall 
•Tanifh  into  nothing ;  all  our  empty  tumours  fhall  be  de- 
prefled;  all  the  fond  arrogance  of  man  fhall  be  confound^ 
ed;  fo  that  the  proud  and  profane,  ones  of  the  world 
fhall  be  conflrained  to  fay  after  the  Wife  Man,  W^Aa/Wiid.T. «, 
hath  pride  profited  us?  or  what  good  hath  riches  with  our^' 
vaunting  brought  us?  All  thefe  things  are  pajfed  away  as  a 
fhmdcwy  and  as  a  poji  that  hajled  by. 

And  why  fhould  we  much  value  thofe  fplendid  toys,  or 
•  that  fordid  trafh,  which  men  here  do  fo  eagerly  fcrape, 
and  fcramble,  and  fcufHe  for ;  which  then  evidently  will 

%f^  VSJinrm^tt  Unu  fufn.     Cktyf.  im  Matt.  svii.  9. 
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SERM.  be  diicountenancedi  will  at  lead  appear  worthlefs  and  un- 
XXXIII.  profitable  to  us  ?  what  indeed  in  this  world,  fuppofiog 
""'  this  judgment,  being  truly  rated,  can  feem  great,  or  wor- 

thy to  aiTeA  us  ? 

And  why,  having  afiairs  on  foot  of  fo  immenfely  vaft  im- 
portance, (hould  we  amufe  ourfelves  with  trivial  matters^ 
impertinent  at  lead,  if  not  prejudicial  to  our  main  accounta? 
And  how  (hall  we  dare  to  embrace  the  ferpent  of  finful 
excefs,  confidering,  befide  the  poifon  in  its  body,  what  a 
dreadful  fling  it  carrieth  in  the  tail  thereof ;  how  thefe 
flalhes  of  pleafure  do  kindle  a  flame,  that  will  fcorch  us 
to  eternity  ?  One  thought  of  judgment  mixed  with  any 
bruti(h  enjoyments  were  enough,  one  would  think,  to 
allay  their  fweetnefs,  to  render  them  indeed  not  only  m- 
fipid,  but  diftafteful  and  bitter  to  us. 

And  how  can  we  be  cafily  tranfported  into  wild  merri- 
ments, fuffering  our  minds  to  be  ruffled,  and  the  tone  of 
our  reaibn  to  be  flackened  by  them,  if  we  confider  bow 
infinitely  ferious  bufinefs  lieth  upon  us  ;  what  a  difmal 
hazard  we  (land  in,  how  nearly  our  everlading  welfaxe 
lieth  at  (lake  ?  If  here  in  this  world  we  were  bound  im 
few  days  to  undergo  a  trial  concerning  our  life,  all  oor 
eftate,  and  all  our  reputation,  we  ihould  deem  it  feafon- 
able  to  be  fomewhat  intent,  to  be  indeed  very  folicitous 
about  what  we  ihould  plead,  and  how  we  (hould  get  off  j 
rather  than  to  be  lightly  fporting  at,  and  loofening  oiu 
minds  in  little  pleafant  humours ;  much  more  rather  than 
to  be  loofing  our  minds,  and  bani(hing  all  ibber  thoughti 
away  in  exorbitant  frolicks  :  extremely  wild  or  (hipic 
would  he  feem,  who  in  fuch  a  cafe  (hould  fo  behave  him- 
felf :  it  is  plainly  the  cafe  of  us  all,  in  a  degree  infiniiel] 
more  high  than  we  can  fuppofe  any  other  to  be  :  where- 
fore reflefUng  thereon  (hould,  methinks,  qua(h  all  extravar 
gant  and  diffolute  mirth,  apt  to  beat  out  of  our  minds  am 
hearts  the  care  of  our  fouls ;  (liould  compole  our  mind; 
into  a  very  ferious  frame;  (hould  prefently  drive  us  into 
and  conftantly  hold  us  in,  a  fober  fadnefs  of  heart ;  it  is  i 
duty  which  both  in  wifdom  and  piety  we  do  owe  to  thi 
s  Cor. ▼.  11.  great  matter,  {the  terror  of  the  Lord,  as  St.  Paul  calletl 
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itf)  to  fear  and  dread  it:  with  which  difpofition  of  fpirit  SERM. 
exceffive  tranfports  of  carnal  joy  are  fcarce  confident :  XXXIIL 
however  let  us  hear  (let  us,  I  fay,  whofe  fpirits  are  high,  "•■"■"■"""" 
and  fancies  ftrong,  hear)  what  the  great  obferver  of  the 
world,  the  Preacher,  doth  admonifli ;  Rejoice,  faith  he,  0  Ecclcf.xi.9. 
ytmng  man,  in  thy  youth;  and  let  thy  heart  cheer  thee  in 
the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  walk  in  tlie  ways  of  thine 
heart,  and  in  the^hl  of  thine  eyes :  hut  know,  that  for  all 
thefe  things  God  will  bring  thee  to  judgment. 

4*  The  confideration  of  this  point  (hould  engage  us 
carefully  to  improve  all  the  talents  by  God's  providence 
and  gp'ace  committed  to  us;  that  is,  all  the  means  and 
abilities,  all  the  advantages  and  opportunities  afforded  us 
of  doing  good,  or  ferving  God.  Hath  God  beftowed 
wealth  upon  us  ?  this  will  engage  us  fo  to  ufe  it,  as  not 
therewith  to  cherifli  our  pride,  or  pamper  our  luxury,  not 
merely  to  gratify  our  pleafure  or  humour ;  but  to  expend 
it  in  fuccouring  our  indigent  neighbour,  or  otherwife  pro- 
moting God's  fervice.  Hath  God  invefied  us  with  power? 
this  (hould  induce  us  to  ufe  it  moderately  and  fruitfully ; 
not  therewith  to  domineer  or  infult  over  our  brethren, 
not  anywife  to  wrong  or  mifufe  them  ;  but  to  yield  pro- 
te^on,  aid,  and  comfort  to  them ;  to  afford  patronage 
and  fuccour  to  right;  to  minifter  encouragement,  fupport, 
and  defence  to  virtue ;  remembering  thai  we  liave  alfo  a  Eph.  vi.  9* 
Lord  in  heaven,  and  a  judge,  to  whom  we  mufl  be  ac 
countable.  Hath  God  vouchfafed  us  any  parts,  any  wit, 
any  knowledge  ?  this  (hould  move  us  to  employ  them, 
not  fo  much  in  contriving  projects  to  advance  our  own 
petty  interefls,  or  in  procuring  vain  commendation  to 
ourfelves,  as  in  fetting  forth  God's  praife,  in  recommend- 
ing goodnefs,  in  drawing  men  with  the  moft  advantage 
we  can  to  the  pra£lice  of  \drtue  and  piety.  Hath  God 
conferred  on  us  any  thing  of  honour  or  credit  among 
men  ?  this  may  oblige  us  not  to  build  high  conceits  upon 
it,  or  to  find  vain  complacences  therein ;  but  to  ufe  it  as 
an  inflrument  of  bringing  honour  to  God,  of  minidering 
aid  or  countenance  to  the  interefts  of  piety :  to  thofe  pur*- 
pofes,  I  (ay,  this  confideration  greatly  ferveth  j  for  that  it*  ,    -  . 
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3IiRM.  is  plainly  declared,  that  we  are  bui  ftewards  oF  thefe 
tXXIII.  things,  having  received  ihem  in  truft,  not  to  ufe  them 
according  lo  our  pleafure,  but  to  employ  them  with  the 
■bell  advantage  for  God's  fervice;  and  accordingly  fliall  in 
the  lad  judgment  be  flridlly  accountable  for  them;  16  that 
if  we  have  embezzled  or  perverted  them  to  abule,  it  will 
then  appear  far  worfe  for  us,  than  if  we  never  had  re- 
ceived them ;  much  belter  indeed  it  will  be  for  us,  that 
we  had  been  pooreft  beggars,  fillicft  idiots,  moft  def- 
pieable  wretches  here,  than  not  to  have  duly  improved 
our  wealth,  parts,  and  honour  to  God's  iervice;  To  whom- 
Jlever  much  is  given,  from  him  muchjhall  be  required,  is 
the  rule  that  punflually  in  that  great  audit  will  be  ob- 
I'crved. 

5.  The  confideration  of  this  point  may  induce  us  to  the 
obfcrving  ftrift  jullice  and  equity  in  all  our  dealings: 
there  are  in  this  world  many  advantages  of  doing  injury 
and  iniquity  fafely  in  rcfpeft  to  men  ;  without  intrenching 
upon  himian  laws,  without  incurring  any  check,  or  any 
correfVion  from  them  ;  they  reach  to  very  few  cales,  they 
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his  brother  in  any  matter,  ^tirt  ixhxos  6  Kuptog  mtg)  marrwt  SERM. 
Toiomw^  hecavfe  God  will  judge  and  avenge  for  all  thefe  XXXIII. 
things;  fo  that,  as  the  fiime  Apoftle  teacheth  us,  the  un-^couwug. 
juft,  the  wrongful,  the  revilers^  the  rapacious,  Jhall  not  in^ 
herit  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  that  day  will  dete6l  all  wicked 
fraud  and  cozenage,  will  defeat  all  unjud  might  and  op- 
preffion;  no  power  (hall  be  able  to  break  through,  no 
wit  (hall  (kill  to  decline,  no  friendlhip  or  favour  will  help 
to  keep   oflF  the   impartial  fentence  and   the  irrefiftible 
ftroke  of  that  judgment ;  There  is  no  darknefs  orjhadow  of  Job  xxxit. 
ieathj  where  the  workers  of  iniquity  may  hide  themfelves^^' 
from  being  deteded,  from  being  profecuted  and  puniihed. 
The  poor,  the  meek,  the  fimple,  who  rather  choofe  to 
fuflfer  than  do  wrong,  (hall  there  find  a  certain  patronage 
and  a  full  redrefs;   that  flri£):  abflinence  from   wrong, 
which  here  may  pafs  for  (implicity,  ihall  then  be  approved 
for  the  bed  wifdom ;  and  this  overreaching  craft,  which 
now  men  are  fo  conceited  of,  will  then  appear  wretched 
folly,  when  all  ill-gotten  profits  with  (hameful  regret  fhall 
in  eiTed  be  refunded,  yea  (hall  bring  grievous  damages 
and  fore  penalties  for  them  :  in  fine,  then  it  will  be  mod 
evident,  that  he  who  injure th  another  doth  indeed  chiefly 
hurthimfelf;  he  that  cheateth  his  neighbour  doth  really 
gull  himfelf,  and  abufe  his  own  foul. 

6.  The  confideration  of  this  point  is  apt  to  breed  cha- 
rity in  us ;  charity  of  all  forts ;  charity  in  giving,  charity 
b  forgiving,  charity  in  judging  and  cenfuring  of  men. 

I.  It  (hould  incline  us  freely  to  impart  our  goods,  and 

to  contribute  our  endeavours,  for  the  relief  of  our  poor 

neighbour;  for   that  the  laft  judgment  will  in  efpecial 

manner  proceed  upon  a  regard  to  the  performance  or  the 

negleft  of  this  duty :  it  (hall  be  the  teft  of  piety,  and  a 

ground  of  recompenfe  at  the  laft  day :  to  charitable  per- 

fons,  who  had  relieved  him   in  his  poor  brethren  and 

members,  our  Lord  himfelf  telleth  us,  that  he  will  fay, 

Becaufe  I  was  hungry y  and  ye  gave  me  meat;  I  was  thir/ly,  Matt.  xxv. 

and  ye  gave  me  drink]  I  was  ajlranger,  and  ye  took  me^^" 

in;  I  was  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me;  I  was  Jick,  and  ye 

vijited  me;  I  was  in  pri/hn,  and  ye  came  unto  me;  there- 
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SERM.  is  plainly  declared^  that  we  are  but  ftewards  oF  thefe 
XXXIII.  things,  having  received  them  in  truft,  not  to  ufc  them 
Matt.  xzv.  according  to  our  pleafure,  but  to  employ  them  with  the 
i4.uiv.45.i>e(l  advantage  for  God's  fervice;  and  accordingly  (hall  in 
the  laft  judgment  be  ftridly  accountable  for  them;  io  that 
if  we  have  embezzled  or  perverted  them  to  abufe»  it  will 
then  appear  far  worfe  for  us,  than  if  we  never  had  re- 
ceived them  5  much  better  indeed  it  wUl  be  for  us,  that 
we  had  been  pooreft  beggars,  fillieft  idiots,  moft  def- 
picable  wretches  here,  than  not  to  have  duly  improved 
Luke  xii.    our  wealth,  parts,  and  honour  to  God's  fervice;  To  whom- 
**•  Joever  much  is  given^from  him  muchjhall  he  requiredfis 

the  rule  that  pun3:ually  in  that  great  audit  will  be  ob- 
ferved. 

5.  The  confideration  of  this  point  may  induce  us  to  the 
obferving  flri£t  julUce  and  equity  in  all  our  dealings: 
there  are  in  this  world  many  advantages  of  doing  injury 
and  iniquity  fafely  in  refpe£t  to  men ;  without  intrenching 
upon  human  laws,  without  incurring  any  check,  or  any 
correftion  from  them ;  they  reach  to  very  few  cafes,  they 
retrench  only  fome  great  outrages,  and  punifh  fome  enor- 
nK>us  crimes,  apparently  noxious  to  the  peace  or  welfare 
of  common  fociety  ;  ^  the  ftrokc  of  human  law  may  alfo 
(even  where  it  taketh  cognizance,  where  it  maketh  pro- 
vifion  to  fecure  right,  or  repair  wrong)  often  be  evaded 
by  power,  or  eluded  by  fleight,  by  gift,  by  favour:  but  as 
the  divine  law  doth  extend  univerfally  to  the  prohibition 
of  all  iniquity  whatever,  (fmall  as  well  as  great,  fecret  no 
lefs  than  vifible,)  fo  the  divine  judgment  inevitably  will 
reach  to  all :  the  leaft  wrongful  word,  by  which  we  hurt 
the  good  name  of  our  neighbour,  the  leaft  exa£tion  or 
hard  dealing  with  him,  the  leaft  overreaching  him  by 
craft,  (however  blamelefs  thefe  things  may  feem  here, 
however  they  may  pafs  with  commendation,  as  inftances 
of  wit  or  ability,)  will  furcly  then  be  condemned  and  pu- 
1  TlicfT.  iv.  niftied  $  Let  no  tnan,  faith  St.  Paul,  go  beyond  and  defraud 

6. 

*  Quam  angufta  innocentta  eft,  ad  legem  bonum  tfCc,  quanta  latius  offi- 
dorompatrt,  qaam  juris  regula?  Sen.  dt  Ir.  ii.  97. 
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his  brother  in  any  matter,  ^tori  txSixo;  6  Kupiog  vig)  wrrwv  SERM. 
Toievnw,  lecavfe  God  will  judge  and  avenge  for  all  thefe  XXXIII. 
things;  fo  that,  as  the  fiime  Apodle  teacheth  us,  the  ttw-aCor.Yi.9,. 
jufty  the  u/rongful,  the  revilers^  the  rapacious^  Jhall  not  in^ 
berit  tlie  kingdom  of  God ;  that  day  will  dete6l  all  wicked 
fraud  and  cozenage,  will  defeat  all  unjuft  might  and  op- 
preifion;  no  power  (hall  be  able  to  break  through,  no 
wit  (hall  (kill  to  decline,  no  friendihip  or  favour  will  help 
to  keep   oflF  the   impartial  fentence  and   the  irrefiftible 
ftroke  of  that  judgment;  There  is  no  darknefs  orfhadow  of  Job  xxxIt. 
death,  where  the  workers  of  iniquity  may  hide  thcmfelves^^' 
from  being  deteded,  from  being  profecuted  and  puniibed. 
The  poor,  the  meek,  the  fimple,  who  rather  choofe  to 
fuflfer  than  do  wrong,  (hall  there  find  a  certain  patronage 
and  a  full  redrefs;   that  flri£):  abflinence  from   wrong, 
which  here  may  pafs  for  (implicity,  (hall  then  be  approved 
for  the  beft  wifdom ;  and  this  overreaching  craft,  which 
now  men  are  fo  conceited  of,  will  then  appear  wretched 
folly,  when  all  ill-gotten  profits  with  (hameful  regret  (hall 
in  eflfed  be  refunded,  yea  (hall  bring  grievous  damages 
and  fore  penalties  for  them :  in  fine,  then  it  will  be  moft 
evident,  that  he  who  injureth  another  doth  indeed  chiefly 
hurt  himfelf ;  he  that  cheateth  his  neighbour  doth  really 
gull  himfelf,  and  abufe  his  own  foul. 

6.  The  confideration  of  this  point  is  apt  to  breed  cha- 
rity in  us ;  cliarity  of  all  forts ;  charity  in  giving,  charity 
in  forgiving,  charity  in  judging  and  cenfuring  of  men. 

I.  It  (hould  incline  us  freely  to  impart  our  goods,  and 
to  contribute  our  endeavours,  for  the  relief  of  our  poor 
neighbour;  for  that  the  laft  judgment  will  in  efpecial 
manner  proceed  upon  a  regard  to  the  performance  or  the 
negleA  of  this  duty :  it  (hall  be  the  teft  of  piety,  and  a 
ground  of  recompenfe  at  the  laft  day :  to  charitable  per- 
ibns,  who  had  relieved  him  in  his  poor  brethren  and 
members,  our  Lord  himfelf  telleth  us,  that  he  will  fay, 
Becaufe  I  was  hungry,  and  ye  gave  me  meat;  I  was  thir/iy.  Matt,  xxv. 
and  ye  gave  me  drink ;  I  was  a  Jlranger,  and  ye  took  me  ^*' 
in ;  I  was  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me;  I  was  fck,  and  ye 
vijited  me;  I  was  in  prifon,  and  ye  came  unto  me;  there^ 
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SERM.yw-tfj  Comef  ye  hlejjed  of  my  Father ^  enter  into  the  kingdom 
HXXlll.  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  To 
""""""""  theiQ,  who  contrarily  had  neglefted  to  fuccour  and  com- 
fort their  poor  brethren,  he  will  pronounce  the  con- 
Matt,  ixv.  trary  doom ;  Depart  from  me,  ye  curjed,  into  everlqfling 
**•  jJre,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels :  for  I  was  hun^ 

gry,  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat^  8cc.  And  what  argument  can 
tliere  be  imagined  more  forcible  to  engage  us  on  the 
practice  of  this  duty  ? 

2.  It  (hould  like  wife  difpofe  us  readily  to  forgive  all 
injuries  and  difcourteiies  received  firom  any  man :  for 
fince  we  (hall  at  that  trial  need  abundance  of  favour  and 
mercy  from  God,  we  (liould  in  all  reafon  and  duty  be 
willing  to  (hew  the  like  to  others  for  God's  fake  and  at 
his  command  3  efpecially  fince  he  hath  appointed  the 
doing  ib  for  an  indifpenfable  condition,  without  which  we 
(hall  not  receive  mercy  or  pardon  from  him ;  fo  that  in- 
iiEdlibly,  if  we  wUl  be  rigorous  and  hard  to  others  in 
this  cafe,  we  mull  expc6l  the  like  extremity  and  fe verity 
from  God :  for  the  laws  and  rules  of  God's  proceeding 

Junes  ii.  13.  then  are  thefe;  He  Jhall  have  judgment  without  mercy  ^ 

M^iuvlii.  that  hathjhewed  no  mercy  ^  If  ye  forgive  not  men  their 

trejpaffesy   neither  will  God  forgive  you  your  trefpaj/es : 

and  by  a  lively  example,  in  way  of  hiftory  or  parable,  our 

Lord  in  the  Gofpcl  hath  exprcfled  what  words  (in  cafe 

of  our  refuling  to  remit  to  our  neighbour  his  debts  and 

trefpaiTes  againft  us)  we  fliall  hear,  what  ufage  we  fhall 

Matt,  xviii.  find  at  that  day  ;  0  thou  wicked  fervant,  (will  God  fay  to 

®*'  any  fuch  unmerciful  j>crfon  of  us,)  I  forgave  thee  all  that 

debtf  becaufe  thou  defiredjl  me  ifhouldefl  not  thou  alfo  have 

had  compajjion  on  thy  felloufervant^  eifen  as  I  had  pity  on 

thee  P  And  the  Lord  was  wroth,  and  delivered  him  to  the 

tormentors f  till  hefhould  pay  all  that  was  due  unto  him* 

3.  It  likewife  ferveth  to  reftrahi  us  from  all  undue,  all 
ra(h  and  hardi  cenfure  concerning  the  perfons,  the  anions, 
the  ftate  of  our  neighbour;  whereby  we  do  invade  our 
Lord's  office,  making  ourfelves  judges  in  his  room ; 
whereby  we  ufurp  his  right,  exerciiing  jurifdi£iion  over 
his  fubje&s }  whereby  we  arrogate  to  ourfelves  his  attri- 
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butesy  who  alone  is  able  to  know  ancl  judge  rightly  ;  SERM. 
IThyy  faith  St.  Paul,  doji  thou  judge  iky  brother P  or  why  XXXIIL 
dqfi  thoufet  at  nought  thy  brother  P  we  Jhall  all  Jiand  at  ^^^    . — 
the  judgment  feat   of  Chrijl;  it  is  the  office  of  Chrift,  10. 
which  we  mull  not  encroach  upon:  and,  IVho  art  ihoUf^Qta,xYv.4* 
(doth  he  again  expoflulate)  that  judgefi  another's  fervant  P 
to  his  own  mqfler  he  Jiandeth  orfalleth.     We  wrong  our 
Lord,  in  afiiuning  authority  over  his  fervants  ;  we  wrong 
our  brethren,  in  making  ourfelves  their  mafters:   and. 
Judge  nothing   before  tlie  time,  faith  the  fame  Apoftle, 
ttfr/t7  the  Lord  come,  who  Jhall  enlighten  the  hidden  things 
ofdctrknefSj  and  manifeft  the  counfels  of  hearts.    We  blind 
wretches  in  eifed  do  make  ourfelves  gods,  and  facrilegi- 
oufly  ailert  his  incommunicable  perfections  to  ourfelves, 
when  we  prefume  to  fearch  the  hearts,  or  pretend  to 
know  the  fecret  intentions  of  our  brethren.    Again,  There  Jzme$  ir. 
is,  faith  another  Apoftle,  one  lawgiver,  who  can  fave  or  **' 
deftroy :  who  art  thou  that  judge/i  another  P  that  is,  how 
intolerably  raih,  unjuft,  and  arrogant  art  thou,  who  feateft 
thyfelf  upon  God's  tribunal,  and  thence  dofi  adventure  to 
pronounce  doom  upon  his  people  }  Did  we  indeed  well  '. 

confider  this  judgment,  we  (hould  rather  think  it  advife- 
able  to  be  mindful  of  our  own  cafe,  than  to  pafs  fentence 
upon  that  of  others ;  obferving  how  liable  ourfelves  are, 
we  (hould  fcarce  have  the  heart  to  carp  at  others ;  finding 
what  great  need  our  aClions  will  then  have  of  favourable 
interpretation,  we  (hould  furely  be  more  candid  and  mild 
in  cenfuring  other  men's  a6lions ;  cfpecially  confidering, 
that  by  har(h  judgment  of  others  we  make  our  own  cafe 
worfe,  and   inflame  our  reckoning;  we  dire6Uy  thence 
incur  guilt,  we  aggravate  our  own  offences,  and  render 
ourfelves   inexcufable ;    we   expofe  ourfelves  upon   that 
fcore  to  condemnation;    for,    fVith  what  judgment  u^e Matt. ▼H. 3. 
judge,  we  Jhall  be  judged;  and  with  what  meafure  we  mete,  Luke  vi.  87. 
it^fliall  be  meafured  to  us  again,  our  Lord  doth  fay  :  and, 
Inexcufable,  faith  St.  Paul,  thou  art,  0  man,  whoever  thouKom.  ii.  1, 
art  that  judgejl;  for  wherein  thou  judgeft  another,  thou^' 
condemne/l  thyfelf:  and,  /t^  crreva^f  rs  xar  aAA^Acov,  Do  no/,  Jimes  v.  9* 
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SERM.  faith  St.  Jamesj  grudge  (or  make  inoanful  complaint) 
XXXIII.  againjl  qjj^  another,  left  you  be  condemned:  behold,  the 
judge Jiandeth  before  the  doors. 

7.  It  ferveth  alfo  to  fupport  and  comfort  us,  as  againll 
all  other  wrongful  dealing,  fo  againft  injuries  of  this  kind| 
againft  all  unjuft  and  uncharitable  cenfures,  groundlefs 
flanders  and  furmifes,  undeferved  fcoms  and  reproaches  of 
men ;  for  that  afluredly  at  that  judgment  right  will  be 
done  to  him  that  fufiereth  in  this  kind;  his  innocence 
will  be  cleared,  his  good  name  will  be  vindicated  and  re- 
Pf.  xz^Tii.  paired ;  God  will  bring  forth  his  righteoufnefs  as  the  light, 
*'  and  his  judgfnent  as  the  noonday  ;  whence  approving  his 

confcience  to  God  in  well-doing,  he  may  cheerfully  iay 
t  Cor.  It.  3.  with  St.  Paul,  H^ith  me  it  is  a  very  fmall  thing,  that  I 
1  John  iii.  Jhould  be  judged  of  you,  or  of  man*s  judgment :   If  our 
heart  do  not  ctmdemn  us,  we  may  (whatever  the  opinions 
or  difcourfes  of  man  be  concerning  us)  have  a  cheerful 
boldnefs  and  comfortable  hope  in  regard  to  God:  ^the 
obloquy  of  men  is  a  part  of  that  crofs  which  every  good 
man  here  is  appointed  to  bear,  and  afluredly  fhall  meet 
with ;  for  the  devil  and  the  world  do  nothing,  if  they 
cannot  by  impudent  aflaults  daib,  or  by  malicious  fug«* 
geftions  blaft  the  praiSlice  of  goodnefs :   but  this  confi- 
deration  may  cafily  raife  us  to  bear  it  with  patience,  or 
with  refolution  to  furmount  it;  it  thence  appearing,  that 
it  nowife  can  harm  us ;  for  if  God  is  our  judge,  what 
Kontimebocan  the  fancies  or  the  tattles  of  men  concern  us;  I  will 
judkJum^   ^^^fi^^  the  judgment  of  men,  who  fhall  have  God  for  my 
habiturus  judge,  was  with  good  reafon  faid  by  St.  Jerome. 
Deum.  8*    ^^  upon  the  like  ground  (hould  prefen'c  us  from 

W'""-  being  deluded  and  poifoned  by  the  more  favourable  opi- 
nions of  men.  There  are  vifibly  two  great  rocks,  upon 
which  frequently  men  do  fplit,  and  make  fliipwreck 
of  good  confcience ;  compliance  with  the  pra£lice,  and 
regard  to  the  opinions  of  others.     Men  out  of  complati- 

We.>a>  •fO.tf  T«f  ixufvv  x^itwt,      Chryf,  tom.  viii.  p,  98. 
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fance  accompany  others  in  doing  ilK;  it  is  called  good-  SERM.. 
nature,  it  is  deemed  good  manners  to  do  it  j  fo  very  civilly  XXXIII 
and  genteelly,  very  nobly  and  gallantly  they  go  on  to  per-  """"" 
dition,  giving  up  their  falvation  in  compliment  and  cour- 
tefy  to  one  another :  then  it  is  but  natural  for  this  mod 
debonnair  and  generous  dealing  to  requite  one  another 
with  good  words  at  leaft,  or  with  fome  demonflrations  of 
efteem ;  and  it  is  no  lefs  natural  for  thofe  who  are  thus 
flattered,  tb  comply  with  the  opinions  of  others,  and  to 
judge  of  themfelves  accordingly,  thinking  themfelvcs  good 
becaufe  they  are  called  fo :  5  but  to  keep  ourfelves  from    ^ 
being  upon  fuch  occaiions,  or  upon  any  the  like  grounds^, 
pemicioufly  cozened,  we  (hould  confider,  that  in  the  great 
judgment  the  edeem  of  men  will  import  nothing  of  ad-« 
vantage  to  us;  things  will  pafs  there  as  they  are  in  them- 
felves, not  as  they  are  rated  here;  according  to  real  truth 
and  intrinfic  worth,  not  according  to  the  conceits  or  affeC'* 
tions  of  ignorant  and  partial  men :  even  the  things  that 
appear  faireft  here  may  prove  foul  there ;  perfons  much 
approved  and  applauded  now  may  then  be  condemned  and 
rejeded ;  for  Godfeetli  not  as  monfeeth  ;  for  man  looketh  i  Sam.  x?i. 
on  the  outward  appearance^  but  God  looketk  on  the  ^^^'■^•johnviiQ4 
God  then  will  fearck  the  hearts  and  weigh  the  fpirits  q/lf.  xi.  a. 
men;   he  will  fcan  their  defigns  and  intentions;  he  will , § Jm^ n. a! 
clofely  examine  their  tempers,  and  exaftly  poifc  their  cir-P^a^ciii-i^. 
cumftances;  he  will  confider  many  things  infcrutable  to 
men,  upon  which  the  true  worth  of  perfons  and  real  merit 
of  a6lions  do  depend ;  wherefore  mod  vain  and  unfafe  it  is 
to  rely  upon  the  uncertain  opinions  of  men,  or  to  pleafe 
ourfelves  with  them ;  they  neither  can  out  of  blindnefs, 
or  will  out  of  paflion,  intereft,  partiality,  judge  truly. 
9.  If  we  defire  to  judge  reafonably  about  ourfelves,  or 


^  Nihil  omnino  ag;imus,  qui  nos  per  exempla  mnltitudinis  dcfendimus,  et 
ad  confolationem  noftram  aliena  faepe  numerantes  vitia,  decile  nobis  dicinius, 
qaos  debeamus  feqai.     Hitr. 

t  Quae  eft  h«c  tanta  levitas  animi,  quae  tanta  vanitas,  reli6la  propria  con- 
fcientia  alienam  opinionem  fequi,  et  quidcm  fi6lam  atque  (imulatani,  rapi 
vento  faliae  laudationis  gaudcre  ad  circumventioncoi  fuam>  et  illuiionem  pro 
beneficio  acciperc  ?    Wer,  ad  Celantiam. 
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SERM.  to  know  our  true  ftate,  the  only  way  is  to  compare  our 
XXXIII.  hearts  and  lives  with  the  law  of  God,  judging  ourfelves 
""^"""^  by  that  rule,  according  to  which  God  will  judge  us.     If 
we  find  in  our  hearts  the  love  of  God  and  goodnefs,  (fin- 
cere,  although  imperfeft ;)  if  we  perceive  ourfelves  dif- 
pofed  to  keep  God's  conimandniants,    (to  live  pioufly, 
righteoufly,  and  foberly  in  this  world;)  then  may  we  have 
1  John  ill.  a  fatisfaftory  hope  concerning  our  (late;  then  ive  may^ 
«],  39.       i^g  St.  John  faith,  have  confidence  toward  God,  becaufe  we 
keep  his  commandments j  and  do  ihofe  things  that  are  pleqf- 
ing  to  him :  but  if  we  do  not  find  that  mind  in  us,  and 
that  praftice,  we,  in  conceiting  well  of  ourfelves  upon 
any  other  grounds,  do  but  flatter  and  impofe  upon  our- 
felves ;  if  all  the  world  fliould  account  us  good,  and  take 
us  to  be  in  a  good  cafe,  we  fhould  not  at  all  believe  them, 
iJohniii.7.or  mind  them;  for.  Let  no  man  deceive  us;  he  that  doeth 
I  Cor.  iY,4.righteotifne/s,  he  (and  he  alone)  is  righteous^  is  the  moft 
faithful  advice  and  unqueflionable  fentencc  of  St.  John.    It 
is  therefore  (that  by  refting  on  fuch  falfe  bottoms  we  be 
not  abufed,  and  drawn  thence  to  negle^l  the  amendment 
of  our  hearts  and  ways,  in  order  to  our  final  account)  a 
duty  incumbent  on  us  thus  to  fearch  our  hearts  and  try 
our  ways,  and  accordingly  to  judge  ourfelves :  the  doing 
which  with  care  and  confcience  would  difpofe  us  to  prc- 
iCar.ui.3i.pare  for  the  judgment  wefpeak  of;  for,  Ifj  faith  St.  Paul, 
Gftl.  VI.  3.  yjg  ti/ottW  judge  our/elveSy  we  Jhould  Jiot  he  judged^  or  not 
6>  10.        condemned. 

lo.  The  confidcration  of  this  point  will  guard  us  from 
infidelity  and  from  impatience  in  regard  to  the  providen- 
tial difpenfation  of  afliairs  here :  confidering  it,  we  (hall 
not  be  offended  at  paflages  otherwife  unaccountable  and 
fcandalous  to  Providence;  we  fliall  not  wonder  that  fo 
many  diforders  occur  in  the  world ;  that  right  is  perverted, 
that  fraud  and  violence  do  prevail,  that  vice  doth  reign ; 
wc  fliall  not  complain  of  the  adverfities  incident  to  good 
men,  nor  repine  at  the  profperities  of  bad  men ;  we  fhall 
not  be  diffatisfied  with  any  event  here  befalling  ourfelves 
or  others ;  fince  from  hence  it  doth  moft  evidently  appear, 
that  all  thefe  things  arc  confiftent  with  the  wifdom,  good- 
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ncfs,  and  juftice  of  God,  and  do  affuredly  tend  to  the  dc-  SERM. 
claration  of  thofe  glorious  attributes;  yea,  that  confe^^^^^* 
quently  the  worft  accidents  here,  if  we  are  faithful  to  God  '-' 

and  to  ourfelves,  will  finally  conduce  to  our  advantage 
and  benefit,  according  to  that  of  the  Apodle,  IVe  know  nom,Ym. 
thai  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love^^' 

God*  y 

ii.  In  iine,  there  is  no  confideration  able  to  promife  fo  1 

much  efficacy  toward  the  rouiing  our  paffions,  or  duly 
ordering  and  fettling  them  upon  religious  pra&ice.  It 
efpecially  is  apt  to  fet  on  work  thofe  two  grand  engines 
and  mighty  fprings  of  a£livity,  hope  and  fear;  and  with 
them  to  raife  their  refpcAive  companions,  joy  and  grief: 
for  how,  if  we  have  been  very  culpable  in  the  tranfgreilion 
or  negleS  of  our  duty,  can  we  refleft  on  this  point  with- 
out being  feized  with  an  hideous  dread  of  coming  to  fo 
ftri^l  a  trial,  of  falling  under  fo  heavy  a  fcntence  ?  how 
can  we  think  of  it  without  a  bitter  rcmorfe?  Hard  as 
rocks  furely  we  muft  be,  if  fuch  thoughts  do  not  pierce 
us ;  utterly  dead  and  fenfelefs  mufl  our  hearts  be,  if  they 
do  not  feel  the  (ling  of  fuch  coniidcrations ;  more  itupid 
and  llony  we  then  are,  than  the  difTolute  Felix,  who  could  Aas  zxiV. 
not  without  afFrightment  hear  plain  difcourfe  concerning.^^^^^ 
the  judgment  to  come ;  yea,  more  inconfiderate  and  in-  >im^i^. 
fenfible  we  appear,  than  thofe  obftinate  fons  of  darknefs, 
the  devils  themfelvcs,  who  believe  and  tremble  thereat.       Jam.  ii.  49. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  confcious  to  ourfelves  of 
having  ferioufly  and  carefully  endeavoured  to  pleafe  God, 
and  obey  his  commandments,  how  can  we  think  pf  it 
without  a  comfortable  hope  of  finding  mercy  and  favour 
in  that  day  ?  If  in  our  hearts  we  can  fay  with  St.  Paul, 
I  have  combated  the  good  combat y  I  havejini/hed  (or  I  have  a  Tim.  iv. 
continued)  the  race,  I  have  kept  the  faith;  then  may  we^'*'  *'  ^®' 
hopefully  fay  after  him,  as  he  faid  confidently  before  us, 
From  henceforth  is  laid  npfor  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs, 
which  in  that  day  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  Jhall  ren- 
der unto  me.  If  by  virtue  of  the  faving  grace  of  God, 
which  hath  appeared  to  all  fnen,  and  according  to  its  holy 
indnidions,  we  have  denied  ungodlincfs  and  worldly  lii/ls^Tiuil  u, 
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SERM.  living  foberly J  rigkteovjly,  and  pioufly,  in  this  prefenl  worlds 

XXXIII.  then  may  we  joyfully  expeSi  the  bluffed  hope,  and  the  ap* 

"""^"""^  pearance  of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chri/i  \ 

then  may  we  indeed  heartily  wiih,  cheerfully  hope,  and 

eameftly  pray  for  that  day;  doing  which  is  the  charader, 

I  Cor.  i.  7.  and  hath  been  the  praftice  of  the  bed  men ;  The  Lord, 

TltM V°  ^^^^^  ^''  ^*"'»  '^''^  render  the  crown  of  righteoiifnefs  to  all 

9Tim.iv.8./A«9n  who  love  his  appearance  ;  and,  Looking  for  and  hq/i^ 

t^/xx^y  ening  the  prefence  of  the  day  of  God,  fwth  St.  Peter,  inti- 

«>•  mating  the  pra£iice  of  the  primitive  Chriftians ;  and,  Yea, 

come,  0  Lord  JefuSj  is  St.  John's  petition  in  the  clofe  of 

the  Revelation,  and  may  be  the  prayer  of  thofe  who  have 

the  like  confcience  and  aflfedlions  with  him. 

I  conclude,  wifliing  and  exhorting  that  the  meditation 
of  this  moft  important  affair  may  be  continually  prefent 
to  our  minds;  that  we  may  feem,  with  that  devout  man, 
always  to  hear  the  laft  trump  founding  in  our  ears,  and 
through  our  hearts ;  that  fo  with  a  pious  awe  and  with 
a  well-grounded  hope  we  may  expeft  the  coming  of  our 
Lord,  and  may  love  his  appearance;  that  from  hence, 
being  cffe6iually  retrained  from  all  impious  and  vicious 
converfation,  being  induced  to  a  circumfpeft  and  watch- 
ful purfuit  of  all  piety  and  virtue,  guiding  our  lives  iwq/*- 
fenfvely  in  all  good  confcience  toward  God  and  man,  wc 
may  in  the  end  be  able  to  render  a  good  account,  ahd 
with  comfort  unexpreffihle  may  at  that  day,  from  the 
mouth  of  our  Judge,  hear  thofe  happy  words,  JVtll  done, 
good  and  faithful  fervants,  enter  into  your  Majier's  joy  ; 
Come,  ye  hlejjedofmy  Fat/ier,  inherit  tlie  kingdom  prepared 
for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  Unto  the  pof^ 
feffion  whereof.  Almighty  God  in  his  infinite  mercy,  by 
the  grace  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  vouchfafe  to  bring  us, 
through  the  merits  of  our  blcffed  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift;  to 
whom  for  ever  be  all  glory  and  praife.  Amen. 
1  Thcf.  V.  The  very  God  of  peace  fan6iify  you  wholly ;  and  I  pray 
God  your  whole  fpirit  and  foul  and  body  may  be  preferved 
blamelifs  unto  the  coming  (f  our  Ij>rd  Jefus  Chrift.    Amen. 


3J. 
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SERMON   XXXIV. 


THE  DIVINITY  OF  THE  HOLY  GHOST. 


I  Cor.  iii.  i6. 

Km>w  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the 

Spirit  of  God  dweUeth  in  you  f 

JMLy  parpofe  b  at  this  time,  for  our  edification  in  Chrif-  SERM. 
tian  knowledge  concerning  that  grand  obje&  of  our  faith  XXXIV. 
And  author  <rf  our  falvation^  the  Holy  Ghoft;  and  for  arm- 
iiq^us  agiunft  erroneous  opinions  about  him,  fuch  as  have 
been  veDted  in  former  ages,  and  have  been  revived  in  this; 
to  explain  briefly  the  name,  nature,  and  original  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  (according  to  what  appears  difcovered  of  him 
in  the  (acred  writings ;)  to  confider  alfo  the  peculiar  cha^ 
raders,  offices,  and  opemtions,  which  (according  to  the 
myfterious  economy  revealed  in  the  Gofpel)  are  affigned 
and  attributed  to  him ;  fo  that  incidentally  by  t6ftimonie8 
of  Scripture,  and  arguments  deduced  thence,  I  (hall  aflert 
the  principal  dodrines  received  in  the  Church,  in  oppofi** 
tion  to  the  rooft  famoufly  heterodox  dogmarifis  that  have 
appeared.  For  the  doing  which  this  text  of  St.  Paul  doth 
minifter  good  occafion  \  for  the  full  explication  thereof 
doth  require  a  clearing  of  the  particulars  mentioned^  and 
VOL.  y.  If 
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SERM.  itfelf  affordeth  good  arguments  agiunft  the  principal  errors 
XXXIV,  about  this  matter.  His  being  called  the  Spirit  of  God^ 
may  engage  us  to  confider  his  nature  and  original ;  his 
being  faid  to  dwell  in  us^  doth  imply  his  perfonality ;  his 
divinity  appears  in  that  Chriftians  are  called  the  temjde 
of  God,  becaufe  the  Holy  Ghoft  dwelleth  in  them ;  his 
fan£Ufying  virtue  may  be  inferred  from  his  condituting  us 
temples  by  his  prefence  in  us.  I  (hall  then  in  order  pro- 
fecute  the  points  mentioned;  and  laftly  fhall  adjoin  fome- 
what  of  pra£tical  application. 

I.  Firft,  then,  for  the  name  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  whereby 
alfo  his  nature  and  origin  are  intimated. 

Of  tbofe  things  which  do  not  immediately  incur  our 
fight,  but  do  by  confpicuous  effefts  difcover  their  exift- 
ence,  there  is  fcarce  any  thing  in  fubltance  more  pure  and 
fubtile,  in  motion  more  quick  and  nimble,  in  efficacy  more 
flrong  and  powerful,  than  wind,  (or  fpirit.)  Hence  in  com- 
mon ufe  of  mod  languages  the  name  of  wind  or  fpirit  doth 
ferve  to  exprefs  thofe  things,  which  from  the  fubtilty  or 
tenuity  of  their  nature  being  indifcemible  to  us,  are  yet 
conceiv^  to  be  ipoved  with  great  pemicity,  and  to  be 
endued  with  great  force;  fo  naturalifts,  we  fee,  are  wont 
to  name  that  which  in  any  body  is  mod  abftrufe,  moft 
agile,  and  mod  operative  in  fpirit.  Hence  it  comes  that 
this  word  is  transferred  to  denote  thofe  fubftances  which 
are  free  of  matter,  and  removed  from  fenfe,  but  are  endued 
(as  with  underftanding,  fo)  with  a  very  powerful  adivity 
and  virtue.  Even  among  the  Pagans  thefe  fort  of  beings 
were  called  fpirils :  the  fouls  of  men  are  by  them  fo 
termed ;  {anima  hath  its  derivation  from  avs/x^,  wind.) 
Our  lifsj  faith  Cicero,  w  contained  by  (or  comprifed  in) 
body  and  fpirit^  \  and,  IVe,  faith  he  again,  are  at  the  fame 
time  received  into  the  light j  and  pndved  with  this  heavenly 
fpirit  ^j  that  is,  with  our  foul.  Particularly  the  Stoicks 
ufed  to  apply  this  name  to  our  foul;  /  allege  the  Stoicks^ 
,  faith  Tertullian,  who  call  the  foul  a  Jpirit,  almoji  therein 

•  Vita  corpore  et  fpiritu  continetur.     Cie,  Or,  pro  Mar, 
b  Eodem  tempore  fufcipimur  in  lucemi  et  hoc  coelefti  fpirittt  augemur. 
D*  Arwjp,  rej^. 
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agreekig  with  us  Chrifttans^^.    They  likewife  frequently  SERM. 
did  attribute  this  appellation  to  God;  XXXIV; 

■         Coelom  et  terrain  campofque  liquentes,  ^^^  ^^ 

Lncentemque  globum  terrae,  Utaniaque  aflra 
Spiritus  iBtus  agit- 

laid  the  prince  of  their  poets :  by  the  word  Jpirit  under- 
fianding  (as  La^ntius  and  Macrobius  do  interpret  him)  Laa.  i.  5« 
Grod  himfelfy  that  pierceth  and  a&eth  all  things ;  yea  he 
fo  otherwhere  expoundeth  his  own  mind^  when  he  to  the 
Dune  purpofe  fings^ 

— — »  Deum  ire  per  omnes  G«org.  'tw» 

Terraique  trudufque  maris,  csiumque  prafiindiun. 

And  the  Orator,  in  his  Dialogues,  maketh  Balbus  to  fpeak 
thus;  Thefe  things  truly  could  not^  all  the  parts  of  the 
world  Jo  confpiring  together,  be  Jo  performed,  if  they  were 
not  contained  (or  kept  together)  by  one  divine  and  conti- 
nued Spirit  ^ :  and  Seneca  clearly ;  God,  faith  he,  is  nigh 
to  thee,  he  is  with  thee,  he  is  in  thee :  I  tell  thee,  0  Luci- 
Uus,  a  holy  Spirit  rejideth  within  ns,  an  obferver  and  guar'- 
dian  of  our  good  and  our  bad  things,  (or  doings,)  who,  as 
he  hath  been  dealt  with  by  us,  Jo  he  dealeth  with  us :  there 
is  no  good  man  (or  no  man  is  good)  without  God^i  and 
Zeno  defined  God  thus ;  God  is  a  Spirit,  pajjing  through 
the  whole  world^i  Pofidonius  alfo  more  largely;  God  is 
an  inielleShial  and  Jiery  Spirit,  not  having  Jhape;  but 
changing  into  what  things  he  ivill^  and  qffimilated  to  all 
things  i. 

*  Stoioos  tllego,  qui  fpiritum  dicunt  tnimam>  pene  nobifcum.    Tert,  dt 

*  Haec  Ha  fieri  omnibus  inter  fe  continendbus  roundi  partibus  profe^ 
non  poflent»  nifi  ea  uno,  et  divjno  continuato  fpiritu  continerentur.  Dt  Nat, 
Dmr,  ii.  p.  60. 

*  Prope  eft  a  te  Deas,  tecum  eft,  intuf  eft;  ita  dico,  Lacili,  facer  intra  not 
(piritna  fedet»  malorumque  bonorumque  noftrorum  obfervator,  et  hie  prout 
a  nobis  tra^tos  eft^  ita  nos  ipfe  tradat ;  bonus  ?ir  fipe  Peo  noo  eft.  Sou 
Ep.  41. 
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8ERM«  In  like  manner  hence  the  holy  Scripture^)  with  intgaid 
XXXIV*  ^Q  Q^j.  capacity  and  manner  of  conoeivingy  do  with  the 
fame  appellation  adumbrate  all  thofe  kind  of  fubftances 
void  of  corporeal  bulk  and  concretion ;  human  fouls^  aU 
the  angelical  natures^  and  the  incomprehenfible  Deity 
itfelf.  And  to  God  indeed  this  name  is  attributed  to 
fignify  his  mod  fimple  nature  and  Us  moft  poweifnl 
energy;  but  to  other  fubdances  of  this  kind  it  feemeth 
alfo  aifign'ed  to  imply  the  manner  of  their  origin,  becaule 
God  did  by  a  kibd  of  fpiration  produce  them  ;  for  which 
caufe  likewife  (at  leaft  in  part)  we  may  fuppofe  that  th^ 
holy  Scripture  doth  more  fignally  and  in  a  peculiar  manner 
affign  that  name  to  one  Being,  that  moft  excellent  Being, 
which  is  the  fubjeft  of  our  prefent  difcourfe ;  the  wUch 
is  called  the  Spirit  of  God ;  (that  is,  of  God  the  Father, 
who  by  reafon  of  his  priority  of  nature  is  often  called 
God^  in  a  perfonal  fignification ;)  the  good  Spirit  of  God ; 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift;  the  Holy  Spirit;  and  often  abfo- 
lutely,  in  way  of  excellence,  the  Spirit. 

The  fame  is  alfo  called  the  power  or  virtue  of  God ; 
about  the  reafon  of  which  appellation  we  may  briefly  ob* 
ferve,  that  whereas  in  every  intelledual  being  there  are 
conceived  to  be  three  principal  faculties,  will,  underftand- 
ing,  efficacy;  and  correfpondent  to  theie  three  perfect 
tions,  goodnefs,  wifdom,  power ;  a  certain  one  of  thefe 
(according  to  that  myftical  economy  or  hufbandry  of  no- 
tions, whereby  the  manner  and  order  of  fubfifting  and 
operation  proper  to  each  perfon  in  the  bleffed  Trinity  is 
infinuated)  is  in  a  certain  manner  appropriated  to  each 
perfon ;  (fo  I  now  by  anticipation  fpeak,  being  to  wan^t 
thefe  terms  hereafter ;)  namely,  to  the  Father  it  is  afcribed, 
that  he  freely  decreeth  what  things  (hould  be  done;  to 
the  iSon,  that  he  difpofeth  them  in  a  moft  wife  method 
and  order  toward  their  efle6ling ;  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that 
he  with  a  powerful  force  doth  execute  and  effeft  them : 
whence  as  God  is  faid,  according  to  his  pleafure,  to  decree 
and  determine  things,  [and  to  ^sAi]/t«,  the  will,  is  a  name 
by  fome  wrhers  alligned  to  him;  particularly  Ignatius 
doth  in  his  epiftles  frequently  To  ftyle  him ;  and  f      t. 
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Paul  may  be  underftood^  where  he  faith^  xoi  ytifooaiut?  ro  SERM. 
^ix^fia,  And  thou  knowejl  the  will ;  that  is,  knoweft  God  XXXIV, 
ie  Father :  and  St.  Peter,  For  it  is  better,  that  ye,  («J  ^«x«  Rom.ii.  is* 
tJ  di)oifia  rS  0«5,)  if  the  will  of  God  pleafeth,  dofufferfor^^^^'^''-^^' 
weU  doing  than  for  evil  doingy]  as  the  Son  is  called  the 
wifdom  of  God,  fo  the  Holy  Spirit  is  named  the  power  o/*Luke  i.  35» 
God;  his  fubftantial  power,  as  we  (hall  fliew.     To  this"*^**^' 
Bdng,  whatever  it  is,  it  is  manifeft  that  properly  and  pri<> 
marily  the  name  of  Holy  Spirit  is  appropriated;   but 
(which  we  (hould  confider)  from  thence  (as  is  ufual  in 
Other  cafes  and  matters)  by  figurative  defle£Uonof  fpeech, 
(or  by  metonymy,)  the  manner  of  that  operation  which  that 
Holy  Spirit  doth  exert,  his  influence  and  efficacy,  and  alfo 
any  fort  of  effefts  proceeding  from  him,  do  commonly 
aflume  or  partake  of  this  name.  So  when  from  this  Spirit^ 
in  a  very  eonfpicuous  manner,  an  excellent  virtue  of  per- 
fonning  miraculous  works  was  liberally  imparted  to  the 
Apoftles,   that   virtue   (or    the    manifeft   communication 
thereof,  fhe  manifefiation  of  the  Spirit,  as  St.  Paul  calleth  i  Cor.  xil. 
it)  is  named  the  Holy  Ghoft :   as  when  in  St.  John's  ^• 
Gofpel  it  is  faid,  The  Holy  Spirit  was'not  yet ;  that  is,  thejobnyiL 
Apoftles  had  not  yet  received  that  excellent  gift ;  or  that®^' 
marvellous  efficacy  of  the  Holy  Spirit  had  not  yet  dif- 
covered  itfelf  in  them :  as  alfo  when  in  the  A6ts  fome  dif^ 
ciples  are  (aid  710/  to  have  heard  whether  there  were  anyA€biz\x.  a. 
jF£)/y  Spirit ;  that  is,  they  were  not  acquainted  concerning 
that  peculiar  efficacy  thereof.    When  alfo  there  are  men- 
tion^ the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  the  '^irit  of  revelation,  the  Rom.  viii. 
ipirit  of  wifdom,  (which  fort  of  fpirits  are  faid  to  be  in-  g  j,  j  ^ 
oreafed,  to  be  taken  OT^ay,  to  be  quenched,)  it  is  plain,  a  Kings  if. 
that  by  thofe  phrafes,  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  itfelf,  J'Thcff.  r. 
(ytbkh  in  no  foife  is  liable  to  fuch  accidents,)  but  gifts,  ^9. 
fruits,  or  eSk&»  thereof  are  denoted ;  fome  of  whicli  fome-  oai.  v.  aa. 
time  are  in  the  plural  number  called  irvtv/xara,  fpirits  ;  as 
when  St.  Paul  enjoineth  the  Corinthians  to  be  zealous  (or 
earnefily  defirous)  of  fpirits  ;  that  is,  of  fpiritual  gifts,  or 
graces,  or  revelations :  and  when  the  difceming  of  fpirits  1  Cor.  xir. 
(that  is^  of  divine  revelations,  tnie  or  counterfeit)  is  (aid 
10  be  granted  to  fome,  and  where  the  fpirits  of  prophets  1  Cor.  xw. 
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SERM.  are  faid  to  be  fubje£t  or  fubordinafe  to  prophets^  (that  iSf 

XXXIV.  Qjje  prophet  had  a  right  and  abUity  to  judge  abont  the 

""""""""""  revelations  made  to  another,  or  pretended  ta  be  fo  ?)  but 

thefe  and  the  like  figurative  fenfes  being  excludied,  we 

difcourfe  about  the  Holy  Spirit  in  its  moft  proper  atid 

primary  fenfe ;  as  it  is  in  and  from  God. 

Which  things  being  premifed  concerning  the  name  of 
the  Holy  Spirit ;  for  explication  of  his  nature, 
II.  I.  We  do  firft  afTert,  that  it  is  a  Being  in  fome  fenfe 

truly  diftinft  from  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  hereby  rejeft- 
Hig  the  opinion  of  Sabellius,  Noetus,  Hermogenes,  and 
Praxeas ;  which  confounding  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  deftroying  their  fubftantial  properties,  did  of 
them  all  make  but  one  Perfon,  under  feveral  names  ^; 
affirming  kv  yaa.  tfwos'i(ra  rpag  6vofMi(rlaSf  in  one  perfon  three 
appellations,  and  making  r^y  rpieSa  awaXaffiVy  the  Trinity 
to  be  a  coincidence,  as  Epiphanius  fpeaks.  [I  faid,  truly 
di(lin6t;  for  this  word  di/iinSiion  is  by  the  fchoolmen 
conceived  more  commodioufly  applied  to  this  myftery, 
than  others  of  near  (rgnification ;  thofe  of  diverfiiy  and 
difference  feennng  to  intimate  fomewhat  prejudicial  to  the 
imity  of  eflence  5  In  dhinis  (in  the  myftery  of  the  Trinity) 
we  muflf  faith  Aquinas,  avoid  the  name  of  diverjity  and  of 
difference^  hut  xve  may  vfe  the  name  of  di/Hn&ion,  becau/e 
of  the  relative  oppqfitioiV  I  which  caution  yet  the  ancient 
Fathers  do  not  fo  precifely  obferve  >  for  fometimes  in 
them,  vT^iTWKmv  frtp^nj?  and  ha^opeiy  (the  diverfity  and  dif- 
ference of  the  perfons,)  fometimes  alfo  the  word  ^MtpiO'i^, 
the  divifion  of  them,  do  occur  5  although  they  feem  more 
willingly  to  ufe  the  word  Smcx^ktj^,  9i/iin6Hon :  that  which 
we  (imply  affirm  is,  that  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
Toif  i^idofMio'i  ttoiHpiV9rrm,  are  diftinguiftied  in  properties,  as 

rS*  tii9T^T»n  ifnt^fAtrnf,     Patra  Cone,  C^nftant,  Epijt,  ad  Cmf,  R§m^  Tk§9d, 

r.  9« 

'  In  divinis  yitare  debemus  nomen  diveriitttiiy  et  differentiae,  poflbmus 
tutem  uti  nomine  diftin^lionis,  propter  oppolUionem  relativam..    7%m«. 

Ltimext  4'«rtfr«»  uHinu  ftifw,  ff^cmim  i»  v^mit  WfMr»tfni/Uni9,'9m^tl^  t^fft^mf 
^  r^t  iuti^if,  ^  rn9  iNvrif.     Naz,  Or,  aa. 

Apud  Ang.  perfons  fope  divert  dicuntur. 
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Gftgorj  Nyflen  fpeaks;  are  aXXog  ka)  aXXosj  as  Gregory  SBRM, 
^azianzen  fays ;  that  is,  truly  more  than  in  mere  name  or  XXXIY. 
conception  diflinguifhed^  by  their  properties  and  relations.] 

The  Holy  Ghoft  is,  I  fay,  truly  diftinft  from  the  Father 
and  the  Son  :  this  we  fhall  firft  fhew  feparately,  then 
jointly,  in  regard  to  both. 

He  is  diftinguifhed  from  the  Father ;  for, 

1.  He  is  called  the  Spirit  of  the  Father;  which  relation  i  Cor.ii. 
fcdPcly  is  not  devifed  by  fancy,  or  wants  a  real  foundation ;    '    '     * 
and  therefore  its  terms  are  truly  diftinA.     2.  The  Holy 
Spirit  is  faid  Ixiropfveerdai,  that  is,  to  go  outy  or  proceed  John  xt. 
from  the  Father:  he  is  therefore  another  from  him :  for*^' 
a  thing  cannot  be  deemed  really  to  proceed  from  another^ 
from  which  it  only  is  diftinguifhed  in  name  or  conceit. 

3.  It  is  alfo  faid  to  be  fent,  conferred,  given  by  the  Father;  John  xir. 
which  furely  argueth  fome  kind  of  true  di(lin£iion.  4.  Di- 1  Cor.ii.13. 
vers  things  are  attributed  to  the  Spirit,  which  do  not  well  ^^'  *^*  *• 
agree  to  the  Father;   as  particularly  that  he  appeared 

ilt«  a-cofianxtOf  in  a  bodily  form ;  that  he  defcended  and  Luke  in.  33. 
refted  upon  our  Lord,  the  Baptift  beholding  him ;  I  faw,  John  1.39, 
laith  St.  John,  the  Spirit  defcending  as  a  dove,  and  it  abode  ^^' 
on  him.   But,  God  the  Father  no  man,  faith  St.  John,  ever  John  i.  is. 

1  Jnhn  ?• 

faw;  nor,  addeth  St.  Paul,  can  any  man  fee  him.    5.  ThciQ. 
Holy  Spirit  is  our  advocate  with  God,  crying  in  our  ^ ''''™'  ^»' 
hearts,  and  interceding  witli  the  Father  for  us,  (wwtpf y-  Rom.  yiii. 
ruyx^y^^  f^^l^  St.  Paul :)  that  office,  that  aft,  do  mani-  ^  .^  ^ 
fefUy  fuppofe  a  true  di(lih6lion« 

'     For  like  reafons  he  is  alfo  diftinguifhed  from  the  Son ; 
for,  I.  He  is  called  the  Spirit  of  the  Son;  and  that  rela- 
tion implies  a  real  ground.     2.  He  is  fent  by  the  Son ; 
^5  hym  eeKori>^Ka)y  Behold,  faith  our  Lord,  I  fend  him  :  and,  Gal.  iv.  16. 
If  I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you ;  ^^^  *  ***^* 
hut  if  I  depart,  I  will  fend  him  unto  y^u.   3.  He  defcended  John  ivi. ;-, 
upon  Chrifl,  and  abode  on  him ;  he  filled  him,  he  led  or  johniiii34. 
afted  him ;  he  anointed  him ;  by  his  operation  Chrifl  did 
aflume  flefh :  wherefore  he  is  diftinguifhed  from  the  Son. 

4.  Chrift  pltdnly  diftinguifhes  between  fpeaking  againfl  Luke  xu* 
the  Son  and  blafpheming  againfl  the  Holy  Ghofl ;  which  JJ^^^^  ^. 
fuppofes  them  two  objefts.    5.  The  Holy  Ghofl  is  faid  toaa. 
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SERM.  receive  from  the  Son  that  whi^  he  {hoold  tell  to  Chrift's 
]I^XXIV.  difciples,  and  thence  to  glorify  the  Son.  6.  The  Son  did 
John  x?i.  ^"*<1  fuffered  many  thingB  perifonally  which  cannot  agrecy 
^^  and  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  as  that  he 

was  incarnated  and  aflumed  man's  nature ;  that  he  fu£Eeredy 
rofe  agdn,  afcended  into  heaven.     7*  He  is  exprelsly  laid 
John  JUT.    to  be  diftinft  from  the  Son ;  ly  faith  he^  will  qfh  the  Father, 
'^'  and  he  will  give  you  another  Comforter.    So  feparatdy 

may  the  Holy  Spirit  be  (hewed  diflin£k  from  each }  and 
jointly  in  feveral  places  that  diftinftion  is  fignified.    For 
to  thofe  three^  by  a  conftant  economy^  a  certain  order  is 
affigned,  fome  proper  offices  and  peculiar  energies  are 
afcribedy  which  it  is  not  reafonable  to  think  done  with- 
Eph.  U.  18.  out  a  real  foundation ;  By  Chri/l,  faith  St.  Paul^  we  have 
an  accefs  in  one  Spirit  to  the  Father :  why  muft  we  proceed 
by  this  circuity  in  this  certain  method^  if  the  Father^  Son> 
and  Holy  Ghoft  are  only  diftinguUhed  in  name  ?  Where- 
3  Cor.  xiii.  fore  alfo  doth  the  fame  Apoftle  blefs  thus ;  The  grace  of  our 
*^'  Lord  Jefus  Chriji,  the  love  of  God,  and  the  fellowjldp  of 

the  Holy  Spirit  be  with  you  all.    To  what  end  alfo  doth 
1  Cor.  zii.  he  diftindively  afiign  a  peculiar  difp§n(ation  of  operations 
^'  **  '      to  the  Father^  of  miniftries  to  the  Son,  of  gifts  to  the 
1  Pet.  1. 2.  Holy  Ghoft  ?  Wherefore  likewife  doth  St,  Peter  afcribe 
our  ele£tion  to  the  Father  predeftinating,  to  the  Son  pro- 
pitiating, to  the  Holy  Ghoft  fan£tificating  ?  Doth  it  agree 
to  the  gravity,  fimpHcity,  and  fincerity  of  the  divine  Ora- 
cles, fo  in  a  perpetual  tenor  to  'propound  thofe  three,  as 
three,  divers,  not  only  in  names,  but  in  reality,  in  manner 
of  being,  in  manner  of  operation,  if  there  be  no  other 
under  dl,  but  a  nominal  or  notional  diftin6Uon  ?   What 
would  this  be,  but  not  only  to  yield  us  an  occafion,  but  t<9 
impofe  a  neceflity  of  erring  ?  Shall  we  think  thofe  princi- 
pal mafters  of  truth  piirpofely  argute,  perplexed,  and  ob- 
fcure  in  their  fpeech  ?  Farthermore,  St.  John  affirms  in 
his  firft  Epiftle,  (at  leaft,  if  there  the  text  be  authentic,) 
1  John  v.  7' that  there  are  three  which  pear  witnefs  in  heaven,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit;  the  which  alfo, 
undoubtedly,  (although  not  fo  oonjoinedly  as  in  his  £pt- 
loho  vUL    file,)  he  aflures  in  his  Gofpel ;  for,  /  am  he,  faith  Chrift, 

18* 
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who  littr  wUnefs  of  myfelf  and  the  Father  which  fent  me  SETLM. 
lemeih  wiinefs  of  me;  and,  JFhen  the  Comforter  Jhall  come,  XXXIV. 
he  will  bear  witnefs  of  me :   fo  there  are,  we  fee,  three  johnxr.ift.  - 
witneflesy  which  our  Lord  appealeth  to :  but  three  names,  '  ' 

(is  for  inftance,  Marcus,  Tullius,  Cicero,)  or  the  fame 
thing  having  three  names,  will  not  conftitute  three  wit- 
nefles.  In  fine,  the  form  of  baptifm  evinceth  this  difiinc- 
doD :  for  at  our  baptifm  we  profefs  to  acknowledge  the 
Father^  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft;  we  perform  worfhip,  and 
promife  obedience  to  them  all;  which  doing  Sabellius 
would  have  us  do,  as  if  fubjefls  fhould  be  required  to 
oblige  their  &ith  to  Caius,  Julius,  and  Caefar;  which 
kind  of  proceeding  it  feems  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  God 
fhould  folemnly  inflitute.  This  may  be  fufHcient  to  over- 
throw the  Sabellian  error. 

II.  Again,  we  affirm  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  a  perfon. 
By  a  peribn  we  underftand  a  fingular,  fubfident,  intellec- 
tual being;  or,  (as  Boethius  defines  it,)  an  individual fub-  Rationalif 
ftance  of  a  rational  nature.    The  Greek  writers  ufe  ^*^®5*^™f"^ 
word  vR^TMo-i^,  (which  word  being  of  wider  fignificationftantia. 
doth  comprehend  alfo  things  void  of  underftanding,  im- 
porting) fubftance,  concretely  taken,  or  a  thing  fubfiftent, 
(ti  fctflroroTOv,)  which  term  is  extant  even  in  the  Scrip- 
tare,  where  the  Son  of  God,  in  refpe£t  to  his  Father,  isHeb.i.s. 
called  ^ofetxr^p  t^;  uirofoo'eflo;  ourtf,  (the  character  of  his 
(obftance,  or  perfon :)  whence  there  was  lefs  caufe  that  St.  Hier.  E|>ift. 
Jerome  and  other  Latin  ancient  writers  fhould  fo  avoid,  ^^?^J|^' 
or  timidly  admit,  the  word  hypoftafis;  as  fearing  that  byTrin.Y.8,9. 
ufe  thereof  they  fhould  feem  to  acknowledge  three  eflences ; 
feeing,  as  St.  Auflin  notes,  according  to  mofl  common 
acception,  fubflance  denoted  the  fame  with  eflcnce;  whence,  Unde  oon 
faith  he,  we  dare  not  fay  one  ejfence,  three  fuhftances ;  ^"^Jiccre*"* 
one  ejfence,  (or  fubjlance,)  three  perfons :  but  this  (as  Gre-  nnani  cf- 
gory  Nazianzeac  did  confider)  was  nothing  elfe  but  «jfpl  trcsfSJaan- 
A«fs$Mof  ^t/yoftaxilv,  to  conte/i  about  fyllables ;  or  mp)  rw^^f^^ 
^Xpv  fux^XoysTv,  to  mince  about  founds  f  feeing  whether  wefentiain(ya 
csM  it  either  perfon  or  fubfiftence,  we  mean  the  lame  thing.  ?^^' 
We  however  affirming  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  a  perfon,  do  perfonas. 
thereby  intend  to  exclude  the  opinion  of  Socinus  and  his  ^,f^^' 
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SERM.  followers,  which  afferts  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  only  an 
XXXIV.  accident,  or  an  accidental  thing ;  to  wit,  a  divine  power, 
virtue,  or  efficacy,  refident  in  God,  or  derived  from  him. 

I .  Now  this  we  perfuade  firft  from  thofe  things,  which 
we  before  did  (hew  concerning  the  diftin£tion  of  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit;  for  that  flender  (or  rather 
no)  di(lin6tion,  fuch  as  may  be  conceived  to  be  between 
any  being  and  its  efficacy,  (efpecially  in  this  cafe,  attend- 
ing to  the  mod  (imple  nature  of  God,  and  his  moft  iimple 
manner  of  a&ing,)  doth  not  well  reach  the  bufinefs,  nor 
dotli  fuffice  to  found  that  diftinftion  which  the  Scripture 
doth  (as  we  fhcwed)  conftitute  between  the  Father  and 
Holy  Spirit.     Indeed  Socinus,  as  to  this  point,  (however 
it  be  that  he  fometimes  obje£leth  Sabellianifm   to  the 
Catholics,)  doth  fcarce  himfelf  differ  from  Sabellius :  for 
Sabellius  himfelf  did  avow  the  Son  and  Holy  Spirit  to  be 
divers  energies  of  the  Father,  and  that  they  are  diftin- 
guiflied  from  him  as  light  and  heat  from  the  fun ;  which 
did  not  hinder  the  Fathers  from  refuting  him,  as  putting 
no  true  di(lind:ion  between  them ;  as  indeed  God  in  the 
thing  itfelf  (or  beyond  the  manner  of  our  conception  and 
expreffion)  is  not  diftinguifhed  from  his  power  and  effi- 
cacy. 

2.  Again,  this  may  be  colle£ted  from  the  very  name  of 
Spirit,  the  which  primarily  is  impofed  upon  fubftance?, 
both  corporeal  and  incorporeal ;  belonging  to  God,  efleit^ 
tially  underftood,  to  angels,  to  human  fouls ;  all  which 
things  are  fubftances :  whence  it  is  probable,  that  to  the 
Being  of  which  we  treat,  becaufe  it  in  like  manner  is  a 
fubftance,  this  name  of  Spirit  is  afligned  by  God,  the  beft 
author  of  words ;  the  epithet  Holy  being  adjoined  for 
diftindtion  fake.  This  is  confirmed  from  that  whereas  God 
Johniv.M.effentially  is  ajpirit,  (as  is  exprefled  in  St.  John's  Gofpel,) 
his  efficacy  cannot  aptly  affume  the  fame  name ;  as  be-» 
caufe  our  foul  is  eflentially  a  fpirit,  it  were  incongruous 
to  call  any  virtue  thereof  a  fpirit.  The  fame  is  farther 
hence  confirmed,  for  that  the  evil  Spirit,  which  is  oppofed 
1  Sun.  x?i.  to  the  good  Spirit  of  God,  is  not  an  efficacy  of  God,  but  a 
}^  fubfiftent  being;  which  argueth  the  good  Spirit  alfo  to  be 
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Jlkcwife  fubfiftent.    The  fame  is  corroborated  from  the  SERM. 
Apoftle's  comparing  the  Spirit  of  God  to   that  fpirit,  XXXIV. 
which  being  in  man,  dotli  fearch  and  difcem  his  inward  |  cor.u. 
counfels  and  purpofes :  but  the  fpirit  of  man  is  a  fubftan-  io>  11. 
tial  thing ;  wherefore  it  is  intimated,  that  correfpondently 
the  Spirit  of  God  is  fuch  a  Being.     We  add  to  thefe 
things,  that  power,  virtue,  efficacy,  are  afcribed  to  the 
Holy  Spirit;  That  you  may,  faith  St.  Paul,  abound  in  hope,  Rom.  iv. 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghojl :  but  that  power  fliould  be  "*  *^* 
attributed  unto  power,  or  efficacy  to  efficacy,  is  not  con- 
gruous. 

3.  The  holy  Scripture  (to  whofe  fpeech  it  becometh  us 
to  fuit  our  conceptions)  doth  commonly  defcribe  the  Holy 
Spirit  as  a  perfon,  enjoying  perfonal  titles,  offices,  attri- 
butes, and  operations ;  and  thofe  fuch  which  neither  in 
found  or  fenfe  do  agree  to  mere  efficacy. 

I.  Speaking  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  it  purpofely  and  care- 
fully, as  it  were,  doth  accommodate  the  article  agreeing 
to  a  perfon :   not  it,  but  he,  is  the  article  commoply 
afligned  to  the  Spirit ;  and  that  with  marks  of  doing  it 
fludioufly :  ^Oroy  IXdj;  ixtlvog,  to  irvsu/xa  ri};  aXij^e/a;,  fVhen  Johmvi. 
he  (in  the  mafculine  gender)  comes,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  (in  ^[  J'^i  *** 
the  neuter,)  it  is  ffud  in  St.  John's  Gofpel:  and,  Ta  t5  0f5 1  Cor.  ii. 
vM;  otkv.  None  (in  the  mafculine  gender  again)  knoweth 
the  things  of  God,  but  the  Spirit  of  God.    Why,  other- 
wife  befide  analogy  of  grammar,  (hould  the  ftyle  be  fo 
tempered  or  infleiled,  but  to  infinuate  the  Holy  Spirit's 
perfonality  ?  If  he  were  nothing  elfe  but  the  virtue  of 
God,  there  were  no  need,  or  rather  it  would  be  inconve- 
nient, fo  to  phrafe  it. 

a.  Again,  the  Scripture  attributes  perfonal  offices  to 
the  Holy  Spirit;  the  office  of  a  mafter,  {He  Jhall  teach  John  xir. 
you;)  of  a  leader,  or  guide,  {He  Jhall  lead  you  into  alllX^^^^ 
truth;)  of  a  monitor,  {He  Jhall  bring  all  things  to  your  19. 
remembrance ;)  of  a  witnefs,  {He  Jhall  teftify  concerning JohnxfM. 
me ;)  yea,  which  more  ftrongly  evinceth,  of  a  legate,  who 
declareth  God's  mind,  not  as  from  himfelf,  but  as  deputed 
and  fumifhed  with  inftrufitions  from  the  Father  and  the 
Son  5  He  Jhall  not,  it  is  faid,y^ea*/rom  himfelf;  but  what-^  J J^*^- 
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SERM.  <?t^  things  ke-Jhall  hear,  he  Jhall  Jpeak ;  and  he  will  tell  ' 
XXXrV.  you  things  to  come :  All  things  that  the  Father  hath  are  - 
mine  ;  therefore/aid  /,  that  hejfiall  take  of  mine,  andJhalP^ 
/hew  it  unto  you:  which  exprefiions  do  in  no  fort  well_ 
agree  to  the  divine  power  or  efficacy }  but  evidently  re- 
fped:  a  perfon :  for  what  is  perfortned  by  any  agent,  to  lay^ 
that  of  .its  efficacy,  as  diftin^  from  it,  is  befide  the  reafoiL 
and  manner  of  fpeech ;  and  doth  efpecially  difagree  with 
the  nature  and  genius  of  the  divine  Scripture,  which  un- 
-dertaketh  moil  fimply  and  plainly  to  in(lru&  us.    That 
God's  efficacy  fhould  be  fent  from  the  Father  and  Son; 
that  it  (hould  fpeak,  that  it  fhould  hear  from  the  Father 
and  the  Son;  how  (Irangely  hard  and  obfcure  a  manner  <rf 
Ipeaking  is  that !  from  them,  not  from  himfelf :  what  Aiito- 
felfcan  they  imagine,  who  didinguifh  him  not  from  God, 
and  allow  him  no  perfonality?  why  (hould  we  without 
neceffity  afperfe  the  holy  Scripture,  made  clearly  to  in- 
ftruA  us,  with  fuch  miftinefs  and  darknefs  ?    Likewife  to 
the, Holy  Spirit  is  attributed  the  office  of  a  paraclete,  or 
advocate,  who  pleadeth  our  caufe  with  God,  praying  and 
Rom.  Ti4i6. interceding  with  God  for  us :    but  that  God's  efficacy 
(which  can  hardly  be  conceived,  which  fhould  not  be 
conceived,  diflin^  from  God)  fhould  fpeak  to  God,  fhould 
interpofe  itfelf  between  us,  is,  as  the  refl,  too  perplexed 
and  intricate  a  faying. 

3.  Farthermore,  the  holy  Scripture  doth  to  the  Holy 

Spirit  attribute  faculties  and  operations  annexed  to  him 

1  Cor.  it.    pliunly  perfonal :    fuch  are   underflanding ;    {the  Spirit 

t^Corl'xii.  fif'^f^th  all  things,  yea  the  deep  things  of  God:  The  things 

Vit  I-      ^  ^^  ^^^^  knoweth,  but  the  Spirit  of  God:)  will;  {He 

Eph.iy.*3o.^^^^A  ^0  every  one  as  he  willeth:)  afkStions}  of  grief, 

m.  Uiii.     {Grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit:)  and  anger,  {They  provoked 

lohn  T9i.    his  Holy  Spirit:)  fenfe;  {what  he  Jhall  hear,  he  will  fpeak:) 

JJIjj^j^j^ fpeech,  there  and  in  many  other  places;  (//  is  hot  you, 

faith  our  Saviour,  that  fpeak,  but  the  Spirit  of  your  Father 

ABm  xiii.  ^Jhat  is  in  you :  and.  The  Spirit  faid,  Separate  me  Barnabas 

and  Saul  for  the  work,  whereunto  I  have  called  them :  and 

AAs  X.  19.  again,  very  emphatically,  fVhile  Peter  thought  on  the  vifion, 

tJte  Spirit  faid  unto  him,  Behold,  three  menfeek  thee.)  Now 
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^%3iefe  and  the  like  faculties  and  afts  are  clearly  perfonal ;  SERM. 
ziot  reprefenting  any  quality,  or  energy,  but  a  live  and  in-  XXXIV. 
^elledual  fubfiance.  To  interpret  all  thefe  things  as  fpoken  ■ 

by  fidion  or  dramatically,  what  is  it  but  to  transform 
God's  oracles  into  Pythian  riddles,  and  of  theology  to 
firame  a  mythology  ?  That  fometimes  for  emphalis  fake,  in 
matters  lefs  dark  or  high,  the  holy  Scripture  may  fome- 
time  ufe  fuch  fchemes,  nothing,  I  confefs,  doth  hinder ; 
but  that  perpetually  it  fhould  involve  fuch  a  moft  grave 
and  fublime  matter  with  fuch  tortuous  forms  of  fpeechj 
doth  in  truth  not  feem  confentaneous  to  its  moft  holy  and 
fimple  majefty :  as  more  iimply,  more  clearly,  and  more 
intelli^bly,  fo  more  compendioufly,  it  might  have  been 
fidd,  God  knoweth,  God  willeth,  God  is  thus  or  thus  af- 
feded,  God  fpeaketh ;  than,  God's  virtue  knoweth,  God's 
power  willeth,  God's  efficacy  fpeaketh  :  if  thefe  manners 
of  fpeech  did  not  otherwife  differ,  at  leaft  the  former 
would  be  more  clear,  fimple,  and  expedite,  nor  would  it 
fo  yield  occafion  to  errors  and  doubts;  and  tlierefore  more 
worthy  it  would  be  of  the  holy  writ.  However  fuch  pro- 
fi^pceias  fhould  not  be  inept,  but  fuch  as  mofl  appofitely 
fliould  agree  to  the  matter  propofed,  which  would  not 
happen  in  this  cafe  :  for  of  thofe  perfonal  attributes  fome 
at  leafl  do  fcarce  admit  thofe  figurate  fenfes,  or  do  plainly 
refufe  them ;  it  is  hard  to  fay  that  a  divine  power  doth 
know  or  hear ;  and  who  wUl  fay  that  a  divine  efficacy  is 
afifeAed  with  anger  or  forrow  ? 

I  add,  that  when  the  fin  of  blafphemy  is  faid  to  be 
committed  againfl  the  Holy  Spirit,  jufl  in  the  fame  form 
of  Ipeech  as  againfl  the  Son,  it  is  fignified  that  the  Holy 
SjHrit  is  in  the  fame  manner  a  Perfon  as  the  Son  is  a  Per- 
fon ;  otherwife  the  comparifon  would  not  feem  to  be  well 
framed. 

4.  The  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  fame  manner  and  by  like 
ri^t  as  the  Father  and  Son,  is  the  obje£t  6i  our  fiuth, 
worfhip,  obedience ;  the  which,  as  by  divers  other  ways, 
(as  afterwards  we  may  fhew,)  fo  efpecially  doth  appear 
from  the  form  of  baptifm  mfiituted  and  prefcribed  by  ouf 
Losd ;  where  we  as  weU  are  baptized  into  die  name  of 
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%VMIL. p^ared^  and  three  men  appeared  to  Aim;  as  alfo  that  tbe 

XXXIV,  hymn  (Trifagias)  in  Ifaiah  and  the  Apocalypfedo  infinuate 

ifa.Ti.8.  'it;  likewife  that  the  phrafes^  Creavit  Elohim,  {Gods  in  the 

2^'J^'.®^  plural,  did  create  in  the  fingular;)  Faciamus  hominem,  Let 

n$  make  man;  Jehovah  Elohim,  the  Lord  our  Gods;  and  the 

like,  may  well  hither  be  referred.  For  from  what  hath  been 

faid  the  Sociman  error  may  feem  abundantly  confuted. 

III.  We  thirdly  now  do  aflert  (fuppofing  his  perfon- 
ality)  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  God,  coeflential  to  God  the 
Father  and  God  the  Son ;  or  that  the  one  divine  nature 
(with  all  its  attributes  and  perfe£Uons)  is  common  to  him 
with  the  Father;  or  that  (which  is  the  fame)  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  God,  that  mod  high  God,  moft  abfolutdy  and 
properly  fo  called;  (for,  feeing  the  holy  Scriptures  do  fine- 
quently  inculcate  that  there  is  but  one  God^  if  the  Holy 
Spirit  be  God,  he  muft  neceflarily  be  coeflential  to  the 
Father  and  the  Son.)  Now  that  he  is  Grod,  we,  againft 
the  Macedonians,  or  Semi-Arians,  do  aflert,  and  by  thefe 
arguments  prove. 

I.  The  moft  proper  names  of  God  and  the  moft  divine 
titles  are  every  where  (according  to  juft  interpretation  and 
by  perfpicuous  confequence)  attributed  unto  the  Holy 
Spirit :  inafmuch  as  often,  (almoft  ever,)  upon  various  oc-* 
caiions,  the  fame  words,  works,  and  afts  are  referred  to 
God  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit ;  fo  that  whatever  God  is  laid 
to  have  fpoken,  to  have  performed,  to  have  made,  that 
alfo  is  reported  faid,  tranfadcd,  produced  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft;  and  reciprocally,  whatever  doth  any  way  regard 
the  Holy  Spirit,  that  is  referred  to  God  :  the  which  doth 
argue  that  between  the  beings  denoted  by  the  names  God 
and  Holy  Spirit  an  eflential  identity  or  unity  doth  inter- 
cede. Of  the  Ifraelites  being  wickedly  incredulous  and 
Pf.  Ixxviii.  refraftory  it  is  faid,  They  tempted  and  provoked  the  moft 
***•  high  Gody  and  kept  not  his  tejiimonies:  the  fame  Ifaiah 

Ifa.  ixiii.  thus  exprcflcth;  They  rebelled,  and  vexed  his  Holy  Spirit. 
Aets  xxviii  ^"  Ifaiah  (vi.  9.)  G«d  is  faid  to  fend  the  prophets;  St.  PaiJ 
«*•  reporting  it  faith  the  Holy  Ghoft  fent  them.     St.  Peter 

chargeth  Ananias,  that  he  had  lied  to  the  Holy  Spirit; 
Msv.3,4*and  thence  that  he  had  lied  to  God:  AnaniaSy  faith  he^ 
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^y  hath  Satan  ^filled  thine  heart  to  lie  unto  the  Holy  SERM. 

GAqfif  prefently  he  fubjoinsj  Thou  hq/i  not  lied  unto  men,  XXXIV. 

iui  unto  God:  he  plainly  by  thofe  namcB  defigneth  the 

iame  things^  and  more  than  intimates  it  to  be  the  fame 
tiling  to  lie  to  God^  and  to  lie  to  the  Spirit.    Our  Lord, 
tt  man,  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  for  that 
leafon  was  the  Son  of  God ;   The  Holy  Ghqfi,  laid  the  Luke  i.  3». 
uigeif  Jhall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Highe/l 
JhM  overfiadow  thee:  therefore  that  holy  thing  wfueh Jhall 
k  bown  of  thee  Jhall  be  called  the  Son  of  God:  what  conle- 
fKiioe  were  there  of  this,  if  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  not  God  ? 
Olir  Lord  alfo  is  laid  to  have  performed  his  miracles  by 
the  power  of  God  and  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
incBflkrently ;  If  I,  faith  he  in  St.  Matthew,  by  the  Spirit  MtauxW. 
tfGed  cqfi  out  devils:  in  St.  Luke  he  laith.  If  I  by  MeLujKzi.ao. 
Jbiger  (that  is,  by  the  power)  of  God  cqfi  out  devils :  and  ^™*  '^* 
both  phrafes  St.  Paul  doth  equipollently  exprefs  by  theABMim. 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghojl:  and  St.  Peter  lays,  that  God  didl^"^  '"' 
the  miracles  by  him.  The  holy  Scripture,  becaufe  dilated  1  Pet-  i*  n- 
1^  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  faid  to  be  ^e^ivro;,  or  infpired  by  3  p^'i.  91, 
God.    The  Spirit  fpake  in  the  prophets,  faith  St.  Peter,  ^^^  »•  7o, 
and  the  other  holy  writers  conunonly ;  Godjpake  in  them,  (Umd.  t.  5. 
fidth  the  Apofile  to  the  Hebrews ;  and  others  likewife  fo  ^  '^^'  '^' 
(rfken  as  the  holy  Scripture  is  called  the  word  of  God. 
The  Holy  Spirit  dothjhed  abroad  and  work  charity  in  our 
hearts  $  we  are  thence  f{ud  to  be  3fo8/Saxroj,  taught  by 
God  to  love  one  another;  yea  every  virtue,  all  holinefs,  is 
promilcuoufly  afcribed  to  God  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  as  its 
immediate  authors ;  To  be  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and,  Rom.  Tiii. 
God  wwrketh  in  us  to  will  and  to  do,  do  fignify  the  fame  {;{^'.j^ ..  ^^ 
thing.    Every  fiuthful  Chriftian  is  therefore  caUed  a  tem- 
ple, (that  is,  a  place  confecrated  to  God,)  becaufe  the  Holy 
Smrit  in  a  fpecial  manner  is  prefent  in  him;   Know  ye  not  1  Cor.  iii. 
that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God\\\  ^^'  ""''' 
dmelleth  in  youf  faith  St.  Paul  in  our  text ;  know  ye  not  a  Cor.  vi. 
that  ye  are  God's  temple?  whence  (houldweknow  it  ?  Ro,n.Tiii.o. 
from  hence,  that  God's  Spirit  inhabiteth  you;  becaufe  the 
inhabitation  of  the  Spirit  is  the  lame  with  the  inhabita* 
tion  of  God.    The  fame  Apofile  agun;  In  whom  ye  areZyh.  u.  ss. 

VOL.  V.  H 
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SERM.  ^Ifo  huilded  together  for  an  habitation  qf  God  thnmgh  the^ 
XXXIV.  Spirt/;  for  an  habitation  of  God  in  the  Spirit;  that  is 
therefore  an  habitation  of  God,  becaufe  the  Sinrit  dwell- 
eth  in  you :  how  could  the  divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit  be 
more  exprefsly  declared  ?  We  may  add,  that  St.  Paul  call- 
si  Cor.  iii.   eth  the  Holy  Spirit,  Lord,  6  St  Kvptog  ri  UvwfiA  If  i^  But  the 
i;**c.      2^^^  ^  ^^^  Spirit;  which  Spirit,  in  the  words  inunc- 
diately  foUowing,  is  called  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord;  the 
which  alfo  before,  as  St.  Chryfoftom  noteth,  is  called  the 
Spirit  of  the  living  God :  the  Spirit  therefore  of  the  Liord 
is  the  Lord  himfelf,  unto  whom  the  Jews,  when  the  ydl 
covering  their  minds  is  taken  ofi^  fhall  return.     (£afily» 
1  JohnT.7.St.  John  affirms  the  Father^  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  to  ie 

cne;  and  therefore  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  God.) 

Dial,  ad-        Hencc  (for  corollary  to  this  argument)  we  fee  how  we 

^.'•Md    ^^^y  ^^^^d  ^^  importunity  of  the  Macedoniansy  who  did 

Atban.      nothing  but  alk  where  in  Scripture  the  Holy  Ghoft  is 

called  God:  where,  fay  you,  is  he  called  God?  where  not? 

(ay  I :  almoft  every  where  he  in  efied  is  fo  called ;  feeiDg 

when  all  about  in  the  lame  deed,  or  in  the  fame  hiflory, 

the  fame  words  and  aAs  are  reported  of  Csfar  and  of  the 

Emperor,  it  may  rightly  be  pronounced,  that  Casiar  is 

there  called  Emperor ;  which  no  man,  I  fuppofe,  will  oon- 

tradid.    The  cafe  is  here  pliunly  the  fame  between  the 

Holy  Spirit  and  God. 

2.  To  the  Holy  Spirit  are  moft  exprefsly  attributed  all 
the  incommunicable  perfe^ons  of  God;  the  elTential  cha- 
racters and  properties  of  the  divine  nature.  The  very  ej^- 
thet  of  holy  (abfolutely,  in  way  of  excellence  charaCkerif- 
tically  put)  is  one  of  them :  for,  as  it  is  in  Hannah's  fong, 
1  Sam.ii.s.TAa'e  is  none  holy  as  the  Lord;  neither  is  there  any  b^fide 
thee:  there  b  none  befide  God  a.bfolutely  and  perfc^y 
holy,  (that  is,  by  a  moft  remote  diftance  fevered  from  aU 
things,  far  exalted  above  all  things,  peculiarly  venerable 
and  auguft  in  majefty,)  whence  6  iym,  the  Holy  One,  is  a 
diftinfilive  title  of  God.  Yea  the  name  oifpirit  itfelf  (ab- 
folutely and  eminently  put,  and  fo  importing  higheft  pu- 
rity and  perfefteft  aAuality)  doth  feem  to  imply  the  fame. 
Alfo  eternity,  immenfity,  omnifcience,  omnipotency,  (than 
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*wlii<^  no  more  high  perfe&ions^  or  more  proper  to  God,  SBRM. 
can  be  conceived,}  are  attributed  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  Eter-  XXXIV. 
nity;  for  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  calls  him  aMoviov  ' 

nMu^MK,  ike  eternal  Spirit;   {How  much  morcj  faith  he,Hcb.ix.i4. 
fluM  ike  blood  of  Ckriji,  who  by  the  eternal  Spirit  offered 
himfelf  without  Jpot  to  God,  purge  your  coTifcienceP)     Im- 
meofity;  IVhither,  faith  the  Plalmift,  Jhall  I  go  from  thy  PC.  cxxxix. 
Spirit  ^  and  whither  JhaU  I  fly  from  thy  face  f  the  queftion^' 
involveth  a  negation;  and  fignifieth  a  manifeft  reafon 
thereof:  I  cannot  fly  any  whither  from  thy  Spirit,  becaufe 
it  is  every  where  prefent.    Omnifcience ;  The  Spirit,  faith  1  Cor.  iu 
St.  Paul,  doth  fearch  all  things,  (that  is,  it  perfeaiy  com-  *®' "' 
prehendeth  all  things,)  even  the  deep  things  of  God;  ret 
0«9i|,  the  depths,  or  deepeft  things  of  God,  and  confe- 
ijuently  all  things  which  God  knows,  or  can  be  known,} 
even  thofe  things,  which  to  comprehend  doth  as  far  ex- 
ceed the  condition  of  a  creature,  as  it  goeth  beyond  the 
capacity  of  one  man  to  difcem  the  cogitations  and  aflec- 
tions  cf  another  man;  for  fuch  a  comparifon  St.  Paul 
doth  make :  our  Saviour  in  the  Gofpel  faith,  {None  know-  Luke  x.  ai. 
eih  who  is  the  Son,  but  the  Father  ;  nor  who  is  the  Father, 
iui  the  Son :  but  the  Holy  Spirit  did  queflionlefs  know 
who  was  the  Father,  and  who  the  Son :  he  had  a  know- 
ledge therefore  moft  divine  and  incommunicable.)    Parti- 
cularly to  the  Holy  Spirit  is  afligned  the  knowledge  of 
future  contingencies ;  which  knowledge  is  peculiarly  high 
and  mofl  proper  to  God,  and  is  therefore  called  divina- 
tion; the  which  peculiarly  is  appropriated  to  the  Holy 
Spirit,  as  its  immediate  principle;  whence  he  is  called  /A^ jSpb*  in.  5. 
^irit  if  prophecy,  the  Spirit  of  revelation,  the  Spirit  of  rcV.  xix. 
wifibm,  the  Spirit  of  truth;  and  from  him  all  the  prophets  ]o- 
sre  faid  to  derive  their  foreknowing  power.    To  thefe 
may  be  adjoined  other  no  lefs  divine  attributes  of  the 
Holy  Spirit ;  as  independency  in  will  and  operation ;  for, 
AU  thefe  things  (faith  St.  Paul,  that  is,  the  produ£lion  ofi  Cor.xii. 
thole  excellent  graces,  the  diflribution  of  thofe  wonderful 
gifts)  doth  one  and  the  fame  Spirit  work,  dividing  to  every 
one  as  he  unlleth.    And  as  the  wind  bloweth  wltere  it  will"  John  ui.  s. 
eth,  nor  can  be  determined  or  hindered  by  any  thing,  fo 

N  2, 
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S  ERM.  (M  o^  Lofcl  infinuates  in  the  Gofpel)  the  Holy  Spirit  ac- 
XXXIV.  cording  to  his  pleafure  worketh  every  where^.  Abfolute 
Mate  six.  goodnefs^  which  bdongeth  only  to  God}  (for.  There  is 
17.  ,,,  none  good  but  onp,  God  himfelf;)  but^  Thy  Spirit,  futh  the 
Pfal.  cxhii.  pgjjjjyj^  ^  g^^^^  i^j  ^  i^^^  ^^  i^^  ^j  vprightnefs. 

Nch.  ix,ao.  Mod  abfolute  veracity,  (which  alfo  doth  imply  both  perfed 
knowledge  and  extreme  goodnefs,)  the  which  is  fignified 
1  John  T.  6.  by  the  title  of  truth  abftra€ted]y  affigned  to  him ;  //  is, 
fiEUtb  St.  John,  the  Spirit  that  leareth  witnefs,  becaufe  the 
Spirit  is  truth;  that  is,  mod  abfolutely  and  perfe&ly  vera- 
cious. In  fine,  omnipotency  doth  belong  to  the  Holy 
Spirit,  as  by  his  works  doth  appear,  which  we  (hall  im- 
mediately propound  in  the  next  argument.    For, 

3*  Moft  divine  operations  (tranfcending  the  power  erf* 

any  created  thing)  are  afcribed  to  the  Holy  Ghoft :  fuch 

are;  To  create  things,  and  make  the  world;  for  it  was  the 

Spirit  which  refting  upon  the  unfhapen  mafs  did  hatch 

Job  zxvi.    the  world  :  By  his  Spirit,  fdth  Job,  he  hath  gamifted  the 

,Pf.xuiii.6.  Aeat/en^.*  [and.  By  the  word  of  the  Lord,  faith  the  Pialmifty 

were  the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  hofl  of  them  by  the 

Heb.  iti.  4.  breath  of  his  mouth,  or  by  his  Spirit :]  But  he,  as  the 

Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  fiuth,  who  made  all  things  is  God. 

Pf.  ciY.  30.  To  conferve  things ;  Thou  fendeft  forth  thy  Spirit,  they  are 

created;  and  thou  reneweft  the  face  of  the  earth,  iiuth  the 

Pfalmift;   fpeaking  about  the  continued  produ£tion,  or 

confervation  of  things.   Particularly  to  produce  man,  both 

a^  firft  and  continually :  for  the  foul  of  the  protoplaft  was 

derived  from  the  Spirit  of  God ;  and  good  Elihu  profefleth 

Jobxxxiii.  of  himfelf;  The  Spirit  of  God  hath  made  me,  and  the 

breath  of  the  Almighty  hath  given  me  life :  yea,  (which 

worthily  may  be  deemed  fomewhat  greater  and  more  dif- 

•h  xrirn  &«  ficult,)  to  Create  men  again,  or  renew  them,  being  marred 

V^IbJ:^'^^^  deformed,  unto  the  image  of  God,   (quickening  a 

Eph.iv.  24.  man's  fpirit  in  a  manner  dead,  enlightening  his  blind 

a  Cor!  iY.;6.nund,  reforming  his  perverfe  affe6Uon8;)  which  to  eSeGt,  as- 

CoUii.  10  ^^  "  afcribed  to  God,  fo  alfo  to  the  Holy  Spirit  in  places 

I  E;  f4,r,  7»  w  irtof  fl-5  /UfU  &ya5^i/  ri  vnZfut  ri  «yw»,  tix  h  tym^n  UXi^^n, 
im-iri  KuMttg  wx^rurt  «  xsXiTr^Mi  kya^if,  mbAI  &tBf»Hr»f  yiyfu  j4than.  con- 
tra AffoU.  torn.  i.  p.  607. 
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numberlefi.     Alfo  (which  is  conneded  ^th  that)  to  SERI^ 
juftify  a  man^  to  remit  fins,  (not  minifterially,  but,  which  XXXI\ 
^         is  proper  to  God,  principally  and  abfolutely;)  for,  ye  are^  Luke  t.  t 
fiuth  St.  Paul,  juftified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Je/us,  and  ^  Cor.  k 
by  the  Spirit  of  our  God     To  animate  the  Church  by  his  Kt^mMii 
influence,  to  govern  it  by  his  power  and  guidance,  to  ^*):  "*'  ?: 
prefcribe  laws  unto  it,  to  fet  rulers  over  it,  to  difpenfe  is.  ''  *" 
gifts  and  graces  requifite  for  the  building,  propagation,  ^^j^g'^'*^ 
and  prefervation  thereof,  are  works  of  his,  and  together  Eph.hr.i: 
the  moft  proper  and  principal  works  of  divine  power.  H^jif^ 
To  perform  miracles,  that  is,  works  contrary  or  fuperior 
to  the  laws  of  nature,  and  therefore  only  congruous  to 
God;  the  doing  of  which  is  peculiarly  attributed  to  God-s 
Spirit ;  particularly  to  raife  the  dead,  which  is  the  higheft 
of  miracles ;  If,  (kith  St.  Paul,  he  thai  raifed  up  Jefiis  Rom.  yUI. 
from  the  dead  dwell  in  you,  he  that  raifed  up  Chriflfrom^^' 
the  deadjhall  alfo  quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by  his  Spirit 
thai  dwelleth  in  you.    In  fine,  there  is  no  work,  either  of 
nature,  or  of  providence,  or  of  grace,  fo  fublime,  or  fo 
difficult,  which  is  not  afcribed  to  the  efficacy  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  the  which  doth  (hew  his  fovereign  authority  and 
his  almighty  power:  for  furely  by  no  more  plain  and 
cogent  arguments,  than  by  thefe,  can  the  omnipotence  of 
the  fupreme  Deity  itfelf  be  demonftrated. 

4.  The  divine  majefty  of  the  Holy  Spirit  may  alfo  be  af- 
ferted  from  the  divine  wor(h]p  which  is  dtdy  to  be  yield- 
ed to  him.  It  by  God's  appointment  is  yielded  to  him, 
when  bdng  folemnly  baptized  in  his  name  we  do  profefs 
to  place  our  faith  and  hope  upon  him,  we  do  proteft  our 
reverence  and  obedience  to  him.  The  fame  is  then  ex- 
hibited, when,  according  to  the  rule  of  St.  Paul,  together  s  Cor.  ziii. 
mth  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  and  the  love  of  God  ^** 
the  Father,  we  implore  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  (ame  is  not  obfcurely  fignified  whenever  (that  which 
often  occurs)  in  the  execution  of  divine  (moft  excdlent 
and  admirable)  offices  and  works  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  put 
in  conjundion  and  co-ordination  with  the  Father  and  the 
Son :  for  that  by  God,  moft  jealous  and  curious,  as  it 
were,  of  his  honour,  (who  more  than  once  profefleth  that 
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8ERM.  he  will  not  impart  his  glory  to  another ,)  fliould  be  al- 
XXXIV.  lowed  to  any  creature,  to  march  in  even  rank,  to  feem 
ifa.  xiii.  8.  advanced  to  an  equal  pitch  of  dignity  with  himfelf,  is  no^- 
wife  credible,  or  agreeable  to  reafon.     {What  aymmwmn 
can  there  he  between  a  creature  and  his  Creator  f  Why 
Jhould  that  which  is  made  be  numbered  together  with  his 
Maker,  in  the  performing  of  all  things  P  fidth  St.  Atha- 
nafius  well"*.)     Moreover,  what  dignity  belongs  to  the 
Holy  Spirit,  what  reverence  is  due  to  him,  appears  clearly 
from  that  the  blafphemy  againft  him  is  peculiarly  unpar- 
donable, whenas  the  faults  committed  againft  God  the 
Father,  and  obloquy  againft  the  Son,  are  capable  of  re- 
miftion  :  for  the  nature  of  things  doth  fcarce  bear,  that  to 
detraft  from  a  creature  ftiould  be  a  crime  fo  capital,  or 
receive  fuch  aggravation ;  it  cannot  well  be  conceived 
that  the  honour  of  a  creature  (hould  in  fuch  a  manner  be 
preferred  to  the  honour  of  God  himfelf.     {How,  faith  St. 
Ambrofe,  can  any  one  dare  to  reckon  the  Holy  Ghoft  among 
creqturesP  or  who  dothfo  render  himfelf  obnoxious,  that  if 
he  derogate  from  a  creature,  he  may  notfuppofe  it  to  be  re- 
laxable  to  him  byfome pardon ^) 
5.  Again,  whereas  Chrift,  even  as  a  man,  is  elevated  hi 
Phil.  u.  9.  dignity  and  eminence  above  all  creatures,  {above  every 
Eph.  I.  ai.  fiQffie^far  above  all  principality,  authority,  and  power,  as 
the  Apofile  teaches  us,)  he  is  yet  in  that  refped  inferior^ 
and  ^ves  place  to  the  Holy  Spirit.    ^  For  as  fuch  he  did 
Matt.  i.  ao.  receive  his  nature  from  the  Holy  Spirit ;  That  which  is 
conceived  in  her  is  of  the  Holy  Gliq/l,  faith  the  Evan- 
Heb.  iii.  8.  gelift ;  and.  More  honour  than  the  houfe  hath  he  that  made 
it,  (kith  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews.     Chrift  was  fent  by 

fturtu  Tf  wiJl/ram  ut  rn*  rmv  waprmf  riXi/«riv ;     ^tk,  Orat,  in  Ar, 

'AnCIf  if  irri  Xiyut  mnrTiv,  j}  irainrit  ri  w^ivfiu  t§S  &t0V,  iirirt  r«#«  yfmfh 

wmXmtm  n  »mi  xatni  furk  irmr^it  tuii  mmi  twm^iSftu  tiiri,  mm  iJ^a^u,     Id.  «i^ 

i»#^M»  ir^f  ..torn.  i.  p.  600. 
"  Quoroodo  inter  creatures  audct  qutiquam  Spiritum  S.  compuCare  ?  aut 

quia  (ic  fe  obligat,  ut  f\  creaturam  dcrogavertt,  non  putet  fibi  hoc  aliqua 

venia  relazandum  ?    Amhrof, 

•  Quomodo  creattira  dicitur,  qui  Domini  Creator  ex  Maria  compiobatur  ? 

4u%.  Sirm,  n.  Matu  i.  dt  Temp, 
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the  Holy  Siririt;  The  Lord  God,  fwth  the  Prophet  of  hiip,  SERM. 
and  his  Spirit  hathfent  me.    But,  The  jipo/tle,  (aith  he  XXXIV, 
himfelf,  is  not  greater  than  fie  thatfent  him  ;  the  fent  is  ifa.  xiviii. 
not  greater,  that  is,  (by  a  Xnr^s,  or  fwiWij,  the  figure  of  j^^     ... 
diminution,)  he  is  inferior  to  the  fender.     Chrift  was  con- 16, 
fecrated  and  inaugurated  into  his  offices  by  the  Holy 
Spirit;  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  (foretold  Ifaiah  of  Chrift,  ifa.  ixi.  1, 
as  the  Evangelifts  interpret)  is  upon  me,  becaufe  he  hath]^^^^^.^^  ^^ 
anointed  me :  but.  Without  controverfy,  the  lejfer  is  hleffed  Heb.  vii.  1. 
by   the  greater,  (kith  the  Apoftle.     Chrift  was  by  the[°i"V|;84. 
Holy  Ghoft  endowed  with  excellent  gifts  abundantly  and^i*  ^o,  59. 
beyond  meafure;  but,  //  is  more  bleffed  to  give  than  /OMatt.xiL 
receive,  is  an  aphorifm  out  of  our  Lord's  own  mouth  :  in^*    . 
fine,  our  Lord  did  by  virtue  of  the  Holy  Spirit  perform  Rom.  i.  4. 
miracles;   by  the  eternal  Spirit  he  offered  himfelf  to^'"'"' 
God ;  by  the  Spirit  he  was  raifed  from  the  dead :  which 
things  axe  manifeft  arguments  that  the  Holy  Spirit  doth 
excel  Chrift  as.  man:  vtrherefore  feeing  beiide  God  only, 
nothing  is  in  worth  or  dignity  fuperior  to  Chrift,  it  ne- 
ceflarily  follows  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  God. 

6.  I  add,  that  whereas  upon  divers  occafions  the  ranks 
and  orders  of  creatures  are  mentioned  in  Scripture,  (as 
where  all  the  quire  of  them  is  fummoned  and  cited  to  fing 
the  praifes  of  God ;  namely,  the  angels,  the  heavens,  the  P&l.  ciii. 
earth,  men,  beafts,  plants ;  when  catalogues  are  recited  J*p^j,  ^^ 
of  things  made  by  Chrift,  and  fubje£t  to  him,  among  ^-  . 
which  angels,  thrones,  dominations,  dignities,  and  powers  Epti.  \,  31. 
are  mentioned,)  it  is  ftrange,  that  this  top  of  creatures,  l?^"**  ^'*'* 
(if  a  creature  he  be,)   this  leader  of  the  quire,  ftiould 
wholly  be  pretermitted.     It  is  very  probable,  that  if  the 
Prophets  had  known,  or  the  Apoftles  had  thought  this, 
they  would  have  not  been  filent  about  it ;  they  would,  as 
reafon  had  required,  have  fet  hiih  in  the  head  of  all; 
which  if  they  had  done,  they  would  have  exempted  us 
from  thefe  fcruples  and  errors  in  fo  high  a  point:  but 
they  could  not  do  it,  becaufe  indeed  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
not  in  the  order  of  creatures :  the  which  we  do  feem  fuf- 
ficiently  to  have  proved. 

To  ail  the  premifed  points  no  fmall  acceffion  of  weight 
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SBRM.  doth  come  from  the  authority  of  fo  many  holy  fathers 
XXXIV.  and  councils ;  and  from  the  confent  of  the  Church,  run- 
ning  down  through  fo  many  ages;   to  oppofe  which, 
without  very  weighty  and  manifeft  reafons,  doth  as  much 
recede  from  prudence,  as  it  is  far  from  modefty. 
III.  The  next  point  we  (hall  confider  is  the  original  of  the 

Holy  Spirit;  the  which  we  do  affert  to  be  in  way  of 
proceflion  jointly  from  God  the  Father  and  God  the 
Son;  meaning  hereby,  that  to  this  divine  Perfon  in  a 
peculiar  manner  (incomprehenfible  indeed,  and  inefiable, 
but  which  in  fome  manner  by  this  term  proceffion  may 
be  fignified)  the  divine  eflence  which  he  hath  is  commu- 
nicated from  the  Father  and  the  Son. 
i»  kp*  Ufii     That  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not  from  himfelf,  as  the  Fa- 
Johrxvi.    ^^^  ^^'  ^*  plain ;  for  that  being  fuppofed,  there  would  be 
19.  more  firft  principles  than  one,  and  confequently  more 

Gods  than  one ;  which  is  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of 
Scripture :  neither  did  any  ever  affirm  fo  much. 
Novat.  de      That  he  proceedeth  from  the  Father,  appeareth  from  that 
nn.  31.    ^^  Father  is  the  fountain  and  firft  principle  of  all  eflence ; 
)ohnxT.i6.and  by  our  Saviour  the  Spirit  is  faid  hLinqtiw^tAy  to  go  out 
from  the  Father  ;  and  he  is  called  ri  IlysS/xa  ri  %k  toD  Omu^ 
iCor.ii.ia.TAe  Spirit  that  is  out  of  God  (the  Father)  by  St.  Paul: 
and  this  is  generally  confefled. 

That  alfo  he  doth  proceed  from  the  Son  (which  is  by 

the  modem  Greeks  denied)  may  be  proved. 

M8^.x.ao.     I.  Becaufe  as  he  is  called  the  Spirit  of  the  Father,  fo 

Romlviii.i.  he  is  alfo  often  ftyled  the  Spirit  of  the  Son ;  which  figni- 

iJlf- ^^V'fi^s  he  is  in  a  like  manner  related  to  the  Son  as  to  the 

Father;  and  that  both  therefore  in  a  like  manner  confpire 

to  his  production. 

a.  He  is  faid  to  be  fent,  as  from  the  Father,  fo  alfo 
from  the  Son.  But  miilion  and  proceflion  do  not  feem  to 
differ,  except  in  manner  of  fpeech,  (one  more  efpecially 
denoting  the  name  whence,  the  other  the  aft  or  effcA  of 
the  fame  thing;)  nor  doth  it  agree  to  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  (as  we  have  fliewed)  is  God,  to  go  out,  or  be  fent, 
otherwife  than  by  reception  of  eflence. 
3.  The  Son  fidth  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ex  tow  I/xou  mnrof. 
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Hejhall  take  of  minCi  andjhalljhew  it  unto  you;  and^  to  SERM. 
the  fame  purpofe,  IVhatfoever  hejhall  heavy  hejhalljpeak  ;  XXXIV. 
by  which  (aying  it  is  intimated  that  the  Holy  Spirit  doth  john  ivi. 
receive  knowledge  from  the  Son ;  the  which,  being  God,  '^*  **• 
he  cannot  otherwife  do,  than  by  receiving  his  eiTence 
from  the  Son. 

4.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  a  Perfon  third  in  order :  feeing 
then  the  Son  before  him  in  order  (in  order,  I  fay,  not  in 
time)  obtaineth  the  divine  nature,  fo  that  when  the 
Holy  Spirit  doth  proceed,  it  is  common  to  both  Father 
and  Son,  he  cannot  receive  it  from  the  Father  feparately^ 
or  without  alfo  deriving  it  from  the  Son.  Thus  our 
Lord  himfelf  feemeth  to  have  argued,  when  he  faith.  All  John  xji. 
things  that  the  Father  hath  are  mine:  therefore faid  /,  that 
he^flifiU  take  of  mine,  andjhalljhew  it  unto  you. 

5«  Laftly,  our  Saviour,  as  St.  Auguftine  and  Cyril  con- 
ceive,   did  fignify  this    proceilion  from    himfelf,  when 
breathing  on  his  difciples  he  faid,  Receive  ye  the  Ho/y  John  zx.9s. 
Ghojl. 

6,  To  thefe  arguments  may  be  added  the  confentient  Dcus  Patcr 
authority  of  the  Latin  Fathers,  Hilary,  Ambrofe,  Auftin,  ^1,^  fibi. 
and  the  reft ;  which  explicitly  teach  this  doctrine.    Alfo  Ti*f»  f*'^ 
the  more  ancient  Greeks,  Athanaiius,  Baiil,  both   the  «^^^u«r«f . 
Gregories,  Epiphanius,   Cyrillus  Alexandrinus,  do   i^'fJaApJ"" 
though  feldom  exprefsly  in  terms^  yet  equipollently,  and  torn.  i.  p. 
according  to  fenfe)  fay  the  fame. 

We  proceed  now  to  the  peculiar  offices,  frm£Uon8,  and  '^' 
operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit :  many  fuch  there  are  in  an 
efpecial  manner  attributed  or  appropriated  to  him;  which, 
as  they  refpeft  God,  feem  reducible  to  two  general  ones ; 
the  declarations  of  God's  mind,  and  the  execution  of  his 
will :  as  they  are  referred  to  man,  (for  in  regard  to  other 
beings,  the  Scripture  doth  not  fo  much  confider  what  he 
performs,  it  not  concerning  us  to  know  it,)  are  efpecially 
the  producing  in  us  all  qualities  and  difpofitions,  the  guid- 
ing and  aiding  us  in  all  aftions  requiiite  or  conducible  to 
our  eternal  happinefs  and  falvation:  to  which  may  be 
added  the  interceflion  between  God  and  man,  which 
jointly  refpedeth  both. 
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SERM.  I.  Firft,  it  is  his  efpecial  work  to  declare  God's  mind 
XXXIV.  to  us ;  whence  he  is  ftyled  the  Spirit  of  truth,  the  Spirit 
JotanzT.te.  ofp^^P^^^f  '^  Spirit  of  revelation  ;  for  that  all  fapema- 
Eph.  i.  17.  tural  light  and  wifdom  have  ever  proceeded  from  him. 
Veriosubi-He  in(lru£ted  all  the  prophets  that  have  been  Jince  the 
cwgwB  cft»  world  began  to  know,  he  enabled  them  to  fpeak^  the  mind 
Sanao  eft.  of  God  concerning  things  prefent  and  future.  Holy  men 
Luke  u  70.  ^^Y^^^  j^^^^  taught  men  their  duty,  and  led  them  in  the 

«Ptr.  1.91.  way  to  blifs)  were  but  his  inftruments,  Tl^eaftiifg^  as  they 
were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghq/i, 

By  his  infpiration  the  holy  Scriptures  (the  moft  full  and 
1  Tim.  lit.  certain  witnefs  of  God's  mind,  the  law  and  teJUmony  by 
***  which  our  life  is  to  be  direfted  and  regulated)  were  con- 

John  xri.  ceived.  He  guided  the  Apojiles  into  all  truth,  and  by 
*••  them  inftrufted  the  world  in   the  knowledge  of  God's 

gracious  intentions  toward  mankind,  and  in  all  the  holy 
Eph.  iii.  5.  myfterie^  of  the  Gofpel ;  That  which  in  other  ages  was  not 
made  known  unto  the  fons  of  men,  as  it  is  now  revealed 
\ Cox, \u\o.unto  his  holy  apojiles  and  prophets  by  the  Spirit:  Eye 
hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the 
heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them 
that  love  him :  but  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us  by  his 
Spirit,  faith  St.  Paul.  All  the  knowledge  we  can  pretend 
to  in  thefe  things  doth  proceed  merely  from  his  revela- 
tion, doth  wholly  rely  upon  his  authority. 

a.  To  him  it  efpecially  belongs  to  execute  the  will  of 
God,  in  matters  tranfcending  the  ordinary  power  and 
*Luke  i.  35.  courfe  of  nature.  Whence  he  is  called  the  power  of  the 
XXIV.  49.  j^qJi  High,  (that  is,  the  fubftantial  power  and  virtue  of 
Luke  xi.ao.  God,)  the  finger  of  God,  (as  by  comparing  the  expreffions 
as!  "  ®f  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Luke  may  appear;)  and  whatever 
Pfal.xxxiii.  eminent  God  hath  deiigned,  he  is  faid  to  perform  by  him. 
Ccn.  i.  1.  By  him  he  framed  the  world,  and,  as  Job  fpeaketh,  gar* 
nijiied  the  heavens.  By  him  he  govemeth  the  world,  fo 
that  all  extraordinary  works  of  providence,  (when  Grod 
befide  the  common  law  and  ufual  courfe  of  nature  doth 
interpofe  to  do  any  thing,)  all  miraculous  performances, 
are  attributed  to  his  energy.  By  him  our  Saviour,  by 
him  the  Apoftles,  by  him   the  Prophets  are  exprefsly 
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(aid  to  perform  their  wonderful  works ;  but  efpecially  by  SERM. 
him,  XXXIV. 

3.  God  manages  that  great  work,  fo  eameftly  defigned 
-by  him,  of  our  falvation ;  working  in  us  all  good  difpo- 
fition,  capaciiying  us  for  falvation,  dire£ting  and  ailifting 
us  in  all  our  actions  tending  thereto. 

We  naturally  are  void  of  thofe  good  difpofitions  in  un- 
derftanding,  will,  and  affe£lion,  which    are  needful   to 
render  us  acceptable  to  God,  fit  to  ferve  and  pleafe  him, 
capable  of  any  favour  from  him,  of  any  true  happinefs  in 
ourfelves :  our  minds  naturally  are  blind,  ignorant,  ftupid, 
.^ddy,  and  prone  to  error,  efpecially  in  things  fupema- 
tnral,  fpiritual,  and  abftra£ted  from  ordinary  fenfe:   our 
wills  are  froward  and  ftubborn,  light  and  unftable,  inclin- 
ing to  evil,  and  averfe  from  what  is  truly  good;  our  affec- 
tions are  very  irregular,  diforderly,  and  unfettled :  to  re- 
move which  bad  difpofitions,  (inconfiftent  with   God's 
fiiendfliip  and  favour,  driving  us  into  fin  and  mifery,)  and 
to  beget  thofe  contrary  to  them,  the  knowledge  and 
belief  of  divine  truth,  a  love  of  goodnefs  and  delight 
therein,  a  well  compofed,  orderly,  and  fteady  frame  of 
fpirit,  God  in  mercy  doth  grant  to  us  the  virtue  of  his 
Holy  Spirit;  who  firft  opening  our  hearts^  fo  as  to  let  in  Ads  xri. 
and  apprehend  the  light  of  divine  truth,  then  by  repre-**^ 
fentation  of  proper  arguments  perfuading  our  reafon  to  s,  9. ' 
embrace  it,  begetteth  divine  knowledge,  wifdom,  and  faith 
m  our  minds,  which  is  the  work  of  illumination  and  in- 
ftruAion,  the  firft  part  of  his  office  refpeding  our  falva- 
don. 

Then  by  continual  impreffions  he  bendeth  our  inclina- 
tions, and  mollifieth  our  hearts,  and  tempereth  our  affec- 
tions to  a  willing  compliance  with  God's  will,  and  a  hearty 
complacence  in  that  which  is  good  and  pleafing  to  God ; 
fo  breeding  all  pious  and  virtuous  inclinations  in  us,  reve- 
rence toward  God,  charity  to  men,  fobriety  and  purity  as 
to  ourfelves,  with  the  reft  of  thofe  amiable  and  heavenly 
virtues  of  foul,  which  is  the  work  of  fan6tification,  another 
great  part  of  his  office. 
'  Both  thefe  Operations  together  (enlightening  our  minds. 
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SERM.  lan£Ufying  our  will  and  afiefUons)  do  conftitute  and  ac- 
XXXIV.  complifli  that  work,  which  is  ftyled  the  regeneration,  rc- 
Tit.  iii.  5.  novation,  vivification,  new  creation,  refunreftionof  axnan; 
Cd.  ii.  12,  the  faculties  of  our  fouls  being  fo  impro\red,  that  we  bc- 
Epih.  ii.  5.  come,  as  it  were,  other  men  thereby ;  able  and  apt  to  do 
H'wl'***  ^^^^  ^^^  which  before  we  were  altogether  indifpofisd  and 
9Cor.T.i7*unfit. 

He  alfo  dire&eth  and  govemeth  our  a&ions,  continu- 
ally leading  and  moving  us  in  the  ways  of  obedience  to 
God's  holy  will  and  law.    As  we  live  by  him,  (having  a 
Gil.  ▼.  95.  new  fpiritual  life  implanted  in  us,)  fo  we  walk  by  ktm, 
J^«  ^^  are  continually  led  and  aAed  by  his  conduft  and  help. 
He  reclidmeth  us  from  error  and  fin ;  he  fupporteth  and 
ftrengtheneth  us  in  temptation;  he  advifeth  and  admo- 
nifheth,  exciteth  and  encourageth  us  to  all  works  of  piety 
and  virtue. 
Rom.  Yiti.       Particularly  he  guideth  and  quickeneth  us  in  devotion, 
1  John  XT.  ^®wing  us  what  we  (hould  afk,  raifing  in  us  holy  defires 
1 4.  and  comfortable  hopes,  difpofing'  us  to  approach  unto 

God  with  fit  difpofitions  of  mind,  love,  and  reverence,  and 
humble  confidence. 

It  is  alfo  a  notable  part  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  office  to 

comfort  and  fuftain  us,  as  in  all  our  religious  prafUce,  fb 

Rom.  XV.    particularly  in  our  doubts,  difficulties,  diftrefles,  and  af- 

Heb.  ill.  6  ^^^^^^  >  ^^  beget  joy,  peace,  and  fatisiaftion  in  us,  in  all 

1  Pet.  i.  s.  our  performances,  and  in  all  our  fuiferings ;  whence  the 

title  of  Comforter  belongeth  to  him. 
Rom.  Tiii.       It  is  alfo  another  part  thereof  to  afiure  us  of  God's 
J 0^^.^  gg  gracious  love  and  favour,  and  that  we  are  his  children; 
▼.  3.         confirming  in  us  the  hopes  of  our  everlafling  inheritance. 
P"'  *•  **•  yfe^  feeling  ourfelves  to  live  fpiritually  by  him,  to  love 
God  and  goodnefs,  to  third  after  righteoufnefs,  and  to  de- 
light in  pleafing  God,  are  thereby  raifed  to  hope  Grod 
loves  and  favours  us ;  and  that  he,  having  by  fo  authentic 
a  feal  ratified  his  word  and  promife,  having  already  be- 
(lowed  fo  fure  a  pledge,  fo  precious  an  earned,  fo  plenti- 
ful firft-fhuts,  will  not  fail  to  make  good  the  remainder 
defigned  and  promifed  us,  of  everlafting  joy  and  blifs. 
4.  The  Holy  Ghoft  is  alfo  our  interceflbr  with  God ; 
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prdeoting  our  fuj^dicatioiu,  and  procuring  our  good.  He  SERM. 
crieth  in  us,  he  pleadeth  for  us  to  God;  whence  he  is  XXXIV. 
peculiarly  called  »apaxAijToj,  the  Advocate;  that  is,  one 
who  \s  called  in  by  his  good  word  or  countenance  to  aid 
him  whofe  caufe  is  to  be  examined,  or  petition  to  be  con- 
fidered. 

5.  To  which  things  we  may  add,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft 
bears  the  office  of  a  fotd  to  God's  Church,  informing,  en-  s  Cor.  xif." 
livening,  and  a&uating  the  whole  body  thereof;  conned*  '^'  ^'* 
ing  and  containing  its  members  in  fpiritual  union,  har- 
mony^ Older,  peace,  and  (afety ;  efpecially  quickening  the 
principal  members  (the  governors  and  paftors)  thereof; 
conftituting  them  in  their  function,  qualifying  them  for 
the  difcharge  thereof,  guiding  and  dding  them  in  it;  TaAe  Aaizz.si. 
heedy  faid  St.  Paul  to  the  elders  of  Ephefus,  unto  yoiir-^P***^'**' 
felves^  and  to  all  the  flocks  over  the  which  ike  Holy  Gho/l 
hath  made  you  overfeers :  and.  All  thefe  things  worketh  1  Cor.  xii. 
that  one  and  the  felf-fame  Spirit,  dividing  to  every  man 
feveraUy  as  he  willeth. 

We  have  thus  pafled  over  the  feveral  mun  doArines 
concenung  the  bleflfed  Holy  Spirit;  the  application  of 
which  to  prance  briefly  (hould  be  this ;  the  ufcs,  which 
the  confideration  of  thefe  points  may  have,  are  thefe. 

1.  We  are  upon  the  premifes  obliged  to  render  all  ho- 
nour and  adoration  to  the  majefty  of  the  divine  Spirit. 

2.  The  confideration  of  thefe  things  (hould  work  in  us 
an  humble  afie£don  and  a  devout  thankfiilnefs  to  God, 
for  fo  ineftimable  a  favour  conferred  upon  us,  as  is  the 
prefence  and  inhabitation,  the  counfel,  condu£t,  and  aflift- 
ance  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  in  us.  Him  we  gratefully  mufl 
own  and  acknowledge  as  the  Author  of  our  fpiritual  life, 
of  all  good  difpofitions  in  us,  of  all  good  works  performed 
by  us,  of  all  happinefs  that  we  are  capable  of;  to  him 
therefore  we  muft  humbly  render  all  thanks  and  pndfe, 
afliuning  nothing  to  ourfelves. 

3.  We  (hould  eameftly  defire  and  pray  for  God's  Spirit, 
the  fountiun  of  fuch  excellent  benefits,  fuch  graces,  fuch 
gifts,  fuch  privileges,  fuch  joys  and  ble(Tings  ineftimable. 
If  we  heartily  invite  him,  if  we  fervently  pray  for  him,  he 


I90  The  Divinity  of  the  Holjf  Ghq/L 

8ERM.  afluredly  will  come  to  us;  for  fo  our  Lord  hath  promifed, 
XXXIV.  That  aur  heavenly  Father  mil  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them 
Luktxi.ig.tt'AwA  a/k  it.' 

4.  We  fhould  endeavour  to  demean  ourfelves  well  to* 
ward  the  Holy  Spirit ;  yielding  to  that  heavenly  gueft, 
when  he  vouchfafeth  to  arrive^  a  ready  entrance  and  a 
kind  welcome  into  our  hearts ;  entertaining  him  with  all 

-  poffible  refpe£l:  and  obfervance;  hearkening  attentively 
to  his  holy  fuggeftions,  and  carefully  obeying  him ;  not 
quenching  the  divine  lights  or  the  devout  heatj  which  he 
kindleth  in  us ;  not  refitting  his  kindly  motions  and  fua- 
fions;  not  grieving  or  vexing  him;  that  fo  with  fatisfa£don 
he  may  continue  and  refide  in  us,  to  our  infinite  benefit 
and  comfort.  It  (hould  engage  us  to  cleanfe  ourfelves 
from  all  filthinefs  of  fleQi  and  fpirit ;  that  we  may  be  fit 
temples  for  fo  holy  and  pure  a  Spirit  to  dwell  in ;  left  he, 
by  our  impurities,  be  offended,  loathe,  and  forlake  us. 

5.  It  is  matter  of  comfort  and  encouragement,  exceed- 
ingly needful  and  ufcfiil  for  us,  to  confider  that  we  have 
fuch  a  guide  and  afliftant  in  all  our  religious  pradice  and 
Ipiritual  warfare.  If  our  lufts  be  ftrong,  our  temptations 
great,  our  enemies  mighty,  we  need  not  be  diiheartened, 
having  this  all-wife  and  all-mighty  friend  to  advife  and 
help  us :  his  grace  is  fufficient  for  us,  agsdnft  all  the 
ftrength  of  hell,  the  flefli,  and  the  world.  Let  our  duty 
be  never  fo  hard,  and  our  natural  force  never  fo  weak, 
we  (hall  be  able  to  do  all  things  by  him  that  ftrengtheneth 
us  I  if  we  will  but  faithfully  apply  ourfelves  to  his  aid, 
we  cannot  fail  of  good  fuccefs. 


THUS  far  the  Anthor^s  Sennons  upon  the 
Creed.  As  to  the  remaining  Articles^  he  hath  only 
left  a  short  Ejcplication  of  tJwni^  like  to  that  upon 
the  Lord*8  Prayer^  &c.  And  there  needed  not  nmch 
more^  considering  that  the  Substance  of  these  Arti- 
cles had  been  treated  of  before :  that  of  the  Holy 
Catholic  Churchy  and  of  the  Coqimunion  of  Saints, 
in  his  Discourse  of  the  Unity  of  the  Church,  at 
the  end  of  his  Treatise  of  the  Pope's  Supremacy  ; 
and  that  of  the  Forgiveness  of  Sins,  in  his  Sertnons 
of  Justification  ;  and  that  of  the  Resurrection  of 
the  Body,  in  his  Sennon  of  the  Resurrection  of 
Christ. 


(    i9»    ) 


Ci)e  ^olp  CatfioUc  €tmtb* 


JL  HIS  article  was,  I  conceive,  adjoined  or  inferted  here, 
upon  occafion  of  thefe  many  herelies  and'  fchiims,  which 
Irom  the  beginning  continually  fprang  up,  to  the  danger 
of  Chriftian  doftrine,  and  difturbance  of  the  Chiu^h  ;  the 
introducers  thereof  meaning  thereby  to  fecure  the  truth 
of  religion,  the  authority  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline,  the 
peace  and  unity  of  the  Church,  by  engaging  men  to  dif- 
.claim  any  confent  or  conipiracy  with  any  of  thofe  erro- 
neous or  contentious  people,  (who  had  devifed  new  con- 
ceits, deftrudive  or  dangerous  to  the  fidth,  againft  the 
general  confent  of  Chriftians,  or  drave  on  troublefome  fieic- 
tions,  contrary  to  the  common  order,  and  prejudicial  to 
the  peace  of  the  Church.)  Their  meaning  of  this  article 
therefore  was,  I  take  it,  this :  I  believe,  that  is,  I  do  ad- 
here unto,  (for  belief,  as  we  at  firft  obferved,  is  to  be 
taken  as  the  nature  of  the  matter  requireth,)  or  I  am  per- 
fuaded  that  I  ought  to  adhere  unto,  that  body  of  Chrif- 
tians which,  diffufed  over  the  world,  retains  the  faith 
which  was  taught,  and  the  difcipline  which  was  fettled, 
and  the  peace  which  was  enjoined  by  our  Lord  and  his 
difciples ;  I  acknowledge  the  do6lrines  generally  embraced 
by  the  churches  founded  and  inftrufted  by  the  Apoilles; 
I  am  ready  to  obferve  the  received  cuftoms  and  practices 
by  them  derived  from  apoftolical  inflitution ;  I  fubmit  to 
the  laws  and  difciplines  by  lawful  authority  eftablifhed  in 
them ;  I  do  perfift  in  charity,  concord,  and  communion 
with  them. 

And  that  men  anciently  fhould  be  obliged  to  profefs 
thus,  there  is  ground  both  in  reafon  and  Scripture.  In 
reafon,  there  being  no  more  proper  or  cffeflual  argument 
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to  afltire  os  that  any  doArine  is  true,  or  pra£lice  warrant* 
aUe;  no  means  more  proper  to  convince  fefbtrieS)  deviat- 
ing from  truth  or  duty,  than  the  confent  of  all  churches, 
of  whom  (being  fo  difiant  in  place,  language,  cuftoms, 
humour^  fo  independent,  or  coordinate  in  power)  it  is  not 
imaginable,  that  they  fliould  foon  or  eafily  confpire  in 
forfaking  the  dodrines  inculcated  by  the  Apoftles,  or  the 
prances  inflituted  by  them ;  it  is  the  argument  which 
Irenaeus,  Tertullian,  and  other  defenders  of  Cbriftian  truth 
and  peace  do  prefs ;  and  it  may  in  matters  of  this  kind 
pais  for  a  demonftration. 

It  hath  alfo  ground  in  Sciipture ;  which  as  it  foretels 
that  pernicious  herefies  ihould  be  introduced;  that  many 
fayi  prophets Jhould  arife,  and  f educe  many;  that  grieuotis 
wolves  Jhtnild  come  in,  not /paring  the  flock;  that  menfltould 
ffrifejfpeakingperverfe  things j  to  draw  difciples  after  them; 
as  they  warn  us  to  take  heed  offtich  men,  to  rejeSt  and  r/9* 
fufi  heretics^  to  mark  thqfe  which  make  divifions  and  fcan^ 
daU  befiie  the  dofhine  which  Chri/iians  had  leamty  and  to 
decline  from  them;  to  fland  off  from  ftich  m/m  as  do  fri^- 
MaanaXMlff  that  is,  teach  things  different  from  apqftolicah'^im.yu%, 
doStrinej  the  doSirine  according  to  godlivefs;  as  it  enjoins  14,  ^li  14/ 
us  to  holdfqfl  the  form  of  found  words  heard  from  the 
Jpoftles;  to  continue  in  thfi  things  which  we  have  learned 
and  been  qffitred  of  knowing  of  whom  we  learnt  them;  to  Kom.vi, 

obey  from  the  heart  that  form  of  doQrine  into  *^^f^A  *^^Jcor.  xj.i. 
were  delivered ;  to  keep  the  traditions  as  the  ApoAles  de- a  Thefl:  H. 
Hvered  them  to  us;  to  fland  f aft  ^  and  hold  the  traditions  ^^'  "'**' 
which  we  were  tcaight^  whether  by  word  or  writing;  to 
Jlrive  eameftly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints; 
as  it  enjoins  us  to  walk  orderly y  to  obey  our  guides^  orJudea. 
rulers;  to  purfue  peace,  tp  maintain  concord;  to  abide  in 
charity  with  all  good  Chriftians ;  as  it  declareth  herefies, 
feAions,  contentions,  and  feparations  to  be  the  works  of 
the  fleih,  proceeding  from  corrupt  difpofitions  of  foul, 
(pride,  covetoufnefs,  vanity,  raflmefs,  inftability,  perverfe- 
nefs,  craft,  hypocrify,  want  of  confcience;)  fo  it  alfo  de* 
fcribes  the  univerfality  of  them,  who  (lick  to  the  truth, 
VOL.  V,  p 


/ 
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Eph.  It.  8.  and  obferve  the  law  of  Chrift,  keying  the  toM^  of  thi 
Spirit  in  the  bqtid  of  peace;  to  be  one  body,  hut  together, 
and  pompa&ed  of  parts,  affording  mutual  aid  andjupphf 
to  its  nouri/hment  and  welfare;  joined  to^  and  deriving 
life,  motion,  fenfe^  from  one  Head;  informed  by  one  Spirit ; 
as  one  houfe,  buUt  upon  thefoundation  of  Prophets  and  Apo* 
files,  Chryi  hirnfelf  being  the  comer  fione,  in  whom  all  the 
building  is  fitly  framed  and  conneSled;  as  one  family  un- 
der one  mafterf  one  city  under  one  governor;  onefiock 
under  one  fiiepherd ;  one  nation  or  people,  fubjeA  to  tbc 
fame  law  and  government,  -ufed  to  the  fame  fpeecb>  oof* 
tom,  and  converfation ;  laftly,  as  one  Church  or  congre- 
Ubitres     gation ;   for,  as  fometimes  every  particular  afiembly  of 
UUci^tbT  Chriftians,  and  fometimes  a  larger  collection  of  particular 
Ecciefiaeftfocieties,  combined  together  in  one  order,  and  under  one 
Exh.  Cajt,  government,  are  termed  churches ;  fo  the  whole  aggre- 
gation of  all  particular  churches,  or  of  all  Chriftian  peo- 
ple, is  frequently  called  the  Church ;  even  as  the  whole 
body  of  thofe  who  lived  in  the  profeffion  of  obedience 
to  the  Jcwifh  Law,  which  was  a  type  of  the  Chriftian 
Church,  is  called  THp  sxxXijo'/a,  the  congregation. 

In  relation  to  which  fociety,  thefe  are  the  duties  which 
we  here  profefs  ourfelves  obliged  to,  and  in  efie£t  promife 
to  obferve : 

I .  That  we  do  and  will  perfift  in  the  truth  of  Chrillian 
do£lrine,  delivered  by  our  Saviour  and  his  Apoftles,  at- 
tefted  unto  by  the  general  confent  of  all  Chriftians ;  avoid- 
ing all  novelties  of  opinion  deviating  from  apoftolical  doc- 
trine. 

%.  That  we  are  obliged  to  maintain  a  hearty  charity 
and  good  affeClion  to  all  good  Chriftians. 

3*  That  we  are  bound  to  communicate  with  all  good 
Chriftians,  and  all  focietics  lincerely  proiefling  faith>  cha- 
rity, and  obedience  to  our  Lord ;  fo  as  to  join  with  themj 
as  occafion  (hall  be,  in  ^11  offices  of  piety;  to  maintain 
good  correfpondence  and  concord  with  them. 

4.  That  we  (hould  fubmit  to  the  difcipline  and  order^ 
fhould  preferve  the  peace,  and  endeavour  the  welfieu'e  of 
that  part  thereof,  wherein  we  live  i  for  what  of  good  or 
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harm  is  done  to  a  member  thereof^  is  alfo  done  to  the 
whole. 

5.  That  we  (hould  difavow  and  fhun  all  fiEiAious  combi- 
nations whatever,  of  perfons  corrupting  the  truth  of  Chrl- 
Itian  doftrine,  or  difturbing  the  peace  of  the  Church,  or 
of  any  part  thereof. 

6.  In  fine,  that  we  lincerely  ihould  wifh  in  our  hearts, 
eameftly  pray  for,  and  by  our  bed  endeavours  promote 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  Catholic  Church ; 
whereof  we  profefs  ourfelves  members  and  children  ;yb/^sTiin.ii.39. 
bwmg,  as  St.  Paul  direds,  righieau/kefs,  faith,  charity, 

pemc0y  wiih  thofi  thai  call  upon  our  Lord  with  a  pwrg 
luart. 


o  a 


(    ^9^    ) 


Ciie  Communion  of  Q^ibl 


JL  HESE  wordft  were  not  extant  in  any  of  the  ancient 
Cre^^  but  were  afterward  inferted :  nor^  as  I  conceive 
^th  tbe  meaning  of  them  much  diifer  from  what  was  in- 
tended in  th(S  precedent  article ;  and  perhaps  it  was  ad- 
joined for  interpretation  thereof «  for  the  meaning  of  them 
18^  as  I  take  it,  that  a]l  the  faints  (Chat  is^  all  Chriftiansy 
either  in  legal  prefumption,  or  according  to  real  difpofition 
of  heart,  fuch)  do,  in  eSe&y  or  Ihould,  according  to  obli- 
gation, communicate,  partake,  join  together,  oonfent,  and 
agree  in  what  concemeth  founts,  or  members  of  the  holy 
Catholic  Church;  in  believing  and  acknowled^png  the 
fame  heavenly  truth ;  in  performance  of  devotions  or  of- 
fices of  piety  with  and  for  one  another;  in  charitable 
good- will  and  afie&ion  toward  one  another;  in  aflfordixig 
mutual  advices,  aififiances,  and  fupplies  toward  the  good 
(either  fpiritual  or  temporal)  of  each  other;  in  condo- 
lency  and  compaflion  of  each  other's  evils,  in  congratala-* 
tion  and  complacency  in  each  other's  good;  in  minding 
the  fame  thing  for  one  another,  and  bearing  one  ano- 
ther's burdens;  fo  that  if  one  member  fuffers,  all  the 
members  fufier  with  it ;  or  if  one  member  be  honoured, 
all  the  members  rejoice  with  it.  This  briefly  feems  to  be 
the  meaning  of  this  point;  and  I  need  not  to  infift  on 
clearing  the  truth,  or  (hewing  the  ufes  thereof;  the  doc- 
trine fo  manifeftly  carrying  its  obligation  and  its  ufe  in  the 
face  thereof. 


(  m  ) 


Cbe  jror0tt)enef0  of  %iM, 


L  HAT  men  are  naturally  apt  to  tranfgrefd  the  lawiT  of  Luke  xtW, 
God,  and  the  diAates  of  reafon ;  that  fo  doing  they  incur ^^^  ^i^^ 
gmlt,  and  are  expofed  to  vengeance,  {from  the  great  Pa^^Tepentance 
tron  of  right  and  goodnefs,  who  is  injured  and  diflionoured^  offins^ 
thofciby ;}  that  hence  they  are  fubj€^  to  reftlefs  fettrs  and  ^* 
(Hnpng  remories  of  confcience ;  that  they  cannot  be  ex" 
empted  from  fuch  obnoxioufnefs  otherwife  than  by  the' 
freegnure  and  mercy  of  God,  nor  be  freed  from  fuch' 
anadeties  otherwife  than  by  an  aflurance  of  pardon  frcm 
him,  are  points  to  natural  light  fufficiently  manifeft* 

Of  fuch  a  difpofition  or  vnil  in  God  to  remit  ofiences, 

that  all  men  have  ever  had  a  prefumption,  their  applica-' 

tion  to  him  in  religious  pradice  doth  (hew}  (for  no  manHeb.  zi.  o. 

woidd  addrefs  Mmfelf  in  fervice  to  God,  without  a  hope 

that  God  is  reconcileable  to  him,  and  that  his  fervice 

therefore  may  be  acceptable;)  particularly  that  general 

pradice  of  offering  facrifice  for  expiation  of  fin/  and  ap-* 

peafing  God*s  wrath,  doth  plainly  declare  the  fame. 

But  this  was  indeed  but  a  prefumption  or  conje£hire^ 

partly  drawn  from  the  neceffity  of  their  cafe^  (which  ad- 

looltted  no  other  remedy  befide  that  hope,)  and  from  man's 

nature,  apt  to  prefume  that  which  moft  pleafeth;  partly 

glomided  upon  experience  of  God's  forbearance  to  pmiifli, 

and  the  continuance  of  his  bounty  toward  men;  upon 

which  grounds  no  man  could  build  a  full  confidence  tha^ 

he  ibould  find  mercy^  much  lefs  could  he  be  fatisfied  upon 

what  terms  it  would  be  granted,  in  what  manner  it  fhould 

be  ^penfed,  or  how  far  it  fhould  extend;  thefe  things 

merely  depending  on  the  will  of  God,  and  the  knowledge 

of  them  only  upon  revelation  from  him. 

The  Jevrifh  difpenfation  (which  was  particular  and  pre- 
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paratory  to  Chriilianity)  did  indeed  appoint  and  accept 
expiations  for  forae  leflTer  faults,  committed  out  of  igno- 
rance and  infirmity ;  but  it  pretended  not  to  JH/iify  fix>in 
all  things,  nor  upon  any  terms  did  it  promile  remiffion  of 
Numb.  XT.  great  (ins  wilfully  committed,  but  threatened  remedilefs 
l^txxTii.^^^^^^  for  them,  pronouncing  dreadful  imprecations,  not 
^'  ...  only  upon  the  tranfgreflbrs  d  fome  particular  laws,  but 
againft  all  thofe  who  continued  not  in  all  things  wrUien 
in  the  Law  to  do  them :  fo  th^t  the  reo^ifiion  t^ndempd  by 
lS/fp(cB  was  of  a  narrow  extent,  (ind  could  hafcUy  Cffempt 
ai^y  nian  from  obligation  to  punUhnienty  and  fiom  ftflr 
thereof;  idthougb  indeed  (to  prevent  defpair;  and.  that 
VM^ich  natur^y  follows  thereon,  a  total  seig^kft  of  dnty) 
God  was  pleafed  by  his  Prophets,  among  that  peopk»  oc* 
ca(ionaIly  to  fignify  fomewhat  of  farther  grace  (beyond 
what  he  was  tied  to  by  the  terms  of  the  covenant  with 
tJtuat  people)  referved  for  tbeno,  and  that  he  was  willing 
(upon  condition  of  hearty  repentanceiand  seal  ameodmentV 
to  ifM^ve  to  mercy  even,  thofe  who  had  been  guilty  of 
the  moft  heino\ji3  ofiences :  but  diefe  difcoveriea^  as.  they 
w§i>s  fpecial  ^nd  extraordbary,  fo  went  they  prdpazatocj^ 
to  ttie  Gofpel^  and  difpenfed  upon  ^t>m)ds  only:  declared 
therein. 

It  is  the  Golpel  only  which  explidtly  teacheth  and.tea^ 
dereth  r^miiSon  of  all  iins;  ihewing-  for  what  neafoosK 
upon  what  conditions,  to  what  purpofes,  it  is  difpenfed  by 
Go4»  It  clearly  and  fully  declares  how  God,  in. free 
mercy  and  pity  toward  us,  (being  all  involved  in  fin  mad 
guilty  and  lyi^g  under  a  condemnation  to  death  aivi  mi- 
feryi  all  our  works  being  unw6rtby  of  acceptaiice^  all 
our  facrifices  being  uniible  in  the  leaft  part  to  fatisfy  for 
our  oflencesO  was  pleafed  himfelf  to  provide  an  obe£ence 
worthy  of  hb  acceptance,  and:  thoroughly  pleafiog.to 
him,  (in  efie6l  imputable  to  us,  as  performed  by  jotut  of 
our  kind  and  race,  and  for  our  fake  willingly  undertaken, 
according  to  his  gracious  pleafure,)  to  provide  a  faorifice 
in  natuc^  fo  pure,  in  value  fo  precious,  as.  might  be.  per* 
fe6t1y  fatisfad:ory  for  our  oSenqes;  in  regard  to  which 
obecUence  God  .is  become  reconciled,  fo  as  to  open  his 
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anns  of  grace  to  mankind ;  in  refped  to  which  facrificd 
he  dbth  oflfer  remiiBon  of  find  to  all  men  who  (hall  upon 
the  terms  propounded  be  willing  to  embrace  it }  namely, 
upon  condition  of  faith  and  repentance ;  that  is^  upon  fin- 
cerely  profeffing  the  dofirine  of  Chrift,  and  heartily  re- 
folying  to  obey  his  laws.    This  is  that  great  do£brine  fo 
pectiliar  to  the  GofpeV  from  whence  efpecially  it  hath  its 
msm^  and  is  ftyled  ihe  uttrd  of  grace :  this  is  that  great 
Uofiing^  wluch  Zachariah,  in  his  prophetical  hymn,  did 
praiie  God  for ;  The  giving  knowledge  offclvation  to  GocTi  Lake }.  77» 
people  m  the  remiJ)ion  of  their  Jins,  according  to  the  tender  ^^' 
mercies  of  our  God ;  in  which  the  da^fpring  from  on  high 
hath  vifitei  us:  this  is  ih&good  tidings  of  great  joy  to  allLake  ii,  10. 
pet^b^' whidtk  the  angels  did  celebrate  at  our  Saviour's 
birth:  this'ls  that  main  point,  which  our  Lord  efpecially 
chaiged  his  Apoftles  to  declare  and  teftify,  thai  in  khi^^  xiir. 
namie  repentance  and  remiffion  of  [fins  Jhould  be  preached  t6^^' 
eif  nations;  that  God  had  exalted  kim  to  his  right  Amc^^aAiv.  91. 
as  a  Prince  and  a  Savicit^  to  give  repentance  unto  Ifrael 
and  remijffion  of  fins;  {to  give  repentance;  that  is,  to  ^ve, 
as  Clemens'  in  his  Epiftle  well  expoundeth  it,  iieratfoleig  W- 
999,  a  place  for  repentance,  in  order  to  mercy ;  or  that  it 
ihould  be  acceptable  and  available  for  the  remifiion  of  our 
fins,  as  all  that  on  our  part  is  required  toward  it;)  all 
which  points  (together  with  the  nature  of  this'  remiiBon, 
its  caufes,  its  grounds,  its  ends,  its  conditions,  its  means, 
and  way  of  conveyance)  are  admirably  couched  in  thdfe 
words  of  St.  Paul ;  jill  men,  faith  he,  havejinnedf  and  ore  Rom.  iii.  4, 
come  Jhort  of  the  glory  of  God :  tut  we  are  ju/iified  freely  *•• 
by  his  grace,  by  the  redemption  which  is  in  Chti/l  Jefus; 
whom  God  hath  propofed  a  propitiatory  by  faith  in  his 
bloodjfor  the  demoriftration  of  his  righteoufnefs,  toward  the 
forgivenefs  offorepaji  offences. 

The  confideration  of  which  point  is  of  exceedingly  great 
ufe  and  influence. 

I.  It  ihould  engage  us  to  admire  the  great  goodneii;  of 
God,  and  with  grateful  hearts  to  praife  him  for  fo  great 
a  favour  x  that  God>  being  fo  grievoufly  affronted  and 
wronged  by  our  (ins,  (loaded  with  extreme  aggravations,) 
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(homld  be  at  iuch  cbai^  to  purchafe  for  us  tbe  means  of 
pardon^  Ihould  offer  it  fo  fireely,  (hould  fo  eamdUy  invite 
and  iDtreat  u»  to  aceept  it ;  bow  inei^reffible  a  demcncy 
doth  it  demonftrate  1  how  great  thankfubefs  doth  it  re- 
quire from  U8 1 

2.  It  ihould  beget  in  us  an  ardent  love  to  God^  anfwer- 

able  to  that  love  which  difpofed  him  to  beftow  on  us  & 

ineftimable  a  benefit.    We  (bould  imitate  the  debtor  in 

Lukevii.4i.  the  Gofpel^  who  mojl  loved  him  who  had  forgiven  him  mq^f 

LukevtUT.and  the  good  penitent^  St.  Magdalen,  who,  Imcaufe  much 

was  forgiven  her,  did  love  much, 

5.-  It  is  matter  and  ground  of  hope  and  of  comfort  t^ 
US ;  (is  preventive  of  defpdr  and  imnioderate  ladnels ;)  for 
that  OUT  cafe  cannot  be  fo  bad,  but  there  is  an  afliired  re^ 
medy  at  hand,  if  we  pleafe  to  have  recourfe  thtretOj  the 
meroy  of  God  upon  our  true  repentance ;  whereby  we  in- 
fidlibly  (hall  obtain  that  iiappy  date,  of  which  it  b  laid, 
PiU.  u^#  Blejfhd  is  he  whofe  tranfgreffUm  is  forgiven  ;  bleffed  is  ike 
^'^  man  unto  whom  the  Lord  imput^  no  ittiquiiy. 

4«  It  is  a  great  engagement  to  obedience >  for  that  it 
greatly  aggravates  our  difobedience,  and  endangers  our 
eftate.  Having  once  from  God's  mercy  obtiuned  a  cure 
and  date  of  health,  we  by  relapfing  into  fin  do  incur  deeper 
John  ¥.  14.  guilt,  and  expofe  ourfdves  to  greater  hazard ;  BehoU, 
faith  OUT  Lord  in  like  cafe,  thou  art  made  whole :  ^n  no 
more,  le/l  a  wor/e  thing  c6me  upon  thee, 

5.  LaliUy,  it  (hews  us  how  much  (in  conformity  to  God 
and  compliance  with  his  will)  we  fhould  bear  with  and 
forgive  the  offences  or  injuries  done  to  us.  You  know 
how  (Irongly  our  Lord,  in  tbe  Grofpel,  preffeth  the  confi- 
deration  of  God's  free  pardon-  befiowed  on  us  to  this  pur« 
MattxYiit.  pofe;  how  he  fets  out  the  extreme  imreafonahlenefs  and 
^^^'{  j^  difingenuity  of  thofe  who,  notwithftanding  this  dealing  of 
God  with  them,  are  hard-hearted  and  unmerciful  toward 
their  fellow'fervants ;  how  he  threatens  implacable  fisve-** 
rity  toward  them  who  do  not  from  their  liearts  forgive  to 
their  brethren  their  trefpaffes ;  and  promifeth  remifilion  of 
fins  to  them  who  (according  to  what  they  profefs  to  do 
in  their  prayers)  (hall  forgive  to  men  the  offsnoes  commit- 
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ted  agiEunft  them;  making  it  not  only  an  indifpenfable  con- 
dition, but  a  fufficient  means  of  obtaining  the  divine  favour 
and  mercy. 

I  (hall  only  £Eurther  take  notice^  that  although  it  be  true 

that  God  in  the  Gofpel  doth  generally  propound  remiflion 

of  fins  (upon  account  of  our  Lord's  performances^  and  in 

his  name)  to  all  that  truly  repent  and  turn  imto  him^Aaguvl. 

chiefly  granting  it  on  this  confideration,  and  not  with-  *^  "*•  ^^ 

holding  it  from  any,  upon  a  blamelefs  default  of  other  per- 

fannanoes;  yet  he  requires*  (and  complying  with  his  will 

therdn  is  part  of  the  duty  which  repentance  difpofes  to 

and  is  declared  by)  that  (as  well  for  public  edification  and 

the  honour  of  his  Church,  as  for 'the  comfort  and  advan-*. 

tage  of  per(bns  concerned  therein)  this  repentance  Ihould 

be  folemnly  declared  and  approved  by  the  Church ;  that 

this  lemiflicHi  ihould  be  formally  difpenfed  by  the  hands 

of  God's  miniflers,  being  declared  by  exprefs  words,  or 

ratified  by  certain  feals,  or  fignified  by  myfterious  repre- 

fentations  appointed  by  God.    And  to  remiflion  of  fins, 

tt  thus  difpenfed,  I  doubt  not  but  this  article  hath  an 

efpecifll  reference ;  it  being  in  St.  Cyprian's  form  of  profef- 

fion  at  baptifm  exprefled  by.  Credo  remijffionem  peccatorum 

m  Ecclefia:  but  becaufe  the  Church's  remitting  of  fins 

thus  is  by  virtue  of  that  authority  which  Chrift  imparted 

to  his  Church,  caUed  the  Power  of  the  Keys,  I  fliall,  upon- 

this  occafion,  here  briefly  explain  the  nature  of  that  power. 


(    Aoa    ) 
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JL  HIS  power  in  part  is  foiuided  upon  (and  this  name  of 
it  was  wholly  drawn  from)  thofe  words  of  our  IdxA  tOh 
Matt.  xvi.  St.  Peter^  And  I  will  give  thee  the  keys  of  the  khmgiem  ef 
^^'  heaven.    Where  that  which  our  hard  doth  proauik  tQ  St.. 

Peter  (not  to  him  perfonally^  but,  as  the  Fathera  inteiiMtk 
it,  reprefentatively^  he  then  fignifying  the  Ghurct^  and 
(landing  in  the  place  of  its  governors;  however  not  exchr 
fively,  for  it)  is  by  a  parity  of  realbn  to  be  extended  to  aO 
the  ApofUes,  and  after  them  to  all  the  governors  of  the 
Church ;  unto  whom  the  fame  power  is  otherwhere  in 
terms  equivalent  committed,  and  by  whom  it  was  escer- 
cifed,  as  may  appear  from  comparing  the  pradice  of  tba 
Apofiles^  and  of  the  Church  in  continual  fucoeffioii  bam 
them,  with  the  nature  or  intent  of  this  power ;  the  which 
it  is  now  our  bufinefs  very  briefly  to  explain. 

It  is  exprefled  in  a  metaphorical  term ;  and  it  is  there- 
fore to  be  underftood  according  to  the  analogy  it  beareth 
with  the  thing  afliimed  to  refemble  it,  as  the  nature 
the  objeS:  thereof  doth  require  or  admit.    Wherefore  it 
being  the  main  property  of  a  key,  by  opening,  to  give=^ 
ingrefs  and  egrcfs,  (admittance  into  a  place,  or  emiffiou:^^ 
from  it ;)  or  by  (hutting,  to  exclude  from  entrance,  or  t 
detain  within;  this  power  may  be  fuppofed  to  imply 
right  or  ability  to  perform  fuch  a&ions  in  reference  to  it&^ 
objed:,  which  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

By  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  underfiood  the  (late  of  reli*^ 
^on  under  the  Gofpel,  in  di(lin£lion,  as  it  feems,  from  th& 
conditution  and  condition  thereof  under  the  Mofaical  Lawr' 
In  the  tunes  of  the  Law,  God's  law  was  in  a  manner  ter* 
redrial,  he  being  King  of  the  Jewi(h  nation  particulaiiy, 
Jerufalem  being  his  royal  feat,  and  the  temple  his  thione; 
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where  he  was  ferved  with  extenial  and  vifible  perform- 
ances ;  where  he  exprefsly  promifed  earthly  benefits  and 
privil^esy  (long  life  and  profperity  in  the  land  of  Canaan^) 
and  threatened  puniflunents  anfwerable :  but  in  the  Gof- 
pel  God  is  worlhipped  univerfally,  as  refident  in  heaven^ 
as  requiring  fpiritual  fervices  addrefled  to  heaven^  as  con- 
ferring rewards  and  infli&ing  penalties  relating  to  the  fu- 
ture (faite  the/e.  This  (late  therefore  aptly,  is  called  th^, 
kingdom ^  of  heaven,  of  which  all  ChriiHans  are  fubjeds ; 
the  body  of  whom  confequently  may  alfp  be  nam^  the 
kingdom  of  heaven :  (for  the  word  kingdom  fometimes  de» 
noteth  the  conftitution  of  things  in  or  under  which  a  cer- 
tain pepple  do  live^  fometimes  the  people  themielves.) 

Now  wbe.rea9  this  ftate  hath  two  degrees,  or  the  per- 
foa»  under  it  two  conditions ;  one  here  prefent  upon  earth, 
in  uanfition  and  acquifition;  the  other  hereafterj  of  refiv. 
dmce  and  fruition  in  heaven ;  (one  like  that  of  the.Iirael-* 
ites  traTelling  in  the  wildeniefs>  the  other  like  their  poflef- 
fion  of  Canaan ;)  in  this  cafe  we  may  well  underftand  both, 
but  chiefly  the  firft,  (the  kingdom  c^  grace  here,)  wherein 
inmiedbuely  this  power  is  exerted,  although  its  efie^  do 
finally  refer  and  reach  to  the  other,  (the  kingdom  of  glory 
hemafierO 

Let  us  then  confider  how  this  kingdom  may  be  opened 
or  ihut  by  the  governors  of  the  Church.  TWs  evidently 
may  be  performed  feveral  ways. 

I.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  may  be  opened  by  yielding 
real  helps,  inducing  to  enter  into  the  Church ;  it  may  be 
fhut  by  the  fame  means,  inducing  perfons  to  continue, 
within  it.  So  by  infiru£Uon,  advice,  perfuafion,  admoni- 
tion, reproof;  by  affording  fit  means  and  occafions,  by 
prefcriUng  laws  and  rules  conducing,  to  thofe  purpofes, 
the  governors  are  obliged  to  open  and  fhut  the  kingdom 
of  heaven :  and  the  doing  fo  therefore  may  be  conceived 
an  ingredient  of  this  power. 

SI.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  may  be  opened  by  intercef- 
fioD,  or  imprecation  from  Cxod  of  fit  difpofitipns  qualifying 
perfons  to  enter,  ;t9gether  v^ith  a.  mind  willing  to  do  fo. 
Thus,  as  aU  Chriftians  in  their  way  may  open  the  king- 
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Horn,  fo  particxilarly  the  governors,  by  their  office  ancf 
funSion,  are  obliged  to  do  it,  as  the  public  nkmths  of  the 
i^Ti«.ii.i,  Church.  Wherefore  St.  Paul  enjoins,  xhm  fuppUcatim 
be  made  for  all  men;  lecaufe  God  would  have  all  men  to  be 
Javedj  and  to  have  them  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth; 
or  would  have  all  men  brought  into  this  kingdom. 

3.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  may  be  opened  or  (hat  by 
prudent  difcrimination  of  perfons  who  are  fit  to  be  received 
into  the  Church,  {^dot  el;  /3«o-iXeiayy  well-difpofed  for  the 
kingdom,  as  St.  Luke  fpeaks,)  or  who  deferve  to  be  re- 
jeded  fitmi  it. 

Thus  the  governors  of  the  Church  do  open  and  (hut  the 
kingdom,  when  they  determine  who  (hall  be  admitted  to 
baptifm,  (which  is,  Ecclefitejanuay  and  porta  gratUB,  as  St. 
Auftin  calls  it^)  and  who  (hall  be  refoied ;  they  admitted, 
who  appear  competently  intruded  in  ChrifUan  dodrine, 
and  well  refolved  to  obey  it ;  they  refufed,  who  feem  ii> 
thofe  points  ignorant  or  ill-'re(blved. 

4.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  may  be  opened  or  (hut  by 
judicial  afis,  whereby  unworthy  perfons  (whofe  coftver- 
fation  may  be  infefUous,  or  whofe  continuance  in  the 
Church  may  be  infamous  thereto)  are  excluded  (rom  it, 
or  kept  without ;  or  whereby  perfons,  upon  fufficient  pre^- 
fumption  of  repentance  and  amendment,  are  reftored  tc^ 
communion* 

Thus  confidering  the  fenfe  of  the  word*  with  the  nature 
of  the  matter,  the  power  of  the  keys  may  be  underftood. 

The  (ame  may  be  farther  cleared  by  confidering  and  tx^ 
plicating  tlie  phrafes  equivalent,  by  which  it  is  exprefled 
or  interpreted.  Such  are  efpecially  binding  and  loo/Sng, 
remitting  and  retaining Jlns^ 

By  binding  and  loafing,  our  Lord  himfelf  interpretetb 
this  power ;  I  will,  faith  he,  give  unto  thee  the  keys  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven;  and  whatfoever  thou  Jkalt  bind  on 
earth  Jhall  be  bound  in  heaven;  whatfoever  thoujhall  loofe 
en  earth  Jhall  be  loofed  in  heaven*  For  underftanding  the 
fenfe  of  which  phrafes,  we  may  confider  that  things  or 
perfons  may  be  feveral  ways  bound  and  loofed. 

I.  Binding  may  denote  any  fort  of  determination,  re- 


The  Power  of  the  Keys.  005 

iAdsion^  or  detention  impofed  on  perfons  and  diingpi;  and 
hofittg  anfwerably  may  fignify  the  contrary  e£fefts :  fo  by 
juft  authority  to  command  or  prohibit  a  thing,  (whereby 
its  moral  quality  is  determined,  it  is  made  good  or  bad,) 
i^  to  bind  that  thing,  and  the  perfons  fubjed  to  that  au- 
thority. Alfo  to  abrogate  a  law,  or  to  difpenfe  with  its 
obfervation,  is  to  loofe  the  matter  of  that  law,  together 
with  the  perfons  concerned  in  it.  Thus  it  ^  faid  that  theMttt.zzffl. 
Scribes^  by  prefcribing  many  improfitable  obfervances,  did^* 
bind  heavy  burdens  on  the  people.    Again  likewife, 

a.  To  interpret  the  fenfe  of  a  law  or  do£trine  is  a  kind 
of  ligation  or  folution.  It  binds,  by  declaring  what  is 
commanded  or  proMbited,  and  confequently  to  what  men 
are  obliged;  it  loofes,  by  (hewing  what  is  permitted  or 
remains  indiflerent,  fo  leaving  men  to  their  freedom.  Quam  in  My^ 
vero  clauem  bahebant  Legis  do&ores,  nifi  inlerpreiationem^]'"' 
legist  laith  Tertullian.  To  bind  and  loofe  thus,  do^ 
plainly  belong  to  the  pafiors  of  the  Church,  they  by  office 
being  the  interpreters  and  teachers  of  God's  law. 

3.  The  exercife  of  any  jurifdi£iion  doth  qftringe  the  of- 
fender to  punifhment  or  fatisfa£Uon,  or  doth  abfolve  hioi 
from  them ;  it  confequently  may  be  called  ligation  or  fo^ 
iulion  refpe^vely. 

4.  The  brining  perfons  imder  any  contrad  is  a  tying 
them  to  performance  thereof.  Thus  do  the  paftors  of  the 
Church  bind  thofe  whom  they  receive  into  the  Church  at 
baptifm,  upon  undertaking  the  conditions  of  Chriilianityi 
and  thofe  whom  after  exclufion  from  Chrifiian  commu* 
nion  they  abfolve,  upon  engagement  to  lead  a  better  life. 

5*  The  detention  of  a  perfon  in  any  date,  or  under  any 
power,  is  called  ligation  ;  and  a  deliverance  out  of  fuch  a 
Aate  or  power,  folution.  So  he  that  (by  withholding 
means  or  aflurance  of  pardon)  is  detiuned  under  the  guilt' 
of  fin,  is  thereby  bound;  but  he  that  hath  the  means  and 
overtures  of  pardon  conferred  on  him  is  loofed ;  and  thus 
do  the  paftors  of  the  Church  bind  and  loofe,  by  retaining 
and  remitting  fin ;  the  doing  which  is  an  inflance  of  this 
power,  exprefsly  granted  by  our  Lordj  fVhofefoever  Jim,  john  xxj 
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fiuth  lie^  ye  remit y  ikey  are  remitted  to  ihmn$  whofefoev& 
fins  ye  retain^  they  are  retained. 

Now  they  may  be  underdood  to  remit  or  ret^  fins  di* 
vers  ways. 

1.  They  do  remit  fins  dt/pofitiv^,  by  working  in  perfons 
fit  (fifpoiitions^  upon  which  remiffion  of  fins^  by  God's 
promife)  is  confequent;  the  difpofitions  of  faith  and  re« 
pentance. 

2.  They  remit  (or  retain  fins)  declarativks  as  the  ambaf- 
fadors  of  God,  in  his  name  pronouncing  the  word  of  re* 
oonciliation  to  the  penitent,  and  denouncing  wrath  to  the 
obftmate  in  fin. 

3.  They  remit  fins  hnpetrativ^,  obcaining  pardon  for 
finners  by  their  prayers,  aceording  to  that  of  St.  James; 

Juutir.i^^Is  any  menjick  among  you?  let  hkn  call  the  elden  efihe 
**•  Church  ;  and  let  them  pray  over  him :  and,  T/ie  pmyer^of 

faith  Jkallfave  thejick^  and  the  Lord  Jhall  raife  him  up; 

and  if  he  have  committed  JinSy  they  Jhall  bejerghen  him* 

4.  They  remit  fins  dijpenfativ^y  by  configning  pardon 
in  adminiftration  of  the  facraments,  efpeeially  in  confer- 
ring baptifm,  whereby,  duly  adminifiered  and  undertaken, 
all  fins  are  waftied  away ;  and  in  the  abfolvitig  of  peni- 
tents, wherein  grace  is  exhibited  and  ratified  by  impofition 
of  hands,  the  which  St.  Paul  calls  x'^^S^^f  ^  Seflow 
grace  or  favour  upon  the  penitent. 

By  confidering  all  thefe  things  we  may  competently 
tmderftand  wherein  this  power  of  the  keys  doth  confift. 
We  might  farther  illuftrate  it  by  obferVing  the  cxtrdk 
thereof  by  the  Apoflles,  and  in  the  primitive  Church  |  by 
newing  the  pra£):ice  of  a  like  power  under  the  Law,  which 
might  perhaps  be  the  rife  and  pattern  hereof;  by  confi* 
dering  the  necefiSty  and  ufefulnefe  of  fuch  a  power :  but  I 
cannot  infift  on  thofe  particulars,  but  proceed  to  the  neit 
article. 


(    »7    ) 
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X  HE  doftrine  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul  ^friieielrf 
men  are  <apaUe  of  rewards  or  punifhments,  acc^ntEng  to 
their  doings  in  this  life)  hath,  in  all  religions,  been  deemed 
a  oeceflary  principle,  and  for  fuch  (as  Cicero  and  Seneca 
exprefsly  tell  us)   hath  been  embraced  by  all  nations; 
havii^  indeed,  probably  from  original  tradition,  been  con- 
veyed over  all  the  world.    The  &me  alfo  divers  philofo- 
phers  (Socrates  efpecially,  and  his  followers)  did  by  na- 
tural reaibn  ftrive  to  evince  true.    But  tradition  being  too 
ilippery,  and  reafon  too  feeble  thoroughly  to  perfuade  it^ 
Chriftiamtyy  by  a  dear  and  full  proof,  (of  miraculous  works 
and  fenfihle  experiments,)  doth  aflure  us  of  it ;  the  cer- 
tidnty  thereof  we  owe  to  his  iiiftru^on,  who  brought  life  3  Tim.  i. 
nod  immortality  to  light  by  the  GofpeL     It  pl^nly  fhews,  ^^* 
that  when  we  die,  we  do  not  (Uke  brute  beads,  or  other 
natural  bo^es,  when  they  appear  diflblved)  wholly  perifh; 
that  our  fouls  do  not  vauifb  into  nothing,  nor  are  refolved 
into  inviiihle  principles;  but  do  return  into  God's  band,  or 
into  the  place  by  him  a|^ointed  for  them,  there  continu- 
ing in  that  life  which  is  proper  to  a  foul.     Neither  only 
thus  much  doth  it  teach  us  concerning  our  ftate  after  this 
life,  but  it  farther  informs  us,  that  our  bodies  themfelves 
(hall  be  raifed  again  out  of  their  duft  and  corruption,  that 
our  fouls  fliall  be  reunited  to  them,  and  that  our  perfons 
fliaU  be  reftored  into  their  perfed  integrity  of  nature  \  the 
bringing  of  which  effe6ks  to  pais,  by  divine  power,  is 
commonly  called,  the  reJurreSiion  of  the  dead,  or,  Jrom  the 
dead,    {U  nxfAt,)   and  fimply  the  refurre&ion;   as  alfo, 
Img  raifed,   being  reduced  from  the  dead :  fometimes 
alfo  it  is  called,  the  regeneration,  (or  iterated  nativity,)  and 
l*eing  bom  from  the  dead;  which  term*  imply  a  refpeft  to 
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the  body,  and  to  the  perfon  X>f  a  mani  as  oonftituted  of 
body  and  foul :  for  the  mere  permanency  of  our  fouls  in 
being  and  life  could  not  (with  any  propriety  or  truth)  be 
called  a  refurre&ion :  that  which  never  had  fallen  could 
not  be  fdd  to  be  raifed  again  ;  that  which  did  never  die 
could  not  be  reftored  from  death ;  nor  could  men  be  iaid 
to  rife  again,  but  in  refpe£t  to  that  part  which  had  fidkn, 
or  that  ftate  which  had  ceafed  to  be.  And  as  to  be  bom 
at  firft  doth  iignify  the  produ£don  and  union  of  the  parts 
eflential  to  a  man ;  fo  to  be  bom  again  implies  the  reditu- 
tion  and  reunion  of  the  (ame ;  a  man  thereby  becoming 
entirely  the  fame  perfon  that  he  was  before.  The  ikme  is 
alfo  fignified  in  terms  more  formal  and  dire^y  expreffive} 
the  quickening  of  the  dead  ;  the  vivification  of  our  mortal 
bocUes;  the  redemption  of  our  body ;  the  corruptible  (ri 
^oprov  TtfTo^'this  very  fame  corruptible  body)  putting  on 
incorrupiiouy  and  this  mortal  putting  on  immortality ;  thofe 
who  are  in  the  graves  hearing  Chri/Ts  voice,  and  proceeding 
forth  to  refurreSHon,  either  of  life  or  judgment ;  the 
awaking  of  them  which  Jleep  in  the  du/l  of  the  earth; 
the  fea,  the  death,  the  hell,  (or  univerfal  grave,)  refigoing 
their  dead ;  which  expreflions  and  the  like  occurring,  do 
clearly  and  fully  prove  the  reparation  of  our  bodies,  and 
their  reunion  to  our  fouls,  and  our  perfons  becoming  in 
fubftance  completely  the  fame  that  we  were.  Which 
truth  of  all  perhaps  that  Chriftianity  revealed,  as  moft 
new  and  (Irange,  was  the  hardliell  received,  and  found 
moft  oppoiition  among  heathens,  efpecially  philofophers  | 

A^  zvii.    Hearing  the  refurreQion  of  the  dead,  fame  of  them  mocked  ; 

*^'  other sf aid,  We  will  hear  thee  again  of  this  matter:  fo  viras 

St.  Paul's  difcourfe  about  this  point  entertained  at  Athens ; 
they  neglected  or  derided  it,  as  a  thing  altogether  \m^ 

Plia.  Hift.  poflible,  or  very  improbable  to  happen ;  (as  Pliny  fome- 

It.  7.  ^*****^jjejpe  counts  the  revocation  of  the  dead  to  life  impoflible 
to  be  performed,  otherwhere  calls  it,  puerile  deliramentum, 
a  childijh  dotage,  to  fuppofe  it.)  But  why  it  (hould  be 
deemed  either  impoffible  to  divine  power,  or  improbable 
upon  accounts  of  reafon,  no  good  argument  can  be 
aflignedf  To  re->colle£l  the  difperfed  parts  of  a  man's  body^ 
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0  range  and  difpofe  them  into  their  due  fitualion  and 
rder ;  to  reduce  them  into  a  temper  fit  to  difcharge  vital 
mdions ;  to  rejoin  the  foul  to  a  body  fo  reftored ;  why 
lould  it  be  impoffible  or  feem  difficult  to  him^  who  did 
rft  firame  and  temper  our  body  out  of  the  duft^  and  in- 
nred  the  foul  into  it;  to  him^  who  out  of  mere  confiifion 
^fted  the  whole  world  into  fo  wonderful  an  order  and 
wrmony ;  to  him,  who  into  a  dead  lump  of  earth  inferted 
leh  numberlefs  varieties  of  life ;  who  from  feeds  buried 

1  the  ground  and  corrupted  there,  doth  caufe  fo  goodly 
bnts  to  fpring  forth  \  who  hath  made  all  nature  to  fubfift 
y  continual  vicifBtudes  of  life  and  death ;  every  morning, 
IE  manner,  and  every  fpring  reprefenting  a  general  refur- 
^on?  (Well  might  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  fay,  ^AJcr.  xxxil. 
ard  God!  thou  hq/i  made  the  heaven  and  the  earth  by  thy  ^' 
reai  power  andjlretched  out  arm  ;  and  there  is  nothing  too 
mrdfor  thee :  there  is  indeed  nothing  too  hard  for  om- 
ifcient  vtdfdom  to  contrive,  for  omnipotent  (Irength  to 
lecute.)  And  what  difficulties  foever  fancy  may  fug- 
eft,  can  we  doubt  of  that  being  poffible  which  expe- 

ence  attefteth  done?  Ezekiel  faw  dry  bones  rejointed, Ezek. 
nd  reinfpired  with  life ;  divers  inftances  of  dead  perfons  *"^"' 
^ored  to  life  are  recorded  in  the  prophetical  writings ; 
tid  more  in  the  New  Teftament  i  but  mod  remarkable  is 
lat  paflage  at  our  Saviour's  death,  when  it  is  faid,  that 
tony  tombs  were  opened^  and  many  bodies  of  faints  /Aa/Matt.xxvii. 
ad  departed  rofe,  and  coming  out  of  the  tombs,  after  our  *^' 
'amour^s  refurre&ion,  entered  into  the  holy  city,  and  did 
ppear  to  many,  (or  publicly  to  the  many,  rolg  cjoXXoi^;) 
^hich  was  a  mod  full  and  manifeft  experiment  of  a  mira- 
iilous  refurre£tion,  like  to  that  which  we  believe :  but  of 
],  our  Lord's  own  refurre&ion  doth  irrefragably  confirm 
le  poffibility  of  our  refurreftion :  fo  that  St.  Paul,  with 
igheft  reafon,  might  thus  expoflulate  with  the  incre- 
idous  upon  this  account ;  jind  if  Chri/l  be  preached  (or  1  Cor.  xv. 
lured  by  teftimony)  that  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  how  fay  *^' 
me  thai  there  is  rvo  refurreSlion  of  the  dead?  that  is, 
ow  can  any  man  deny  that  to  be  poffible  which  is  fo 
ilpably  exemplified  ? 
VOL.  v.  p 
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Neither  can  the  pcnnt  be  (hewed  improbable  or  im- 
plaufible ;  but  it  is  rather  very  confonant  to  the  reafon  of 
the  thing;  and  good  caufes  may  be  affigned  why  it  (hould 
be.  Man,  according  to  original  defign  and  frame,  doth 
confift  of  foul  and  body;  thefe  parts  have  a  natural  re- 
lation, an  aptitude,  and  an  appetite  (as  it  feems)  to  co- 
habit and  cooperate  with  each  other;  many  a^ons  very 
proper  to  man's  nature  cannot  be  performed  without  their 
conjun^on  and  concurrence ;  many  capacitie9  of  joy  and 
comfort  (with  their  oppofites)  do  refult  thence :  the  ^a- 
ration  of  them  we  fee  how  unwilling,  violent,  and  repug- 
nant it  is  to  nature ;  and  we  are  taught  that  it  is  penal, 
and  confequent  upon  fin,  and  therefore  cannot  be  good 
and  perfe£t :  wherefore  it  is  no  wonder  that  God  defig^ 
ing  to  reftore  man  to  his  ancient  integrity,  yea,  to  a  higher 
perfedion,  rewarding  him  with  all  the  felicity  his  nature 
is  capable  of,  (on  the  one  hand,  I  mean,  as  on  the  other 
hand  jufily  to  puniih  and  affli£t  him  according  to  his  de- 
merit,) ihould  raife  the  body,  and  rejoin  it  to  the  foul,  that 
it  might  contribute  its  natural  fubferviency  to  fuch  enjoy- 
ments and  fuflerings  refpe^vely.  Not  to  omit  the  coii- 
gruity  in  juftice,  that  the  bodies  themfelves,  which  did 
communicate  in  works  of  obedience  and  holinefs^  or  of 
difloyalty  and  profanenefs,  (which,  in  St.  Paul's  language 
were  either  fervants  of  righteoufnefs  unto  fandity,  or  (laves 
to  impurity  and  iniquity,)  (hould  alfo  partake  in  fuitable 
recompenfes ;  that  the  body  which  endured  grievous  hard* 
(lups  for  righteoufnefs  (hould  enjoy  comfortable  refire(h- 
ments ;  or  that  thofe  which  did  wallow  in  unlawful  plea- 
fures  (hould  undergo  juft  afHiftions. 

Many  other  things  might  be  f^d  to  this  purpofe;  but  I 
pafs  to  the  next  point,  annexed  to  this,  as  in  nature,  fo  in 
order  here. 


(  3tl  ) 
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[£  immediate  confequent  of  the  refurre£tion  (commofii 
k.  Paul  exprefleth,  to  juft  and  unjuft^)  is,  as  we  haveAasMir. 
laced  in  the  catalogue  of  fundamentals,  fet  down  by 
Apodle  to  the  Hebrews,  xptfia  alwtovf  that  judgment  Heb.  vi.  a. 
oom,  by  which  the  eternal  flate  of  every  peifon  is  de- 
nned; and  accordingly  every  man  muil,  as  St.  Paul 
9  bear  the  things  done  in  the  lody,  according  to  what  a  Cor. v.  lo. 
aih  doncj  whether  it  be  good  or  evil.    Now  this  date 
orally  taken,  (as  refpe&ing  both  the  righteous  and 
led,  the  wicked  and  curfed  perfons,)  for  that  it  doth 
lofe  a  perpetual  duration  in  being  and  fenfe,  may  be 
^  everlqfiing  life;  although  life  (as  being  commonly 
rehended  the  principal  good,  and  becaufe  all  men  na- 
By  have  a  moft  ftrong  defire  to  preferve  it  j  with  refe- 
:e  alfo,  probably,  to  the  Law,  wherein  continuance  of 
b  propofed  as  the  main  reward  of  obedience,  is  ufed 
enote  peculiarly  the  blefied  (late ;  and  death  (the  moft 
ninable  and  terrible  thing  to  nature;  the  moft  ex- 
le  alfo  of  legal  puniftiments  threatened  upon  the  tranf- 
R>rs  of  the  law)  is  alfo  ufed  to  figniiy  the  condition  of 
damned;  the  refurre£lion  of  life,  and  refurre&ion  ofjohny. 99. 
ination  ;   everlafting  life  and  everlaffing  puniflmientJJ*"*"^' 
ig  oppofed ;  although,  I  fay,  life  be  thus  commonly  Dan.  xii.  9. 
sn,  (as  alfo  the  refurre6Uon  itfelf,  by  an  fwfij/xjo-jxoj,  isLukcxx.is'. 
etimes  appropriated  to  the  righteous,)  yet  the  reafon 
he  cafe  requires,  that  here  we  underftand  it  generally, 
s  to  comprehend  both  ftates ;  both  being  matters  of 
1  equally  neceflary,  and  of  like  fundamental  confe- 
Dce;   both  yielding  the  higheft  encouragements  to 
d  prance,  and  determents  firom  bad :  for,  as  on  the 
hand,  what  can  more  ftrongly  excite  us  to  the  per- 
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formance  of  our  duty,  than  an  afTurance  of  obtaining 
hereby  fo  happy  a  (late?  what  can  more  efficacioufly 
withdraw  us  from  impiety,  than  being  certain  thereby  to 
lofe  and  fall  (hort  of  it  ?  fo  on  the  other  hand,  what  can 
more  vehemently  provoke  us  to  obe^ence,  than  being 
perfuadedj  that  we  fhall  thereby  avoid  eternal  mifery? 
what  can  more  powerfully  deter  us  from  (in,  than  con- 
fidering,  that  by  commiflion  of  it  we  (hall  expofe  ourfelves 
to  that  wretched  date  ?  Infinitely  ftupid  and  obdurate  we 
mud  be,  if  the  confideration  what  thefe  dates  are  doth  not 
produce  thefe  efie£U. 

What  is  the  (late  of  life  ?  it  is  a  date  of  highed  dignity 
and  glory;  of  fweeted  comfort  and  joy;  of  joy  full  in  mea- 
fure,  pure  in  quality,  perpetual  in  duration,  in  all  refpe£t8 
perfed  to  the  utmod  capacity  of  our  nature ;  wherein  aU 
our  parts  and  faculties  (hall  be  raifed  to  their  highed  pitch 
of  perfeSion,  our  bodies  (hall  become  free  from -all  cor- 
ruptibility and  decay,  all  weaknefs  and  difeafe,  all  groff- 
nefs  and  unwieldinefs,  all  deformity  and  defilement :  for 
they  (hall^  as  St.  Paul  teaches  us,  be  rendered  incorrupti- 
ble, drong,  healthful,  glorious,  and  fpiritual:  our  fouls  alfo 
(hall  in  their  faculties  be  advanced,  in  their  incfinations 
reified,  in  their  appetites  fatisfied ;  the  underdanding  be- 
coming fiill  of  light,  clear  and  didin£t  in  knowledgf^  of 
truth,  free  from  ignorance,  doubt,  and  error ;  the  wiU  be- 
ing deadily  inclined  to  good,  ready  to  comply  with  God's 
will,  free  from  all  weaknefs  and  all  perverfenefs ;  our  af- 
fifi&ions  being  fet  in  right  order  and  frame,  with«a  con- 
dant  regularity  tending  unto  that  which  is  really  bed, 
and  taking  a  full  delight  therein  :  wherein  we  (hall  enjoy 
the  blifsfiil  fight  of  God,  (miling  in  love  and  favour  upon 
us ;  the  prefence  of  our  gracious  Redeemer,  embracing  us 
with  mod  tender  aflefiion ;  the  fociety  of  the  holy  angels^ 
and  of  the  jud  made  perfed ;  whofe  company  and  con- 
verfation,  how  unconceivably  fweet  and  delightful  mud  it 
be!  wherein  nothing  adverfe  or  troublefome  can  befall  us; 
no  impleafant  or  oflfenfive  objed  (haU  prefent  itfelf  to  us ; 
no  want,  or  need  of  any  thing  diall  appear;  no  care,  or 
fear,  or  fufpicion ;  no  labour  or  toil,  no  forrow  or  piun, 
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no  didafte  or  regret^  no  (Ur  or  contention^  no  li(Ueflhefs  or 
latiety  fhaH  be  felt,  or  (hall  come  near  us  5  where  God  (as 
it  is  in  the  Apocalypfe)  will  wipe  every  tear  from  the  eyes,  Rcv.  xxi.  4. 
(of  them  who  fhall  come  there,)  and  death  (hall  be  no 
more  5  nor  forrow,  nor  clamour,  nor  pain  any  more :  it 
is,  in  fine,  a  Aate  in  excellency  furpafling  all  words  to  ex- 
preis  it,  all  thoughts  to  conceive  it ;  of  which  the  bright- 
eft  fplendours  and  the  choiceft  pleafures  here  are  but  ob- 
feure  fhadows,  and  iaint  refemblances ;  comparable  to 
which  no  eye  hath  feen,  nor  ear  hath  heard  any  thing ;  1  Cor.  ii.  9. 
nor  hath  it  afcended  into  any  heart  of  man  to  conceive 
the  like;  as  St.  Paul,  out  of  the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  telleth  us : 
which  date,  feeing  by  a  pious  life  we  certainly  do  acquire 
a  r^ght  unto,  Knd  fhall  enjoy  a  pofTeifion  of;  but  from  an 
impious  life  do  forfeit  all  pretence  thereto,  and  fhall  infal- 
libly be  deprived  of  it  j  are  we  not  infinitely  mad,  are  we 
not  extremely  enemies,  and  injurious  to  ourfelves,  if  we  do 
not  embrace  the  one,  and  efchew  the  other  ? 

Again;  What  is  the  other  flate,  that  of  death?  what 
but  a  flate  of  lowefl  difgrace  and  ignominy;  of  utter  fhame 
and  confiifion ;  of  intolerable  p^ns  and  miferies,  without 
any  eafe  or  refpite,  without  any  hope  or  remedy,  without 
any  ceflation  or  end;  wherein  we  fhall  not  only  for  ever  be 
fecluded  from  God's  prefence  and  favour;  not  only  be  de- 
prived of  all  reft,  comfort,  and  joy;  but  detruded  into  utmoft 
wretchednefs ;  into  a  condition  far  more  dark  and  difmal, 
more  forlorn  and  difconfolate,  than  we  can  imagine;  which 
not  the  fharpefl  pain  of  body,  nor  the  bittereft  anxiety  of 
mind,  which  any  of  us  hath  ever  felt,  can  in  any  meafure 
reprefent;  wherein  our  bodies  fhall  be  afHiSed  continu- 
ally by  a  fulphureous  flame,  not  only  fcorching  the  fkin, 
but  piercing  the  inmofl  finews ;  our  fouls  fhall  incefTantly 
be  gnawed  upon  by  a  worm,  (the  worm  of  bitter  remorfe 
for  our  wretched  perverfenefs  and  folly;  the  worm  of  hor- 
rid defpair  ever  to  get  out  of  that  fad  eftate;)  under  which 
unexpreflible  vexations,  always  enduring  pangs  of  death, 
always  in  fenfe  and  in  defire  dying,  we  fhall  never  be  able 
to  die :  which  miferable  flate,  fince  it  is  by  performing 
our  duty  furely  avoided,  fince  by  negle6ling  or  tranf- 
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greifing  God's  laws  it  is  inevitably  incurred ;  if  we  do  not 
accordingly  choofe  to  demean  oiirfelves,  how  infinitely 
carelefs  are  we  of  our  own  good,  how  defperately  bent  to 
our  own  ruin ! 

If  thefe  confiderations  make  no  impreiBon  on  us,  what 
can  any  reafon  effed:  ?  what  can  any  words  fignify  ?  how 
monftroufly  fottifh  or  wild  do  we  appear  to  be !  I  con- 
clude with  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  that,  according  to 
his  infinite  mercy,  he,  by  his  gracious  afliftance  leading  us 
in  the  ways  of  piety  and  righteoufhefs,  would  bring  us  to 
everlafting  life  and  happinefs;  that  he  by  the  fame  power- 
ful grace  withdrawing  us  from  impiety  and  iniquity, 
would  refcue  us  from  eten;^  death  and  mifery ;  To  Am, 
God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghoji,  be 
for  ever  all  glory  and  praife.    Amen. 
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Orat.  Domin. 

*  Si  per  mnnia  precatumum  sanciarum  verba  discurras,  quantum 
existimo  nMl  invenies,  quod  non  ista  Dominica  contineat  et  eon^ 
cludat  oratio :  unde  Uberum  est  aUii  aique  aUis  verbis,  eadem 
tamen  m  orando  dicere,  sed  non  debet  esse  Uberum  alia  dicere. 
Aag.  ad  Frobam  £pt8t  cxju. 
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JL  HE  order  prefcHbed  to  this  exercife  direAs  us  to  treat 
upon^  firftj  The  Creed;  feoondly^  The  Lord's  Prayer; 
thirdly.  The  Decalogue;  fourthly,  The  Sacraments; 
fifthly.  The  Power  erf  the  Keys. 

The  firft  comprehends  the  main  principles  of  our  reli- 
fpim,  (I  mean  the  Chilian,  as  diftinguiflied  from  all  other 
religions,)  with  efpecial  refpe£t  to  which  our  prance  is 
alfo  to  be  regulated.    The  fecond  directs  us  in  the  prin- 
cipal duty  of  our  religion,  (and  which  procures  grace  and 
ability  to  perform  the  reil,)  our  devotion  toward  God^ 
informing  us  concerning  both  the  matter  and  maiuier 
thereof.    The  third  is  a  compendious  body,  as  it  were,  of 
law,  according  to  which  we  are  bound  to  order  our  prac- 
tice and  converlation,  both  toward  God  and  man ;  con- 
taining the  chief  of  tbofe  peipetual  and  immutable  laws 
of  Grod,  to  which  our  obedience  is  indifpenfably  due;  and 
unto  which  all  other  rules  of  moral  duty  are  well  r&- 
ducible.    The  next  place  is  fitly  allotted  to  thoTe  pofitive 
ordinances,  or  myftical  rites,  infiituted  by  God  for  the  or^- 
nament  and  advantage  of  our  religion ;  the  which  we  are 
oUiged  with  devotion  and  edification  of  ourielves  to  ob- 
ferve^and  therefore  fhould  underfland  the  fignification  and 
ufe  of  them.   Laftly,  becaufe  God  hath  ordered  Chriftiaiis 
(for  mutual  affifiance  and  edification)  to  live  in  ibciety 
iqgether^  and  accordingly  hath  appointed  difierencea  cf 
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office  and  degree  among  them^  aiSgning  to  each  fuitable 
privileges  and  duties^  it  is  reqiiifite  we  confider  this  point 
alfo,  that  we  may  know  how  to  behave  ourfelves  towards 
each  other,  as  duty  requires,  refpedively  according  to  our 
ftations  in  the  Church,  or  as  members  of  that  Chrifiian 
fociety.  Such,  in  brief,  may  be  the  reafon  of  the  method 
prefcribed  to  thefe  difcourfes,  the  which,  God  wiUing,  we 
purpofe  to  follow. 

I.  Concerning  the  Creed. 

That,  in  the  primitive  churches,  thofe  who  bring  of 

age  (after  previous  inftru^on,  and  fome  trial  of  their  con- 

verfation)  were  received  into  entire  communion  of  the 

Church,  and  admitted  to  baptifm,  were  required  to  make 

open  profeffion  of  their  being  perfuad^  of  the  truth  of 

ChriAianity,  and  their  being  refolved  to  live  according 

thereto ;  and  that  this  profeffion  was  made  by  way  <^ 

anfwer  to  certain  interrogatories  propounded  to  them,  is 

evident  by  frequent  and  obvious  teftimonies  of  the  moft 

ancient  ecclefiaftical  writers ;  and  St.  Peter  himfelf  feems 

to  allude  to  this  cuftom,  when  he  faith  that  baptifm  laves 

1  Pet.  in.    us,  (conduces  to  our  falvation,)  as  being  hnpAnifui  dcyod^ 

^^'  ffwmi^ws,  the  Jlipulationf  freely  and  iincerely,  bonajide, 

or  with  a  good  confcience,  made  by  us,  then  when  we 

folemnly  did  yield  our  confent  and  promife  to  what  the 

Church,  in  God's  behalf,  did  demand  of  us  to  believe  and 

undertake.     I  conceive  alfo,  that  the  author  of  the  Epifile 

to  the  Hebrews  doth  allude  to  the  fame  pra£tice  when 

(chap.  X.  aa,  23.)  he  thus  exhorts  to  perfeverance;  Having 

had  our  hearts  Jprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience^  and  our 

body  wq/hed  with  pure  water;  (that  is,  having  received 

baptifm;)  let  us  koldfq/i  the  profeffion  of  otir  faith  (that 

which  we  at  our  baptifm  did  make)  without  wavering,  (or 

declining  from  it;)  for  he  that  did  promife  is  faithful : 

God  will  be  true  to  his  part,  and  perform  what  he  then 

promifed  of  mercy  and  grace  to  us.     (Some  refemblance 

of  which  practice  we  have  in  that  pafiage  between  Philip 

the  deacon  and  the  Ethiopian  eunuch :  where,  after  Philip 

Aasviii.    had  inftruAed  the  eunuch,  the  eunuch  firft  fpeaks:  Be^ 
as. 
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hM  wafer;  what  hinders  me  fr<m  leing  baptized  f  Philip 
anfwen.  If  thou  lelievefi  with  all  thy  heart,  it  is  lawful : 
the  eunach  replies;  I  believe  Jefus  Chrift  to  be  the  Son  of 
God :  upon  which  (hort  confelSon  of  his  faith  he  is  bap- 
tized.) Now  that  this  profeffion,  (take  it  either  for  the 
adioDy  or  the  entire  res  gefta;  or  for  the  form,  or  for  the 
matter  thereof;  to  all  which  indifferently^  by  metonymical 
fchemes  of  fpeech,  the  fame  words  are  ufually  in  fuch 
cafes  applied^)  that  this  profeffion^  I  fay^  was  very  an- 
dently  (in  the  Roman  efpecially,  and  fome  other  churches) 
caJltd  fymbolumy  appears  by  thofe  remarkable  words  of 
Cyprian  (the  moft  ancient  perhaps  wherein  this  word  is 
found  applied  to  this  matter)  in  his  feventy-fixth  Epiftle 
ad  Magnum,  aiguing  againft  the  validity  of  baptifm  ad- 
miniftered  by  heretics  and  fchifmatics,  (fuch  as  were  the 
Novatians ;)  Quodji  aliquis  illud  opponit,  ut  dicat,  eandem 
Novatianum  legem  tenere,  quam  Catholica  Eccle/ia  teneat, 
eodem  fymboh  quo  et  nos  baptizare,  eundem  n6jfe  Deum 
patrem,  eundem  J^ium  Chriftum,  eundem  Spiritum  SanSium, 
ac  propter  hoc  ufurpare  earn  poteftatem  baptizandi  pojfe, 
quad  videatur  in  interrogatione  baptifmi  a  nobis  non  difcre^ 
pare,Jciat  quifquis  hoc  opponendum  putat,  primum  non  ejfe 
unam  nobis  et/chifmaticisjymboli  legem,  neque  eandem  in^ 
terrogationem.  Where  thofe  expreifionsj  Eodem  fymbolo 
baptizare,  and  In  interrogatione  baptifmi  non  difcrepare; 
as  alfo,  Una/ymboli  lex,  and  Eadem  interrogatio,  do  feem 
to  mean  the  fame  thing:  and  in  other  later  writers  the 
£une  manner  of  fpeaking  doth  fometimes  occur ;  as  when 
Hilary  thus  prays ;  Conferva  hanc  conjcientice  mece  vocem,  la.deTria. 
ut  quod  in  regenerationis  mece  fymbolo,  baptizatus  in  Patre, 
et  Filio,  et  Spiritu  S.  profeffus  fum,  femper  obtineam : 
where  regenerationis  fuee  fymbolum  doth  feem  to  import, 
that  conteftation  of  his  faith,  which  he  folemnly  made  at 
his  baptifm.  Now  the  reafon  why  this  profeflion  was  fo 
called  may  feem  to  be,  for  that  it  was  a  folemn  fignifica- 
tion  of  his  embracing  the  dodrine  and  law  of  Chrift;  even 
as  Ariftotle  calls  words,  v6fi£oXa  rwv  h  r^  in>x,i  vodi^/xarwv, 
the  fymbols  or  reprefentations  of  the  conceptions  that  are 
in  the  mind :  this  feems  to  be  the  moft  fimple  reafon  of 
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this  term  being  fo  ufed:  but  if  the  fimplidty  of  tbb  notion 
doth  not  fatisfy,  there  is  another  very  agreeitble  to  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  not  wanting  the  countenance  of  fome 
good  authority.    The  word  ^[/(.SiXku  doth  in  the  bell 
puto,  De.  Greek  writers  not  uncommonly  fignify,  to  tranfaSt  com- 
mofthcncs;  ^^ j^j^  ^^  make  contraft,  to  agree  about  any  bargain  or 
bufinefs;  and  the  word  ^fiJSikBuo¥  (thence  derived)  doth, 
according  to  moft  common  ufe,  denote  any  contraA  or 
covenant  made  between  two  pardes :  now,  Uiat  the  ftipu- 
lation  made  between  a  perfon  by  baptifm  initiated  and 
received  into  Chriftiamty,  and  God  Ahnighty,  (or  the 
Church  in  his  behalf,}  may  moft  appofitely  be  called  a 
covenant  or  contrad,  none,  I  fuppofe,  will  doubt;  wherein 
we  confefs  faith,  and  promife  obedience;  God  vouchlafes 
prefent  mercy,  promifes  grace  and  fature  reward:  and 
that  the  word  (tv/x&Xov  (hould  hence  import  thus  moch, 
we  cannot  much  wonder,  if  vtre  have  obferved  how  com- 
monly words  are  wont  to  borrow  fignification  from  their 
kindred  and  neighbours :   and  thus  Chryfologus  plainly 
Serm.  6Q.  interprets  the  meaning  of  die  word;  PkLcitum^  vel  paSiumy 
P^s*  ^*'  ^-  faith  he,  quod  lucrifpes  vententis  coniinet  vel  futurif  fym" 
btdum  fiuncupari  eiiam  contra&u  docemur  humano^  quod 
iamen  fymlolum  inter  duos  Jirmat  femper  geminata  con^ 
Jeriptio-^inier  Deutn  veto  et  homines  Jymlolum  Jidei  fola 
fide  JirmatUT ;  and  commonly  (in  his  fermons  upon  this 
Creed)  he  ftyles  it  paQumfidei.    Ruffinus  indeed  tells  us, 
(and  divers  after  him,)  that  the  reafon  why.  this  Creed 
was  called  fymlolum^  or  indicium^  is,  becaufe  it  was  de- 
vifed  as  a  mask  to  diftinguifli  the  genuine  teachers  of  tbb 
Chriftian  doftrine  from  fuch  fklfe  teachers,  as  did  adulte- 
rate or  corri^t  it ;  or  becaufe  it  was  a  kind  of  nulitary 
«  Cogni-     *  token,  (a  badge,  as  it  were,  or  a  watch-word,)  by  ^iidiich 
zanoe.        ^^  ^^^j^  friends  of  Chriftianity  might  be  difcriminated  and 
Mazimus    difcemed  from  the  enemies  thereof;  Synholum  tefferm  g/{ 
Taurincn.  ^fignacuUiniy  quo  inter  fideles  perfidojque  Jecemitur.    But 
if  we  confider  the  brevity  and  fimplidty  of  the  ancimit 
forms,  unfiiitable  to  fuch  a  defign,  it  may  feem  more  pro- 
bable, that  it  was  intended,  not  io  much  to  feparate  Ohrif- 
tians  from  each  other,  as  to  diftinguifli  them  from  all  of 
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other  religions ;  or  more  fimply,  as  we  {aid,  to  be  a  tnasrky 
whereby  the  perfon  converted  to  Chriftianity  did  fignify, 
that  be  did  fincerely  embrace  it,  confenting  to  the  capital 
doAiines  thereof,  and  engaging  obedience  to  its  laws.  In-* 
deed  afterward  (when  it  was  commonly  obferved,  that  al- 
moft  any  kind  of  heretics,  without  evident  repugnance  to 
their  particular  opinions,  could  conform  to  thofe  (hort 
and  general  forms,  to  exclude,  or  prevent  compliance  with 
them)  occafion  was  taken  to  enlarge  the  ancient  forms^ 
or  to  frame  new  ones,  (more  full  and  explicit,)  to  be  ufed, 
as  formerly,  at  baptifin.    But  (to  leave  farther  confidera- 
tion  of  the  name,  and  to  purfue  what  more  concerns  the 
thing)  for  the  more  ancient  forms,  wherein  the  foremen- 
tioned  profeffion  was  conceived,  it  feems  that  in  feveral 
places  and  times  they  did  fomewhat  vary,  receiving  al- 
teration and  increafe,  according  to  the  difcretion  of  thofe 
who  did  prefide  in  each  Church*;  the  principal  however 
and  more  fubftantial  parts  (which  had  efpecial  dire6tion 
and  authority  from  the  words  and  praAice  of  our  Saviour 
and  his  ApofUes)  being  every  where  and  at  all  times  re- 
tained; (thofe,  namely,  which  concerned  the  Perfons  of 
the  holy  Trinity,  and  the  great  promifes  of  the  Gofpel; 
remiffion  of  fins,  to  be  miniftered  here  by  the  Church;  and 
eternal  life,  to  be  conferred  hereafter  by  God  upon  thofe 
who  had  conftantly  believed  and  obeyed  the  Gofpel.) 
That  in  the  more  ancient  times  there  was  no  one  form^ 
generally  fixed  and  agreed  upon,  (to  omit  Other  alignments 
that  perfuade  it,)  is  hence  probable,  for  that  the  moft 
leamol  and  generally  knowing  perfons  of  thofe  times, 
when  in  their  apologies  againft  difbelievers  for  ChrifH- 
anity,  or  in  their  aifertions  of  its  genuine  principles  and 
dodrines  agsdnft  mifbelievers,  they  by  the  nature  and  fequel 
of  their  difcourfe  are  engaged  to  fum  up  the  principal  doc* 
trines  of  our  religion,  they  do  not  yet  (as  reafon  did  re* 
quire,  and  they  could  hardly  have  avoided  doing,  had 
there  been  any  fuch  conftantly  and  univerfally  fettled  or 

*  His  additur  indrolfihUtm  et  impufihiltm :  fciendum  quod  duo  illi  fennoaet 
in  Eccleiis  Romans  fymbolo  non  habentur,  conftat  autem  apud  nos  additos 
haerdeos  caofa  Sabellii^  ftc.    Rirf'  in  Sym, 
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avowed  foftn)  allege  any  fuch ;  but  rather  from  their  own 
obfervation  of  the  common  fenfe  agreed  upoi^  and  in  ihxM 
own  expreffion,  fet  down  thofe  main  dodrines^  whemn 
the  chief  churches  did  confent ;  as  may  be  feen  by  divers 
De  vd.  of  them,  efpecially  by  TertuUian,  (the  oldeft  of  the  La- 
fcftec.  adr.  ^^9)  '^  ^^  Compare  feveral  places,  wherein  he  delivers 
lunj^oon-the  rule  of  faith,  (as  he  conflantly  calls  it,  that  is,  fuch  a 
fummary  of  Chrifiian  principles,  by  which  the  truth  of 
dod:rines  concerning  matters  therein  touched  might  be 
examined;)  wherein,  I  fay,  he  delivers  fuch  rules  of  faith, 
to  the  fame  purpofe  in  fenfe,  but  in  language  fomewhat 
different,  yet  never  referring  us  to  any  (landing  and  more 
authentic  form.  Among  thefe  forms^  that  which  now  pafles 
under  the  title  of  the  Apoftles'  Creed  (about  which  we 
difcourfe)  feems  to  have  been  peculiar  to  the  Roman 
Church,  and  that  very  anciently,  (as  to  the  chief  artides 
thereof;  for  it  appears  that  in  procefs  of  time  it  hath  been 
fomewhat  altered,  efpeciaUy  by  addition ;)  and  becaufe  it 
had  been  ufed  from  fuch  antiquity,  that  its  original  com- 
pofition  and  ufe  were  not  known,  was  prefumed  to  have  de- 
rived from  the  Apoftles,  the  firft  planters  of  that  Church, 
(as  it  was  then  ufual  to  repute  all  immemorial  cufioms  to 
be  deduced  from  apoftolical  tradition;)  or  poffibly  becaufe 
the  Roman  Church  (as  in  common  belief  founded  by  the 
two  gre^t  Apoftles  Peter  and  Paul,)  was  by  ,way  of  ex- 
cellency called  the  apoftolical  Church ;  and  the  fucceffion 
of  Roman  YnSbo^^f  fedes  apojlolica:  fo  whatever  belonged 
to  that  Church,  obtained  the  fame  denomination;  and 
among  the  reft,  the  Roman  fymbol  might  for  that  reafon 
be  called  fymlolum  apojiolicum;  that  is,  fymlolum  Ec- 
cleficB  apoftoliccB.  For  that  it  was  compiled  by  joint  advice, 
or  by  particular  contributions  of  all  the  Apoftles,  is  a  con- 
ceit fuftained  by  very  weak  grounds,  and  aiTailed  by  very 
flrong  obje£Uons :  as,  that  a  matter  of  fo  illuftrious  re- 
markablenefs,  and  of  fo  great  concernment,  fhould  be  no- 
where mentioned  in  the  apoftolic  ads,  nor  by  any  au- 
thentic record  attefted;  (and  indeed  had  it  been  fo  teftified, 
it  muft  have  attmned  canonical  authority;)  that  it  was  not 
received  by  all  churches ;  and  that  thofe  which  ufed  the 
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fubftanoe  ihereofy  were  fo  bold  therewith  as  to  alter  and 
enlaige  it,  are  confiderations  ordinarily  objeded  thereto : 
bat  that  which  moft  effedually,  to  my  feeming,  doth  ren- 
der iuch  ofiginal  thereof  altogether  uncertain^  (and  doth 
^  amount  almoft  to  a  demonftration  againft  it;  I  mean 
againft  the  truth,  or,  which  is  all  one  in  matters  of  this 
nature,  its  certainty  of  being  compofed  by  the  ApoiUes,) 
is  that  which  I  before  intimated;  viz.  that  the  moft  an- 
cisDt  (and  thofe  the  moft  inquifitive  and  beft  feen  in  fuch 
matters)  were  either  wholly  ignorant  that  fuch  a  form, 
pretending  the  Apofiles  for  its  authors,  was  extant,  or  did 
not  accord  to  its  pretence,  or  did  not  at  all  rely  upon  the 
authenticalnefs  thereof;  otherwife  (as  I  before  urged)  it  is 
hardly  poffible  that  they  (hould  not  have  in  moft  dire£k 
and  ezprefs  manner  alleged  it,  and  ufed  its  authority 
ag^unft  thofe  wild  heretics  who  impugned  feme  points 
thereof.  Nothing  can  be  more  evident,  than  fuch  an  ar- 
gument (as  it  was  more  obvious  than  not  to  be  taken  no- 
tice of,  lb  it)  muft  needs  carry  a  great  ftrength  and  effi- 
cacy with  it;  and  would  have  much  more  ferved  their 
piurpofe,  for  convincing  their  adverfaries,  than  a  rule  (of 
the  fame  fenfe  and  import)  colledied  from  their  own  ob- 
fervation,  and  compofed  in  their  own  expreflion ;  and  that 
alignment,  which  they  fo  much  infift  upon,  drawn  from 
the  common  confent  of  the  apoftolic  churches,  could  not 
have  been  more  ftrongly  enforced^  (nor  the  ground  thereof 
more  clearly  evidenced,)  than  by  propounding  the  attefta- 
tion  of  this  form,  if  fuch  an  one  there  had  been  com- 
monly received  and  acknowledged :  and  if  they  were  ig- 
norant or  uncertain  thereof,  after-times  coidd  not  be 
more  Ikilful  or  fure  in  the  point.  I  fpeak  not  this  with 
intent  to  derogate  from  the  reputation  of  this  Creed,  or  to 
invalidate  that  authority,  whereof  it  hath  fo  long  time 
flood  poflefled :  for,  as  for  the  parts  thereof,  which  were 
undoubtedly  moft  ancient,  the  matter  of  them  is  fo  mani- 
feftly  contained  in  the  Scripture,  and,  fuppofing  the  truth 
of  Chriftianity  itfelf,  they  are  fo  certdn,  that  they  need 
no  other  authority  to  fupport  them,  than  what  Chrifti- 
anity itfelf  fubfifts  upon ;  and  for  other  points  afterwards 
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added^  they  cannot^  by  virtue  of  being  infeited  there^  pre- 
tend to  apoftolic  authority,  but  for  their  eftabliflnnent 
mud  infift  upon  fome  other  bafe.    It  is,  id  general,  fuffi- 
cient  (that  which  we  acknowledge)  to  beget  a  competent 
reverence  thereto,  that  it  was  of  fo  ancient  ufe  in  the 
principal,  and  for  long  time  (till  ambition  and  avarice,  and 
the  confequences  of  general  confiifion,  ignorance,  comqio 
tion,  overfpreading  the  earth,  did  foil  it)  the  fiureft  per« 
baps  and  moft  fober  church  in  the  world ;  that  it  was,  I 
fay,  in  fo  illuftrious  a  place,  fo  near  the  Apoftles'  time, 
made  and  ufed,  (and  might  thence  feem  probably  to  de- 
rive from  fome  of  them,)  may  conciliate  much  refpeft 
thereto :  but  yet  fince  it  is  not  thoroughly  certain  that  it 
was  compofed  by  any  of  them,  nor  hath  obtained  the 
lame  authority  with  their  undoubted  writings,  whatever 
is  therein  contained  muft  be  explained  according  to  and 
be  proved  by  them;  and  cannot  otherwife  conftrain  our 
faith :  and  indeed  divers  authors  of  great  credit  acknow- 
^  ledge  it  to  be  colle£ted  out  of  the  Scriptures ;  Ilia  verlm^ 
laith  Auguftin,  qucB  audivi/iis  (fpeaking  of  this  Creed) 
per  Scripiuras  fparfa  funt,  et  inde  colleAoy  et  ad  ttnum  re* 
P^chafius  daAa.    And  another  ancient  writer;  Dejacris  omnino  tw* 
cap^T.^'    /tttntniiiw  quce  funi  credenda  fumamus ;  de  quorum  fente 
fyvnholi  ipfius  feries  derivata  corififtiU    Its  authority  there- 
fore  will  at  the  fecond  hand  prove  apoftolical,  its  matter 
being  drawn  from  the  fountains  of  apoftolical  Scripture. 
But  fo  much  fhall  fuffice,  for  preface,  concerning  the  ritle 
and  other  extrinfecal  adjun£ts  of  the  Creed.    As  for  the 
fubjeft  itfelf,  it  is  a  (hort  fyftem  of  Chriftian  do£biDe; 
comprifing  the  chief  principles  of  Chrifiianity,  as  diftinft 
from  all  other  reli^ons,  in  a  form  (or  manner  of  fpeech) 
fuited  for  every  Angular  perfon,  thereby  to  declare  his 
confent  to  that  religion ;  which  to  do,  as  it  is  efpedally 
befitting  at  baptifm,  (when  the  perfon  is  folemnly  ad- 
mitted to  the  participation  of  the  benefits  and  privil^es  of 
that  religion ;  and  fhould  therefore  reafonably  be  required 
to  profefs  that  he  believes  the  truth  thereof,  and  willingly 
undertakes  to  perform  the  conditions  and  duties  belong- 
ing thereto,)  fo  it  cannot  but  be  very  convenient  and  ufe^ 
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fulat  oAer  times,  aad  deferves  to  be  a  conftant  part  of 
GocFs  fOrvice ;  as  both  much  tending  to  the  honour  of 
Gody  and  conducing  to  private  and  public  edification  \  we 
thereby  glorify  God,  frequently  confeffing  his  truth,  (the 
chief  and  higfaeft  points  of  his  heavenly  truth,  by  his 
gpodnefs  revealed  unto  us ;)  we  remind  ourfelves  of  our 
duties  and  engagements  to  God ;  we  fatisfy  the  Church 
of  our  perfeverance,  and  encourage  our  brethren  to  perfifl: 
in  the  fdth  of  Chrift. 

As  for  the  interpretation  thereof,  I  (hall  not  otherwife 
determine  or  limit  its  fenfe,  than  by  endeavouring  to  de- 
clare what  is  true  in  itfelf,  and  agreeable  to  the  meaning 
of  the  words,  wherein  each  article  is  exprciTed;  proving 
foch  truth  by  any  kind  of  fuitable  arguments  that  ofier 
themfelves ;  fuch  as  either  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  or 
plain  teftimony  of  holy  Scripture,  or  general  confent  and 
tradition  of  the  ancient  churches,  founded  by  the  Apo* 
ftles,  do  afford.  Proving,  I  fay ;  for  the  Creed  itfelf,  (as 
we  before  difcourfed,)  not  being  endued  with  higheft  au- 
thority to  enforce  its  doftrine,  it  muft  be  confirmed  by 
fuch  other  grounds  as  may  be  proved  more  immediately 
vafid,  and  efiicacious  to  convince  or  produce  faith  in  men's 
mmds.  For  faith  itfelf  is  not  an  arbitrary  a£^,  nor  an 
etk&  of  blind  neceffity;  (we  cannot  believe  what  we 
pleaie,  nor  can  be  compelled  to  believe  any  thing;)  it  is 
a  refult  of  judgment  and  choice,  grounded  upon  reafon  of 
fome  kind,  after  deliberation  and  debate  concerning  the 
matter.  But  more  difiin£tiy  what  the  faith  we  profefs  to 
have,  is,  I  will  immediately  inquire ;  addreflSng  myfelf  to 
the  expofidon  of  the  firft  word,  /  believe,  or  I  believe  in. 
Before  we  proceed,  we  muft  remove  a  rub,  which  criti- 
dfing  upon  the  phrafe  hath  put  in  our  way.  They  give 
us  a  diftindion  between,  to  believe  a  thing,  to  believe  a  it  comes 
perfon,  and  to  believe  upon  a  thing  or  perfon :  for  example,  ^^^^.  ^"" 
taking  God  for  the  objeft,  there  is,  they  fay,  a  difference  father  of 
between  credere  Deum,  credere  Deo,  and  credere  in  Deum.  dj^tic^'^ 
Credere  Deum  doth  import  fimply  to  believe  God  to  be ;  t'ons. 
credere  Deo,  is  to  believe  God's  word  or  promife,  (to 
efteem  him  veracious;)  credere  in  Deum,  is  to  have  a 
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confidence  in  God^  as  able  and  willing  to  do  us  good^  (ta 
rely  upon  his  mercy  and  favour;  to  hope. for  help^  com*- 
fort^  or  reward  from  him ;  the  which^  after  St.  Augufiin^  the 
fchoolmen  account  an  a&  of  charity  or  love  toward  God^  as 
may  be  feen  in  that  late  excellent  expofition  of  the  Creed;) 
and  in  this  lad  fenfe  would  fome  underftand  the  faith  here 
profejQedj  becaufe  of  the  phrafe,  /  believe  in:  but  I  briefly 
anfwer^  that  this  phrafe  being  derived  immediately  from 
the  Greek  of  the  New  TeAament,  and  the  Greek  therein 
imitathig  the  Old  Teftament  Hebrew,  we  muft  interpret 
the  meaning  thereof  according  to  its  ufe  there^  as  that 
may  befl  agree  with  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  and  the  de- 
fign  of  the  Creed  here.  Now  in  the  faid  Greek  and  He>- 
brew,  mi9^T6u§iv  sis,  (or  vwrtiaif  hy  or  crtOTfuay  M^  which 
import  the  fame,)  and  3  pDMH,  {heemin  be,)  are  uied  to 
fignify  all  kinds  of  faith,  and  are  promifcuoufly  applied  to 
all  kind  of  obje£ls :  it  is  required,  to  believe  not  only  in 
•Eiod.  xiv.God  and  Chrift,  but  in  men  alfo*;  in  Mofes^^  in  the  Pro- 
b  3  Chron.  phets ;  as  likewife  in  the  works  of  God ;  in  God's  com- 
"•  j*^- ...  mandments ;  in  the  Gofpel.  Whence  in  general  it  ap- 
39.  pears,  that  to  believe  in,  hath  not  neccflarily  or  conftantly 

Pfai.cxix.  jp^^fj  ^  determinate  fenfe,  as  the  forementioned  diftin- 
Marki.  15.  guifliers  pretend,  but  is  capable  of  various  meanings,  as 
the  different  matters  to  which  it  is  applied  do  reqiure:  to 
believe  in  Mofes,  (for  example,)  was  not  to  confide  in  his 
power  or  goodnefs,  but  to  believe  him  God's  prophet, 
and  that  his  words  were  true ;  to  believe  in  God's  works, 
was  to  believe  they  came  from  God's  power,  and  fignified 
his  providence  over  them ;  to  believe  in  the  commands  of 
God,  and  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  was  to  take  them  for 
rules  of  life,  and  to  expe£t  due  reward  according  to  the 
promifes  or  threatcnings  in  them  refpeftively  pronounced 
to  obedience  or  diibbedience:  in  a  word,  we  may  obferve, 
(and  there  be  inftances  innumerable  to  confirm  the  obfer- 
vation,)  that,  in  the  New  Teftament,  vioreufly  9tg  X^mtov, 
tlf  Kupiov,  ilg  Svofiu  Kvpiouy  and  VFurreiay  to)  X^iorai,  rm  Kupisp, 
T^  6vofuen  Kuplovy  do  indifferently  bear  the  fame  fenfe, 
both  fignifying  no  more,  than  being  perfuaded  tliat  Je/iis 
was  the  Chri/i  the  Son  of  God,  fuch  as  he  declared  him- 
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fi^  Old  the  Apofiles  preached  him  to  be.  Since  there^ 
fbre  the  pbrafe  in  itfelf  may  admit  various  fenfes^  we  may 
(with  moft  reafon  and  probability)  take  it  here,  according 
to  the  nature  and  defign  of  the  Creed ;  which  is  to  be  a 
(faort  comprehenfion  of  fuch  verities^  which  we  profeftf 
our  aflent  unto :  it  hath,  I  fay,  been  ah^ays  taken  (not 
diredly  for  an  exercife  of  our  charity,  or  patience,  or 
hope  in  God,  or  any  other  kind  of  devotion,  but  fimply) 
for  a  confeffion  of  Chriftian  principles  and  verities ;  and 
accordingly  when  I  fay,  /  believe  in  God  Almightj/y  the 
Maker  of  heaven  and  earthy  it  is  moft  proper  fo  to  under-* 
ftand  my  meaning,  as  if  I  had  faid^  /  believe  there  is  onii 
Ood;  thai  he  is  Almighty;  that  he  is  Maker  of  heaven  and 
earihc  and  fo  of  the  reft  2  to  eonfirm  which  interpretation,' 
I  (hall  only  add,  that  anciently  fnariittv  ti;  was  commonly 
applied  to  the  Church,  to  the  refurredion,  to  repentancey 
2|nd  remiffion  of  fins :  many  examples  might  be  produced 
to  that  purpofe:  I  (hall  only  mention  thofe  words  of 
Jerome)  Solenneefiin  lavacro  poji  Trinitatis  confeffionemHltwni 
inierrbgare,  Credis  in  fanBam  ecclefiam  P  Which  expref-  ^^^^  '"'*■■ 
fiooy  according  to  the  Schoolmen's  interpretation  of  be^ 
lieving  in^  were  not  allowable. 

So  much  for  the  general  notion  of  belief;  it  is  fonie 
kind  of  aflent  to  the  truths  propounded  in  the  Creed ; 
but  what  kind  particularly  it  is,  that  we  may  more  clearly 
judge^  we  (hall  obferve,  that  belief  hath  two  acception^ 
moft  confiderable;  one^  more  general  and  popular;  the 
olheri  more  reftr^ned  and  artificial :  in  its  greateft  lati-' 
tude,  and  according  to  moft  common  ufe^  (as  alfo  accord- 
ing to  Its  origination,  from  viiraaro^^  by  which  it  (hould 
import  the  tScSt  of  perfuafion,)  thus,  I  fay^  it  fignifie? 
generally,  being  well  perfuaded,  or  yielding  a  ftroiig 
affisnt  unto  the  truth  of  any  propofition ;  4  a-^lpct.  un-Jxi^i^, 
(fo  we  have  it  defined,  agreeably  to  conranon  ufe,  in  Ari-Top.  it.  5. 
ftotk^s  Topics ;)  that  is,  a  vehement  or  ftrong  opinion 
about  a  thing :  and  fo  it  involves  no  formal  refpe£l  to  any 
particular  kind  of  means  or  argumients  produdive  of  it ; 
but  may  be  begot  by  any  means  whatever.  So  wc  are  So  Aas 
iaid  to  believe  what  our  fenfe  reprefents,  what  good  rea-*J"^,,^^*    , 
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fon  infersi  what  credible  authority  confinna  unta  na. 
Whence  in  rhetoric  all  forts  of  probation  (fiEom  what 
topic  foever  of  reafon  deduced,  i^n  whatevec  attefiation 
grounded)  are  called  mlcrrms,  by  a  metonymyy  becaule 
they  are  apt  to  beget  a  perfuafioa  concenung  the  caufe 
maint^ned,  its  being  good  or  bad,  true  or  folfe.  But  ac- 
cording to  a  more  reftrtuned  and  artificial  acception^  (ard«> 
ficial  I  call  it,  becaufe  it  is  peculiar  to  men  of  art,  and  in- 
rented  by  the  fchool,  to  the  purpofe  of  difiinguiihing 
fuch  aflent  or  perfuafion  into  feveral  kinds,  whereof  they 
make  belief  in  one  kind  diilin£t  from  thofe  others  which 
are  grounded  upon  experience,  or  apparence  to  fenfe ;'  or 
upon  rational  inference,  according  to  which  acception,) 
belief  doth  precifely  denote  that  kind  of  aflent,  which  ia 
grounded  merely  upon  the  authority  (the  dictate  or  tefii- 
mony)  of  fome  perfon  aflerting,  relating,  or  attefting  to- 
the  truth  of  any  matter  propounded;  the  authority,  I 
fay,  of  fome  perfon :  which  implies  two  things;  i.  That 
fuch  a  perfon  hath,  defaHo,  aiferted  or  attefted  the  mat- 
ter ;  2.  That  his  qualifications  be  fuch,  that  his  affirma- 
tion fhould  in  reafon  have  an  influence  upon  our  mindsy 
and  incline  them  to  confent;  for  that  he  is  both  able  to 
inform  us  rightly,  and  willing  to  do  it ;  is  fo  wife,  that  he 
doth  know ;  and  fb  juft,  that  he  will  fpeak  according  to  lua 
knowledge,  and  no  otherwife.  And  this  authority  (which 
by  reafon  of  the  author's  qualities  mentioned  is  called 
credible ;  that  is,  fuch,  as  in  fome  meafure  is  apt  in  a 
well-difpofed  underAanding  to  beget  fuch  an  aflent  to  the 
truth  of  what  is  depofed)  is  one  kind  of  argumenty 
(di{lin£t  from  thofe  which  are  drawn  from  experience,  or 
frpn)  principles  of  reafon,  before  known  or  admitted  by 
us)  whereby  perfuafion  concerning  the  truth  of  any  pro- 
pofition  (concerning  either  matter  of  faft,  or  any  doctrine) 
is  produced  in  our  minds :  and  according  to  the  degrees 
of  our  aflurance,  either  concerning  the  fa£l,  that  the 
author  doth  indeed  aflert  the  matter ;  or  concerning  the  • 
perfon's  qualifications,  (rendering  his  authority  credible,) 
are  the  degrees  of  our  belief  proportioned;  it  is  more 
fbrong  and  mtenfe,  or  weak  and  remifs ;  we  are  confident 
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or  doubtful  concerning  the  matter :  if  we  plainly  can  per- 
ceive by  our  fenfe,  or  have  great  rational  inducements  to 
think,  that  fuch  an  aflertion  proceeds  from  fuch  an 
author;  and  then  by  like  evidence  of  experience  or  reafon 
are  moved  to  think  him  not  liable  himfelf  to  be  deceived, 
nor  difpofed  to  deceive  us,  then  we  become  ftrongly  per- 
foaded;  believe  firmly,  in  proportion  to  the  validity  of 
the  laid  grounds. 

It  is  now  to  be  determined  according  to  which  of  thefe 
two  acceptions  the  belief  we  here  profefs  is  to  be  under- 
ftood :  and  to  my  feeming,  we  {hould  adequately  mean, 
accoiding  to  the  firft,  the  more  general  and  vulgaY^.  no- 
tion: that,  I  fay,  we  profefs  to  be  perfuaded  in  our  minds, 
concerning  the  truth  of  the  propofitions  annexed,  not  im- 
{dying  our  perfuafion  to  be  grounded  upon  only  one  kind 
of  reafon,  that  drawn  from  authority ;  but  rather  involv- 
ing all  reafons  proper  and  eSeStual  for  the  perfuafion  of 
all  the  points  jointly,  or  of  each  fingly  taken.     In  this 
notion  I  underftand  the  word,  for  thefe  reafons. 
-    I.  Upon  a  general  confideration ;  becaufe  the  ancient  The  very 
usadbcrs  of  our  religion,  both  as  being  themfelves  men  Jhe  Jews 
not  leen  hi  fubtility  of  fpeculation,  nor  verfed  in  niceties  ^p  lop- 
of  ^)eiech,  (ufed  by  men  of  art  and  fhidy,)  and  as  defign- 
ing  chiefly  to  in(lru£l  the  generality  of  men,  (for  the 
greateft  part  being  fimple  and  grofs  in  conceit,)  could  not  or 
would  not  ufe  words  otherwife  than  according  to  their 
moft  common  and  familiar  acception.  They  did  not  employ 
Sa^poarnvf^g  o-ofletg  Xoyoi;;,  terms  devifed  by  human  wifdom  i  Cor.  ii.  4 
for  extreme  accuracy  and  diftinftion  ;  but  expreifed  their  "j^'^"^ 
conceptions  in  the  moft  vulirar  and  beft  under  flood  lan-^P*^-*;^^ 

*^  ^  -  Devifed  toe 

guage.  after  their 

a.  Becaufe  we  find  that  de  fa&o  the  word  worgugiy  is  J}J|^^c\,^^ 
nfed  by  them  (in  Scripture,  I  mean)  according  to  this  lafticai  ac- 
general  notion;  that  is,  fo  as  to  fignify  indifferently  all no^^^cient 
kind  of  perfuafion,  having  regard  to  the  particular  ground 
thereof.    Thomas  would  not  believe  that  our  Saviour  was 
lifen,  exc^t  he  difcemed  vifible  marks,  diflinguifliing  his 
perfon  from  others :  he  did  fo,  and  then  believes :  where- 
upon our  Saviour  faith;  Thou  lelievefl,  becaufe  ihou  ha/i John xz,79» 

<^3 
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feen :  lleffed  are  they  thai  have  not  feen,  and  yet  have  le» 
lieved :  we  fee  that  faith  may  be  grounded  upon  ienfe, 

Johnz.  ar.And^  If  I  do  not  the  works  of  my  Father ^  fiadth  our  Sap* 
viour,  believe  me  not:  but  if  I  do,  though  ye  believe  not  me^ 
believe  the  works.  Our  Saviour  requires  them  not  to  rdy 
upon  hi9  bare  teftimony  concerning  himfelf^  but  to  con- 
fider  rationaUy  the  quality  of  his  works  5  and  upon  that 
to  ground  their  faith :  which  kind  of  perfuafion  feems 
grounded  rather  upon  principles  of  reafon,  than  any  au- 

JiMn.ti.  i9.thority.  The  devils,  St.  James  tells  us,  do  believe  there 
is  one  God;  ^ow  fo?  Becaufe  they  know  it  by  expe^r 
rience,  rather  than  upon  any  relation  or  teflimony  given 

Heb.  xi.  s.  to  them.  And  you  know.  He  that  comes  to  God,  mufl 
believe  that  he  is  ;  that  is,  muft  be  perfuaded  of  God's 
exiftence,  by  arguments  proper  to  enforce  fuch  aflent^ 
For  I  argue  farther, 

3.  That  the  belief  of  the  firft  and  main  article  of  this 
Creed,  that  there  is  a  God,  cannot  be  grounded  only 
upon  authority  $  human  authority  cannot  alone  fuffice  to 
prove  fo  great  a  point ;  and  divine  authority  doth  prefup- 
pofe  it :  for  how  can  we  believe  that  God  doth  this  or 
that;  that  he  hath  revealed  his  mind  to  us;  that  he 
teaches  us  fo  or  fo,  before  we  believe  that  he  is?  The 
belief  of  the  fubjefl  muft  precede  the  belief  of  any  attri- 
bute or  a&ion  belonging  to  it :  the  belief  therefore  of 
God's  exiftence  is  properly  grounded  upon  other  ai^-7 
ments,  befide  authority.     Yea,  farther, 

4.  The  belief  of  other  main  points,  not  exprefled  in«« 
deed,  but  imderftood  and  fuppofed  as  the  foundation  of 
our  believing  all  the  other  articles  thereof,  doth  depend 
upon  more  than  bare  authority :  as  for  inftance,  the  be- 
lief of  God's  veracity,  (taken  moft  largely,  as  including 
his  infallible  wifdom,  and  his  perfeft  finoerity  or  fidelity;) 
die  truth  of  God's  having  a£tually  revealed  his  mind  to 
us  by  Jefus  and  his  Apoflles,  and  by  all  the  Prophets 
before ;  (or  the  truth  of  Chriftianity  itfelf  in  grofs,  as  alfo 
of  ancient  Judaifm:)  the  truth  of  the  holy  Scriptures:  the 
validity  of  general  tradition  and  common  confent  of  the 
Chriftian  churches  inftruded  by  the  Apoftles,  fo  (ax  sl^ 
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ihey  may  conduce  to  the  probation  of  any  of  thefe  arti- 
cles: thefe  things,  I  fay,  we  niuft  be  perfuaded  of,  as 
froiinds  of  our  believing  all  the  other  articles^  not  imme- 
diately deducible  from  principles  of  reafon  :  and  yet  none 
of  thefe  points  can  properly  be  grounded  upon  mere  au- 
thority: to  prove  God  is  veracious  becaufe  he  faith  fo, 
or  that  revelation  in  general  muft  be  trufted  from  parti- 
cular revelations,  are  petitiones  principiif  mod  inconclu- 
five  and  ineffedual  difcourfes.  Spirits  are  to  be  tried^iJohniv.i. 
and  revelations  themfelves  are  to  be  examined,  before  w^i^^i^,^ 
can  \]pon  their  word  believe  any  particular  do6lrine 
avouched  by  them :  this  muft  be  performed  by  ufe  of  our 
lenfes,  and  of  our  reafons;  and  therefore  virtually  and 
mediately  the  belief  of  whatever  relies  upon  fuch  foun- 
dations doth  depend  upon  them^  and  not  upon  bare  au- 
thority. 

5.  T  wiQ  add,  laftly,  that  if  we  coniider  the  manner  how 
the  fiuth  of  the  firft  Chriftians  was  produced,  we  may 
perhaps  alfo  perceive  that  even  their  faith  was  not  merely 
founded  upon  authority,  but  relied  partly  upon  principles 
of  reafon^  taking  in  the  afliftance  and  atteftation  of  fenfe. 
They  that  beheld  the  fincerity  and  innocency  of  our  Sa- 
viour's converfation ;  the  extraordinary  wlfdom  and  ma- 
jefty  of  his  difcourfes ;  the  excellent  goodnefs  and  holi- 
nefs  6f  his  do£trine ',  the  incomparably  great  and  glorious 
power  difcovered  in  his  miraculous  works,  (withal  com- 
paring the  ancient  prophecies  concerning  fuch  a  perfon  to 
comis  with  the  charafters  and  circumftances  of  his  perfon,) 
were  by  thefe  confiderations  perfuaded,  not  merely  by  his 
own  teftimony,  that  our  Saviour  himfelf  did  not  fo  much 
infift  upon,  but  rather  difclaimed  it,  asinfufficient  to  beget 
£uth;  If  I  witnefs  ofmyfelfy  my  witnefs  is  not  true;  (not  John  v.  31. 
true;  that  is,  not  credible:)  you  were  not  obliged  to  ac- 
cept my  teftimony  as  true,  if  it  were  not  alfo  accompa- 
nied with  other  convincing  reafons.  It  was  by  fuch  a 
fyllogifm  as  this,  that  believers  did  then  argue  themfelves 
into  fidth  upon  our  Saviour:  He  that  is  fo  qualified^  (doth 
fo  live;  fo  fpeak^  fo  work;  fo  admirably  in  himfelf,  fo 
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agreeably  to  propbecies  foregoing,)  his  pretences  cannot 
reafonably  be  deemed  falfe ;  it  is  juil  that  we  aflent  to  his 
words :  But  we  plainly  fee  and  experience  Jefus  to  be  fo 
qualified,  (fo  to  live,  to  fpeak,  10  do:)  Therefore  it  is  juft 
and  reafonable  we  believe  him.  This  kind  of  difcourfe 
did  de  faSo,  and  of  right  it  ought  to  produce  feuth  in 
thofe,  who  came  under  the  influence  of  it:  the  being  con- 
vinced by  it  was  the  virtue  of  faith,  (hewing  the  ingenuity 
and  difcretion  of  thofe  fo  wrought  upon;  and  the  not 
being  convinced  fo,  was  the  fault  for  which  unbelievers 
John  XI,  were  liable  to  juft  condemnation  ;  If  I  had  not  come  and 
Jpake  to  theniy  they  had  not  had  Jin :  and.  If  I  had  not 
done  the  works  among  them,  which  never  any  other  man 
did,  they  had  not  had  Jin  :  that  is,  if  my  do6trine  had  not 
been  very  good,  and  my  difcourfe  very  reafonable ;  if  my 
works  had  not  difcovered  abundance  of  divine  grace  and 
power  attending  them;  had  not  both  my  words  and 
works  been  very  open  and  manifeft  to  them;  they  had 
been  excufable,  as  having  no  reafons  cogent  enough  to 
perfuade  them ;  but  now  they  del'erve  to  be  condemned 
for  their.unreafonable  and  perverfe  incredulity.  And  give 
me  leave,  by  the  way,  to  obferve,  that  by  the  like  fyllo- 
gi(m  it  is,  that  faith  may  (and  perhaps  in  duty  (hould)  be 
produced  even  in  us  now :  the  major  propofition  is  alto- 
gether the  fame ;  A  perfon  fo  qualified  is  credible ;  (this 
is  a  propofition  of  perpetual  truth,  evident  to  common 
fenfe,  fuch  as  by  all  men  of  reafon  and  ingenuity  fbould 
be  admitted :  otherwife  no  meflage  from  heaven  or  tefti- 
mony  upon  earth  could  be  received.)  The  minor,  Jefus 
was  a  perfon  fo  qualified,  was  indeed  evident  to  the  fenfes 
of  thofe  with  whom  he  converfed,  (to  fuch  as  were  not 
blinded  with  evil  prejudice,  and  wilfully  difpofed  to 
miftake;)  and  will  now  appear  as  true  to  thofe,  who  ihall 
with  due  care  confider  the  reafons  by  which  it  may  be 
perfuaded :  that  it  is  attefted  by  fo  many,  and  in  all  re- 
fpe3s  fo  credible  hiftories,  yet  extant  and  legible  by  us  ; 
confirmed  by  fo  clear,  fo  general,  fo  conftant  a  tradition  ; 
maiiitained  by  fo  wonderful  circumftances  of  providence  j 
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in  a  wofrdf  that  it  is  evidenced  by  fo  many  and  fo  illuftri- 
ous  proofs,  that  no  matter  of  fa£t  had  ever  the  like^  none 
ever  could  have  greater,  to  aflure  it. 

Upon  thefe  and  fuch  like  premifes  I  embrace  the  more 
plain  and  fimple  notion  of  the  word  belief;  meaning, 
when  I  iay  I  believey  that  I  am  in  my  mind  fully  con- 
vinced and  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  the  propofitions 
hereafter  exprefled,  (or  implied;)  not  excluding  any  ob- 
je&s  there  contained  under  any  formality,  (either  of 
being  apparent  to  fenfe,  or  demonftrable  by  reafon,  or 
credible  by  any  fort  of  teftimony,)  nor  abftra&ing  from 
any  kind  of  reafons  perfuaiive  of  their  truth.  I  believe 
there  is  a  God,  the  Creator  of  the  world;  that  he  is  infal- 
libly wife,  and  perfedly  veracious ;  that  he  hath  revealed 
his  mind  and  will  to  mankind ;  as  well  for  that  good  rea- 
fon di£bites  thefe  thuigs  unto  me,  as  that  the  bed  au- 
thorities avow  them.  I  believe  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift^  and 
our  Lord,  and  the  Son  of  God,  becaufe  the  holy  Scriptures 
do  pl^nly  fo  teach,  and  apoAolical  tradition  thereto  con- 
fi^ts :  and  in  like  maimer  of  the  reft. 


What  the  phrafe  I  leUeve  in  doth  moft  properly  here  Primus  eft 
import,  I  did  endeavour  (the  laft  time)  fomewhat  to  ex-  JJS?^  Deo* 
plain :  I  would  have  deduced  fome  corollaries,  and  added  credere 
Ibme  confiderations  preventive  of  miftake,  and  farther  ex-  i>euincoiit 
plicauve  of  that  matter,  if  ray  intention  hereafter  to  en-  J^j^"®^'^ 
deavour  greater  brevity  did  permit :  but  for  that  caufe  I 
proceed  to  the  objefts  of  our  belief:  whereof  in  the  firft 
place,  as  is  meet,  and  in  the  front,  God  is  placed ;  the 
belief  of  whofe  exiftence  is  the  foundation  of  all  religion,*£i^  ^  e^. 
the  fupport  of  all  virtue,  the  prmcipal  article  in  all  the]^^^^^^* 
creeds  of  all  the  world.    He  that  comes  to  God  (who-  iUiCumw, 
ever  applies  himfelf  to  any  religious  performance)  muft 
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firft  of  all  be  perfuaded,  that  God  is ;  as  the  objeA  of  his 
devotion,  and  the  rewarder  of  his  obedience*  "For  the 
explication  of  which,  we  will  confider,  i.  What  it  is  that 
we  are  to  believe ;  a.  Why  and  upon  what  grounds  wc 
ihould  believe  it. 

For  the  firft :  That  in  the  world  there  are  beings  im- 
perceptible to  our  fenfes,  much  fuperior  to  us  in  know* 
ledge  and  power,  that  can  perform  works  above,  and 
contrary  to,  the  courfe  of  nature,  and  concerning  them- 
felves  fometime  to  do  fo  for  the  interefts  of  mankind ;  for 
thefe  qualifications  and  performances  deferving  ei^traor- 
dinary  refped:  from  us,  hath  been  a  conftant  opinion  in  all 
places  and  times :  to  which  fort  of  beings  fome  one  ge- 
neral name  hath  been  in  all  languages  afiigned,  anfwering 
^mf^t  h  rif  to  that  of  God  among  us.    Of  fuch  beings,  that  there  is 
(I^IVIjiLf    one,  fupreme  and  moft  excellent,  incomparably  furpaffing 
«e»rT#».    *  in  all  thofe  attributes  of  wifdom  and  power  and  good- 
tapklxn.  7.  nefs ;  from  whom  the  reft,  and  all  things  befide,  have  de- 
Dcus  funi-  rjyed  their  beings,  do  depend  upon,  are  fuft^ned  and  go- 
num,  et      vemed  by ;  the  author,  I  fay,  of  all  being,  and  difpenfer 
ntSnc^t   o^  ^'^  good  J  to  whom  confequently  fupreme  love,  reve- 
¥i,  ct  poicf-  rence,  and  obedience  is  due  j  hath  been  alfo  the  general 

Am* A    Arc 

TertuU.  ad'  fcpfe  of  thc  moft  ancient,  moft  wife,  and  moft  noble  na- 
w/.  Marc,  tipns  among  men ;  to  whom  therefore  in  a  peculiar  and 
eminent  manner  the  title  of  God  (and  thofe  which  anfwer 
thereto)  is  appropriated  :  fo  that  when  the  word  is  abfo- 
lutely  put,  without  any  adjun£t  of  limitation  or  dipiinu^ 
tion,  he  only  is  meant  and  underftood :  to  which  fome^ 
times,  for  fuller  declaration,  arc  added  the  epithets  of 
V  Optimus,  MaximuSy  Summusy  ^temuSy  Omnipotens,  Do* 

minusy  and  the  like;  the  Beft,  the  Greateft,  the  Moft 
High,  the  Eternal,  the  Almighty,  the  Sovereign  God. 
Thus,  ^ccQrding  to  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind,  is  the 
word  God  underftood ;  the  notion  thereof  including  ef- 
pecially  thefe  attributes  and  perfections  of  nature ;  fu- 
preme and  incomprehenfible  wifdom,  power,  goodnefs^ 
being  the  fountain  and  author,  the  upholder  and  go- 
vernor of  all  things  :  and  what  is  contracted  with,  or  is 
confequent  upon  thefe }  namely,  the  moft  excellent  man-? 
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ner  of  being  and  of  a£dvity,  eternity  and  immortality^ 
independency  and  immutability,  immenfity  and  omnipre- 
fence^  fpirituality  and  indivifibility,  inceflant  energy  of  the 
moft  excellent  life,  intuitive  underftanding,  abfolute  free- 
dom of  will,  perfed  holinefs  and  purity,  juftice,  fincerity, 
veracity ;  aa  alfo  complete  happinefs,  (felf-enjoyment  and 
ielf-fiifficiency ;)  glorious  Majefty,  fovereign  right  of  domi- 
mon  ;  to  which  higheft  veneration  and  entire  obedience  is 
due.  In  fhort,  whatever  our  mind  can  conceive  of  good, 
excellent,  and  honourable,  that  in  the  moft  tranfcendent 
degree  is,  by  the  confent  of  mankind,  comprehended  in 
the  notion  of  God,  abfolutely  taken,  or  in  the  laft  fenfe 
fbrementioned. 

Neither  doth  divine  revelation  commend  any  other 
notion  thereof  to  us;  but  explains,  amplifies,  and  confirms 
this ;  expreffing  more  clearly  and  difiindly  thefe  attri- 
butes and  perfeAlons;  with  the  manner  of  their  being 
exerted,  efpecially  to  our  benefit;  and  determining  our 
duty  in  relation  to  them. 

Now  that  really  fuch  a  being  doth  exift  (that  this  main 
principle  of  religion  is  not  a  mere  poftulatumy  or  preca* 
rious  fuppofition,  which  we  muft  be  beholden  to  any  rea-*' 
fonable  man  for  to  grant  us)  I  (hall  endeavour  to  prove 
briefly  by  three  or  four  arguments,  which  are  indeed  of 
all  moft  obvious  and  fuitable  to  every  capacity,  (for  they 
be  not  grounded  upon  metaphyfical  fubtlety,  nor  need 
any  depth  of  fpeculation  to  apprehend  them;  common 
fenfe  and  experience  will  fuffice  to  difcover  their  force,} 
and  yet  of  all  that  have  been  produced,  they  feem  to  me 
moft  forcible.  The  firft  is  drawn  from  natural  eiTefts 
obfervable  by  every  man;  a  fecond,  from  the  common 
opinions  and  practices  of  mankind  from  all  antiquity ;  a 
third,  from  particular  difcoveries  of  fuch  a  divine  power 
attefted  by  hiftory;  a  fourth,  from  every  man's  particu- 
lar experience  concerning  a  divine  Providence.    And, 

I.  I  lay,  that  natural  efie&s  do  declare  fuch  a  being, 
incomprehenfibly  wife,  powerful  and  good,  from  whence 
thb  vifible  world  did  proceed,  and  by  which  it  fubfifts  and 
is  conferved.  That  it  is  true,  which  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
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faith.  That  he  liath  made  the  earth  by  his  powers  halh 
fftabli/hed  the  world  by  his  wifdom^  andjlretched  out  the 
heavens  by  his  difcretion,  Jer.  x.  X2.    It  may  be  afluined 
for  a  principle,  which  common  experience  fuggefts  to  us, 
that  matter  of  itfelf  doth  not  run  into  any  order,  &c.  if 
not  now,  then  not  yefterday,  nor  from  eternity :  it  muft 
therefore  by  fome  counfel  be  digefted.  There  is  not  indeed 
any  kind  of  natural  cffcSt,  which  either  fingly  taken,  or  as 
it  (lands  related  to  the  public^  may  not  reafonably  be  fup- 
pofed  to  contain  fome  argument  of  this  truth :  we  do  not 
indeed  difcem  the  ufe  and  tendency  of  each  par^cular 
e(fe£i ;  but  of  many,  they  are  fo  plain  and  palpable,  that 
we  have  reafon  to  fuppofc  them  of  the  reft:  even  as  of  a 
perfon,  whom  we  do  plainly  perceive  frequently  to  a& 
very  wifely,  at  other  times,  when  we  cannot  difcem  the 
drift  of  his  proceeding,  we  cannot  but  fuppofe  that  be 
liath  fome  latent  reafon,  fome  reach  of  policy,  that  we  are 
not  aware  of:  or  as  in  an  engine,  conlifting  of  many  parts 
curioufly  compa6ted  together,  whereof  we  do  perceive  the 
general  ufe,  and  apprehend  how  fome  parts  conduce  there- 
to, we  have  reafon,  although  we  either  do  not  fee  them 
all,  or  cannot  comprehend  the  immediate  ferviceablenefs 
of  each,  to  think  they  all  are  fome  way  or  other  fub- 
fervient  to  the  artifl's  defigns.  Such  an  agent  is  God,  fuch 
an  engine  is  this  viiible  world :  we  can  often  difcover  evi- 
dent marks  of  God's  wifdom ;  fome  general  ufes  of  the 
world  are  very.difcemible,  and  how  that  many  parts  there- 
of do  contribute  to  them,  we  may  eafily  obferve:  and 
feeing  the  whole  is  compa£ted  in  a  decent  and  confiant 
order,  we  have  reafon  to  deem  the  like  of  the  reft.     Our 
incapacity  to  difcover  all  doth  not  argue  defed,  but  excefs 
of  the  maker's  wifdom;  not  too  little  in  itfelf,  but  too 
great  perfection  in  the  work,  in  refpeA  of  our  capacity. 
The  moft  to  us  obfervable  piece  of  the  univerfe  is  the 
earth,  upon  which  we  dwell ;  which  that  it  was  defigned 
for  the  accommodation  of  living  creatures,  that  are  upon 
it,  and  principally  of  man,  we  cannot  be  ignorant  or 
doubtful,  if  we  be  not  fo  negligent  or  ftupid,  as  to  let  pafs 
unobferved  (hofe  innumerable  (igns  and  arguments  that 
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fhew  it:  if  wo.  look  upon  the  frame  of  the  aniinals  them^ 
felvesy  what  a  number  of  admirable  contrivances  in  each 
of  them  do  appear  for  the  fuftenance,  for  the  fafety,  for 
the  pleafure^  for  the  propagation^  for  grace  and  oma- 
ment,  for  all  imaginable  convenience,  fuitable  to  the  kind, 
and  ftation  of  each !  If  we  look  about  them,  what  variety 
and  abundance  of  convenient  provifions  offer  themfelves 
even  to  a  carelefB  view,  anfwerable  to  all  their  needs,  and 
all  their  defires!  Wholefome  and  pleafant  food,  to  main* 
tain  th^  life,  yea,  ta  gratify  all  their  fenfes ;  fit  (helter 
from  oflfence,  and  fafe  refuge  from  dangers:    all  thefe 
things  provided  in  fufficient  plenty,  and  commodioufly  dif"- 
pofed,  for  fuch  a  vaft  number  of  creatures ;  not  the  leaft^ 
moft  filly,  weak,  or  contemptible  creature,  but  we  may  fee 
feme  care  hath  been  had  for  its  nourifhment  and  comfort: 
what  wonderfpl  inflinds  are  they  endued  with,  for  pro- 
curing and  diftinguiihing  of  their  food,  for  guarding  them- 
felves  and  their  young  from  danger!  But  for  man  efpe- 
cially  a  mofl  liberal  pr ovifion  hath  been  made,  to  fupply 
all  his  needs ;  to  pleafe  all  his  appetites ;  to  exercife,  with 
profit  and  fatisia£tion,  all  his  faculties;    to  content  (I 
might  lay)  his  utmoft  curiofity  ^ :  all  things  about  him 
do  minifier  (or  may  do  fo,  if  he  will  ufe  the  natural  pow- 
ers and  inflruments  given  him)  to  his  prefervation,  eafe^ 
and  delight.    The  bowels  of  the  earth  yield  him  treafures 
of  metals  and  minerals ;  quarries  of  flone  and  coal,  fer- 
viceable  to  hira  for  various  ufes  ^.    The  vilefl  and  com- 
moneft  ftones  he  treadeth  upon  are  not  unprofitable.    The 
furEeice  of  the  earth,  what  variety  of  delicate  fruits,  herbs 
and  grains  doth  it  afford,  to  nourifh  our  bodies,  and  cheer 
oar  fpirits,  and  pleafe  our  tafles,  and  remedy  our  difeafes ! 
hdw  many  fragrant  flowers,  moft  beautiful  and  goodly  in 
colour  and-fliape,  for  the  comfort  of  our  fmell  and  delight 
of  our  eyes !  Neither  can  our  ears  complain,  fince  every 
wood  hath  a  quire  of  natural  muficians,  to  entertain  them 
with  their  fprightfiil  melody !  Every  wood  did  I  fay  ?  yes 

b  Ncque  eaim  neceffitadbus  tantummodo  noftris  provifum  cft»  uf^ue  iu 
delicias  amamur.  Sen,  de  Benef,  iv.  5.    Vide  locum  optimum. 
'  Ut  omnis  rerum  naturae  pars  tributum  aliquod  uubis  contcrrct.  IhU, 
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too,  the  woods^  adorned  with  ftately  trees,  pdd  plealknf 
fpe^des  to  oiir  fight,  (helter  from  oflfences  of  weather 
and  fun,  fiiel  for  our  fires,  materials  for  our  buil^ngs, 
(our  houfes  and  (hipping,)  and  other  needfiil  utenfils. 
Even  the  barren  mountains  fend  us  down  frefh  ftreams  of 
water,  fo  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  our  lives,  fo  profit- 
able for  the  firu^fication  of  our  grounds,  fo  commodious 
for  conveyance  and  maintaining  of  intercourfe  among  us. 
Even  the  wide  feas  themfelves  ferve  us  many  wjays :  they 
are  commodious  for  our  traffic  and  conunerce :  they  fup^ 
ply  the  bottles  of  heaven  with  water  to  refreih  tKe  earth: 
they  are  inexhauftible  ciftems,  from  whence  our  fprings 
and  rivers  are  derived :  they  yield  fiores  of  good  fi(h,  and 
other  convemences  of  life.  The  very  rude  and  diforderly 
winds  do  us  no  little  fervice,  in  brufliing  and  cleanfing  the 
ur  for  our  health ;  in  driving  forward  our  fhips ;  in  fcat- 
tering  and  fpreading  about  the  clouds,  thofe  clouds  which 
Plal.  Uv.  drop  fatness  upon  our  grounds.  As  for  our  fubjc£ts  the 
animals,  it  is  not  pofliblc  to  reckon  the  manifold  utilities 
we  receive  from  them :  how  many  ways  they  fupply  our 
needs,  with  pleafant  food  and  convenient  clothing;  how 
they  eafe  our  labour;  and  how  they  promote  even  our 
fport  and  recreation.  And  are  we  not,  not  only  very 
ilupid,  but  very  ungrateful,  if  we  do  not  difcem  abun- 
dance of  wifdom  and  goodnefs  in  the  contrivance  and 
ordering  of  all  thefe  things,  fo  as  thus  to  confpire  for  our 
good?  Is  it  not  reafonable,  that  we  devoutly  cry  out  with 
nal.clv.Q4.  the  Pfalmift;  0  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works!  in  wif- 
dom hajl  thou  made  tfiem  all:  the  earth  is  full  of  thy 
riches:  fo  is  the  wide  and  great  fea,  &fc.  To  fiiy  this  grace 
Pikl.czlT.  with  him;  The  'eyes  of  all  wait  upon  thee;  and  thou  givefi 
15, 16.  i/iQfn  their  meat  in  duefeafon:  thou  openeji  thine  handy  and 
fatisjieft  the  defre  of  every  living  thing:  efpecially  to  fay 
PW.vui.  4,  farther;  Lordy  what  is  man^  that  thou  art  fo  mindful  of 
^  himP  and  thefon  of  man,  that  tliou  vifite/i  himP  Thou  haft 

made  him  to  have  dominion  over  the  works  of  thy  hctnds ; 
thou  haft  put  all  things  under  his  feet. 

Can  any  man,  endued  with  common  fenfe,  imagine  that 
fuch  a  body  as  any  of  us  doth  bear  about  him,  fo  neatly 
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coxnpofisdy  fitted  to  fo  many  purpofes  of  a^on,  fdrniflied 
with  fo  many  goodly  and  proper  organs;  that  eye,  by 
whkh  we  reach  the  ftars,  and  in  a  moment  have,  as  it 
were,  all  the  world  prefent  to  us ;  that  ear,  by  which  we 
fo  fubtly  diilinguifh  the  difierences  of  found,  are  feniible 
of  lb  various  harmony,  have  conveyed  unto  our  minds  the 
words  and  thoughts  each  of  other;  that  tongue,  by  which 
Ve  (b  readily  imitate  thofe  vaft  diveriities  of  voice  and 
tune,  by  which  we  communicate  our  minds  with  fuch 
eafe  and  advantage ;  that  hand,  by  which  we  perform  fo 
many  admirable  works,  and  which  ferves  inftead  of  sl* 
thouiand  inftruments  and  weapons  unto  us ;  to  omit  thofe 
inward  fprings  of  motion,  life,  fenfe,  imagination,  memory^ 
paffion,  with  fo  (lupendous  curiolity  contrived :  can  any 
reafonable  man,  I  iky,  conceive  that  fo  rare  a  piece,  con- 
fiding of  fuch  parts,  unexpreflibly  various,  unconceivably 
curious,  the  want  of  any  of  which  would  difcompofe  or 
deftroy  us;  fubfervient  to  fuch  excellent  operations,  in- 
comparably furpafling  all  th^  works  of  the  mod  exquifite 
art,  that  we  could  ever  obferve  or  conceive,  be  the  pro- 
dud  of  blind  chance;  arife  from  fortuitous  jumblings  of 
matter;  be  effefted  without  exceeding  great  wifdom,  with- 
out moft  deep  counfel  and  defign?  ** Might  not  the  moft 
excellent  pieces  of  human  artifice,  the  faireft  ftruftures, 
the  fined  pi&ures,  the  moft  ufefiil  cn^nes,  fuch  as  we  are 
wont  fo  much  to  admire  and  praife,  much  more  eafily 
happen  to  be  without  any  (kill  or  contrivance?  «If  we 
cannot  allow  thefe  rude  and  grofs  imitations  of  nature  to 
come  of  themfelves,  but  will  prefently,  fo  foon  as  we  fee 
them,  acknowledge  them  the  produfts  of  art,  though  we 
know  not  the  artift,  nor  did  fee  him  work;  how  much 
more  reafonable  is  it,  that  we  believe  the  works  of  nature, 


*  Archimedem  arbitrantur  plus  valuifl*e  in  imitandis  fphsrse  converiioni- 
busy  quam  naturani  in  efficiendis,  &c.  p.  86. 

*  Si  ergo  meliora  funt  ea,  quae  natura,  quam  ilia  quae  arte  perfe6la  funt  nee 
an  efficit  quicquam  fine  ratione,  ne  natura  quidem  rationis  expers  eft  haben- 
da.  Cic.  de  Nat.  D.  ii.  p.  86.  Quod  fi  mundum  efficerc  poteft  concurfus  ato- 
morum,  cur  porticum,  cur  templum,  cur  domum,  cur  urbem  non  potefty 
qos  funt  minus  operofa,  et  niulto  quidem  faciliora?  lb,  89* 
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fo  mudst  more  fine  and  accurate,  to  proceed  from  the  like 
caufe^  though  invifible  to  us,  and  performing  its  work- 
manfhip  by  a  fecret  hand  ?  I  am  fure,  the  moft  diligent 
contemplators  of  nature,  and  thofe  of  the  moft  incredu- 
lous temper,  and  freeft  from  any  prejudice  favourable  to 
relipon,  have  not  been  able  to  deny,  that  abundance  of 
counfel  and  wifdom  difcovers  itfelf  in  the  works  of  nature: 
sPhjCca.Ariftotle  (whom  no  man  furely  takes  for  fuperftitious  or 
partial  to  the  interefts  of  religion)  hath  a  whole  chapter 
in  his  Phyfics  to  prove  that  nature  works  with  defign  and 
Depart.  A- for  an  end:  and  otherwhere  he  affirms,  ^  fuo-i;  hexet  rwt 
"^'"•"*      frivTa  wojsi,   Nature  doeth  all  things  for  fome  end:  yea 
farther,  M«AAov  8*   lor)  to   5  fvsxa,  xa)  ro  xaXov  iv  to1$  1% 
'H  fing  My  f6<nws  tpyoi^y  \  kv  rol$  rij;  fix^i  -  Tending  to  an  end,  and 
M^^ltmii.  endeavouring  what  is  beft,  is  more  obfervable  in  the  works 
j)§  gmU,  iu  of  nature,  than  in  thofe  of  art.   This  he  fpeaketh  in  his 
o;i)y  ^y     books  De  Partibus  Animaliumy  the  coniideration  of  which 
••*;^"**^  extorted  this  confeilion  from  him :  and  if  nature  works  fo 
mwi,  iixxk  much  for  an  end,  there  muft  be  an  underftanding  that 
fur4  nm    intends  it,  and  orders  fit  means  for  attainincc  it.     Galen  is 
Mmi^.    obferved  in  fome  places  of  his  writings  to  fpeak  fome- 
cititP,  Kfil what  irreligioufly,  yet  in  his  books  De  Ufa  Partium  he 
Cujus  (na-  cannot  forbear  admiring  the  wifdom  that  (hines  forth  in 
tiam  nulla'  the  ftrufture  of  our  bodies,  breaking  forth  fometimes  into 
ars,  nulla    hymns  of  praife  and  thankfulnefs  to  him  that  made  it. 
mo  opifex   The  like  expreffions  hath  Cardan,  fuch  another  not  over- 
^ffiTimi-  devout  philofopher ;  and  even  our  own  countryman  Mr. 
tando,  Cic.  Hobbs,  how  little   a  fnend  he  otherwife  feems  to  reli- 
88.^'    '^'&^^y  *n^  ^^^  ready  foever  to  deride  thofe  that  by  reafon 
endeavour  to  prove  there  w  a  God,  yet  being  overcome 
by  the  evidence  of  the  thing,  hath  fomewhere  let  fall 
Dc  Homi-  thefe  words ;    Itaque,  f^th  he,  ad  fenjus  procedo :  Jatis 
ne,  cap.  i.  /labens  Ji  hujufmodi  res   attigero  tantunij  plenius  auletn 
ira&andas  aliis  reliqueroj  quiji  machinas  omnes  turn  gene'- 
rationis  turn  ntitritionis  fatis  perfpexerinty  nee  tamen  eas  a 
mente  aliqua  conditaSy  ordinatafque  adfua  qziajque  officia 
viderint,  ipji  profeSioJine  mente  ejfe  ccjifendijunt. 

Neither  doth  the  force  of  this  argument  fubfift  here, 
but,  as  we  intimated,  the  correfpondence  and  relation  of 
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outward  things  to  our  needs,  appetites,  and  capacities,  doth 
mightily  confirm  it :  if  we  had  organs  of  nutrition,  and 
nothing  to  feed  them ;  fenfes,  and  nothing  to  prove  or 
pleaie  them ;  hands  and  feet,  without  means  or  caufe  to 
nfe  them,  we  might  have  fome  reafon  to  think  thefe 
things  made  caufelefsly  and.  vainly :  but  it  is,  we  fee,  alto- 
gether otherwife ;  all  things  are  accommodated  for  us,  fo 
that  we  could  not  wifh  or  conceive  better.  Which  to 
them,  who  will  not  perverfcly  dote,  cannot  but  argue,  not 
a  wildom  only,  but  an  exceeding  benignity,  careful  and 
tender  of  our  good  ^. 

Thus  much  the  moft  common  and  obvious  etkSts  of 
nJEUure  here  below,  within  us  and  about  us,  do  iignify  to 
xnBz  thus,  as  St.  Paul  preached,  God  hath  not  left  himfelf^ 
vnatteftedy  doing  good,  fending  us  from  heaven  rains  and^^^JI*^^ 
fruitful  feafons,  fiUing  our  hearts  with  food  and  gladnefs:  Aa.  !▼.  17. 
nor  do  the  heavens  lefs  declare  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  firmament  his  handy-work^:  he  that  (hall  confider Quid poteft 
with  what    regularity   and   what    conftancy  thofe  vaft*^*^*"*" 
bodies  perform  their  rapid  motions ;  what  pleafure,  com-  tamque 
fort,  and  advantage  their  goodly  light  doth  yield  us ;  how  J^''^^ 
necefliary  and  profitable  to  us  the  viciflitudes  of  time  and  cesium  faf- 
recourfes  of  feafons  are,  which  they  make;  how  their ^^|^'^\ie 
influences  conduce  to  the  general  welfare  and  prefervation  contempla- 
of  things  even  here  below,  cannot  but  wonder,  and  won-  quam  ali'- 
derinir  adore  that  beneficent  wifdom  and  power,  that  hath  ^^^  ^^"^ 
difpofed  and  dill  preferves  them  in  fuch  order.    Could  praftantif- 

•  iinue  men- 

tis, quo  hsc 
*  Quia  banc  hominem  dixerit,  qui  cum  tarn  ceitos  coeli  rootus,  tarn  ratos  j^nntar? 

iftfonim  OfdJneSy  tamque  inter  fe  oonnexa  et  apta  viderit,  neget  in  his  uUam  Cie,  ii.  d* 

iaefle  ratioAem,  eaque  cafu  fieri  dicat,  qu£e  quanco  ooniilio  gerantur,  nullo  ^*  ^•P*  ^3- 

oonfiUo  aflequi  poflumus  ?  Cic.  ii.  Dt  Nat.  D,  p.  90.   f^o  wll  tail  kirn  a 

9am f  efe»  4  fi^ts  <lf)  ^rmu  rm  Si4i;^i^tMnr  r«  /SiAnrtr*  *Ai/  vt  yrn^  4Xi«f ,  ^  wtXntHf 

Phi.  it  PUe,  Phil,  i.  6. 

^  An  cum  machinatione  quadam  moveri  aliquid  videmus,  ut  fphsram,  ut 
f6ris»  ut  alia  permulta,  non  dubitamus  quin  ilia  opera  fint  rationis ;  cum  au- 
tem  impetum  oceli  admirabili  cum  celeritate  mover!,  vertique  videamus,  con- 
tantiffime  oonficientem  viciffitudines  anniveriaiias  cum  fumma  falute,  et 
oonicrvatiooe  rerum  omnium,  dubitamus  quin  ca  non  folum  ratione  fiant, 
^ed  etiam  ezcellenti  quadam  divinaque  ratione?  Cic,  ii.  d<  N.  D.  90. 

VOL.  v.  R 
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they  without  a  wife  hand,  by  a  caftial  rumnng  together  of 
atoixM^  or  whatever  fenfelefs  matter,  be  ib  ordered,  as  for 
fix  thoufand  years  together  to  perfift  in  the  fame  places, 
and  retain  the  fame  periods  of  time,  in  their  nootion,  with* 
out  any  fenfible  alteration?  He  that  can  think  it,  may 
think  any  thing,  and  it  were  in  vain  to  endearour  to  con- 
fute him:  how  much  more  reafonable  b  that  heathoi 
philofopher,  who  thus  fpeaks ;  Effe  pr€^antem  ^liquem, 
teiemctmqtw  naturafn  et  earn  fufpiciendam,  adorandamque 
hcminum  generic  pulchriiudo  mundi,  ordoque  remm  ccekf- 
tium  cogit  conjiieri  s. 

But  t1iis  argument  is  infinite  and  inexhauftiUe ;  as  full 

and  pr^nant  as  is  the  world  of  creatures ;  each  of  inducfa 

is  a  wonder,  and  proclaims  the  ineomprehenfible  wifiiom^ 

powder,  and  goodnefs  of  its  Maker  to  us :  we  caonot  with- 

Vtd.  Ter*    out  fiopping  our  eyes  exclude  that  li^t  of  divine  glory, 

MarcjJ'ia.'^^^^^  fills  and  illuftratcs  the  world;  without  flopping  our 

ears  we  cannot  but  hear  that  univerfal  fhout  (that  real 

•harmony  of  the  fpheres)  which  all  creatures  in  heaven  and 

Quocttii-    earth  confent  in  utterance  to  hb  praife.    Every  ftar  in 

J^^ibi  11,' heaven,  every  beaft  upon  earth,  every  plant,  every  mine- 

him  videbU  ^al^  yea  every  ftone ;  fome  in  a  language  very  loud  and 

tern  ttbi,     exprefs  proclaim,  others  in  a  more  dill  and  low  (yet  to  an 

*«iJ^%  attentive  ear  fufficiently  audible  and  fignificant)  ftrain  do 

PlaL  six.     fpeak  thofe  mod  glorious  properties  of  God ;  TKere  is  no 

fpeech  or  language,  where  their  voice  is  not  heard;  their 

accent  is  gone  out  through  all  the  earth,  and  their  words  to 

Rom.  i.  19.  the  ends  of  the  world,  as  the  Pfalmift  fings.    The  to  yvw^w 

t5  0eoO,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaks,  the  cognofcibility  of  Ood,  is 

manifeft  in  and  by  them :  and  the  invifible  things  of  God, 

even  his  eternal  power  and  divinity,  are  perceived  by  ob- 

ferving  the  makes  or  conflitutions  of  the  creatures  in  the 

world ;  as  St.  Paul's  words  may  be  rendered,  with  which 

I  conclude  this  argument. 

2dly.  That  there  is  a  Ood,  is  proved  by  the  general  con- 

•  Cic.  ii.  de  Divin. 

Quod  fi  omnes  mundi  partes  tta  conftituts  funt,  ut  neque  ad  ufom  mclio- 
rc5(  potuerint  efle,  neque  ad  fpeciem  pulchriores,  &c.  Df  N,  D.  U.  p.  85. 
K«Xo  inixtkfiM  rixT§u$  #»f  v.    Burip,  de  Mmndof  apud  Plut,  de  Plac,  i.  6. 
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feiit  of  matikiiid  concerning  it ;  by  that  ie/iimonium^  as 
Ladantius  fpeaks^  populorum  atque  gentium  in  una  hac  re  Laa.  i.  1, 
non  diffidentium ;  that  unanimous  teftimony  of  all  people 
and  nations  not  difagreeing  in  this  only  point.     If  the  au- 
thority of  fome  particular  men^  agreeing  in  vote,  of  on^ 
city,  of  one  nation,  doth  pafs  for  an  argument^  and  (hews 
the  thing  probable,  how  can  we  decline  or  cohtismn  the 
CQDiinon  fufirage  of  mankind  ?  He  had  need  have  a  very 
clear  and  ftrong  reafon  for  it,  who  will  dare  to  diiTedt  from 
aD  the  world.    Hear  Seneca  thus  difcouriing;   MuUumY.^\fi,ui. 
dare  Joleinus  prie/umptioni  omnium  hominum;   apud  nos 
veritatis  argumentum  efi^  aliquid  omnibus  videri ;  ianquath 
Decs  ejfe  Jic  colligimus,  quod  omnibus  de  Diis  opinio  infitu 
efl;  nec  ulla  gens  ufquam  eft  adeo  extra  leges  morefque 
praje&a,  lit  non  aliquos  Deos  credat:  Cum  de  animarumvid.GT.de 
ceiemitaie  differimtis,  non  leve  momentum  apud  nos  A«i^^  Demure  bV 
enifertfiis  hot/iinum,  aut  timentium  inferos^  out  co^^mfn.  ac  P.  n.  90. 
That  is,  we  are  wont  to  attribute  much  to  what  all  men**' 
prefume;  it  is  an  argument  with  us  of  truth,  that  any- 
thing feems  tme  to  aH :  as  that  there  be  Gods,  we  hence 
ccdl6£t,  that  all  men  have  implanted  in  them  an  opiiiiOft 
concerning  the  Gods ;  neither  is  there  any  nation  fo  def- 
titate  of  laws  and  manners,  that  it  doth  not  believe  there 
be  fome  Gods. 

In  like  manner  Cicero ;  Itaque  inter  ofnnes  omniuM  gen:'-  oe  Nat.  D. 
tium  fententia  conftat :  omnibus  enim  innaturn  efti  et  in ":  P*  *^* 
antmo  quqfi  injculptum,  effe  Deos :  quales  Jint  vofiUfn  ejtj 
effe  nemo  negat :  It  is  therefore  an  opinion  manffeft  among 
all  men  of  all  nations,  and,  as  it  were,  engraven  in  their 
nunds,  that  there  be  Gods :  how  qiialifled  they  are,  there 
is  a  diiTerence ;  that  they  are,  non6  denies. 

Even  Nelleius,  the  Epicurean,  ki  his  difputationagainftDeN.D.i. 
creation  and  providence,  yet  acknowledges  there  are  Oods^  ^'  ^^* 
b^g  compelled,  as  he  iaith,  by  this  argmnent;    Cum  vidTufcui. 
enim  non  inftituto  aliquOf  aut  mwe,  aut  lege  Jit  opinio  con^  Q.i.p.«99. 
JUtuta^  maneatque  ad  wmm  omnium  Jirme  confentio,  intel- 
ligi  neceffe  eft  effe  Deos,  queniam  infitas  eorum,  vel  potius 
irmatas  cognitiones  hdbemus.    De  quo  autem  omnium  na- 
tura  confentitf  id  verum  effe  necejfe  ejl;  ejfe  igitur  Deos 
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confiiendum  eft^  Cfc.  For  fince,  faith  he,  not  by  any  infti- 
tution  or  cuftom  or  law  this  opinion  is  eftahlifhed,  and 
among  all  (not  excepting  one)  a  firm  confent  doth  abide, 
it  is  neceflary  there  fhould  be  Gods;  becaufe  we  have 
implanted,  or  rather  inbred  opinions  of  them.  But  about 
whatever  thing  all  men  naturally  agree,  that  mull  needs 
be  true ;  therefore  we  muft  confefs  there  be  Gods. 

DeCal6>i.  ^riftotle :  TlavT9i  yap  avdgwKoi  vnp)  ^aav  Jp^«<ri»  vrikf^pf, 
3^  wam$  Toy  etmlaTcp  tap  ^tlop  tvkov  ovoSiSoioeo'f  i^  fiafSag9i  i^ 
JXAjyf;.  That  is.  All  men  have  an  opinion  concerning  the 
Gods,  and  all  men  (both  Barbarians  and  Greeks)  do  affign 
to  the  Divinity  the  higheft  place  in  the  world,  (viz.  they 
believe  his  habitation  to  be  in  heaven.) 

Cap.  6.  The  author  of  the  book  De  Mundo,  (attributed  to  Ari* 

ftotle,  and  dedicated  to  Alexander  the  Great ;)  'Aj^p^M;  fuv 

jj^  hot  0i8  iifuv  (TwiiJiTiBv.  There  is  then  indeed  a  certun  an- 
cient faying,  and  familiar  to  all  men.  That  from  God  aU 
tilings,  and  by  God  all  things  fuhji/i  unto  us* 

I  allege  thefe  authorities,  fele£ted  from  many  others 
produciUe  to  the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  wifeft  heathens, 
(th^t  is,  from  witnefles  in  this  caufe  moft  impartial  and 
unfufpe£ked,)  not  only  to  (Irengthen  the  argument,  but  to 
N  evidence  the  matter  of  fa£t  upon  which  it  is  grounded; 
to  whofe  teflimony  all  hiftories  both  ancient  and  modem 
do  confent. 

Nor  doth  the  force  of  this  difcourfe  rely  merely  upon 
the  authority  of  mankind,  thus  confenting  in  opinion, 
(though  that,  as  I  faid,  is  not  contemptible,)  but  upon  a 
much  more  folid  foixndation ;  and  that  is,  upon  the  man- 
ner of  this  opinion^  its  being  produced  in  men,  and  propa- 
gated. That  men  (hould  fo  confpire  muft  neceiTarily  pro- 
ceed either  from  that  fuch  an  opinion  was  put  into  them 
by  nature,  (by  way  of  natural  notion  or  inftind,  as  the 
firft  moft  evident  principles  of  fcience,  and  the  moft  pow- 
erful inftin£ts  (after  what  is  good)  are  fuppofed  innate,)  at 
leaft  a  very  near  difpofition  to  entertain  and  embrace  it ; 
or  that  fome  very  manifeft  and  prevalent  reafon  (obvious 
to  all,  even  the  moft  rude  and  barbarous)  did  beget  this 
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ag^reement  in  them;  or  that  it  was  derived  from  fome 
common  tradition,  fome  one  common  fountain  of  infiruc- 
tion  to  them.  Be  it  which  of  thefe  ways  it  will,  that  this 
opinion  became  fo  univerfally  inftilled  into  men's  minds, 
the  argument  carries  great  weight  and  validity.  If  nature 
either  plainly  forces  men,  or  flrongly  inclines  them  to  this 
perfuafion,  it  is  a  vain  extravagancy  to  oppofe  it ;  but  if  it 
came  (as  moft  probably  to  my  feeming  it  did)  from  pri- 
mitive tradition,  it  argues  mankind  to  have  proceeded 
from  one  ftock,  from  fome  one  or  few  men  at  firft  gathered 
together;  of  whofe  original  who  could  be  more  credible 
witnefles  than  themfelves  ?  If  they  did  teflify  and  teach 
their  pofterity  that  they  came  from  God,  why  (hould  we 
difbelieve  them  ?  efpecially  feeing  whence  elfe  (hould  they 
come  ?  Who  fhould  form  their  bodies,  who  (hould  infufe 
their  reafons,  who  (hould  inftill  this  very  notion  into  them, 
we  cannot  well  imagine:  of  themfelves  they  could  not 
be,  (what  fuch  thing  as  a  man  did  we  ever  obferve,  or 
can  we  conceive,  to  fpring  up  of  itfelf  ?)  nor  is  there  any 
other  caufe  here,  to  which  (without  great  fondnefs)  we 
can  attribute  their  original.  It  is  true,  that  original  tradi-  Vid.  Plat, 
don  did  by  degrees  over  the  worid  (by  the  devil's  malice  ,0^3.^' 
and  man's  infirmity  or  wickednefs)  degenerate  into  many  *J«»^^<^ 
(hapes  of  polytheifm  and  idolatry;  but  fo  was  ixxAaUm ^^"^^^  ' 
depraved  by  the  Scribes ;  and  Chrifiianity  itfelf  hath  been 
much  debafed  by  a  long  courfe  of  bad  times ;  yet  who 
doubts  but  they  both  derived  from  one  pure  inftrudion; 
that  of  Mofes,  and  this  of  Chrift  our  Lord  ?  It  is  very 
obfervable  what  Ariftotle  hath  concerning  thid  matter,  Metaph.iii. 
bring  fpoken  with  fo  much  judgment :  It  was  delivered  ®* 
by  our  anceftors,  faith  he,  and  the  ancients,  being  left  in 
a  fabulous  drefs  to  pofterity,  that  thefe  are  Grods,  and 
that  a  Divinity  cont^uns  all  nature :  but  other  things  con- 
cerning religion  were  fi£titiou(ly  fuperinduced,  for  the  in- 
veigling of  the  vulgar,  and  for  acconunodation  of  laws, 
and  the  public  utility.  Hence  they  fpeak  of  them  as  of 
having  human  (hape,  or  being  like  to  other  animals,  and 
other  things  fuitable  to  thefe,  and  agreeable  to  what  is 
fpoken ;  of  which  things,  if  we,  making  a  feparation,  take 
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only  what  was  firft  delivered^  that  they  thought  the  Gods 
the  firft  fubftances,  he  may  fuppofe  it  divinely  Ipoken; 
feeing  it  is  probable,  every  art  and  philofophy  bei^g  in* 
vented,  (as  things  would  bear,)  and  afterward  decayed, 
that  fuch  opinions  as  relics  (hould  be  preferved  even  until 
pow.  The  opinion  of  our  fathers,  and  that  which  was 
derived  from  the  firft  man,  is  therefore  only  thus  £ar  ma* 
nifeft  unto  us.     So  Ariftotle  exprefsly. 

To  confirm  which  difcourfe,  (and  to  prevent  farther  ob- 
je&ions  againft  it,}  we  may  confider,  that  (however  per- 
haps among  fonie  very  barbarous  nations  this  tradition 
may  have  been  almoft  worn  out  by  time  and  men's  ftupid 
negligence)  yet  the  moft  ancient  hiftories  (that  of  Moiey 
efpecially,  the  far  moft  ancient  of  all,  and  in  this  matter 
to  no  man  incredible)  do  atteft  that  this  opinion  was  moft 
univerfal,  running  in  a  moft  ftrong  and  clear  current  among 
the  eaftern  people,  the  Chaldeans,  Phenicians,  and  Egyp- 
tians;  who   that  they  were  moft  ancient  people^  from 
whom  the  reft  were  propagated,  the  multitude  of  people, 
the  antiquity  of  dominion,  the  ufe  of  letters,  the  rife  of 
arts,  the  greater  progrefs  in  all  kind  of  civil  culture,  (all 
which  things  argue  longer  continuance  in  one  place  and 
ftate,)  do  plainly  enough  fliew ;  whofe  confent  therefore 
doth  involve  that  of  all  men  befide,  and  confirms  this  ge- 
neral opinion  to  arife  from  the  clear  fpring  of  our  firft 
parents'  inftru£lion.     I  might  add,  the  fame  manner  of 
worfliipping  God,   (by  invocation,  by  confulting  him  in 
way  of  oracle,  by  confecrating  temples  and  altars,  by 
vows  and  dedications,  by  iacrifices  and  oblations,)  which 
likewife  men  did  anciently  agree  in,  doth  alfo  argue  that 
all  religion  did  proceed  from  one  fimple  original  inftitu- 
tion,  or  inftru6lion  common  to  all  mankind.    But  I  can- 
not infift  upon  and  purfue  every  particularity. 

A  third  argument  of  God's  eiiftence  is  from  the  difco- 

veries  of  a  divine  power  in  works  that  cannot  be  afcribed 

Vid.Cic.dcto  any  other  caufe  vifible  or  natural.    Such  are  the  pre- 

*  •  P*  *  •  di^ion  and  prefignification  of  future  events ;    (efpecially 

fuch  as  are  contingent,  and  depend  upon  man's  free 

choice;)   curing  the  fiok  of  great  chronical  diftempers 
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widimt  any  medicinal  applications^  refioring  limbs  to 
perfi»8  maimed^  fight  to  the  blind^  and  raifing  the  dead 
to  fife;  (a  thing  which  Pliny  ^  deems  impoffible  to  God 
himfelf :)  thefe  and  fuch  like  things  all  men  will  con- 
fefs  do  furpafs  the  power  of  any  natural  agent  to  efkGt, 
and  are  perfbrmable  only  by  a  caufe  whofe  power  exceeds 
our  compreheniion.     Now  that  fuch  efie£ls  have  been 
performed,  we  cannot  deny,  without  belying  the  mod  cre- 
dible records  of  hiftory  that  are  extant ;  without  accufing  ' 
all  ages,  not  only  of  extreme  folly  and  weak  credulity,  but 
of  notorious  forgery  and  impofture ;  without  derogating 
from  the  common  credit  of  mankind,  and  rendering  all 
teftimony,  that  can  be  yielded  to  matter  of  faft,  ineffectual 
and  infignificant;  Feius  opinio  eft  (faith  Tully  concerning  DeDivin. 
predidion  of  future  events)  jam  ufque  ab  heroicis  duUa^^^^ 
temporibus,  eaque  et  populi  Romani,  et  omnium  gentium 
firmaia  confenfu^  verfari  quondam  inter  homines  c/ivtna*  De  Nat  u. 
tumemy  quam  Gneci  ftavlix^v  appellant,  id  eft  pr^e/entionem^^'  ^*' 
et  faentiam  rerum  futuramm:    There  is  an  ancient  opi<^ 
Dion  until  now  drawn  even  from  the  heroical  times,  (that 
is,  from  utmoft  antiquity,)  that  there  is  among  men  a  cer-* 
tain  divination,  which  the  Greeks  call  prophecy,  (or  ttifpi'" 
ration,)   that  is,  a  prefention  and  knowledge  of  future 
things*;  of  which  even  the  heathen  flory  doth  afford  many 
inflances,  but  the  holy  Scriptures  mofl  evident  and  emi-* 
nent  ones :  fuch  as  that  to  Abraham  concerning  his  chil-  Gen.xY.id. 
drea's  fojouming  and  being  affii£led  four  hundred  years 
m  Egypt;  of  the  prophet  (feme  hundred  years  before)  1  Kings xiu. 
concermng  Jofias ;  of  Ifaiah  concerning  Cyrus ;  of  Jere-  J^^.^j^  ^^ 
niiah  concerning  the  duration  of  the  captivity ;  of  Daniel  and  zlv. 
concerning  the  revolutions  of  empire  in  the  world,  wherein  i"' "Jo!** 

Dan.  viii. 
b  ^—  Ne  Deuro  quidem  poflc  omnia:  namque  nee  (ibi  poteft  mortem  2>« 
confcifcere  quod  homini  dedit  optimum  in  tantis  v\xst  pcenis ;  nec  mortales 
actcrnitate  donare,  ant  revocare  defunftos.    Lib.  ii.  c.  7* 

>  That  tbc  prediaion  of  future  eveAU  did  belong  ont^  to  the  fupMnit  God^ 
even  the  heathens  feeroed  to  know  tad  aeknowledso.  The  wife  poet,iGii.  a* 
Accipite  ergo  animis^  atque  baec  mea  figite  difUi 
Quid  Pbcebo  Pater  onmipotens,  mihi  PhGebus  Apollo 
Prttditit,  vobts  Furiaram  egd  maxima  pando. 
Sent,  Noondum  Apolltnctti  qua  didic  m  Jove  oogno4b«e.    - 
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the  achievements  of  Alexander  and  his  fucceflbrs  are  fo 
exprefsly  defcribed :  and  for  miraculous  works,  although 
all  nations  have  had  fo  many  of  them  performed  among 
them,  as  to  beget  a  common  opinion  that  God  did  fre* 
quently.interpofe,  fo  as  to  alter  the  courfe  of  nature,  yet 
tlie  holy  Scriptures  do  mod  fiilly  teftify  concerning  them 
in  great  number,  performed  for  the  confirmation  of  divine 
truth  and  difcovery  of  God's  will  to  men,  for  the  relief 
and  encouragement  of   good,   the  difcouragement  and 
chafUfement  of  bad  men ;  which  are  the  proper  caufes  in 
all  reafon  why  they  (hould  be  performed :  and  why  that 
teftlmony  fhould  not  be  received,  there  can  no  good  rea- 
fon be  afligned;  why  it  fhould,  there  is  very  great  reafon; 
upon  which  I  did  formerly  touch,  and  cannot  now  (land 
Heb.  i.       to  enlarge  thereupon :  and  indeed  God's  patefa^on  of 
himfelf  to  mankind,  (his  fpeaking  to  the  fathers  in  many 
ways,  and  laftly  to  all  the  world  by  his  Son,  fent  on  pur- 
pofe  from  heaven  to  reveal  his  defigns  of  mercy  and  £&- 
vour  to  mankind,}  accompanied  with  fo  many  prodigious 
miracles,  and  fo  many  glorious  circumftances  of  provi- 
dence, vifible  to  all  the  world,  and  fo  accommodated,  as  in 
the  firft  place  to  beget  this  belief  in  us,  is  an  argument 
that  cannot  but  in  all  honed  and  well-difpofed  minds  ob- 
t£un  effeft.     To  this  head  belong  thofe  opinions  and  tefti- 
monies  of  mankind  concerning  apparitions,  of  which  the 
ancient  world  (their  poets  and  hiflorians)  fpake  fo  much, 
all  which  probably  could  not  be  devifed  without  ground ; 
Prefignifi-  concerning  the  power  of  enchantment,  to  which  fome  in- 
dreams/    vifible  power  muft   cooperate;    concerning  conjuration, 
witchery,  all  intercourfe  and  confederacy  with  bad  fpirits; 
which  he  that  fuppofes  to  be  all  mere  delufion  muft  fome- 
what  over-rudely  and  immodeftly  fufpefit  the  world  of  ex- 
ceeding vanity  and  credulity,  many  worthy  hiftorians  of 
inconfideratenefs,  &c.  moft  law-makers  of  great  rafhnefs 
Vtd.  Grot  and  folly,  moft  judicatories  of  indifcretion  or  cruelty,  and 
^  8^"^     *^^  great  a  number  of  witnefles  of  extreme  malice  or 
Tert.dcAn.madnefs;    the  truth  and  reality  of  which  things  being 
^^'  admitted,  inferring    the    exiftence   of   invifible   powers, 

(though  inferior  ones,)  doth  by  confequence  infer  (at  leaft 
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confier  much  to)  the  belief  of  the  divine  exiflence^  remov- 
ing the  chief  obftacles  of  incredulity.  But  I  canliot  farther 
infift  upon  this  point. 

4.   The  laft  argument  I  mentioned  was  divine  Provi- Ariftotle  de 
dence :  which  being  of  two  forts,  (general,  in  the  govern-  ^°*'' 
ment  of  mankind;  particular,  in  God's  dealing  with  each 
fingle  perfon,)  although  to  him  that  will  carefully  attend 
and  refleA  upon  it,  (that,  to  ufe  the  Pfalmift  and  the 
Prophet's  language,  will  regard  the  work  of  the  Lordy  amilfa.  v.  12. 
confider  the  operation  of  his  hands,)  even  the  general  provi-    * 
dence  doth  afibrd  no  fmall  evidences  of  his  exiftence ;  (he 
that  fhall  obferve  the  ftrange  dete£tions  of  mifchief,  both 
that  which  is  defigned,  and  that  which  hath  been  com- 
mitted ;    the  reftraints,  difappointments,  and  exemplary 
puniihments  of  opprefiion  and  injuftice,  and  all  wicked- 
nefs^  (when  it  grows  outrageous  and  exorbitant;)  the  fup- 
ports,  encouragements,  and  feafonable  vindications  (often 
by  iinexpe&ed  means)  of  innocence  and  goodnefs ;  the 
maintenance  of  fuch  rules  and  orders  in  the  world,  that 
notwithftanding  the  irregularity  and  violence  of  men's 
paiiions,  they  commonly  {hift  to  live  tolerably  in  peace 
^nd  lafety ;  the  fo  many  poor,  weak,  and  helplefs  people 
(among  fo  many  crafty,  malicious,  and  greedy  ones)  be- 
xng  competently  provided  for;   the  reparations  of  good 
xnamiers  and  piety  being  decayed  and  overborne  by  power 
and  ill  cuftom;  thefe,  I  fay,  and  other  fuch  occurrences  in 
^e  worlds  he  that  fhall  confider  wifely,  may  difcem  the 
liand  of  a  wife  and  good  Providence  watching  over  human 
^fiairs;)  but  yet  feeing  commonly  the  reafons  of  God's  pro* 
<:eedings  with  men  here  are  various,  myflerious,  and  fecret; 
not  to  be  diitin6Uy  apprehended  by  us,  (who,  for  example, 
can  certainly  and  eafily  difiinguiih  between  God's  merci-  vui.  Gr.  de 
fid  patience  toward  bad  men,  and  his  gracious  recom-^*'**^**^' 
penfing  the  good  ;  between  his  juft  vengeance  of  one,  and 
his  paternal  corre^on  of  the  other;  between  his  reclaim- 
ing one  from  vice,  by  either  adverfe  or  profperous  acci- 
dents, and  his  exercifing  the  other's  virtue  by  the  like ;) 
and  becaufe  God's  governance  hath  not  its  complete  ifliie 
here^  (this  being  not  the  only  nor  the  chief  place  of  re- 
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This  is  a     ward  or  puniihment,)  therefore  we  cannot  now  with  £0 
whwe  God  ^^^^  evidence  demonftrate  the  divine  attributes  from  ge- 
permits      ncral  providence ;  but  are  here  forced  by  perverfe  antago- 
mc^h^ac.   ^^  ^^  ^  fometime  on  the  defenlive ;  being  fuffidently  able 
cording:  to  in  this  point  to  defend  ourfelves*  but  not  fo  able  hence  to 
dom,  not"   Convince  fuch  fturdy  adverfaries :  it  is  only  the  children  of 
jnterpofing  wifdom  here,  that  will  juftify  her;  therefore  I  wave  that 
grrtc  rea-    plea :  but  for  particular  providence^  I  dare  appeal  to  moft 
tib^  hl^e   ™^°>  efpecially  to  thofe  who  have  ever  had  any  fear  .of 
here  r^fut  God  or  fenfe  of  goodnefs^  if  fometime  or  other  in  their 

'^S'knf'  ^^^^  ^^y  ^^^®  ^^^  ^°  ^^^  needs  (efpeciaUy  upon  their 
addrefles  to  God)  found  help  and  comfort  conveyed  unto 
them  by  an  indifcemible  hand;  if  they  have  not,  fome- 
times  in  an  unaccountable  manner,  efcaped  grievous  dan* 
gers;  if  they  have  not  experienced,  in  performance  of 
their  duty  and  devotion  toward  God,  a  comfort  extra(»di- 
nary ;  if  they  cannot  apply  that  of  the  Pfalmift  to  fome 
P(al.  xzxiv.  events  of  their  life ;  This  poor  man  ctiedy  and  the  Lord 
^'  ^'  ^'  heard  him,  andfaved  him  out  of  all  his  troubles:  The  angel 
of  the  Lord  encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear  him,  and 
delivereth  them :  0  tajie  and  fee  that  the  Lord  is  good!  0 
tqfie  and  fee:  ^  if  God's  goodnefs  may  be  felt  and  feen  by 
us,  then  is  our  own  experience  an  argument  of  his  ex- 
iftence:  which  indeed  it  is  to  all  good  men,  (for  whofe 
comfort  and  confirmation  I  mention  it;)  though  it  is  not 
likely  to  have  much  influence  upon  thofe  that  have  driven 
God's  prelence  out  of  their  fouls;  except  they  have  fo 
much  ingenuity  as  to  believe  others'  teftimony,  who  aflSert 
this  great  truth  to  them  from  their  own  inward  confcience 
and  experience. 

1  have  infilled  too  long  upon  this  fubje£l,  it  being  fo 
rich  and  copious,  that  I  could  not  eafily  get  out  of  it ;  nor 
can  I  much  repent  thereof,  it  being  of  fo  great  confe- 
quence  throughly  to  be  perfuaded  of  this  point  :    the 

^  Indeed  this  opinion  being  not  fixed  fteadily  in  men*s  perfuaiion,  there 
can  be  no  fteady  bottom  of  virtuous  pra^ice :  no,  nor  to  a  wife  man  any 
comfortable  life :  r/  /k«<  ^w  l*  x«r^y  »Utt  Btiv,  9  w^o^^ims  fdff,  faith  that  noble 
Emperor  nobly:  ri  urn)  l^tB^vfut  tltuuf  wvy»^ifutrt  xcJ  fv^^  rutAr^  IjUmr^Cur 
to  Vive  in  fuofa  i  blind  confttfion>  &c.   ii.  9.  ▼!.  lo. 
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deeper  and  more  ftrongly  this  fouodatlon  is  laid,  the  more 
iUUe  will  the  fuperilru£i;ure  of  religious  pra£lice  be  there- 
upon ;  and  I  fear  mod  of  that  coldnefs  and  imperfection 
which  appears  therein,  doth  arife  chiefly  from  the  weak- 
nefs  of  our  faith  in  this  very  article. 

I.  I  (hall  only  farther  obfervc  one  or  two  particulars : 
firft,  that^the  preceding  arguments^  as  they  do  moft  im-r 
mediately  evince  tbofe  three  principal  attributes  of  God, 
his  iixcofoprehenfible  wifdom,  power,  and  goodnefs;  fo,  in 
CQQJundion  with  (or  confequence  from)  them,  they  do 
declare  thofe  his  other  attributes,  (which  are  ingredients 
alio  of  that  notion,  which  in  the  beginning  of  this  dif- 
courfe  I  defcribed,)  namely,  the  eternity  and  indefedibi- 
lity  of  his  exiftence;  his  immenfe  omniprefence;  his  fpi- 
r^luality :  as  alfo  his  juftice  and  veracity ;  his  rightful 
fovereignty  of  doooinion,  and  the  like;  (for  I  cannot  pro- 
fecute  all  the  divine  perfections,  according  to  that  multi* 
plicity  of  diitinCtion  which  our  conceit  and  expreiEon  doth 
make  of  them :)  if  God  made  all  things,  he  could  not  re- 
ceive being  from  another,  (and  he  who  made  this  world, 
what  reafon  can  we  have  to  fuppofe  him  from  another?) 
nor  can  any  thing  receive  being  of  itfelf ;  nor  from  mere 
nothing  of  itfelf  fpring  up  into  being:  therefore  the  Maker 
of  the  world  is  eternal :  fomething  muft  be  eternal,  other* 
wife  nothing  could  be  at  all;  other  things  (hew  them- 
felves  to  have  proceeded  from  the  wifdom  and  goodnels 
of  oiie;  that  one  therefore  is  eternal;  and  fo  all  nations 
conient;  and  fo  revelation  declares :  that  he  is  immortal 
and  immutable^  doth  as  plainly  follow :  for  not  depending 
for  his  being  on  any  thing  belonging  to  it,  neither  can  he 
depend  for  his  continuance  or  confervation :  having  fupe- 
rior  power  to  all  things,  as  having  conferred  to  all  what- 
ever of  power  they  have,  nothing  can  make  any  prevalent 
impreifion  upon  him,  fo  as  to  defiroy  or  alter  any  thing  in 
him :  from  his  making,  and  from  his  upholding,  and  from 
his  governing  all  things,  it  follows  that  he  was  and  is 
every  where :  where  his  power  is,  there  his  hand  muft  be : 
for  nothing  can  a£t  upon  what  is  diftant;  every  a&ion 
with  eflfed.  requires  a  conjunction  of  the  agept  and  pa- 
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tient :  that  he  doth  penetrate  all  things  with  his  prefence 
and  power,  operating  infenfibly  and  imperceptibly,  doth 
argue  the  fpirituality  of  his  being ;  and  that  he  doth  not 
confift  of  fuch  matter^  as  all  the  things  we  feel  and  per- 
vsi4«yM«»  ceive  do  :  his  overreaching  wifdom  argues  him  incapable 
V!tm  rifM  of  being  deceived ;  and  his  overbearing  power  {hews  that 

ifipnm  ^*  ^°^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  deceive ;  and  his  tranfcendftnt  good- 
nefs  proves  him  unwilling  to  deceive  or  injure  any  :  from 
whence  is  confequent  his  perfed  veracity  and  juftice.  The 
excellency  of  his  nature;  the  eminency  of  his  wifdom  and 
power;  the  excefs  of  his  goodnefs;  and  his  having  firft 
^ven  being,  and  then  prefervbg  it  to  all  things,  do  de- 
clare his  rightful  title  to  fupreme  dominion ;  and  accord- 
ingly that  all  love,  efteem,  worfliip,  and  obedience  is  due 
to  him ;  according  to  that  devout  acknowledgment  of  the 

Rev.  iY.  ii.bleOed  elders  in  the  Apocalypfe;  Thou  art  worthy,  O 
Lord,  to  receive  the  glory  and  the  honour  and  the  power, 
(or  authority:)  becaufe  thou  hq/i  made  all  things,  and /or 
thy  will  they  are  and  were  created. 

I  might  add,  that  the  conilitution  of  our  own  fouls  doth 
fhew  and  confirm  divers  of  God's  attributes :  it  is  not 
reafonable  to  think  that  our  Maker  made  us  to  admire 
other  qualities  than  fuch  as  are  in  him :  therefore  fince 
we  love  and  efteem  and  admire  goodnefs,  mercifulnefs, 
&c.  and  diflike  the  oppofites ;  therefore  God  is  in  the 
higheft  degree  good  and  gracious,  8cc. 

I  obferve,  fecondly,  that  in  this  article  the  unity  of  God 
is  implied,  (the  authors  of  the  Creed  thought  it  fuffi- 
ciently  fignified  by  the  Angular  number;)  the  which  in 
other  ancient  creeds  was  exprefled ;  Orientis  Ecclejice  om^ 
nes  ita  tradunt,  faith  Ruffin ;  Credo  in  unum  Deum  Patrem 
omnipotenteni.  All  the  churches  of  the  eaft  thus  exprefs  it ; 
/  believe  in  one  God,  the  Father  Almighty.  So  in  Ire- 
nseus's  creed  it  runs ;  Ecclefia  quaqua  per  univerfum  orbem 
terrarum  ufjue  ad  fines  terree  difperfa  ah  Apo/iolis  et  ipfo- 
rum  difcipulis  fidem  accepit,  quce  eft  in  unum  Deum  omni- 
potentem,  qui  fecit  ccelum,  et  terram,  et  maria,  et  omnia 
qucB  in  eisfunt. 

•DcTdan-     ^^  j,^  jjj  Xertullian's  forms;  *Regula  qmdemfidei  una 

bus. 
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ofimtw  ^yfola  mmobilis  ei  irrefarmabiliSf  credendi  fcHicet 
in  tattcmn  Deum  amnipotentemf  mundi  conditorem. 

Begulajidei;  qua  creditur  unum  omnino  Deum  ejfe^  nee  Dc  Vm- 
aUum  pTiBter  rmmdi  conditorem :  and  in  Irenseus  and  Ter-^^^^ 
tullian's  form^  it  is  likewife  expreiled,  as  alfo  in  the  Ni- 
cene  Creed  afterwards :  and  this  is  a  main  point  of  our 
belief^  difiinguifliing  us  from  Pagans  and  idolaters ;  who 
afciibed  the  incommunicable  attributes  of  the  one  GodI, 
and  imparted  the  religious  veneration  due  only  to  him, 
unto  falfe  deities^  invented  by  themfelves^  or  fuggefted  by 
bad  fpirits;  thereby  greatly  wronging  God  and  them- 
fdves :  robbing  him  of  his  due  honour^  and  themfelves  of 
that  protedion  and  aid^  which  God  is  ready  to  impart  to 
them  who  fiuthfiilly  ferve  and  humbly  invoke  him. 

Now  this  truth  the  precedent  arguments  do  alfo  ma- 
nifeftly  enough  infer :  the  uniformity^  concord,  and  per- 
fe&  harmony  which  appears  in  the  conftitution  and  con- 
fervation  of  things ;  their  confpiring  to  one  end,  their 
continuing  in  the  lame  order  and  courfe,  do  plainly  (hew 
it :  even  as  the  lafting  peace  of  a^commonwealth  (compofed 
of  different  perfons  and  humours)  argues  one  law,  that 
regulates  and  cont^ns  them;  and  the  orderly  march  of  an 
army  (hews  it  managed  by  one  condu£l;  and  the  uni- 
formity of  a  houfe,  or  of  a  city,  declares  it  contrived  by 
one  architect. 

And  thereto  alfo  the  common  fufTrage  of  mankind  doth 
in  a  manner  agree :  for  that  there  was  one  fupreme  God, 
the  author  and  governor  of  the  reft,  (and  of  all  other  Vid.  Tcr* 
things,)  tranfcending  in  power  and  wifdom  and  all  kind  of  ^J^^^^' 
perfe£tion,  was  evidently  the  common  opinion;  whomdenique 
therefore  we  fee  the  poets  do  ftyle,  the  Father  of  gods^^^^^' 
and  men;  the  King  of  the  gods^  54'«rof,  jwiy'^^*  xforisrof ; g«"^"»  *>"- 
the  highe/l,  greateft,  mojl  excellent  God. 

Even  the  vulirar  had  this  conceit :  but  the  wifeft  of  Vid.  Hug. 
them  had  more  clear  and  full  apprehenfions  of  this  unity ;  jure  B.^ac 
and  commonly  they  fpeak  of  God,  but  as  of  one,  whom  ^-  ^^Y^'  ^* 
he  calls  flarspa  xeii  fjoijjr^v :  fo  Plato  refers  the  making  of uJyg^  |^g|] 
llie  world  to  one:  and  Ariftotle,  when  he  hath  occafion  toChr.  p. 37. 
fpeak  of  God,  doth  ufually  fpeak  in  the  lingular  number;    ***  ^^*'* 
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tnd  fo  do  other  philofopherd }  and  fometiitie  expr^ly 
they  fignify  their  oimitoii  to  be,  that  there  is  bui  one. 
Cic.  1.  de  There  are  many  popular  gods,  but  one  natural,  Anttfthe- 
^'P'  nes  faid  in  Tully :  i1(  Se  »y  v«Atmvo^V  Wh  faith  the  author 
Mando,  J^  Mufide.  Being  one  in  reality,  he  bath  maiiy  naincs, 
<»P*  7*  according  to  the  feveral  affe&ions  he  difcovers^  and  the 
Sen. de  Be- opei'&tions  he  exertB :  whom  Seneca  thtiB  cohlents  to; 

m.'uc'  Q^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  aliter  kunc  auQorem  rerum  nofira* 
tant.  rum  compellare :   tot  appellationes  ejus  effe  pojfkniy  qnot 

clit'(Uaain  ^^^^^^^  i  Attfic  €t  liherum  Pairenij  et  Herculem  ac  Mercu- 
apad  Grot,  rhim  nojhri  putant ;  Jic  kanc  naturam  vecoy  fatumj  forlU' 
T^utrti^t^^^  ;  omnia  ejvfdem  Dei  nominafunt  varie  uieniisjua  p^^ 
kxiMm^it,  tejlate. 

Ac.  Ntah.  But  divine  revelauon  doth  moft  fully  declare  this  truth: 
MmrfL  Fie.  \  need  not  mention  places ;  the  whole  Scripture  doth 
^g.^nt^^^^  teach  and  inculcate  it;  That  there  is  but  one 
J"™J^^°"- maker  and  one  governor  of  the  world ;  to  whom  aU  vcne- 
namerus,  ration  and  obedience  is  due  :  and  to  whom  be  all  honour, 
turtSt  nu^  and  glory,  and  worfliip  for  ever  afcribed  and  paid,  gcc, 

menu  an-   Amcn. 

SihSTonini  ^^  ^^^^^  anciently  objefted  by  CeUus,  and  other  adver- 
plui  apud  faries  of  our  religion,  that  Chnriftianity  did  etaft  of  men  a 
tot  poiTunt  blind,  groundlefs  belief*^ ;  that  it  condemned  human  wif- 
apud^'nos"  ^^™>  baniihcd  underftanding,  and  prohibited  all  inqmry ; 
totangeli.  Commanding  men  to  fwallow  its  di^tes  without  any 
1^1!^^^  '  previous  examination  or  debate  concerning  the  truth  of 
•  ^ixi»  ««)  them ;  impoling  vouad;  avaiFMxTovSf  laws  uncapable  of 
Orif,  1.  proof,  and  mcuacatmg  this  rule,  j^^  if trot^e,  4XXa  /aovov  «(- 
fffvf :  Do  not  examine,  but  only  believe. 

The  ground  of  this  accufation  feems  to  be  a  great  mif* 
take,  proceeding  from  the  not  diflinguifliing  that  belief, 
whereby  we  embrace  Chriftianity  itfelf  in  general  and  in 
grofs  5  and  the  belief,  whereby  we  aflent  to  the  particular 
do£lrines  thereof,  (efpecially  fuch  as  concern  matters  fu- 
pematural,  and  above  the  reach  of  our  underftanding  to 
find  out  or  comprehend.) 

As  for  the  firft,  that  faith,  whereby  we  embrace  Chrif- 
tianity in  the  grofs,  I  fay,  that  Chriftianity  doth  not  pro- 
pound itfelf  as  immediately  evident,  nor  requires  a  preci- 
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pilaie  aflbnt  to  it;  but  offerB  blind  reafon  for  itfdf^  and  in- 
vites men  to  inquire,  confider,  and  judge  about  its  truth : 
never  any  religicm  was  fo  little  liable  to  this  cenfure;  none 
ever  lb  freely  expofed  itfelf  to  a  fair  trial  at  the  bar  of 
reafba ;  it  defires  of  men  an  nvyvifMop  i^iraiTti,  a  candid  and 
difcreet  examination  for  its  fake  and  their  own :  other  re- 
ligions have  for  their  juAification  infifled  upon  the  ex- 
ample of  anceftors,  and  cuilom  of  times ;  their  large  ex*- 
tent  and  prevalence  among  many  people ;  their  efiabliih- 
ment  by  civil  laws,  and  the  countenance  of  fecular  power; 
(arguments  extrinfic  to  the  matter,  and  very  weak  in  them- 
felvesy)  declimng  all  other  teft  or  trial  of  reafon  :  and  it  if 
remarkable,  how  Celfiis  and  thofe  (who  made  the  forefiud 
ob]e6don)  did  therein  contradict  themfelves,  when  they  Orig.  ▼.  p. 
affirm  men  ought,  without  fcnipley  to  conform  to  the  re-  •*'»  *^' 
l^on  prefcribed  by  the  laws  of  their  country,  be  they 
what  they  will,  never  fo  abfurd  or  difhoneft:  tUs  is  indeed 
an  exuSdng  of  irrational  belief;  a  (liflxng  of  our  under- 
flandingi  and  muzzling  our  judgment;  a  requiring  of  men 
to  yield  their  confent  to  innumerable  mod  palpable  falfe- 
hoods  and  inconfiftencies.    The  teachers  and  defenders  of 
Chriflianity  proceeded  otherwife ;  confiding  in  the  truth 
and  reafonablenefs  of  their  caufe,  they  excited  men  to  lay 
afide  all  unreaibnable  prejudices  ;  to  ufe  their  bed  imder- 
(landings ;  to  apply  themfelves  to  an  indufirious  and  im- 
partial fearch  of  the  truth  :  hear  La£kantius  fpeaking  for  Lib.  n.  c.  ;• 
the  reft;  Opcrtei  in  ea  re  maxitne,  in  qua  vittB  ratio  verfa-- 
tufifili  quemque  confiderey  fuoqua  judkio  ac  prvpriis  fenfi" 
bus  niti  ad  inv^igandamj  ei  perpendendam  veritatem^  quam 
credentem  alienis  erroribus  decipi  tanquam  tpjiim  rationis 
expertem :  dedit  omnibus  Deus  pro  virili  portione  fopten^ 
ticauy  ut  et  inaudiia  inveftigare  pqffent,  et  audita  perpen- 
dere:  that  is;  We  ought  efpecially,  every  one  of  us,  in 
that  matter,  which  chiefly  concerns  our  life,  to  confide  in 
oiufelves;  and  rather  with  our  own  judgment  and  our 
proper  fenfes  ftrive  to  find  out  and  weigh  the  truth,  than, 
believing  other  men^s  errors,  to  be  deceived  as  men  void    f 
of  reafon:   God  hath  given  all  men  their  (hare  of  wil- 
dom,  that  they  might  both  inquire  into  what  they  hear. 
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aiid  weigh  it.    So  he  difpudng  againft  the  heathen  cre- 
dulity. 

ThuB  doth  Chriftianity  call  upon  men  to  inqmre  into 
itfelf ;  yea  it  obliges  them  thereto :  it  propounds  fiuth  as  a 
virtue  highly  commendable,  (fuppofing  it  therefore  volun- 
tary and  managed  with  reafon ;)  for  all  virtue  is  ^if  vpoai- 
ptTixlj  [ut'  &kii^Sf  Xoyo'j,  it  is  ixso'iof  wyxetri^w^u  a  volun- 
tary aflent,  promifing  ample  rewards  thereto ;  and  infi- 
delity it  propounds  as  a  vice  very  blameable,  (and  confe- 
quently  very  irrational,)  threatening  very  fevere  punifli- 
ments  thereto :  it  doth  not  inveigle  men  by  (leight^  nor 
compel  them  by  force ;  but  fairly  perfuades  them  to  em- 
brace it :  it  doth  not  therefore  avoid  examination,  nor  dif- 
claim  the  ufe  of  good  reafon;  but  feeks  and  procures  the 
one,  cheerfully  and  confidently  appeals  to  the  other. 

Indeed  after  it  hath  convinced  men  of  its  truth  in  ge- 
neral, having  evidenced  the  truth  and  certainty  of  its  fun- 
damental principles,  it  then  requires  a  full  and  cordial 
confent  (without  exception)  to  all  its  particular  do£trines 
grounded  upon  them :  when,  I  fay,  it  hath  propounded 
fufficient  reafon  to  fatisfy  men's  minds,  that  is  grounded 
upon  mofl  folid  principles,  it  then  requires  men  to  fur- 
ceafe  farther  doubt  or  fcruple  concerning  what  it  teaches : 
which  is  a  mod  reafonable  proceeding,  and  conformable  to 
the  method  ufed  in  the  ftrifteft  fciences  :  for  the  prin- 
ciples of  any  fcience  being  either  demonftrated  out  of  fome 
higher  fcience,  or  evidenced  by  fit  examples  and  experi- 
ments to  common  fenfe,  and  being  thence  admitted,  it  is 
afterward  unlawful  and  abfurd  to  refufe  the  conclufions 
deduced  from  them  :  fo  it  having  been  proved  that  our 
principles  are  true ;  (viz.  that  God  is  perfeAly  veracious ; 
and  that  Chridian  religion  did  proceed  from  him,  and  is 
built  upon  his  atteftation ;)  it  is  a  part  of  abfurd  levity 
and  felf-contradiftion  then  to  qucdion  any  particular  pro- 
pofition  evidently  contained  therein :  and  in  this  fenfe  it  is 
true,  (and  thus  I  take  thofe  Chridians  to  be  underflood 
•Vid.Orig.*who  commend  immediate  faith,  and  exclude  reafon  from 
P^'  ^"  being  too  bufy  in  matters  of  religion,  and  difcountenance 
curious  inquiry;)  thus,  I  fay,  it  is  true,  that  Chriflianity 
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engages  us  to  believe,  without  reafon  or  difputer  It  wUl 
allow  (yea  it  invites  and  exhorts)  an  infidel  to  confider 
and  judge  of  its  truth ;  but  it  will  not  allow  a  Chrlftian  to 
be  fo  vain  and  inconflant,  as  to  queftion  any  particular  of 
its  do£irine :  by  doing  fo  he  renounces  his  faith,  at  lead 
ceafes  to  be  a  fteady  phriftian. 

Now  the  firft  principle  of  Chriftianity  (common  thereto 
and  all  other  religions)  is,  that  tliere  is  one  God :  the  next, 
(which  alfo  no  religion  doth  not  acknowledge,)  that  God 
is  perfeftly  veracious;  or,  that  whatever  appears  to  be 
ailerted  or  attefted  to  by  God  is  certainly  true :  which 
two  principles  we  have  already  proved  by  reafons  proper 
md  fufiicient,  we  conceive,  to  fatisfy  any  well-difpofed 
mind.  A  third  principle  is,  that  God  is  the  author  of  the 
Clhriftian  dod:rine  in  general  5  that  it  hath  been  revealed 
ind  impofed  upon  mankind  by  divine  authority.  And  a 
burth  is,  that  thofe  authorities  and  traditions  upon  which 
ve  ground,  and  by  which  we  prove,  (mediately  or  imme- 
lately,)  the  particular  doftrines  of  Chriftianity  to  be  truly 
och,  (that  is,  admitting  the  former  principle  to  have 
ome  froQi  God,)  are  proper  and  fufficient  to  that  pur- 
ofe.  Thefe  two  latter  principles  involving  matter  of  faft, 
nd  confequently  being  not  evident  in  themfelves,  do  (for 
fiill  conviction  of  a  man's  mind,  and  producing  therein  a 
>lid  perfuafion)  require  a  rational  probation ;  and  that  it 
aay  appear  we  believe  like  reafonable  men,  not  upon 
irilful  refolution,  or  by  mere  chance,  (as  Pagans  and  M a- 
lometans,  and  other  ignorant  opinionifts  do,)  as  alfo  to 
lonfirm  the  grounds  upon  which  the  fubfcquent  articles 
►r  doArines  of  faith  are  built,  I  fhall  endeavour  briefly  to 
hew  the  reafonablenefs  of  them ;  beginning  with  the  firft, 
ind  advancing  my  difcourfe  by  feveral  fteps  or  degrees. 
\.nd  I  obferve,  that, 

I.  It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  God  fhould  fome- 
ime  reveal  unto  men  the  truth  concerning  himfelf,  and 
»nceming  them,  as  they  ftand  related  toward  him ;  (his 
lature  and  will ;  our  ftate  and  duty ;)  his  prime  attributes 
)erfuade  thus  much.  It  is  moft  evident  to  common  ex- 
)erience,  that  mankind,  being  left  to  itfelf,  (in  matters  of 
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this  nature  efpecially,)  is  very  infufEcient  to  direft  itfelf ; 
it  is  apt  to  lie  under  a  woful  ignorance;  to  be  poflefled 
with  vain  conceit;  to  wander  in  doubt,  and  fall  into  error: 
it  is  fubje£t  to  all  kind  of  delufion,  which  either  the  ma- 
lice of  wicked  fpirits,  or  the  fubtilty  of  naughty  men,  or 
the  wildnefs  of  its  own  unruly  paeons  and  defires,  can 
bring  it  under ;  and  confequently  it  is  liable  to  incur  all 
thofe  fins,  (diihonourable,  hurtful,  and  deftruftive  to  iu 
nature,)  and  all  thofe  miferies,  which  from  ignorance,  er- 
ror, and  (in,  do  naturally  fpring;  (an  eftrangement  efpe- 
cially from  God,  and  his  grievous  difpleafure :)  we  fee  that 
not  only  the  generality  of  mankind  did  fometime  lie  in 
this  fad  condition,  but  that  even  the  moft  elevated  and  re- 
fined wits,  thofe  among  men,  who  by  all  poifible  im- 
provement of  their  reafon  did  endeavour  to  raife  and  ref- 
cue  themfelves  from  the  common  ignorance^  miftakes, 
fuperditions,  and  follies  of  the  world,  could  by  no  means, 
in  any  good  meafure,  att^n  their  end :  what  did  their  dili- 
gent fiudies  and  inquiries  produce,  but  diflatisfa&ion  and 
perplexity  of  mind?  wherein  did  their  eager  difputationa 
conclude,  but  in  irreconcileable  differences  of  opinion,  and 
greater  uncertainty,  than  at  firft  ?  moft  were  plunged  into  a 
defperate  fcepticifm;  (a  doubt  and  diffidence  of  all  things;) 
none  arrived  higher,  than  fome  faint  conjeftures,  or  fome 
unfteady  opinions,  concerning  thofe  matters  of  higheft 

Rom.  i.  ai.confequence:  ffiaTfl«cidij<rav  hv  toIs  haXoyKTfMlg:  they  were, 
^  **^'    'as  St.  Paul  obferved,  made  vain  (were  fruftrated  and  be- 
fooled)  in  their  reafonings,  and  their  foolifh  heart  was 

1  Cor.  i. 21. darkened,  8cc.  The  world  by  wifdom  did  not  know  God: 
could  not  attain  to  a  requifite  meafure  of  knowledge  in 
divine  things.  This  being  the  natural  ftate  of  men,  defti- 
tute  of  divine  help  and  dire£iion,  doth  it  not,  I  pray, 
greatly  need  another  light  to  guide  it  in  this  darknefs,  a 
helpful  hand  to  relieve  it  from  thefe  inconveniences?  Can 
then  that  infinite  goodnefs  hear  mankind  groan  under  fo 
lamentable  oppredions,  and  not  pity  it?  Can  he  behold 
his  own  dear  offspring,  the  flower  of  his  creation,  lying  in 
fo  comfortlefs,  fo  remedilefs  a  diftrefs,  without  afforcUng 
fome  reUef  ?   Can  fuch  a  fpe£tacle  delight  that  gracious 
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eye?  or  can  he  forbear  long  to  remove  it  out  of  his  fight  ? 
His  goodilefs  makes  it  highly  improbable  that  he  fhould : 
we  account  it  great  want  of  goodnefs^  not  to  dire6t  a  be-* 
wildcred  traveller;   not  to  relieve,  if  we  can,  a  perfon 
greatly  diftrefled?  And  if  we,  being  bad,  often  perform 
fiich  good  offices  to  one  another;  how  much  more  ready 
ihould  we  think  him,  that  is  goodnefs  itfelf,  to  do  the 
like,  for  all  mankind  fo  much  needing  it?  His  wifdom  alfo 
gives  us  to  fuppofe  the  fame :  if  God  made  the  world  to 
exprefs  his  goodnefs  and  manifeft  his  glory,  is  it  likely 
he  fhould  fufier  himfelf  to  be  utterly  fruftrated  in  his  de- 
^S^9  hy  letting  men  continue  in  ignorance  and  doubt  con- 
cerning who  it  was  that  made  it,  and  how  he  governs  it? 
who  but  men  can  admire  his  excellent  perfe3:ions,  and 
render  him  his  due  honour;  and  how  can  they  do  it, 
without  competent  knowledge,  and  full  perfuafion  con- 
cerning him?   Doth  not  God  expeft  duty  and  fervice 
from  men  ?  would  he  not  have  the  world  proceed  in  fome 
good  order  ?  doth  he  not  defire  the  good  of  men,  and  de- 
light in  their  happinefs  ?   And  then,  being  infinitely  wife, 
mud  he  not  difpofe  fit  means  for  accompHHiing  thefe 
ends  ?  will  he  not  provide,  that  himfelf  be  not  totally  dif- 
appointed  ?  So  his  wifdom  grounds  an  argument  for  di-* 
vine  revelation :  he  had  made  an  inward  faculty  of  feeing 
in  vain,  if  he  had  not  given  an  outward  light,  8cc.     God's 
juftice  alfo  doth  in  fome  manner  perfuade  the  fame :  doth 
not  every  good  governor  take  care  that  his   fubjefts 
ftiould  underftand  his  pleafure,  and  be  acquainted  with 
his  laws?  doth  he  not  propound  fit  encouragements  to 
obedience ;  and  deter  them  from  difobedience  by  menac- 
ing puniihment  ?  and  the  fovereign  Governor  and  Judge  of 
the  world,  can  he  fajl  fufficiently  to  declare  his  will  ?  will 
he  leave  any  apology  for  difobedience  ?  {hall  he  negle6t 
any  means  apt  to  promote  his  fubje6^s'  performance  of 
their  duty ;  fit  ,to  prevent  the  breach  of  his  laws  ?  If  he 
loves  righteoufnefs,  and  defires  to  be  duly  obeyed,  and 
delights  in  his  fubje£ts'  good ;  he  will  furely  difcover  his 
mind,  and  encourage  men  to  comply  with  it,  and  terrify 
them  from  op|pofing  it.    Indeed  that  God  fhould  for  a 
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while  connive  at  men's  ignorance,  and  fufler  them  ta 
A6b  svii.    grope  after  truth,  (as  St.  Paul  exprefleth  it  in  the  14th  and 
87,  30.  xiv.  ly^h  Qf  ^e  A£is,)  to  try  them,  as  he  did  the  IfraeHtes  in 
the  wildemefs,  how  they  would  behave  themfelves,  in 
the  ufing  their  talent  of  natural  light;  to  make  them 
fenfible  of  their  natural  infirnMty ;  more  ready  to  embrace; 
more  able  to  value  the  redrefs  vouchfafed  them  >  to  com- 
mend his  extraordinary  grace  and  mercy  to  them ;  that 
for  fuch  purpofes,  unfearchable  wholly  by  our  ftiallow 
underftanding,  he  fhould,  I  fay,  for  fome  time  forbear 
with  a  full  evidence  to  declare  all  his  mind,  is  not  fo 
ftrange  or  unlikely.     I  might  add,  that  it  is  not  likely 
God  fhould  fuffer  the  world  (his  kingdom)  perpetually  to 
lie  under  the  ufurpation  and  tyranny  of  the  devil,  {%»" 
TutiivotffTBisa^c^  (mo  ToD  hoL^oKov,  A£ts  X.  38.)     That  his  im- 
perial throne  (hould  be  poflefled;  his  authority  ufurped; 
his  name  infulted  and  triumphed  over,  as  it  were,  by  that 
arch-rebel,  and  capital  enemy  of  his ;  but  that  he  (hould 
for  ever  fuffer  men  to  abide  in  fuch  depth  of  ignorance, 
fuch  perplexity  of  doubt,  fuch  captivity  under  fin  and  roi- 
fery,  feems  not  probable ;  and  much  lefs  can  it  feem  im- 
probable that  he  hath  done  it;  it  cannot,   I  fay,  fecin 
Vid.  difcur-  mifbecoming  the  goodnefs,  wifdom,  or  ju(Uce  of  God, 
rttciSro-    that  he  fhould  fhew  them  clearly,  what  he  requires  of 
nisin  i. dc  them  to  do;  what  good  he  intends  for  them;  what  way 
leads  to  their  happinefs ;  and  how  they  fhould  avoid  mi- 
fery.     Tliis  confidcration,  though  it  doth  not  fully  prove 
God  hath  made  fuch  revelation,  (for  we  cannot  reach  the 
utmoft  of  poffibilities,  nor  are  judges  of  what  God  muft 
needs  do,)  yet  it  removes  all  obftru6tion  to  our  belief, 
and  difpofes  us  to  admit  the  following  reafons ;  it  being 
not  unprobable,  yea,  in  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  very  pro- 
bable, he  fliould  do  it ;  we  cannot  wonder,  and  have  lefs 
reafon  to  diftruft  thofe  arguments,  by  which  it  may  ap- 
pear that  he  bath  done  it. 

a.  We  may  confider,  that  no  other  religion,  that  hath 
been,  or  now  is,  could  (or  can)  with  any  probability  pre- 
tend thus  to  have  proceeded  from  God,  or  by  him  to 
have  been  defigned  for  the  general,  complete,  and  per- 
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petual  inftru£Uon  and  obligation  of  mankind.  There  have 
been  but  three  pretcnfions  thereto ;  that  of  Paganifin,  of 
Mahometanifm^  and  of  Judaifm :  let  us  a  little  examine 
each  of  them. 

As  for  Paganifm,  it  was  never  one  (imple  or  certain, 
one  fixed  or  conftant  thing ;  but,  according  to  difference 
of  place  and  time,  infinitely  various  and  mutable :  diverfe- 
ly  {haped  and  modelled,  according  to  fancy  and  humour, 
defign  or  intereft,  of  the  ftate  that  allowed  it,  the  priefts 
that  managed  it,  or  the  people  that  received  it ;  a  plain 
fign,  that  (excepting  fome  general  confuted  notions,  de- 
rived from  ancient  tradition)  it  did  wholly  proceed  from 
human  device,  or  fome  worfe  caufe.  Survey  it  all,  and 
Mrbat  (hall  you  find,  but  a  company  of  idle,  ridiculous,  ill- 
contrived,  incredible,  and  inconfiftent  (lories,  arguing  no- 
thing of  truth,  and  little  of  wit  in  them  that  invented 
them ;  thefe  attended  by  pradlices  moft  fond,  lewd,  and 
cruel,  unworthy  of  human  nature,  contrary  to  common 
fenfe  and  honefty.  Their  worftiip  direfted  to  objefts  moft 
improper:  to  the  fouls  of  dead  men;  (men  famous  for 
nothing  fo  much  as  the  vicious  enormities  of  their  lives, 
bloody  cruelties,  thefts,  and  rapines ;  murders  and  parri- 
cides ;  horrid  lufts,  adulteries,  rapes,  and  incefts ;  and 
fuch  perfons,  alive  or  dead,  what  good  or  wife  man  would 
not  rather  deteft  and  abominate,  than  refpeft  or  worfhip !) 
To  brute  beafts,  and  them. the  moft  vile  and  mifchiev- 
oug^  {dogs,  ferpents,  crocodiles ;)  which  to  pay  dpvotion 
unto,  what  a  debafement  is  it  of  human  nature!  To 
creatures  inanimate ;  the  ftars  and  elements  5  rivers,  trees, 
&c. ;  which  we  fee  a6ting  by  a  natural  neceflity ;  yielding 
no  fignification  of  any  life,  fenfe,  or  underftanding  in 
them,  and  confecjuently  much  inferior  to  us  in  dignity  of 
nature;  which  therefore  it  is  a  fottifti  bafenefs  in  us  to 
adore :  yea,  which  is  yet  an  extremer  degree  (if  it  may 
be)  of  folly,  they  dedicated  temples  and  offered  facrifices 
to  things  void  of  all  fubfiftence ;  to  mere  qualities  and 
accidents  of  things ;  the  paffions  of  our  minds,  and  the 
difeafes  of  our  body,  and  accidents  of  our  lives:  who 
would  think  men  ftiould  be  fo  mad  as  to  reckon  impu^ 
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dence,  (that  odious  vice,)  or  a  fever,  (that  tormenting 
difeafe,)  or  fortune,  (that  which  we  can  fo  little  truft,  and 
fo  oft  complain  of,)  among  things  venerable }  and  from 
fuch  thorns,  what  fruits  of  good  life  and  morality  can  we 
hope  fhould  fpring }  what  piety  towards  God ;  what  jnf- 
tice,  truth,  or  goodnefs  towards  men ;  what  fobriety  or 
purity  in  men  themfelves  can  we  expe£t  fliould  arife  from 
fuch  conceits  and  fuch  practices  in  reli^on  ?  none  other, 
than  fuch  as  St*  Paul  defcribes  in  the  firft  chapter  of  the 
£pi(Ue  to  the  Romans,  and  in  the  fecond  of  the  EpilUe  to 
the  Ephefians;   which  hiftory  and  experience  (hew  to 
have  been  no  flanderous  imputations  upon  Gentilifin.  But-> 
it  is  needlefs  to  difcourfe  againfl  that,  which  I  fuppofi 
hath  no  reafonable  patron;  and  which  hardly  any  wif< 
man,  when  it  was  pra£Ufed,  did  ferioufly  think  had  an 
truth  or  reality  in  it :  Plato  often  inveighs  againft  the  in — 
Arift.  Me-  ventors  of  thofe  fid  ions  in  heathen  theology :  Ariftotk^ 
gP^*"*®' attributes  the  conftitution  of  thofe  religions  to  the  policyai 
Cic.  dc  Div.  of  lawgivers  :  there  was  no  philofopher,  who  did  not  fig— 
Tufcf  Qu.^  nify  his  diilike  or  contempt  of  the  vulgar  opinions ;  thaM 
i.  p.  301.     is    of  their  religion.     What  Tully  faith  of  one  part,  th^ 
pcLg.  245.    wifer  fort  of  men  did  judge  of  all ;  Tot  a  res  eji  invent  <^ 
fallaciis  aut  ad  qucc/tum,  aui  ad  fuperjlitionetnj  aut  ad  cr— ■ 
rorem:  the  whole  bufinefs  was  deceitfully  forged  either 
for  gain,  or  out  of  fuperftition,  or  from  miftake. 

They  did  in  their  external  carriage  comply  with  com^ — 

mon  praftice,  out  of  politic  difcretion  5  for  their  fafety^ 

and  for  peace  fake  :  but  in  their  mind  they  believed  no-^ 

thing,  nor  liked  any  thing  in  it :  they  obferved  the  com*^ 

Vid.  Au-     mon   things,   tanquam   legibus  jiiffa,  non    tanquam   dii^ 

Civ.  Dei,    g^^^(if  (as  commanded  by  the  laws,  not  as  acceptable  tc^ 

lib.  iv.  33.  the  gods,)  as  Seneca  fpeaks. 

I  might  add,  that  all  thefe  religions  did  vanifh  with  the 
countenance  of  authority  and  power  that  fuflaiiied  theQi ; 
which  fhews  they  had  no  root  in  the  hearty  belief  or  ap- 
probation of  thofe  that  profeffed  them.  It  is  therefore 
plain  that  this  religion  did  not  proceed  from  God;  but 
either  from  human  device,  or  diabolical  fuggeftion^ 

As  for  Mahometanifm,  a  (qQ.  in  later  times  fprung  up 
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and  vaftly  fpread  about  the  world ;  neither  can  that  fairly 
pretend  to  a  divine  original :  in  times  of  great  diilurbance 
and  confiifion  in  the  world,  (when  even  among  Chriflians 
ignorance  and  diflenfion,  fuperfiition,  and  vicioufnefs  of 
manners  had  hugely  prevailed,)  in  a  very  blind  comer  of 
the  earth,  among  a  crew  of  barbarous  thieves  and  wild 
runagates,  (fuch  have  thofe  Arabians  been  always  famed 
to  be,)  this  fed:  did  firft  arife;  being  accommodated  to 
the  genius  of  fuch  people,  and  infufed  into  them,  partly 
by  juggling  pretences  to  wonder-working  and  prophecy, 
partly  by  feditious  violence;  by  a  perfon  not,  as  their  own 
legends  defcribe  him,  of  any  honourable  qualities ;  but 
having  all  the  chara6ters  of  an  impodor,  (rebellious  and 
perfidious,  inhuman  and  cruel,  lewd  and  lafcivious ;)  pro- 
pagated it  was  afterwards  by  rage  and  terror  of  arms,  and 
grew  wholly  among  barbarous  people,  void  of  learning 
and  civility  5  having  no  religion  before,  and  therefore  (as 
all  mankind  is  naturally  receptive  of  religious  impreffions) 
capable  to  admit  any,  efpecially  fuch  an  one   as  this, 
agreeable  to  their  favage  humours  and  lulls;  it  fubfifts 
upon  the  fame  grounds  of  ignorance  and  force,  refufing 
all  examination,  and  upon  extreme  penalties  prohibiting 
any  difpute  or  controverfy  about  its  truth ;  being  fo  far 
wife,  as  confcious  to  itfelf,  that  the  letting  in  a  little  light, 
and  a  moderate  liberty  of  difcuffing  its  pretences,  would 
eafily  overthrow  it.    Even  thefe  exterior  circumflances  of 
its  rife,  growth,  and  continuance,  (fo  full  of  iniquity  and 
inhumanity,)  are  great  prefumptions  againft  its  divinity,  or 
rather  pl^nly  demonftrate,  that  it  did  not  proceed  from 
God ;  whofe  truth  cannot  need  fuch  courfes,  whofe  good- 
nefs  abhors  them :  and  if  we  look  into  it,  we  (hall  find  it 
to  be  a  lump  of  abfurd  opinions,  odd  (lories,  and  uncouth 
ceremonies,  compounded  chiefly  of  the  dregs  of  Chriflian 
herefies,  with  fome  ingredients  of  Jud^dfm  and  Paganifm, 
confufedly  jumbled  and  tempered  together :  from  Chrif- 
tian  herefies  it  hath  its  negative  dodrines,  oppofite  to 
Chriffianity  ;  for  allowing  Chrift  much  refpeft,  it  yet  de- 
nies his   being  the  Son  of  God,   and  his  having  really 
fuffered;  it  reje&s  his  true  ftory,  and  aflixes  falfe  ones 
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upon  him ;  that  God  hath  a  body  and  a  human  {hape, 
(Mahomet  felt  his  hand  forfooth,  and  it  was  very  cold,) 
an  opinion  fo  unreafonable  and  mifbefeeming  God,  he 
might  draw  from  the  Anthropomorphites ;  and  from  the 
Manichees   that  doftrine  concerning  the  fatal  determi- 
nation of  all  events ;  a  doArine  fo  prejudicial  to  reli^on, 
taking  away  thofe  foundations  of  juftice  between  God 
and  man  5  man's  free  choice  in  ferving  God,  and  God's 
free  difpofal  of  rewards  to  men,  fuitable  to  their  a^ons. 
The  Jew  contributed  his  ceremonies  of  circumciiion,  and 
purgations  by  wafhing^  his  abftinence  from  fwine's  fleih; 
his  allowance  of  polygamy  and  divorce.     I  might  add, 
that  from  him  it  borrowed  its  inhuman  condemning,  de- 
fpifing,  and  hating  all  the  world ;  calling  all  men  dogs, 
(befide  themfelves,)   and  adjuring  all  to  certain  damna- 
tion ;  affirming  withal,  that  all  of  their  belief,  how  wick- 
edly foever  they  have  lived,  (hall  at  length  partake  of  fal- 
vation.    The  Pagan  elyfium  might  be  a  pattern,  whence 
their  paradife  of  corporeal  delight  and  brutifh  fenfuality 
might  be  tranfcribed ;  which  any  man  fees  how  poor  an 
encouragement  it  is,  how  unworthy  a  reward  to  virtue; 
yea,  how  much  it  rather  detrafts  from  and  difcourages  all 
performances  of  honefty  and  reafon.     He  muft  be  very 
ftupid,  who  can  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  perfuaded  that  thefe 
conceits  did  come  from  the  God  of  holinefs  and  wifdom. 
And  how  Mahomet  was  infpired  with  truth,  his  ftories 
alone  would  evince ;  ftories  patched  out  of  old  hiftories 
corrupted,  mutilated,  and  tranfplaced,  interlarded  with  far 
bulous   legends;    contrary   to    all  probable    records    of 
hiftory,  (the  perfons,  places,  times,  and  all  circumftances 
of  which  it  moft  unfldlfully  confounds,)  yea,  repugnant 
to  the  nature  of  things,  and  to  all  imaginable  poffibility ; 
evident  arguments  both  of  an  ignorant  and  impudent  im- 
poftor :  he  that  will  lie  or  blunder  about  matters  of  fed, 
who  can  truft  him  in  matters  of  right  and  reafon  ?    All 
which    (if  time  would  permit,  and  it  were  worth   the 
while)  might  by  manifold  inftances  be  (hewed.     I  might 
add  its  multitude   of  filly  ceremonies,  grounded  on  no 
reafonable  defign,  nor  fubfervient  to  any  purpofe  of  virtue. 
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But  what  is  faid  doth  enough  declare  this  religion  to  be 
of  no  divine  extradion. 

As  for  ancient  Judaifm  ;  that  it  has  no  fuch  revelation  Vtd.  Pikl. 
88  that  we  require,  and  did  in  the  former  concluiion  afTert,  ixxvi"i, 
(nor  has  any  probability  to  expeft  an  univerfal,  complete,  ^»*^  »▼•  7> 
flanding  revelation,)  upon  many  fcores  may  appear.     It 
is  from  the  tenor  thereof  evident,  that  it  was  defigned 
only  for  one  fmall  nation,  pofleffing  a  very  inconfiderable 
portion  of  the  earth;  purpofely  diflinguifhed^  and,  as  it 
were,  concealed  from  the  reft  of  mankind ;  and  in  efieft 
fb  remaining  for  many  ages  (until  the  Roman  conquefts 
opened  the  world  and  difcovered  them)  in  a  folitary  ob- 
fcurity ;  fo  that  the  moft  inquifitive  furveyors  of  the  earth, 
and  fearchers  into  the  cuftoms  of  people,  (Herodotus,  for 
inftance,  and  others,)  could  not  difcern  them,  did  take  no 
notice  of  them ;  though  for  their  peculiar  manners  other- 
wife  moft  remarkable.     He  Jlieivedy   faith   the  Pfalmift,  Pf*l.  cxWi. 
his  word  unto  Jacobs  his  Jlatutes  and  judgments  unto  If-     ' 
rael :  he  hath  not  dealt  fo  with  any  nation ;   and  as  for 
his  judgments,  they  have  not  known  them.     I  the  Lord 
am  holy,  and  have  fevered  you  from  other  people,  that  ye 
fhould   he  mine,  faith  God  to  the  Jews,  Levit.  xx.  26. 
and,  Sojhallwe  he  feparated,  faith  Mofes  in  his  addrefsExod. 
to  God,  Exod.  xxxiii.    So^fhall  we  be  feparated,  land  thy"^^''  *^' 
people,  from  all  the  people  that  are  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth:   Thou  art  a  holy  people  unto  the  Lord  thy  God ;I>eut.?ii. 6. 
the  Lord  hath  chofen  thee  to  be  a  fpecial  people  unto  him- 
felf,  above  all  people  that  are  upon  the  face  of  the  earth : 
and  for  this  very  purpofe  (of  diftin6iion  and  feparation) 
many  of  their  laws  were  appointed;  /  am  the  Lord  yoMr Levit.  xx, 
God,  which  have  feparated  you  JVom  other  people:  ye  Jhall    * 
therefore  put  difference  between  clean  beafis  and  unclean, 
&c.     We  fee  the  laws  of  that  religion  particularly  di- 
refted  to  that  people;  Hear,  0  If  rael,  being  the  ufualDcur.jv.  1. 
compellation,  fat  in  the  head  of  them:  and,  /  am  the^c,        * 
Lord  thy    God,   which  brought  tfiee  out  of  the  land  of^^^'  **• 
Egypt,  is  the  introduction  to  the  very  Decalogue  itfelf : 
the  encouragements  alfo  to,  and  difcouragements  from, 
i>bedience,  do  peculiarly  appertain  to  them;  a  long  and 
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profperous  enjoyment  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  if  they  did 

obey ;  and  ifpoffeffion  or  affli6lion  therein,  if  they  fhould 

Dcut.v.33.prefume  to  difobey ;  Youjhall  walk  in  all  the  ways  which 

Ji^o  ^c  ^*  '*^  ^^^  y®"'"  ^^^  *^'*  commanded  you,  thai  ye  may  live, 
and  thai  it  may  be  well  with  you,  and  that  ye  may  prolong 
your  days  in  the  land  which  ye  pojfefs.  Such  were  the 
promifes  exciting  to  obedience;  and  the  threatenings  to 
difobedience  fuitable;  as  every  where  in  their  law  and 
ftory  is  vifible. 

This  revelation  therefore  cannot  be  deemed  general,  fuch 
as  we  argued  in  reafon  might  be  expend  from  him,  who^ 
Pf.  crW.  9.  as  the  Pfalraift  fings,  is  good  to  all,  and  his  tender  merci^^ 
ai^^^ai.  ^'"'^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  works  ;  who  hath  made  of  one  blood  crf'^ 
1  Tim.  IT.  fyvo$  uvbgamoDV,  the  whole  nation  of  mankind^  as  St.  Pai^- 
wittiri.  7."*  ^®  Afts  exprefleth  it ;  who,  as  St.  Peter  there  implie!^^ 
*>•  *3>  *c-  is  no  refpeSier  ofperfons,  or  of  nations ;  who  is  the  Maker:::^ 
Tit.  iii.  4.  ond  Saviour  of  all  men^  and,  as  the  Wife  Man  tells  us  - 
^U^**'**- careth  for  all  alike ;  being  defirous  that  all  men  Jhoulc^ 

Via*  Iszck.       •  /•! 

xfiii.         be  faved^  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth;   no*— 
^^'  "*•    willing  that  any  Jhould  perijh,  but  that  all  men  Jhmdc=^ 
tM$  9tit    come  to  repentance  ;  who  is  not  ^iXfS^aioj  only,  or  f iXiX — 
^^tu      ^'J"*  (^  lover  of  Jews  only,  or  Greeks,)  but  f  iXay^gowoj,  ^ 
P/a/.  Thtau  lover  of  men,  and  ^iXo\tup^o;,  a  lover  of  fouls  j  who,  laftly.^ 
is  not  the  God  of  the  Jews  only^  but  of  the  Gentiles  alfo  ,^ 
as  not  our  Prophets  and  Apoftles  only  tell  us,  but  the 
reafon  of  the  thing,  and  the  voice  of  nature  doth  declare. 
And  as  this  revelation  was  particular,  fo  was  it  alfo 
partial ;  as  God  did  not  by  it  fpeak  his  mind  to  all,  fo 
neither  did  he  in  it  fpeak  out  all  his  mind.     Surveying 
this  reli^on,  may  we  not  eafily  defcry  a  great  redun- 
dance in  the  circumftantial  and  exterior  parts  \  a  great  de- 
feat in  the  fubftantials  and  inwards  thereof?    Ritual  infti- 
tutions  innumerable  we  fee,  nicely  defcribed,  and  ftrongly 
prefled ;  moral  precepts  more  fparingly  delivered,  not  fo 
clearly  explained,  nor  fo  fully  urged  by  rational  induce- 
ments:   obfervation  of  times  and  places;   diflindion  of 
meats  and  habits  \   corporal  cleanfings  and  purgations ; 
modalities  of  outward  fervice  in  facrifices  and  oblations, 
thofe  %%%am\i,occcf,  crapwsy  (Heb.  ix.  9,  10.)  juftifications  of 
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lie  flefli^  that  could  not  perfect  the  obferver^s  confcienoe^ 
(or  mind,  or  inward  man ;)  touch  not,  tafte  not,  handle 
DOt^  mod  largely  and  with  extreme  pun£iuality,  fome  of 
them  under  heavy  penalties  (exciiion  and  extermination) 
mjoined;  while  moral  duties  and  fpiritual  devotions  (fo 
exceedingly  more  agreeable  to  rational  nature,  and  more 
pleafing  to  God)    feem   not  fo  perfe£Uy  provided  for. 
Many  things  are  tacitly  connived  at,  or  plainly  permitted 
to  them,  (as  polygamy,  divorce,  fome  kind  of  revenge 
and  uncharitablenefs,)  which  even  natural  reafon  diflikes 
or  condemns :  God's  placability  and  aptnefs  to  forgive 
great  fins,  wilfully  and  prefumptuoufly  committed,  (fuch 
at  no  man  lives  altogether  free  from,)  not  openly  revealed, 
but  rather  the  contrary  exprefled,  {Curfed  is  he  that  abides  Dmt.xx9Vi, 
not  in  all  things  written  in  this  Law  to  do  them :)  which  ^^^  j||^  ^^ 
excludes   all  aflurance,   and  difcourages  from    hope  of 
mercy;  and  confequently  ob(lru£ls  repentance  and  amend* 
ment  of  life.    And  where  do  we  fee  any  clear  difcovery 
concerning  the  immortality   of  the  foul,  or   the  future 
ftate,  fo  material  a  point  of  religion,  of  fo  great  moment 
to  encourage  virtue  and  piety?   Even  the  Gentile  the- Vid. Ezek. 
ology  feems  more  exprefs  in  this  point,  than  the  Jewifh 
Law ;  and  the  Pagan  priefts  (by  help  of  ancient  tradition) 
feem  to  have  reached  farther  than  the  Hebrew  prophets : 
God  indeed  feems  to  have  {hewed  only  his  back-parts  to 
Mofes ;  when  he  difcovered  no  more  of  his  nature  and 
his  pleafure  to  him;  when  he  feems  to  delight  in,  and 
lay  fo  much  ftrefs  upon,  thofe  carnal  and  ceremonious 
performances.    Neither  do  we  herein  charge  God;  for 
be  did  herein  but  what  wifdom  required :  the  laws  and 
inftitutions  of  this  religion  were  furely  accommodated  to 
the  ftate  and  difpofition   and  capacity   of  that  people; 
people  not  very  ..wife  or  confiderate,  grave  or  conftant, 
meek  or  flexible ;  but  a  very  ftubbom,  froward,  humour- 
ous generation  of  men,  as  their  own  writings  defcribe 
them ;  and  therefore  not  capable  of  perfeft  inftruftion,  or 
rigorous  precepts ;  like  children,  by  reafon  of  the  groff- 
nefs  of  their  apprehenfion,  and  unrulinefs  of  paffion,  not 
«ixe]o»  uji^ooLroLff  (no  proper  auditors,)  of  a  pure  and  accu- 
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rate  difcipllne ;  and  as  with  fuch  God  in  his  wifdom  and 
tender  goodnefs  feems  to  have  dealt  with  them ;  difpenf- 
ing  with  the  infirmities  of  their  age,  and  condefcending  to 
Vid.  Orig.   their  mean  capacities  5  feeding  them  with  milk^  and  in- 
lib.  Ui.       dulging  them  innocent  trifles ;  and  fo  tempering  his  ordi- 
Gr.  V.  6.     nances  given  unto  them,  as  might  bed  ferve  partly  to 
pleafe  and  humour  them,   partly  to  curb  and  redrain 
Gal.  iv.  9.   them  :  whence  St.  Paul  calls  them  poor  and  weak  ele- 
«iew/5,  and  elements  of  the  word,  (fuch  as  vulgar  and  filly 
people   were  fit  to  learn,)  adapted  to  the  learning  and 
•  NiiViM.     pradiiing  of  ^  children ;  the  Law  being  a  fchoolmafter,  to 
keep  them  in  order,  and  prepare  them  for  a  higher  inftnic- 
tidn.     Such  variety  of  fupcrflcial  formalities  might  well 
agree  to  childifli  fancies,  and  content  flavifli  fpirits ;  but  tc^ 
men  improved  in  reafon,  who  could  rclifh  fpiritual  enter- 
tainments, they   mud   needs   feeni   burdcnfome  and  te 
dious:  wife  men  cannot  be  much  afTeSed  with  pomp 
and  folcmnities.     In  the  praftice  of  virtue  and  piety  the 
are  alluring  fweetnefles  and  beauties,  which  it  mud  need 
difplcafe  him,  that  is  fenfible  of  them,  to  be  avoked  from, 
by  an  obligation  to  attend  precifely  to  fuch  an  abundance 
of  outward  faplefs  obfervances ;    to  be  bound  to  che 
fuch  hulks,  neglefting  fo  delicious  a  kernel,  cannot  but 
be  irkfome  and  grievous :  they  are  therefore  dyled  well 
in  the  New  Teftanient  an  intolerable  yoke  and  burden^ 
(Afts  XV.  10,  28.)  and  to  be  freed  of  them  is  a  very  valu<- 
able  privilege,  which  Chrid  hath  purchafed  for  us,  (Gal. 
v.  I.)    It  is  true,  by  degrees  God  imparted  farther  mani* 
fedations  of  light  even  to  that  people,  by  the  examples 
and  indruftions  of  holy  men  and  prophets  fent  among 
them,  in  a  manner  and  upon   occafions   extraordinary: 
Remiffion   holy  men  by  their  pra6lice  (hewed  that  the  rigour  of  the 
clearly  d?f-  '*^  niight  in  fome  cafes  be  relaxed  and  difpenfed  with ; 
covered un- that  a  more  fpiritual  fervice  was  acceptable  to  God;  that 
ifti  difpcn-  ^®  loved  a  purer  devotion  and  a  higher  charity  than  the 
ration,  a     i^^v  required.  And  the  Prophets  often  declared,  that  God 

fundamen-  '  i.  j  v    1      •  . 

tal  point  of  did  not  10  much  delight  in  ceremonious  obfervances  :  but 

religion,     chiefly  did  require  hearty  piety,  perfeft  judice,  and  tender 

charity ;  accompanied  with  mceknefs  and  patience,  tern* 
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;)eTaiice  and  fobriety.  By  them  alfo  God  difcovered 
Qlore  of  his  gracious  difpofition  and  merciful  intentions ; 
diat  be  could  pardon  the  greateft  fins,  and  was  reconcile- 
ible  to  the  moft  heinous  offenders,  upon  fincere  repent- 
ince  and  amendment  of  life.  But  thefe  arbitrary  and  ex- 
traordinary difpenfations  of  farther  light  and  indruftion 
o  the  Jews  do  confirm  our  purpofe,  (hewing  that  God 
lid  not  primarily  intend  the  Jewifh  law  for  a  complete 
dfcovery  of  his  mind ;  having  referved  fo  much  to  be 
lifcovered  in  fit  opportunity,  argues,  that  more  dill  might 
>e  behind ;  as  indeed  we  fee  that  future  life  and  inunor- 
ality  was  not  even  by  the  Prophets  quite  brought  toHcb.viii.6. 
ight ;  that  better  covenant,  eftablifhed  upon  better  pro* 
nifes,  was  not  yet  revealed. 

Yea,  this  religion,  as  it  was  not  univerfal  and  complete, 
b  neither  was  it  immutable  and  perpetual :  itfelf  tells  us,  Deut.  z? iH. 
that  God  hereafter  would  raife  another  Prophet,  (for  ex-  **• 
traordinarinefs  and  eminency  like  to  Mofes,)  which  fhould 
have   words  by  God  put  into  his  mouth,  (new  words, 
Turely,  new  revelations  from  God,)  whom  they  particu- 
larly fhould  be  obliged  to  hear  and  obey  :  that  the  days  Jer.  xxxi, 
9u)uld  come,  when  the  Lord  would  make  a  new  covenant  ^^' 
vith  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  different  from  that  which  he  made 
ivith  their  fathers  after  their  delivery  from  Egypt ;  not  to 
be  written  upon  'ftones,  but  impreffed  upon  men's  hearts  : 
concerning  which  we  may  fay  with  the  author  to  the 
Hebrews,  If  thejirjl  had  been  ifiefiirros,  fault lefs  and  per-  Hcb.viii.;, 
feti,  there  would  have  no  place  been  found  for  thefecond:  ^^* 
and.  By  fpeaking  of  a  new  one,  he  antiquated  the  old  one. 

That  another  priefthood  (liould  infallibly  be  effabliOied, 
not  after  the  order  of  Aaron,  but  after  the  order  of  Mel-  Pfal.  ex.  4. 
chizedek  ;  (not  to  offer  carnal  facrifices,  but  to  impart  fpi- 
ritual  benedi6Uons.) 

That  time  fhould  be,  when  God  would  gather  a// na-lfa.lxvi.i8, 
lions  and  tongues;  and  they  fhould  come  and  fee  his  glory  ;*^* 
and  out  of  them  God  would  take  (that  which  the  Mo- 
faical  cOTiftitution  would  not  permit)  of  them  for  priefts  Vid.  Jer.  iiL 
and  for  Levites, 

That  there  (hould  be  a  Zion,  a  mountain  feated  above  pf.  cxxxii. 

13. 
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all  mountains,  wherein  God  would  place  his  perpetnl 

Miciv.  1,  refidence,  (his  feat  of  worfliip  and  government,)  to  which 

Joel  ii.  98.  ^  nations  fhould  flow,  to  learn  God's  will  and  walk  in 

*^'«fi'  his  ways.  (Which  could  not  be  Jerufalemy  which  is 
long  iince  defolated  ;  and  which,  if  (landing,  could  be  no 
convenient  refort  for  all  the  world ;  it  is  another  fpiritual 
Zion,  a  myftical  rock  is  furely  prophefied  of-) 

Ifa.bcy.i7*     That  God  will  create  a  new  heaven  and  anew  earth; 

*^*  **'      (a  wholly  new  world  and  ftate  of  things  5)  Jo  that  the  for* 
merjhould  not  be  rememlered,  nor  come  into  mind. 

Jod  ii.  98.  That  God  would  pour  his  fpirit  of  prophecy  upon  all 
flefli,  (though  the  prophetical  fpirit  hath  long  deferted  the 

Hsb.li.  i4.Jewi(h  nation;)   that  the  earth  Jhall  be  filled  with  tk^ 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  th^ 
Jea.     (Judaifm   cannot  be  this  knowledge,  which  wa^ 

Mai.  i.  11.  never  likely  to  fill  the  earth.)  Thatyrowi  the  rifiiig  q^ 
the  fun  to  the  going  down  of  the  fame  God's  name  ^^l^ 
be  great  among  the  Gentiles  ;  and  in  every  place  incenf^ 
JhaU  be  offered  unto  his  name,  and  a  pure  offering.  (Ir^ 
every  place  incenfe  (hall  be  offered  unto  God,  not  only  av 
Jerufalem,   to  which   the  Jewifh  fervice  was  confined.^ 

Daa.iz,s4.For  that  a  time  was  determined  to  finifh  tranfgreflion,  andL 
make  an  end  of  fins,  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity^ 
and  introduce  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  to  feal  up  the  vi'! 
lion  and  prophecy ;  and  to  anoint  the  moft  holy  :  that  is, 
in  fine,  that  God  would  fend  the  MeflSas,  to  enlighten  the 
world  with  a  perfeft  inftru£lion;  revealing  God's  will, 
and  declaring  his  mercy  to  mankind ;  to  ere£t  an  univerlkl 
fpiritual  kingdom  over  men's  hearts,  reducing  them  to 
the  knowledge  and  obedience  of  God:  thefe  things  (to 
which  I  might  add  divers  more)  fufficiently  fhew  that  the 
Mofaical  difpenfation  was  but  temporal  and  changeable  ; 
and  that  that  was  intended  by  God  to  be  done,  which 

Hcb.vii.i8.the  author  of  the  Hebrews  afiirms  done  by  Chrift:  an 
abrogation  is  made  of  the  precedent  conunand,  for  it» 

Aik'ri  lUSf.  weaknefs  and  unprofitablenefs,  (its  unprofitablenefs  to  the 

jjj^j^  *'*^*"  purpofes  of  bringing  men  to  fuch  a  fpiritual  fan^ty 
which  would  pleafe  God;)  which  is  another  confideration, 
that  (hews  the  imperfedion  of  the  Jewiih  religion.     If 
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iudaifm  could  not  difpofe  men  to  any  tolerable  degree  of 
>iety  and  righteoafnefs  acceptable  to  God^  (that  which 
3t.  Paul  fo  largely  proves  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Romans,)  Rom.  iii* 
f  it  alfo  tenders  no  favour  or  pardon  to  thofe  which  had 
ranigreiled  the  Law  and  offended  God,  (which  he  alfo  Gal.  iii.  ftc. 
here  and  otherwhere  (hews,)  it  was  neceflary,  that  either 
dl  men  (hould  lie  under  a  defperate  ilavery  to  fin  and 
^It,  or  that  God  (hould  difcover  another  way  of  right- 
^oufnefs  and  mercy  to  be  obtained. 

That  the  Chriftian  doctrine  did  proceed  from  Grod,  is  a 
principle  upon  which  our  faith  of  all  particular  articles  in 
JUT  Creed  doth  rely;  the  truth  and  reafonablenefs  of 
irhich  I  began  to  (hew,  proceeding  by  fome  fleps;  where* 
of  the  firft  was,  the  probability  that  God  (hould  reveal 
Tuch  a  doctrine  for  the  benefit  and  diredion  of  mankind; 
the  fecond,  that  no  other  religion  can  pretend  to  fuch  a 
revelation :  thefe  aflertions  do  well  prepare  our  way  to  a 
third,  (which  now  we  proceed  to)  that  I  might  farther 
confider  how  unfuitable  the  Jewi(h  religion  was  to  the 
common  nature  and  genius  of  mankind;  and  therefore 
unapt  to  prevail  upon  men's  minds :  Judceorum  mos  ahfur^ 
duSfJbrdidufque,  (the  Jewlfli  way  of  religion  is  uncouth 
and  fordid,)  was  Tacitus's  cenfure;  but  it  agreed  to  theHift.  v.  5. 
general  conceit  of  men  about  it,  at  that  time  when  it  be- 
gan to  be  commonly  known  and  obferved :  and  a  reli^on 
fo  little  plaufible  or  probable,  (fo  apt  to  be  difliked  and 
defpifed,)  it  is  not  likely  that  God  would  commend  to  the 
generality  of  mankind.  But  I  will  not  farther  infiA  upon 
this  argument;  but  proceed  to  aflert, 

3dly,  That  the  Chri(Han  doftrine  is  in  all  refpeSs  fuch 
as  might  become  God  to  be  the  author  of;  worthy  bis 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  to  reveal  and  impofe  upon  mankind. 
We  cannot  imagine  a  better,  more  clearly  true,  more  full 
and  exa&;  more  (atisfaftory  to  our  minds  and  to  our 
wants :  we  have  therein  the  nature  and  will  of  God  plain- 
ly declared,  fo  far  as  it  is  fit  and  ufeful  for  us  to  know 
them;  together  with  our  relations  to  him,  and  all  the 
date  of  our  own  fouls :  an  exa£t  rule  of  life  prefcribed  to 
us,  with  all  fit  helps  and  proper  encouragements  to  the 
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perfofmance  of  our  duty ;  the  way  of  obtainitig  all  the 
happinefs  we  are  capable  of,  and  avoiding  all  mifery,  clear- 
ly fet  before  us;  all  the  darknefs  removed,  the  doubtg 
refolved,  the  miftakes  correfted,  with  which  mankind,  in 
thofe  matters  of  higheft  concernment,  hath  been  hitherto 
dilhirbed  and  dift rafted*  It  affigns,  I  fay,  a  true  and  lively 
charafter  of  God;  true,  becaufe  worthy  of  him;  agree- 
able to  whatever  reafon  diftatcs,  and  the  works  of  nature 
fhew  concerning  him ;  afcribing  all  conceivable  perfections 
to  him  in  the  higheft  degree,  and  aflerting  all  his  due 
rights  and  prerogatives ;  omnifcient  wifdom  and  almighty 
power;    infinite  benignity   and  beneficency   toward   his 
creatures;  fupreme  majefty  and  authority  over  all;  having 
made  all  things  with  efpccial  regard  to  man;  and  uphold- 
ing them  with  the  fame  gracious  refpeft ;  and  governing 
them  with  a  particular  care  and  providence ;  fearching  all 
the  thoughts,  and  ordering  all  the  aftions  of  men  to  a 
general  (and  ultimate)  good  end :  this  is  the  firft  excel- 
lency of  our  religion,  which  is  great,  both  as  to  the  obje6t 
and  influence  thereof.    The  ignorance  of  God's  nature,  or 
mifconceptions  about  him,  what  mifchief  and  what  fuper- 
ftitions  do   they  not   produce  in  the  worfliip  of  God  l 
Chriftian  religion  reprefents  him  in  his  effence  one,  per- 
fcftly  fimple,  fpiritual,  omniprefent,  eternal,  impaffible, 
and  immutable ;  felf-fufficient  and  infinitely  happy :    in 
his  interior  difpofition  of  will  and  in  all  his  purpofes  ab- 
folutely  free,  pure,  and  holy;  juft,  faithful,  and  conftant: 
in  all  his  dealings  with  rational  creatures,  as  very  careful 
and  tender  of  their  good ;  exceedingly  gracious  and  mer- 
ciful toward  them ;  fo  in  nowife  fond  or  indulgent,  but 
impartially  juft  and  fevere  againft  all  iniquity,  obftinately 
purfued  and  perfifted  in;  moft  amiable  in  his  goodnefs, 
moft  terrible  in  his  juftice,  moft  glorious  and  vxnerablejn 
all  his  proceedings :  it  reprefents  him  companionate  of 
our  evils;  placable  for  our  offences;   acceffible,  and  in- 
clinable to  help  us  in  our  needs.    Thus,  but  with  advan- 
tage beyond  what  I  can  exprefs,  it  defcribes  God  to  us, 
mixing  nothing  unworthy  or  miflbecoming  him,  (as  other 
religions  and  doftrines  may  be  obferved  to  do;)  adding 
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nothing  repugnant  to  what  natural  light  difcerns  or  ap- 
proves, but  (hewing  fomething  befide  and  beyond  what  it 
can  difcover;  concerning  his  incomprehenfible  nature  and 
manner  of  fubfiftence ;  his  unfearchable  counfels  of  wif- 
dom;  his  admirable  ways  of  providence;  whereby  he 
hath  defigned  to  commend  his  goodnefs  and  glorify  his 
juitice  to  us :  which  kind  of  truths,  (exceeding  the  reach 
of  human  invention  and  capacity,)  as  it  becomes  God  (fo 
far  tranfcending  us  in  wifdom  and  knowledge)  to  reveal 
them,  fo  they  fo  wonderfully  fuiting  to  the  perfeftions  of 
God  otherwife  difcemible  by  us,  do  argu6  the  divinity  of 
the  do£bine  that  acqudnts  us  with  them.  That  Grod 
(hould  fend  his  Son  out  of  his  bofom,  to  partake  our  na^ 
ture,  and  appear  in  our  flefh;  to  manifeft  his  will  unto  us  j 
to  fet  before  us  an  exa£t  pattern  of  holy  life,  (the  moft 
difficult  parts  efpecially  thereof,  humility  and  patience;) 
by  his  obedience  and  fuffering  to  expiate  our  Kin  and 
reconcile  Grod  to  mankind,  is  a  myftery  indeed  and  depth 
of  goodnefs,  which  our  reafon  cannot  fathom,  which  we 
can  better  admire  than  underftand:  but  neither  can  any 
reafon  contradi£t  or  difprove  it :  nothing  can  be  incredible 
to  us  concerning  that  immenfe  goodnefs,  whofe  common 
care  of  us  even  in  matters  of  ordinary  providence  is  fo 
wonderful  and  unaccountable,  that  the  confideration 
thereof  made  Job  and  the  Pfalmift  thus  exclaim ;  ffOiai 
is  many  that  thou  Jhouldeji  magnify  him?  and  that  thou 
Jhoiddeftfet  thy  heart  upon  himP  (Job  vii.  17.)  Lord,  what 
is  man,  that  thou  takeji  knowledge  of  him!  or  the  fon  of 
nuifij  that  thou  makeft  account  of  him!  (Pfal.  cxiiv.  3. 
viii.  4.) 

2.  This  dodrine  alfo  informs  us  concerning  ourfelves, 
and  the  date  of  our  fouls;  concerning  the  noblenefs  of 
dur  extraflion  and  the  dignity  of  our  nature,  derived  from 
God  and  refembling  him ;  how  we  fell  from  our  original 
felicity,  and  lapfed  into  this  wretched  blindnefs,  error,  and 
diforder  of  foid,  into  this  ftate  of  frailty,  forrow,  and 
mifery,  by  our  diflruft  and  difobedience  to  God;  how 
being  thus  eftrapged  from  God,  and  expofed  to  his  wrath- 
ful difpleafurei  we  may  recover  again  his  love  and  favour, 
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and  may^  by  returning  to  God  and  complying  with  hia 
will^  be  r^inftated  in  a  happy  conditionj  more  happy  &r 
than  that  from  which  we  fell ;  that  our  fouls  are  immor- 
tal^ (a  point  which  the  wifeft  men  have  fo  much  difputed 
about,  and  doubted  of;  and  in  the  certain  decifion  of 
which  they  would  have  been  fo  muchfatisfied,)  and  what 
its  ftate  ihall  be  after  its  feparation  from  this  body^  fuited 
to  its  demeanour  and  demerits  in  this  life;  what  a  judg- 
ment and  trial  all  our  a^ons  (even  our  moft  feciet 
thoughts  and  words)  muft  undergo  after  this  life:  thelb 
fo  important  truths,  fo  ufefiil  for  the  (atis£a&ion  of  our 
minds  and  the  dire^on  of  our  lives,  fo  condudbte  to  the 
clearing  of  our  notions,  even  concerning  nature  and  the 
courle  of  things  in  this  world,  this  do£hnne  plainly  (hews 
us:  and  is  it  not  in  that  refpe£k  worthy  to  come  from 
God^  who  alone  could  teach  and  fatisfy  us  in  thefc 
things  ? 

3.  As  for  that  rule  of  life  it  prefcribes  us,  nothing  can 
be  more  exa^y  agreeable  to  our  reafon,  more  perfedive 
of  our  nature,  more  conducible  either  to  the  public  good, 
or  to  our  private  content.  What  can  be  more  juft  and 
reafonaUe,  than  all  thofe  duties  of  piety  which  it  re- 
quires ;  than  higheft  efteem  and  honour  of  him,  which  is 
moft  excellent ;  moft  hearty  love  and  affedion  to  him,  who 
is  in  himfelf  moft  good,  toward  us  moft  beneficent ;  moft 
awful  fear  of  him,  who  is  fo  powerful,  fo  pure,  fo  juft  and 
fevere ;  gratitude  to  him,  from  whom  we  have  received 
our  being,  and  all  our  good  things;  truft  and  hope  in 
him,  who  can  do  what  he  will,  and  will  do  whatever  ho 
hath  promifed,  and  whatever  in  reafon  we  can  expe£l 
from  his  goodnefs ;  all  obedience  and  obfervance  of  him, 
whofe  children  and  fervants  and  fubjeds  we  are  bom  ? 
Can  there  be  a  greater  privilege,  than  liberty  of  acceft  to 
him  in  our  needs,  who  is  alone  able  to  fupply  them  ?  Can 
we  defire  upon  eafier  terms  to  receive  benefits,  than  by 
acknowledging  our  wants  and  afking  for  them  ?  Is  there 
a  more  equal  or  favourable  kind  of  latisfaAion  for  our 
offences,  than  confeffion,  and  repenting  of  them?  Is  it 
not  fit  we  fliould  endeavour  to  promote  his  glory,  who 
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Imth  been  fo  careful  of  ours  i  The  pra6tjce  of  fuch  a  piety 
cannot  but  produce  excellent  fruits^  a  joyful  peace  of  con** 
icieiide,  a  comfortable  hope^  a  freedom  from  all  fuperfti- 
tious  terrors  and  afirightments ;  and  therefore  is  not  our 
obligation  to  thefe  duties  moil  reafonable  ?  And  for  our 
behayiour  toward  each  other^  what  better  directions  can 
we  have,  than  thofe  which  our  Gofpel  affords  us :  that 
we  cordially  love  one  another^  eamefUy  defire  each  other's 
good^  pity  all  the  evils  of  our  brethren^  be  ready  to  afford 
them  all  the  help  and  comfort  we  can,  not  limiting  this 
our  charity^  but  extending  it  to  all,  in  imitation  of  God's  Gal.  ?i.  ia« 
bouodlefs  beneficence;  that  we  fhoiild  mutuajly  bear  in-    ***^***** 
firmides,  and  pardon  all  injuries  done  us,  not  rendering 
evil  for  evil,  but  requiting  evil  with  good;  that  we  be 
juft  and  honeft  in  all  our  dealings,  obfervant  of  all  duties 
coaceming  our  relations,  diligent  in  our  callings,  peace-^ 
able  and  quiet  in  our  ilations^  refpeAive  and  obedient  to 
our  fiiperiors^  meek  and  gentle  and  courteous  in  our  be- 
ha^ur  toward  all  men,  rooting  out  all  malice,  wrath, 
envy,  ftrife,  animofity,  ill  fufpicion  out  of  our  hearts,  for- 
bearing to  revile,  {lander,  detra6l,  or  raflily  to  cenfure  any 
man.    Now  what  great  benefits  is  it  not  evident  that  the 
pra&ice  of  fuch  duties  would  bring  forth  ?   What  mif- 
chiefB  would  it  prevent  7  How  fociable,  and  pleafant,  and 
iecure  a  life  fhould  we  lead  therein  ?  What  innumerable 
griefs  and  troubles,  fears   and  fufpicions,  difcompofures 
and  diftra£tions  of  mind  at  home ;  what  dangers,  tumults, 
confiifions,  and  tragedies  abroad,  would  it  remove  ?  This 
part  therefore  of  our  nile  plainly  deferves  the  impreflion 
(rf*  divine  authority  upon  it.  *  As  for  the  precepts  concern- 
ing ihe  management  of  ourfelves,  our  own  fouls  and  bo- 
dies'; thofe  which  oblige  us  to  be  humble  and  modeft, 
calili  and  ferene,  contented  and  patient,  pure  and  chafte, 
(bber  and  temperate,  banifhing  idl  haughty  conceits  and 
vain  opinions  OQuceming  ourfelves,  regulating  our  paflions  i  Thef.  iv. 
and  reftraining  our  appetites,  moderating  ourfelves  in  all  ' 
oofp<»real  enjoyments,  poflefllifig  our  veffels  in  fandity  and 
honour,  abftaifibg  from  all  unlawful  and  irregular  plea- 
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fures;  (bafe  in  kind  or  exceffive  in  degree,)  which  may 
corrupt  our  minds,  or  impair  our  healths,  or  difturb  our 
quiet :  it  prohibits  us  not  the  ufe  of  any  creature,  whence 
we  may  receive  any  profit  or  delight,  but  indulges  us  a  pru- 
dent and  fober  enjoyment  of  them  all,  with  fenfe  of  God's 
goodnefs  and  thankfulnefs,  (i  Tim.  iy.  4.)     And  who  fees 
not  what  benefit  and  convenience  doth  accrue  to  us  from 
Phil.  iv.  6.  obeying  fuch  commands  ?  In  few  words;  IVhatfoever  things 
are  truey  whaifoever  things  are  juft^  whatjoever  things  are 
decent^  whatfoever  things  are  pure,  whatjoever  things  are 
lovely,  whatfoever  things  are  of  good  report,  if  there  be  any 
virtue  or  any  praife,  thofe  things  the  Chriftian  dofbrine  en- 
joins us  to  regard  and  praftife.     And  what  other  reli^on, 
I  pray,  or  what  philofophy,  hath  fo  perfe^y  and  clearly, 
with  fuch  confiftence  and  with  fuch  confidence,  tau^t  us 
the  like  ?    If  any  have  taught  us  fome  of  them,  (as  it  is 
no  wonder  if  they  (hould,  fince  all  of  them  are  fo  plainly 
agreeable  to  good  reafon,)  yet  could  none  prefs  them 
with  fuch  effe£tual  inducements,  nor  enforce  the  praAice 
of  them  upon  fo  true  and  neceiTary  grounds*    Some  phi- 
lofophies  have  highly  commended  virtue,  and  vehemently 
exhorted  thereto ;  but  the  ends  are  mean  which  they  aim 
at,  the  grounds  very  weak  from  which  they  argue:  pre- 
fent  fatisfa£tion  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  fafety,  quiet, 
convenience,  and  pleafure  of  this  life ;  can  they  perfuade 
men  eafily  that  thefe  are  fuificient  inducements  fo  care- 
fully and  painfully  to  follow  virtue  ?  Doth  that  thing  de- 
ferve  fuch  mighty  elogies,   which   hath  no  greater  re- 
wards or  benefits  than  thofe  attending  it?    No,  furely. 
He  that  tells  us,  by  doing  thefe  things  we  (hall  imitate  the 
higheft  goodnefs,  we  fhall  honour  God  and  pleafe  him, 
we  (hall  perform  a  duty  of  gratitude  to  our  great  Benefac- 
tor, we  ihall  obtain  the  love  and  favour  of  God,  we  (hall 
avoid  his  wrath  apd  difpleafilre,  we  (hall  acquire  not  only 
comfort  and  peace  of  confcience  here,  but  an  everlafUng 
crown  of  joy  and  blifs  hereafter ;  he  propoundeth  ends 
infinitely  more  noble,  he  ufeth  arguments  incomparably 
mod  efficacious  and  perfuafive  to  the  prance  of  virtue. 
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No  pfailoibphy  in  any  meafure  reprefents  virtue  fo  truly 
upon  all  accounts  eflimable  and  eligible  as  this ;  none  can 
diibover  the  excellent  fruits  that  grow  upon  it. 

4.  Neither  doth  this  religion  only  teach  and  perfuade 
us  to  fo  excellent  a  way  of  life,  but  (what  no  other  law 
or  dodrine  pretends  to)  it  fhews  us  the  means,  it  affordeth 
us  help  and  ability  to  praSife  it ;  (without  which,  fuch  is 
the  £railty  of  our  nature^  experience  fliews,  that  all  in- 
ftru&ion  or  exhortation  whatever  would  fignify  little;)  it 
is  no  dead  letter,  but  hath  a  quickening  Spirit  accompany* 
ing  it;  it  founds  not  only  through  the  ear,  but  imprefles 
itfelf  upon  the  heart :  if  our  mind  be  doubtful  or  dark,  it 
dire&s  us  to  a  fure  oracle,  where  we  may  receive  certain 
counfel  and  information  :  if  our  paflions  be  turbulent,  and 
our  appetites  outrageous;  if  temptation  overbear  us,  it 
leadeth  us  thither,  whence  we  may  procure  ftrength  tp 
refift  and  fubdue  them.    This  doflbrine,  laftly,  fiiUy  fatis- 
fies  us  about  that  inquiry  which  Kath  fo  much  perplexed 
all  men,  and  with  fo  much  final  irrefolution  hath  exercifed 
philofophers,  wherein  man's  happinefs  confifts,  and  what 
the  means  are  to  attain  to  it :  that  it  doth  not  coniifl  in 
any  pne  of  thefe  tranfitory  things,  nor  in  a  confluence  of 
them  all;  but  in  the  favour  of  God,  and  enjoyment  of  him, 
and  in  the  bleflings  flowing  thence ;  which  happinefs  only 
by  a  £ncere  and  conflant  obedience  to  God's  command- 
ments, a  pradice  of  that  virtue  and  piety,  (in  mod  part 
befojie  ipecified,)  is  obtainable.     Such  is  the  tenor  of  the 
Cfarifiian  dodrine :  thefe  things  it  difcovers  and  teaches, 
not  with  fine  methods  of  artificial  eloquence  and  fubtilty, 
xsMli  avtfpowrivijj  crof  laj  Xoyoij,  the  perfuafive  words  of  hu*  1  Cor.  H.  4. 
man  wifdom,  but  with  a  majefHc  fimplicity,  confidence,  ^^•^'%J^^* 
and  authority,  with  demonftration  of  Spirit  and  power  ;^vS«i. 
fuch  as  becomes  the  fovereign  Lord  to  ufe,  when  he 
vouchfafes  to  declare  his  mind.     I  (hould  have  interpofed 
this  very  material  obfervation,  that  Chriftianity  requires 
chiefly,  and  in  a  manner  only,  a  rational  and  fpiritual  fer- 
vice,  not  clogged  with  multitude  of  external  rites  and  ob-^ 
fervances;  (tbofe.few  it  enjoins  are  plainly  moft  reafon- 

ablp,  very  decent  and  ufeful,  fit  to  inftrud  us  in  and  ex- 
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cite  us  to  our  duty;)  which  fhews  that  tlus  revelation  iB 
complete,  fuitable  to  the  moft  adult  age^  the  moft  ripe  and 
improved  capacities  of  man.  But  I  mufl  leave  this  pcuot: 
and,  I  think,  thus  much  may  fuffice  to  fhew,  that  adodiiDe 
(o  beneficial  and  fatisfa&ory  to  mankind,  fo  exceedin^y 
beautiful  and  anouable,  fo  agreeable  to  reafon,  and  yet  fo 
much  furpaffing  it,  may  vtrell  be  fuppofed  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  divine  authority  and  revelation:  Nim  vox 
hominem  Jonat ;  the  true  tone  and  air  of  it  foimds  abote 
the  voice  of  man ;  its  looks  fo  much  refemble  the  divine 
wifdom  and  goodnefs,  one  cannot  think  it  had  any  other 
parent. 

To  thefe  abftra£ted  confiderations  I  add,  (which  is  the 
laft  ftej)  of  our  difcourfe,) 

Laflly,  that  de  faBoy  in  very  deed,  Grod  hath  aflerted 
and  attefted  to  the  Chriftian  dodrine.  God  is  himfelf  in- 
vifible  and  indifcemible  to  our  fenfes ;  neither  could  we 
endure  the  luftre  and  glory  of  his  immediate  prefence :  it 
mud  be  therefore  by  works  fupematural  and  extraordinary 
(fuch  as  no  creature  can  efTeft  or  counterfeit)  that  he  muft 
(if  ever  aiTuredly)  (ignify  his  mind  and  purpofe  to  us :  and 
of  fuch  there  is  no  kind  of  atteftation  needful  or  (perhi^) 
poflible,  which  God  hath  not  afforded  to  this  do&rine* 
He  had  by  many  feveral  prophecies,  in  different  times^ 
long  before  preiignified,  that  he  would  make  fuch  a  reve- 
lation to  mankind,  to  be  difpenfed  by  a  Perfon  extraordi- 
narily qualified,  and  efpecially  to  be  favoured  by  himfeU^ 
whom  therefore  the  Jewifh  nation  did  with  much  defire 
expe6t;  to  which  prophecy,  as  no  other  hath  appeared 
that  can  pretend  to  agree,  fo  this  is  very  congmoui*  And 
this  is  one  way  moft  proper  to  God  of  attefting  his  mind ; 
becaufe  it  cannot  be  anywife  counterfeited,  it  being  only 

MattJii.     in  God's  power  to  foretel  fuch  future  events.    Another 
way  is  by  exprefs  voices  and  apparitions  from  heaven; 

Matt.  xvii.  and  by  thefe  God  declared  the  fame  at  feveral  fit  feafons  t 

Lukcix.     *^  ^^*  '^^^^  ^^^  Baptift  (that  moft  juft  and  holy  perfon,  fo 
taken  and  acknowledged  by  all,  even  by  his  enemies  that 

a  Pet.  i.  16,  murdered  him)  when  Jefus  was  baptized ;  to  St.  Peter,  and 
^'  St.  John,  and  St.  James,  three  moft  credible  witnefies,  if 
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any  can  be,  concerning  matter  of  && ;  and  agiun,  before 
the  nrahitade,  a  little  before  hid  death;  to  St.  Paul,  ajohnxH. 
perfim  alfo  in  all  refpeds  credible,  and  in  moft  remark-  ^'' 
able  circumftances :  and  fuch  atteftations  as  thefe  it  is  not 
likely  God  would  fufier  to  be  given  to  falfehood  or  im- 
pofture :  if  any  creature  ihould  be  fo  daring  as  to  endea- 
vour it,  we  cannot  reafonably  deem  that  God  would  per- 
mit his  name  and  authority  (in  fo  dired:  a  manner)  to  be 
abnfed. 

3*  But  farther,  to  thwart  the  courfe  of  nature,  and  aft 
againft  its  eftabliihed  laws,  can  only  belong  to  him  who 
is  Lord  of  nature,  who  made  it,  and  upholds  it,  and  go-Jer.v.  93. 
vems  it  by  a  perpetual  decree :  and  this,  in  favour  and 
countenance  to  this  doftrine,  hath  God  performed,  not 
once,  but  often,  in  many  places,  through  a  lopg  courfe  of 
dme,  in  feveral  ways,  by  many  inftruments,  moft  openly  Heb.  u.  4. 
and  vifibly.     Numerous  were  fuch  fupematural  works*or«,  jobn 
peifbrmed  by  the  principal  author  of  this  doftrine,  our***'* 
Lord  himfelf ;  many  of  them  fo  public  and  palpable,  that 
they  convinced  many  of  the  fpeftators;   and  them  not 
only  indifferent  and  ingenuous  people,  but  thofe  who 
were  moft  unwilling  to  be  convinced,  and  aftiamed  or 
afraid  to  acknowledge  their  conviftion.    Many,  faith  St.  John  ii.  23. 
John,  believed  on  himf  beholding  the  miracles  that  he  did. 
Nicodemus  came  fecretly  to  him,  and  confefled  thus ;  /7%  John  iii.  2. 
know  that  thou  hq/i  come  a  teacher  from  Ood:  for  no  man 
can  do  thefe  miracles  which  thou  doeft,  except  God  be  with 
him.    Again  it  is  faid;  Many  of  the  people  believed  fnjohavu.31. 
Aim,  faying.  When  Chri/i  comes,  will  he  do  more  miracles 
than  this  man  hath  doneP  Alfo  of  the  rulers,  many  £«-johnxii.42. 
iieved  on  him ;  but  becatfe  of  the  Pharifees  they  did  not 
^onfefs  it,  left  they  Jhould  be  put  out  of  the  fynagogue. 
JFhatJkall  wedof  laith  the  Chief  Priefts  and  Pharifees;  johnzi.  47. 
^or  this  man  doth  many  wonders.    If  we  thus  let  him  alone, 
ali  men  will  believe  on  him.    St.  Peter  thus  confidently 
appeals  to  the  Jewifti  nation ;  Ye  men  of  Ifrael,  hear  thefe  \a3  ii.  32. 
words ;  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  a  man  approved  (or  demon- 
ftrated)  by,  qr  from,  God  among  you  by  miracles  and  won* 
ders  andfgns,  which  God  did  by  him  in  the  midfl  of  you, 

T4 


^So  An  Expofilion  on  the  Creed. 

as  you  your/elves  know.    So  notorious  were  many  of  our 
Saviour's  miracles^  that  his  worft  adverfaries  could  not 
but  acknowledge  them :  and  of  thefe  the  moft  fignal^  his 
refurreftion,  was  fuch,  that  no  evafion  feems  devifable  to 
withfland  either  its  truth  as  to  the  feA,  or  its  force  to  con- 
firm our  purpofe,  (that  God  did  atteft  to  this  dodrine^ 
Aasxrii.    by  it  indeed  God  did^  as  St.  Paul  fpeaks^  v/fiy  iro^tiy 
Rom.  i.  4.  ^^h  yield  an  argument  moft  perfuafive  to  all,  that  what 
1  Pet.  i.  8.  our  Saviour  taught  (particularly  concerning  the  immor- 
tality of  our  fouls^  the  refurre£tion  of  pur  bodies^  and  the 
judgment  to  come)  is  moft  certainly  true.    That  our  Sa- 
viour really  died^  all  the  world  could  teftify,  (no  death 
Vid.  ABs    was  ever  more  folemn  or  remarkable ;)  that  he  rofe  again, 
Aaii.*      was  attefted  not  by  one  or  two,  but  by  many  perfons, 
(thofe  moft  familiarly  acquainted  with  him,)  who  did  not 
fee  him  once,  in  pafling,  at  a  diftance,  but  often,  for  a 
good  time,    (forty  days  together,)  converfed  with  him, 
(above  five  hundred  of  fuch  perfons  at  once  did  fee  hinij 
iCor. zv.6.as  St.  Paul  tells  us;)  fo  that  they  could  not  be  deceived 
y  ***  "^"' themfelves  therein,  being  aurMou,  and   avrijxooi  t5  k(ye^ 
Luke  i.  a.   perfeAly  informed  concerning  the  matter  as  eyes  and  ears 
t  Pet.  i.  16.  could  make  them  :  not  having  followed  cunningly  deuced 
fahles^  did  we  acquaint  you  with  the  power  and  prefence 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl ;  but  being  iToVlai  t^j  ixilvs  yjtya" 
1  John  i.  i.XMiorrHoSf  having  a  full  view  of  his  majefty :  and,  IVhut  we 
heard  ourfelves^  what  we  did  fee  with  our  eyes,  what  our 
hands  did  feely  of  the  IVordof  Ife:  fuch,  as  to  their  ability 
of  teftiiying  the  truth,  was  thefe  men's  teftimony:  and 
concerning  the  fidelity  and  honefty  of  thefe  witneffes,  that 
they  ftiould  not  cither  ip  this  cafe  (or  concerning  other 
actions  of  Chrift  which  they  attefted  to)  wilfully  deceive 
others,  there  be  prefumptions  as  great  as  can  be.     They 
were   men   that  preached  all  goodnefs  and  fincerity  to 
others,  and  in  other  things  irreprovably  praftifed  them : 
they  could  have  no  defign  imaginable  upon  any  profit,  or 
honour,  or  advantage  whatever  to  themfelves ;  (they  re- 
fiifed  all;  they  willingly  underwent  all  affli£tions  and  dif- 
graces  for  the  fake  of  this  very  teftimony;  bearing  the 
crofs  was  the  officium  they  pretended  to  undertake,  and 
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the  hefMficmm  too  they  did  promife  themfelves  to  enjoy 
in  this  world.)     Peace  of  confcience^  and  hope  of  future 
reward^  was  plainly  all  the  fupport  they  had;  neither  of 
which  they  could  have  enjoyed  or  expe£led  in  the  main- 
tenance of  a  lie ;  perfecution  from  men,  and  damnation 
from  God,  they  muft  be  fure  of,  if  confcious  of  fo  villano* 
OU8  a defign,  to  abufe  the  world  with  a  tale:  neither  were 
they  downright  madmen  or  fools,    (as  they  muft  have 
been,  if  they  could  have  believed  themfelves,  or  thought 
to  perfuade  others,  fuch  ftories,  had  they  been  falfe ;)  their 
excellent  writings  (hew  the  contrary,  and  the  prodigious 
efficacy  their  endeavours  found :  fo  unanimous  a  confent, 
fb  clear  a  confidence,  fo  firm  refolution,  fo  mvincible  con- 
fiancy  and  patience,  nothing  but  truth  itfelf  and  a  good 
confcience  could  infpire  men  with.     It  is  poflible,  in  mat- 
ter of  fpeculation  andfubtilty,  men  upon  weak  grounds 
might  be  defperately  pertinacious  \  but  in  matter  of  faft 
to  be  fo,  none  in  fuch  circumftances  and  to  fuch  purpofes 
could  be  fo  bafely  ftupid ;  no  fuch  men  furely.    No  mat- 
ter of  faft  ever  had,  nor  could  have  in  any  refpeft,  a 
ftronger  atteftation :  to  doubt  or  diftruft  it  were  to  invali- 
date all  proof  by  teftimony ;  (upon  which  yet  all  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice,  all  commerce  and  tranfa£tion  of  hu- 
man affairs,  doth  in  a  manner  fubfift  and  depend ;)  it  wero 
to  embrace  the  vanity  of  the  moft  impudently  pertinacious 
fceptics :  and  admitting  the  truth  of  their  teftimony,  (as 
if  we  be  reafonable  and  ingenuous  we  muft,)  to  believe 
that  God  ftiould  do  fuch  works,  or  ftiould  permit  them  to 
be  done,  ((hould  lend  his  fovereign  power  and  interpofe  an 
extraordinary  hand,)  for  procuring  credit  to  a  falfehood ; 
that  he  fhould  fo  far  contribute  to  men's  delufion  in  mat- 
ters of  this  nature,  concerning  his  own  honour  and  men's 
falvation,  is  a  conceit  as  blafphemous  and  difhonourable 
to  God,  as  derogatory  to  his  attributes  of  wifdom,  juflice, 
and  goodnefs,  as  can  be.    This  kind  of  atteftation  did  God 
yield,  not  only  to  the  perfon  of  our  Lord,  but  to  his  dif- 
ciples  and  followers  for  a  long  time  after,  as  by  the  fame 
authentic  teftimonies  doth  appear;  yea  it  continued  for 
fome  ages,  fo  long  as  any  fuch  extraordinary  means  were 
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needfiil  or  convenient  for  convidion  of  the  wiM^d ;  as  by 
many  exprefs  pailages  in  Tertullian,  Juftin  Martyr,  Ori- 
gen,  Cyprian,  and  other  ancient  writers,  might  be  (hewed. 
I  (hall  only  add  one  kind  of  divine  confirmation  morei 
which  was  that  of  an  extraordinary  providence  attendii^ 
this  do&rine  in  the  conveyance  and  propagation  thereof; 
that  by  the  miniftry  of  a  few  mean,  poor,  unlearned,  and 
fimple  men,  without  any  outward  circumftances  com- 
mending them  to  men's  regard;  without  any  affiftanoe  of 
power,  any  fubtilty  of  wit,  any  trains  of  policy,  any  elo- 
quence of  fpeech,  any  external  advantage  difcemible ;  yea 
againft  all  thefe^  againft  the  utmoft  endeavours  of  all  the 
force  in  the  world,  all  politic  devices,  all  cruel  perfecu- 
tions ;  againft  all  prejudices  of  education,  public  law,  in- 
veterate cuftom ;  againft  moft  fubtle  and  eloquent  adver- 
faries,  it  (hould  in  a  (hort  time  fo  vaftly  prevail,  fo  that 
within  a  while  all  the  power,  and  wit,  and  eloquence  of 
man  did  fubmit  unto  it  and  ferve  under  it,  is  an  argument 
that  God  did  interpofe  his  almighty  hand :  no  lefs  power 
could  efied:  fo  unaccountable  a  charge :  it  feems  no  lefs 
a  miracle  in  matters  of  this  nature,  (a  moral  or  political 
miracle  I  may  call  it,)  than  to  blow  up  a  great  oak  with 
one's  breath,  or  remove  a  mountain  with  a  word  fpeaking, 
would  be  a  miracle  in  nature. 

I  might  adjoin,  that  this  doctrine  being  fo  much  di- 
re&ed  againft,  fo  vigoroufly  impugning,  the  domination 
and  delufion  of  wicked  fpirits,  (being  fo  prejudicial  and 
deftru&ive  to  the  intereft  of  hell,)  all  the  malice,  wit,  and 
power  of  the  devil  we  may  prefume  employed  againft  it; 
and  fuch  potent  combinations  of  mundane  and  infernal 
force  to  withftand,  fubdue,  and  overthrow,  cannot  juftly 
or  reafonably  be  afcribed  to  any  other  power  than  that  of 
heaven.  The  proceeding  alfo  in  fo  meek  and  quiet  a  way, 
without  any  tumult  or  terror,  not  rudely  forcing  men's 
outward  compliance,  but  fweetly  drawing  their  hearts 
into  the  love  and  approbation  of  this  do£trine,  fo  different 
from  the  courfe  of  human  proceeding,  fo  becoming  the 
divine  goodnefs,  doth  well  confent  and  confer  to  the  effi- 
cacy of  this  difcourfe.     But  I  cannot  infift  longer  on  thefe 
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^1^8*1  y^  think  I  may  well  upon  all  thefe  premifes 
(though  very  flightly  and  curforily  handled)  conclude^ 
that  the  Chriftian  dodrine  did  proceed  from  God. 

I  (hall  briefly  touch  the  laft  principle;  that  there  be  pro- 
per and  fui&cient  means  by  which  we  may  difcem  the 
genmne  do6brine8  and  diSates  of  Chriitianity.    Indeed  if 
there  were  not  fuch^  our  difcourfe  hitherto  ufed  would  be 
all  vain,  having  no  certain  fcope  or  fubje£l ;  to  no  purpofe 
had  God  difpenfed  a  revelation  for  the  dire^on  and  bene- 
fit of  mankind,  if  he  had  not  withal  provided  means  of 
apprehending  it  with  a  competent  certainty,  fuch  at  leaft 
as  might  fuffice  to  engage  men  honeft  and  moderately 
wife  upon  the  practice  of  all  neceflary  duties  prefcribed  \ 
(for  enough  to  fatisfy  cavilling  fpirits,  that  are  pofleiTed 
with  prejudices,  or  proceed  upon  defign,  or  delight  in 
doubt  and  difpute,  whofe  burners  and  intereft  (or  hu- 
mour) it  may  be  to  confound  things,  did  not  need,  per- 
haps could  not  be^  provided :  there  have  been  men  that 
have  queftioned  what  the  moil  evident  reafon,  the  moft 
common  fenfe  and  experience  (hews ;  and  fuch  fceptics,  or 
fuch  politics  no  means  will  ferve  to  fatisfy  their  minds,  at 
leafl  to  flop  their  mouths,  but)  in  reality  there  be  feveral 
means,  by  God's  wife  providence  afforded,  whereby  we 
may  difcem  Chriftian  truth,  fome  more  convenient  and 
fecure,  all  in  their  kind  proper  and  good.     For  tranfmit- 
ting  to  pofterity  any  particular  do&rine,  no  man  can  doubt 
hut  the  moil  fure  way  is  its  being  commended  to  writing 
by  the  authors  and  inventors  thereof,  (thofe  upon  whofe 
authority  it  doth  rely ;)  as  if  Pythagoras,  or  Socrates,  or 
2eno,  their  writings  were  extant,  by  them  we  ihould  be 
l^eft  afTured  what  their  philofophies  were:  and  no  man 
^^iriU  difpute  whether  that  be  genuine  Peripateticifm  which 
X8  plainly  read  in  the  writings  of  Ariflotle,  the  father  oi 
thBX,  fe£t ;  though  even  his  unfkilful  expofitors  (hould  mif- 
%akey  or  his  prejudiced  adverfaries  fhould  pervert  or  ca- 
lumniate his  meaning.    They  that  write  are  wont  with 
moft  care  and  deliberation  (and  confequently  with  moft 
perfjpicuity  and  exa£biefs)  to  exprefs  their  minds:   and 
Utera  fcripta  manet ;  letters  are  fubje6l  to  leaft  variation : 
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memories  are  frail,  fancies  are  bufy ;  but  writings  are  eafily 
preferved  without  conliderable  alteration.    The  next  moft 
lure  way  of  conferving  fuch  doftrines,  is  the  writings  of 
the  next  difciples  that  immediately  received  them  from 
the  authors,   or  before  they  had  paffed  through  many 
hands,  and  commended  them  to  writing:   fo  what  So- 
crates (for  inftance)  did  teach,  the  writings  of  Plato  and 
Xenophon  can  with  a  very  good  degree  of  certainty  ac- 
quaint us.    The  next  is  the  writings  of  men  (ftudious  and 
learned  in  thofe  matters)  after  larger  diftances  of  time; 
fo  as  we  may  be  informed  concerning  Stoicifm  by  the 
writings  of  Cicero,  of  Epictetus,  of  Seneca :  the  which 
way  is  more  imperfeft,  every  writer  being  apt  to  mifap- 
prehend  and  mifreprefent  fomething ;  efpeciaDy  all  affect* 
ing  to  do  fomewhat  more  than  tranfcribe  what  they  find 
in  former  authors,  to  comment  and  defcant  upon,  to  adorn 
and  fet  out,  to  confirm  or  confute  the  do£trine  they  relate, 
in  order  thereto  reprefenting  it  with  advantage  to  their 
purpofe.    The  lad  way  is  by  continued  tradition,  by  oral 
inflru6lion,  fucceffively  from  time  to  time ;  which  is  of  all 
ways  moft  liable  to  defe£t  and  corruption:  for  the  teacher 
may  unaptly  exprefs  his  meaning,  and  the  hearer  may  not 
rightly  underfland  him ;  the  memory  of  both  may  in  fome 
material  thing  faulter.     Men  love  to  be  curious  in  their 
fpeech,  to  vary  in  expreflion,  to  make  explications,  to 
draw  confequences,  to  mix  their  own  conceits  and  inven* 
tions,  to  (hew  the  acutenefs  of  their  wit  and  the  fruitful*- 
nefs  of  their  fancy,  to  difplay  all  their  facuhies  of  ratioci* 
nation  and  eloquence :  efpecially  they  are  apt  to  accom- 
modate dod:rines  to  their  own  prejudices,  inclinations,  atid 
defigns ;  whence  error  and  difference  may  infenfibly  creep 
through  this  conduit ;  and  the  farther  fuch  tradition  de- 
parts from  the  original  fpring,  the  more  fubjeft  it  is  to 
contra£t  fuch  alterations  and  impurities.     Every  do6lrine 
thus  propagated  is  like  a  ftream ;  at  the  head  it  is  fmall 
and  narrow,  clear  and  pure;    proceeding  on,  it  grows 
larger  and  fouler :  fo  tradition  fwells,  by  taking  in  what 
oblique  channels  of  private  fancy  and  pragmatical  inven- 
tion difcharge  into  it ;  and  by  receiving  tin£iure  from  par- 
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ticular  inclination  or  politic  deiign,  it  grows  muddy  and 
feculent.    We  have  all  thefe  ways  afforded  us ;  and  for 
confirmation  and  difiindion  of  our  do£trine  may  ufe  them 
all :  in  the  principal  do6lrines  (fuch  as  we  mentioned)  they 
all  confpire;  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  reafon  to  doubt 
that  they  are  pure  and  genuine :  but  in  reafon  the  beft 
and  fureft  means  of  knowing  what  our  Saviour  and  his 
difciples  taught,  are  the  writings  of  his  difciples,  (perfons^ 
befides  their  advantage  of  immediately  learning  from  our 
Saviour's  mouth,  extraordinarily  aflificd  by  God  in  their 
miniftries  and  in(lru6tions,)  of  whofe  writings  many  have 
by  God's  good  providence  been  preferved  to  our  times> 
being  fuch  as  no  man  hath  reafon  to  queflion  that  they 
came  from  them,  (no  more  than  concerning  the  mod  un- 
doubted  writings  of  any  author;)  wherein  they  sum  at 
nothing  elfe,  but  to  declare  the  doArine  of  Chriftianity, 
and  inculcate  the  pra£tice  thereof,  in  the  moft  fimple, 
plain,  and  familiar  manner,  plainly  agreeing  with  each 
other  in  the  main  drift  and  deiign  of  their  difcourfes ;  fo 
that  we  may  juAly  prefume,  that  all  important  doctrines 
of  Chriftianity  are  in  them  fully  delivered,  and  that  what- 
ever we  find  in  them  perfpicuoufly  exprefled  we  are  obliged 
to  take  for  fuch.    To  the  fame  purpofes  we  may  ufe  the 
writings  of  the  Chriftians  of  the  firft  ages,  who  with  care 
committed  to  writing  what  they  had  learned  from  the 
mouths  of  the  Apoflles  or  their  fucceffors :  for  in  fo  fmall 
cUftance  of  time  it  is  not  likely  any  confiderable  variation 
ihould  intercur ;  neither  would  fuch  men,  living  in  times 
of  perfecution,  and  fuffering  for  confcience  fake,  fo  free 
from  all  defigns  of  avarice  or  ambition,  be  fo  ready  to 
alter  or  adulterate  the  do£trine  they  received :  and  fup- 
pofing  the  writings  of  the  Apoftles  were  wanting,  even 
theirs   would  yield  us  a  competent  knowledge  of  the 
Chriftian  do6trine:   neither,  were  their  monuments  alfo 
lofi,  ihould  we  be  qvdte  deftitute  of  means,  from  the  lowed 
and  lateft,  whether  writings  or  traditions  of  Chriflianity^ 
to  diicover  its  principal  and  fundamental  doArines :  for  dif- 
creetly  paring  off  fome  excrefcencies,  difcemible  enough 
to  have  proceeded  from  human  invention,  what  fophiftical 
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curiofity  hath  introdiioed^  (nice  pofitions  and  queffiom 
about  the  right  application  of  terms  of  artj)  what  polilic 
defign  hath  added,  (wherein  fome  forts  of  men  are,  we 
may  plainly  fee,  privately  concerned,)  what  plainly  re- 
liihes  of  thofe  ages  wherein  ignorance  and  fuperftitious 
dotage  did  fo  generally  prevail,  what  is  inconfiilent  with 
the  mod  generally  acknowledged  principles  of  our  reli- 
gion ;  refining,  I  fay,  with  fome  ferious  confideration,  the 
pure  ore  from  fuch  drofs,  we  may  not  difficultly  perceive, 
even  by  the  ufe  of  the  moft  inferior  means  allowed  us, 
what  the  true  principles  of  Chriftianity  are.    But  fince 
God  hath  vouchfafed  us  fo  various  helps,  we  may  in  theit 
due  order,  according  to  our  capacity,  apply  them  all; 
comparing  prefent  traditions  with  ancient  writings,  and 
confirming  what  we  learn  from  thefe  by  the  fupreme  and 
unqueftionable  a\ithority  of  holy  Scripture.    But  this  ar- 
gument the  time  will  not  permit  me  to  profecute  diftin^y, 
and  as  it  deferves.    Thefe  digreflionary  difcourfes  (which 
yet  I  thought  pertinent  to  the  defign  of  our  bufinefs,  de- 
claring and  confirming  the  grounds  of  our  faith)  beii^ 
thus  paflled  over,  I  (hall  hereafter  clofely  purfue  the  ex- 
plication of  the  Creed ;  in  the  mean  while  craving  pardon 
from  your  patience,  &c. 

31  beltefie  in  dDob  tge  iFatfie;. 

JL  HE  appellation  of  God  not  improperly  taken,  (as  when 
it  is  attributed  to  creatures,  upon  fome  refemblance  in 
nature  or  office  they  bear  to  the  fupreme  God,)  but  re- 
lating to  him  who  only  truly  and  properly  is  fiyled  God, 
is  fometimes  put  abfolutely,  fometimes  hath  a  relative 
appoiition  going  along  with  it.  Being  abfolutely  (or  fingly) 
put,  it  fometimes  refers,  by  way  of  eminency,  particularly 
to  the  firft  Perfon  in  the  glorious  Trinity;  as  when  Chrift 
Vid.iTheir.is  Called  the  Son  of  God;  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  Spirii 
1  Cbr!  riii   ?^  God;  and  when  God  is  put  in  diftin£tion  from  the  other 
6.  Perfons :    (when,  for  infiance,  it  is  faid,  Thai  they  mag 

iT.  oV'  '    know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  whom  thou  hq/lfeni^  J!e- 
^"^^f'^'fus  Chriji :  Bleffid  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  LordJefits 

1  Pet.  i.  3. 
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Chrifi:  The  Word  was  with  God:  Toferve  the  Ihnng  andJohn  i.  i. 
true  God;  and  to  wait  for  his  Son  from  heaven:  and  in 9^  j^^ 
that  form  of  bleiiing ;  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chri/i,  2  cor.  liii. 
and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Gkojl^  **• 
le  with  you  alL    But  commonly  it  is  to  be  underfiood  for 
God  eflentially  confidered,  (according  to  that  divine  ef- 
fence  common  to  the  three  Perfons;)  to  whom  in  that  re- 
fpe^l  all  the  divine  attributes  agree^  and  from  whom  all 
divine  operations  (abfolute  and  ad  extra)  do  jointly  pro- 
ceed.    And  to  this  fenfe  or  notion  we  have  hitherto  fup- 
pofed  that  the  name  of  God  might  here  be  applied :  for 
that  there  is  one  God,  having  fuch  eflential  attributes,  is 
the  firft  principle  and  foundation  of  all  religion;  which 
we  muft  therefore  fuppofe,  if  not  dire6kly  exprefled,  yet  at 
lead  fufficiently  implied  in  the  Creed.     And  fuppoiing 
the  word  in  part  doth  imply  this  fenfe,  the  attribute  or 
title  of  Father  doth,  in  many  refpefts,  truly  and  properly 
belong  to  God.    Being  a  father  denotes  caufality,  fufte- 
nance,  beneficence,  governance;  efpecially  when  thefe ope* 
rations  are  attended  with  particular  care  and  affeftion ;  in 
all  which  refpe6bs  (feverally  confidered,  or  jointly)  God 
may  fitly  be  ftyled  Father :  Father  of  all  things  being : 
Father  of  all  intellectual  beings  efpecially:  the  Father 
particularly  of  all  men ;  and,  among  men,  chiefly  of  good 
meii.     He  is  the  Father  of  all  beings,  as  the  maker  and 
efHcient  caufe  of  them.     So  is  he  called  in#that  famous 
fentence  of  Plato's  Timaeus ;   T^v  /xsv  Sv  cronjri^  xa\  iraripa  PUt.  p. 
ToO  8f  To5  frayrog  evpeiv  re  tpyov,  xa)  topirra  elg  frivrug  a^vvaroTf^^*^' 
Afy^iv :  That  Maker  and  Father  of  this  univcrfe  it  is  hard 
to  find  out ;  and,  having  found  him,  it  is  impoflible  to  ex- 
prefs  him  unto  all  men :  and  llaripa  voirrcov,  St.  Paul  calls 
biiB,  the  Father  of  all  things,  (taking  iravrav  in  the  largeflEph.  iv.  6. 
fenfe.)    To  us  there  is  one  God,  the  Father,  from  whom  ar^  1  Cor.viii.6. 
all  things.    Neither  only  as  author,  but  as  he  by  whofe 
care  and  providence  all  things  fubfift,  and  are  contained  in 
order;  He  commanded,  and  they  were  created:  he  Aa/A Pfal.cxlTiiL 
alfo  ejlalli/hed  them  for  ever  and  ever:  he  hath  made  a  de-  \\^' "  ^' 
cree,  which  Jhall  not  pafs:  Upon  whom  the  eyes  of  all  wait ; 
and  he  giveth  them  their  meat  in  duefeafon,  as  the  Pfalmift 
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fings :  and  in  this  refped  we  often  find,  even  in  heathen 
poets,  the  title  Pater  (Father)  abfolutdy  put  to  denote 
God,  as  the  author  and  difpofeAof  all  things. 


Pater  ipfe  colendi 


Haad  fecilem  efle  viam  voluit —     yirg.  Georg.  i. 

Jam  fatis  terris  nivis  atque  dirae 
Grandinis  mifit  Pater Har. 

And  Pater  omnipotens  is  the  periphrafis  by  which  the 
wifeft  of  poets  doth  frequently  ufe  to  defign  the  fupreme 
Hd>.  xii.  9.  God  I.    But  more  efpecially  God  is  called  the  Father  of 
^^J^^^^^'intelleaual  beings;  the  Father  off pirits :  particularly  the 
Exelc.  iTiii.  angels  are  (by  excellency)  called  thefons  of  God:  (Job  i.  6.) 
There  was  a  day^  when  the  fons  of  God  came  to  prefent 
themfelves  before  the  Lord,  and  Satan  came  alfo  among 
them :  (Job  xxxviii.  7.)  fVhen  the  morning fiars  fang  togC" 
ther,  and  all  the  fons  of  God  Jhouted  for  joy :  where,  for 
thefons  of  Gody  the  Seventy  have  iyythol  /xow  ™  5  (though 
perhaps  all  God's  creatures  may  there  be  underftood^  as  it 
were  rejoicing  and  extiUing  in  their  being  newly  confer- 
red on  them  by  God.)     And  of  thefe  beings  CJod  more 
efpecially  is  Father,  not  only  for  that  he  did  produce 
them,  and  upholds  them,  as  all  other  things,  in  being,  but 
becaufe  they  nearer  refemble  him  in  their  nature ;  becaufe 
he  hath  a  more  dear  affedlion  unto,  a  more  particular  care 
over  them,  apd  becaufe  he  governs  them  in  a  more  excel- 
lent kind,  (by  obligations  of  reafon,  ingenuity,  and  juf- 
tice,)  they  alfo  being  capable  to  render  ofEces  of 'piety, 
obedience,  and  gratitude  to  him  again.    ^  [And  thus  even 
the  Pagan  theologers  did  conceive  God  in  efpecial  man- 
ner the  Father  of  the  gods ;  (intending  fuch  gods  as  were 
not  of  men's  making,  creatures  confecrated  by  the  flatteiy 
or  foiidnefs  of  men ;  but  of  a  higher  rank,  anfwering  to 


O  Pater  ec  Rex  Jupiter.         Hor,  Strm,  ii.  1. 
^  Vid.  Pfal.  Ixxxiz.  6.  xxix.  1.  The  fons  of  the  inightyy  fome  take  to  be 
the  angels,  QvM  ^^2,  in  heaven. 

\iriwir\iyi»ifm,     EpiH*  Arr,  i.  9. 
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our  angels,  which  they  conceived,  as  to  approach  iti  ex- 
cellency of  nature,  fo  to  attend  upon  God,  partaking  of 
his  glory  and  happinefs ;)  hence  DivUnt  Pater  is  a  com- 
mon title  of  God  among  them :  and  we  have  in  Plato's  Pas*  i054. 
Timaeus  an  oration,  which  he  feigns  God  made  to  them 
tit  the  creation^  beginning  thus ;  Qfo)  ^eo9v,  &t  eyi  Ai}/xioup- 
70  J,  n«T^pT6'  0  ye  principal  gods,  of  whom  I  am  the  Maker 
ond  Father:  concerning  which  kind  of  Grod^s  children  he 
pretends  to  deduce  all  he  can  fpeak  from  ancient  and  ori- 
ginal tradition.]  But  (to  come  nearer  to  our  particular 
relation)  God  is  alfo  in  efpecial  manner  the  Father  of 
mankind, 

Gentis  hamans  Pater  atque  Cuftos,  .   Carm.  i.  la. 

as  Horace  calls  him :  Adam  was  the  fon  of  God ;  and  fo,  Omnes  G 
mt  leaft,  we  are  God's  offspring;    his  hands  made  awd'^.P""*"* 
fn/hioned  us,  and  his  mouth  breathed  into  us  the  Jpirit  of  rewceatar 
life :  ^  he  formed  ourfpirit  unthin  us :  we  were  made  after  J^*5^]^ 
his  image,  and  natuntlly  refemble  him :  he  hath  affigned  *  Zech.  xii. 
us  the  principal  and  mod  honourable  ftation.in  this  hisEpia^Arr. 
family  of  vifiWe  creatures ;  he  hath  fhewed  an  efpecial  *•  ^*  ^• 
lendemefs  toward  us  in  providing  for  us  all  manner  of 
fiiftenance  and  accommodation;  in  educating  us  ^ withbpf.ixxi.6. 
^vfaolefome  advices  and  precepts ;  in  bearing  with  exceed- 
ing patience  our  infirmities  and  ofiences ;  in  infli^ng  mo- 
^rate  chaiKfements,  to  reduce  us  to  duty,  and  amend- 
ment :  all  his  carriage  toward  nankind  argues  a  paternal 
Regard  and  affefdon  thereto. 

Farther ;  in  a  peculiar  notion  God  is  the  Father  of  good 
men :  fuch  relation  being  built  upon  higher  grounds  and 
confiderations :  the  feeds  of  virtue  are  by  his  grace  fown  1  p^.  i.  as. 
in  their  hearts ;  that  emendation  and  perfe£tion  of  nature 
18  efiefted  by  him.    They  refemble  him  in  difpofition  of 
mind,  in  purpofe,  in  a£tion ;  which  are  more  perfe£t  and 
noble  refemblances  than  thofe  of  nature ;  (being  holy  as  Bonus  vir 
he  is  holy ;  beneficent  and  merciful  as  he  is :  thefe  quali-  n^o^ 
ties,  our  Saviour  tells  us,  do  render,  or  at  leaft  declare  him  9en.Ep.A\, 
our  Father ;  do  conftitute  men,  or  argue  them  to  be,  the 
fons  of  God  :  hove  your  enemies,  llefs  thofe  that  curfe  you^  Matt.  v.  44. 
do  good  to  thofe  that  hate  yon — that  you  may  be  the  fom 

VOL.  V.  u 
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Luke  vi.33.  of  your  Father  in  heaven :  Love  your  enemieSf  and  da  goodf 
and  lend^  expe&ing  nothing  thence;  and  your  reward  Jkall 
be  great f  and  ye  Jhall  he  thefons  of  the  Mqft  High.)    To 

Pf.  ciii.  19.  fuch  God  bears  a  paternal  affe&ion  and  compaffion ;  Like 
as  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them 

*at  ySft     that  fear  him.    He  deals  with  them  as  with  his  cbildren, 

Sebf  xii!7'  ^  ^'  refpe£ts ;  he  inflruds  and  gmdes  them ;  he  cheriflies 
and  comforts  them }  he  maintains  and  proteds  them ;  be 

PioT.iit.  la.  gently  reproves  and  correAs  them ;  Whom  the  Lord  hveth 
he  correSethf  even  as  a  father  thefon  in  whom  he  deBgki^ 

Sen.  de  eth.  [Patrium  habet  Deus  adverfus  bonos  viros  amimmm,  it 
illos  fortiter  amat :  inter  bonos  viros  ac  Deum  amiciiia  ^ 
conciliante  virtute :  amicitiam  dico  f  imo  etiam  neceffitudo 
et  Jimilitudo  :  quoniam  quidem  bonus  ipfe  tempore  iantum 
a  Deo  differt,  difcipulus  ejus,  eemulatorque  et  vera  proge- 
nies; quern  pater  ille  magnificus,  virtutum  non  lenis  ex- 
aSor,  ficut  feveri  patres,  durius  educat :  God^  faith  a  Pa- 
gan philofopher^  hath  a  fatherly  mind  toward  good  men^ 
and  mightily  loves  them :  between  them  and  God  there 
is  a  friendfhip,  virtue  conciliating  it :  a  friendihip,  iky  I  ? 
yea^  a  kindred  and  refemblance :  for  that  a  good  man  dif- 
fers only  from  God  in  time,  (and  degree,)  being  his  £fci- 
pie  and  imitator,  and  his  true  offsprings  whom  that  mag- 
nificent Father,  no  foftly  exafter  of  virtue,  as  fevere  fiEithers 
do,  brings  up  hardly.]  And  we  may  obferve,  that  God, 
in  his  proceedings  with  men,  (fuch  as  he  defigns  to  con- 
tain them  by  within  their  duty,  and  lead  them  to  happi- 
nefs,)  delights  to  reprefent  and  commend  himfelf  under 
ihis  obli^ng  and  endearing  relation  :  he  did  fo  toward  the 
Ifraelites,  Deut.  xxxii.  6, 18.  Do  ye  thus  requite  the  Lord,  0 
foolijh  people  and  unwifeP  is  not  he  thy  Father  that 
bought  t/iee  P  hath  he  not  made  thee,  and  eftabli/hed  thee  f 
Of  the  Rock  that  begat  thee  thou  art  unmindful,  and  hqfl 
forgotten  God  that  formed  thee.  So  God  expofiulates  with 
that  people.     And  thus  David  in  their  behalf  addrefles 

1  dliroa.    himfelf  to  God ;  BleJJed  be  thou.  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  our 

"d!^  Exod!  y^^^^>  y^**  ^^  ^'^^  ^^  •  ^hine,  0  Lord,  is  the  gredty 
iv.  33.  nefs,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  and  the  vi&ory,  and  the 
3ct,tJLii.9,maje/iyj  &c.  and,  lam  a  Father  to  Ifrael,  and  Ephraim  is 


uo. 
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m^fi[ftborn :  Is  Ephraim  my  dear  fon  P  is  he  a  pleafani 
child  f  So  God  argues  with  them.    But  in  the  Chriftian 
difpenfation  God  more  (ignally  reprefents  himfelf  in  this 
quality :  he  treats  us  not  fo  much  as  a  Lord  and  Mafter^ 
with  imperious  awfulnefs ;  but  as  a  friend  and  a  father, 
with  gracious  condefceniion  and  allurement  of  kindnefs ; 
I  call  you  not  fervants  ;  you  are  my  friends,  if  you  do  what  John  xt. 
I  command  you:  fo  that  (it  is  St.  Paul's  collection  from  a^*'  **' 
jMrecedent  difcourfe)  thou  art  not  Jlill  a  fervants  hut  a  fon.  Gal.  vt.  7. 
Our  Saviour,  fdth  the  author  to  the  Hebrews,  was  not  Heb^  u. 
afhamei  to  call  them  (his  difciples  and  followers)  brethren. 
Go,  faith  our  Saviour,  to  my  brethren,  and  fay  to  t/iem,  Jjohn  zz. 
afcend  to  my  Father,  and  you%  Father  ;  and  my  God,  and^^* 
your  God.    Accordingly  all  the  performances  of  God  to* 
ward  us,  and  in  our  behalf,  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  and  are 
fet  out  by  fuch  terms,  which  ground  and  import  this  re- 
lation. 

I.  That  renovation  of  our  nature,  and  qualifying  our 
fouls,  as  the  Gofpel  requires,  is  called  regeneration,  a  new  Epbef.  ii. 
creation,  a  new  birth,  the  begetting  a  new  man  within  us.  '^' 
We  are  ceurif  cjo/ij/xa,  (his  work,  or  produBion,)  being  created 
t»  Chri/i  Jefus  to  good  works.  Ye  have  been  taught — to  put  Efth.itr.si, 
on  the  new  man,  that  is  created  according  to  God  (*  accord- ^0^,.^^^^^ 
ing  to  God's  image)  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs :  If  John  lit.  3. 
a  man  be  not  born  again  from  above,  he  cannot  fee  the  king^ 
dom  of  God:  Whoever  is  begot  of  God,  doth  not  do  fin.        1  JohniU.9< 

%.  The  reception  of  a  believer  into  the  privileges  and  Gal.  iv.  a. 
advantages  of  Chriftianity,  is  termed  ^o\o^9<tU,  the  making  15. 
of  him  a  fon;  adopting  him  into  God's  family;  confer- ^P*'"*-.?/ 
ring  upon  him  the  title  and  the  quality  of  God's  child;  15.  u.  19J 
the  internal  difpofition  of  fpirit,  and  the  liberty  of  accefs 
to  God  fuitable  to  this  relation :  IVhofoever,  faith  St.  John,  John  i.  iii. 
did  receive  him,  he  gave  to  them  authority  to  become  the 
fonsofGod}  (heinvefted  them  in  that  dignity ;)  even  to 
them  who  believed  in  his  name :   Ye  are  all  thefons  of  GodG^h  iti.  q6, 
by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus  ;  (i.  e.  by  embracing  Chriftianity :) 
and.  Behold,  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  given  ^JohniWA. 
us,  that  we  fhould  be  called  the  fons  of  God :  Ye  have  not  Ro™«  ▼*»*• 

u  ^  G»l.  \v.  6. 
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received  the  fpirit  o/ferviiude  again  to  fear;  bui  ye  have 
received  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  by  which  we  cry,  O  Bather: 
(by  which,  in  our  prayers,  with  humble  afiedion^  accoid- 
log  to  our  Saviour's  inllruAion,  we  lay.  Our  Eaiher.) 

3.  Thai  refurre^on  after  death  to  a  better  ftate  of  lifei     | « 

entering  into  glory  and  happinefs  and  immortality,  is     hi 

Mau.  xjs.  worthily  fiyled  vdKiyywwla,  a  being  generated  or  Ifom     u^ 

again;  whereby  they  receive  from  God  another  moic  ex-     \^ 

cellent  life  and  ftate  of  being,  more  like  and  confimnabfe     V 

liir^^*    to  God ;  They  which  Jhall  be  accounted  worthy  to  obtain      \ 

thai  world,  and  the  re/urre&ion  from  the  dead^-^tre  ike 
^^^'^^'^'fons  of  God,  being  thefons  of  the  refurre&um.    Weknew^ 
49.    *    '  that  if  (or  when)  he  Jhall  appear,  we  Jhall  be  like  him.   A^ 
fl  Ctr.  iK.    ^^  j^2^^  borne  the  image  of  the  earthly  (man),  we  Jhall  edfi^ 
bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly.    We  fliall  be  metamor- 
phofed  (or  transfigured)  into  the  fame  image;  ihall 
9  Pet  i.  4.  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature.    That  ftate  of  bfiis  i 
G«l.  IT.  7.  therefore  ftyled  a  portion,  or  inheritance,  allotted  to  ibos 
Horn.  TiiL  and  confequent  upon  that  relation,  If  fens,  faith  St.  Faiil; 
Coi.  fit.  %4Jhen  heirs;  heirs  of  God,  and  coheirs  with  Chrt^  ; 
Heb.lz.i5.^j^  reward  and  promife  of  an  eternal  inheritance  s  and; 
iPtet.i.s,4  fi^tb  St.  Peter,  Blejfed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  oar 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  according  to  his  abundant  mercy  hath 
gotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope  by  the  refurre£Hon  ^ 
Je/us  Chrift  from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incom^iiblei 
and  undefiledy  and  thatfadeth  not  away,  referved^  m 
for  us.    I  might  add,  that  Chriftian  men  become  the 
of  God  by  our  Saviour's  intervention ;  by  his  afliimptkn^^ 
of  our  nature,  and  our  conformity  to  his  imAge,  as  St* 
fpeaks,  whereby  he  becomes  thefirJQiom  among 
brethren.  Rom.  viii.  29.     God fent  forth  his  Son,  bom  of 
woman,  that  we  might  receive  the  privilege  of  being 
Hcb.  ii.  U.Jans.  Gal.  iv.  4,  5.     In  this  refpe£t  our  Saviour  is 

TOKOS  h  ToXXoi;  a^kfolg,  thejirft^bom  among  many  brethren 
Rom.  viii.  29.  Upon  fo  many  feveral  icores  is  Gkxl  ou 
Father ;  as  we  are  his  creatures,  (being  made,  preferved; 
and  maintmned  by  him ;)  as  we  are  intelleAual  creatures 
(placed  in  degree  and  quality  of  nature  fo  near  him ;)  as  w< 
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ly  Tirtue  and  goodnefs  anywife  refemble  him ;  as  we  are 
^briftians^  (adopted  into  his  family,  renewed  by  his  grace, 
Jid  deftinated  to  a  participation  of  his  glory.) 

Now  the  confideration  and  belief  of  thefe  grounds,  (each  Vid.  Forb. 
oe  and  all  of  them  together,)  upon  which  this  relation  ^' 
f  God  to  us  is  founded,  hath  manifold  good  ufe&,  is  apt 
0  inform  us  of,  to  enforce  upon  us  many  neceflary  duties, 
Bsfolting  from  it.     It  teaches  us  what  reverence  ahd  bo- 
MMir  and  obfervance  is  due  to  him ;  (not  irom  gratitude 
jUj,  and  ingenuity,  but  in  juftice : )  Jflbe  a  Father ^  where  Mai.  I. «. 
r  my  honour  ?  (aith  God,  in  Malachi,     If  we  be  bound  to 
ove  and  refpeft  thofe,  who,  under  God,  have  been  inftru- 
Dental  in  producing  and  maintaining  us,  how  much' more 
D  him,  who  principally  hath  befiowed  our  being,  and  alt 
he  fupports,  comforts,  and  conveniences  thereof  upon  us? 
irom  whofe  free  bounty  we  derive  not  only  the  benefits 
if  this  tranfitory  life,  but  the  privileges  of  the  future,  in** 
xmiparaUy  better,  eternal  fiate.     If  we  negled  our  duty, 
siay  not  God  juftly  expoftulate  with  us,  as  with  thofe 
children  of  his,  Deut.  xxxii.  6,  18.  Do  ye  thus  regtUte  the 
Lordj  Ofooli/h  people  and  unwifeP  is  he  not  thy  Father 
that  bought  theef  (8f  Ixr^o-aro  o-f,  who  procured  and  ac- 
qpured  thee  to  himfelf ;)  hath  he  not  made  thee,  and  efta" 
hlifiiedthee? 

It  will  induce  us  to  humility;  if  we  are  God*s  fons,  havQ 
received  our  being,  all  our  power?  and  abilities,  all  our 
pMxls  and  riches  from  his  difpofal,  what  reafon  have  we 
to  afcribe  any  thing  to  ourfelves ;  to  be  ndfed  in  comoeit^ 
ambitious  of  praife  or  reputation,  upon  the  fcore  of  any 
fbch  things  ?  Whjo  made  thee  to  differ  f  for  what  haft  thou  1  Gor.ir.  7* 
lAc/  thou  didft  not  receive  ?  and  if  thou  haft  received^  why 
ioft  thou  glory y  as  if  thou  hadft  not  received  f  It  (hews  us, 
that  we  are,  as  Plato  often  fpeaks,  Otou  xrijfMtrai^  God*s 
pojfejftonsj  God*s  riches  they  are  called,  Pfal.  civ.  04.  If 
he  made  us,  whatever  we  are,  (according  to  all  accounts 
and  capacities;  whether  men  by  his  conunon  providence^ 
or  good  men  by  his  efpecial  grace,)  he  hath  the  beft  xif^timrifmrtwu 
and  title  poffible  unto  us ;  he  may  juftly  make  fucb  «i(e  of  ^^*"**'* 

U3 
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1  Cor.vi.2o.  us,  as  he  thinks  good :  we  may  well  be  obliged  to  glorify 
God  in  OUT  body,  and  in  our  Jpirit^  which  are  God's.  We 
have  reafon  alfo  hence  to  be  content  with  whatfocver  con- 
dition God  difpofeth  us  unto,  or  impofeth  upon  us ;  he 
doth  therein  juAly ;  and,  if  we  complain,  may  we  not  be 

Matt.  IX.  anfwered,  L  it  not  lawful  for  me  to  do  what  I  will  with 
my  own  ?  Is  it  not  lawful  ?  yea,  is  it  not  probable,  that 
God  will  order  things  for  the  beft,  for  the  good  of  his 
children  ?  Will  he  willingly  hurt  them  ?    Can  he  defign 

Ifudiz.19.  their  mifchief  ?  Can  a  woman  forget  her  fucking  child,  that 
fhe  Jhould  not  have  compqffion  on  the  fon  of  her  womb  f 
yea,  they  may  forget,  yet  will  not  I  forget  thee.  Sooner 
may  the  moft  tender  parents  become  unnaturally  regard- 
lefs,  malicious,  and  cruel  towards  their  children,  than  God 
negle£t  the  good  of  his  offspring.  We  have  reafon  there- 
fore to  be  fatisiied  with  all  that  befalls  us ;  to  be  patient 
in  the  foreft  affli£lions ;  efteeming  them  to  come  from  a 
paternal  hand,  infli£ted  with  great  affedion  and  compaf- 

Deut.viii.5.  fion,  defigned  and  tending  to  our  good ;  Thou  Jhalt  con^ 

fder  in  thy  heart,  that  as  a  man  chqfteneth  his  fon,  the 

Lord  thy  God  chajleneth  thee,  faith  God  to  the  Ifraelites. 

Hcb.  xii.  9,  We  have  had  fathers  of  our  flejh  which  correQed  us,  and 

^°*  we  gave  them  reverence :  Jhall  we  not  much  rather  be  in 

fulje&ion  unto  the  Father  of  fpirits,  and  live?  For  they 
verily  for  a  few  days  chqftened  us  after  their  own  pleafure; 
but  he  for  our  profit,  that  we  might  be  partakers  of  his  ho^ 
litiefs.  What  fweeter  comfort  can  there  be,  than  to  know 
that  the  moft  diftafteful  and  crofs  accidents  befalling  us  do 
conduce  to  our  profit,  (hall  prove  moft  beneficial  to  us  ? 
This  coniideration  alfo  feryes  to  cherifli  our  faith,  and 
raife  our  hope,  and  quicken  our  devotion.  Whom  (hall 
we  confide  in,  if  not  in  our  father  ?  From  whom  can  we 
expe£l  good,  if  not  from  him,  who  hath  given  us  already 
fo  much,  even  all  we  have  ?  If  we  in  our  need,  with  due 
reverence  and  fubmiflGon,  requeft  help  from  him,  can  fuch 

Matt  vii.  9,  a  father  refiife  us  ?  No.     fVhat  man  is  there  of  usy  that  if 

^^'  ^^'  his  fon  a/k  him  bread,  will  give  him  aJioneP  or  if  he  q/k 
fi/h,  will  give  him  a  ferpent  P  If  we  then,  who  are  evil^ 
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inow  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  our  children,  how  much 
norejhall  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven  give  good  things  to 
liem  that  ajk  him  ? 

This  confideration  alfo  may  beget  in  us  a  due  valuation 
)f  ourfelves;  and  thereby  raife  us  from  bafe  and  unwor- 
hy  pra£lices ;  excite  and  encourage  us  to  worthy  defigns 
md  attempts :  even  natural  light  di^tes  to  us  the  ufe  of 
Ua  confideration,  and  heathen  philofophers  much  apply 
t :  ^^  If  any  one/'  faith  Epidetus,  "  could  duly  be  af-  Epia.  Dif- 
^  feded  with  this  opinion,  that  we  are  all  originally  de- 
'  fcended  from  God,  and  that  God  is  the  Father  both  of 
^  men  and  gods,  he  would  not,  I  fuppofe,  conceive  any 
^  thing  ignoble  or  mean  concerning  himfelf :   if  Caefar 
^  ihould  adopt  thee,  none  could  endure  thy  fuperciliouf- 
'  nefs  :  and  if  thou  knoweft  that  thou  art  God'^  fon,  will 
^  it  not  elevate  thee  ?*'  So  the  Philofopher.  Shall  we  that 
re  fo  nobly  bom,  of  fo  illuArious  an  extra^ion,  fb  far 
ebafe  ourfelves,  as  to  regard  and  purfue  trivial,  abje£t, 
Hhonourable  things  ?  (hall  we  not  be  aihamed  of  fuch  a 
ontemptible  degeneracy  ?  (hall  we  not  be  afraid,  for  fuch 
nworthinefs  to  be  degraded,  rejeded,  and  diiinherited  by 
»ur  holy  Father  ?  who  can  nowife  brook  that  fuch  blots 
nd  difhonours  (hould  (lick  to  his  lineage,  that  fuch  dif* 
orders  and  mifbehaviour  (hould  be  committed  in  his  fa? 
oily,  that  we  (hould  fo  deform  his  ima^e  imprefled  upon 
IS  :  Every  branch  that  leareth  not  good  fruit,  he  loppethjohaTv.^, 
\from  hisjiock,  and  cqfteih  it  away,  as  our  Saviour  tells  ^' 
18.     It  is  proper  for  children  to  refemble  their  father,  in 
heir  countenance,  in  their  temper,  in  their  doings;  ijf  y^John viii. 
fere  Abraham's  children  (fo  our  Saviour  argues)  yje  would^^'  *^' 
!b  the  works  of  Abraham  :  and.  Ye  are  of  your  father  the 
'ievil,  becatife  ye  perform  the  lufls  of  your  father  ;  (be- 
auib  ye  refemble  him  in  his  murderous  and  treacherous 
fifpo(]tion.)     So  if  we  pretend  to  be  the  children  of  God, 
re  muft,  according  to  Si.  PauFs  exhortation,  imitate  him  Epb.  v.  1. 
$  dear  children:  we  muft  be  holy,  and  pure,  juft,  bene?  \^y'  **  *** 
icent,  mercifd,  perfeA  as  he  is;  otherwife  we  fall  from  Matt.  ¥.45, 
1^  high  dignity,  we  forfeit  this  excellent  privilege  of  Luke  vi. 

U  4  35,  36. 

~  John  i..O, 
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being  tbiis  related  to  God;  we  become  ali6ii$^  ud  exileit 
and  enemiesj  infiead  of  fons  and  friends^  unto  lum* 

Confidering  alfo  this  relation  will  prompt  us  how  we 
(hould  be  affe&ed^  and  how  behave  ourfelves  towards  all 
God's  creatures :  if  God  be  the  Father  ol  all  things,  they 
are  in  fome  fort  all  our  brethren:  (hall  we  then  abufe^ 
trample  upon,  or  tyrannize  over  any  of  them  ?  will  God 
Vid.  Epia.  permit  it.  doth  it  become  us  to  do  fo  ?   If  we  be  aS 
branches  fprouting  from  one  root,  dreams  ifliu^g  from 
one  common  fource  of  divine  beneficence,  members  of 
one  family,-  we  are  obliged  to  univerial  good- will  sod 
charity ;  to  be  kind  and  compafGonate;  to  be  helpful  and 
beneficial,  fo  Sar  as  our  capacity  reacheth ;  to  endeavour 
as  we  may,  to  preferve  the  order,  and  promote  the  wet- 
fare  of  the  world,  and  all  things  in  it.     Efpecially  to^ 
ward  thofe  beings,  who,  according  to  a  more  proper  and 
excellent  fenfe,  are  entitled  the  fons  of  this  our  coaamoii 
Father;  toward  beings  intelleAual,  we  hence  learn  Otf 
refpe£tive  duties  of  love  and  refpe£fc  toward  thofe  elder 
brethren  of  ours,  the  angels,  (the  blefled  and  holy  ones,  I 
mecin,  fuch  lis  have  not  degenerated  from  their  nature,, 
and  apoftatized  from  their  duty  toward  God;)  of  cbarit]^ 
and  good-will  to  each  other ;  which  if  we  do  not  main- 
tain, let  us  confider  we  are  undutiful  and  unkind  to  God^ 
firft,  and  then  to  ourfelves;  both  his  relations  and  om^ 
own  we  hate  and  harm,  his  children  and  our  brethren,  b]^^ 
hating  or  harming  any  man  whatever,  efpecially  anjr^ 
good  man,  any  Chriftian  brother,  who  by  fo  many  other*" 
more  efpecially  bands  is  (Iraitly  tied  unto  us,  upon  fiy- 
many  better  grounds  doth  (land  related  both  to  God  and  ^ 
us. 

But  let  thus  much  fuffice  for  this  attribute  or  title  oT* 
God,  underftood  in  this  manner,  as  applicable  to  God  ef- 
fenually  confidered ;  which  notion  we  fee  how  true  and 
ufeful  it  is.  But  that  God  is  alfo  here  (and  that  accord- 
ing to  the  principal  intention  of  the  words)  to  be  undejr- 
ftood  fo  as  by  way  of  eminency  to  fignify  the  firft  Perfon 
in  the  blefled  Trinity,  and  that  the  title  or  appofitioo 
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\ilAer  doth  refpeA  efpecially  him^  who^  according  to  st 

none  proper  and  excellent  manner,  is  the  Son  of  God^  mur  Kark  rj^m 

jord  Chrift  Jefusj  may  upon  divers  accounts  appear,  i.  Be-  x^^»,  (at 

■ufe  it  follows,  and  in  Jefus  Chrift  his  Son:  God  is  toNa*jan««n 

e  taken  in  that  notion  according  to  which  Chrift  is  hboro/.  37. 

km :  the  Father  preceding  relates  to  the  Son  following. 

••  Becaufe  this  Creed  appears  (according  to  our  fonn^f 

liicourfes)  enlarged  upon  the  foundation  of  the  firft  moft 

hnple  confeilions,  ufed  in  baptilm,  and  thofe  derived 

lom  the  form  prefcribed  by  our  Saviour,  of  haptisdng  hi 

ke  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft :  wherefore 

^ie  Father  here  is  to  be  interpreted  according  to  that 

brm*    3«  The  ancient   Chriftians  (from  whom  we  re^ 

»ved  the  words,  and  may  beft  underftand  the  fenfe)  did 

huB  generally  take  and  expound  them.   Now  that  God  is 

lot  Father  of  our  Lord  Jiefus  Chrift,  the  univerial  tenor  of 

the  Gofpd  fpeaketh,  and  it  is  the  chief  do&rine  thereof:  this 

Grod  from  heaven  by  a  vocal  atteftation  declared,  {This  is  John  z.  as. 

wy  beloved  Son,  in  whom  J  am  well  pleafed  ;)  our  Saviour 

profefied;  the  Apoftles  preached;  the  miracles^  (perfornfied* 

by  our  Saviour)  were  intended  to  confirm.     In  this  God' 

manifefted  his   tranfcendent  love  and  mercy  and  good* 

noTs  to  mankind,  that  he  gave  his  only-hegolten  Son,  /A^/Johniu.ift. 

no  lelietter  in  himjhould  perijhy  hut  have  everktfting  life;. 

that  he  did  notjpare  his  oum  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  ^m.T\\\. 

us  all :  his  own  Son,  iSio^  uiof,  his  peculiar  Son,  in  a  more^^' 

proper  and  peculiar  manner  fo:  his  fMyoyev^^,  only-be- 

gOtten  Son,  (in  a  refpe£t,  according  to  which  no  other 

can  pretend  to  that  relation ;)  his  ayamjrdf,  his  darling, 

(m^hom  he  loves  with  a  fuperlative  deamefs.)     So  that 

God  is  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jejhs  Chrift;  and  that  it  is 

a  fundamental  point  of  our  religion  and  belief;  and  that 

it  is  mainly  defigned  here,  doth  fufEciently  appeal*.    Now 

tbe  grounds  of  this  paternity  are  feveral :  his  temporal 

generation  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  God;  The  Ho/yiukei.  as 

Gkqftjhall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Moft 

High  Jhall  ov&rjhadow  thee :  therefore  that  holy  thing 

which  Jhull  be  bom  of  thee,  Jhall  be  called  the  Son' of  God: 

When  th^fuinefs  of  time  eanne,  God  fent  forth  bit  Stif,.Gai.  iv.  4« 
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Aasziii.    bom  of  a  woman.    His  reftoral  from  death  to  life;  fH 
8a,  83.      preach  the  promife  made  to  your  fathers^  that  Ood  hoik 
fulfilled  it  to  us  their  chUdreUy  raifing  up  Jefiis ;  accord" 
ing  alfo  to  what  is  written  in  the  Jecond  Pfalm,  Thou  art 
my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee :  whence  he  h 
Col.  i.  IS.  called  vpcoTOToxo^  ix  rwv  vsKpm,  tkejirfthom  from  the  dead. 
His  defignation  of  him  to  fovereign  power  and  authority ; 
John  i.  49.  Thou  art  the  Son  of  God,  thou  art  the  King  of  Ifrad,  was 
Heb.  i.  9.   Nathanael's  confeilion^  whom  God  appointed  (or  made) 
Compare    heir  of  all;  putting  all  things  under  his  feet.     Father, 
i^Q^vid*'  ^^^  Saviour  prays,  glorify  thy  Son,  as  thou  haft  given  him 
John  n.  ^5,  power  over  alljlejh :  All  power  is  given  me  in  heaven  and 
Matt.        upon  earth.    But  the  moft  eminent  ground  of  this  pater- 
xxviii.  18.  nity  (and  moft  proper  to  this  place)  is  that  eternal  genera- 
Hcb.  i.  6.*  ^on,  whereby  God  the  Father  did  in  the  beginning,  be- 
fore all  time  imaginable  or  pofllible,  (in  a  manner  uncon- 
ceiveable  and  ineffable,)  communicate  his  own  divine  ef- 
fence  to  God  the  Son :  his  eflence,  not  fpecifically  the 
lame,  (fuch  as  men  impart,  when  they  beget  a  fon  in 
their  own  likenefs,)  but  the  fame  individually;  begetting 
Heb.  i.  3.   him  perfe^y  like  himfelf,  without  any  fo  much  as  acci- 
f^ffilJ^  dental  diflimilitude  or  difparity;  (by  an  unconceiveable 
TV  eitfi^  irradiation  of  his  glory,  and  impreffion  of  his  fubllance,  as 
I7z0^^d^s  ^^^  author  to  the  Hebrews  fpeaks.) 
xrift^g.  Which  do£lrine,    (though  full  of  deep  myftery,  and 

tranfcending  the  capacity  of  our  underftanding  to  com- 
prehend,) as  we  are  obliged,  becaufe  it  hath  been  God's 
good  pleafure  to  reveal  it  unto  us,  with  a  firm  faith  and 
humble  adoration  to  embrace,  fo  it  is  of  great  confer 
quence  and  (even  pra£tical)  ufe ;  ferving  to  illuftrate  the 
wonderful  grace  of  God  in  the  difpenfation  evangelical, 
and  thereby  to  beget  fuitable  gratitude  in  us ;  encourage- 
ment and  enforcement  to  our  duty,  ftrong  faith  and  hope 
in  God ;  as  alfo  to  direft  and  order  our  devotion  toward 
him. 

But  thefe  confiderations  (with  the  farther  probation  of 
this  great  truth  againft  fome,  who  have  dared  to  oppofe 
it)  I  (hall  refer  to  that  article,  in  which  we  moft  exprefsly 
confefs,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  confer 
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^tiently  that  God  is  Ms  Father  o.    And  therefore  proceed 
to  the  next  word, 

3Imt0|^tp. 

Though  all  the  divine  perfeftions   (being  intrinfecal 
unto^  and  identified  with^  the  divine  nature  or  eflence)  do 
really  and  equally  belong  to  each  Perfon  of  the  blelfcd 
Trinity,  yet  are  eminently  in  fome  refpeft  attributed  to  vid.  Rom. 
the  Father,  as  the  firft  Perfon  in  order  of  nature,  the  ori-*^*'  ^^' 
ginal  fountain  and  root  of  the  Deity :  P  likewife  althougK 
all  divine  operations  ad  extra  (as  proceeding  from  the 
lame  divine  will  and  power)  do  proceed  from  all  the  three 
Perfons,  confpiring  in  them,  yet  are  fome,  xar*  olxovoft/oey, 
(by  way  of  myfterious  difpenfation,)  appropriated  to  one, 
fome  to  another :  as  creation  and  dile£tion  to  the  Father ;. 
reconciliation  and  redemption  to  the  Son;  illuminadon 
and  fan6fcification  to  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Omnipotency  there- 
fore is  here  afcribed  to  God  the  Father  not  exclufively, 
"but  eminently,   (for  the  Son  and    the  Holy  Ghoft  by 
participation  of  the  divine  nature  from  the  Father  are 
alfo  omnipotent  <).)     And  God  the  Father  is  called  the 
Maker  of  heaven  and  earth;   although  by  the  Son  (or 
Eternal  Word)  alfo  all  things  were  madey  arid  without  Aim  John  i.  3. 
was  made  nothing  that  was  made:  and  all  things  were Col  \,  1 6. 
created  by  him^  loth  things  in  heaven^  and  things  in  earthy 
and  things  upon  earth  ;  loth  things  vifible,  and  things  m- 
viable:  and  the  Spirit  of  God  is  faid  to  have  gami/hed 
the  heavens  J  (Job  xxvi.  13.)  and,  By  the  word  of  the  Lord 
were  the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  hoft  of  them  by  the 
Jphrit  of  his  mouth,  Pfal.  xxxiii.  6.    This  I  premife,  to 
prevent  miftake,  in  fuppofing  the  glorious  perfeAions,  of 

•  Omne  nomen  didam  dc  Deo  rdpe&u  creatura  indicat  efl*entiam>  adeo- 
qiie  pfwdicatur  de  tribus  perfoDis  finiul,  exceptis  quae  pertinent  ad  unionem 
feu  difpcnfationem,  id  eft  ad  incamationem  fi?e  aflumptam  camem.  Fori, 
p.  34. 

f  Qaando  unus  trium  in  aliqno  opere  nominatur,  univerfa  operari  Trinitas 
intelligitor.    Amg, 

Una  voluntas  eft  Patris  et  Filii,  et  infeparabilis  operatio.    Id. 

1  San£ta  et  infeparabilis  Trinitas  nunquam  aliquid  extta  fe  (igillatim  ope- 
rare  noTCrit.    Amhrtf,  in  Sjmb,  cap.  is.  Fori.  p.  93. 
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John  T.  19.  works  attributed  to  Crod  the  Father,  to' be  tffcribed  to  him 
9s?    '"'    i°  diftin&ion,  and  excluding  the  other  Perfbiis*    Now  to 
the  attributes  themfelves. 

0Itni0J5tpJ  The  title  or  epithet  vayroxponop  (which 
We   render   Almighty^   or  Omnipofent,'  there  bein^  no 
other  word  more  properly-  and  fully  to  eitpreft  it)  is  oftm 
(in'  ft  lAanAei'  pecidiar  and  chara£terifi]bal)  afinibed  to  God 
in  the  Scripture ;  but  in  the  New  Tefiament  from  imtU' 
tibn  (as  it  feems)  or  iranjlatwn  of  tlie  Greek  in  the  0U1» 
v^here  it  anfwers  to  two  famous  and  ufinl:  names  of  God, 
Sabaoth  and  Skaddai,  (efpecially  to  the  former,  for  the 
latter  is  only  fo  rendered  in  fome  places  of  the  book  ct 
Job;)  the  name  Sabaoth^  I  lay;  (for  that  it  id  fb>  we  bav^ 
Jer.l.a4.    exprefsly  affirmed  in  feveral  places;   7/Gnr  Redeemer  ti 
Jirong;   Jehovah  Sabaoth  is    his   namcy   Jer.  L   34.  (fo 
Amosir.    alfo  Ifk.  xlviii^  %.)  and  Amos  iv.  13.  Ht  thaifomMh  the 
l(k.xy\\u7.^^^^<'i^3  ofid  createth  tile  wind,  and  declaretk  unto  mmi 
ziviii.  a.     2i/Aci/  is  his  tlioughl — Jehovah  Elohei  Sabaoth  is  his  name  : 
Seld.  de     from  whence  fOme  critics  deduce  Zmtg  'SaSSis'ioSf  men- 
^  ii«  b.  ctp.  ^Qjj^  in  fome  heathen  ♦  writers.)     Now  the  name  &• 
^  Anftoph.  baoth  doth  feem  to  import  God's   univerfal   dominion 
over  the  world:   for  all  things  of  the  world,  as  bdDg 
ranged  in  a  goodly  order  (like  an  army  marching  in 
array,  or  marihalled  to  battle)  are  called  armies :  thus  the- 
heavens  and  earth  were  finifhed,  and  all  the  hod  of  them. 
Gen.  ii.  i.  (xo)  wag  x6c-fLos  avnwv,  faith  the  Greek :  and  all  the  world, 
Pf.xxxlii.6.or  the  furniture  of  them :)  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  tvere 
^"'  **'      the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  hojl  of  them  :  Blefs  the  Lord 
Ifa.  zi.  36.  all  ye  his  hojls;  (that  is,  all  creatures :)  Lift  up  yonr  eyes 
on  high,  faith  the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  and  behold  who  hath 
created  thefe  things^  that  bringeth  out  their  hqft  by  ntim- 
•  Compare  ber :  *he  callelh  them  all  by  names,  by  the  greatnefs  of 
.ex  ^"•*- 4i,^^^^^  yj,^  ^^/  f^g  is  Jirong  in  power,  not  onefaikih: 

where  God  is  reprefented  bringing  forth,  and  ordering  his 
creatures,  as  a  general  fummons  together  to  a  rendezvous, 
and  mufters,  and  embattles  his  hoft.  Hence,  I  fay,  this 
title  of  God  {%avToxpiT»p)  feems  derived ;  (which  in  the 
Revelation  of  St.  John  is  mod  frequently  attributed  to 
w^.'xi!     ^^  5  Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  Almighty,  6  namxfa^ 

17*  &c. 
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reip,  who  was,  qnd  iSf  and  art  to  ]/e,  is  that  heavenly 
hymn  there  refbunded  to  God.)     But  not  dealing  fo 
ChiAly^  but  taking  the  word  xamxpirap  in  its  common 
latitude,  for  6  varrtov  npaxmtfj  (or  6  Myrow  xpcirof  Ix^n^^)  it 
nay  import,  either  right  and  authority  over  all,  {cmiMpo* 
t^as;)  or  power  and  ability  to  do  all  things,  (otTtn^o- 
kaUia ;)  or  aAual  exercife  of  fuch  authority  and  power, 
in  ruUi^  anddifpofing  all  things,  {pmnipotentatus  *,)  alio 
the  po^bffion  or  holding  all  things,  {pmnUen^ia;)  an4 
the  prefervation  or  upholding  all  things,  {omnicontmentia:) 
fimr  TLfurfw  hath  in  propriety  and  ordinary  ufe  all  tfaefe  fig- 
ilifications;  and  according  to  them  all  God  is  truly  irmnrp- 
nffkxmf.    He  hath,  firft,  a  juft  right  and  authority  over  all 
things;  he  is  naturally  the  fovereign  Lord  and  King  of 
the  world;  The  Lord  of  lords,  and  King  of  kings ;^\Yit^- cxzxyu 
rpring  and  original  of  all  right  and  authority.    Whatever  £Jent.z.  17. 
inoaginable  reafon  or  ground  there  is  of  authority,  it  doth  ^  '^^^  ^t* 
in  refpe&  of  all  things  agree  to  God.    Ariftotle  in  his  luV.  six. 
Politics  difcourfeth  thus :   Government  doth  aim  at  and  l^;  .  ,  . 
tend  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  governor  and  governed ;  4. 
that  therefore  which  is  moft  able  and  beft  difpofed  to  pro-  Jl^^J^ 
vide  for  and  procure  the  common  benefit  in  natural  reafon  •f«s  fr 
and  juftice  deferves  to  be,  and  is   fitly  the  governor ;  ^VanH^A 
whence  the  foul  hath  a  right  to  govern  the  body,  and  ^"*  '*  ^* 
men  naturally  do  rule  over  beafts;  and  were  there  any 
fuoh  men  as  did  fo  eminently  exceed  others  in  vnSiom 
and  goodnefs,  to  them,  according  to  natural  congruity, 
the  government  of  others  (hould  appertain.    If  then  fuch 
excellency  of  nature  be  a  foundation  of  authority,  God, 
who  in  wifdom  and  goodnefs  doth  incomparably  exceed 
all  tlungs,  hath  a  right  to  govern  all :  he  is  only  vifik,  Rom.  xvu 
(and  thence  able,)  only  good,   (and  thence  willing  to^^' 
manage  all  for  the  general  welfare  and  benefit  of  the  Lake  xviii. 
world.)     If  eminency  of  power  do  qualify  for  dominion,  ^^' 
(as  furely  it  doth,  for  what  cannot  be  vrithftood,  muft  in 
reafon  be  fubmitted  nnjto;  it  is  vyin  to  queflion  that  au- 
thority which  by  force  altogether  irrefiftible  can  maintain 
itfelf,)  God  hadi  the  only  right ;  nothing  in  the  world 
being  able  to  difpute  his  title;  For  who  in  the  heaven  can Pf.ix^xiz. 
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le  compared  unto  the  hofrdf  who  among  the  fons  of  Ai 
miglity  can  be  likened  unto  the  Lord?  O  Lord  God  qfko/iSf 
who  is  ajlrong  Lord  like  unto  thee  ?  All  things  are  weak 
and  feeble  in  comparifon ;  are  in  bis  band ;  lie  under  bis 
J«r.  s.  10.  feet ;  are  wbolly  at  bis  difcretion  and  difpoial ;  The  Lord 
is  the  true  Gody  faitb  tbe  Propbet,  and  the  everlqfling  kmg; 
ai  his  wrath  the  earth  Jhall  tremble,  and  the  nations  Jkall 
Pf.  livi.a,  not  be  able  to  abide  his  indignation.      How  terrible  art 
^*  ihou  in  thy  works !  through  the  greatnefs  of  thy  power 

Jhall  thine  enemies  fubmit  themfelves  unto  thee :  He  rtdeth 
by  his  power  for  ever;  his  eyes  behold  the  nations :  let  not 
tbe  rebellious  exalt  themfelves.    If  to  bave  made  all  tbiqgs 
and  to  preferve  tbem,  do  create  a  rigbt  of  governing,  (ai 
it  mud  needs :  for  wbat  can  we  cballenge  juftly  a  domi- 
nicfA  over,  if  not  over  our  own  works ;  over  that  which 
we  feed  and  nouriih  continually;  over  that  which  depends 
altogether  upon  us,  and  which  fubfifls  but  at  our  plea- 
Rev.  it.  ii.fure  ?)  then  well  may  tbe  elders  acknowledge.  Worthy 
art  thou,  0  Lord^  to  receive  the  glory  and  the  honour  and 
the  power;  (that  is,  tbe  royal  majefly  and  dominion  over 
the  world  :)for  thou  haft  made  all  things,  and  for  thy  wiU 
they  are  and  were  made.      Well  might  every  creature 
that  is  in  tbe  heaven,  and  in  tbe  earth,  and  under  the 
earth,  and  thofe  things  which  are  in  tbe   fea,   and  all 
Rev. T.  13.  things  in  them,  cry  out;   To  him  that  Jitteth  upon  the 
throne  (and  to  tbe  Lamb)  be  the  ble/ftng,  and  the  honour, 
•  Ti  n^rt.  and  the  glory,  and  *  the  dominiofi  for  ever  and  ever :  and 
Neh.  ix.  6.  Nebemiah ;  Thou,  even  thou,  art  the  Lord  alone;  thou  haft 
made  heaven,  the  heaven  of  heavens,  with  all  their  hofts, 
the  earth,  and  all  things  that  are  therein,  the  fea,  and  all 
that  is  therein,  and  thou  preferveft  them  all ;  and  the  hqft 
J  fa.  xizrii.  of  heaven  worjhippeth  thee :  and  king  Hezekiah ;  O  lard 
ofhqfts — thou  art  the  God,  thou  alone  of  all  the  kingdoms 
of  the  earth :  thou  haft  made  heaven  and  earth. 
Thus  is  God  xavroxpaTw^,  tbe  rightful  fovereign  (upon 
Virg.  la    all  accounts)  of  all  things;  Diviimque  hominumque  cetema 
**"•         poteftas,   (as  the  wife  heathen  Poet  could  acknowledge 
and  call  him:)  be  is  alfo  fo  in   regard  of  bis  infinite 
power>  (omnipotent:)  natural  light  affords  us  piegnaot 
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wgmnents  and  experiments  of  the  greatnefs  of  hit  pawetj 
demonftrated  in  the  conftitution  and  confervation  of  the 
world;   (difpofing  fo  ftupendouily  vaft,  fo  innumerably 
various  creatures  into  fo  comely  and  liable  a  pofture :  by 
•them  his  eternal  power  and  divinity  are  (Ufcemed^  as  St.  Rom.  i.  301. 
fmal  tells  us :)  he  that  could  effeSt  fo  much,  his  power 
-imft  needs  be  greater  than  we  can  imagine  or  compre- 
hend :  but  holy  Scripture  declares  more  fully  and  clearly 
the  extent  of  his  power;  that  it  reaches  unto  the  utmoft 
poffibility  of  things ;  that  whatever  is  not  repugnant  to 
14s  nature,  (to  his  eflential  perfeSions,  his  wifdom,  and 
goodnefs,)  doth  not  miibecome  him  to  do,  or  to  the  na- 
ture of  things  to  be  done,  (that  doth  not  imply  a  con- 
tra^^on,  and  thereby  is  impoffible,  and  no  obje£t  of  any 
power,}  he  can  eafily  achieve :  there  is  nothing  fo  diffi- 
cult, but  he  can  perform  it ;  nothing  fo  ftrong  or  ftub- 
bom,  but  he  can  fubdue  it;  1;  any  thing  too  hard  for  theGtn.  xviii. 
hordf  faith  God  to  Abraham,  when  Sarah  doubted  or^^ 
admired  concerning  God's  promife,  that  fhe  in  fo  extreme 
an  age  ihould  become  fruitful.    Behold,  (faith  the  Prophet Jer.  zxxii. 
Jeremiah  in  his  prayer  to  God^)  thou  haft  made  the  heaven  ^^'  ^^* 
and  the  earth  ly  thy  great  power ,  and  thy  Jlrelched  out 
arm,  and  there  is  nothing  too  hard  for  thee :  Oux  a^uvar^u 
mmfai  08»  moof  fffiiia'  Nothing  (that  can  be  laid,  or  con-  Luke  i.  37. 
ceived,  or  done)^a//  be  impojffible  to  God,  (if  he  pleafes 
to  undertake  it,)  faid  the  angel  to  the  Blefled  Virgin, 
when  he  delivered  fo  ftrange  a  meflage  to  her,  concerning 
an  event  fo  wonderful  and  fupematural.    That  a  richJobxlii.  s. 
man  (hould  be  induced  to  part  with  all,  and  fubmit  to 
God's  wiD,  our  Saviour  affirmed  exceedingly  difficulty 
(harder  than  for  a  camel  to  pafs  through  the  eye  of  a  Mitt.  xiz. 
needle:)  but  to  latisfy  hb  difciples'  fcruple  thence  arifing,^^'^^* 
he  fubjoins;  With  men  this  is  impojffible}  hut  with  God 
all  things  are  pq/phle.    In  thine  hand,  bl\h  Jehofhaphat,  3Cbion.zx. 
there  is  power  and  might,  fo  that  none  is  able  to  with/land^' 
thee.     He  doth  according  to  his  will  in  the  army  ofheaven,DRn*  iv. j>. 
and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth :  and  none  canjiay 
his  hand,  or  fay  unto  him.  What  doeft  thou  P  Nebuchad- 
neszar  (having  felt  an  experiment  of  his  power,  and  being 
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xi«.xiv.  a;,  spurned  to  a  right  underftanding)  did  fo  oonfefs;   Tk 
Lord  of  ho/k  hath  purpofed^  and  who  Jhall  difamad  iit 
his  hand  isjlretched  out,  and  who  Jhall  turn  it  back  f  htp 
El  Shaddai,  the  God  all-fufficient ;  able  to  do  whateter 
he  pleafes.    He  made  the  world  at  firft  with  a  word; 
PC  zzxiii.  {By  the  word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens  madcj  faith  the 
«» 6, 9.      pialinift .  and  all  the  hojl  of  them  by  the  breath  of  kit 
mouth : — let  the  earth  fear  the  Lord  i-^for  hejpake,  and  it 
was  done;  he  commanded,  and  it  flood  f aft ;)  and  hj  t 
Heb.  i.  9.   word  he  doth  preferve  it^  {upholding  all  things,  (kith  the 
Apoftle,  by   the  word  of  his  power,  or  by  his  mighty 
word;)  and  by  a  word  he  can  deftroy  all  things;  yea 
more  eafily^  in  a  manner,  by  his  filence ;  by  withdrawing 
Pt  OT.  39.  that  falutary  breath,  which  cheriflieth  all  things ;  {Tkm 
hide/i  thy  face,  they  are  troubled:   thou  unthholde/l  thj 
s;  e»$9  «Xr.  breath,  they  die,  and  return  to  their  dtt/l ;)  for  even  in 
fjjV^*  this  refpeA  is  God  all-powerful,  for  that  aB  power  u  de- 
/ii«m»}». lived  from  and  depends  upon  him:  he  not  only  can  do 
fm,  Plut. '  all  things,  but  nothing  can  be  done  without  him  ;    Wiik' 
dtPUe.iu^^f  ffie  you  can  do  nothing,  is  true  not  only  in  Ipiritnii 
Aas  xYii.   matters,  but  in  all  others :  He  gives,  as  St.  ^aul  preached 
•prf^m^rfrrii  ^^  Athens,  life,  (or  being  with  all  vital  faculties,)  and 
etf  raUm  breath,  (all  natural  powers,)  and  all  things  unto  all:  h 
Swrr*^*'   Aim  (or  rather,  by  him)  we  live^  and  move,  and  have  am 
being  ;  whatever  we  have,  or  can  do,  proceeds  from  Mm : 
ihus  is  God  Almighty.     He  is  alfo  fo,  by  reafon  that  he 
doth  actually  exercife  all  dominion,  and  exerts  his  power, 
according  to  his  pleafure ;  he  hath  not  only  a  juft  title  to 
govern  all  things,  and  ability  to  fway,  but  he  ufes  them ; 
Pf.  ciii.  19.  The  Lord  hath  prepared  his  throne  in  heaven,  and  his  king' 
xWii.         ^^''^  ruleth  over  all :  The  Lord  is  high  above  all  nations, 
Pf.  cziii.  4.  and  his  glory  above  tlie  heavens:  Who  is  like  unto  the  Lord 
^'  ^'  our  Godj  who  humbleth  himfelf  to  behold  the  things  that 

are  in  heaven,  and  in  the  earth  /  It  is  indeed  a  great  con- 
defcenfion  in  God,  that  he  will  vouchfafe  the  government 
of  things,  fo  much  inferior  to  him;  yet  for  the  general 
1  Chron.     gpod  he  doth  it ;  Thine,  faith  David,  is  the  kingdom,  0 
xxix.11,19.  Lord,  and  thou  art  exalted  as  head  above  all:  both  riches  and 
'  honour  come  oftfiee,  and  thou  reignefl  over  all:  in  thine  hand 
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^  power  and  might j  &fc.    He  is  indeed  the  only  governor^ 
Mblutely^and  direAly  fo,  {i»^i  SuvArnj;,  the  only  Poten^  1  Tim.  ri.' 
Ue;)  all  authority  and  power  are  imparted  by  him,  are^** 
ibordinate  to  him;  by  his  difpofal  and  dire^on  all  po-. 
ntates  receive  them;  and  in  his  behalf,  by  virtue  of  his 
miTDiflion  and  command,  as  his  delegates  and  officers^ 
icy  adminifter  any  dominion  or  power:  it  was  Nebu- 
ladnezzar's  doom  to  be  driven  from  men  until  he  did 
low  this  truth,  (fo  neceflary  for  all  princes  to  know  and 
mfider,)  that  the  Mq/i  High  rnleth  in  the  kingdom  o/*Dan.iv.a5. 
en,  and giveth  it  to  whomfoever  he  will:  His  kingdom  f5Dan.vii.97. 
I  everlqfting  kingdom^  and  all  dominions  Jhall  Jerve  and 
«y  kim.    Promotion  cometh  neither  from  the  eqft,  worPf.  ixxv.  6, 
ofii  the  wefti  nor  from  the  fouth:  hut  God  is  the  judge  ;^' 
'  putteth  downoney  and  fetteth  up  another:  There  is  noYLom.xxW.x. 
^iver  hut  from  God;  the  powers  that  are^  are  appointed  iyJo^nxix. 
od  :  The  judgment  is  God's,  (faid  Mofes  in  his  charge,)  Deut.  i. 
[erdfed  in  his  behalf,  and  according  to  his  appointment.  ''* 
bus  is  God  tjarroxpircop ;  the  only  dire£l  fovereign  com- 
ander ;  the  author  and  fount£un  of  all  authority,  the  1  Tim.  vi. 
ord  of  lordsy  and  King  of  kings.     He  alfo  is  xsronrroxgireopy  ^^' 
I  the  true  proprietary  and  juft  poflTeflbr  of  all  things; 
Tmnitenens ;)  Bleffed  be  Abram  of  the  niojl  high  Gorf,  Gen.  xiv. 
}ffeffor  of  heaven  and  earthy  faith  Meldhizedek:     TAepf^^iv.  1. 
(T/A  is  the  Lord'Sy  and  thefulnefs  thereof;  the  world,  and^*  i^* 
tay  that  dwell  therein :  for  he  hath  founded  it  upon  the 
as,  and  eftablijhed  it  upon  the  floods :  Behold,  the  heaven'Dcut.x,.\4. 
td  the  heaven  of  heavens  is  the  Lord's  tivy  Gody  the  earth 
^/b,tuith  all  that  therein  isy  fsuth  Mofes:  and  the  Pfajmift 
rain;  The  heavens  are  thiney  the  earth  alfo  is  thine:  as pr.ixxxix. 
r  the  world  and  thefulnefs  thereof;  (that  is,  all  which  J  ^^jj^^^^^   ■ 
k$  world  contains,  which  it  is  replenifhed  with:)    TAe^xix.  u. 
d  15  hisy  and  (that  is,  for)  he  made  it,  and  his  hands    '  *^'  ** 
^rmed  the  dry  land.    Thou  haft  founded  them :  all  things 
■e  Grod's  goods  and  poiTeflions,  (for  that  he  hath  made, 
sd  by  creation  purchafed  them  to  himfelf ;  fo  we  fee 
le  Pfalmift  ai^ues,)  and  fo  the  difpofal  of  them  do  be- 
Wg  unto  him ;  he  may  and  doth  apply  them  to  what 
fe'lie  pleafetb*.    He  is  alfo  Omnitenens,  i^X,  is  St.  Auftin's 
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word,)  as  containing  all  things  in  bit  haadj  encircUog  mid 
Pf.  c^xxiz.  copiprehending  them,  as  it  were,  in  his  aims ;  IVbitker 
u «,  9,  i<v^^;  I  ^^  j^^  ^^y  ^j^.^  f  ^^^  ^j^^  PfaUnifi,  txr  whilher 

Jhall  IJUefrwn  thy  preface  f  Iflafcend  up  into  heatun, 
thou  art  there:  if  I  faake  my  bed  in  hell,  behold,  thou  art 
there.    If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  mornings  and  dwell  i^ 
the  uttermq/i  parts  of  the  fea  ;  even  there  Jhali  tkjf  baad 
lead  me,  and  thy  right  hand  Jhall  hold  me* 
lAu  zl.  19.      IVho  hath  meqfured  the  waters  in  the  hoUow  af  his 
hand,  and  meted  out  heaven  with  tkejpan,  and  compter 
hended  the  duft  of  the  earth  in  a  meafure  ? 
ifa.  xwm.      Mi^e  band  hath  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earthy  a»d  «gf 
^^*  hand  ha(hjpanned  the  heavens. 

He  laftly  is  vayroxpetToag,  in  regard  that  he  foftains  aQ4 
preferves  all  things ',  Ouxwy,  faith  Gregory  Nyflen,  Srm  t^ 
v^vTOKgAraf  fonnii  axouof^cv  roilro  voou^  re  marra  Toy  Qtmf  b 
r^  (Iv0V  avvix^w :  When  w^  hear  the  wQrd  jUmighty,  we 
underfiand  that  God  doth  coA^un  all  things  in  heiog. 
Keh.  is.  6.  Thou,  even  thouj  fyj  the  ^l^vites  in  Nehemiah^  ari  IdUfi 
alone  ;  thou  hq/i  made  heaven,  the  heaven  of  heavenly  ^-itk 
all  their  hqft,,  the  earth,  and  all  things  that  are  therei^,^  and 
thou  prefervejl  them  all;  and  the  hofi  of  heayc^  wor^ifpetk 
thee.    In  all  thefe  refpe&s  is  God  truly  AloMghty. 
The  belief      The  belief  and  confideration  of  which  truths  are  of 
^^^\o  V^^  importance  and  uie  to  us :  if  God  be  the  ibveieiga 
it  Abraham  ^prd  of  all  things,  (which  is  the  chief  fenfe  of  this  a|r- 
ikc^'icTthe  ^^'^^)  ^^  ^^^  confequently  his  fubje£U  and  vsjQIals  y  thep 
Gofpei.      is  all  awful  reverence,  woribip,  and  obedjence  due  ho^ 
us  to  him :  we  are  in  juflijce  bound  humbly  to  ado^  fajif 
majeily,  and  readily  to  perform  his  commands^  ao^  P^* 
o«>a^NVM*tiently  to  fubmit  to  his  will.    We  mufl  not  thin]^  V9 
^2^^'   guide  our  afUpiji^  a()Cording  to  our  own  will  pr  fj^apyy  nf 
frc.   Pint,  if  we  had  no  Lord  over  us ;  bvt  conform  them  ^e  n^ift 
lfn^9A.'  ^^  ^  decrees  and  d/eterminations  of  our  i^oft  good  and 
wife  Governor.    It  i^  our  duly  to  do  thus^  and  we  ^ye 
leafon  to  do  it  willingly  and  clpieerfully ;  for  it  is  alfp  ow 
bappinefs  to  be  under  fo  jui^  and  gracious  a  goven;m^t : 
it  is  no  cruel  tyrant,  no  uajuft  ufuiper,  Init  a  n^ft  gracio^f 
and  ec^ual  l^ing^  whom  we  ace  in  fubjeAion,  to  i  of  whoiff 
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It  it  fiud  tmly^  Ju/ik9  and  judgment  are  the  eftabU/kment  pr.  Uxzlx. 
9fkii  throne;  mercy  and  truth  go  before  his  face;  whom*** 
we  are  exceedingly  obliged  to  tbank  that  he  will  vouch^ 
fiife  to  undertake  the  tuition  and  overfight  of  us :  fo  that 
in  this  confideration  the  Pfabnift  might  well  excite  the 
world  to  joy  and  jubilation ;  0  clap  your  hands,  all  ye  Pf.  xlvii.  1, 
people;  fkout  unto  God  with  the  voice  of  triumph  :  for  the^* 
Lord  m^  high  is  terrible;  he  is  a  great  King  over  all  the 
earth.    All  the  world  bath  reafon,  not  only  to  be  content  Conf.  So- 
aad  flcqtiiefcey  but  to  rejoice  and  triumph  in  being  ^ubje£t  p^^,^**^ 
to  foch  a  Gotemor^  ib  able^  fo  willing  to  maintain  good  Phsedo,  frc 
order^  pMoe^  and  equity  therein. 

Aifo^  if  God  be  omnipotent,  able  to  do  all  things,  add 
of  irreiftible  power^  then  have  we  all  reafon,  i.  To  hope 
im  Hb  proridence,  and  rely  upon  his  promifes.    For  thatr^i;^*!  ^1 
he  18  able  to  fupply  us  with  all  we  need,  and  perform  JJJg^"*^ 
'Whatever  be  hath  promifed.    'It  was  Abraham's  virtue, »efwr* 
(ib  acceptable  to  God,  and  fo  richly  rewarded  by  him,)  p^m/* 
-thsl  he  did  noijlagger  at  the  promife  of  God  through  un^^  Rom.iv.30, 
beUef}  but  wasjlrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God;  being^^* 
fidfy  per/uaded  that,  what  he  had  promifed,  he  was  able  to 
ferform.    It  was  the  Ifraelites*  great  offence  that  fo  in- 
oei^^d  God,  that  they  jpake  againjl  God;  faying,  ConPf.  ixxvili. 
Godfiimijk  a  table  in  the  wildemefs P  Behold,  he  fmote^^*^^' 
the  rock,  that  the  waters  gujhed  out,  and  the  Jireams  over^ 
jUfwed;  can  he  give  bread  alfo  P  can  he  provide ^fie/h  for  his 
people  P  Oar  Saviour  upon  this  account  took  it  iU  of  his  Matt.  viii. 
dH^fdes,   that  in  the  greateft  dangers  they  (hould  be.^Vj]][;/^*' 
alta&d^  or  in  the  leaft  manner  dHlrufl.     Since  nothing  is  i«V  ti  Witm^ 
inqioAble,  nothing  difficult  to  him,  (that  can  be  done,  or'*^'  **^' 
wfaieh  he  wiM  proraife,)  we  (hould  not,  in  refpe£i  of  afyy 
diflSeidCy  or  improbability  appearing,  doubt  in  the  leaft ; 
k  is*  iajwy  to  him,  it  id  foUy,  it  is  blafphemy  to  do  it. 

A.  We  ftonld  hence  dread  God;  fear  to  oppofe  hh 
wiM^  or  piiovoke  his  difpleafure.  Is  it  not  a  madnefs  for 
impotency  (fiich  as  ours)  to  contend  with  or  withftand 
OOMnpotOficy,  that  can  fo  eaiily  crufh  us  into  mifery,  into 

eM^  kri3sMAmiAf  y\  7,  r«  »)»  M^tiXSi  xt^rtinwt,        Horn,  Tl.  »,  526. 

X  % 


3o8  An  Expofiiian  im  the'Cftud. 

nothing?  Forafmuch  as  there  is  none  like  ynlo  ikee,  0 
Lord;  thou  art  great,  and  thy  name  is  great  in  might. 
Who  would  not  fear  thee,  0  King  of  nations?  (Jer.x.  6>  Jt) 
Fear  you  not  me  P  faith  the  Lord :  will  ye  not  tremble  at 
my  prefence,  which  have  placed  tlie  fand  for  the  bound  of 
thefea,  &c.  (Jer.  v.  22.)  It  is  the  argument  by  which 
Mofes  enforces  obedience  to  the  Law,  for  that  the  Lord  is 
a  great  God,  a  mighty  and  a  terrible,  (Deut.  x.  17.)  Our 
Saviour  admonifties  and  inculcates  eamefUy,  Fear  him, 
ivhich,  after  he  hath  killed,  hath  power  to  caji  into  heUi  I 
fay  unto  you,  fear  him.  (Luke  xii.  5.)  Do  we  provoke 
the  Lord  tojealoufyf  St.  Paul  urges ;  are  wefirqfnger  tia» 
he?  No,  let  us  follow  St.  Peter's  advice,  (i  Pet*  v-  6.) 
and  humble  ourfelves  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God.  But 
I  leave  thefe  and  other  applications,  eafily  emergent  firom 
thefe  points  of  do£trine,  to  your  further  meditation. 

It  may  be  demanded,  why,  beiide  that  of  Almighiy,  no 
other  attribute  of  God  is  exprefled  in  our  Creed;  why, 
for  inftance,  the  perfections  of  infinite  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  are  therein  omitted.  I  anfwer,  i.  That  all  fuch  per- 
fections are  included  in  the  notion  of  a  God,  whom, 
when  we  profefs  to  believe,  we  confequently  do  afcribe 
them  to  him;  for  he  that  fhould  profefs  to  believe  hi 
God,  not  acknowledging  thofe  perfections,  would  be  in- 
coniiftent  and  contradiCtious  to  himfelf;  Deum  negaret. 
Adv.  Marc,  as  Tertullian  fpeaks,  auferendo  quod  Dei  efl;  he  would 
*'  ^*  deny  God,  withdrawing  what  belongs  to  God.     %»  The 

title  vravToxpiroop,  ,as  implying  God's  imiverfal  providence 
in  the  prefervation  and  government  of  the  world,  doth 
alfo  involve  or  infer  all  divine  perfections  difplayed  therein; 
all  that  glorious  majefty  and  excellency,  for  which  be  is 
with  higheft  refpeCt  to  be  honoured  and  worihipped  by 
us;  which  added  to  the  name  of  God  doth  determine 
what  God  we  mean,  fuch  as  doth  ii)  all  perfection  excel, 
and  therewith  doth  govern  the  world.  I  might  add, 
3.  That  the  doClrine  of  God's  univerfal  providence  being 
not  altogether  fo  evident  to  natural  light,  as  thofe  attri- 
butes difcovered  in  the  world,  (more  having  doubted 
thereof,  and  difputed  againft  it  with  more  placability,)  it 
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was  therefore  convenient  to  add  it,  as  a  matter  of  faitli 
clearly  and  fully  (as  we  did  fhew)  attefled  unto  by  divine 
revelation.  So  much  may  fuffice  to  remove  fuch  a 
fcruple.     I  proceed. 

Sj^ahtt  of  I^eaden  anti  (Sa}tg« 

This'  claufe  is  one  of  thofe  which  was  of  later  times 
inferted  into  this  Creed,  none  of  the  more  ancient  expo- 
fitors  thereof  (Auguftin,  Ruffin,  Maximus  Taurinenfis, 
Chryfdogus,  &c.)  taking  any  notice  thereof.  But  Ire^- 
nans,  Tertullian,  and  other  moft  ancient  writers,  in  their 
nAes  of  faith  exhibit  the  fenfe  thereof;  and  the  confeffions 
of  all  general  councils  (the  Nicene,  and  thofe  after  it)  ex- 
prefs  It.  And  there  is  great  reafon  for  it,  not  only  thereby 
to  dilavow  and  defcry  thofe  prodigious  errors  of  Marcion  . 
and  Manichaeus,  and  other  fuch  heretics,  which  did  then 
afcribe  the  creation  of  the  world  (or  of  fome  parts  there- 
ofy  feeming  to  their  fancy  lefs  good  and  perfed)  to  an- 
other Godf  (or  principle,)  inferior  in  worth  and  goodnefs 
to  that  God  which  is  revealed  in  the  Gofpel  5  or  did  opi- 
nionate  two  principles,  (not  diftinft  only,  but  contrary  to 
each  other,)  from  one  whereof  good  things  did  proceed, 
from  the  other  bad  things.  But  alfo  for  that  the  creation 
of  the  world  is  that  peculiar,  auguft,  and  admirable  work 
of  God,  by  which  we  learn  that  he  is,  and  what  he  is ; 
by  which,  I  fay,  his  exiftence  is  moft  ftrongly  proved,  and 
in  which  his  divine  perfe6tions  are  moft  confpicuouily 
£fplayed;  which  is  the  prime  foundation  of  his  autho- 
rity over  the  world,  and  confequently  is  the  chief  ground 
of  natural  religion ;  of  our  fubje£tion  and  duty  and  de- 
votion toward  him.  This  title  alfo  moft  efpecially  cha- 
raAerizing  and  diftinguifhing  that  God  whom  we  believe 
and  adore  from  all  falfe  and  fi6titious  deities  :  for,  as  the 
Pfalmift  iings.  All  the  gods  of  the  nations  are  idols^  but  the  PC  xcvi.  5. 
Lord  made  the  heavens :  and  the  prophet  Jeremiah ;  The  Jcr.  x.  n. 
gods  that  have  not  made  the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  theyjhall  V'd.aKmgs 
perijhfrom  the  earth,  and  from  under  thefe  heavens :  AndAQn  xiv. 
we  preach  unto  you,  faid  St.  Paul  to  the  ignorant  Lycao-  **-»vii.a4. 
nians,  that  yejhould  turn  from  thofe  vanities  unto  the  livr 
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ing  God,  which  made  heaven  and  earth.    There  waf  rea* 
fon  therefore  more  than  fufficient  that  the  Creed  Ibould 
be  enlarged  and  enriched  with  this  fo  material  inlertioD^ 
that  we  fhould  be  obliged  explicitly  to  acknowledge  a 
point  of  fo  grand  confideration  and  ufe.     For  the  expli- 
cation whereof  and  the  terms  wherein  it  is  conceived,  we 
may  obferve,  firft^  that  the  ancient  Hebrews  having  (as  it 
feems)  in  their  language  no  one  word  properly  figDifying 
the  world,  (or  univerfal  fyftem  of  things  created  S)  did  ufe 
inflead  thereof  a  colledion  of  its  chief  parts,  (chief  either 
abfolutely  in  themfelves,  or  in  refped  to  us,)  theheavmaami 
the  earth  ;  adding  fometimes  thejea,  (yea  fomelinieet  tor 
Pf.  liix.  34.  fuller  explication,  fubjoining  to  heaven  Us  hq/i,  to  earth  Us 
G^nli'i!^'fulnefsy  to  thefea  Us  contents;)  but  moft  frequently  heavm 
Exodf  XX.   and  earth  are  put  to  deiign  the  whole ;  Infix  dajfs^  &ith 
s  kings      Mofes,  the  I^ord  made  heaven  and  earth  :  Do  not  I  fill 
xix.  15.      keaven  and  earth  ^  faith  the  Lord:  It  is  eafierfor  heaven 
34.        '    and  earth  to  pafs,  than  one  tittle  of  the  law  to  fail:  God^ 
Luke  xiri.   ^^j^  g^  p^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  world,  and  all  things  thamn^ 

Aasxvii.  feeing  that  he  is  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth:  where  the 

Vid.  ifa.     ^orld,  and  all  things  therein,  doth  figniiy  the  lame  with 

alii.  3.       heaven  and  earth,  God's  dominion  being  coextended  with 

his  creation,  as  being  grounded  thereon.    By  heaven  amd 

earth  therefore,  I  fay,  we  are  to  underftand  thofe  two  rfr- 

gions,  fuperior  and  inferior,  into  which  the  whole  frame 

of  things  is  divided,  together  with  all  the  beings  that  do 

refide  in,  belong  unto,  are  comprehended  by  them;  as 

Aas  \v.  34.  we  fee  fometimes  fully  exprefled ;  0  Lord,  thou  art  the 

God  that  hqfi  made  the  heavens,  the  earth,  the  fea,  and  mil 

things  being  in  them,  pray  the  Apoftks  in  the  A^  }  and 

Rev.  X.  6.  with  utmoft  diftin£tion  the  angel  in  the  Apocalypfeyic«ar5 

ly  him  that  liveth  for  ever,  who  created  the  heaven^  mnd 

the  things  that  therein  are,  and  the  earth  with  the  things 

that  therein  are,  and  thefea  with  the  things  therein. 

By  heaven  is  then  underftood  all  the  fuperior  legHM* 
encompafiing  the  earth,  and  from  it  on  aU  fidea  extended 


totlc's  definition  of  the  wofd.    X>r  Mamd^,  3. 
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.to  a  difiaiice  unconcdK^eably  vaft  and  fpaciousi  with  all  its 
parUy  fturhittire,  and  inhabitants ;  not  only  thofe  that  are 
vifi&le  MA  material,  but  alfo  thofe  that  are  immaterial  and 
infiflble.    By  him^  faith  St.  PatJ,  were  created  all  thingi Co\.  i.  i6. 
t^hick  ari  in  heavefi^  and  which  are  bi  etirth^  both  tho/h 
thAl  sre  tfifible  and  thofe  that  are  invifibhi  whether  thtjf 
fe  ikrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities^  or  powers,  alt 
thkigs  were  created  by  him :  that  is,  not  only  the  material 
aiid  fenfible  parts,  (thofe  bright  and  beautifVil  lampd  of 
light  eirpofed  to  our  fight,)  but  thofe  beings  of  a  more- 
piife  ttikd  refined  fubftance,  indifcemible  therefore  to  our 
ktdtj  how  eminent  foever  in  nature,  mighty  in  power,  ex- 
aked  in  dignity,  whofe  ordinary  refidence^  is  in  thofe  fu-''''^»  •^n- 
perior  refgions,   (as  being  God's  courtiers  and  domefticstTTudce. 
ofBeers,  attemtin^  upoti  and  miniftering  unto  him ;  ^  en-  ****  »^) 

proper  lui* 

cWHiAg  his  throne,  as  it  is  in  the  Apocalypfb,  and  a/ti;ay5  biution. 
bekokkng  his  face,  as  our  Saviour  teaches  us.  Matt,  xviii.  ^'  K*** 
lb.)  evfctt  thefe  all  were  made  by  God  :  for  they  are  in- 10. 
cliid<!d  in  the  univerfal  term  all :  if  God  made  all  things  MTtt.^zviVu 
id  beilven;  (as  we  heard  it  told  us  by  the  mouth  of  an  J®, 
aiigel  in  St.  John's  revelation,)  then  certainly  the  angels,  t#5  s^». 
(the  molt  confiderable  things  therein.)     And  they  are  ex- 
prefsly  cdled  the  fons  of  God,  (as  deriving  their  beingjobU.  1. 
firom  hiiti;)  and  they  are  fubjeft  to  God's  goveniriient^^^^j^* 
aini  jtirifdiAion,   (which  argues  their  proceeding  from6.  xxiz.  1. 
him  and  dependance  upon  him:)  and  St.  Jude  tells  us,Jude6. 
they  did  not  retain  t^  iavr&v  apx^,  their  beginning  or  J^f  *"*  '^' 
priiiutive  flate :  wherefore  they  had  a  beginning ;  and 
vrhetlce  that  but  from  God,  who  alone  (originally,  intrin- 
ttcaiSfyf  and  neceffarily)    hath  immortality,   and  confe- 
quetiftly  (a»  Ariftotle  proveth  by  feveral  reafotis  againftBcC«lo,i. 
Pfattd)  alone  hath  eterrtity :  arid  the  Pfalmift  calls  them^***  **'^ 
Ood^s  ivorks  ;  Bkfs  the  Lord,  faith  he,  ye  his  angels,  thatvttl.  c\\\, 
etcel  in  Jhrehgih,  that  do  his  commandments,  hearkening^^'^^'^^' 
unio  the  voice  of  his  word:  blefs  the  Lord,  all  his  hojls;  ye 
fkhu/krs  of  his,  that  do  his  pleafure :  then  concluding  and 
reeaphulating,  he  adds,  Bleft  the  Lord,  all  his  works  iH 
dllpktces  of  his  dominion  :  and  agam,  in  the  1481%  P!&bi,Ff.»iviii. 
fniiimeniiig^  aH  the  creation  to  a  conibrt  of  doxolo]^,  he 

X4 
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bi^ins  with  the  heavens^  and  then  proceeds  to  the  earth, 
making  a  very  particular  recitation  of  the  chief  parts,,  and 
inhabitants  belonging  to  each :  and  in  the  firft  place  reck- 
oning the  angels,  then  the  ftars,  then  the  heaven  of  hea- 
vens, he  fubjoins  the  reafon,  why  they  ought  all  to 
praife  God ;  Let  them,  faith  he,  praife  the  name  of  the 
Lard:  for  he  commanded^  and  they  were  created;  he  hath 
alfojiahlijhed  them  for  ever  and  ever  ;  he  hath  made  a  de- 
cree (concerning  thero)  which  Jhall  not  pqfs.  Thus  doth 
the  Scripture  teach  us  concerning  the  exiftence  w4  ori- 
^nal  of  thofe  fublime  beings,  to  the  knowledge  of  whom 
(that  they  are,  what  they  are,  whence  they  are)  natural 
light  could  not  reach;  although  from  primitive  tradition, 
even  the  heathens  thenifelves  did  in  a  manner  acknow- 
ledge this  truth,  calling  all  the  inferior  and  fecondaiy 
gods  the  children  of  the  firil  and  fupreme  God,  as  we  did 
formerly  touch,  dso)  dtcuv  cSv  lyeo  ^fjnoopyos  crariy^:  fo 
God  fpeaks  to  them  in  Plato's  Timaeus.  And. for  all 
other  things,  both  in  heaven  and  earth,  the  material, 
frame  of  the  world,  with  all  its  parts,  (compa£ted  toge- 
ther in  fo  fair,  fo  fit,  fo  faft  an  order,)  we  have  before  fuf- 
vid.  Com-  ficiently  difcourfed,  that  they  fpeak  themfelves  (even  to 
Ant!  pag.  ^^^twral  underftanding)  to  have  been  produced  by  a  moft 
1*^-  wife,  moft  powerful,  moft  beneficent  author ;  that  is,  by 

God ;  which  is  confirmed  by  teftimonies  of  holy  writ  in- 
numerable, and  which  need  not  to  be  repeated. 

And  thus  much  (as  we  did  alfo  formerly  (hew)  the  gene- 
rality of  mankind  hath  always  confented  unto;  as  alfo  the 
moft  and  beft  reputed  philofophers  did  (in  general  terms) 
avow  it.  There  is  only  one  particular,  wherein  they  feem 
to  have  difagreed  (fome  or  moft  of  them)  from  what 
Chriftian  piety  obliges  us  to  acknowledge;  which  con- 
cerns the  matter  of  corporeal  things  :  for  even  Plato  him- 
felf  (who  fo  pofitively  and  exprcfsly  doth  affert  the  world 
to  have  been  framed  by  God)  is  yet  conceived  to  fuppofe 
the  matter  of  things  to  have  been  eternal  and  imcreated ; 
afcribing  only  to  God  the  forming  and  difpofing  it  into 
a  good  order,  agreeable  to  fome  patterns  preexiftent  in 
bis  wife  underftanding ;  even  as  a  good  artift  doth  out  of 
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an  unfbapen  lump  of  matter  frame  a  bandfome  piece  ofVid.Ter- 
work^  eonformable  to  fome  idea  preconceived  iiihis  mind.  Vj^^„i  cap. 
(Socrates  and   Plato,  faith  Plutarch,  did  fuppofe  three  J*- «« ^^: 
principles  of  things,  tov  dfoy,  r^y  uAi^y,  t^¥  ISeav,  God,  Mat-  cic  deDiv. 
ter.  Idea:  God  is  the  mind,  Matter  the  firft  fubjeft  of  g^  Qu^t^'oc^' 
Deration  and  corruption.  Idea  an  incorporeal  fubfiftence  in  phyficus 
the  conceptions  of  God.     Anaxagoras  alfo  (the  fame  au-  ^^^f' 
thor  tells  us,  and  Ariftotle  confirms  it  in  his  Metaphyfics,  pc  Placiti8, 
commending  his  opinion)  did  affirm  two  principles,  one  A„^n.  i^. 
paffvoe,  matter,  (confiding  of  an  infinite  number  of  fmall^*- 
particles  like  to  one  another  in  (hape,)  the  other  a(9it/f,9»4, 
tmderftanding ;  and  to  the  fame  effed  he  reduces  Pytba- 
goras's  conceits,  though  with  much  obfcurity  exprefled^) 
And  Ariftotle  tells  us,  that  generally  all  natural  philofo- 
phers  before  him  did  conceive  and  aflume  it  for  a  prin- 
ciple, (it  was  nxivn^  lo^a  roov  ^u<r4xopv,  tog  0^  yivo/xfyov  ouStyo;  ix 
Tou  iMj  Srrosy)  "  that  nothing  was  made  out  of  nothing,  or 
that  every  thing  made  had  neceifarily  fome  preexifient 
matter,  out  of  which  it  was  made;  [which  principle  Arif- 
totle himfelf  not  only  ^  admits,  in  his  fenfe,  but  extends 
farther,  affirming  it  impoffible,  that  any  thing  (hould  be 
produced  out  of  matter  not  predifpofed  to  admit  the  form 
to  be  introduced,  OuSe  yivsrai  orioDy  1^  orou  oSy:  Every  thing 
is  not  made  of  every  thing;  but  out  of  fome  fubje£t  fitted 


'  Thales's. conceit  was  alfo  in  a  manner  the. fame;  who  (as  Tul^  tells  us, 
I>e  Nat.  Deor.  i.)  Aquam  dixit  effe  initium  rerum,  Deum  autem  earn  men- 
tem,  que  ex  aqua  cunfla  fingeret.  The  Stoics  alfo  had  this  opinion ;  as  Lip- 
fitis  by  many  teftimonies  proves  in  his  Phyiiologia  Stoica. 

«M^«ir  iTmii  vhf  •ir«i«»  Sktif  V*  )•  ittwff  rif  f»  «vr^  Xiy«y  r**  B^tow,     Laert,  in  • 
Zr«.    Vid.  Sen.  Epift,  63. 

'£«  ^h  SfTttf  yiytirau  i^ujiarof  Tt^i  riif  rmCrnf  ofMyfttfMvw^t  rnt  ^^int  &9ramt 

»  Phyf.  i.  5,  9. 

Vide  locum  lucalentum.    Metaph.  i.  a. 

*Au  irr}  vt  i  ywinurmf  l^  tv  yiynrm  ri  ytynifAgwt,  •tw  rk  fvr»  mm  r»  ^m  Im 

Oc.  de  Div.  ii. 

— -  Erit  aliquid  quod  aut  ex  nihilo  ortatur,  aut  in  nihilum  fubito  occidat : 
quis  hoc  phyiicus  dixit  unqaam  ?    Fid.  Anton,  iv.  feA.  4« 
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t&ftr«IOy  or  capable  tberaof ;  ad  as&mak  mA  pUtdM  out  of 
i\mt  fedds.}  Whioh  prittdpks^  bong  <!tecliic6d  ft6ta  ob^ 
fenration  of  natur^  olfe£t85  (or  works  of  art^  pafditttviA 
always  by  alterations  and  tran^pofitions  c^  fottie  fnbjae^t 
matter,  we  may  fafely,  in  refpeft  only  to  fueh  kind  df 
efieSSy  adonit ;  allowing  ti6  nataral  i^U  W  ateted  ar- 
tificer al^  to  produce  any  Ibuig  wifhooft  foaie  fubfeAy 
aptly  qualified  and  prepared  to  receive  its  influtoce.  But 
hence  to  conclude  geificrally,  that  every  ai^oii  p6i6bte 
doth  neceflarily  require  a  matter  pr^idilent,  or  pnsdi& 
poTed  fubjefil:,  is  nowife  reafonaUe ;  be<:£aufe  foeh  a  thiiig 
doth  ttot  ttfually  according  to  the  courfe  of  nature  hap« 
pen,  themfore  it  is^  in  itfelf  abfolutely  impoffibte  to  fae^  is 
no  good  colledidn ;  nO  lo^  wifl  allow  n«  from  par^idaf 
experiments  to  eftablifli  general  conclufiorts;  ef^^ecfalfiy 
fnch  as  oonoem  abfolute  impoifibility  Of  things  to  be 
otherwife,  than  fometimes  they  appear  to  be :  there  may 
be,  for  all  we  can  know,  agents  of  another  foft,  aud 
powers  nmch  differing  in  kind  and  manner  Of  efficacy 
fpom  thofe  which  are  fubje£):  to  our  obfervation ;  efpe^  ^ 
cially  to  fuppofe  the  Supreme  Being  (that  made  the 
world)  can  himfelf  a€t  no  otherwife,  than  we  fee  thefe  in« 
fbrior  things  do,  is  grofsly  vain ;  nor  from  any  certain 
principle  of  reafon  can  it  ever  appear,  that  it  is  impoffible 
feme  fubdances  (hould  be  totally  produced  de  novo,  or 
receive  an  exiftence  which  they  had  not.  We  Canitot 
derive  any  fuch  propofition  from  fenfe :  it  affures  us  that 
feme  effe^s  are  poffible,  but  cannot  help  us  to  determine 
what  is  impofllible :  that  which  we  fee  done  is  poifible ; 
but  what  we  cannot  perceive  done,  is  not  therefore  im- 
pofllible :  nor  can  any  reafon  of  ours  reach  the  extent  of 
all  powers  and  pofllibilities.  That  opinion  therefore  of 
the  ancient  philofophers,  that  the  matter  of  the  world,  or 
of  natural  things,  is  eternal  and  uncreated,  had  no  certain 
foundation :  we  may  fay  to  them,  as  our  Saviour  once 
Matt  zxii.  did  to  the  Sadducees  ;  Ye  err,  not  knowing  the  Scriptures, 
*'*  nor  the  power  of  God:  and  that  their  opinion  was  indeed 

falfe,  and  contr^y  to  our  faith,  may  appear,  i,  Beeafitfe 
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U  is  fo  often  generally  affirmed  in  bcdy  Scripture,  that  God  Rom.  x. 
did  make  (dl  tkings;  all  things  thai  are  in  heaven  and  im^^*    ^ 
earth :  it  is  uniafe,  and  not  without  great  reafon  ever  to 
be  done,  to  make  limitations  and  reftri£tions  of  umverial 
propofitionsy  often  (yea  conftantly)  fo  fet  down«    And 
like  as  St.  Paul  fomewhere  difcourfes;  Becaufe  it  is  laidRoin.x..n. 
in  the  Prophets,  Every  one  tkat  beUeveth  in  him  Jhall  not 
be  q/kamed;  Whofoever  Jhall  call  upon  the  name  of  /AeRom*x*io, 
LordJkM  befaved;  therefore  both  Jews  and  Greeks  (in 
cafe  of  belief  and  calling  upon  God)  are  capable  of  fklva* 
tion  and  acceptance,  ev  yif  brr%  ^onrroAjy,  for  that  there  b 
no  diftinftioD  or  exception  made :  io  it  being  laid  univer-^ 
(ally  and  without  any  limitation,  all  things  were  mad^ 
thnefore  the  matter  of  things  was  alfo  made ;  the  matter 
being  one  thing,  yea,  in  the  opinion  of  moft  philofophers^ 
as  well  ancient  as  modem,  the  principal  thing,  the  only 
liibfiantial  thing  in  nature;  all  other  things  being  only 
the  modes  and  affie£tions  thereof.    Whence  Ariftotk  teDaMetaph.  1. 
US9  that  moft  of  the  firft  philosophers  did  affirm  nothing.piiyf.  f,  g. 
to  be  made,  nothing  to  be  deftroyed,  becaufe  matter  did 
always  exift  and  abide  the  fame;  as  if  nothing  elfe  ia 
nature  had  any  being  confiderable.     If  God  therefore  didVid.  Lac- 
not  produce  matter  itfelf,  he  could  hardly  be  accountedji.  ^p.  1^9^ 
aiitbor  of  any  thinir  in  nature :  how  then  is  he  truly  af-^;)  ^»^P"* 
finned  the  maker  of  all  things  ?  2.  Again ;  God  is  in  likehac  de  re. 
manner  affirmed  generally  the  true  pofleflbr  and  proprietor 
qS  all  things,  exceptii^  none :  how  fo,  if  he  did  not  make 
them  ?  is  not  this  exprefled  the  foundation  of  his  right 
and  dominion  ?  The  heavens  are  thine,  the  earth  alfo  is'^-  Uxxiz. 
tbme:  as  for  the  world,  and  the  fulnefr.  thereof,  thou  hq/t 
founded  them:  how  is  God,  I  fay,  Lord  and  owner  of 
matter,  (at  leaft  by  the  moft  excellent  fort  of  rights)  but 
for  that  he  did  produce  and  doth  fuftain  its.  beings  and 
therefore  may  juftly  ufe  and  difpofe  of  it  according  to  his 
pleafurePT  3.  Again;  fuppofing  any  being  eternal,  unmade^ 

r  -—  de  re  non  faa,  Tcilicet  non  &Aa  ab  ipfo.    Tert,  md  Mtrm,  %.    De 
alkno  mhm,  vat  precario  ufus  eft  c^iia  e|;cn&  cjnt,  aot  uijiinai  f|)im  pievalfiia 
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and  independent  upon  God^  doth  advance  that  being  in 
fome  refpeft  to  an  equality  with  Grod,  (imparting  thofe 
great  attributes  of  God  thereto,)  and  it  deprives  him  of 
thofe  perfe6Uons,  making  him  to  depend  upon  it  in  his 
operations,  and  not  ali«fufficient  in  himfelf  without  it :  it 
derogates  from  his  prerogative,  and  limits  his  power*. 
4.  Farther,  as  Ariftotle  well  difcourfeth  againft  the  an- 
cient philofophers,  who,  before  Anaxagoras,  did  affign 
but  one  principle  to  things,  (that  material  and  paffive 
one,)  as  if  no  a£tive  principle  were  required ;  fo  may  we 
argue  againft  him  and  them  together;  *if  God  did  produce 
and  infert  an  a£^ive  principle  into  nature,  (as  who  can 
well  imagine  thofe  admirable  works  of  nature,  the  fe- 
minal  propagation  and  neutrition  of  plants ;  the  genera* 
Uon,  motion,  fenfe,  appetite,  paflion  of  animals  to  be  per- 
formed by  a  mere  blind  agitation  of  matter,^without  fome 
a&ive  principle  diftinA  from  matter^  difpofing  and  deter- 
mining it  toward  the  produ^ion  of  fuch  fpeciiic  efre£ts  ?) 
if  God  could,  I  fay,  produce  fuch  an  a6tive  principle, 
(fuch  an  IvreXix^tMy  to  ufe  the  philofopher's  word,)  why 
might  he  not  as  well  produce  a  paffive  one,  fuch  as  the 
matter  is?  5.  Farther,  if  God  did  produce  immaterial 
beings,  (iimple  and  uncompounded  fubftances,  di(tind 
from  all  matter,)  fuch  as  angels  and  the  fouls  of  men, 
merely  out  of  nothing,  (for  out  of  what  preexiftent  fub- 
ftance  could  they  be  made  ?)  then  may  he  as  well  create 
matter  out  of  nothing.  What  greater  difficulty  can  we 
conceive  in  making  fuch  a  lower  imperfect  thing,  than  in 
making  thofe  more  excellent  beings,  fo  much  farther^  as 
it  were,  removed  from  nonentity  ?   If  any  thing  be  pro- 


*  Quis  alius  Dei  cenfus  quam  stemitas  ? 

*  Veritas  fie  unum  Deuiti  exigit  defendendo,  ut  folius  fie  quicquid  ipfiui 
eft.     TertuU.  adv,  Herm^g,  4)  5. 

Nemo  non  egec  eo,  de  cujus  utitur ;  nemo  non  fubjicitur  ei  cujus  egec,  ut 
pofiit  uti :  et  nemo  qui  prseflat  de  fuo  uti>  non  in  hoc  fuperior  eft  eo,  cui 
preeftat  uti.    Ih,  8. 

Metaph.  i.  8. 

Kifi  quod  jam  non  omnipotens,  fi  non  et  hoc  potens  ex  nihilo  omnia  pro- 
ferrc.     lb. 
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ducible  out  of  nothing,  why  not  all  things  capable  of  ex-- 
ifience,  by  a  virtue  omnipotent  ^  ?  But  that  fuch  imma- 
terial beings  were  produced  by  God^  we  faw  before  from 
many  plain  teitimonies  of  divine  revelation.     6.  I  add, 
that  the  manner  of  God's  making  the  world,  delivered  in 
Scripture,  by  mere  will  and  command;  {He /pake,  and  U Pfal.zxsiU. 
was  done;  he  commanded,  and  it  JloodfcLJl;)  that  by  only  ^* 
pronouncing  the  word^^,  all  things  (hould  be  fotmed 
attd  conftituted  in  their  fpecific  natures  and  perfections, 
doth  argue  that  matter  might  be  produced  out  of  nothing 
by  divine  power :  as  alfo  the  efie£ling  miracles,  contrary 
to  the  courfe  of  nature,  (without  any  preparation  or  pre- 
dilpofition  of  the  fufcipient  matter,)  in  the  fame  manner, 
(by  faying  only,  as  our  Saviour  did ;  0fXa),  xada^/o-^irn,  jLuke  t.  19. 
will;  be  thou  cleanfed :  JVoman,  great  is  thy  faith :  Fnn}*  Matt.  zr. 
^ifnt  0-01  (0$  ^iXiif,  Be  it  to  thee  as  thou  defireft,)  *  doth  •*n,^,^, 
{hew  the  fame.     For  it  is  nowife  harder,  nor  more  impof*  >>>>•'  ^•i* 
fible^  to  produce  matter  itfelf,  than  to  produce  a  form  Lal[nrihi4. 
therein,  without  or  againft  its  aptitude  to  receive  it :  nay, 
it  feems  more  difficult  to  make  children  to  Abraham  out  Matt.  Hi.  9. 
of  (tones,  than  to  make  them  out  of  nothing:  there  l)eing  a 
pofitive  obftacle  to  he  removed;  here  no  refiftance  appear- 
ing; there  l)eing  as  well  fomewhat  preceding  to  be  deftroy- 
ed>  as  fomething  new  to  be  produced.    [Efpecially,  I  fay, 
confidering  that  God  ufes  no  other  means  or  initruroents  in 
thefe  productions,  than  his  bare  word  and  command;  which 
why  fhould  we  not  conceive  as  able  immediately  to  produce 
the  matter,  as  the  forms  of  things?]  7.  Laltly,  the  text 
of  Mofes,  defcribing  the  manner  and  order  of  the  creation, 
doth  iniinuate  this  truth ;  In  the  beginning,  faith  he,  God 
made  heaven  and  earth :  now  the  earth  was  without  form : 
firft,  it  feems,  God  made  the  matter  of  heaven  and  earth, 
devoid  of  all  form   and  order,  a  confufed  and  unihapen 
mafs;  then  he  digefted  and  diftinguifhed  its  parts;  by 
feveral  degrees  raifing  thence  all  thofe   various   kinds. 


b  —  Cur  non  omnia  ex  nihilo,  (i  aliquid  ex  nihilo,  nifi  fi  infuffictent  fviit 
divina  virtttt  omnibus  producendis  quae  aliquid  protulerit  ex  nihiloy  &c. 
Tert,  adv,  Herm.  15. 
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ihoie  well  arrayed  hofts  of  goodly  creatures  o.  From 
thefc  prcmifcs  we  may  conclude  (againfl  ihofe  philofo- 
phers,  who,  deftitule  of  the  light  of  revelation,  did  con- 
ceive cuhcrwife;  and  agatnft  fuch  ChrilUans  as  have  fol- 
lowed iheni  i  as  Hermogenes,  whom  Tertullian  hath, 
upon  ihis  occafion,  writ  a  difcourfc  againfl,  and  fome 
Socinians,  Voikeim,  &.c.)  that  God  did  create,  (in  the 
mod  ftrict  and  fcholadical  fcnfe  of  that  word,)  produce  ont 
of  nolhing,  either  immediately  or  mediately  befiow  totil 
cxiflence  upon  every  thing  that  is,  not  excepting  any 
c  one ;  and  that  this  is  the  true  meaning  of  thefc  word), 
1,5,  Maker  of  heai'tn  and  earth,  which  is  afcribed  here  to  God, 
''■  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jejus  Ckrijl ;  a  truth,  which  aH 
,6,  good  Chriftians  have  always  acknowledged,  and  the  holy 
Scripliires  do  inoft  plainly  avouch,  (for  to  us  there  is  hat 
one  God,  the  Father,  from  whom  are  all  ihitigs,  and  vt 
from  him  ;  aitd  one  Lord  Jefiis  Chri/i,  (his  Son,)  fp  whom 
are  ail  things,  and  we  by  him  ;)  though  Marcion  trf  uH 
(and  other  GnoHical  heretics  before  and  after  him)  did 
contradift  it,  affirming  that  the  God  who.made  the  world, 
and  cnafted  the  Law,  (whom  Mofes  did  declare,}  waa  a 
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Of  ^jSaHty  to  this  was  the  c^rror  gf  Uiie  MwicEee^  who 
fiippoibd  two  firft  c^ufes  of  things^  one  of  good,  the  other 
oiiad,  taken,  itXeems,  from  the  Perfian>  Egyptian,  or  other 
Elbnksal  dodrines,  which  to  this  purpofe  we  may  fee  re« 
oted  by  Plut^r^,  in  his  tradate  de  Ifide  et  Oftride:  tbei'lut.  de  if, 
Perfi^n,  froip  21pro^er,  he  tells  us,  bad  their  Oromaaef  669.  '  ^' 
Slid  Ariupwuus;  the  Egyptians  their  Ofiris  and  Typhonj  ^^^' ^'* 
tbe  CbaJde^a  their  good  and  bad  planets;  the  Greeks 
their  Zeus  and  ^ades;  the  Pythagoreans  their  Moy<x(  and 
(iiM^;  Smpedodei;  his  Concord  and  Difqord,  &c.  Tbe 
CQpAOiop  reMoB  or  grouiid  upon  which  erroneous  conceits 
were  buUt  wa^  this  3  that  tb^re  hm%  in  nature  fo9ie  things 
bpineffeft  and  b^,  thefe  Qould  not  proceed  from  perfed 
goodn^fs ;  it  would  h^ve  produced  all  things  in  higbeft 
ptvCsj^Ucm  and  in  indefo^ihte  fiate  of  goodnefs.  (If,  dif- 
couifetb  Plutar^ih  ther^,  expr^ng  the  inain  of  tbeir  argu* 
meqt,  nothing  naturally  can  arife  without  a  cauii^,  and 
good  c^jpnet  a£R>rd  caufality  to  evil,  it  is  nece0ary  that 
QStuFe  Ihpuld  have  a  proper  feed  apd  principle  of  evil„  as 
well  as  good<i :  and  thus  it  feems  to  the  mod  and  wifeft : 
for  they  ipdeed  cqnp^ve  two  Gods,  as  it  were,  counter- 
plottii^  efK)h  other  I  one  the  contriver  and  producer  of 
good  things,  and  tl^  other  of  b^  ;  calling  the  better  one, 
God;  the  oth^r,  Dn^vft^n.) 

But  this  difcQurfe  bath  twQ  great  faults :  it  fuppo£(th 
^Piroetlupg  iDiperf^.  and  evil,  which  is  aot  truly  fo;  and 
tl^t  which  is  truly  inf^perfofl  ^nd  c^vil  it,  affigneth  to  a 
i^rong  caufe  s  it  fupppfe^  iov^  things  according  t/p  their 
original  Cfonftitutioi^  Ifnpei^eS;  ^uid  evil,  whiqh  is  &lfe: 
diere  was  no  c^eatur^  which  did  R^.  at  fii'ft  pa&  the  divine 
spfftrob^^don  5  God  Jkuf  eK^ery  thmg  ihai  he  had  mod^  aff^G«n.  i.  31. 
\ehold,  U  was  v^  go94-  Qopd ;  that,  ia^  cmvenieMtr  and 
fvitala^e  to  it^  4e^g%  £^r  and  d«^Qt  m  i^  pjbp^  wd  pro- 
portion :  yery  good  i  il^it  is,  akpgetb^r  perfeft  in,  iits  de- 
gree, wit^ut  wy  bJeaiifl)  qjn  flaw>  not  }iable  to  any  juft 
exception.   There  b^  iiKleed  degrees  of  perfeftion,  (it  was 

i;«i,  iu  ytpum  IKmf  mm  HfiX^t  »€wt(  a^h^^  4#)  mm5.  m  ^m?  h^f,  *«♦ 


52C  An  Expojition  <m  ike.  Creeds 

fit  there  (hould  be  fuch  in  great  variety,  that  things  might 
commend  and  illufirate  each  other;)  fome  things  may 
comparatively  be  faid  to  be  imperfed,  or  lefs  excellent  in 
refpeft  of  others,  but  nothing  is  pofitively  bad  or  imper- 
feA,  void  of  that  perfedion  due  to  its  nature  and  kind: 
Every  thing  contributes  fomething  to  the  ufe  and  orna- 
ment of  the  whole ;  no  weed  that  grows  out  of  the  earthy 
ho  worm  that  creeps  upon  the  ground,  but  hath  its  beauty, 
and  yields  fome  profit ;  notliing  is  defpicable  or  abomin- 
able, though  all  things  not  alike  admirable  and  amiable; 
There  is  nothing  therefore  imfit  or  unworthy  to  have  pro-^ 
ceeded  from  God ;  nothing  which  doth  not  in  fome  fort 
and  degree  confer  to  the  manifeAation  of  his  glorious  wif- 
dom,  power,  and  goodnefs.      0  Lord,  faith  the  devout 

Pf.  ci?.  a*.  Pfalmift,  after  particular  confideration  of  them,  how  mani" 
fold  are  thy  works  /  in  wifdom  haji  thou  made  them  all :  ike 

Wifd.  i.  14.  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches :  He  created  all  things,  thai  they 
might  have  their  being:  and  the  generations  of  the  world 
tvere  healthful;  and  there  is  no  poifon  of  deflmfiion  in 
them,  faith  the  Hebrew  Wife  Man. 

As  for  thofe  real  imperfe6tions  and  evils,  (moral  evik, 
habitual  diflempers,  irregular  actions,  with  all  the  mif- 
chiefs  confequent  on  them,)  we  need  not  feek  any  one 
eternal  caufe  for  them ;  (though  order  and  uniformity  do, 
diforder  and  confufion  do  not,  argue  any  unity  of  caufe 
whence  they  (hould  proceed;)  the  true  caufes  of  them 
are  notorious  enough :  men,  (or  other  intelleAual  agents,) 
their  voluntarily  declining  from  the  way  God  doth  pre-» 
fcribe  them ;  difobeying  his  laws  and  precepts,  tranljjreiBf^ 
ing  the  di£bites  of  their  own  reafons,  abufing  their  own 
faculties,  perverting  themfelves  and  others,  (by  their  bad 
example,  perfuafion,  allurement,  or  violence ;)  thefe  caufes 
of  fuch  evils  are  moft  vifible  and  palpable ;  they  are  called 
our  ways,  our  works,  our  inventions ;  they  are  imputed 
altogether  to  us;  we  are  blamed,  we  are  punifhed  for 
them.  Nor  need  we  to  inquire  any  other  principle  of 
them ;  (no  Arimanius,  no  uncreated  Cacodsemon^  no  eter- 
nal Fate  to  father  them'upon.)    . 
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As  finr  other  evils  of  grief  and  pain,  incident  to  the  na-  Mali  nulla 
ture  or  confequent  upon  the  aftions  of  any  being,  they  a'^  jJ^^a^J^ 
fuch  as  God  bimfelf  (without  any  derogation  to  his  good-  boni  mali 
ncfs)  may  in  his  wifdom  or  juftice  be  author  of,  for  ends  "g^^f^JJ^^ 
fometinies  apparent  to  our  underfianding,  fometimes  fur-  */f  <^«».  -D. 
paifing  its  reach ;  it  may  fuffice  that  God  challengeth  to  Roni*.xi.38« 
bimfelf  the  being  caufe  of  them ;  Shall  there  be  any  evil  Amot  iU.6. 
m  the  cityt  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  itP  Doth  not  et;i7Latn.m.a8. 
and  good  proceed  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Moji  High  ?   Jlfiu  xlv.  57. 
MS  the  Lordj  and  there  is  none  elfe:  I  form  the  light  and 
create  darknefs :  I  make  peace  and  create  evil:  I  the  Lord 
do  all  ihefe  things.     For  thefe  evils,  therefore,  is  it  in  vain 
to  learch  for  any  other  caufe  than  God's  juft  providence. 
But  I  will  not  trouble  you  farther  in  confidering  the  mif* 
takes  of  thofe  blind  philofophers  or  blafphemous  he- 
retics. 

I  will  only  briefly  touch  upon  a  confideration  or  two 
(coficeming  the  manner  how  and  the  reafon  why  God 
did  make  the  world)  which  will  commend  it  to  us,  and 
ground  fomewhat  of  our  duty,  and  direft  our  pra6lice  in  Non  poteft 
re£pe€t  thereto.     The  manner  of  God's  producing  the^uPn^f^f 
^orld  was  altogether  voluntary,  abfolutely  free:  it  did <^»t "'"fi <^ " 
not  proceed  from  him  as  heat  doth  from  the  fire,  or  light  efTneceffi:.^ 
from  the  fun,  by  a  natural  or  neceflkry  emanation,  (as^'^*^^* 
Ibme  philofophers  have  conceited,  fome  later  Platonills,  Pr^t/: 
and  fome  Stoics,)  but  from   his  wife  counfel  and  freeXl-\^'' 

,  pig.  10. 

choice.      (He  could   have   abftained   from  making   the 

world ;  he  could  have  made  it  otherwife.)     Thou  art  wor*  Rev.  iv.  11. 

thjff  O  Lord^  to  receive  glory  and  honour  and  power ;  for 

thou  hq/i  created  all  things^  x^  itot  to  diXijfta  o-S,  and  for 

(or  by)  thy  will  (or  pleafure)  they  are  and  were  created, 

(ay  the  elders  in  the  Revelation.     It  is  the  property  of 

God^  St.  Paul  tells  us,  to  perform  all  things  according  tozph.  i.  11. 

the  counfel  of  his  will.    He  could  not  be  fatally  deter- 

mined,  there  being  no  fuperior  caufe  to  condrain  him. 

He  could  not  be  obliged  to  impart  any  perfe^ion,  being 

mafter  of  all,  and  debtor  to  none :  it  would  deftroy  all 

ground  of  our  thankfulnefs  and  devotion,  if  Grod  was 

not  a  free  age^t.     And  it  is  plain,  if  the  world  had 

VOL.  V.  T 
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been  produced  by  neceflary  emanauon,   that  it  fliould 
have  been  eternal ;  as  if  the  fun  had  been  eternal^  the 
light  bad  been  fo.     But  that  the  world  was  produced 
in  time^  and  that  not  long  fince,  (within  five  or  fix  thou^ 
fand  years,)  not  only  faith  and  divine  chronology  affiire 
us,  but  reaibn  alfo  (hews^  and  all  hifiory  confpives  to 
make  us  believe;  there  being  no  nronuments  or  proba- 
ble memory  of  afUons  beyond  that  time ;  and  by  wlut 
progreflions  mankind  was  propagated  and  difperfed  over 
the  world,  how  and  when  and  where  nations  were  planted, 
and  empires  r^fed,  and  cities  built,  and  arts  invented  or 
improved,  it  is  eafy  enough  to  trace  near  the  original 
times  and  places.     The  world  therefore^  in  pefpe6k  of 
time  conceivable  by  us,  is  very  young;  and  not  numy 
fucceiSons  of  men's  lives  have  pafled  between  its  beg»- 
ning  and  ours :  whence  it  is  evident  that  it  was  fitoely 
produced  by  God.    And  how  he  produced  it  the  Scrip- 
ture farther  teaches  us ;  not  with  any  laborious  care  or 
toil ;  not  with  help  of  any  engines  or  inftruments  fubfer- 
vient ;  not  by  indudng  any  preparatory  difpofitions,  but 
4mAjS  r^  jStfXnrdfti,  (as  Clemens  Alexandrinus  fpeaJcs,)  by  bi» 
AdT.Hcni[i.ikiere  will  and  word;  (thefe  were  the  hands,  as  Tertidliait 
Pf.  cU.85.  expounds  it,  by  which  it  is  faid  God  made  the  heavens;) 
at  his  call  they  did  all  immediately  fpring  up  out  of 
nothing ;  at  his  command  they  obediently  ranged  thettH 
fe]ves  into  order.     It  was  not  only  a  high  ftrain  of  rheto- 
Sea.  7.      ric  in  Mofes,  (as  Longinus  fuppofed,)  but  a  mod  proper 
expreifion  of  that  incomprehenfible  efficacy  which  attends* 
the  divine  will  and  decree. 

But  (fince  God  did  not  only  make  the  world  freely,  but 

wifely,  and  all  wife  agents  a6\  to  (bme  purpofe,  aim  at 

fome  end)  why  did  God  make  the  world?    it  may  be 

aiked ;  what  reafon  induced  httn  thereto  ?  I  anfwer  with 

Sen.  Epift.  Plato,  ayoAh  n^,  {Qu4Bris  quid  propq/itum  Jit  DeoP  Beiif- 

^^*  tas :  tia  eerie  Plato  ait :  Qu€B  Deojaciendi  mundum  caufa 

fuit  ?  Bonus  e/if  nuUa  cujufquam  loni  invidia  efi :)  He  wa» 

good :  his  natural  benignity  and  munificence  was  the  oidy 

motive  that  incited  (or  invited)  him  to  this  great  a£tioa  of 

imparting  exiftenoe  aad  fuitabk  peffedion  to  his  creatum 
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itXp^QtifHj*    No  benefit  or  emohiiDent  could  kence  ao- 
•oiue  to  kim ;  no  aoceflion  of  beatitude :  he  cBd  not  need 
any  profit  or  pleafure  from  without  hiznfelf,  being  full 
within^  rich  in  all  perfefidon^  completely  happy  in  the 
oontemj&tion  and  enjoyment  of  himfelf.     Our  goodnels  pr.  xvi.  9. 
doth  not  extend  to  God ;  we  cannot  anywife  advance  or 
amplify  him  thereby :  Can  a  marij  faith  Eliphaz^  (can  any  job  xxU.  s. 
efcaturey)  be  profitable  to  God  ?  No :  goodnefs  is  freely 
difiiifive  and  conmiimicative  of  itfelf;  love  ia  adive  and 
frukfidi  higheft  excdience  is  void  of  all  envy  and  felfiih* 
nefii  and  tenacity :  thefe  being  intrinfecal  to  God'd  nature, 
{/er  CM  is  looe;  that  b,  eflentially  loving  and  good,)  did  1  John  i?. 
dfifpofis  him  to  beAow  fb  much  of  beings  beauty,  delight,  ^'  ^^' 
tod  oootfort  upon  his  creatures.     Hence,  The  earthy  faith  pr.  xxxin. 
tl»o  Fiaknift,  i^fiiU  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord;  that  it^  ^*  ^'''-  ^^* 
evory  creature  thereii^  is  an  efieS:  thereof,  partakes  thereof 
in  its  being  and  enjoyments.     The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  Pf.  cziv.  9. 
hie  Sender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works ;  (his  tender  mer* 
ciea,  rachamavip  his  bowels  of  affe£tion ;)  good  and  ten- 
der over  all  his  works,  as  well  in  producing  them  as  pre- 
ienriDg  them ;  in  rendering  them  at  firfl  capable  to  receive 
good^  aa  in  providing  for  and  difpenfing  good  unto  them. 
Thai  thou  give/i  them  they  gather;  (it  is  fpoken  in  refpe^Pf.  civ.  as, 
to  the  whole  univerfity  of  creatures;)  thou  open^  thy 
hand,  they  are  all  filled  with  good:  it  is  from  God's  open 
hand  (his  immenfe  bounty  and  liberality)  all  creatures  do 
deceive  all  that  good  which  fills  and  fatiates  them,    A 
glimpfe  of  which  truth  the  ancient  heathens  leemed  to 
have  when  they  delivered,  (aa  Ariflotle  tells  us,)  that  loveAiia.  Mc- 
wias  the  ori^^l  principle  of  things :   [epAriTW  fjiv  ipoHa  ^^  '  '*    *' 
^ane  iudia'909  iraofleov,  b  a  verfe  he  cites   out  of  Parme- 
nUes*] 

But  I  will  not  infifl  longer  upon  this  point ;  only  I  (hall 
bri^y  touch  fome  u£bs  the  belief  and  confideration  thereof 
will  oBord  to  wt. 

The  beUref  thereof  muft  neceflarily  beget  in  us  the 
Ug^heft  efteeto,  admiration,  and  adoration  of  God  and  his 
exceUsflciask    What  a  power  muft  that  be  (how  uncon-    ^ 
ceivaUy  fSeal,  both  intenfively  and  extenfively!)    that 

Y  % 
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could  ereA  fo  fpeedily^  fo  eafily,  fuch  a  ftupendoiiily  .va8 
frame,  (vaft  beyond  the  reach  of  our  fenfe,  of  our  ima- 
gination, of  anyn*ational  colle£Uon  we  can  make,)  the 
earth  we  dwell  upon,  divided  into  fo  many  great  empires, 
^1  of  fo  many  inhabitants,  bearing  fuch  variety  of  crea- 
tures different  in  kind,  having  in  refped  to  the  whole  but 
the  like  proportion  as  a  fitde  fand  to  the  earth  itfelf,  or  a 
drop  to  the  great  ocean  1  What  a  wifdom  muft  that  be, 
(bow  incomprehenfibly  large  and  penetrant,)  that  could 
contrive  fuch  an  innumerable  number  of  creatures,  (the 
artifice  that  appears  in  one  in  the  lead  of  which  doth  fo 
hr  tranfcend  our  conceit,)  could  digeft  them  fo  fitly,  and 
conned  them  fo  firmly  in  fuch  order  1  What  a  goodnefs 
and  benignity  muft  it  be  (how  immenfe  and  boundlefs) 
that  did  extend  itfelf  in  affe£tion  and  cay  for  fo  many 
creatures^  providing  abundantly  for  the  needs  and  comfort 
of  them  all  1  How  tranfcendently  glorious  is  the  majefty 
of  him  that  was  author  of  all  thofe  beauties  and  ftrengthsy 
thofe  fplendours  and  magnificences,  we  with  fo  much  plea- 
fure  and  fo  much  aftonifhment  behold !  Well  might  the 
devout  Pfalmift  and  the  divine  Prophets  hence  fo  often 
'    take  occafion  to  excite  us  to  praife  and  celebrate  the  per- 
fedions  of  God.    Well  might  even  heathen  philofophers, 
irom  the  contemplation  of  the  world,  be  railed  unto  the 
compofing  of  hymns  and  elogies  of  the  great  Maker  of 
the  world. 
Cogttavic        It  alfo  will  confer  to  the  begetting  of  humble  love  and 
"•*"^°*"  affection  and  gratitude  toward  God.^    What  can  be  more 
fedct  Sen.  efficacious  to  this  purpofe  than  to  confidi^r,  that  all  we 
sa.^***^'  *'*  have,  all  we  with  fo  much  content  and  pleafure  enjoy, 
(ourfelves  firft,  then  all  the  accommodations  and  comforts 
■      we  find,)  did  proceed  from  him ;  did  proceed  with  parti- 
cular intention  from  efpecial  good- will  toward  us ;  a  moft 
free  good-wUl,  moved  with  no  merit  of  ours,  no  profit  to 
Pfal.  viii.  8.  himfelf ;    tVhen  I  confider  the  heavens,  the  work  of  thy 
fingers,  the  moon  andjiars,  which  thou  hajl  ordained;  what 
is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him?  was  the  Pfdmift's 
Sen.  de  lou  contemplation :  that  the  author  of  fo  great  and  glorious 
Ni'init  not  .^  ^^^^  fliould  vouchfafe  to  regard  fo  mean  a  thing  as  we, 

fafpicimns 
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▼ifit  us  with  a  provident  care  of  our  welfare:  what  afidigni no- 
monftration  of  admirable  condefcenfion^  grace,,  andpj^pj^"*"* 
lodnefs  is  this !  What  an  argument  of  love  and  thank-  quot  tant« 
kiefs  toward  him !  What  is  man  ?  what^  in  comparifon 
'  bim  that  made  the  world  ?  What  is  our  ftrength  in  re- 
ed of  his,  what  our  wit,  what  our  goodnefs,  what  any 
ality  of  ours?  How  weak,  vain,  narrow,  poor,  and 
retched  creatures  muft  we  needs  feem  to  ourfelves^ 
ben  we  ferioufly  confider  thofe  excellencies  difplayed  in 
e  creation !  How  (hoidd  this  humble  and  deprefs  us  in 
ir  conceits  concerning  ourfelves,  efpecially  if  we  refleft 
Km  our  ingratitude,  our  unprofitablenefs,  our  injuftice 
irard  the  author  thereof;  how  none,  or  how  icant  re- 
ms  we  have  made  to  him,  who  gave  to  us  and  all  things 
eir  being,  their  all ;  how  faint  in  our  acknowledgments, 
yw  negligent  in  our  fervice  we  have  been;  how  fn6- 
KDlly  we  have  oppofed  his  will  and  abufed  his  good- 
sfs!  Farther,  it  is  an  inducement  to  truft  and  hope  in 
odf  and  a  great  confolation  in  all  needs  and  difirefles. 
e  that  was  able  to  do  fo  great  things,  and  was  willing 

•  do  fo  much  for  us ;  he  that  becaufe  he  made  all  things 

in  difpofe  of  all,  and  doth  whatever  pleafeth  him  .in  hea1-Dan.iv.s5. 

»  and  earth ;  (hall  we  diftruft  or  doubt  of  his  prote&ion 

id  fuccour  in  our  need?   My  help,  faith  the  Pialmifi, Pf. czxi. 9. 

met h  from  the  Lord,  which  made  heaven  and  earth:  well*^***^"*' 

ight  he  be  aflured,  having  recourfe  to  fo  potent  and 

ithful  an  aid :  and  again ;  Happy  is  he  that  hath  the  GodPt.  cmIiI.  5. 

•  Jacob  for  his  help,  whofe  hope  is  in  the  Lord  his  God; 
Uch  made  heaven  and  earthy  the  fea^  and  all  that  therein 

•  The  prophet  Jeremiah  begins  his  prayer  thus;    OJer.xzzU. 
turd  God,  behold  thou  hajl  made  heaven  and  earth  by  thy^^' 

'eat  power  and  Jiretched-out  arm,  and  there  is  nothing  too 
trd  for  thee.  The  creation  of  the  world  is  fuch  an  ex- 
sriment  of  God's  power  and  goodnefs,  as  may  well  fup* 
)rt  our  faith  in  the  greateft  difpculties  and  diflreflfes.  It 
,  finally,  a  general  incitement  to  all  obedience,  which, 
om  God's  production  of  all  things,  doth  appear  due  and 
afonable.  All  other  things  obey  the  law  impofed  onlfiuxlvHi. 
lem,  iofift  IB  the  courfe  prefcribed  to  them;  and  ihall^^' 
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we  be  only  dilbbedient  and  TeSrsi&OTyy  irregular  and  ewor-* 
ifa.  xl.  96.  bitant  ?   ihall  all  the  bofis  of  heaven  readily  and  pimc-  • 
sxTl.  11.*    tually  obey  God's  fummons;  (hall  the  pillars  of  heaven 
f**^- *^- tremble,  and  be  aftoniflied  at  his  reproof;  (hall  the  fea» 
KzlTiii.s.with  its  proud  waves,  be  confined  by  his  decree  5  ihall 
fire  and  hail,  fnow  and  vapour,  and  ftormy  winds,  (fuch 
rude  and  bpiflerous  things,)  fulfil  his  words ;  and  (hall  we 
be  unruly  and  rebellious?    But  I  leave  the  futher  bn- 
provement  of  this  doArine  to  your  meditation,  conchid- 
ing  with  that  exhortation  of  the  angel  in  the  Revelation ; 
Rev. xiT.  7. Pear  (rod,  and  give  glory  to  him :  worjhip  him  thai  nude- 
heaven  and  earihj  and  the  fea,  and  the  fountains  of  water : 
even  to  him  be  all  obedience,  adoration,  and  pn^e,  for 
ever  and  ever.    Amen. 

THE  firft  part  of  the  Creed,  concerning  God  tlie  Bather^ 
we  have  largely  infifted  upon :  the  next  in  order  (as  is  fit) 
fucceeds  that  part  thereof,  which  relates  to  his  ever  blefid 
Son,  our  Lord  and  Saviour;  the  faith  in  whom,  that  is, 
the  believing  him  to  be  what  he  profefifed  himfelf,  what 
be  and  hb  firft  difciples  did  teach  concerning  him,  is  the 
principal  and  peculiar  duty  of  our  religion  as  Chriffian, 
and  diftin^  from  all  other  religions ;  the  fum  of  which 
do^rine  is  contained  in  what  follows ;  wherein  onr  Sa^ 
nour,  the  objed  of  this  faith,  is  defcribed  and  determnied 
unto  us,  firft,  by  his  proper  name,  Jefus ;  next,  by  his  moft 
notable  and  comprebenfive  title,  Chri/l;  then,  by  his  ida* 
tions,  unto  God  firft,  his  only  Son,  then  unto  us,  our 
Lord;  laftly,  by  feveral  illuftrious  accidents  and  circuiB- 
ftances  apperuiining  to  him,  (his  conception,  nativity,  paf* 
fen,  crucifixion,  death,  burial,  defcent  into  hellf  re/urree^ 
turn,  afcenfon,  feffkn  at  God's  right  band:)  which  parti* 
culars  I  fliall  endeavour  to  profecute  fomewhat  moie 
briefly. 

THIS  name,  (not  unufual  among  the  Jews,  for  we  read 

Ecol.slvi.i.of  divers  in  Scripture  that  bear  it,  who,  according  to  his 

name,  fiuth  Siracides,  was  great  for  the  laving  of  Qod's 
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eleA ;  Je/us  ihejon  ofJtiflus,  Jefus  thefon  of  Siraekf  Bar-  Col.  i?.  1 1. 

Jefus;  and  efpecially  the  famous  Jefus  the  fon  of  Nun; 

and  many  others  fo  named  occur  m  Jofephus ;)  this  name, 

I  fcy,  was,  by  God's  direftion,  impofed  upon  our  Saviour 

at  his  circumcifion,  for  the  fignificancy  of  it,  as  importitigLtikeii.  91. 

die  perfonnanoe  of  that  great  deiign  for  which  he  was 

fent  inta  the  world,  the  falvation  of  mankind  from  fin  and 

miiiery ;  (for  it  is  faid,  The  Son  of  man  came  to  fitve  the  Luktix,  56. 

JnUs  q}  fHcnj  and  to  fave  that  which  was  hft:  That  GorfJJ^'*^"^ 

fimi  him  into  the  world  not  to  condemn  the  world;  but  Mtff  JohnULi?. 

iim  world  by  him  Jiould  lefaved:  That  he  came  into  the^^^^^^y^^ 

world  to  fauejinners  r)  this  is  the  reafon  rendered  by  the 

angel  of  this  name  being  afligned  to  him.     She  fhall  bear  Msitt.  i.  91. 

a  Jon,  and  thoujhalt  call  his  name  Je/us  ;  for  he  fhall  fave 

his  people  from  thgirfins:  from  their  fins,  taking  in  all  tba 

csofes  and  confeqnences  of  them ;  from  all  thofe  fpiritual 

enemiea  which  draw  or  drive  us  into  them;   from  the 

giult  and  obnoxioufnefs  to  puni(bment,  the  terror  and 

aiiguifii  of  confoience,  the  wrath  and  difpleafure  of  God 

following  upon  them,  the  flavery  under  their  dominion, 

the  final  condemnation  and  fufferance  of  grievous  pains 

for  themf :  from  all  thefe  mifchiefs  he  came  to  free  and 

lave  ns  from,  and  did  aftually  perform  his  part  in  accom- 

pGfhiDg  tbait  falvation ;  and  was  therefore  properly  called 

JefiiSy  or  the  Saviour.  To  fave  us  from  our  enemies,  (I  fay,)  Luke  i.  71, 

and  from  the  hands  of  all  that  hate  us,  (fo  Zechariah  in 

his  Benedidus:)  from  the  devil  firft;  For  this  purpofe, \ johnWls. 

faith  St.  John,  the  Son  of  God  did  appear,  that  he  might 

diffhlve  the  works  of  the  devil;  thofe  works  of  tempting 

and  impelling  us  to  fin:  He  went  about,  faith  St.  Peter,  Aas  x.  as, 

doing  benefits,  and  healing  all  thai  weref  ^  overpowered  (or«  umrmium- 

umtrnded)  by  the  devil,  (poflefTed  by  him,  whether  in  body  ^'*^f^^^*' 

ormind:)  By  his  death,  the  author  to  the  Hebrews  telkHeb. H.  14. 

xu^  he  did  defeat  him  who  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is, 

the  devil.     He  combated  and  conquered  this  ftrong  one,  Matt.  xii. 

(this  dreadful  and  mighty  foe  of  ours,)  and  bound  him,*^'j^^^.  ^^ 

and  disarmed  him  of  his  ^panoply,  and  <=fpoiIed  all  his 32. 

baggagp,  leaving  him  unable  (without  our  own  fault,  our^^^^ 

bafeaeii»  or  negligence)  ta  do  us  mifchi^f  (a«  rs  infinuatted'  ««*i^ 

Y4 
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in  Matt.  xii.  and  Luke  xi.)    Our  own  fleihiy  defire,  inclio- 

ing  us  to  vicious  excefs  in  fenfual  enjoyments,  (another 

powerful  and  mifchievous  enemy  of  ours,)   he  by  his 

grace  (enlightening  and  ftrengthening  us)  doth  fave  us 

Rpm.Yui.a.from ;  The  law  ofthefpirit  of  life  in  Chriji  Jefus,  faith  St. 

Paul,  hath  freed  me  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death:  and 

the  worlds   (which  often  folicits   and  fometimes   would 

force  us  to  wickednefs,)  he  delivers  us  from,  vanquiflung 

John  xri.    Jt  in  our  behalf;  Be  of  good  courage,  faith  he,  for  I  have 

I Johar, 4, overcome  the  world:  In  all  thefe  things  (in  the  tempta* 

Rx)m.  ¥iii.  tions  and  perfecutions  of  all  our  enemies)  we  do  more  than 

conquer,  through  Chri/i  that  loved  us.    As  for  our  con- 

Heb.ix.M.fcience,  it  is  the  blood  of  Chrift  that  cleanfes  it  from  the 

'  flain  of  giult,  that  delivers  it  from  the  fear  of  punifhment, 

as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  doth  affure  us.    And  the 

Rom.  V.  g,  wrath  of  God  toward  us  he  hath  appeafed ;  fo  that  being 

ju/iified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our 

Lord  Jefus  Chrift :  and,  i)^  being  enemies,  we  were  reeon' 

died  by  the  death  of  his  Son,  much  more,  being  reconciled^ 

we  fhall  be  faved  by  his  life :  we  (hall  be  faved  from  all 

Rom. Tiii.i. condemnation  and  vengeance  due  to  us;  for  there  is  now 

iTbeffi-io.  910  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus — Jefus, 

• ;  fvifU9*s,  a  iJiQi  delivers  us  from  the  wrath  to  come.     In  fo  many  re- 

fpe6ts  is  this  blefied  Perfon  our  Jefus ;  faving  us  from  all 

our  enemies,  our  fins,  our  miferies;  which  he  performs 

feveral  ways,  and  in  feveral  refpe&s  may  therefore  be 

Ayled  our  Saviour. 

I.  By  his  condu6l  of  us  into  and  in  the  way  of  fidva- 
tion.     It  is  a  very  proper  title,  and  mod  due  to  thofe 
brave  captains,  who  by  their  wifdom  and  valour  have 
freed  their  people  from  (Iraits  and  oppreflions.     So  ge- 
nerally were  thofe  judges  and  captidns,  who  anciently 
Neh.uL.s7- delivered  Ifrael,  called;  In  the  time  of  their  trouble,  £aid 
the  Levites  in  their  prayer  in  Nehemiah,  when  they  cried 
unto  thee,  thou  hear  deft  them  from  heaven  ;  and  according 
to  thy  manifold  mercies  thou  gaveft  them  faviours,  who 
faved  them  out  of  the  hand  of  the  enemy :  fo  particularly 
Judg.  lit  9,  are  Othniel  and  Ehud  called,  and  Mc^es  fignally;  The 
AQM^uBifame,  faith  St.  Stephen,  did  God  fend  to  be  [inc^lti  i^  Xv- 
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mripi)  a  commander  and  a/avwur,  {or  redeemer ;)  at  he 

ho  by  his  happy  conduA  did  free  them  from  Egyptian 

kvery  ^     So  is  Jefus  called  itfyycfo^  lij;  voolfipla^y  {the  Cap* 

m  of  our  Jalvation,  Heb.  ii.  10.)  ^pp^iiyo;  K^^h  {the  Cap* 

^  9f  ^ifsf  the  chief  Leader  of  us  into  the  way  of  eternal 

fe  and  falvation^  Ads  iii.  15.)  o^x^^  ^(r«»f9  {the  Cap^ 

rtn  of  ourfaiih,  he  that  brought  us  into  the  belief  of  that 

.▼iD^  do£lriDe,  which  is  the  power  of  God  to  falvationy 

[eb.  xii.  a.  Rom.  i.  16.)  and  thefe  titles  we  find  toge- 

ler  attributed  to  him^  (Ads  v.  31.)  Him  hath  God  ear- 

lied,  cifX'tY^  ^  co^^pMy  as  a  Captain  and  Saviour. .  And 

IU8  hath  he  conduced  us  firft  by  inftrudion,  (hewing  and 

caching  us  the  way  of  falvation,  (the  doing  of  which  we 

»  often  called  faving,  becaufe  it  hath  fo  much  efficacy  Rom.si.i4. 

awards  the  effedbg  falvation,)  God's  gracious  intentions  J^'^j^f ' 

f  mercy  toward  us,  the  conditions  of  duty  required  by  is* 

lod  from  us,  the  great  encouragements  to  faving  obe- 

teoce  and  determents  from  deftrudive  difobedience ;  the 

rfaole  will  of  God,  and  concernment  of  man  refpe£Ung 

ilvation,  he  hath  revealed  unto  us;  No  man  hath  ever^ohnuiB. 

ien  God^  (not  his  face  or  nature,  not  his  purpofe  and 

Aeafure,)  the  only  begotten  Son^  being  in  the  lofom  of  the 

^her,  (exffiyo^  l^ijy^alo,)  he  hath  reported  and  expounded 

im  unto  us:  all  that  excellent  dodrine,  which  he  that 

leartily  believes   and  feuthfuUy   pradifes  according  to^ 

sail  infallibly  be  faved,  he  was  the  firft  author  and  doc- 

OT  of:  God  faved  ajid  called  us^  as  St.  Paul  tells  us,  with^Tim.  i.  9. 

1  holy  cally  (called  us  out  of  the  way  of  error  and  wick- 

dnefs  and  mifery,  into  the  way  of  truth  and  righteouf- 

lefii  and  happinefs,)  according  to  his  purpofe  and  g^oce^^^'^J*^^ 

his  gracious  defign,)  that  was  beftowed  upon  us  in  Chriftu  nx^^ 

^efus  before  the  world  began;  but  being  now  made  mani-^r^^^|^ 

eft  by  the  appearing  of  our  Saviour  Chrift  Jefus,  who  f  ^  ^^ 

lath  aboli(hed  death,  and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  ^  j^^ 

\f^i  by  the  Gofpel.    By  him  the  o-opl^pio;  X^P'^  (^^  graceTit.  n.  11, 

12. 

^  Thus  Demetrius,  by  the  Athenians,  was  entitled  tin^ms  jm)  frnt^^ ;  for 
dWering  them  from  the  Macedonian  fubjcftion,  and  reftoring  to  them  their 
ibcrty. 
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to  Jiwe  them  to  the  uttermojl  thai  come  unto  God  by  him, 

John  zTii.  Jeehg  he  ever  liveih  to  make  interceffum  for  them.     Thou 

*'  ^^'       haft  given  him  (thou,  O  Father,  to  thy  Son  Jefus  haft 

given)  the  power  of  all  flejh,  that  he  Jhould  give  eternal 

life  to  all  that  thou  haft  given  him,  (that  is,  to  all  who  by 

God's  grace  have  perfifted  in  faithful  obedience  to  him.) 

Hcb.  xii.  9.  TAe  glory  which  thou  haft  given  me,  I  have  given  unto 

them.    Thus  is  he  the  a^iiiyos  xai  rtknoar^f,  the  beginner, 

carrier  on,  and  accomplijher  of  our  (alvation ;  and  there* 

fore  moft  appoiitely  was  named  Jefus ;  the  name  which 

anciently  that  moft  valiant  and  fuccefsful  captain  did  bear, 

who  did  of  all  moft  livelily  reprefent  and  prefigmfy  him, 

and  had  therefore  queftionlefs  by  God's  fecret  providence 

this  name  aiSgned  him. 

I  need  not  now  much  to  mind  you  what  refped,  what 
love,  what  gratitude  the  very  mention  of  this  name,  the 
confideration  of  tliefe  benefits  towards  us  implied  thereby, 
ihould  beget  in  us.  He  that  (hould  freely,  with  great  in- 
convenience to  himfelf,  come  out  of  his  own  way,  to  (hew 
us  ours,  brining  us  out  of  a  road  tending  unto  certain 
deftru£tion  into  a  moft  pleafant  and  fafe  way,  furely  lead- 
ing unto  the  end  of  our  deiires,  we  ftiould  think  ourfelves 
much  obliged  unto :  he  that  (hould  draw  us  out  of  a 
wretched  flavery,  deftitute  of  all  eafe,  comfort,  or  hope, 
by  frankly  yielding  up  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  us,  we  could 
not  know  how  fuflliciently  to  value  his  kindnefs  toward 
us :  he  that,  when  we  were  fentenced  to  death,  (a  death 
of  torment  endlefs  and  remedilefs,)  ftiould  not  only  expofe 
his  life  for  our  delivery,  but  undergo  willingly  a  painful 
JolmxT.id.  and  difgraceful  execution  in  our  ftead;  what  (hould  we 
think  of  his  friend(hip  ?  what  expreflSon  could  reach  it  ? 
he,  laftly,  that  from  a  ftate  of  extreme  penury,  bafenefs, 
and  difconfolacy,  (hould  raife  us  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
wealth,  dignity,  and  happinefs,  how  could  we  worthily 
thank  him,  how  love  or  honour  him  enough  ?  This  and 
much  more,  much  more  than  we  can  conceive  or  exprefs, 
hath  Jefus  done  for  us :  well  therefore  ought  our  hearts 
to  melt  with  afie^on  in  thinking  of  him,  our  knees  to 
bend  with  reverence  at  the  mention  of  his  name.    It  con- 
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iernt  US  alfo  to  take  care  that  his  fo  excellent  endeavours 
or  our  ialvation  be  not  fruftrated ;  that  he  be,  as  well  in 
sfled  as  defign  and  virtue,  our  Saviour.    What  a  folly 
ireie  it,  what  a  crime  to  negkii  (to  render  ufelefs  and  in-  Heb.  ii.  s. 
ifie&ual)yo  greatfalvationl 

IT  is  a  title  or  name  importing  office  and  dignity,  the 
iline  with  M^fftas^  this  in  Greek,  that  in  Hebrew  figni- iKmsisiz. 
ying  The  Anointed.   Of  ancient  times,  in  the  eaftem  coun-  ^^' 
lies^  (abounding  as  with  good  oil,  fo  with  many  delicate 
Mloriferous  fpices,)  it  feems,  by  Hazael's  inunction,  to 
ULve  been  the  manner  (it  vas  fo,  however,  among  the 
Tews)  to  feparate  (or  confecrate)  perfons  (and  things  too, 
[  might  add)  defigned  to  great  and  extraordinary  em- 
ployments, by  anointing  them  with  ointments  compofed  vid.  Exod. 
of  thofe  ingredients;  fymbolizing,  (or  devoting,)  it  feems, *"•**» *^* 
thereby  both  a  plentifid  effufion  upon  them  of  gifts,  qua- 
lifying them  for  their  employment,  and  a  comfortable  and 
pleaiant  <Ufiufion  of  good  and  grateful  efifeds  expected 
from  them,  from  the  ufe  of  things  and  the  performances 
of  perfons  fo  fandified.    Thy  name,  faith  the  Spoufe  in  the  Cant.  t.  a. 
Canticles,  is  an  ointment  poured  forth;  that  is,  very  de-  cxixlii. 
Hghtful  and  acceptable ;  and  fo  were  thofe  offices  hoped 
to  be,  to  which  men  by  fuch  unftion  were  confecrated. 
We  find  efpecially  three  forts  of  perfons  to  whom  this 
confecration  did  belong  by  divine  appointment;  kings, 
and  prieds,  and  prophets ;  who  are  therefore  (all  of  them) 
ftyled  God's  anointed;  kings  and  priefts  more  frequently, 
but  fometimes  alfo  prophets ;  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  1  Chr.  xvi. 
and  do  my  prophets  no  harm  ;  where  prophets  and  anointed 
do  leem  to  denote  the  fame  thing,  and  to  expound  one  the 
other;   for  Abraham  (whom  with  the  other  patriarchs 
thofe  words  do  concern)  is  called  a  prophet,  and  becaufe  Otn,  zz.  r* 
fe,  feems  here  ftyled  God^s  anointed.   Of  priefts,  (though  at 
firft  all  the  fons  of  Aaron  were  thus  confecrated,  accord- 
ing to  that  law,  Exod.  xxx.  30.)  Thou  Jhalt  anoint  Aaron  Ezod.zl.15. 
Ofi^  his  fons,  that  they  may  minifter  unto  me  in  the  prie/Vs  ***•  ^^' 
^ce;  yet  they  tell  us,  that  afterward,  in  all  courfe  of 
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tasaeUf  only  the  faigh-prieft  waa  fo  oonftcftted^  wfaenoe  tk 
Levit.  lY.  8j  anoiniedj  or  the  prieft  that  is  anointedt  liid  fignify  <Ae 
**  ^^'        kigh'pri^j  (in  ctiftinAion  to  other  inferior  priefts.)     Of 
kirigs ;  ail  that  fucceeded  in  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael^  in  i 
legal  and  orderly  courfe^  and  thofe  whom  God  did  him- 
felf  by  extraordinary  defignation  confer  that  dignity  upon, 
iKinpxix.were  fo  feparatedj  (as  Hazael  and  Jehu.)    Prophets ;  we 
^''  do  not  find  that  they  were  commonly,  or  aocenfing  to 

any  rule,  anointed;   but  one  plain  inftaooe  we  have  of 
1  Kirigs  sis.  £li(ha  fubftituted  to  Elijah  in  this  manner,  it  ieeoM^  m 
being  a  prophet  more  than  ordinary,  endu^  with  higher 
gifts,  and  deiSgned  to  greater  perfontianoes  than  cooiqmmi 
prophets  were.     Now  whereas  the  people  of  the  Jews 
were  by  prophetical  admonitions  brought  ilito  an  opinioii 
and  hope,  that  in  times  to  come  God  would  fend  an  ex- 
Deut.  sviU.  traordinary  prophet ;  /  will  rdife  them  up  a  prophet  Jhm 
-^*  **'       am^ng  their  irethren,  like  unto  thee ;  and  I  wilt  put  mnif 
wqrds  in  his  mouthy  and  heJhaUJpeak  unto  them  all  that  I 
Jkall  command  him ;  a  prophet,  who  fhould  eftablifh  a  new 
covenant  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  is  therefore  called 
the  fn^'enger  of  the  covenant^  (Mai.  i.  3.)   who  ihould 
propagate  the  knowledge  and  worfhip  of  God,  fhould  en- 
lighten and  convert  the  Gentiles,  who  fliould  inftrud  the 
Ignorant,  (Irengthen  the  faint,  comfort  the  affliAedi  ac- 
cording to  many  pailages  concerning  him  in  the  prophets; 
as  for  InAance  that  in  Ifaiah  Ixi.  i.  cited  by  St.  Luke, 
(Luke  iv.  1 8.)  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  becaufe 
the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the 
meek;  he  hathfent  me  to  bind  up  the  brokenhearted^  &c. 
and  that  in  the  fame  prophet,  chap.  xlii.  i.  alleged  by  St. 
Matthew,  (MatU  xii.  18.)  Behold  myfervant,  whom  lup^ 
hold;  mine  eleit^  in  whom  my  foul  deUghteth  ;  I  have  put 
my  Spirit  upon  him,  he  Jhall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the 
Gentiles:  he  Jhall  not  cry,  &c. :  which  being  iofpired^  is 
the  qualification  of  a  prophet :  aud  fuch  promulgation  of 
God's  will,  fuch  minifiration  of  comfort  and  counfel  from 
God,  are  the  proper  offices^of  a  prophet,  (that  is,  of  an 
efpecial  minifter  and  ag^nt  fent  by  God  to  tranfa&  his 
afiairt  with  men,  and  (hew  them  his  pleafure.)    This  Per- 
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Ion  alfo  the  Jews  did  finom  the  (ame  inftrudions  expe&  to 
he  a  Prince^  who  fbould  govern  them  in  righteoufnefs  and 
m  profperity;  endoed  with  power  to  deliver  them  from 
all  oppreflion  and  ilavery^  to  fubdue  their  enemies^  and 
leduoe  all  nations  under  fubjedion  to  their  laws ;  accord- 
ing to  thofe  prediSions;  Ifaiah  xxxii.  i.  Behold^  a  King 
Jhall  reign  in  rightemfnefsj  &o.  Pfalm  ex.  a.  The  LordfluM 
fend  the  rod  of  thy  Jlrength  out  of  Zion  ;  rule  thou  in  the 
midfijff  thine  enemies :  Jer.  xxiii.  5.  and  xxxiii.  15.  Behold, 
the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  raife  unto  David 
a  rigiteeus  Branch  ;  and  a  King  JhaU  reign  and  profper, 
andfliall  execute  judgment  and  jujlice  in  the  earth;  in  his 
days  Judah  Jhall  be  faved,  and  Ifrael  Jhall  dwell  fafely  : 
tnd,  Jer.  xxx.  8.  It  Jhall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day  ^  faith  thevid.  Ezek. 
Lordy  I  will  break  his  yoke  from  off  thy  neck,  and  will  *«»^  J"'^*Jii, 
thy  bonds,  and  grangers  Jhall  no  more  Jerve  themfehes  0^34. 
him  ;  but  they  Jhall  ferve  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  Hof.  iii.  5. 
their  King,  whom  I  will  raife  up  unto  them :  Ifa.  xi.  i,  io« 
jind  there  Jfiall  come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the  Jlem  of  Jeffe,  Vid.  Ift.  iz. 
and  a  Branch  Jhall  grow  out  of  his  roots ;  and  the  Spirit  of^'  *^*'  ** 
the  Lard  Jhall  be  upon  him,  Sec. — he  Jhall  Jland  for  an  en'^ 
fegn  of  the  people;  to  it  Jhall  tlie  Gentiles  feek,  and  his  refi 
Jhall  be  glorious :  and  many  more  places  clearly  fpeak  to 
the  (ame  purpofe.    That  this  great  Perfon  alfo  fhould  be 
a  Prieft,  they  did  or  might  have  learned  from  the  fame 
prophets;  for  of  him  Zechariah  thus  foretold ;  Thus  fait  hZcch.\i\2. 
the  Lard  of  ho/Is,  Behold  the  man  whqfe  name  is  The  Branch, 
(a  name  in  fo  many  places  appropriated  to  the  Meflias ;) 
and  hefluill  grow  up  out  of  his  place,  and  he  Jhall  build  the 
temple  of  the  Lord :  even  he  Jhall  build  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  and  he  Jhall  bear  the  glory,  and  Jhall  Jit  and  rule 
upon  his  throne;  and  he  Jhall  be  a  prieft  upon  his  throne, 
and  the  counfel  of  peace  Jhall  be  between  them  both.     Of 
hini  alio  David  fpaJce ;  The  Lord  hath  fwom,  and  will  not  P<al*  ex.  4, 
repent.  Thou  art  a  prie/l  for  ever  after  the  order  of  MeU 
chixedek.    From  <Uvers  paflT^es  alfo  concerning  his  per- 
fbrmances  of  propitiation  and  benedi6lion,  they  might 
have  colleded  the  fame.    It  is  no  wonder  then  that  the 
andent  Jews  (although  the  text  of  Scripture  does  not^ 
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except  once  in  the  9th  of  Daniel,  apply  this  name  of 
Ckri/i  or  Meffias  to  this  perfon,  fo  promifed  and  propbc- 
fied  of)  did  attribute  efpecially  this  title  to  him,  it  feero- 
faig  mod  proper  of  any,  and  mod  comprehenfive,  imply- 
ing all  the  privileges,  endowments,  and  performances  be- 
longing to  him.  It  is  obferved  that  the  Chaldee  para- 
phrafe  (compofed  by  the  priefts,  as  an  interpretation  of 
the  leis  exa6tly  underflood  ancient  Hebrew  Scripture,  for 
the  benefit  and  in(lru£tion  of  the  people)  doth  exprefsly 
Vid.  Neh.  mention  the  Meffias  in  above  feventy  places }  and  accord- 
Yiii.  8.        jjjg  ^Q  ^jjgj,.  expofitions  we  fee  that  the  people  did  confix 

dently   expe^  a  Perfon   (under  this  name  and  noUon) 

JohniT.s5.ihould  come;  I  know,  faid  the  woman  of  Samaria,  (fo  far 
had  this  belief  extended,)  that  the  Meffias  comes;  and 
when  he  Jhall  come,  he  will  tell  us  all  things :  (obferve, 
that  they  did  promife  to  themfelves  a  full  declaration  of 
all  truth  by  the  Meflias.)  And  when  St.  John  the  Bap* 
tift  did  live  and  teach  in  a  manner  extraordinary,  it  is  laid, 

Laktul  15.  That  the  people  did  expeSi,  and  all  men  mufed  in  their 
hearts  concerning  him,  whether  he  were  the  Chri/i  or  not : 
and  when  our  Saviour's  admirable  works  and  difcoorfe^ 

John Tii.3i.  had  convinced  divers,  they  faid,  fVhen  Chri/l  cometh,JhaU 
he  do  greater  miracles  than  this  man  hath  done?  So  that 
it  is  evident  the  belief  and  expeSation  of  a  MeiSas  to 
come  was  general  among  them.  And  that  indeed  Jefus 
was  fuch,  in  correfpondency  to  all  thofe  prophecies,  and 
the  charaders  in  them  defcribed  and  prefignified ;  that  he 
was  fignally  chofen  and  confecrated  by  God,  in  a  manner 
fupereminent,  to  all  thefe  offices,  prophetical,  regal,  and 
facerdotal,  the  New  Teftament  doth  abundantly  fliew  us; 

AAs  X.  88.  Him,  faith  St.  Peter,  in  general,  God  anointed  with  the 
Holy  Spirjt  and  power  ;  not  with  external  afTufion  of  ma- 
terial oil,  (that  did  only  (ignify,  as  Cyrus  alfo  was  not, 
who  yet  is  called  God's  MeiBas,)  but  with  real  infofiOn  of 
divine  grace  and  power,  enabling  him  to  execute  all  thofe 
great  and  extraordinary  funfUons :  with  this  ^dfome  oil 
he  was  thoroughly  perfumed  and  replenifhed  without 
meafure:   with  this  he  was  lan&ified  from  the  womb; 

Pfal.  xIt.  5.  when  the  power  of  the  Higheft  did  overjhadow  Aim,  at  or  in 


.    AnExp^iion  on  the  Cre^.  357 

)ns  conception :  with  this^  at  his  baptifm^  he  was  folemnly  Luke  iV.  1. 
end  vifibly  inaugurated ;  when  the  heavens  were  opened ''°**"  "*•'*• 
unto  him^  and  the  Spirit  of  God  defcended  upon  him  as  aMattiii.itf. 
dov€y  and  came  upon  him :  with  this,  in  all  the  courfe  of 
his  life  and  miniftry,  he  was  continually  accompanied ;  Aas  z.  as. 
the  virtue  of  it  being  in  rood  fenfible  effeds  of  wife  and 
gracious  difcourfe,  holy  and  blamelefs  converfation,  mi- 
raculous and  glorious  performances  for  the  good  and  be- 
nefit of  mankind,  to  the  delight  and  confolation  of  all 
well-difpofed  minds,  difcovered  and  difiufed.    He  was  by 
this  inade  (in  right  and  in  effed)  a  Prophet,  a  King,  a 
Priq/l.     I.  A  Prophet:  for  they  were  not  miftaken,  who 
(upon  our  Saviour^s  admirable  raifing  the  widow's  child) 
were  amazed,  and  glorified  God,  faying,  That  a  grea/ LakeTii.i6. 
Prophet  was  raifed  up  among  them,  and  that  God  had 
vi/lted  his  people:  nor  the  difeiples,  who  called  him  a 
Prophet,  mighty  in  deed  and  fpeech  before  God  and  all  the  Lake  xxiv. 
people :  nor  they,  who  confefled,  (in  St*  John's  Gofpel,)  *^' 
This  is  in  truth  the  Prophet  that  is  to  come  into  the  world. Sohnv\,  u. 
An  extraordinary  commiflion  he  had  from  God,  declared 
by  vocal  atteftation  of  God  himfelf  from  heaven,  by  the 
ezprefs  teftimony  of  St.  John  Baptifl,  by  the  performance 
of  innumerable  great  iigns  and  miraculous  works,  (argu^- 
ments  in  the  higheft  degree,  to  utmoft  poflibility,  fufficient 
to  aflert  and  confirm  it;)  he  was  in  greateft  perfedion 
qualified  for  the  exercife  of  that  function  *,  by  infpiration 
complete  and  unlimited,  by  difpofition  of  mind  altogether 
pore  and  holy,  declared  in  a  continual  pra6tice  of  life  void 
of  all  fin  and  guile,  by  an  infuperable  courage  and  con- 1  Pet  H.  39. 
fiancy,  an  incomparable  meeknefs  and  patience,  a  mod 
winning  goodnefs  and  fweetnefs,  a  tranfcendant  wifdom 
and  difcredon,  a  mod  powerful  awfulnefs  and  majedy  ex* 
prefled  in  all  his  demeanour  and  a6tions«    And  fuitable  to 
the  authority  of  his  commiflion  and  the  qualifications  of 
his  perfon  was  the  weight  and  the  extent  of  his  doftrine, 
concerning  no  less  than  the  falvation  of  mankind,  the  re- 
conciliation of  God  to  the  world,  the  entire  will  of  God 
and  whole  duty  of  man,  with  all  the  covenants  and  con- 
£tibn8y  the  promifee  and  threatenings  relating  to  our  fu- 
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tore  (l&te }  myfteries  never  before  revealed>  decrees  neter 
to  be  reverfed.  He  did  not  (aa  other  prophets  have  done) 
prophefy  about  the  conftitution  of  one  particukr  law  or 
relij^onj  the  reproof  or  reformation  of  one  ftate,  the  judg* 
ment  and  fate  determined  to  this  or  that  nation ;  but  to 
the  inftruAion  and  converfion  of  all  people,  the  fettBng  of 
a  law  univerfied  and  perpetual,  the  final  doom  of  all  the 
world,  did  his  prophetical  revelations  extend.  So  was  he 
a  Prophet,  a.  And  a  King  alfo  he  is,  fuch  as  the  Pro* 
^mot  iz.  {^ets  foretold  he  (hould  be,  who  (hould  raife  the  iaJber* 
^^'  nach  of  David  that  was  fallen^  and  refiore  the  langdom 

to  Ifraely  (Afts  i.  6.)  that  ihould  enaA  kws^  and  red«oe 
the  nations  into  fubje&ion  to  them ;  fliould  ereft  a  kipg* 
dom,  and  govern  it  in  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and  pro^W' 
rity,  fubduing  and  extirpating  all  the  enemies  theieof ;  [s 
King  not  of  this  world,  though  over  it ;  rulii^  not  in  ex- 
ternal pomp  and  fiate,  but  by  fecret  providence  and  power; 
not  fo  much  over  the  bodies  and  temporal  eftates,  as  is 
the  hearts  and  confciences  of  men ;  not  chiefly  by  out- 
ward oompulfion  and  violence,  but  by  inward  alhimnent 
and  perfuafion :]  a  King  he  is  indeed  over  all  the  world: 
Rev.  ▼.  IS.  to  the  Lamb  is  to  be  afcriied  all  power  and  auihoriip  i| 
\!\]  **'      ««>*y  creature :  he  is  truly  ftyled  King  of  kings,  and  Lord 
Phil.  ii.  9.  of  Id/rds,    <7od  hath  advanced  him,  (dinftyt^Mo-f ,)  and  faatb 
Eph.  i.  31.  gitfen  hisn  a  name  (that  is,  a  title  of  dignity  and  authority) 
*"*^^*  above  every  name;  that  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  ktiee 
Jhould  bendf  whether  of  things  in  heaven,  or  upon  the  emrik^ 
or  under  the  ground.    Of  him  in  a  higher  and  exacter  Cbnfe 
PtlxzU.ii.it  was  laid  than  of  Solomon,  All  kings  fall  down  before 
him,  all  nations  doferve  him*    All  men  whatever  (all  crear 
Mat.zziriii.ture8)  are  his  vaflkls,  fubjeA  and  tributary  to  him;  Ali 
Johnlii?35.^^'^^  ^  givtfii  unto  him  in  heaven  and  earth.    But  in  efpe* 
xm.s.zTii.cial  manner  he  is  King  over  his  Church,  over  that  pe<^le 
pf.  czzziu  whom  by  the  fword  of  his  word  and  prevalent  operation 
>3;  .        of  his  Spirit  he  hath  fubdued  to  himfelf,  (that  myftical 
Ac.     '  '  Sion,  built  upon  the  rock  of  his  heavenly  grace  and  truths 
i^'  11*  %    \i^  which  it  is  laid,  God  will  place  his  rofidence,  and  idgu 
for  ever;   from  whence  the  law  (haU  go  forth,  and  to 
which  ftU  natioos  (ball  flow.)    Over  tlus  he  reignsj  hwr- 
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k^  eftabKflied  moft  righteous  and  wholefome  laws^  which 
Ms  fubjeds  are  obliged  and  enabled  by  him  to  obey ;  pro* 
teding  them  by  legiflation,  by  defence  and  protedion, 
8ce.  from  the  invafions  and  infurredions  of  their  enemies^ 
(tnteftine  enemies,  their  own  lufts ;  outward  enemies,  the 
devil  and  the  world;)  fupporting  them  in  their  diftrefles 
and  afflidions :  alfo  exercifing  judgment  over  all ;  diihi- 
buting  fit  rewards  and  punifhments  with  exquifite  juftice 
and  equity;   moft  juft  though  very  fevere  pimifhments 
upon  obitinate  offenders ;  moft  royal  and  liberal  rewards 
to  the  fSEUthful  and  obedient :  laftly,  reftraining,  defeating, 
and  deftroyihg  all  the  enemies  to  his  royal  dignity,  and 
to  the  welfare  of  his  good  fubje£ls,  both  vifible  and  invi- 
fiU^  temporal  and  fpiritual.      Out  of  his  mouth  there  Ref,iix.ts. 
goeih  ajharpfwordj  that  with  it  hejhould/mite  the  wfl-JJ^*^**. 
iiens;  and  he  Jhall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron:  The/eai^an. 
mine  enemies^  (he  (hall  one  day  fay,)  which  would  not  that  ^^  '^ 
IJhould  reign  over  them,  bring  them  hither ,  andjlay  them  1  Cor.  xy. 
hefwe  me:  He  muft  reign  till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  yi^  C6i.  \\^ 
Ids  feet.    Thus  is  he  a  King,  endued  with  fovereign  power,  i^* 
and  crowned  with  glorious  majefty,  enjoying  all  preemi- 
nencies  and  exercifing  all  fun^ons  fuitable  to  regal  dig- 
nity.   3.  He  is  alfo  a  Prie/i,  and  that  no  ordinary  one : 
ttafepmrifati  rffrn^f  XMrrspyiag ;  he  hath  obtained  a  more  «x-»  Heb.  viii.  6. 
ceUent  fimBion  than  any  other  prieft  ever  had.    An  obla* 
tion  he  once  offered,  in  worth  and  efHcacy  furpafling  all 
the  ISunifices  and  oblations  that  ever  were  or  could  be 
made,  (all  the  fatteft  hecatombs  that  were  ever  facrificed,  1 P^.  i.  is. 
all  the  gold  and  precious  ftones  that  were  ever  ofiered,  all 
the  fpices  and  perfumes  that  ever  were  kindled  upon  the  Heb.  iz.  9. 
altar^  were  bat  vile  and  fordid,  ineffe£tual  and  unaccept* 
able^  in  eomparifbn  thereto;)  a  willing  oblation  of  his  own  Heb.  z.  5. 
moft  glorious  body,  (the  temple  of  the  Divinity;)  of  his^^^J-Jf* 
mc^  precious  blood;  of  his  dear  life ;  of  himfelf ;  his  moft  Heb.vii.97» 
imiooent^  moft  pure,  moft  fpotlefs,  and  unblemifhed  felf,  ^^* 
fbf  the  propitiation  of  our  fins,  and  reconciling  us  to  God; 
an  oblation  that  only  could   appeafe  God's  wrath  and 
merit  lus  fttvour. 
He  doth  alfo  (which  is  another  (acerdotal  performance) 
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1  John  ii.  I.  intercede  for  the  f>ardon  of  our  fins ;  If  any  Hum  Jiny  we 

have  an  advocate  with  (or  to)  the  Father ^  Jefus  Chrifl  the 

righteous  ;  for  the  acceptance  of  our  fervices^  for  the  grant- 

Vid.Heb.T.ing  our  requefts,  for  grace  and  affiftance,  comfort  and  re- 

'*  ward,  and  all  fpiritual  advantages  to  be  conferred  upon 

us  >  thus  purfuing  the  work  of  falvation  by  his  propitia- 

Heb.Tu.95.  tory  facrifice  begun  for  us ;  Whence^  as  the  Apoftle  (kith, 

^  "^  *  ^'*  be  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermojl  thofe  that  by  him  come 

unto  God,  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  interceffion  for  u^ 

irim.ii.5.It  is  the  duty  alfo  of  a  pried  to  mediate  between  God  and 

man  by  atonement  and  interceffion ;  fo  is  he. 
1  Chron.        He  doth  farther,  as  a  Prieft,  perform  the  office  of  blels- 
Lrvit.ix!    ^"S'  bkffing  the  people  in  God's  name,  bleffing  God  m 
33,  aa.      the  people's  behalf;  as  did  that  illufirious  type  of  him, 
GcD.  ziT«    Melchizedek ;   (Bleffed  be  Abram  of  the  moft  high  God, 
i#>  to.      pOjffeffbr  of  heaven  and  earth;  and  bleffed  be  the  mqft  Ugh 
Gody  which  hath  delivered  thine  enemies  into  thy  hami.) 
So  hath  Jefus  efTeAually  pronounced  all  joy  and  bappi- 
nefs  to  his  faithful  people ;  he  pronounced  blefledneft  ia 
Luke  iixf¥.  his  fermons ;  he  blefled  his  difciples  at  his  parting ;  And 
ABs  iii  36  ^^'  ^^  ^^'  P^ter  tells  us,  having  raifed  np  his  Son  Jefus, 
Vid.  Eph.  ufent  him  to  blefs  us^  in  tvrning  away  every  one  of  us  from 
Matt.  xzT.  ^^  iniquity;  and  at  the  lad  day  he  will  utter  that  com- 
»*•  fortable  benediction  ^  Come,  ye  blejfed  of  my  Father,  iiiAe- 

rit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world;  as  the  great  Prophet  and  Dodor,  as  the  fovereign 
King  and  Prince,  as  the  High  Pried  and  Advocate  of  Ms 
Church.  So  in  all  refpeCts  is  Jefus  a  true  and  perfed 
Pried ;  and  fo,  finally,  in  all  refpe^s,  is  he  God's  anointed, 
the  Chriji  of  God :  and  indeed  that  he  is  fo  is  the  funda* 
mental  point  of  our  religion ;  which  the  Apodles  £d  tef- 
tiJFy,  and  preach,  and  labour  to  perfuade  the  world  of;  the 
fincere  belief  of  which  doth  conditute  and  denominate  us 
Chridians  >  the  confideration  of  which  may  ferve  to  beget 
in  us  a  practice  anfwerable  to  our  relations  grounded 
thereupon.  If  he  be  fuch  a  Proph^,  we  mud  with  at- 
tention and  a  docile  mind  hearken  to  his  admonitions  and 
indrudions ;  we  mud  yield  a  deady  belief  to  bb  dodrinei 
we  mud  readily  pra&ife  what  he  teiLchet  us.   If  he  be  our 
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KiBgy'  we  muft  perfonn  all  due  allegiance  to  him^  pay  him 
honour  and  reverence^  fubmit  to  his  laws  and  command- 
ments, repofe  truft  and  confidence  in  him,  fly  to  his  pro- 
te&ion  and  afliftance  in  all  our  difficulties  and  needs.  If 
be  be  our  Prieft,  we  muft  apply  ourfelves  to  him  for,  and 
vely  upon,  his  fi^ritual  miniftries  in  our  behalf,  fue  for 
and  exped  projMtiation  of  our  fins  by  his  facrifice,  the  col- 
lation of  all  fpiritual  gifts  from  his  interceffion,  all  fpiritual 
comfort,  joy,  and  felicity  in  confequence  upon  his  effica* 
ctous  benedi^on ;  Having  (it  is  the  Apofile  to  the  He-Hob.  x.  31/ 
brews  his  admonition)  a  great  Prie/i  over  the  hovji  of  God, 
lei  us  draw  near  with  a  true  hearty  in  Jiill  affurance  of 
faiih.  In  a  word,  if  Jefus  be  Chrift,  let  us  be  Chriftians; 
Chriftians,  not  in  name  only,  in  outward  profeffion,  in  our 
o{miion;  but  in  very  deed  and  reality;  in  our  heart,  in  our 
afie6lion,  in  our  praftice.  Let  every  one  that  nameih  /AeflTfiii.U.ifu 
name  of  Chrifi  (that  qonfeffeth  him  to  be  fo)  depart  from 
iniguiiy^ 

1^0  onip  &on^ 

THAT  the  Meflias  defigned  by  God  to  come  for  the  re- 
fioring  of  the  Church  and  reformation  of  the  world,  was 
in  efpecial  manner  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  feems  to  have 
been  the  common  perfuafion  of  the  ancient  Jews  before 
our  Saviour's  appearance ;  as  may  be  coUe£ked  irom  di- 
vers expreffions  then  ufed,  wherdn  being  the  Chrift,  and 
being  the  Son  of  God,  are  eonjdned  as  infeparable  ad- 
jnn&s  of  the  fame  Perfon :  as  in  the  confeflSons  of  Na- 
tbanael;   Rabbij  thou  art  the  Son  of  God,  thou  art  the  John  1 49- 
Kmg  of  Ifrael:  of  Martha;   /  believe  that  thou  art  /AeJohiixi.37. 
Ckrift,  the  Son  of  God,  which  Jhould  come  into  the  world : 
of  St.  Peter;    fVe  have  believed,  and  have  known  /Aa/^^^*"*^*-^'' 
thou  art  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  the  living  God:  and  efpe- 
eially  by  that  examination  of  the  high-pried;  ^ladjureMm-xxvu 
ibee  by  the  living  God,  that  thou  tell  us  whether  thou  be  ^^^  ^i^^ 
the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God.    And  that  our  Saviour  was  in-  61. 
deed  fo,  the  New  Tefiament  doth  every  where  teach  us ; 
calling  him  not  only  at  large  the  Son  of  God,  but  his  fto- 
wytfiig,  (his.Qit/y  begotten  Son;)  his  aycantris,  (his  darling 
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Son;)   his  vpmiroMs,  (his  firft^bom;)   his  IkH  u^t  (Us 
proper  and  peculittr  San:)    thofe  epithets  all  iiii|dyiiig 
fomewhat  of  peculiar  eminency  in  the  kind  and  ground 
Xakein.ult.of  this  relation.    Adam  is  called  the/on  of  God;  and  the 
angels  are  fo  entitled ;  and  princes  are  fomewhere  ftyled 
Kljuau.6.  the  children  of  the  Moft  High ;  and  all  men^  efpecially  all 
good  men^  yea  all  things,  have  Gcxl,  ki  fome  fenfe^  thdr 
Father :  but  all  thefe  in  a  manner  (if  we  compace  them 
with  Chrift's  relation)  are  improper  and  inferior;  for  he 
is  the  only  Son  (or  the  only  begotten  Son)  of  God.    Now 
we  find  indeed  feveral  reafons  and  refpeSs  for  which  he  is 
called  the  Son  of  God :  he  is  fo  in  regard  of  his  tempond 
generation,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  of  the  Viigin  Mary :  fi> 
Luke  i.  85.  the  angel  dodi  exprefsly  tell  us ;  The  Holy  Ghoft  fiM 
^       '^  'come  upon  tliee,  and  the  power  of  the  Higheji  JhaU  mmr» 
Jhadow  thee:  therefore  alfo  that  holy  thing  which  is  he^ 
gotten  JhaU  be  called  the  Son  of  God:  a  generation  lb 
wonderful  and  peculiar,  without  intervention  of  any  fiuher 
but  God,  is  one  ground  of  this  relation  and  title.     He  is 
alfo  capable  of  this  title  by  reafon  of  that  high  office,  the 
which  by  God's  fpecial  defignation  and  appointment  he 
was  inflated  in.     If  ordinary  princes  and  judges  (as  being 
deputed  by  God  to  reprefent  himfelf  in  difpeniation  of 
juftice,  as  refembling  him  in  exercife  of  power  and  autho* 
Pr.lxzxii.6.rity)  have  been  called  Gods,  and  the  children  of  the  Mo/i 
'  High,  in  the  holy  Scripture  itfelf ;  with  how  much  greater 
reafon  and  truth  may  he  (whom  God  hath  (andified  and 
fent  into  the  world,  hath  confecrated  and  commiffionated 
to  the  moft  eniinent  and  extraordinary  office)  be  fo  called? 
It  is  pur  Saviour's  own  argumentation.     He  is  alfo  in  re- 
gard of  his  refurredion  by  the  divine  power  (which  is  a 
kind  of  generation,  or  a  regeneration  to  another  immortal 
Luke  XX,    life)  fo  ftyled :  if  others  are  the  children  of  God,  being 
Col.  i.  IS.  ^®  children  of  the  refurre£)ion,  how  much  more  he,  who 
Rev.  i.  s.    is  the  jfirftbom  from  the  dead  f  And  that  of  the  P&lmift 
83^  33.      concerning  Chrift,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  be^ 
gotten  thee,  according  to  St.  Paul's  expofition,  was  fbl- 
filled   by  God's  raifing  Jefus    (Ad»  xiii.   33.)    again. 
Whereas  it  is  iaid,  that  God  did  appoint  or  make  oar  Sa* 
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vkfur  heir  qf  all  things;  did  put  all  things  under  his  feet  *,  Heb.  i.  a. 
did  gi$m  him  power  aver  all  flejh;  did  commit  to  him  aU^l^;^\^^ 
authority  in  heaven  and  upon  the  earth,  having  Jet  him  at  i»  a. 
Ids  right  hand;  hath  exalted  him  to  the  next  place  of  au- JJ*^**^*** 
thoiity  and  dignity  to  himfeif^  (the  right  hand  of  the  M^'^^\'  ^'* 
j^fly  in  thehigheft;)  and  given  him  a  name  above  et;ery  PhU.  if.  9. 
name;  well  may  he  in  this  refpeft  be  entitled  the  Son  tf^f^'  *•  '^ 
God,  as  haviqg  obtained  the  rank  and  privilege  proper  to 
this  relation;  {Ifafon,  then  an  heir^  St.  Paul  argues ;  and 
icciprocaUy,  if  conftituted  heir  of  all,  then  in  that  regard 
a  Jon,  Rom.  viii.  17.)     In  fuch  refpeds  is  our  Saviour 
properly^  or  may  be  fitly^  fiyled  the  Son  of  God,    But  his 
bdng  fo  exprefsly  called  God's  only  begotten  Son  doth 
imply  a  ground  more  peculiar  and  more  excellent  (than 
«iiy  of  thefe)  of  this  relation^  (as  do  alfo  thofe  efpecial 
prerogatives  of  afiedion  and  favour  from  God  appropriated 
to  him,  with  all  the  glorious  preferment  confequent  thence 
argue  the  fame.)    For  the  firft  Adam  alfo  derived  his  being 
immediately  from  God's  power  and  divine  infpiration; 
Ilaac,  Samuel,  and  John  the  Baptift,  had  a  generation  ex- 
traordinary and  miraculous,  (as  being  bom  of  aged  fathers 
or  barren  mothers,  by  the  interpofition  of  divine  power ;) 
and  we  cannot  eafily  conceive  how  the  produ^on  of 
angels  ihould  be  fo  much  inferior  to  our  Saviour's  tempo- 
ral generation,  (fuppofing  he  had  no  other.)    And  our 
Saviour,  though  he  were  the  iirft  and  chief,  yet  was  not 
the  only  fon  of  the  refurredion ;  nor  doth  the  arbitrary 
collation  of  power  and  dignity,  how  eminent  foever,  feem 
to  fuffice :  for  we  fee  others,  in  regard  to  their  defignment 
and  deputation  to  offices  of  power  and  truft,  (though  fub* 
ordinate  and  inferior  to  him,)  entitled  the  fons  of  God: 
(befide,  that  this  is  ground  of  a  metaphorical  rather  than 
a  natural  and  proper  fonihip :)  and  though  our  Saviour  be 
the  heir  of  all  things,  yet  hath  he  coheirs  ;  whom,  as  St.  Rom.  vlH. 
Paul  fpeaks,  God  hath  together  enlivened,  and  together  ^^1^^^^^ 
raifed,  and  together  feated  with  him  in  thrones  of  glory  ^* 
emd  blifs.    In  thefe  refpeAs  God  hath  many  fons,  (as  the  HeK  H.  10. 
author  to  the  Hebrews  tells  us,)  and  our  Saviour  many 
kretkren,  (as  it  is  in  Romans  viii.)    We  (hould  therefore  Rom^  viit 
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feek  a  more  excellent  and  proper  foundation  of  tlua  only 
Sonihip ;  and  fuch  we  may  deduce  irom  the  tefiimon j  of 
John  iiUia.  divine  writ.     It  is  evident  thence  that  our  Saviour  had  an 
exiftence  before  his  temporal  generation ;  for  he  did  de- 
fcend  from  heaven,  and  was  there  before  he  did  defcend; 
(his  afceniSon  was  but  a  returning  thither,  whence  he  had 
defcended  at  his  incarnation;)    he  was  before  St.  John 
Johni.  15.  the  Baptifi;   and  therefore,  as  St.  John  confefles,  was 
vm.  58.      worthily  preferred  before  him.      Before  Abraham  was 
bom,  he  did  fubiift;  (and  therefore  might  without  any 
abfurdity  affirm,  that  Abraham  and  he  did  fee  each  other, 
might  have  intercourfe  together,  as  his  own  difcourfe  with 
the  Jews  doth  declare:)  nay  farther,  it  is  plain  he  was 
of  ftanding,  and  had  a  glory  before  the  world  had  a  b^ng: 
Jobnzfii.5.  for  he  prays  thus ;  And  now,  Father,  glorify  me  with  ikg^ 
Jelf  with  the  glory  which  I  had  before  the  world  was  with 
thee :  (glory;  that  is,  a  moft  honourable  fiate  of  being  and 
excellent  perfedion  was  not  only  defigned  him,  but  he 
really  had  it  before  the  world  was:)  and  needs  muft  it  be 
Heb.  i.       fo ;  for  ly  him  God  made  the  world;  and  himfelf  made  it: 
CoL  i.  i6»  By  him,  £uth  St.  Paul,  were  all  things  created,  that  are  in 
Eph.  iii.  9.  heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth,  vifible  and  invifible,  whether 
they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  pott/ers : 
all  things  were  created  by  him  and  for  him :  and  he  is  be^ 
fore  all  things,  and  by  him  all  things  conffl.     (He  did  not 
only  create  anew  and  reform  mankind,  but  he  created  all 
thing? ;  and  among  them  all  degrees  of  angels,  all  things 
in  heaven;  fuch  things  as  the  new  metaphorical  creation 
^ohn  i.  3t   did  not  extend  unto.)     All  things  were  made  by  him,  (or 
did  exift  by  him,)  and  without  him  there  was  not  any  thing 
made  which  was  made,  faith  St.  John :  (and  what  could 
be  faid  more  exprefsly  or  clearly?)  In  fine,  he  Mid  erift 
from  all  eternity :  irfaniroxof  iraayi^  xrlcrteof ;  that  is,  bom 
;ohnt.  1.   before  all  the  creation:    as.  In  the  beginning  was  the 
Word:  in  the  beginning;  that  is,  before  any  point  of  time 
defignable  or  conceivable ;  that  is,  from  eternity :  whence 
Rer.  i.  17.  he  is  truly  (lyled,  the  firfi  and  the  lajl,  (6  irjwro;  xei  6  l%a- 
13.  "^ '    '^^u)  ^^^  Alpha  and  Omega,  feveral  times  in  St.  John's 
Revelation ;  (a  phrafe  by  wliich  God's  eternity  and  imr 
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mortality  are  ufually  exprefled.)     He  had'  tlierefore  ai^zii-4- 
being  before  his  temporal  generation^  and  that  before  allxi{y.  '^^ 
creatures,  even  from  eternity:  therefore  that  being  was*^-^'*- 
divine :  if  no  creature,  if  author  of  all  creatures,  if  eter- 
nally fubfiftent,  then  God :  that  a£tion  is  proper,  that  at* 
tribute  is  peculiar  to  God  i  only  Grod  can  be  the  Creator 
of  all  things ;  (he  that  built  all  things  is  God ;  none  but 
God  can  be  eternal ;  he  only  hath  immortality ^  and  only 
therefore  hath  eternity :)  he  is  confequently  laid,  before 
he  did  affume  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  became  like  unto  Heb.  Ki.  4. 
men,  to  have  fubfifled  in  the  form  of  God,  and  not  to  have  1  Ti«n«  ▼»• 
deemed  ii  robbery  to  be  equal  (or  in  equality)  to  God;  (fo  piuu  IL  6» 
that  as  he  was  after  his  incarnation  truly  man,  partaker  7- 
of  man's  nature  and  properties,  fo  before  it  he  was  truly 
God,  partaker  of  the  divine  eflence  and  attributes ;)  and 
therefore  he  is  frequently  in  the  Scriptures  called  Go<f,Vid.Roiiu 
{in  the  moft  proper  and  higheft  fenfe:)  In  the  beginning  jf^YmU'u 
was  the  Wordy  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word 
was  God.     God  is  faid  to  have  been  manifefted  in  the  1  Tim.  fii^ 
ftefh,  juftified  in  the  Spirit,  feen  of  angels,  preached  among  ^^* 
the  GentUeSf  believed  upon  in  the  world,  ajjumed  into  glory; 
(of  which  pofitions  it  is  evident  that  the  fubjeft  is  Chrift; 
he  is  therefore  called  God.)    God  is  alfo  faid,  by  St.  Paul, 
to  have  purchqfed  his  Church  with  his  own  blood;  whoA6Uzx.a». 
elfe  did  that  but  Chrift?  My  Lord  and  my  God;  fo  St.Johnxx.sB. 
Thomas  exprefled  his  faith  in  Chrift,  (upon  his  convic- 
tion,) which  our  Saviour  accepts  and  approves  as  a  pro- 
per teftimony  thereof.    Alfo ;  We  are,  faith  St.  John,  in  1  John  ▼. 
the  true  one,  (the  God  of  truth,)  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift. 
This  he,  is  the  true  Grod,  and  life  eternal,  (no  falfe,  no 
metaphorical  God,  but  the  very  true,  fupreme,  ever-living 
God;)  out  of  whom,  faith  St.  Paul,  as  concerning  the  JleJh^taAx*  5. 
(according  to  his  humanity,)  Chrift  came,  who  is  over  all, 
God  blejftd  for  ever;  {b  hs\  irivrosv  Q^g,)  the  God  over  all, 
ibe  fupreme  God,  the  Moft  High:  God,  blejfed  for  ever; 
the  6  wkoiyvjftii,  the  bleffed  one,  (which  is  a  fpecial  and  cha-  Mark  xiv. 
raderiitical  attribute  or  title  of  God.)     Now  this  proper^'* 
appelladon,  with  the  majefiy  and  worfhip  due  thereto,  as 
alfo  the  title  of  Lord  and  ICing,  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of\  Tim.  vi. 
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lerds,  with  the  reverence  and  authority  attending  thetn; 
likewife  the  mod  divine  works  of  creation  and  providenoet 
and  judging  the  world;  immediate  working  of  miracle8» 
remitting  of  fins;  the  divine  attributes  of  wife^  good, 
powerful,  abfolutely  and  perfe^y ;  in  a  word,  all  things 
that  the  Father  hath,  (according  to  what  our  Saviour  af* 

Johnzvi.  finned,  jill  things  thai  the  Father  hath  are  mine;)  we 
cannot  imagine  that  God,  who  is  fo  jealous  of  his  honour, 
(who  wUi  not  give  his  glory  to  another,)  would  communi- 
cate to  any  creature,  how  eminent  foever  in  nature,  (for 
the  higheft  creature  poffible  mufi  however  be  infinitely 
difiant  from,  infinitely  inferior  to,  bimfelf  in  perfe&ion  and 
dignity ;  nor  can  any  be  capable  of  it  in  nature,  or  in  rea- 
fon  and  juflice  accept  fuch  names,  fuch  chara&ers,  fuch 
prerogatives.)  Now  our  Saviour  being  thus  God,  and 
the  whole  tenor  of  our  religion  (with  teftimonies  of  Scrip* 
lure  frequent  and  obvious)  ailerting  but  one  God,  there- 
fere  our  Saviour  hath  the  fame  ellence  with  God ;  and  it 
muft  be  neceiiarily  true  what  himfelf  afiirms;  I  and  the 
Father  are  one,  (John  x.  30.)    Yet  hath  he  not  this  eflfenoe 

CoLLis.  of  himfelf,  but  by  communication;  for  as  the  Faiber 
haih  life  in  himfelf,  fo  hath  he  given  the  Son  to  have  life 

Heh.!.  s.  in  hinifelf  (John  v.  %6.)  He  is  the  imc^e  of  the  invifible 
God,  (an  image  mod  perfe^y  like,  becaufe  haviog  the 
very  fame  nature,)  an  efTulgency  of  his  glory,  and  a  cba- 
rafter  (or  perfect  impreflion)  of  his  fubfiance;  and  this 
eternal  conununication  of  the  fame  divine  eflence  is  that 
generation,  in  refpe&  of  which  he  is  moft  properly  and 
truly  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God.  If  to  produce  a 
being  like,  (in  any  kind  or  degree,)  be  to  generate;  to  im- 
part a  being  without  any  diffimilitude  or  difparity  at  all, 
perfe^y  the  fame,  is  the  moft  proper  generation:  and 
that  none  other  (befide  our  Saviour)  was  fo  begotten,  in 
lany  manner  like  or  comparable  to  this,  is  evident  enough; 
fat  that  as  no  reafon  could  have  taught  us  that  our  Sa* 
viour  himfelf  was  thus  begotten,  fo  no  revelation  hath 
Shewed  us  that  any  other  was.  By  creation  things  re- 
ceive a  being  from  God  infinitely  different,  unlike,  and  un- 
equal to  the  being  of  God;  and  that  filiation  which  is 
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0POiinded  upon  adoption  and  grace  is  wholly  diverfe  from 
this :  and  the  communication  of  the  divine  eflence  to  the 
Holy  Ghoft  doth  fo  differ  in  manner  from  this,  (though 
the  manner  be  incomprehenfible  to  us,)  that  it  is  never 
colled  generation  in  Scripture,  and  therefore  we  muft  not 
pfefume  it  to  be  fo.  But  fo  much  for  explication  of  the 
point.  For  implication  briefly  :  The  confideration  of  this 
point  will  ferve  to  inflruA  and  confirm  our  £uth  concern- 
ing the  myftery  of  our  redemption ;  to  direct  and  heighten 
our  devoition  |  to  raife  in  us  a  due  gratitude  toward  God  $ 
to  beget  hope  and  comfort  in  us* 

i«  We  may  firft  hence  learn  whence  the  undertaking  of 
Chrift  (his  performances  and  his  fufierings  for  us)  become 
of  fo  great  worth  and  efficacy.     It  is  no  wonder  that 
God's  only  Son's  mediation  (hould  be  fo  acceptable  and 
tSketoal  with  God ;  that  his  blood  (hould  be  fo  precious  i  John  i.  7* 
in  God's  fight,  and  his  intereeffion  fo  prevalent  with  him.^^*^*^^* 
What  could  God  deny  his  own  Son,  ihe  Son  of  his  loue^  Col.  i.  is. 
fo  eamefUy  entreating  in  our  behalf?  What  debts  might 2]j^  *^^ 
D6t  fo  rich  a  price  difcharge?  What  anger  could  not  fo^"^ 
dear  a  facrifice  appeafe?    What  juftice  ihould  fo  full  a 
compenfation  not  fatisfy  ?   We  were  not  redeemed  with  i  Vcu  i.  is. 
gold;  all  the  Indies  had  not  been  able  to  ranfom  a  foul; 
all  the  hecatombs  in  the  world  cannot  fatisfy  for  a  pecca^ 
dillo.     Well  might  a  perfon  fo  infinitely  worthy  and  ex- 
cellent be  a  fufficient  ranfom  for  whole  worlds  of  mifer- 
aUe  ofiknders  and  captives;   well  might  his  voluntary 
foiering  a  bitter  and  diigraoeful  death  countervail  the  de- 
lerved  punifliment  of  all  mankind,  if  our  difpleafing  and 
diihonouring  a  Perfon  fo  great,  fo  good,  doth  aggravate 
our  ofience;  the  equal  excellency  and  dignity  of  the  Per-Pf.  xliz.  7. 
fon  fobmitting  in  our  behalf  to  juflice  and  performance  of 
iatiafki^on,  may  proportionably  advance  the  repamtion9 
and  countervail  the  injury  done.    Well  therefore  may  w^ 
believe  and  lay  with  the  Apofile,  If^ho  JkaU  criminaie  Rom.  viii. 
agednji  the  eUa  of  God  f  It  is  God  that  juftifieth;  (the^^* 
Son  of  God,  as  himfelf  God,  that  fiEitisfies  juftice  for  us :) 
IVho  is  th^  that  condemns  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  hath  Med  for 
us. 
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2.  We  learn  what  reverence  and  adoratioD  is  due  to 
John  r.  33. our  Saviour)  and  why  we  muft  honour  the  Son^  even  of 

we  honour  the  Father j  (as  himfelf  hath  taught  us  to  do.) 
Whence  it  is,  that,  in  St.  John's  Reveladon,  every  crea- 
ture which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the 
eapth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  Tea,  and  all  that  are  in  them^ 
did  (and  ought  to)  fay,  Ble/pngy  honour ,  glory ^  and  power 
he  unto  him  that  Jit teth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb 
for  ever  and  ever,  (afcribing  the  fame  preeminency,  and 
paying  the  fame  veneration  jointly  to  God  Almighty, 
and  to  the  Lamb  his  blefled  Son;)  why,  not  we  men 
only,  (whom  he  hath  particularly  purchafed  and  redeem- 

Fhil.ii.9.  ed,)  but  even  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  beneath 
the  earth,  muft  bend  the  knee  (yield  worfhip  and  obferv- 

Heb.i. 6.  ance)  to  him;  when  the  Jir/ibegotten  is  brought  into  the 
world,  it  is  faid.  Let  all  the  angels  of  God  worjkip  him. 
We  are  (we  fee)  obliged  to  afcribe  divine  glory,  to  yield 
divine  adoration,  to  Chrift:  Why  ?  Becaufe  he  is  the  only 
Son  of  God,  equal  in  majefty,  one  in  eflence  with  him. 
Were  he  not  fo,  it  were  injury  to  God  and  (acrilege  to  do 

lit.  xlil  8.  it :  God  would  not  impart  his  glory,  wc  (hould  not  yield 
it  to  another. 

3.  We  hence  may  perceive  the  infinite  goodnefs  of 
God  unto  us,  and  our  obligation  to  love,  and  anfwerable 

Rom.  ▼.  8.  thankfulnefs  toward  htm.     God  commendeth  his  lave  to^ 

ward  us,  faith  St.  Paul,  in  that,  while  we  were  yetjinners^ 

I  JolinW.  Chri/l  died  for  us:  In  this,  faith  St.  John,  was  manif^led 

^»  ^^'        the  love  of  God  toward  us,  becaufe  Godfent  his  only  be* 

gotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  through  him. 

In  this  is  love,  (love  indeed,  admirable   and  inconceiv- 

-able,)  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and 

fent  his  only  begotten  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  for  ourjlns. 

Can  there  be  ima^ned  any  equal,  any  like  expreffion  of 

kindnefs,  of  mercy,  of  condefcenfion,  of  goodnefs,  as  for 

a  prince  (himfelf  perfe^ly  glorious  and  happy)  freely  to 

deliver  up  his  own  only  moft  dearly  beloved  Son,  (out 

Jrom  his  bofom^of  glory  and  blifs,)  to  fuflfer  moft  bafe 

Mpontumelies,  moft  grievous  torments,  for  the.welfeure  of 

bis  declared  enemies,  traitors,  and  rebels?   Such  hatb 
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been  God's  goodnefa  to  us,  fuitable  thereto  ihould  our 
gratitude  be  toward  him. 

4*  This  oonfideration  fitly  ferves  to  beget  in  us  hope  in 
God  upon  all  occafions  of  our  need  or  difirefs ;  as  alfo 
comfort  in  all  our  afHi&ions.    He  hathfo  loved  the  u/orU^  John  iii.  i6« 
thai  he  gave  Ids  anly^begotten  Son  for  its  falvation  and 
happinefs;  how  can  he  be  fuppofed  unwilling  to  beftow 
whatever  elfe  (hall  appear  needful  or  beneficial  for  us  ? 
He  that  parted  with  a  jewel  fo  ineftimable  in  charity  and 
I»ty  toward  us,  to  him  no  other  thing  can  feem  much  to 
give  us :  it  is  St.  Paul's  confolatory  difcourfe ;  He  that  Rom.  vUi. 
tlid  notjpare  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all^^^' 
howjhall  he  not  unth  him  freely  gire  us  all  things  P  [All 
things  that  we  need,  that  we  can  reafonably  defire,  that 
mil  be  good  and  fit  for  us.] 

5.  I  might  add  the  ufe  which  St.  John  (i  John  iv.  ii.) 
makes  of  this  oonfideration ;  Beloved,  faith  he,  if  God  Jo 
loved  us,  we  alfo  ought  to  love  one  another :  if  Grod  fo  lov- 
ingly gave  up  his  only  Son  for  us ;  what,  (in  refpe£t,  in 
gratitude,  in  imitation  of  him ;)  what  expreffions,  I  fay, 
of  charity  and  good-will  ought  we  to  yield  toward  our 
brethren?  what  endeavours,  what  goods,  what  life  of 
ours  ihould  be  too  dear  for  us  to  impart  for  their  good  ? 
So  much  for  this  point.     It  follows, 

AS  the  name  of  God  is  by  a  myflerious  kind  of  pecu' 
liarity  attributed  to  the  Father,  fo  is  the  name  of  Lord  to 
the  Son;  who  is  fometimes  called  abfolutely  /A&  Lord,  (or 
the  Lord  Jefus,)  fometimes  our  Lord;  to  acknowledge 
and  call  him  fo  being  the  fpecial  duty  and  chara&er  of  a 
Chriftian :  There  be  {bith  St.  Paul ;  there  be,  according  to 
popular  or  worldly  ufe)  gods  many,  and  lords  many,  but  i  Cor.  Yiii. 
to  us  there  is  one  God  the  Father,  and  one  Lord  Jefus  g  .   .^  ^ 
Chri/l:  and.  One  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptifm;  one  God  6, 
and  Father  of  all  things;  (are  by  us  ChAftians  profefled :)  \ 
and.  No  man  can  callJefus  Lord,  (that  is,  cordially  embrace  P»iii*  'i-  n- 
G^ftiamty,)  but  by  the  Holy  Gho/i.  The  reafon  of  which 
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peculiar  Appellation  may  be,  becauii^  befifc  tliat  natniil 
dominion  over  us  appertaining  to  Chrift  as  our  Ood  aid 
Maker,  that  title  is  in  federal  other  refpe£ts,  and  i^on 
other  grounds,  due  to  him.    In  what  notsoo  foever  we 
take  lord,  as  a  governor  over  fubje&s,  as  a  nsofler  over 
fenrants,  as  an  owner  of  goods,  as  a  mafter  of  diiciples,  ai 
a  leader  of  followers,  he  is,  according  to  all  fticb  notioiiS} 
our  Lord:  confider  him  in  whatever  refpeft  or  ci^Micitj, 
as  God,  as  man,  as  ©fas^poMro^,  (God  and  man  unked;  is 
Jefus,  as  Chrift,)  he  is  our  Lord.     Examine  all  fbunda* 
tions  imaginable  of  juft  dominion :  eminence  of  nature^ 
of  power,  derivation  of  being,  with  the  prefervation  and 
miuntenance  thereof;  donation,,  aequifition,  defert,  pi^ 
chafe,  redemption,  conqueft,  compad,  and  refignation  of 
ourfelves ;  upon  them  all  his  right  of  lordfhip  over  ua  is 
juftly  grounded.    As  God  he  is  our  Lord :  endued  with 
fupreme  authority  and  irrefiftible  power,  alfo  hath  mads 
all  things,  and  upholds  all  things;  and  therefore  all  thbigs 
Hre  fubjeft'  to  his  difpolal,  (to  be  governed,  and  pofleflSsdi 
and  ufed  according  to  his  pleafure ;)  hence  that  moft  pe- 
culiar and  auguft  name  of  God,  Jehovahj  (denoting  ridier 
independency  and  indefe^bility  in  fubfiftence,  or  uncon* 
trollable  and  in&llible  eflficacy  in  adion;  both  together; 
and  therefore  fitly  rendered  Kupio;  by  the  Seventy  Inter- 
•  For  *i^  t^rpreters,  and  Lord  by  our  tranflators*,)  is  attributed  to 
HfaM\    ^^^  >  T^^^  ^  ^^  name^  faith  the  Prophet,  whereby  heJhaU  be 
ind  u9fH9  called,  Jehovah  our  righteoufnefs  ;  and  what  is  in  the  Old 
^^^SmT  Teftament  fpoken  of  Jehovah,  is  in  the  New  Teftament  by 
^^^^^^    infallible  expofition  applied  to  him :  as,  for  inftance,  what 
Jer.ziiii.6.MaliU:hi  did  foretel  concerning  Elias,  that  he  Jkotdd  pre* 
Sflitt/lli.  a.P^^  /Atf  way  of  Jehovah,  was  verified  in  St.  John  BaptifPs 
Luke  i.  76.  preparing  the  way  to  our  Saviour.    As  man  alfo  God  did 
^  ^^'*  '  confer  upon  him  lordihip ;  a  power  and  authority  of  rul* 
ing  and  judging ;  of  remitting  oflfences ;  and  punifliiiig' 
and  rewarding:  the  Father  hath  given  him  authority  even 
to  execute  judgment,  Jri  ofi§  ay^poeiroo  hrtv,  becaufe  (or 
A6Uii.  36.  whereas)  he  is  the  Son  of  num:  and,  Let  aU  the  houfe  of. 
Ifrael,  faith  St.  Peter,  know  affwredly,  thai  God  hath  made 
him  Lord  and  Ckrjft,  (eve»)   this  Jefus,  wham  you  did 
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^mafy  f  and.  The  San  of  man  JhdU  cofm»  m  the  glorg  ofuMiet.  ivl. 
Uf  RUher  with  his  angels^  mid  reward  every  man  ac*^^* 
needing  to  his  works :  and,  Being  found  in  Jhape  as  a  phii.  li.  8« 
Mil,  he  humbled  himfelf,  faith  St.  Paol,  becoming  obedient  y^'^^^ 
mUo  deathj  the  deaih  of  the  crofs  ;  therefore  alfo  did  God  Vid.  Aas 
VDok  himr-^hmi  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  Jhould^' *^' 
iemd  ~^and  that  every  tongue  Jhould  confefs  that  Jefus  is  the 
herd:  andagain;  To  this  end  Cbrifi,  both  diedfrofe,andre^fioauiif. 
nuedy  that  he  might  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  living:^ 
ind^  God  rai/id  him  from  the  deadj  and  fet  him  at  AifE|rii«i.9e^ 
right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality^  ^''  *** 
umd  power,  and  might,  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that 
is  mmnedf  not  only  in  this  world,  but  alfo  in  that  which  is  to 
come;  and  hath  put  all  things  voider  his  feet,  and  gave  him 
to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the  Church  :  Them  ha^  given  So\mi:iMo> 
Urn  power  over  all  fiefh.    Thus  hath  God  m  him  per- 
fimned  more  fignally  and  eminently  what  the  Pfahnift 
thankfiillj  acknowledges  and  praifes  him  for  in  regard  to 
man;  Thau  crowned/l  him  with  glory  and  honour;  and  d£^PfU.vm.  s, 
fit  kim  over  the  works  of  thy  hands:  thou  hafi  put  all  things  HeKiL  7f 
infulje6Hon  under  his  feet.    As  God-man  he  is  alfo  Lord,  *• 
and  Lord  of  k>rds;  whatever  naturally  did  belong  to  God; 
whatever  freely  was  conferred  on  man,  (by  way  of  ^ft  or 
feward,)  did  accrue  to  the  Perfon,  and  was  coniequent  upon 
tlie  miion  hypoftatical;  fo  that,  in  this  refpeft,  Chrift  is 
etenially  Lord ;  Lord,  indeed,  of  aU,  as  St.  Peter  ftyles  A£U  i.  sa. 
hhn,  having  all  things  (exciting  God  hirofelf,  as  St.  Paul  1  Cor.  xv« 
teaches  us)  put  under  his  feet;  but  particularly  (which ^'* 
moft  conoems  us  to  acknowledge  and  confider)  our  Lord  ; 
and  that  upon  feveral  grounds,  which  it  will  be  conveuent 
briefly  to  touch.    An  entire  power  over  us,  and  a  perfeft 
ifaility  to  govern  us,  he  hath ;  in  which  refpefks  it  is  both 
neceffiiry  to  fnbmit  to  hun,  and  realbnable  willingly  to 
admit  htm  as  our  Lord:  (perlbns  fo  qualified,  Ariftotle 
himielf  in  hb  Politics  tells  us,  have  a  natural  title  to  do- 
minion;  as  on  the  contrary,  perfons  v^eak,  or  unwife, 
nnable  to  proteA  themfelves,  and  unfit  to  manage  things 
to  their  own  good,  are  naturally  ful]je6b  and  fervants.) 
AHe^  he  hatk  made  ns^  and  ke  prefinrvea  us ;  all  we  are 
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or  have  is -wholly  derived  from  juid  depeodi  upon  lufii} 

whence  he  hath  an  abfblute  right  to  difpofe  of  and  ufe  us 

according  to  his  difcretion  and  pleafure.    He  is  the  Son 

of  God,  is  heir  apparent^  and  natural  Lord  of  all  things ; 

and  fo  pur  Lord,  by  birth  and  privilege  of  nature.    But 

fimher :  he  hath  alfo  acquired  us  to  himfdf,  (adding  a 

Eph.  i.  14.  legal  to  a  natural  right;)  we  are  called  vipMrofijo'if,  (an  ac* 

quifl:  made  by  him ;)  and  Xahg  tif  vtpmolfitrivy  (a  people  ap- 

pert^ning  to,   or  by,  acquifition.)     Divers  ways  hath 

l«hn  xTii.  Chrifl:  acquired  us  :  by  donation  from  God ;  IV ham  thou 

z^'J  cf  ^'  Aa/2  given  me,  faith  he  to  his  Father,  I  have  kepi :  and, 

Eph.  ii'.  St  This  is  the  will  of  the  Father  that  fent  me,  that  of  M 

*  which  he  hath  given  me,  IJhould  lofe  nothing.    So  we  fall 

under  by  conqueft ;  conqueft  over  his  enemies ;  conqueft 

over  us  ourfelves,  being  his  enemies :  we  were  (partly  by 

violence,  partly  by  confent)  enflaved  to  his  enemies,  and 

lived  in  obedience  to  them  :  them  hath  Chrifl:  quite  van- 

Col.  ii.  15.  quifhed  and  fubdued,  (having  *fpoiled  thofe  principalitiei 

Lt^*^^  ^""^  pott/er5,  and  made  a  Jhew  of  them  openly,  triumphing 

over  them ;)  and  fo  we  rightfully  fall  under  fubje^on  to 

him,  as  acceffions  to  his  vidory,  and  formerly  beloi^ng 

to  his  enemies :  yea,  ourfelves,  being,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaks. 

Col.  1.31.  hc^pot  T^  dtawla,  enemies  in  our  mind  and  difcourfe,  (dif- 

covering  our  enmity  by  wicked,  difobedient,  and  rebel- 

lious  prafUces,)  did  he  fubdue  by  the  power  of  his  word 

(Aike  i.  74.  and  Spirit :  whence,  as  it  b  in  the  Benedifkus,  being  ddi^ 

vered  out  of  ihe  hand  of  our  enemies,  (his  enenues,  and 

ours  in  truth  and  efied,)  we  may,  we  Jhould  ferve  him 

without  fear:  being7ert;a/t,  we  become^^Ti;  being  yifi- 

aBi,  we  arefubditi.    He  might  have  juftly  defiroyed  us, 

deprived  us  of  liberty  and  life,  as  dependents  upon  and 

partizans  of  his  enemies ;  as  ourfelves  being  in  aAual 

hoftility  againft  him:  but  feeing  he  hath  faved  us,  we 

Aaszx.  as.  thereby  become  his  vaflals.    But,  farther,  he  hath  pur- 

1  Cor.'vi!^  chafed  us  :  he  hath  delivered  up  himfelf  a  ranfom  and  a 

so.  vii.  aa.  price  for  us ;  and  fo  hath  acquired  us,  hath  redeemed  us, 

hath  bought  us  with  his  own  blood :  we  having  fbrfeiled 

our  lives  to  God's  law,  and  being  fentenoed  to  a  miferable 

deaths  he  procured  our  redemption  by  himfelf  under- 
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{oing  eqmvalent  punifhment^  difcharging  our  debt^  and 
atisfying  the  divine  juftice  for  .us :  whence,  as  St.  Paul 
ugues,  we  are  not  our  own;  for  we  were  bought  with  a  1  Ck>r.vuiOi 
nrice;  we  are  his,  who  faved  our  lives,  freed  us  from*^ 
aptivity,  drew  us  out  of  extreme  and  endlefs  mifery;  TvjtaCbr.v.n. 
I  icorrtf,  that  we  {now)  living  Jhould  not  henceforth  live  to 
urfelvesj  hut  to  him  that  died  for  us,  and  rofe  again :  in 
cquital  for  mercies  and  favours  fo  unexpreflibiy  great,  we 
annot  (not  in  gratitude  only,  but  in  juftice)  owe  lefs  than 
turfelves ;  ourfelves  to  be  rendered  wholly  into  his  domi- 
lion  and  difpofal.     He  hath  alfo  acquired  lordfliip  over 
IS,  by  defert  and  as  a  reward  agreeable  to  his  perforra- 
nces,  of  obedience  and  patience  highly  fatisfaftory  andEph.  i.  so.- 
cceptable  to  God ;   He  humbled  himfelfy  becoming  obe-  Phil.  ii.  s. 
^ieni  to  tlie  crofs :  therefore  alfo  did  God  exalt  him,  and 
ave  him  a  name  above  every  name:   To  this  end  Chrifi^^^'^^^-^. 

Virf   Jnhfi 

0th  diedf  rq/e,  and  revived,  Jva  xeu  vexpoov  x^  ^wnuv  xu^itvo^,  x.  17. 
bat  he  might  exercife  lord/hip  over  both  the  dead  and 
\oing  :  He  drank  of  the  brook  in  the  way:  therefore  AePfal.  ex.  7* 
ath   lift  up  his  head :   Therefore  did  God  divide  him  a  if.  liij.  31. 
ortian  with  the  great,  and  he  did  divide  thefpoil  with  the 
^ong,  becaufe  he  poured  out  his  foul  to  death :  And  wefeeUch.il  9. 
efiis,  fsuth  the  Apofile  to  the  Hebrews, /or  hisfufferance 
f  death,  crowned  with  glory  and  honour.     I  may  ^dd, 
bat  he  hath  acquired  a  right  and  title  over  us,  as  'our 
ontinual  benefador,  by  the  benefits  he  beftows,  and  the 
ire  he  pays  us :  he  affords  us  fure  protection,  liberal 
laintenance,  ample  wages,  (great  privileges  under,  rich 
swards)  for  our  fervice ;  Knowing,  faith  St.  Paul,  that  yeCo\.  iii.  S4. 
\aU  (in  regard  to  your  obedience)  receive  r^v  ayrear^ociv 
k^fovofjktas,  (the  recompenfe  of  an  inheritance :)  for  yeferve 
he  Lord  Chri/l.    It  is  no  Egyptian  bondage  that  he  de- 
UDS  us  under;  requiring  hard  labour,  and  yielding  no 
omfort  or  recompenfe ;  but  a  moft  beneficial  and  fruitful 
^rvice.    Doth  Job  fear  God  for  nought  P  the  Devil  could  Job  i.  9. 
ot  but  obferve  and  envy  the  benefits  and  bleflSngs  thej^***^^  ^^'• 
icms  man  received  in  regard  of  his  faithful  fervice.  Chriftpf.  UzziT. 
ath  promifed  to  withhold  no  good  thing  from  his  ^r- j^^^^^.  ^^^ 
aat^  y  nothing  neceflary  for  the  fupport  or  comfort  even 
VOL.  V.  A  a 
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of  thia^  temporal  life  f  but  efpecially  moft  ineAimably  pie- 

ckmt  rec(Mnpenfcft  he  will  beftow  in  fpiritual  and  etenal 

Rdm.  it. «.  hleffings :  He  tvill  render  to  every  man  according  to  ku 

Col.  111.  «4. 2^,^^ .  /g  ^^^^  ^i^Q  ly  patient  continuance  in  tvM  doing 

feek  glory  and  honour  and  immortality ^  eternal  life :  and, 

Rom.  Ti.    Being  freed  from  Jbiy  and  made  fervants  to  God,  ye  have 

yourfruii  unto  fanHification  ;  and  in  the  end  everlqfting 

life :  [a  fruit  to  fan^iication,  (all  benefits  conducing  to 

our  fpiritual  welfare  here,)  and  hereafter  a  life  in  perpe* 

tual  joy  and  happinefs :]  to  them  who  have  been  diligent 

and  faithful  in  performing  their  tafka,  and  improving  the 

takntt  committed  to  them  for  his  intereil,  be  will  odb 

9fatt.uiv.  day  fay^  Stagey  bonefervej  Well  done,  good  andfaiil^ 

uiiitrHf  firvant ;  enter  into  thy  Mafier's  joy :  Bleffed  are  ye^  whtm 


)«^^^  *^^  menfluiU  revile  you,  and  perfecute  yoUy  andjpeah  all 

Mttt.T.'iii«^  of  evil  againjl  youfalfelyyfor  my  fake:  rejoice,  and  he 

^^  exceeding  glad  ;  for  great  fhall  your  reward  be  in  hmnen* 

I  And  he  that  is  at  fuch  care  and  charges  for  us ;  who 

feeds  and  fumifhes  us*  fo  plentifully  f  who  rewards  our 

fimall  pwis^  our  poor  works,  our  improfitable  fervictSj 

with  fo  high  and  bountiful  wages ;  him  fure  moft  jufUy 

we  (hould  efteem,  moft  willingly  call,  our  good  Lord  and 

Mafter* 

But  yet  farther,  he  is  not  only  our  Lord  by  nature  by 
acquifition,  by  manifold  deferts  and  performances  of  his  ; 
but  by  our  deeds  alfo,  by  moft  fornuil  and  fol^nn,  moft 
Iree  and  voluntary,  and  therefore  moft  obligatory,  ada  of 
Ours :  he  is  our  Lord  and  King  by  eledion :  finding  onr- 
felves  opprdflfed  by  our  cruel  enemies,  (groaning  under 
intolerable  ilaveries  to  (in  and  Satan,)  we  had  recourie  to 
him  upon  his  gracious  invitation,  offering  us  eafe  and 
refreftiment  under  his  moft  gentle  and  equal  government ; 
Matt.xl38,  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and 
^*  *®'  /  uHlt  give  you  refl :  take  my  yoke  upon  yow^fot  my  yoA# 
i$  eafy,  and  my  burden  light.  So  he  invited  us ;  and  & 
we  did  (or  did  at  leaft  pretend  to)  undergo  his  yoke,  and 
freely  fubmit  to  hia  government:  we  vovtred  allegiance 
and  fealty  to  him,  as  our  lawful  prince ;  promifed  ful^ec* 
tion  to  his  will,  and  obedimee  to  hia  lawi ;  mgagcd  (for- 
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faking  all  duoga)  to  follow  bim^  and  fight  undbr  bit  ban- 
ners againft  the  comnion  enemies  of  his  glory  and  our 
ialvation:  we  contra£ied  with  him,  upon  certmi  condi*  ^■'a^«^ 

9iU  4U4W 

tions  and  confiderations,  (mod  advantageous  to  ourfelves^)  vi^i^ymrm 


to  be  his  obedient  and  faithful  fervants;  not  only  re- Matt.  xx.  a. 
nouncing  all  other  mafiers,  but  refigning  up  all  pretence 
to  liberty^  or  power  over  ourfelves  ;  becoming  abfolutely 
fabjeA  to  his  will  and  command :  this  we  did  at  our  bap- 
tifin  in  moft  exprefs  and  folemn  manner:  and  in  every 
religious  performance  we  confirm  our  obligation ;  by  ac- 
knowledging his  right  over  us,  and  our  duty  toward  him; 
by  imploring  his  princely  protection,  and  fuccour,  and 
mercy  upon  us;  and  by  promifing  our  humble  refpeft 
and  obedience  toward  him.  Upon  fo  many  grounds  is 
Je&s  Chrift  the  Son  of  God  our  Lord.  The  general  in« 
ftnence  of  which  dodrine  upon  our  pra&ice  is  very  ob- 
vious and  palpable. 

I.  If  we  do  truly  believe  Chrift  our  Lord,  we  muft 
conceive  ourfelves  obliged  to  obferve  and  fubmit  to  his 
will ;  to  attend  unto  and  obey  his  law ;  IVhy  call  you  me,  LukeTi.46. 
Lord,  Lordy  and  do  not  the  things  which  I  fay  f   It  is  a 
vain  and  abfurd  profeffion  (an  irrational  and  illufive  pre- 
tence) we  make,  when  we  confefs  and  invoke  him  as  our 
Lordy  and  difavow  his  authority  in  our  prance.     JVb^Mut.vii. 
every  one  thai  faith,  Lord,  Lord,Jhall  enter  into  the  king^^^* 
dam  of  heaven;  ((hall  obtain  the  reward  affigned  to  a 
fitithfial  fervant ;  but  he  that  really  performs  the  duty  of 
one;  that  does  the  will  of  God.)     Do  ye  not  know,  faith Ro(n«vi*i<^ 
St.  Paul,  that  to  whom  you  yield  y  ourfelves  fervants  to  obey, 
kis  fervants  ye  are  whom  ye  obey  P  We  forfeit  all  pretence 
to  tbe  very  name  (as  well  as  to  the  rewards  and  privi- 
ties) of  Chrift's  fervants,  if  we  difobey  his  commands ; 
being  really  fervants  to  the  lufts  which  fway  us ;  to  the 
devil,  wbofe  fuggeftions  and  pleafure  we  comply  with. 
We  do  but  ufurp  tbe  name  of  Chriftians,  if  our  pra&ice 
be  not  conformable  to  the  laws  of  Chrift. 

a*  If  Chrift  be  our  Lord,  then  are  we  not  our  own 
lordsj  not  our  own  men;  and  therefore  muft  not  think 
to  have  our  own  will  and  do  our  own  bufinefs;  pleafe 
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our  oVn  appetites^  or  gratify  our  defires ;  except  in  (iib^ 

I  Cor.  vi.    ordination  and  reference  to  his  fervice ;    We  are  not  mtr 

^  *^*       oum,  fdth  St.  Paul;  for  we  are  bought  with  a  price:  (wc 

are  by  nature^  by  manifold  acquiiition,  by  free  choice  and 

9Cor.T.i5.compa&^is  :)  For  this  end  Chrift  diedy  (and  performed  all 
for  U8^)  that  they  which  livcy  may  not  henceforth  live  to 
ihemfelvesj  but  to  him  that  died  and  rofe  again  for  them : 

fiom.ixw,%.  Whether  we  live,  or  whether  we  die,  (whatever  aAions  we 
undertake,  relating  either  to  life  or  death,)  we  are  the 
hordes,  and  (hould  direct  all  to  his  glory,  his  profit^  hii 
iervice. 

Vid.  John       3.  If  Chrifl  be  our  Lord,  (abfolutely  our  Lord^)  then 

'"''  ^^'  can  we  have  no  other  lords ;  none  in  oppofition  to^  none 
in  competition  with  him ;  none  but  in  fubferviency  and 

Mitt*Ti.9i.<refpe£k  to  him  :  No  man,  our  Saviour  tells  us,  can.ferve 
two  lords  (with  collateral  and  equal  obfervance.)  Serving 
riches,  or  honours,  or  pleafures,  is  inconfiftent  with  our 
duty  to  Chrift ;  He  that  doth  not  forfake  all  that  he  hath, 
•  cannot  be  his  difciple,  orfervant,  (Luke  xiv.  33.)  Nor  can 
we  therefore  pleafe  and  himiour  men ;  obeying  any  com- 
mand, or  complying  with  any  defire,  or  following  any 

Gal.  i.  10.  cuftom  of  theirs,  contrary  to  Chrift's  will  and  precept.  If 
I  did  yet  pleafe  (or  foothe)  men,  faith  St.  Paul,  I  were  not 

1  Cor.Yii.  the  fervant  of  Chrift  :  Ye  are  bought  with  a  price;  be  not 
(or  you  are  not)  the  fervants  of  men ;  that  is,  do  not 
(or  ye  ought  not  to)  perform  fervice  with  ultimate  rela- 
tion to  men,  but  out  of  confcience  to  Chrift,  as  his  fer- 
vants. We  may,  we  are  bound  to  obey  men  humbly,  and 
willingly,  and  diligently,  and  faithfully,  in  our  ftations,  and 
according  to  our  conditions,  as  fubje£ts  or  fervants ;  but 
this  in  fubordination  to  our  fupreme  and  principal  Lord ; 

Eph.  vi.  5,  Servants,  faith  St.  Paul,  obey  your  meters  according  to  the 
Jlejh,  with  fear  and  trembling,  (that  is,  humbly  and  re- 

Vid.  1  Pet.  fpeftfully,)  infnglenefs  of  heart,  as  to  Ckriji;  not  in  eyr- 

II.  16.  fervice,  as  menpleafers  ;  but  as  the  fervants  of  Chri/ly  doing 
t/ie  tvill  of  God  from  the  foul;  ferving  with  good^wUl,  a$ 

Col.  iii.  33,  to  the  Lord,  and  not  to  men :   Yea,  whatfoever,  faith  the 

^^'  fame  wife  inftru^r,  ye  do,  do  it  heartily,  as  to  the  Lord, 

and  not  to  men;  knowing  that  of  the  Lord  ye^ftiaU  receive 
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back  the  reeompenfe  of  inheritance :  for  ye  ferve  the  Lord 
CkrifU 

4*  It  is,  we  fee,  (which  may  be  another  ufe  of  this 
point,)  not  only  an  engagement,  but  an  encouragement 
to  the  performance  of  all  duty,  particularly  to  thofe  hard 
duties  of  cheerful  obedience  and  fubmiffion  to  men,  (who 
are  fometimes,  as  St.  Peter  intimates  to  us,  o-xoWi.  fome- 1  P^t.  ii.  is. 
what  untoward  and  harfh  in  their  dealings  with  their  fer-*  Vid.  61. 
vants,)  that  therein  do  we  ferve  a  moft  equal  and  gentle 
Mafler,  who  will  gracioufly  accept  our  fervice,  and  abun- 
dantly requite  it ;  a  Lord,  that  will  not  fuffer  his  fervants 
to  want  any  needful  fuftenance,  any  fit  encouragement, 
any  juft  proteAion  or  afliftance ;  who  will  not  only  faith* 
folly  pay  them  their  promifed  allowance,  but  raife  them 
to  the  higheft  preferment  imaginable.  It  is  a  great  comfort 
alfo  for  a  Chriftian  (how  mean  foever  he  be  in  this  world) 
to  confider  this  relation  of  his ;  how  great,  how  good  a 
Mafler  he  doth  ferve ;  that  the  greateft  princes,  that  the 
highefl  angels,  are  his  fellow-fervants  ;  yet  that  his  gra- 
eious  Lord  will  not  defpife  or  neglect  him.     St.  Paul  alfo 
makes  ufe  of  this  confideration  to  prefs  upon  fuperiors  Rom.xiT.4. 
their  duties  toward  their  inferiors ;  their  duties  of  equity, 
meeknefs,    kindnefs,    mercy,    pity,  and   all  humanity; 
MqflerSf  faith  he,  yield  unto  your  fervants  that  which  iiCol.  iY.i. 
jufl  and  equal,  knowing  that  you  alfo  have  a  Mqfter  in  hea- 
ven :   And,  ye  mqflers,  do  the  fame  things  to  them,  (to  Eph.  tI.  9* 
your  {cry3,nts,)  forbearing  threatening :  knowing  that  your^^^^^' 
Mafler  alfo  is  in  heaven ;  and  there  is  no  re/peSi  of  perfons 
with  him:  Thou  hafl  not  defpifed  the  lowlinefs  of  thy  hand-  Lukei.  48. 
maid.    And  we  fee  how  our  JSaviour,  as  he  doth  com- 
mend   and  blefs   thofe  faithful  and  wife  fervants,  who  Matt.  zxi^. 
being  appointed  over  his  houfehold,  (placed  in  any  fupe-  **' 
rior  rank  and  office,)    do  behave  themfelves  juftly  and 
kindly    to    their    fellowfervants,   difpenfing   them   their 
food  in  due  feaf^;  fo  thofe  which  beat  and  abufe  their  Matt.  xviU. 
fellowfervants;  that  are  rigorous  and  unmerciful  in  their ^**    ^' 
exaAions  of  debt,  or  other  dealing  toward  their  fellow- 
fervants, he  denounces  fevere  puniflmient  and  vengeance 

vpon. 
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The  farther  confideradon  of  this  point  our  Sa^kmr  im- 
proves as  an  engagement  to  imitate  him ;  efpecially  m 
charity,  in  humility,  in  patience :  it  is  proper  for  a  fervtnt 
to  follow,  to  attend  upon  in  all  places  and  performances, 
to  compofe  himfelf  to  the  example,  to  conform  to  the 
garb  and  condition  of  his  mailer.    Were  it  not  abiurd, 
that  the  fervant  fhould  be  more  fiately,  or  more  delicate 
than  his  mafter ;  that  he  (hould  defpife  thofe  whom  his 
mailer  vouchfafes  to  regard ;  that  he  (hould  refiife  to  un- 
dertake thofe  employments,  ihould  difdain  to  luideigo 
thofe  hardftiips,  his  mailer  doth  condefcend  to  ?  To  ioch 
John  ziif.    purpofe  Our  Saviour  difcourfes ;   Ye  call  me  Mafter  tad 
i8#  14,  ".  i^^i  .  and  xje  fay  well ;  for  fo  I  am.    If  I  then,  your 
Lord  and  Mafter j  have  wafhed  your  feet ;  ye  alfo  ought  to 
wqfh  one  another* s  feet.    For  I  have  given  you  an  exampk, 
that  ye  fhould  do  as  I  have  done  to  you.    And  having  di- 
reded  his  difciples  to  the  patient  endurii^  of  reproaches, 
affronts,  and  injuries  put  upon  them,  he  enforces  his  pre- 
M8tt.z.34,cept  by  fubjoining,  The  difciple  is  not  above  his  mafter, 
likcvi.40.*'^  /Ae^ervan^  is  not  above  his  Lord.     It  is  enough  for  the 
Jobnxv.so.  difciple  to  be  as  his  mafter ,  and  the  fervant  as  his  Lord. 
(He  ought  in  reafon  to  be  very  well  content,  if  he  find 
fuch  ufage  as  his  Lord  hath  willingly  and  patiently  un- 
dergone.) 

Full  of  many  fuch  practical  ufes  is  this  excellent  doc- 
trine ;  the  which  I  leave  to  be  deduced  by  your  private 
meditation. 

Ctium'btti  b{i  tijz  !^olp  Cj^off,  bom  of  t0e  asi^ciit 

THE  proper  name,  fpecial  title,  principal  relations  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  only  Son  of  God,  our  Lord,  (the  peculiar 
grand  objed  of  Our  Chriilian  faith,  wherein  was  included 
or  implied  what  did  efpecially  refpeA  ml  divinity,  fo  fiur 
as  it  is  revealed  unto  or  may  be  comprehended  by  us,) 
being  hitherto  exprefled,  and  in  fome  manner  explained 
and  applied  by  us,  we  proceed- to  that  which  follows; 
thofe  illuilrious  accidents,  or  paiTages  and  circumilances^ 
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ctitBj  agreeii^  to  his  fatimanity^  (what  he  undertook 
and  imderwem^  peifbrmed  and  eiyoyed,  in  our  nature  and 
in  our  behalf,)  being  here  orderly  fet  down ;  partly  for 
ihe  full  and  dear  defcription  or  determination  of  bb  per- 
fbn;  partly  upon  defign  to  in&iuate  thofe  principal  doc- 
trines^ (depending  upon  or  involved  in  thofe  peflages,) 
wherein  the  myftery  of  our  religion  doth  confift;  which 
we  are  chiefly  obliged  to  believe,  and  which  have  great 
iHfluence  upon  our  pra£tioe.  In  the  firft  place  (at  good 
Mder  did  pequire)  is  delivered  the  manner  of  hit  nati* 
vity^  (that  is^  of  his  incarnation,  or  afluming  hiunan  nar 
ture,)  which  in  the  ancient  creeds  (as  we  fee  in  the  texts 
of  ancient  expofiiors)  was  exprefled  mooe  fimply  thus; 
Qm  natus  eft  de  Spiritu  San&o  ex  Maria  f^irgine ;  who 
was  bom  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  The 
akeration  feems  to  have  been  made  more  diftin£tly  to  ex- 
psefis  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  the  generation 
of  our  Saviour,  and  what  the  blefled  Viigin  his  mother 
did  confer  thereto.  We  know  in  ordinary  procreation 
die  influence  of  the  father  doth  not  extend  beyond  the 
quickening  of  the  mother's  womb,  whatever  that  influ- 
ence be  ;  (for  it  is  a  deep  and  infcrutable  myilery  of  na- 
ture, (exceeding  peihaps  the  reach  of  all  human  phik>- 
fofby,)  whether  it  contain  an  imparting  of  fermewhat  noa- 
terial,  or  be  only  the  inferting  an  a£)ive  vital  principle;) 
Uie  eS6&.  of  which  influence  is  called  conception;  the 
wonl  i^reeing  in  fome  propriety  both  to  the  mother, 
which  is  faid  to  conceive,  and  to  the  child,  which  is  con- 
ceived :  the  fe.rther  perfe&ing  the  work  of  generation  (by 
forming  'the foetus  from  its  irutial  rudiments  into  a  dne  in- 
tegrity and  fit  difpofition  -of  parts,  nourifliing,  inoreafing, 
and  excluding  thereof)  no  farther  immediately  depending 
upon  the  father,  but  being  carried  on  by  the  concurrence 
of  what  was  firft  imparted  by  him,  and  what  is  thence- 
forth communicated  by  the  mother.  In  regaxd  to  which 
performances,  the  mother  b  faid  r/xrtiv;  that  is,  both 
gignere  and  parere;  to  conceive,  leafy  and  to  bring  forth: 
(for  rixTciv  dolh  import  as  much  as  ytwavy  all  that  a  parent 
(3oth  iiotfStt  to  generation ;  whence  both  parents  aie  called 
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tox8k;  and  rinvov,  a  child,  is  ufed  indifferently  as  relat« 

ing  to  both.)     Now  to  exprefs  that  influence  or  efficacy 

the  divine  Spirit  had  in  the  generation  of  our  Saviour  as 

man,  by  which  God  hinifelf  did  in  a  manner  fupply  the 

0  place  of  a  father,  it  was  fet  down,  conceived  by  the  Holy 

Ghoft;  and  when  it  is  faid,  horn  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  what 

the  Wefled  Virgin,  as  mother,  did  confer  thereto,  is  to  be 

imderftood :  and  the  occaiion  perhaps  of  thus  expreffing 

the  thing  was  that  faying  of  the  angel  to  the  Virgin,  (in 

Lukeudi.  the  id  of  St.  Luke,)  Behold,  thou  Jhalt  conceive  in  thy 

Matt.  i.  20.  womb,  and  bring  forth  ((ruXX^\Jnj  cv  yaorp),  xai  refp)  a  fon, 

b  towSated  ^^^  J^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  name  Jefus.  But  whatever  was  the 
eonenvtd*  fcafon  or  occafion  of  this  expreffion,  it  is  evident  that  the 
propoiition  and  aflertion  of  tliefe  truths  was  intended: 
I.  That  our  Saviour  was  conceived  and  born;  %.  That 
his  conception  was  effected  without  any  influence  of  man, 
only  by  the  power  of  God  and  operation  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft;  '3v  That  the  blefled  Virgin  Mary  did,  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  conceive,  and  bear,  and  bring  him  forth.  Let 
us  reflect  and  obferve  fomewhat  upon  each  of  thefe  pror 
pofltions* 

I.  Our  Saviour  was  conceived  and  bom  :  he,  (the  Per-? 

fon  before  mentioned,)   Jefus   Chrift,  the  only   Son  of 

God,  our  Lord ;    the  fame  who  was  in  the  beginning, 

and  did  from  all  eternity  exift  with  God,  the  eternal  Son 

of  God,  by  whom  all  things  were  made,  was  in  the  ful- 

nefs  of  time  conceived  and  born ;  that  is,  had  a  produc* 

tion  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  man,  and  became  thereby 

truly  and  entirely  man;  which  wonderful  myftery  is  in 

John  i.  14.  Scripture  varioufly  exprefled  or  implied  by,  the  Word^s 

leT"'"*  being  made,  or  becoming,  flejh;  God  being  manifefted  in 

Vh\\.\l799'  the  flejh  ;  taking  the  form  of  a  fervant,  being  made  in  the 

14.  *   '    '  likenefs  of  men,  and  being  found  in  fajhion  as  man  ;  af 

]lom.viTi.3.yi^;;^;;igr  thc  fscd  of  Abraham;  partaking  offlejh  and  blood; 

13,  si.vi.  defcending  from  heaven;   God  fending  his  Son  into  the 

^^'  ^I'ixi*  ^'^^^>  ^^  likenefs  of finful  flejh,  coming  in  theflejh.    The 

17-  X-  d6.    refult  of  what  is  fignified  by  thefe  and  the  like  expreflSons 

Wobn^iv.  being  this;    that  he  which  before  from  all  eternity  did 

9.  iv.  2,3.  f^bfift  in  the  form  or  nature  of  God,  being  the  Sop  of 
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God^  did  by  a  temporal  generation  truly  become  man; 
ailuming  human  nature  into  the  unity  of  his  Perfon,  by  a 
conjun£^ion  and  union  thereof  with  the  divine  nature  in- 
comprehenfible  and  ineffable:  he  truly  became  man,  I 
fay,  like  unto  us  in  all  things j Jin  only  excepted;  coniiftingHeb.  ii.  17. 
of  body  and  foul,  endued  with  all  faculties,  and  fubjeft*^'  *** 
to  all  paffions,  infirmities,  neceflities  confequent  upon  or 
incident  to  our  nature.     He  did  not  only  feem  in  fhape 
and  outward  appearance,  (as  a  fpe£tre,  deluding  men's 
fight  and  fancy,)  but  was  in  perfe^  truth  a  man ;  having  Mitt. zztU. 
a  real  body ;  circumfcribed  and  figured  like  ours,  com-  ^' 
pa&ed  of  fle(h  and  blood ;  that  might  be  feen  and  felt ; 
that  was  nourifhed  and  grew ;  that  needed  and  received 
fuftenance;  that  was  frail  and  tender;  paflible  and  fen- 
fible ;    was  bruifed  with   blows ;    torn   with  fcourges  ;  Luke  xiU. 
pricked  with  thorns ;  pierced  with  nails ;  transfixed  with  ^^^  ^^^^^ 
an  injurious  fpear.     He  had  a  foul  too,  endued  with  fuit-  67.  zxtu. 
able  faculties ;  an  underfianding  capable  of  improvement;  johnxiz.i. 
(for  he  grew  in  wifdom,  in  ftature ;)  a  will  fubje£i  and 
fubmifilive ;  he  was  ignorant  (as  man)  of  fomething  he 
might  know ;  to  the  divine  will ;  {Let  this  cup  pafs  from  Luke  xxii. 
me,  if  it  be  thy  will:  but,  however ,  not  my  will,  but  thine  j^l^^y^QQ^ 
be  done :  and,  IJeek  not  my  own  will,  but  the  will  of  the 
Father,  which  hath  fent  me.)     Appetites  of  meat^  drink, 
ileep,  and  reft :  feveral  paflions  and  affe^iions,  ^atoi  xot)  Mark  iii.  5. 
a&ft^XijTa  9rad)),  natural,  irreprehenfible  paflions ;  and  thofe 
of  the  moft  troublefome  and  aflHidive  fort,  anger,  grief, 
and  pity ;  and  thefe  fometimes  exprefled  by  moft  pathe- 
tical  fignifications,  in  groans  and  tears.     Upon  occafion  of 
his  friend  Lazarus' s  death,  it  is  faid,  *  He  groaned  in  fpi^ '  'h  ^»x:^ 
ritj  and  was  troubled,  and  wept :  and  ye  know  what  hea-  ^l^^  ' 
vinefs,    agonies,    excefles    of   forrow,   difturbances,  and-'^*^'^*"* 
amazements,  (they  are  terms  ufed  by  the  Evangelifts,)  he  Luke  xxii! 
underwent  before  his  paflion :  fo  that,  as  the  Apoftle  to  *J^^^ 
the  Hebrews  fpeaketh,  We  have  not  an  high-prie/l  that  Q7,Q8. 
could  notfo  ^  compajffionate  (or  fympathize  with)  our  infir-  33"  "^' 
mities,  but  who  was  in  all  points  tempted  (or  proved  and'*'«v«^«^- 
^xercifed)  a5  we  are;  (yet  without  fin.)  Lui^e  xxii. 

Thus  did  the  Son  of  God  (coetemal  and  cocftbntial  to^®' 
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his  Father)  become' the  Son  of  man,  (tndy  and  entirely  of 
the  nature  and  fubftance  of  man ;)  deficient  in  no  cAfential 
part ;  devoid  of  no  human  property ;  ex^npt  from  ao  im* 
perfe^on  or  inconvenience  confequent  upon  oar  nature^ 
(except  only  fi^.) 

If  you  demand  the  manner  how  and  the  reafim  why 
God  thus  became  man ;  as  to  the  firft  (the  manner)  we 
muft  anfwer,  that  we  can  hardly  otherwife  than  by  n^a* 
tion  determine,  not  otherwife  than  by  comparifon  explan 
Ci^{«ftiiodi  it :  no  words  perhaps  we  ule,  to  fignify  our 
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communi-  about  thefe  lower  things,  can  perfeftly  and  adequately 

ciuio,  qua  ^t  to  a  myftery  fo  far  different  from  common  objeds  of 

mana  com-  our  knowledge,  fo  far  tranfcending  our  capacity ;  yet  we 

municatur  jjj^ft  affirm,  that  whatever  manner  of  conceiving  or  ex- 

«ft  hditimit  prefling  it  doth  derogate  from  the  divine  perib^ons,  or 

jg^j*'     is  repugnant  to  the  nature  of  things,  difagrees  from  the 

tenor  of  divine  truths,  (connected  unto  or  depending  upon 

this  myilery,)  or  oontradi£ts  (dire^ly  or  oUiqudy,  im« 

mediately  or  by  plain  confequence)  the  language  and 

do£bine  of  the  Scriptures,  is  to  be  remedied  by  ub:  w« 

may  therefore  fay  with  the  Council  of  Cbaloedon,  that  in 

iMs  incarnation  of  our  Lord  the  divine  and  human  na^ 

txxre  were  in  his  Perfon  united,  ^vy^uro^  arpdwrns,  otiicw 

*A<cnrfxJorto^,  without  commixtion  or  confnfion,  (for 
that  would  induce  a  third  nature  different  from  both,) 
fuch  as  refxdts  from  the  compofition  or  contemperation  <rf 
the  elements  into  a  mixed  body ;  fo  that  he  fhould  be 
neither  God  nor  man  :  but  I  know  not  what  other  kind 
of  being,  without  any  ground  or  authority  to  be  fnppofedi 
that  would  deftroy,  diminifh,  or  alter  the  properties  be- 
longing  to  each;  neither  can  we  conceive  the  divine  na^ 
txtt^  capable  of  any  fuch  cBminution  or  alteration. 

•Argmrwj,  without  converfion,  or  tranfnmtation  of  one 
nature  into  the  other :  not  of  the  divinity  into  humanity : 
for  how  could  God,  as  God,  be  changed  or  made,  be- 
<^ome  infirm  and  paffible,  conlift  of  body  and  foul,  fuffer 
and  die  ?  Not  of  the  humanity  into  divinity :  for  how 
could  that,  before  it  <fid  exift  at  all,  be  turned  into  anodier 


An  Exfnfitiim  on  ike  OreeiL  ^6$ 

tog  }  why  tboaU  our  Savioar  be  called  man,  when  h» 
imamty  was  tranfmuted  mto  the  divinity?  why  b  it 
idy  ike  Wwd  was  made  flejh^  if  the  fleih  was  changed 
to  the  Wofd?  To  omit  how  unimaginable  it  is,  that  one 
bAance  ihould  be  turned  into  another,  efpecially  that  a 
ite  fubfiance  (hould  be  turned  into  an  infinite  one ;  alio 
omit  many  dangerous  confequenoes  of  this  opinion^ 
id  its  inconfiftency  with  many  great  and  plain  dofkrines 
'  our  religion. 

'▲Smu^co^,  undividedly :  fo  that  the  two  natures  have 
It  diflind  fubfifiences,  nor  do  conflitute  two  perfbns; 
r  there  is  but  one  Chrift,  one  Perfon,  to  whom,  being 
od  and  man,  are  truly  and  properly  attributed. 
'A;^0optaTfl0;,  infeparably ;  the  natures  being  never  fi^mr 
ted ;  the  union  never  diflblved ;  the  fame  Perfon  never 
afing  to  be  both  God  and  man ;  no,  not  when,  as  man,  John  ii.  is* 
)  fuffered  and  died :  for  he  raifed  himfelf  from  the  dead ; 
\  reared  the  temple  of  his  own  body,  being  £dlen }  as 
oitinuing  God,  he  was  able  to  raife  himfelf  as  man :  as 
nng  man,  he  was  capable  of  being  raifed  by  himfelf  as 
od;  the  union  between  God  and  man  perfifiing,  when  the 
lion  between  the  human  body  and  foul  were  diflblved. 
I  might  add  farther,  exclufively;  that  this  union  of  the 
^o  natures  was  not  made  xoera^  mm^ivrartv  (by  affiftanoe 
*  clofe  pref<»ice)  only ;  nor  xirr'  Winyo'iy,  (by  way  of  in- 
ilntation ;)  nor  xetroi  ^0^y,  (by  relation;)  xmr  iflmvj  (by 
gnity  or  efteem;)  Kard  ravroSovKlav^  or  x«^*  «pjMyiay,  (by 
inlent,  or  conformity  of  will  and  counfel;)  as  Nefiorius 
id  fuch  ancient  heterodox  dogmatifls,  in  oppofition  to 
le  Catholic  expofitions  of  this  myftery,  did  conceit :  but 
is  icarce  worth  mentioning  thofe  antiquated  opinions:  I 
imiot  longer  dwell  here  :  I  fhall  only  fubjoin,  (omitting 
hers  more  wide  and  improper;  as  thofe  of  Bellannine,  Vid.  Sal- 
le  union  of  a  man's  arm  to  his  body ;  the  indfion  of  a^ud  Ge- 
nigb  into  a  tree,  and  fuch  like,)  that  nature  doth  afibrd'^-  >|^ 
I  one  comparifon  fit  to  explain  or  iUuftrate  the  manner  p.  441. 
t  this  myfterious  union ;  which  is  the  imion  of  man's 
«!  and  body,  by  which  he  becomes  one  perfon.    The 
«l  and  body  are  two  fubftanoes,  very  diiiin'ent  in  kind^ 
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properties,  and  dignity,  (the  one  material,  extended,  divi- 
fible,  corruptible,  paffive,  lifelefs,  and  fenfelefs ;  the  othei 
immaterial,  indivifible,  incorruptible,  felf-moving,  endued 
with  life,  knowledge,  paffion,)  capable  alfo  both  of  fepar 
rate  exiftence  and  fubfiftence  by  themfelves ;  yet  are  thefc 
(though  in  a  manner  difficult  for  us  to  ima^ne  or  com- 
prehend) united  together,  and  concur  to  the  conftitution 
of  a  man,  (and  that  fo  as  to  remain  dill  in  fubftance  di* 
ftinft,  retaining  each  its  natural  properties,  without  any 
confufion,  or  converiion  of  one  into  the  other;  fo  alfo  that 
a  man  is  truly  from  them  denominated  both  corporeal 
and  fpiritual,  mortal  and  immortal:)  in  like  manner 
(though  more  admirably  and  incomprehenfibly)  are  the 
divine  and  human  nature  united  in  the  Son  of  God :  for, 
(as  we  read  in  Athanafius's  Creed,)  as  the  reafonable  foul 
and  ilefh  is  one  man,  fo  God  and  man  is  one  Chrift. 

So  much  for  the  manner  how :  as  for  the  reaibn  why 
the  Son  of  God  did  thus  condefcend  to  aiTume  our  nature, 
if.  we  inquire  the  impuKive  caufe  that  moved  him  thereto, 
it  was  only  God's  infinite  goodnefs,  mercy,  and  pity  towards 
John  in.  16.  us;  {So  God  loved  the  world,  that  he  thus  fent  his  only 
Tiua.*  4.^  iego//en  Son :)  it  was  the  XP^^'^^^  *"d  f  iXavdf awrio,  the 
beneficence  and  philanthropy,  (if  I  mayfofpeak,)  of  God, 
that  induced  him  by  fuch  a  debafement,  as  it  were,  and 
an  exinanition  of  himfelf,  to  fave  us.  If  we  defire  to  con- 
template the  wifdom  of  God  in  this  admirable  proceed- 
ing, and  to  know  why  God,  among  other  means  and 
methods,  (alike  perhaps,  for  all  we  can  know,  poffible  to 
him,)  did  choofe  by  this  to  procure  our  redemption  and 
falvation;  I  anfwer,  (though  it  becomes  us  rather  to 
adore  the  depth  of  his  counfels,  than  to  fearch  or  hope  to 
found  it,  yet,)  fome  congruities  of  this  method  to  the 
wifdom  of  God,  and  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  are  intimated 
to  us,  and  in  fome  manner  are  apparent.  It  became  God, 
as  his  goodnefs  toward  us  was  infinite,  fo  that  the  de- 
monftrations  thereof  to  his  glory  and  our  good  (hould  be 
anfwerably  fo,  which  perhaps  could  not  otherwife  be, 
than  by  fuch  a  condefcenfion;  as  a  prince  could  not  make 
Hxiy  other  fo  great  atteftation  of  his  favour  to  his  vaflal^ 
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than  by  defcending  from  his  throne,  laying  afide  his  ma« 
jefty,  and  putting  himfelf  in  a  like  condition,  converfing 
i^th  him  freely,  fubje£ting  himfelf  to  the  fame  laws  and 
luties,  enduring  the  like  hardfhips  and  inconveniencies 
nrith  him*  It  was  expedient  our  Redeemer  (hould  be  God^ 
that  he  might  be  able  by  his  power  to  fave  us;  to  remove 
liich  great  obfiacles,  to  fubdue  fo  potent  enemies,  (to 
Dommand  and  contravene  nature;  to  vanquifh  hell;  to 
iboliih  death  in  our  behalf,)  that  by  the  neamefs  of  his 
relation,  the  dignity  of  his  Perfon,  and  the  value  of  his 
merit,  he  might  fully  appeafe  God's  wrath,  and  perfectly 
Tatisfy  his  jufiice  for  us :  that  his  do&rine  might  carry 
Mrith  it  the  higheft  certainty  and  ftrongeft  efficacy;  his 
example  might  challenge  greateft  regard  and  imitation; 
his  laws  might  have  fupreme  authority,  and  perfe£t]y 
oblige :  the  redemption  and  falvation  of  man  was  an  ho- 
nour too  high  for  any  creature  to  arife  to ;  a  work  too 
hard  for  any  but  God  himfelf  to  perform  :  it  was  not  fit 
that  any  creature  (hould  intercede  or  intermeddle  in  an 
affiur  of  fuch  importance  and  eminency.  It  was  alfo  re- 
quifite  he  fhould  be  man,  that  he  might  procure  favour 
toward  man,  by  perfe£lly  obeying  God's  commands,  and 
fubmitting  pajtiently  to  God's  will,  as  man;  that  as  man 
had  deeply  offended  and  wronged  God,  fo  man  fhould 
highly  pleafe  and  content  him ;  that,  in>St.  Paul's  language, 
as  by  one  man's  difobedience  many  were  made  Jinners,  ^om.^<\9f 
(condemned  and  expofed  to  death ;  God  being  difpleafed  ^^' 
with  mankind  for  that  man's  tranfgreflion,)  7b  by  the  obe-  • 

dience  of  one  man  many  Jhould  be  made  righteous^  (ab- 
folved  from  guilt,  and  exempted  from  punifhment ;  God 
bdng  well-pleafed  with,  and  reconciled  to  mankind,  in 
regard  to  that  man's  dutiful  obfervance :)  it  was  decent, 
that  as  man  did  approve,  fo  man  fhould  condemn  fin  inRom.vui.3. 
the  ilefh ;  as  man  by  wilful  felf-pleafing  was  brought  to 
mifery,  fo  by  voluntary  fuffering  he  fhould  be  reflored  to 
happinefs;  rr^s.  It  became  him,  faith  the  Apoflle, /or  Heb.ii.  kx 
whom  are  all  things^  and  by  whom  are  all  things^  in  brings 
ing  many  Jons  unto  glory,  to  make  the  captain  of  their 
falvation  perfeSl  through  fuffering :  it  was  alfo  fit^  that  ho 
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who  was  defigoed  to  intercede  for  omr  wdfine^  ami  po* 
pitiate  for  our  faults,  to  focoour  and  relieve  ua  in  our 
Heb.iv.i9.diftre(Ie8,  ihould  be  tender  of  our  good  and  fenfibla  of 
^'  ^'  our  needs ;  ((bould  by  nature  and  experience  be  6i!SpalkA 
evfuwa^th,  to  compaffionate  our  infirmities^  and  ftMffwem^ 
^fttff  to  be  gently  afie6led  towards  us^  in  refpe&  of  our 
ignorances  and  errors;)  Whence^  faith  the  faoEie  <U?me 
Meb.  ii.i7,Apo(Ue,  it  behoved  him  (A^uXmj  he  ought^  acoofding  te 
the  deiign  appointed  and  undertaken  by  him)  to  be  m  all 
things  made  like  unio  his  brethren^  that  he  might  be  a  m/er* 
ciful  and  faithful  high-prie/i  toward  God,  in  things  per* 
taining  to  God,  that  he  might  propitiate  for  thejbis  of  the 
people :  for  in  that  he  hath  himfelffuffered  being  tempied, 
he  is  able  tofuccour  thofe  that  are  tempted.  I  might  add, 
that,  by  appearing  in  human  fhape,  (vifible  and  audible^ 
familiar  and  agreeable  to  us,)  he  was  qualified  for  that 
great  defign  of  declaring  God's  will  and  intention  toward 
us,  in  a  lefs  amazing  and  a  more  obliging  way,  than 
could  otherwife  have  been:  that  thus  with  more  advan* 
tage  he  could  defcribe  an  exa6t  copy  of  righteoufne&  for 
us^o  follow ;  {hewing  us  how  we  (hould  as  men  behave 
ourfelves,  how  moderate  our  appetites,  how  govern  our 
paffions ;  how  ufe  and  order  all  the  powers  of  our  foul 
and  members  of  our  body  :  neither  was  it  poffible  other- 
wife  that  fo  lively  a  pattern  of  tranfcendent  charity, 
meeknefs,  patience,  and  hiunility  could  have  been  ex- 
hibited. 

In  fine,  it  was  moft  congruous,  that  he  who  was  in- 

^jLHuufm'    tended  to  recapitulate  and  reconcile  (otmKi^a\M»aaer^my 

Eo^rrto  ^"^  <xirox«rraXXafa^)  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth ;  (houM 

Col.  i.  90.  be  the  great  mediator  and  peacemaker  between  God  and 

man ;  ihould  repair  God's  honour,  and  dxfpenfe  his  grace; 

purchafe  man's  peace,  and  procure  his  falvation ;  that  he 

(hould  be  the  moft  nearly  related  to  both  parties ;  even, 

if  poffible,  (and  what  is  to  God  impoffible  ?)  be  himielf 

both  God  and  man ;  the  Son  of  God,  and  our  brother ; 

the  fame  in  nature  with  God,  in  kind  with  us. 

The  proper  ufe  and  influence  of  which  great  doc* 
trine  upon  our  fouls  (hould  be,  to  caufe  ut  with  highoft 
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Icgrees  ct  love  and  thankfiikidk  to  adore  the  infinite 

{oodncfa  of  that  God  who  hath  been  pleafed  himfelf  to 

loop  io  low^  that  he  might  raife  us  up  from  the  loweft 

kq>th  of  meaaoefs  and  wretcbednefs  to  the  higheft  pitch 

if  honour  and  happinefs  we  are  capable  of.    What  words 

ian  expfefsy  what  thought  can  reach^  a  farour  fo  inefiable 

nd  inconceivahle  1  Well  might  St.  Paul  call  it  u1rtpS0fA-Eph.Hi.19. 

mwtet  1%  Tvctriw;  ayianfty  love  tranicending  all  knowledge.  X^f^  ^*^ 

iVell  may  heaven  and  earth  be  aftoniihed^  and  hell  tremble 

it  fuch  a  miracle  of  mercy.    The  fovereign  Majefty  of 

leaven,  the  Lord  of  glory,  the  world's  maker^  the  only 

km  of  God,  and  heir  of  all  things,  to  become  a  poor,  1  John  i4» 

mall,  weak,  and  frail  man ;  to  dwell  in  a  tabernacle  of 

lefli}  to  coDverfe  with  vile,  filly,  wretched  mortals  5  to 

le  fubjed  to  want,  reproach,  and  pidn !  *X2  /So^i^ !  O  depth 

rf  love  and  goodnefs  unfearchable  1  If  this  will  not,  what 

Mxnfideration  can  raife  us  ?  what  benefit  afie£t  or  oblige 

as  ?  What  prodigious  ingratitude  will  it  be,  to  be  infenfible 

s>r  negledful  of  fuch  kindnefs ! 

Another  great  ufe  of  this  dodrine  is,  to  engage  us,  as  to 
BmvedU  obedience  and  fubmiffion  to  God's  will,  fo  parti- 
Bularly  to  humility  and  patience  and  charity.    Did  God 
thus  fubmit,  thus  abafe  himielf ;  and  ihall  we  be  refrac- 
tory, fliall  we  exalt  ourfelves,  fhall  we  repine  at  any  dif- 
penlation  or  proceeding  of  God  ?  To  thefe  purpofes  St* 
Fauliq>plies  it;  Let  llie  fame  mind  be  in  youj  which  wasVh\\.ru»g 
m  Chri/l  Jefus:  whOf  being  in  i he  form  of  God,  emptied^* '^*^' 
himfelfy  and  took  vpon  him  the  form  of  afervantj  and  was 
made  in  the  likenefs  of  men :  and  being  found  in  thefq/hion 
of  man f  humbled  himfelf  and  became  obedient  unto  death  j 
aad.  Know  (or  confider)  the  grace  (or  gracioufnefs)  of  owr^  Cor.  Tni. 
Lord  Jefus  Chri/iy  that  for  your  fake  {ewroixw)  he  became^' 
poor  J  (a  beggar,)  being  himfelf  rich,  that  ye  by  his  poverty 
might  become  rich.    It  is  a  confideration  by  which  he  in- 
tttes  them  to  dbarity. 

Thus  and  to  fu/c^  purpofe  are  we  to  believe  our  Sa- 
viour's conception  and  nativity.    Of  which,  fecondly,  it        , 
n  affirmed,  and  v^e  are  to  confider,  that  he  was  conceived 
bf.  the  Holy  Ghqftj^  that  is,  by  the  virtue  and  operation  of 


^6H  An  Expojition  on  the  Creed. 

the  Holy  Ghoft  the  blefled  Vir^  became  impregnated^ 
and  did  conceive  him^  without  intervention  of  any  man  or 
lukeui.93.  father.    Jofeph  was  (co;  evojx/^rro)  in  outward  efteem  and 
Vid.Epifco-  carriage^  but  God  only  was  in  truth,  his  father ;  wUch  is 
fcphUUk^^^^  perfpicuoufly  and  fully  afferted  in  the  Gofpek,  that 
thofe  who  dare  (upon  weak  pretences  of  difcourfe)  to 
contradict  it,  deferve  not  to  be  coniidered  otherwifc  than 
as  perverters  of  the  Scripture,  and  fubverters  of  it»  autho- 
rity and  ufe :  nothing  can  be  cert^nly  known  thence,  if 
this  truth  be  not. 
Luke  i.  9».      The  manner  of  this  operation,  as  by  St.  Luke  exprefled, 
is  by  the  fupervention  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  the  divine 
power's  overfliading  the  blefled  Virgin ;  words  of  fo  ge- 
neral (ignification,  and  fo  little,  as  to  their  full  extent,  in- 
telligible by  us,  that  they  well  ferve  to  bound  our  curi- 
ofity,  and  forbid  farther  inquiry.     Some  indeed  have  been 
fo  bold,  as  to  determine  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  did  bring 
Valentinus  from  heaven  and  inftil  a  body  into  the  Virgin;  that  our 
ofold*'  '^^  Saviour's  flefli  was  made  of  a  divine  feed,  and  of  the  fub- 
Menno,     ftance  of  God ;  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  did  in  his  concq>- 
^  nrctus,    ^.^^  create  and  impart  fomewhat  of  matter.     It  is  enough 
Smalcius,   to  fay,  that  thefe  are  rafti  and  groundlefs  conceits.    The 
Socinu8,his  Fathers  more  foberly  (to  prevent  dangerous  and  unbe- 
followcre.    coming  thoughts  and  fpeeches  in  this  matter)  fay,  that 
iii.  a.         our  Saviour  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Gho/i,  not  trmffM" 
Apoi.  \\!^  TtKa>$y  (feminally,)  but  ^rifjnt/pyixai$y  (operatively,)  ou  $m^  ow- 
Aug.  ix.     tstrlasy  aXXot  5«a  dwafuoo^ ;  not  by  copulation,  but  by  power; 
Tempore^   ^'^^  defubfiantia  Spiriius  San6li,fed  de  potentia  ;  Not  out 
ia.  ifa.      of  the  fubftance,  but  by  the  virtue  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
Farther  than  fo,  Generaiionem  ejus  quis  enarrabit  ?  Who 
can  declare  the  to  irco^,  the  perfect  manner  of  a  genera- 
tion fo  fublime  and  wonderful  ?  The  reafons  of  his  being 
thus  conceived  are  more  obvious  \  Conceived  by  the  Ho^ 
Ghojl. 

In  my  endeavour  to  ftiew  the  reafons  why  our  Saviour 
was  thus  conceived,  I  was  interrupted  the  laft  time:  I 
fliall  therefore,  refuming  a  little  what  was  faid,  proceed. 

I.  It  was  the  moft  fit  way  of  effefting  that  fo  neceftary 
conjimftion  of  the  divine  and  human  nature.    A  work  of 
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fiieh  glofy  and  grandeur,  of  fuch  grace  and  goodnefs,  was 
sot  to  be  achieved  by  any  other  agent  than  him  who  is 
the  fubftantial  virtue  and  love  of  God ;  by  whom  we  fee 
all  extraordinary  and  mod  eminent  works  managed  and 
attributed  to  him.  In  tjie  creation  of  the  world  he  moved 
upon  the  waters,  forming  and  a£biating  the  world;  by 
him  thofe  fignal  works  of  providence,  revelation  of  di- 
vine truth,  prediAion  of  future  events,  performance  of 
miracles,  renovation  of  men's  minds,  and  reformation  of 
their  manners,  are  in  a  particular  manner  aferibed;  and 
to  to  him  this  moft  high  and  glorious  performance  was 
pioper  and  due. 

9.  It  being  neceflary  that  our  Saviour  ihould  be  conle- 
osated  to  his  great  offices,  and  perfe&ly  fanflified  in  his 
perfon ;  and  thofe  performances  being  appropriated  to  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  (the  natural  fpring  and  author  of  all  derived 
fim&ity,)  his  efficacy  therefore  muft  needs  intervene,  if 
Jeremiah,  St.  Paul,  St.  John  Baptift,  (perfons  defigned  to  Jer. !.  5. 
offices  and  employments  in  dignity  and  importance  fo  far  ^ukV ^  ^il 
inferior,)  were  fan£tified,  and  feparated,  and  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft  from  their  mother's  womb ;  in  how  more  ex- 
cellent a  kind  and  degree  was  it  requifite  that  he  fhould 
be  landified,  who  was  fent  to  redeem  and  purify  the  world 
from  all  filth  and  fault  ?  It  was  neceflary  that  his  human 
nature,  which  God  vouchfafed  fo  highly  to  advance,  (to 
affiime  into  fo  near  a  conjun£Hon  and  union  with  himfelf,) 
fliould  be  free  from  all  ftain  and  pollution,  (fuch  as  ad- 
heres to  our  finfiil  fleih  and  corrupt  nature  in  ordinary  Rom.Tiii.  3. 
propagation ;)  that  he  whom  God  fhould  fo  dearly  love, 
and  be  fo  entirely  pleafed  with,  fhould  be  void  of  the  leafl 
inclination  to  iniquity  or  impurity  ;ybf  God,  as  the  PfalmiftP&l.  t.  4. 
tells  us,  is  not  a  God  that  hath  pleafure  in  wickednefs; 
nether  Jkall  evil  dwell  with  him :  He  is  of  purer  eyes  than  Heb.  i.  13. 
(fo  nraeh  as)  to  behold  evil,  and  cannot  look  upon  iniquity , 
much  lefs  would  he  receive  any  defiled  thing  into  fo  near 
an  union,  fo  dear  a  rdpeft  and  complacence  with  himfelf. 
It  was  alfo  neceflary,  that  he  who  was  appointed  to  ap- 
peafe  God's  dii^leafure,  and  reconcile  him  fully  toward 
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U9>  to  i^eem  mankind  from  the  guill  and  power  of  fin; 
to  fatisfy  and  expiate  for  all  our  oiTences,  with  fiill  author 
rity  to  teach,  command,  and  exemplify  all  righteoufiiefs ; 

s  Cor. ¥.31.  fliould  himfelf  know  no  (in ;  Such  a  high-prieft  became  us, 
who  was  holy,  harmlefSf  undefiled,  Jeparate  Jrom  ^fimwrs*^ 

Hcb.  li.  36,  ujho  had  no  needjirfi  to  offer  upfacrifkes  for  his  ownfau. 
The  facrifice  expiatory  of  our  (ins  was  and  ought  to  be 

1  Pet.  i.  19.  a  Lamb  (o^xcofio;  xa)  aaiFiXoi)  without  blemi/h  and  witiumt 
Jpot:  therefore  was  he  fiilly  fanAified,  and  became  ri 

Luke  i.  85.  Syiov,  that  holy  thing,  as  he  is  called  by  the  angel ;  {There- 
fore  that  holy  thing,  which  Jhall  be  bom  of  thee,  Jkall  be 
called  the  Son  of  God  ;)  therefore  from  the  fountain  of  ho- 
Itnefs,  the  Holy  Ghoft,  (whofe  proper  name  doth  import 
holinefs,  whofe  proper  work  it  is  to  ianftify,)  did  he 
derive  a  perfed  fan£tity  and  purity  in  his  facred  concep- 
tion. 
3.  I  might  add,  as  obfervable,  the  analogy  (or  rsfem- 

Gal.  !v.  i9.blance)  that  is  between  the  conception  of  our  Saviour  for 
us,  and  his  formation  in  us ;  his  generation  and  our  r^« 
neration ;  his  becoming  our  brother  in  the  fiefh,  our  be* 
coming  his  brethren  in  the  Spirit ;  both  being  performed 
by  the  fame  agent :  as  Chrift  was  made  true  man,  and 
partaker  of  our  nature,  fo  we  become  true  Chridians,  and 

t  Pet.  i.  4.  {^ilas  fwrtcof  xoivoovol)  partakers  of  the  divine  nature  by  thtf 
operation  of  the  fame  divine  Spirit :  as  he  by  nature,  fo 

John  i.  la.  we  by  grace  are  bom  not  by  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the 

Jlejh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.    Hence  accrues 

a  new  relation,  and  we  become  his  brethren,  not  only  as 

1  Pef.  i.a3.he  was  made  like  us,  but  as  we  become  like  him,  and  are 

iJohniii.9.]jggQ^  of  God  by  the  lame  heavenly  virtue,  by  the  lame 
incorruptible  feed. 

The  proper  ufe  of  this  dodrine  is  to  caufe  us  farther  (till 
to  adore  the  goodnefs  and  wifdom  of  God,  fo  fully,  fo  fitly 
carrying  on  that  infinitely  merciful  and  gracious  work  of 
our  redemption ;  all  the  divine  Perfons  in  a  particular  man- 
ner confpiring,  as  in  the  defign,  fo  in  the  execution  thereof: 
the  Father  fending  his  Son;  the  Son  condefcending  to 
come ;  the  Holy  Gholl  bringing  him  into  the  world :  to 
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which  blefled  Trinity  therefore  rendering  all  praife  and 
thanks^  we  proceed  to  that  which  Is  farther  contained  in 
thefe  words ;  Bom  of  the  Virgin  Mary. 

Bern  of  her.    Being  lorn  doth  not  barely  denote  his 
nativity,  but  includes  his  whole  human  generation,  (with 
the  parts  and  progrefs  thereof;)  implying  all  that  (he,  as 
a  mother,  did  confer  thereto ;  and  comprehending,  i.  His 
conception  of  her  fubftance;  whence  he  is  called  the  fruit  IaAs  i.  41, 
of  her  womb;  rod  (or  branch)  fprouting  from  the  Jlem  of^^  ^j  ^^ 
J^^S  and.  Behold f  faith  the  angel,  ^hxif^  h  yag-pi,  thouLukexl^r. 
Jhalt  conceive  in  thy  womb,    a.  The  nutrition,  augmenta-  ^*'  ^' 
tionj  and  entire  conformation  of  his  body,  alfo  of  her 
Uood  and  fubftance;  whence  her  womb  is  iaid  to  bear 
him,  (Blejfed  is  the  womb  that  bare  thee;)  that  fhe  was 
iyxoof,  (graindated,  or)  great  with  child  of  him ;  and  fu* 
pfdifj  ^^  was  found  ((he  was  obferved  by  apparent  figns)  Matt  i.  is. 
cy  ymi^fi  tx^e^a,  to  be  of  child  with  him.     3.  His  nativity 
itielf;  thus  exprefled  by  the  Evangelift;  The  days  u/ere Lakers, 
accompU/hed  that  Jhe  Jhould  be  delivered;  and  fhe  brought 
forth  her  Jirjibom  Son.     Whatever  therefore  any  mo- 
ther doth  confer  to  the  entire  produSion  of  a  child  is  at- 
tributed plainly  to  the  Virgin ;  whence  fhe  is  truly  and 
prc^perly  (and  is  accordingly  frequently  called  in  the  Gof- 
peb)  the  mother  of  our  Saviour,  the  mother  of  our  Lord;  Luke  i.  43. 
and  hath  been  (may  be  in  fome  propriety  of  fpeech)  ftyled 
Swr^xo^y  Deipara;  Dei  Genetrix  et  Dei  Mater;  the  Bearer 
and  Mother  of  God,  (that  is,  of  him  who  is  God^  though 
not  of  him,  as  God.) 

But  let  us  farther  obferve  what  the  words  afford  to  us 
ooofiderable ;  Bom  of  the  Virgin  Mary :  they  imply  our 
Saviour  bom  of  a  woman,  bom  of  a  virgin,  bom  of  Mary. 
Of  a  ^oman,  that  was  neceflary  or  requifite  to  be;  of  a 
vir^ii,  that  was  convenient,  decent,  and  wonderful;  of 
Mary,  that  determines  the  perfon,  and  involves  many  cir- 
cumftances  of  importance. 

!•'  I  (ay,  bom  of  a  woman,  Ix  o-tf,  (as  it  is  in*  the  bed 
copies  of  St.  Luke,  chap.  i.  35.)  and  ix  yovaixig,  (as  it  is 
in  St.  Paul|  Gal.  iv.  4.)  not  in  a  woman  only,  {iv  aurj.yfv- 
nfihf  Matt.  i.  ao.)  or  through  a  woman^  but  o/*a  woman ; 
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that  185  of  the  matter  and  fubftance  of  a  woman;  fo  as 
thereby  to  bear  the  reladon  of  a  kinfman,  to  become  oon« 

Ads  xvii.  fanguineous  to  all  mankind^  (whom  C5od  did  make  of  em 
blood.)  We  may  eafily  conceive  that  God  could  have 
immediately  created  (as  he  did  our  firft  parents)  a  nature 
in  kind  and  properties  like  to  ours,  and  aflumed  it ;  but 
that  would  not  have  fo  fitly  ferved  his  defign  of  recon- 
ciling bimfelf  to  us  and  redeeming  us;  to  the  eflfefidiig 
that,  not  only  a  refemblance  in  nature,  but  a  cognation 
and  proximity  of  blood  was  requifite,  or  at  leaft  more  con* 
yenient  and  fiutable.  Our  blood  being  tainted,  our  whole 
ftock  degraded  by  the  difloyalty  and  rebellion  of  our  omn* 
mon  anceAors,  it  was  fit  it  fhould  be  purged  and  leftored 
by  the  fatisfiadory  merit  and  fidelity  of  one  who  was  of 
our  race  and  kindred.  We  being  to  be  adopted  and  re- 
ceived into  God's  family,  it  was  fit  it  (hould  be  by  inter- 
vention  of  a  common  relation :  fivh  is  St.  Paul's  difixnirfe; 

GtLlv.4tS.  God  Jeni  forth  his  Son,  born  of -a  woman,  bom  under  tie 
law,  that  he  might  redeem  thofe  that  were  under  the  law ; 
that  by  performing  the  obedience  due  to  the  law,  he  might 
redeem  theje,  who  being  obliged  fo  obey  the  law,  did  ffet 
tranfgrefs  it,  (Tiw  r^  ufo^co-Zoev  ^oXa&ofMv ;  that  we  might  be 
conftituted  fons ;  receive  the  ftate  and  quality  of  fons  to 
God.)  It  was  congruous  that  the  devil,  who  by  the 
weaknefs  of  a  woman  had  feduced  man  fronr  his  daty  to 
God,  (had  overthrown  and  triumphed  over  God's  creap 
ture,)  (hould,  in  juft  revenge,  and  for  reparation  of  God's 
honour,  by  the  ftrength  and  conftancy  of  one  procee^ng 
from  a  woman,  be  himfelf  defeated  and  dd^afed,  accord- 

G€n.  iu.i5.ing  to  the  prophetical  promife.  The  feed  of  the  woman 
Jhall  break  theferpenVs  head :  of  the  woman ;  the  man  is 
not  mentioned;  for  (that  which  is  next  to  be  confidered) 
he  was  bom  of  the  Virgin  Mary.    So  it  was  of  old  pre* 

If.  Tit.  14.  fignified  and  prophefied;  j1  Virgin  ^U  conceive^  and  hear 

L^eUzt.^f^^'  a  Virgin;  alma^  (fo  Aquila  renders  it,)  heinfefeq, 
a  reclufe;  that  perhaps  feldom  had  feen,  had  never  how- 
ever known  a  man. 

2.  Bom  of  a  Virgin.    So  it  was,  and  fo  it  was  fit  it 
(hould  be.    It  was  decent  that  the  tab«made  in  whidi 
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God  himielf  would  dwell  ihould  be  wholly  proper  and 
endofed ;  that  the  temple  of  the  divinity  (hould  be  holy 
and  feparate ;  that  the  foil  whence  holinefs  itfelf  would 
germinate  (hould  be  clear  and  free  from  all  fordid  mix- 
tDf€8 ;  that  none  (hould  touch  the  border  of  thai  mountain  Ezod.  six. 
where  God  would  manifeji  himfelfj  nor  the  luft  of  man"»*^ 
approach  that  place  whence  the  glory  of  God  (hould  fo 
illufirioufly  (hine  forth.  It  was  alfo  more  than  convenient, 
to  excite  admiration,  to  beget  faith,  to  procure  reverence 
in  us,  that  our  Saviour  (hould  be  bom  in  a  manner  fo 
peculiar  and  miraculous;  it  could  not  otherwife  appear 
{dainly  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God.  Who  that  hears  of 
fiich  a  paflage  can  forbear  to  wonder  and  confider  ?  Who 
can  doubt  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  whom  by  fuflltcient 
and  certain  atteftafion  he  learns  to  have  been  conceived 
without  any  concurrence  of  man  ?  Who  can  do  otherwife 
than  adore  him,  that  was  bom  in  a  manner  fo  glorious  and 
ftiperaatural  ?  This,  it  feems,  was  that  new  thing  (fo 
ftrange  and  admirable)  which  in  the  Prophet  Jeremiah 
God  did  forefliew  he  would  create  in  the  earth,  (than 
when  he  would  reftore  Zion,  and  make  a  new  covenant 
with  Ifrael,)  a  woman  Jhall  compajs  a  man;  that  is,  sl^.xko^ 
woman  (in  a  manner  extraordinary,  without  man's  con* 
conrfe)  (hall  conceive  and  contain  a  man;  a  man,  who 
fliall  accompli(h  thofe  great  things  there  prophefied  of  and 
promifed. 

But  farther;  bom  of  Mary;  of  that  particular  perfon 
determined  and  defcribed  in  the  Gofpel ;  her  that  was  ef- 
ponfed  to  and  lived  with  Jofeph  ;  (Jofeph  the  carpenter, 
that  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Bethlehem;  lived  in  Na- 
sareA ;  was  defcended  in  a  dired:  lineage  from  King  Da-  Luke  il.  4. 
▼id,  according  to  both  a  natural  and  legal  defcent,  and  con-  ^^'^^^, 
fequently  from  Abraham;   (he  being  aMb  of  the  fameCiX 
ftock  and  (amily,  as  may  be  colIe£ked  from  fome  circum- 11*4. 
Aancea  intimated  in  the  ftory,  but  more  certainly  deduced 
from  the  prophecies  concerning  our  Saviour's  (lock,  and 
the  aflertions  implying  their  accomp]i(hment;)  Mary,  I 
fity,  a  princefs  by  blood  and  progeny;  and  extraSed  from 
th^  moft  illaflrious  Stem  upon  earth,  not  only  famous 
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among  men,  but  (which  is  infinitely  more)  moft  dear  4o 
God ;  yet  (he  fuch  as  was  very  mean  and  poor  in  cdndi- 
tion;  humble  and  meek  in  fpirit;  reli^ous  and  devout 
toward  God :  fuch  the  pafTages  occurring  in  the  Gofpel 
concerning  her  do  (hew  her;   fuch  that  moft  excellent 
hymn  of  hers  in  St.  Luke  (diftated  by  a  fpirit  raviflied 
with  the  mod  fprightly  devotion  imaginable;    devotion 
full  of  ardent  love,  paflionate  thankfiilnefs,  hearty  joy 
tempered  with  fubmifs  reverence)  do  demonftrate  her  to 
.  have  been.     Of  a  mother  fo  related  and  fo  qualified  was 
our  Saviour  bom.   So  related ;  that  was  neceilary,  for  the 
declaraUon  of  God's  truth  and  fidelity,  performing  thc^ 
ancient  predictions  and  promifes  made  to  the  fathers^  to 
Gen.  xzvL  Abraham,  {that  in  his  feed  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
xviH.''i8.  Jf^^^^  *«  ijkffid;)  to  *  David,  to  whom  God  had  fworo^tf 
xxii.  II.     b  St,  Peter  tells  us,  that  of  the  fruit  of  his  loins,  according  to 
Afti  iii!  35. ^Ae ,y2^,  he  would  raife  up  Chri/lj  tofet  upon  his  throne; 
•  Pf.cxzzii.;^ho  (as  appears  by  many  paflages  in  the  Gofpels)  God's 
|>  Ads  ii.  15.  people  did  exped  and  believe  that  he  fhould  be  the  rod 
xxtf  49*M  ^"'  ^  thejlem  of  Jejjfe,  and  a  Branch  growing  out  of  his 
30.  ii.  5.    roots:  in  whom  the  horn  of  David  ihould  bud;    who 
acziU.9.  xT.^^^'^  ^  raife  the  tabernacle  of  David  that  was  fallen;  and 
8y»  rule  over  the  kingdom  of  Jacob  for  ever.     So  was  th^ 

lf.iL liio.  blefled  Virgin  related,  and  to  fuch  purpofe,  (that  all  God'» 
Rom.  XV.    predidions  and  promifes  concerning  the  circumibmcet  o0 
Rev.  izii.   our  Saviour's  birth  might  be  verified,)  and  fo  qualified  ^ 
c  AmMix.  ^^^^  ^"  outward  condition;  holy  in  difpofition  of  mind^ 
11.  iiomely  in  ftate  of  life;  to  teach  us,  that  God  doth  not  fcr 

l^„j„  J '32 'much  regard  the  outward  pomps;  and  appearances  of  thi^ 
ad*  world,  as  the  inward  frame  and  temper  of  fpirit :  it  i^ 

fome  difparagement  to  thofe  vain  glories,  by  men  fcF 
greatly  admired ;  and  it  may  induce  us  but  moderately  tc^ 
efteem  them,  to  confider,  that  God  did  not  choofe  for  the 
mother  of  his  Son  and  Saviour  of  mankind  any  great 
princefs,  any  honourable  or  wealthy  perfonage;  but  her 
that  was  efpoufed  to  a  mean  artifan,  rich  only  in  grace, 
1  Pet.  iii.  4.  fplendid  in  fpiritual  endowments ;  adorned  with  thai  hid* 
den  man  of  the  heart,  in  the  incorruptibility  of  a  meek  and 
quiet  fpirit y  which  is  in  the  fight  of  God  of  great  prie^» 
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udi  an  one  the  Son  of  God  chofe  to  bear  himfdf^  to 

Bar  duty  unto;  to  confer  that  great  favour,  that  high 

ODOiir  upon;    (an   honour,  among  exterior  ones,   the 

^heO:  that  ever  was  vouchfafed  to  any  perfon,  to  any 

lere  creature :  for  fpiritual  bleffings  our  Saviour  himfelf 

3tfa  prefer  even  above  this  great  privilege;  fVbofoever^Uu.j\uso» 

ith  hojjhall  do  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven 

wjame  is  my  brother ,  andjifterj  and  mother  :  the  fame  is 

I  according  to  a  more  excellent  kind  of  relation.)  By  the 

my  we  may  obferve,  that  although  the  blefled  Vir;^ 

ms  in  that  refpe£t  xfp^apir»ftffyi},  efpecially  favoured  anc^LukeUsi, 

Jejffed  among  women ;   though  all  nations  muft   needs  ^"'  ^^* 

lerefore  efteem  and  call  her  ble/Jid,  though  {he  jufily  ac-  ou^  ri  »*•• 

nowledged  that  God  had  done  ftfyoXiMt,  (mighty  and  mag-  x^I  rw 

ificent  things  for  her,)  yet  in  reality  to  have  Chrift  bom  in^-^v****^ 

or  fouls,  to  partake  of  his  divine  grace  and  prefence  in  ^^i;^ 

or  hearts,  is  a  higher  honour,  a  truer  happinels  than  that;  ^'  '^* 

n  when  the  good  woman,  raviihed  by  our  Saviour's  dif- 

cmrfe,  did  cry  out,  Bleffed  is  the  womb  that  bare  thee:LuktMi.t7» 

lea  rather,  faid  he,  bleffed  are  they  that  hear  the  word  of^^' 

i^dj  and  keep  it. 

We  muft  not  alfo  negled  to  obferve,  that  our  Saviour 
bofe  fo  mean  a  i>arentage,  partly  that  he  might  tafte  and 
ndergo  the  hardfliips  and  inconveniences  incident  to  our 
ature,  (thereby  more  fiilly  meriting  and  fatisfying  for 
s;)  partly  to  give  us  e^^aipple  of  the  moft  difficult  vir*- 
lea  and  duties,  (of  humility,  meeknefs,  and  patience,} 
lewsng  us  how  we  Aould  cheerfully  ^idure  wants, 
ions,  difgraces;  contentedly  want  all  the  pleafure, 
•ealth,  and  fplendour  of  th^  world. 

The  ufe  of  this  point  concerning  our  Saviour's  birth  of 
le  blefled  Virgin  is  not  to  beget  in  us  fond  opinions, 
r'lo  ground  fcandalous  pra£tices  in  refpeft  to  her;  attri- 
ofing  to  her  (I  cannot  by  lefs  than  facrilegioufly  and  pro* 
tnely)  fuch  fwelling,  Vain,  faU^  titles  and  elogies.  Re- 
\na  Ccelij  Solus  Mundi,  Mater  Mifericordiarum,  Domina 
2/2ra,  Sponfa  Dei,  and  the  like ;  afcribing  to  her  the  moft 
iblime  attributes  and  a£Uons  of  God,  providence  and 
over  us,  yea  redemption  kfelf ;  pe||;>rming 

B  b4 
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a&%  of  religious  veneration,  (and  thofe  in  a  very  bS{^ 
manner  and  drain,)  and  all  this  without  any  good  reafimt 
any  plaufible  authority,  or  confiderable  example;  I  fkjp 
irom  fuch  groundlefs  conceits  and  dangerous  prafidces  we 
{hould  beware ;  which,  as  they  derogate  from  God's  ho* 
nour  and  prejudice  his  fervice,  fo  they  do  rather  injm«» 
abufe,  and  difcredit  the  blefled  Virgin,  than  do  any  ri^it 
or  honour  to  her;  whofe  greater  honour  indeed  it  was  to  be 
a  meek  and  humble  fervant,  than  to  be  the  mother  of  her 
Saviour  and  Lord ;  the  greateft  and  trueft  honour  we  caa 
do  her  is  to  imitate  her  grace,  and  to  obey  him  who 
vouchfafed  to  be  her  Ton.  But  I  will  not  proiecute  that 
•matter,  nor  farther  infift  upon  this  point :  fome  praAical 
ufes  thereof  I  have  in  the  precedent  difcourfe  infinuatedf 
the  reft  I  leave  to  your  meditation. 

Next  our  Saviour's  incarnation,  (his  conception  and 
nativity,)  with  the  caufes  and  manner  thereof,  (partly  ez- 
preflTed,  partly  implied,)  doth  fucceed  his  paffion.  It 
might  be  inquired,  why  fomething  concerning  his  life  in- 
terceding is  not  mentioned,  fince  we  lee  the  ApofUes,  ia 
their  preachings  declaratory  concerning  the  principal  mat* 
ters  of  our  faith,  take  efpecial  notice  of  thofe  things; 

ABs  z.  37>  Ye  knowy  faith  St.  Peter,  in  his  catechetical  difcourfe  to 
Cornelius  and  his  friends,  the  thing  that  was  done  through^ 
(nit  all  JudcBQj  beginning  from  Galilee,  after  the  baptifm 
which  John  preached;  Jefus  of  Nazareth;  how  God  anointed 
him  with  the  Holy  Ghoji  and  with  power :  who  went  abtmt 
doing  good,  and  healing  all  that  were  opprejfed  of  the  devil; 
for  God  was  with  him.    And  the  fame  Apoftle  in  bis 

Aai  ii.  a«.  fpeech  to  the  Jews ;  Ye  men  of  Ifrael,  fiuth  he,  hear  theft 
words  ;  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  a  man  approved  of  God  among 
you  by  miracles  and  wonders  and  figns,  which  God  did  by 
him  in  the  midft  of  you,  as  ye  alfo  know :  him,  being  deli' 
vered,  f^c.  Why  therefore  is  not  fome  fuch  mention 
made  here  concerning  the  manner  of  our  Saviour's  life, 
the  quality  of  his  works  and  a6lions  ?  I  anfwer ;  that  it 
did  fuffice  to  defcribe  our  Saviour  (as  the  ohjeSt  of  the 
faith  we  profefs)  by  fuch  chara£ters  as  did  moft  Boto- 
liouily  Aetermine  and  diftinguifh  hi<  perfon;  and  withal 
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did  inyolve  and  sntimiate  the  moft  fignal  myfieries  of  our 
fiaithj  the  moft  important  do&rines  of  our  religion^  the 
main  defigD  of  his  undertaking,  the  fit  method  in  which 
he  proleeuted  it,  and  the  moft  efie&ual  means  by  which 
he  aecompliihed  it :  the  belief  of  which  doth  virtually 
contain  (or  confequentially  infer)  our  belief  of  whatever 
befide  it  is  neceflary  or  expedient  for  us  to  believe  con- 
cerning him.  There  was  nothing  about  our  Saviour's  per- 
km  more  oonfpicuous  and  vifible  than  his  trial,  condem- 
natioii,  and  execution,  in  liie  time,  under  the  prefidency, 
of  Pontius  Pilate ;  nor  was  any  paflage  of  bis  life^  any  per- 
formance of  his  more  conducible  to  the  accomphihmeni 
of  that  defign,  which  God  was  pleafed  he  ibould  under-* 
take :  it  was  therefore  fufBcient  and  fit  to  delcribe  him  by 
this  and  other  fuch  paflages,  (well  attefted,  important,  and 
influential:)  and  if  we  believe  in  him  who  fo  fufiered,  we 
confequently  believe  all  that  he  did  or  faid  ;  all  that  is  in 
the  Gvofpels  (the  moft  certain  and  authentical  teftimonies) 
delivered  concerning  him ;  and  that  he  truly  was  what- 
ever we  fee  there  he  did  pretend  and  teach  himfelf  to 
be ;  (the  true  Meftias,  the  only  Son  of  God,  and  Saviour 
of  the  world.)  By  this  paflage  therefore  (aftuming  his  re- 
furre^on)  the  Apoftles  do  charaSerize  him:  for  inftancej^ 
Be  it  known  to  you  all,  faith  St.  Peter,  that  in  the  nameABs  iv.  10. 
(^  Jefus  Chryi  of  Nazareth,  whom  you  have  crucified,  whofn 
God  bath  raifedfrom  the  dead,  in  that  doth  this  manjland 
before  you  whole :  Neither  to  us  only  is  the  Lambjlain :  Rev.  ziii.  s. 
a  periphrafis  fully  and  clearly  denoting  his  perfon;  but 
the  Jews  themfelves  (though  out  of  hatred  and  in  con- 
tempt) call  him  ordinarily  Tahd,  {Sujpenfus,  him  that  Grot  dc 
was  hanged,)  and  6  ovM-xoAoirKr^f]^,  (you  know,)  in  the^^'*^'^* 
Pagan  fcofier^s  language,  doth  fignify  him.  But  as  to  the 
thing  itfelf. 

THIS  part  of  our  Saviom^'s  humiliation  is  in  the  an- 
cient creeds  exprefled  more  concifely  by  one  word,  crud^ 
JiaCMS:  crucifixus  fub  Pontio  PUato  et  fepultus  ;   crucified 
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under  Pontius  Pilate  and  buried ;  fo  it  goes'  in  the  text  of 
Ruffinus^  and  agreeably  in  other  ancient  expofitors*  But 
this  alteration,  (or  acceffion,)  it  feems,  was  made  (as  for 
the  exprefs  difclaiming  of  fome  heretical  conceits  that 
afterward  fprung  up,  denying  the  real  truth  of  our  Sa- 
viour's death,  fo)  for  the  more  fiill  and  clear  reprefent- 
ation  of  the  thing,  by  implying  the  manner,  and  main 
circumftances,  and  complete  efkSt  thereof;  for  by  fiifier- 
ing  (I  conceive)  was  intended  to  exprefs,  that  what  he 
underwent  was  in  way  of  judical  procefs  and  fenteoce  of 
law,  obt^dning  force  and  efkSt  upon  hkn,  (that  he  was 
profecuted,  adjudge4>  and  puni(hed  as  a  malefaAor:  for 
the  word  «-a(rp^ffiy,  applied  as  in  this  cafe,  did^  I  fuppofe, 
(as  to  fuffer^  doth  now  in  common  ufe  with  us,)  by  an  «$- 
fvjfuio'fAhif  (a  mild  and  modeft  kind  of  fpeech,)  bear  this 
emphaiis,  importing  to  be  puniihed  with  death  in  a  l^al 
courfec)  then  being  crucified  doth  (hew  the  kind  and 
manner  of  that  fufiering,  which  was  moft  painful  and  dif- 
gracef ul ;  and  being  dead,  was  added  to  declare  the  full 
tffeA  and  extreme  complem^it  of  all ;  (he  fo  fufifered, 
was  fo  crucified,  as  thereby  to  lofe  his  life.)  Let  us 
fomewhat  ponder  upon  thefe  particulars  diftinAly,  then 
eonfider  all  tojgether. 

Suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate.   Suffered:  that  is,  (I  fay^ 
in  my  apprehenfion,)  underwent  judgment  and  punifhment 
as  a  malefaftor.  I  deny  not  but  the  word  may  in  fignifica- 
tion  extend  to  all  the  infirmities,  inconveniences,  piuns,  and 
Vid.  Mitt,  forrows  that  our  Saviour  did  undergo,  both  in  the  courfe 
Lake  uk  as.  of  his  minifterial  performances,  and  chiefly  before  his 
death;  but  I  think  thofe  fufierings  of  his  rather  confi« 
derable  upon  other  accounts  (as  confequents  upon  our 
nature  aflumed,  adjunds  to  his  condition,  and  concomi- 
tants of  his  paflion)  than  here  dire£tly  intended ;  for  to 
interpret  hA  ITovr/ou  IliXaroti,  in  Pontius  Pilate's  time,  fo 
as.  to  refped  any  time  before  our  Saviour's  being  accufed 
and  arraigned  before  him,  feems  a  ilretch  and  a  ftrain. 
Suffered^  here,  I  therefore  take  for  punijhed,  in  way  of 
Lake  xzii.  feeming  juftice,  as  a  maleiaftor.   That  he  (hould  thus  fuf- 

Mtfk  X?.   f^h  God  had  determined ;  and  it  was  foretold  by  tbp  Prp« 
•s. 
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phet  limlhfthat  he  JhouU  be  numbered  among  ike  iranf"  lia.  liii.  13. 
greffors:  and  St.  Paul  tells  us,  that  God  made  him  Jin  for  ^caf.^.%\. 
us,  (that  is,  ordered  that  he  fhould  be  dealt  with  as  a  (in* 
ful  or  criminous  perfon,)  who  knew  no  fin,  (was  perfe£tly 
iniiocent,  and  free  from  the  leaft  tendency  to  any  fault :) 
and  we  fee  in  the  hiftory  that  he  was  impeached  of  high  John  t.  it. 
crimes;  as  a  blafphemer  againft  God,  (afluming  to  himfelf  j^^^^,^,^ 
the  title,  power,  and  properties  and  prerogatives  of  God ;)  AI9  as* 
as  a  feditious  and  rebellious  perfon,  (perverting,  or  (Hrring  Luke  zxiii. 
up,  the  nation,  and  hindering  to  give  tribute  to  Caefar,  and  ^     ^. 
pretending  that  he  was  Chrift,  a  King ;)  as  a  deluder  and  68. 
feducer  of  the  people:  in  general,  as  a  xaxoiroioj,  a  crimi-"'®^ '}!:**• 
nal  perfon  and  malefaSor:  and  that  he  was  condemned, 
(though  by  a  fentence  extorted  againft  the  confcience  of 
the  judge,  by  malicious  importunity  of  the  accufers,)  and 
fufiered  in  pretence  as  fuch,  is  clear,  and  confefled  on  all 
hands.    And  that  we  may  the  better  admire  the  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  of  God  in  this  difpenfation,  let  us  meditate 
upon  the  reafons  why  it  was  fo  ordered.    To  which  pur- 
pofe  we  may  confider, 

I.  That  as  our  Saviour  did  choofe  to  live  a  life  of 
greateft  meannefs  and  hardfliip,  fo  for  the  fame  reafons  he 
would  die  a  death  of  all  moft  bitter  and  uncomfortable : 
fuch  is  to  our  nature  the  death  of  a  malefador ;  there  is 
nothing  to  man's  nature  (and  efpecially  to  honeft,  in- 
genuous, and  well-dilpofed  nature,  wherein  natural  mo- 
defty  is  not  extinguifhed  or  decayed)  more  abominable. 
God  hath  put  into  us,  for  good  purpofes,  a  lively  fenfe  of 
all  difgrace ;  and  of  all  difgraces,  that  which  proceeds 
from  imputation  of  odious  crimes  is  moft  difguftfiil  and 
pungent ;  and  being  confcious  of  innocence  doth  increiafe 
the  fmart ;  and  to  perceive  ourfelves  to  die  under  it  (to 
leave  this  world  with  fuch  an  irreparable  ftain  upon  bur 
reputarion  and  memory)  is  ftill  more  grievous:  to  Ian* 
guifh  by  degrees,  and  endure  the  torments  of  a  long  and 
{harp  difeafe,  all  ingenuous  perfons  would  much  rather 
choofe,  than  in  this  manner,  being  efteemed  and  dealt 
with  as  a  villain,  to  find  a  prefent  and  eafy  difpatch  :  we 
lice  ibmewhat  of  thb  refentmenjt  breaking  forth  in  our  Sa* 
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viour^and  bow  man's  nature  difcovered  itlblf  in  that  qnef- 
Lukezzii.  tioii,  Be  ye  come  out  as  againfi  a  thief ^  wUhftuords  and 
Matt. xzvi.-^^^* ^  Yes;  he  loathed  to  be  fo  treated,  yet  diofe  it 
55.  as  he  did  other  the  word  inconveniences  inddent  to  cnac 

nature  and  to  that  low  condition  which  he  put  faimfeif 
JohnT,  18. into;  to  endure  want  and  fare  hardly;  to  be  canteuined, 
▼uu S7!4o, envied,  hated,  fcomed,  and  reproached  in  all  the  courfe  of 
59.  Tii.  ]9»  his  life :  he  bad  not  been  fo  complete  and  extreme  a  fuf- 
ferer,  if  he  had  died  any  other  way.     He  was  ofteDtimei 
in  danger  of  death,  both  from  the  fecret  machinations  and 
open  violences  of  thofe  which  envied  and  hated  him ;  but 
he  indudrioufly  declined  a  death  fo  eafy,  fo  honourable, 
(if  I  may  fo  Iky:  for  it  is  not  fo  great  a  di%race  to  peridi 
hy  private  malice,  or  by  fudden  rag^  as  by  the  folemo 
and  deliberate  proceedix^  of  men  in  public  place,  crecBti 
and  authority:)  he  fhewed  his  difciples,  iky  the  Gofpds, 
that  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  (8r»  dil  mhy)  to  Ibflfer 
Matt.  IX.    many  things,  to  be  rejeihdy  or  reprobated,  (ttir<8tjiyflywi, 
^^*^]^*«^^*4l^vSffyoua-dai,  to  be  vilified  and  made  nothing  of,)  by  the 
hUxkiz.1^.  chief  prie/ls,  and  elders,  and  fcribes}  to  be  comiemned  to 
deathf  and  delivered  to  the  Gentiles,  iiV  rh  iftmee^cuf  /o*  be 
mocked,  and  Jcourged,  and  crucijied.     Thus  would  oar 
Saviour  fuffer,  not   only  in  his  body,  by  bruifes  and 
wounds;   in   his   foul,  by  moft  Utter  forrows;   but  in 
his  name  and  reputation,  by  the  worft  of  ignominies;  un- 
dergoing, as  well  all  the  infiEuny,  as  the  infirmity  that  did 
belong  to  or  could  befall  us  :  thus  by  all  means  ihewing 
his  charity,  and  exercifing  his  compaflion,  and  advancing 
his  merit  for  us. 

a*  Again ;  death  by  public  ju^roent,  as  a  malefaAor, 
did  agree  to  the  nature  of  his  undertaking,  was  congruous 
to  his  defigns  in  dying;  did  aptly  reprefent  what  he  was 
doing,  and  fignify  why  he  did  it.  We  were  guilty;  we 
deferved  condemnation;  extreme  pain  and  (hame  were 
due  to  us  for  our  fins:  he  undertook  to  iatisfy  for  us,  and 
therefore  underwent  the  like  judgment  and  puniihment ; 
was  reputed,  was  called,  was  dealt  with  as  a  malefaftor 
in  our  ftead.  What  we  had  really  done ;  cfiflionoured  and 
ufurped  upon  God;  difordered  and  troubled  the  world; 
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deceived  8nd  fednced  ourfelves  and  others,  (by  our  negli* 
gent  miftakes  end  our  wilful  mifcarriages,  our  evil  prac* 
lioea  and  examples^)  that  was  imputed  to  him;  All  fi«if.iiii.6. 
likejheep  hmve  gone  qflroy;  we  have  turned  every  one  to  hie 
cum  wmf;  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  upon  him  the  iniquitiei 
of  us  aU:  he  not  only  bore  an  equivalent  punifliment,  but 
in  a  manner  an  equal  blame  with  us. 

3.  Add  hereto,  that  fince  it  was  determined  he  (hould 
die  for  us,  and  that  not  in  a  natural  but  a  violent  manner, 
and  that  to  iatiafy  divine  juflice ;  it  was  fit  he  (hould  do  it 
in  that  way  wherein  God's  right  is  mod  nearly  concerned, 
and  his  providence  moft  difcemible;  wherein  it  might 
moft  plainly  appear,  that  God  did  exad  and  take,  Chrift 
did  jTtId  unto  and  undergo  punifhment :  All  judgment  is  Beau  i.  17. 
Ooffsj  (as  Mofes  tells  us,)  performed  by  authority  de«* 
rived  from  him ;  all  magiftrates  are  his  officers ;  by  them 
he  orders  and  governs  the  world:  what  therefore  is  done 
in  a  way  of  formal  judgment  by  perfons  of  authority, 
God  himielf  may  be  iaid  in  an  efpecial  manner  to  do,  (as 
being  done  by  his  commiffion,  in  his  ftead,  in  his  behalf.) 
It  was  therefore  an  ad  of  fubmiilion  to  God's  juftice,  be^- 
Goming  the  perfon  he  fuftained,  (of  our  Surety  and  our  Sa- 
viour,) to  undergo  fuch  a  judgment  and  fuch  a  punifh- 
ment. Seafonably  therefore  did  our  Saviour  anfwer  Pi- 
late, vouching  his  authority,  Thou  had/i  no  power  at  aU  John  six. 
over  (or  againft)  me,  except  it  were  given  thee  from  above :  ^^* 
it  was  in  regard  to  that  fupreme  and  original  authority  of 
Crod,  that  our  Saviour  fubjeded  himfelf  to  thefe  inferior 
and  fubordinate  powers,  as  the  proper  inffaiunents  oi 
God's  juflice.  Had  he  fuffered  in  any  other  way,  (by  any 
private  maKoe  or  paflSon  of  men,)  God's  providence  had 
been  lefs  vtfible,  Chrift's  obedience  not  fo  remarkable; 
and  if  he  mufl  die  by  public  hands,  it  mull  be  as  a  crimi- 
nal, upon  pretence  of  guilt;  there  mufl  be  tefHmonies 
produced,  however  &]fe ;  there  mufl  be  a  fentence  pro- 
nounced, though  partial  and  unjufl:  no  man  is  prole- 
cuted  or  perfeouted  by  authority,  without  feme  colour  of 
defert. 
4«  Farther,  in  no  other  way  perhaps  could  our  Saviour 
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difplay  (with  fuch  advantage)  all  maimer'  <^  Tiitae  and 
goodnefs,  to  the  honour  of  God,  and  our  benefit;  whether 
we  coniider  the  occafions  to  exercife  his  virtue^  or  the 
means  of  (hewing  it.  The  judgment  hall,  with  all  the 
ftreets  that  lead  him  thither,  and  thence  to  execatkxo,  at* 
tended  by  guards  of  foldiers,  and  accompanied  by  cla* 
mours  of  the  people,  were  fo  many  theatres,  wfaereiqxKi 
he  had  opportunity  (convenience  and  leifure)  publicly  to 
ad:  the  parts  of  the  higheft  and  hardeft  virtues;  to  dedaie 
his  courage  and  conilaiicy  in  defence  of  truth  and  main- 
tenance of  a  good  confcience ;  his  meeknefs  and  patience 
in  bearing  the  greateft  affronts  and  reproaches,  injuries 
and  calumnies  the  worfl  imaginable;  his  entire  refignation 
to  God's  will;  his  fubmiffion  and  obedience  to  man's  law 
and  authority;  his  admirable  charity  in  pitying,  in  ex- 
cufing,  in  praying  for,  yea  in  fuffenng  all  this  for  the 
good  of  thofe,  who  in  a  manner  fo  defpiteful,  injurious, 
and  cruel,  did  perfecute  him :  all  thefe  graces  and  virtues, 
by  the  matter  being  thus^ordered,  were,  in  a  degree  moft 
high,  in  a  manner  moft  confpicuous,  demonftrated  to  the 
praife  of  God's  name,  and  the  advancement  of  his  truth; 
for  the  con6rmation  of  our  faith ;  an  inflruftion,  encou- 
ragement, and  inducement  of  good  pra£tice  to  us. 

Neither  muft  we  omit  to  confider  the  farther  emphafis 
that  lies  in  the  word  Juffer^  which  implies  our  Saviour  not 
only  to  have  been  dealt  with  as  a  malefactor,  but  to  have 
really  endured  what  a  man  in  that  cafe  might  or  (hould 
do :  that  he  was  fenfible  and  affe£ted  (according  to  the 
frame  of  human  nature)  with  the  pain,  difgrace,  and 
ihame,  and  all  evils  whatever  did  appear  to  attend  his  paf- 
fion :  as  his  complexion  was  moft  pure  and  delicate,  his 
fpirit  moft  vivid  and  apprehenfive,  accordingly  were  the 
pains  that  he  felt,  both  in  body  and  foul,  moft  fharp  and 
afBi^ve.  Some  men  may  fondly  pretend  to,  or  falfely 
glory  in,  a  ftupid  apathy,  or  a  ftubbom  contempt  of  all 
thofe  evils  to  which  our  nature  is  fubjed :  our  Saviour 
did  not  fo,  but  with  a  quiet  fubmiffion  and  fweet  com* 
pofednefs  of  mind  refented  them;  as  God  intended  we 
fliould  do  when  he  implanted  fenfe  and  paffion  in  our  na- 
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turml  coriAitiidoii^  and  ordered  objeds  to  afied  and  affliA 
Uiem,  for  our  ufe  and  advantage. 

Thus,  and  for  fuch  reafons  and  to  fuch  purpofes^  (at 
I.  conceive,)  did  our  Saviour  fufTer,  or  undergo  judgment 
and  puniihnient:  it  is  added,  under  Pontius  Pilate,  M 
UovtIou  TltXaTw ;  where  the  prepofition  nr)  may  either  de- 
note the  circumftance  of  time,  when  our  Saviour's  paiiion 
did  happen,  (in  the  time  of  Pontius  Pilate's  government 
or  prefidency  over  Judaea ;  fo  M  is  frequently  ufed,)  or 
it  may  farther  imply  a  refpeft  to  that  perfon,  as  an  inftru' 
ment  of  our  Saviour's  paffion,  (by  or  under  Pontius  Pilate, 
as  prefident  and  judge ;  fo  the  word  is  fometimes  ufed^r) 
Neither  of  thefe  fenfes,  I  fuppofe,  were  diilindly^  but 
both  conjun&ly  intended  here^  in  relation  to  the  Gofpel"* 
hiftory;  the  which  here  (as  to  the  main  paflages)  we  are 
fuppofed  to  know,  and  profefs  to  believe;  neither  do 
I  think  any  more  of  myfiery  defigned,  beyond  the  full 
and  clear  determination  of  our  Saviour's  perfon,  the  decla<« 
ration  of  whom  we  believe  in,  by  circumiiances  moft  apt 
and  fuitable  to  that  purpofe ;  the  time  when,  the  perfon 
under  whom,  and  confequently  the  place  where,  and 
fomewhat  of  the  manner  how  he  fuffered.  However,  all 
thefe  circumftances  are  in  themfelves  confiderable,  and  af* 
ford  fome  matter  of  edification  to  our  faith  and  pradice. 
The  time  ^n  itfelf  moft  fit,  and  agreeable  to  divine  predic- 
tions) doth  illuftrate  the  wifdom  of  God  in  his  providence, 
and  confirm  his  veracity,  confianey,  a:nd  fidelity;  when 
the  fulnefs  of  time  was  come,  he  grieved  at  prefent  evils^ 
even  to  a  degree  of  exceflive  anguifh,  trouble,  and  agony, 

are  words  ufed  to  exprefs  his  forrowful  refentment;)  he 
feared  future  evils,  to  a  degree  of  horror  and  an  amaze- 
ment, (to  an  ffx^oc/uiftio-^ai ;  that  is,  to  be  affrighted  and 
aftoniihed :)  fuch  height  of  paffion  did  the  fenfe  of  prefent 
pangs,  the  forefight  of  impending  evils,  the  apprehenfion 
of  his  own,  the  confideration  of  our  ftate,  raife  him  to ; 
fuch  a  burden,  all  the  fins  of  mankind  to  lie  upon  his 
flioulders,  no  wonder  if  he  groaned  under  it ;  God's  dif- 
pleafure  flaming  out  agidnft  fin,  no  wonder  it  did  ter- 
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rify  him :  fucb  a  Father  (whom  he  fo  deafly  lavied)  fird^wn* 
ing  upon,  and  hiding  his  face  from  hiiii^  it  inigbt  weli 
trouble  him:  fuch  a  pity,  fuch  a  love,  contemplaling 
man's  finfulnefs,  feeling  his  mifery,  it  is  not  ftraoge  that 
it  ihould  affe£l  him.    But  I  muft  pafs  ovet  this  moft  laige 
and  fruitful  fubjeA  of  meditation.    When  the  world  was 
in  the  moft  general  peace  and  deepeft  calm,  and  eonfe* 
quently  men^s  attention  more  ready,  and  ttmr  minds  more 
capable  of  inftrudion;  when  the  greateft  (or  the  moft 
cpnfiderable)  part  of  the  world  was  united  under  one  em* 
pire,  and  fo  more  fit  to  be  incorporated  into  a  fpiritual 
commonwealth,  (to  communicate  in  offices  of  piety,  to 
impart  and  receive  inftruAion ;)  when  mankind  generally 
was  better  civilized,  inquifitive  after  knowledge,  and  re- 
ceptive of  truth ;  when  the  fceptre  of  legiflation  and  Ah 
preme  authority  was  juft  departed  from  Judah ;  while  die 
Jfewifh  temple  yet  ftood,  but  not  long  before  its  defbuc* 
Dui.iz.a6.tion;  when  the  feventy  hebdomades  (of  years)  were  near 
expiring,  (the  time  when  the  Mefiias  (hould  be  cut  off;) 
in  (hort,  when  all  things  were  duly  prepared  and  (luted 
for  the  great  effe£ts  defigned  by  God  to  proceed  from 
our  Saviour's  paffion  and  other  performances,  then  did  he 
fuffer  and  do  what  Grod  hftd  in  his  wifdons^and  goodnefs 
predetermined,  prefignified,  and  predidied, 

I  might  add,  the  time  was  fit  to  be  fet  down,  as  a  cha- 
ra£ter  apt  to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  hiftory;  for  direc- 
tion to  a  iair  inquiry  and  trial  concerning  it ;  to  exclude 
all  confufion  and  uncertainty  about  it.  As  for  the  perfon 
iKdiom ;  if  we  confider  him  as  a  Roman  ftranger,  as  a  go- 
vernor and  judge,  according  to  his  perfonal  qualities^  or 
according  to  his  deportment  in  this  aSair,  fomething  in 
all  thefe  refpe6ts  may  offer  itfelf  obfervable.  He  was  an 
alien  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael ;  fo  Jews  and 
Gentiles  confpired  in  violence  and  injury  againft  their 
Roin.iii.i9. common  Saviour;  that  fo  (in  type  and  myftery)  ewry 
mouth  might  be  Jhpped,  and  all  the  tuorld  might  became 
guilty  before  God.  Neither  was  it  for  nothing  decreed  by 
Grod,  that  the  Jews  (hould  deliver  our  Saviour  up  to  tfao 

Matt.  xz.    Gentiles,  {roTs  tdmrw,)  to  mock,  and/ct^irge,  and  crucify  him. 
19. 
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The  Jews  out  of  envy  and  malice  delivered  up^  accufed,Matt.iivii, 
profbcuted,  infligated,  and  importuned  againft  him ;  the 
GentUes  out  of  ignorance,  profanenefs,  and  unjuft  par- 
tiality^  condemned  and  executed  him  :  whereby  the  ingra- 
titude,  iniquity^  and  impiety  of  all  mankind  in  fome  fort  Rom.  ▼.  d. 
did  appear,  and  was  aptly  reprefented;  and  in  confequence  ^.  gf^ 
thereof  his  infinite  goodnefs  is  demonllrated,  who  for  fo'r*'*^^' 
impious^  unjufi,  flagitious  a  generation,  for  fuch  malicious  iU;««f. 
enemies  and  cruel  perfecutors,  did  willingly  fuffer:   he^.™:^*'^' 
fu£Rsred  for  them  by  whom  he  fuffered.   I  might  add,  that 
a  ftraoger  was  more  likely  to  be  a  fair  and  indiiferent 
judge,  and  to  do  what  was  defigned  and  fit  to  be  done  in 
our  Saviour's  trial.     Confider  Pilate  as  a  governor  and 
judge,  for  fo  he  was ;  Csefar's  procurator,  and  prefident  Matt  zz?ii. 
of  Judsea,  (kr/rporo;  and  ^fjt4soy;)    and  therein  we  may^»^^' 
difcem  the  wifdom  and  fpecial  providence  of  God  puni(h-> 
'vof^  our  Saviour  for  us  by  his  own  officer  in  a  courfe 
of  juftice ;  the  loyal  obedience  of  our  Saviour  fubmitting 
both  to  God  and  roan,  (chough  in  a  cafe  of  plain  outrage 
and  bigheft  injuflice  againft  himfelf ;)  the  heinoufnefs  of 
that  wicked  proceeding,  wherein  that  facred  power  com*** 
mitted  to  him  by  God,  and  the  venerable  name  of  jufHce,  . 
were  fo  abufed.     So  that  if  ever,  then  one  might  have 
faid  with  the  Wife  Man,  I  Jaw  the  place  of  judgment,  Ecc\e(.i\U 
thai  wickednefs  was  there;  and  the  place  of  righteoiifnefs,  *** 
thai  iniquity  was  there.     As   for  this   Pilate's  perfonal 
qualities,   he  is  reported,  by  the  hiftorians  near  thofe  philo>  Jofe- 
times,  to  have  been  a  man  of  a  haHh  and  rough  temper ;  P^*"*  ^^' 
vn\fvl  and  haughty  in  fpirit ;  rapacious,  violent,  and  cruel 
in  his  proceedings;  and  was  therefore  a  proper  inftrument 
of  providence  for  the  execution  of  fuch  a  bufinefs,  fo  holy 
and  gracious  in  God's  purpofe,  fo  villainous  and  barba- 
rous according  to  man's  intention :  fuch  an  one  deferved 
to  bear  the  guilt  of  a  fa£i  fo  bafe  and  execrable,  was 
worthy  to  be  employed,  might  be  ready  to  undertake 
therein :  it  had  not  been  fo  plaufible  in  itfelf,  that  fuch  an 
u&  (bould,  nor  fo  credible  that  it  could,  proceed  from  any 
perfon  of  good  difpofition  or  right  intention.    But  of  him  jorq)h.  An* 
it  could  not  be  improbable,  who,  by  his  former  violences,  ****•  *^*""  *• 
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(fuch  as  upoik  their  complaints  did  fooa  after  seneve  bini 
iVom   his  charge,)   bad  fo  incenfed  the  Jews^  thttt  he 

Mark  xv.  ftould  not  ftick  to  gratify  them  in  a  matter  that  they  fo 
eamedly  concerned  themfelve»  in,  and  which  in  femblidKe 
(fetting  apart  confiderations  of  jufUce  and  honefty^  fo  littk 
material  in  fuch  a  perfon's  regard)  fo  little  touched  hb 
own  interefl;  in  yielding  up  fo  poor  and  inconfideraMe 
(in  outward  itiew)  a  perfon,  however  in  fans  own  oon- 

^  Icience  mod  innocent,  as  a  boon  or  facrifice  to  their  im* 

portunate  rage.  Such  he  was ;  and  yet  it  is  obferwble, 
thai  he  behaved  himfelf,  in  comparilbn  of  the  fiinbus 
Jews,  with  foibe  moderation  and  ingencHly.  He  wm 
fo  fair  in  examination  of  the  caie,  as,  noCwitErftattding 

JohaxU.6»  their  eager  and  damorous  profecution,  to  difeem  tk» 
right,  and  declare  our  Saviour  gotltlefii :  he  was-  fi»  fiu 
conftant  and  true  to  his  conicience,  as  to  expoffadale  with 
the  Jews,  and  once,  twice,  a  third  tim^  to  chaUei^ 

Lake  sxiH.  them,  fFlttfj  what  evil  hath  he  done  f   As  often  did  be  dii^ 

kas  iu.  13.^^^^  ^^  inclination  and  readinefa  (yea,  his  wHl  and  inteR* 
tioa)  to  6ee  tht  innocent  perfon }  yet  had  he:  not  the 
heart  or  the  honefty  thoroughly  to  refift  tbeiar  hnj^* 
tunity ;  they  were  more  obflinate  in  their  wicke<^  tiMrit  fas 
refolute  in  his  good  purpofe:  fo  out  of  fear  to  oAsid 
diem,  and  favour  to  oblige  them,  (thoib  ufual  corrspters 
of  right  judgment,)  he  yielded  to  them ;  fuffering  faonllfelf 
bafely  to  be  overborne  by  their  wicked  folicitations^  facri- 
feing  acknowledged  innocence  to  his  own  private  intereft 
and  their  implacable  malice.  Thus  did  this  heathen 
judge  behave  himfel^  ferving  divine  Providence,  not  only 
in  the  pubVic  and  formal  condemnation  of  our  Savk>i[r 
to  the  puniihmcnt  due  to  us,  but  in  the  folemn  and  lerions 
abfolution  of  bini  from  all  blame  in  himfelf ;  in  outward 
ihew  he  condemned  our  Saviour ;  in  truth  he  condemned 
himfelf  (his  corrupt  judge)  and  the  Jews  (his  malbious 
accufi^s:)  though  he  took  away  his  Ufe,  yet  he  cfeared 
his  reputation^  and  aflbrded  a  teftiiaony  mod  valid  and 
convincing  of  his  inhocence;  fuch  as  was  reqnifite  to  eon- 
f uite  all  the  Jewifh  calumnies  and  afperfiote^  and  to  cob- 
firm  o\ir  fakh.    . 
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FarthehMi^;    the  name  of  Pontius   Pilate  hitimates 
the  place  of  our  Saviour's  paflion^  he  being  well  known 
to  have  beien  governor  of  Judaea,  and  to  have  his  tribunal 
of  ]tSa^  at  the  mother  city  thereof,  Jenifalem ;  at  Jem* 
falem,  tha^t  M^dy  oilify  as  the  Prophet  calls  h,  whofe  cha^  Ezek.  ziii. 
rafter  it  was  to  be  ihe  killer  of  the  Prophets^  and  Jlonet  Luke  xui?' 
ofinen^  thai  were  fent  unto  her  ;  out  of  which  it  was  (in  a  83, 34. 
militner)  impo^le  that  a  prophet  fltould  perijh  ;  yet  the 
pflace  df  i^.tbe  world  moft  favoured  and  graced  by  Qod  • 

by  ^[teciai  benefits  and  privileges;  his  own  proper  Jeafy?{.jXir'\n.Q. 
(fke  city  of  Godj  the  city  of  the  great  King,  fa  it  is  ftyled,)  ixxxvil.  a. 
u/kieh  he  had  chofen  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Tfrael  (oilkt  ofDeiit.zii.5. 
aQ  the  people  upon  earth)  to  put  his  name  (to  place  hJs  j  ^Jj^^^Ij^ 
efpeicial    preTence)   there;   the  holy,   the  beloved  city: so. 
there,  at  his  own  doors,  as  h  were,  before  his  own  facred'Matt.  iv.  5, 
paltfce,  where  moft  efpecial  refpeft  and  veneration  were'7»  *3»  *^' 
due  to  him,  was  the  King  of  heax'en  adjudged  and  exe-' 
CQted;  by  procurement  of  hi*  own  fervants,  peculiarly 
related  to  him,  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  his  chofen 
people,  perfons  wholly  devoted  to  his  fervice,  and  highly 
StgtA^tA  by  him,  (whofe  office  and  efpecial  duty  it  was 
to  main^n  truth  and  encourage  righteoufnefs,  to  procure 
honour  to  God  and  obedience  to  his  commandments :) 
whieh  w^  it  greatly  advances  the  goodnefs  of  him  who 
willingly  foflered  there,  and  by  fuch,  fo  it  much  ag- 
gravates man's  mgratitude  and  iniquity. 

It  follbws,  crucified;  whereby  is  expreffed  the  manner 
and  kind  of  6ur  Saviour's  paffion ;  which  was  by  being 
affixed  to  a  crofs,  (that  is,  to  a  kind  of  gibbet  or  patibu- 
Ittffi,)  mainly  confifling  of  two  beams,  (or  jweces  of  wood  5) 
one  ereft,  to  which  the  length  of  his  body  was  applied 
and  firftened  by  nails ;  the  other  tranfverfe,  to  which  (his 
arms  bring  ftretched  out)  his  hands  were  nailed  :  which 
kind  of  fulTerrng  we  may  briefly  confider  as  moft  bitter 
and  pnnRd;  as  moft  ignominious  and  (hameful;  as  agree- 
aMe  and  advantageous  to  the  defigns  of  our  Saviour's  fuf- 
fering;  iM  fignificaitt  and  elmblematical ;  as  completory 
of  divine  {Mrefi6Boits  and  prefignifications ;   in  i^ne,   as 

c  c  a 


388  An  Expofiiion  on  the  Creed. 

inflruSive,  admonitory  of  duty,  and  excitative  of  devo- 
tioD)  to  us. 

1.  We  may  eafily  imagine  what  acerbity  of  pain  mnft 
be  endured  in  his  limbs  being  ftretched  forth,  racked,  and 
tentered ;  and,  continuing  in  that  pofture,  in  the  piercing 
his  hands  and  his  feet  (parts  mod  exquiiitely  tender  and 
fenfible)  with  iharp,  hard  iron  nails ;  fo  that  (as  it  is  fiud 

P&l.ev.  is.of  Jofeph)  the  iron  entered  into  his  foul,  or  his  foul 
H^.etSep-  ^Qt^,^  jjjto  iron,  in  abiding  expofed  to  the  injuries  of  fun 
fcorchingy  wind  beating  upon,  weather  fearching  his  griev- 
ous fores  and  wounds :  fuch  a  pain  it  was ;  and  that  no 
fiupifying,  no  tranfient  pain,  but  very  acute,  and  withal 
lingering :  we  fee,  in  the  (lory,  he  and  thofe  that  fufiered 
with  him  had  both  prefence  of  mind  and  time  to  dif- 
courfe;  three  long  hours  and  more  he  continued  under 
fuch  torment,  fudaining  every  minute  beyond  the  pangi 
of  an  ordinary  death.  So  that  well  may  that  in  the 
Urn.  i.  19.  Lamentations  be  applied  to  his  fufiering  {late;  Behold^  and 
fee  if  there  be  anyforrow  like  unto  my  forrow^  which  is 
done  unto  me,  wherewith  the  Lord  hath  affliSed  me  in  the 
day  of  his  fierce  (inger.  Such  a  kind  of  fufiering  did  our 
Saviour  choofe  to  undergo,  declaring  the  excefs  of  his 
love,  (in  being  ready  to  endure  the  faddeft  affli^ons  and 
fmarts  for  us;)  fignifying  the  heinoufnefs  of  our  finsi 
(deferving  fo  extreme  punifhment ;)  exemplifying  the 
hardeft  duties  of  obedience  and  patience  to  us. 

2.  And  as  mod  (harp  and  afiliAive  in  pain,  fo  moft  vile 
uaant.  iY.and  ihamefiil  was  this  kind  of  fufiering.  It  was  Jennie 
P*  ^'^'      fupplicium,  {quod  etiam  homine  libero,  quamvis  nocente  tft- 

deatur  indignumj)  a  punifhment  never  by  the  Romans 
(under  whom  our  Saviour  fufiered)  legally  infli£led  upon 
freemen,  but  only  upon  flaves,  (fuch  as  were  fcarce  re* 
garded  as  men,  or  in  life,  having  forfeited,  as  it  were, 
made  away,  or  quite  loft  themfelves;)  and  among  the 
Jews,  that  punifliment  which  approached  neareft,  and  in 
part  agreed  therewith,  (for  they  had  no  fuch  cruel  or  in- 
human kind  of  punifliment  appointed  by  their  law,)  hang- 
ing up  the  dead  bodies  of  fuch  as  had  been  executed. 
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was  accounted  moft  infamoas'and  abominable ;  Curfed  f5Dettt.  xxi. 
every  one  that  hangeth  upon  a  tree,  upon  a  patibulum,  fays  ^^j  ...  ^ 
the  Law:  curfed;  that  is,  addiAed  to  reproach  and  male- 
di&ion :  curfed  of  God,  (the  Hebrew  hath  it ;)  that  is, 
doth  feem  to  be  deferted  and  rejeded  and  affli£ied  of 
God.     In  the  very  nature  of  the  thing,  to  be  raifed  on 
high,  and  for  a  good  continuance  of  time  offered  to  the 
view  of  all  that  pafs  by,  doth  beget  ill  fufpicion  and  pro- 
voke cenfure;   invites  obloquy,  fcom,  and  contempt; 
draws  forth  language  of  derifion,  defpite,  and  detellation, 
(efpecially  from  the  rude  and  hard-hearted  multitude, 
who  think  and  fpeak  according  to  event  and  appearance ; 
who  JequUur  for  tunamfemper  et  odit  damnatos:)  fo  we  fee  Luke  xziii. 
that  the  people  did  mock,  and  jeer,  and  revile,  (IffjxuxT^-  Mi^^j^^j, 
fi^oify  IvfTailey,  I^Xtto-^ftouy,)  drawing  up  their  nofes,  (hoot-  ^9. 
ing  out  their  lips,  and  fhaking  their  heads,  and  letting  Luke  iV. 
loofe  their  tongues  againft  him,  in  this  condition;  (the^*i^, 
fame  men  perhaps^who  had  formerly  admired  his  glorious  i^  wmtrm. 
works,  and  had  been  affefted  with  his  excellent  difcourfes;  ^^^  "*• 
who  had  followed,  and  favoured,  and  blefled,  and  glori- 
fied him.)    They  look  andjlare  upon  me,  is  a  part  of  thePf.zxu.i7« 
defcription  of  his  fuffering ;    (anfwering  to  that  in  St. 
Luke,  f  lorijxtii  6  kaog  ^ecogaov ;  the  people  ftood  gazing  upon  Lake  kxiii. 
him;)  and  ^faTj/^fo-doe/,  to  be  made  a  gazing-ftock,  (or"^^  ^^  33^ 
obje&  of  reproach,)  we  fee,  is  reckoned  by  the  Apoftle 
as  an  aggravation  of  affli£lion*     Hence  became  it  fuch  a 
icandal,  &c. 

Thus  did  our  Saviour  endure  the  crofs,  defpifing  theHeb^zn.  s. 
(hame ;  (defpifing ;  that  is,  not  fimply  efieeming  it  as  no 
evil,  but  not  efteeming  it  fo  great 'an  evil,  as  for  the  avoid- 
ing it  to  negle£t  the  accompliibment  of  his  great  and  glo- 
rious defigns.)  There  is  in  man's  nature  an  averfadon  or 
abborrency  of  difgrace,  perhaps  more  ftrong  than  that  of 
pain:  mqckings  and  fcourgings  we  find  joined  together ;Heb. mi. as. 
nor  doth  pain  more  grievoufly  affeft  the  animal  fcnfe,  than 
being  infulted  over  and  defpifed  goes  againft  the  grain  of 
men's  fancy  and  natural  conftitution  of  foul ;  and  gene- 
rally men  will  more  contentedly  endure  one  than  the 
other.   We  need  not  therefore  doubt,  but  our  Saviour  was 


390  -4^  ExpofHion  pn  the  Creed. 

feniible  of  this  natural  evil,  and  that  fucb  indigiuty  dU 

add  fome  degree  of  bittemefe  and  Ipathibmeoefii  to  Us 

•    cup  of  afHi6lion ;  yet,  in  confideration  of  the  ^ory  that 

would  accrue  to  God,  the  benefit  to  us,  the  reward  to 

Gal.  ill.  ID.  himfelf,  he  willingly  underwent  it ;  He  became  a  curjtfm 

jiXi)J^tL  '^9  (was  expofed  to  all  oialediAion  and  reviling  from  fia- 
ful  men ;)  defpipsdy  and  reje&edf  and  difefteemed  of  men^ 
in  the  Prophet's  language ;  did  alfo  feem  deierted  and  rt- 
jecied  by  God  himfelf,  (himfelf  in  a  manner  concurrifig  in 

Matt.xxvii.  fuch  an  opinion,  as  by  his  woful  outcry,  Lamajibachikm, 

ife.  Uii.  3,  ^^^^  appear.)  [}Ve  did  ejieem  him  Jirickeny  fmiiien  of  Gtd, 
and  affli£ied.'\  So  did  he  become  a  curfe  for  U9,  that  ytt 
might  be  redeemed  from  the  curfc  of  the  Law ;  (that  is, 
from  that  exemplary  punifliment  due  to  our  tranigreffion 
of  the  Law,  with  the  difgrace  before  men,  and  the  difplea- 
fure  of  God  attending  it ;)  he  was  contented  to  be  dealt 

Phil.  ii.  r.  with  as  a  Have,  (as  a  wretched  mifcreant,)  making  himfdf 
of  no  reputation,  that  we  might  be  free,  not  only  from  tlie 
pain,  but  from  the  ignominy  we  deferved,  and  with  oar 
lives  recover  both  our  honour  and  liberty,  which  we  had 
forfeited  and  loll. 

3.  Farther;  this  kind  of  fuflTering  had  fome  ad\'antagef, 
and  did  conduce  toward  our  Saviour's  defign  in  being  no- 
torious, and  in  continuing  a  competent  time.     If  he  had 
been   privately  made  away,  or  fuddenly  difpatched,  no 
fuch  great  notice  had  been  taken  of  it,  nor  could  the  mat- 
ter of  faft  itfelf  have  been  fo  fully  proved,  (for  the  confir- 
mation of  faith  and  conviction  of  infidelity,)  nor  had  that 
excellent  deportment  of  his  under  fuch  aflli£i:ion  (bis  mod 
divine  patience,  meeknefs,  and  charity)   fo   illuftrioufly 
(bone  forth.     God's  providence  therefore  did  order  it  fo, 
(to  prevent  all  exceptions  and  excuies  of  unbelief,)  that  as 
the  courfe  of  his  life,  fo  the  manner  of  his  death  fbould  be 

Aai  zivi.  mod  open  and  confpicuous ;  Thefe  things^  as  St.  Paul  told 

^**  King  Agrippa,  were  not  done  in  a  comer ;  (nor  prefently 

huflied  up$   but  were  done  leifurely,  in  the  hce  of  the 

Johnxviii.  worU :)  Ifpokejreelff,  laith  our  Saviour,  io  the  world;  I 

^^'  alu'ays  taught  in  the  fynagogue  and  in  the  termple^  where 

the  Jews  from  all  places  refort ;  and  in  fecrei  have  I  done 
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\oikmg.    His  pooceedings  were  not  clofe  or  clancukry, 

»ut  fnnk  and  open  \  and  as  he  lived,  fo  be  died,  publicly 

od  Tifibly,  the  worid  bdng  witcefs  of  bis  death,  and  fo 

vepared  to  bdieve  his  refurreAion,  aad  to  embrace  his 

o&rine;    acoondiog  to  what  himfelf  foretold;    I,  being iohn%\\,n^. 

i/ied  up  from  llie  earih,  Jhall  draw  all  men  unio  me;  (all 

3^n  to  take  aotice,  by  the  remarkablenefs  of  it ;  fonie  to 

ttlieye  upoo  me,  by  the  wcmdrous  confequences  of  it :) 

ind.  As  Mofts  did  exalt  ilie  ferpeni  in  the  wildemefs,  ybjohi^iHi. 

nU^  ike  Son  of  man  be  exalted;  (that  as  by  beboldiog  the  ^^'  ^'* 

sipent  elevated  upon  a  pole  men  were  cured  of  thofe 

iortiferous  dings  they  had  received ;  fo  by  believing  on 

isn  crucified  men  (hould  be  laved  from  thofe  defirudive 

ad  deadly  (ins  they  had  committed.) 

4*  This  kind  of  fufiering  alfo  feems  in  many  refpe£ts 
gBificant,  and  full  of  inilruSive  emblems.  His  pofture 
spnefented  diat  large  and  comprehenfive  charity  which 
e  bane  in  his  heart  toward  us,  firetcliing  forth  his  arms 
f  kindnefs,  pky,  aod  mercy ;  with  them,  as  it  were,  to 
mbrace  the  whole  world,  and  receive  all  mankind  under 
le  wings  of  his  gracious  protection  ^:  it  (hewed  him  ear- 
esAly,  as  it  were,  wooing  and  entreating  us  to  return  to 
lod,  and  embrace  the  reconciliation  he  had  purchaied 
nd  did  offer ;  /  havefpread  out  my  hands  all  the  day  unio  Ifa.  Uv.  9. 
Tdfellious  people :  God  did  fo  of  old  by  his  Prophets 
lediately  and  figuratively ;  he  did  fo  in  our  Saviour  im- 
lediately  and  properly  by  himfelf.  The  crofs  was,  as  it 
'ere,  a  pulpit,  from  which  our  Saviour  did  exhort  to  re- 
sntance,  and  preach  divine  grace,  and  offer  remiflion  of 
DS  unto  us,  with  a&ion  mod  afifeding  and  pathetical. 

His  being  lifted  up  may  fignify  and  mind  us,  that  fub- 
dffion  to  God's  will,  fuflPering  for  truth  and  righteoufaefs, 
mmility  and  patience,)  are  conjoined  with,  and  do  pro- 
jre  exaltation ;  that  the  lower  we  are  in  humility,  the 
igfaer  we  rife  in  favour,  aod  the  nearer  approach  to  hea- 

*  Vid.  La^ant.  is.  p.  437.  EiUeadit  in  paffiooe  manus  fuas»  orbemque 
menfus  eft,  ut  jam  tunc  oftendeiet  ab  ortu  folis  ufque  ad  occafum,  raa^- 
itn  populum  pji  omnibus  linguis  et  tribubus  cong^cgatum,  Tub  alas  fuas 

C  C  4 
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Luke  zviii.  ven ;  Whofo  humlleth  himfelfj  fdth  our  Savour,  JhaJi  U 

Matt.  xxiii.^^^''^^5  *"^>  ^^  Jf^^  humbled  before  the  Lord^  (under  the 
12.  mighty  hand  of  God,)  and  hejhall  exalt  ycu,  lay  with  one 

10.     '  *    voice  St.  James  and  St.  Peter.    And  becaufe  our  Savioitr 
iPet. V. 5.  |^,^5  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofsj  there- 
*  fore  did  God  u%ipv^5v,fuperexalt  him  above  all  dignity  aid 
power  in  heaven  and  earth,  as  St.  Paul  teaches  us.    The 
crofs  was  a  throne^  where  humility  fat  in  high  roajefty, 
whence  patience  fat  encircled  with  rays  of  glory.    The 
fame  confideration  may  alfo  mind  us  how  and  whence 
our  falvation  comes;  that  our  help  comes  from  above, 
and  by  looking  upward ;  that  as  in  beholding  our  Saviour 
upon  the  crofs  we  mud  lift  up  our  eyes,  fo  in  believing 
on  him  we  mud  raife  up  our  hearts  to  heaven.     In  that 
fublimity  alfo  did  our  Saviour  (hew  himfelf  (landing  ered, 
not  only  as  a  conftant  fuflerer,  but  as  a  glorious  con- 
Col. «.  15.  queror;  having,  as  St.  Paul  tells  us,  fpoiled  principalities 
Hcb.  ii.  14. 0^1  j  powers,  (all  the  principal  powers  of  darknefs,  hell,  fin, 
and  death,)  iSfiy/xori^ev,  he  made  afolemnjhew,  triumphvng 
over  them  upon  his  crofs.    No  conqueror  loftily  feated  in 
his  triumphant  chariot  did  ever  yield  fo  illuArious  a  fpec- 
tacle ;  no  tree  was  ever  clothed  and  adorned  with  fo  glo- 
rious trophies.    To  the  outward  eye  and  carnal  fenfe  our 
Saviour  was  expofed  to  fhame  and  fcom ;  but  to  fpiritual 
difceming,  all  his  and  our  enemies  hung  there,  obje^  of 
Matt.  xii.    contempt,  undone,  and  overthrown.    The  devil,  6  S%upof, 
Luke  xi.fla.  (that  flrong  and  fturdy  one,)  hung  there,  bound  and  fet- 
tered, fpoiled  and  difarmed,  quite  baffled  and  confounded : 
1  Cor.  zv.  death  itfelf  there  hung  gafping,  with  its  (ling  plucked  out, 
afim.i.io.^'^d  all  its  terrors  quelled.   The  world  with  its  vain  pomps, 
its  counterfeit  beauties," its  bewitching  pleafures,  its  fondly 
admired  excellencies,  did  there  hang,  all  defaced  and  dif- 
Gal.  vi.  i4.j>araged ;  the  world  is  thereby  crucified  to  us,  and  we  unto 
the  world ;  fo  that  we  cannot  glory  or  truly  rejoice  in  any 
worldly  thing:  (for  to  be  fplendid  in  external  (late  carf 
never  henceforth  be  worthily  deemed  admirable;  to  be 
mean  and  low  can  never  fpeak  a  man  miferable,  (ince  the 
Ix)rd  of  glory  and  fountain  of  happinefs  did  himfelf  con- 
defcend  to  fo  low  a  condition^  and  became  fo  4cep  a  fuf- 
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ferer:  nor  can  pleafure  pretend  to  make  men  happy,  nor 
forrow  juftly  difcourage  us,  fince  the  Son  of  God  by  fiich 
a  ftep  of  extreme  grief  hath  afcended  into  his  throne  of 
glory).    Our  fins  (thofe  fins  which  our  Saviour  did  in  his 
body  aya^ifw  M  to  ^uXov,   carry  up  upon  the  gibbet)  iPet.il.  «4. 
hung  there,  expofed  as  trophies  of  his  viftories,  objeAs     ™"^"***' 
of  our  hatred  and  horror,  by  him  condemned  in  the  flefh : 
thofe  manifold  enmities  (between  God  and  us,  between 
man  and  himielf,  between  one  man  and  another)  did  all 
there  hang  together,  aboliibed  in  his  fle(h,  and  (lain  upon 
his  crofs ;  by  the  blood  of  which  he  made  peace j  and  rectm^CoX.  I.  «o. 
cUed  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth ;  together  with  all  i^^  *  *'  ^* 
thofe  yokes  of  bondage,  thofe  enfigns  and  inftruments  of  **^'W<- 
vexation  to  us  ;  thofe  laws  that  burdened  men  fo  much, 
which  fet  them  at  fuch  diftance  and  variance,  that  fub- 
jeded  them  to  guilt  and  condemnation  unavoidable;  thatcol.  ii.  i4, 
hand- writing  of  ordinances ,  inducing  our  obligation  to  ^Moi^qui. 
grievous  forfeitures  and  penalties,  was  there  nailed  to  thebufiUm  in 
crofs ;  our  bonds  thereby  cancelled,  our  debts  expunged.  i^sfiJ^'i 
Our  Saviour's  crucifixion  furthermore  did  fignify  how  cdicta  anti« 
our  fie(h  fhould  be  dealt  with,  how  we  (hould  mortify  the^.        ^  ' 
lufis  and  afie6lions  thereof.     We  muft  not  only  imitate 
and  follow  our  Saviour  in  his  life,  but  in  fome  fort  en- 
deavour to  refemble  him  in  his  death,  <rviAiuop^8<r^at  rm 
^avartp  aurS,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaks,  conformable  to  his  (/^a/A;Phil.iii.  10. 
become  o^ft^oi,  planted  together  with  him  in  the  ^**^?/i  ©,  &c.^'  ' 
of  his  death ;   avrotvpS^M  t«  X^ifco,  be  crucified  together  Gil.  ii.  ao. 
with  Chrift ;  having  our  old  man  crucified  together  with  cq\,  [w,  5. 
fdmf  that  the  body  of  fin  may  be  dejiroyed,  fo  that  we  no*®™'^'"* 
fart  her  ferve  Jin  ;  mortifying  our  earthly  members^  and  put- 
ting to  death  the  deeds  of  the  body :  For  they  that  are  Chrifi's 
have  crucified  the  Jlejh  with  its  pajfions  and  lujls.     His 
death  may  fitly  reprefent  our  death  to  fin ;  his  crofs,  the 
thwarting  our  vicious  defires  and  inclinations ;  his  grievous 
pain  the  bittemefs  of  our  repentance,  (wherein  our  foul 
fhould  l>e  pierced  with  (harp  compun3ion,  as  his  facred 
flefli  was  torn  with  nails;)  his  difgrace,  our  (hame  and 
confufion,  with  regard  to  our  ofiences.     In  his  perfon, 
farther^  we  may  contemplate  the  date  of  virtue  and  g6od- 
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jsefs  in  this  worlds  expofed  to  envy  and  hatred,  to  cenfiire 
and  obloquy,  to  contempt  and  fcom,  to  all  kind  of  afflic- 
tion and  hardfhip.  ^  Every  good  man  mufl  hang  upon  fonae 

1  Thefl*. iiucrofs  or  other;  tig  rSn  Kslfu^gLy  it  is  our  lot  and  portion 
^^^  ^l  afligned  us  by  divine  decree ;  to  a  codbrmity  with  this 
*••  image  and  pattern  of  the  Son  of  God  we  are  predefii- 
Aas  xlv.aa.  nated ;  Ssi  ^fwt^,  fFe  mu/i  (it  is  both  of  ncceffity  ajod  duty 

incumbent  on  us)  ty  many  trlbviaiums  enter  inio  GotPs 

2  Tim.  iii.  kingdom ;  All  that  will  live  godly  in  Chrijl  Jejus  fidl 

(certainly  in  one  way  or  other)  fifffer  perfecutiorij  (and 
partake  of  the  crofs.)  Many  fuch  analogies  and  refem- 
blances,  not  unprofitable,  might  a  devout  meditation  (in 
imitation  of  the  facred  writers)  draw  out,  fior  exckiog 
good  affe&ions  and  quickening  to  duty.     But  &rther, 

5.  We  may  alfo  (for  the  fuller  confirmation  of  our 
faith,  and  begetting  in  us  a  due  adoration  of  the  divine 
wifdom  and  providence)  obferve  the  correfpondency  eli 
this  our  Saviour's  manner  of  fuffering  to  the  andeot  pro- 
phecies foretellingy  and  the  typical  re^efentations  fore- 
Aiewiog  it.  That  mod  full  and  clear  and  &mous  pro- 
phecy concerning  our  Saviour's  paflion  (Ifa.  liiL)  doth 
exprefs  him  fufifeiing  as  a  malefa£lor,  or  with  makfaAors. 
He  was  to.be  reckoned  among  tranfgreiTors,  fu&ring  ioa 
Ksuliii.  13^ manner  very  painful  and  very  defpicahle,  {He  was  to  be 
**^*  wounded  for  our  travfgreJJionSyand  to  he  brvifed  for  our 

iniquities ;  he  was  to  be  defpifed  and  rejeQed  ofunen^  as  a 
man  of forrows  and  acquainted  with  grief;)  which  circum- 
ftances  could  not  fo  pun<9:ually  agree  to  any  other  kind  of 
fuffering  (or  punifhment)  in  ufe  as  to  this.  In  the  841 
Pfalm,  the  royal  Prophet  defcribes  an  afflided  and  for- 
lorn condition,  (fuch  as  by  no  paflages  of  his  hiftory,  in 
the  full  extent  and  according  to  the  literal  fignification  of 
his  words,  doth  appear  fuitable  to  his  own  perfon,  and 
therefore  more  properly  is  to  be  applied  to  the  Meffias, 
whom  he  did  reprefent;)  and  in  that  defcription,  among 
other  paflages  fuiting  to  our  Saviour,  thefe  wor^s  occur ; 

b  Et  quanquam  paffio  ipfa  per  fe  acerba  et  amara,  fpocknen  nobis  futuro< 
mm  tomientorum  dabat,  quara  morantibus  in  hoc  feculo  virtus  ipfa  proponit, 
&c. '  l»aa.  iv.  p.  494. 
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Thau  ha/l  inughi^me  into  the  du/l  ff  death :  fir  dog$  bane  Pfal.  xxii. 
comptiffed  me;  the  ajfemhly  of  the  ivicked  have  inclofed  me;  ^^'^^' 
ihey  pierced  (or  digged,  mpw^av)  my  hmds  and  my  feet : 
(which  words  dp  moft  pady  and  livelUy  fet  out  our  Sa- 
viour'a  being  sailed  to  the  crof6«)     And  in  the  Prophet 
Zechariah  God  foretells,  fpeaking  in  bis  own  name,  They^  Zech.z.ia. 
(th*t  ia,  the  Jews,  fenfible  of  what  they  had  done,  andj^^""*'*- 
peoitenUy  aflk£ted,)  they  Jkall  look  upon  me^  whom  they 
hm^e  pierced:  which  place  needs  no  violence  to  extort 
the  right  meaning  from  it ;  no  comment  to  explain  or 
adapt  it  to  the  crucifixion  of  God,  onr  Saviour,  to  which 
it  is  ib  literally  congruous.    The  fame  was  alfo  fitly  pre- 
figured by  appofite  types.:  Ifaac,  the  immediate  ibn  and  Gen.  xxii. 
heir  of  the  pronrire,  (in  whom  the  faithful  feed  was  called,  ^UJJ'jj^j®' 
or  conveyed  down  by  him,)  and  lb  a  moft  apt  type  ofHeb.zi.17. 
our  Saviour,  he  being  devoted  and  ofilered  to  God  in  iii^ 
orifice,  did  himielf  bear  the  wood,  by  which  he  was  to  be 
oflered :  fo  6id  our  Saviour  (the  promifed  feed  in  which  Vid.  Tcr- 
M  nations  flionld  be  hleffed)  himfelf  bear  the  -crofs,  byjud.  c.  z. 
which  he  was  to  fufler,  and  to  be  ofiered  up  a  iacrifice  to 
God.     Thofe  which  were  bitten  (dangeroufly)  by  fiery  Numb.  xxi. 
ferpents,  were  by  looking  up  upon  a  brazen  ferpent  fet^°*"**"'' 
upon  a  p<de  preferved  in  life;  which  (in  our  Saviour's 
mxA  Authentical  interpretation)  did  rcprefent  the  falvation 
which  fliould  proceed  from  our  beholding  and  believing 
OQ  him  lifted  up  upon  the  crofs,  to  us,  who  had  been 
ftuag  and  mortally  ftruck  with  that  old  ferpent's  poifon^ 
ous  temptations.     The  Pafchal  lamb,  (that  tnoQ.  proper  Exod.  xii. 
emblem  of  Chrift  our  Paffover,  that  moft  meek  and  in-^'^^"**'*^' 
nooent,  moft  unblemiftied  and  fpotlefs  LoLOihyJlainfor  the 
fins  of  the  worlds)  it  was  to  be  killed  by  the  whole  allem- 
bly  of  the  congregation  of  Ifrael ;  its  blood  was  to  be 
^biked  on  the  fide^pofts  and  crofs-beams  of  every  door ; 
ks  body  was  not  to  b&  eat  raw,  nor  fodden  at  all  with 
.>w«ier,  but  roafted  whole,  and  drefled  upon  a  fpit ;  nor 
fveiie  any  of  its  bones  to  be  broken;  which  drcuififtances, 
{with  fix^h  caution  and  care  prefbribed,)  how  they  fuit 
4iadL  fitly  adumbrate  the  manner  of  our  Saviour's  paflion. 
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I  need  not  brther  than  by  the  bare  mention  of  them  to 
declare. 

Laftly,  The  coniideration  of  our  Saviour's  thus  fuffcr- 
ing  is  apt  to  teach  and  afied  us ;  to  admonifli  us  of  our 
duty,  and  to  excite  devotion  in  us :  no  contemplation  is 
more  fruitful  or  efficacious  toward  the  fandificaUon  of 
our  hearts  and  of  our  lives :  the  Gofpel  itfelf  is,  in  St. 
1  Cor.i.  18.  Paul's  language,  h  kiyos  tou  araupou,  {the  word  of  the  crops;) 
Rom.  i.  16.  and  he  calls  both  this  and  that  the  power  of  Ood  to /aba- 
tion. 

1 .  What  good  aiTedion  therefore  may  not  the  medita- 
tion thereupon  raife^  what  virtue  not  produce  in  us ! 

2.  How  can  it  otherwife  than  inflame  our  hearts  with 
love^  to  think  what  acerbity  of  pain,  what  indignity  of 
fhame  our  Saviour  there  willingly  undertook  and  endured 
for  us !  No  imagination  can  devife  a  greater  expreffion 
of  charity ;  and  if  love  be  produ£Uve  of  love,  what  efieft 
fhould  the  coniideration  of  fuch  a  love  have !  Nor  can 
we  find  a  furer  ground  of  truft,  and  a  greater  encouFage- 
ment  to  hope  in  God,  than  this :  he  that  fpared  not  hit 
own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  to  the  fuffi^ng  of  fuch 
pains  and  indignities  for  us,  how  can  we  diftruft  hb 
bounty,  or  defpair  of  his  mercy  in  any  cafe  ?  What  higher 
favour  could  he  do,  how  (hew  greater  condefcenfion,  how 
more  furely  teftify  his  willingnefs,  his  delight  to  do  us 
good?  how  confequently  lay  Wronger  grounds  of  hope 
and  confidence  in  us,  than  by  his  own  free  undertaking 
and  undergoing  all  this  for  us  ? 

3.  What  deteftation  of  our  fins  mud  it  alfo  rdfe  in  us, 
that  brought  fuch  torture,  fuch  reproach  upon  him ! 
Judas  the  wretch  who  betrayed  him,  the  Jewiih  priefts 
who  accufed  and  profecuted  him,  Pilate  the  judge  who 
condemned  him,  the  wicked  people  that  abufed  and  in- 
fulted  over  him,  the  cruel  hands  that  imote  him,  the  piti- 
lefs  hearts  that  mocked  him^  the  blafphemous  tongues 
that  radled  upon  him,  thofe  who  were  inftruments  of  hiB 
afflidion,  how  do  we  deteft  them,  and  curfe  their  memo- 
ries !   But  our  fins,  which  were  the  firft  and  main  caufes 
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of  that  woful  tragedy,  how  much  more  reafon  have  we 

to  abhor  and  abominate  them  1   He  was  delivered  for  oi/r  Roin.iT.^5. 

offencesy  (they  were  the  traitors  indeed  which  by  Judas's 

hands  did  deliver  him ;)  it  was  they  that  cried  crucijige^  Lake  uiii. 

{Crucify  him^  crucify  hiniy)  with  a  clamour  more  loud  and  **• 

more  efiedual  than  did  the  Jews  j  (it  was  they  that  did  by 

their  borrowed  mouths  accufe  and  profecute  him;)  HeaCor.T.ai. 

that  ktuw  no  fin  was  made  fn  for  us;  (was  condemned  as 

a  fimier  for  us :  it  was  we  that  by  our  fins  did  adjudge 

and  fentence  him;)  Pilate  was  but  their  agent  and  fpokes- 

man  in  it;  He  became  a  curfe  for  us;  (all  the  mockery, Gal.  Uu  is. 

derifioD,  and  contumely  he  endured  proceeded  from  us ; 

the  filly  people  were  but  properties,  reprefenting  and  ad- 

ing  our  parts;)  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreJJfionSf  he 

was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities :  it  was  they  that  by  the 

fierce  foldiers  and  rude  rabble,  as  by  fenfelefs  engines,  did 

finite  and  fcouige  him;  by  the  nails  and  thorns  did  pierce 

his  flefli  and  rend  his  facred  body. 

4.  What  can  in  reafon  be  more  efie£lual  to  breed  in  us 
remorfe  and  penitent  forrow,  than  refle&ion  upon  fuch 
honible  efle&s  proceeding  from  our  fins  ?  how  can  we 
but  vehemently  grieve,  when  we  remember  ourfelves  by 
them  to  have  been  the  betrayers,  the  flanderers,  the 
fcomers,  the  murderers  of  God's  dear  Son,  of  fo  innocent 
and  lovely  a  perfbn,  of  our  bed  friend,  and  moil  loving 
Saviour  ? 

5.  And  if  ingenuity  will  not  work  fo  much,  and  melt 
us  into  contrition  hereby,  yet  fure  this  thought  muft 
needs  produce  fear  in  us:  Can  we  but  tremble  to  think  of 
the  fierpenefs  of  God's  difpleafure,  the  feverity  of  divine 
judgment,  the  heinous  guilt  of  our  fins,  all  fo  plainly  dif- 
covered,  fo  livelily  fet  out  in  this  difmal  fpe£tacle  ?  If  the 
view  of  an  ordinary  execution  is  apt  to  beget  fome  appre- 
henfions  of  terror,  dread  of  the  law,  reverence  to  autho- 
rity, what  dreadful  impreffions  ihould  this  extraordinary 
example  of  divine  jufiice  make  upon  us  ? 

6.  How  can  it  alfo  but  deter  us  from  wilful  commiflion 
of  finj  to  confider  that  by  it  we  do  aveurraupovvj  recrucify, 
(in  a  manner  renew  all  that  pain  and  (liame;  bring  up 


39^  jin  Expofiiien  on  the  Cftei* 

Hcb.  vi.  6.  again  upon  the  ftage  all  that  dirrfid  tragedy,)  cruo^,  I 
fay,  afrejh  the  Son  of  Gody  and  again  expofe  him  to  open 
Jkame ;  that  by  ii  we  trample  upon  the  Son  of  God,  and 
prize  the  blood  of  the  covenant  (that  mod  precious  blood, 
fo  freely,  yet  fo  fadly  fhed  for  us)  as  a  common  (a  trivial 
and  wortblefs)  thing;  defpiiing  all  his  fo  kind  and  fo' 
painful  endeavours  for  our  falvation,  defeating  his  gra- 
cious purpofe,  rendering  all  his  fo  bitter  and  loathfome 
ftziferings,  as  to  their  principal  intent,  (onr  good  and  be- 
nefit,) altogether,  yea  more  than  vain  and  finmtlefs  ? 

7.  What,  farth^,  can  be  more  operativ«  in  producing 
difi^ileenni  and  difregard  of  this  world,  with  all  its  dee^itfirf 
vanities  and  mifchievous  pleafuree;  in  reconeiling  us  to 
the  worft  condition  it  can  bring  tis  into ;  in  comforting  bb 
under  the  heavieft  preflfhres  of  afBiftichi?  Who  can  aAnire" 
thofe  fplendid  trifles,  which  he  never  regarded  in  his  life, 
which  only  ferved  to  mock  him  at  his  death  ?  Who  can 
relifli  thofe  delights,  which  be  never  living  vonehfl^Bil  to 
tafte  of,  and  dying  chofe  to  feel  their  contraries  ?  Who 
wftl  dare  to  vilify  a  ft  ate  offorrow  and  (fifgrace,  which  he 
by  the  volwfftary  fufception  thereof  (in  fuch  exitetnUtf) 
RcT.  i.  9.  hath  fo  dignified  and  graced ;  by  which  we  rcfferrtblc,  b^ 
Rom.  vlii.  come  Conformable  unto,  partake  with  him,  concur  wkh, 

U'   ...  ,    and,  in  a  manner,  complete  his  defirn  ?   Who  can  much 
Phil.  111.  10.  .  ^  t      !•  »_ 

Col.  i.  24.  prefer  being  admired,  applauded,  or  made  much  of  by 

esTrriri^  men,  before  derifion,  reproach,  or  perfecutioi)  from  them, 

f^ftmrm,      (efpcciatty  for  adherence  to  truth  anrf  righteotffhefe?) 

Who  can  be  very  ambitious  of  honour  and  repute,  or 

oovetons  of  vc^ealth,  or  addided  to  pleafmre,  who  obferves 

him  (the  Son  of  God,  the  heir  of  all  things,  the  Lori  of 

glory)  chooiifig  rather  to  afcend  a  crofe  than  a  thftec ; 

invking  the  clamours  of  ^ite  afnd  fcom,  inftead  of  acehk- 

mations  of  praife ;  embracing  the  reputation  of  a  mric- 

faAor  and  a  fla'W,  before  the  dignity  and  re%eft  of  a 

prince ;  that  regards  him  hanging  naked  «nA  forloru  upon 

a  gibbet,  befmeared  with  his  own  biood,  groaning  under 

extremity  of  pain,  yielding,  as  the  Prophet  foretold  of 

Ifa.  1. 6.     him,  his  back  io  thefmitersy  and  his  cheeks  to  them  ihaf 

plucked  off  the  hair;  (hidmg  not  his  face  from  (hame  and 
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ttthig  ?)  Will  not  tlxe  imagination  of  fucb  a  fight  fully 
ihc  hidre  of  aU  earthly  pomps  and  beanties,  damp  the 
fcnfe  of  all  carnal  delights  and  fatisfaAions :  quafh  all  the 
content  we  can  take  in  our  wild  and  extravagant  merri'^ 
mentft  ? 

8.  If  fiioh  afflidion  and  hardfhip  were  to  hina  a  fchool 
of  obedience,  {Ifui^  a^  iv  ha^,  he  learnt  from  what  he 
failer«^  obeKfience;)  a  means  of  perfection,  {li  became}^' ^9. 
Qodj  imh  the  Apoftle,  to  perfe&  the  captain  of  onr  falva-^  "*  *®* 
tion  ip Suffering;)  a  procurement  of  divine  favotir,  (there- 
fore, bimfelf  tells  us,  the  Father  loveth  mej  heeauje  I  lay  John  z.  i7« 
doum  my  life f$ind  the  manner  fure  did  increafe  that  love;) 
a  ftap  to  glory,  (for,  it  is  fad,  was  not  Chrifi  to  Jiiffei^Lukejx\yr. 
thefi  iking9,  and  (fo)  to  enter  into  his  glory  P  Therefore  ^YA,n,  9. 
God  exalted  him  ;  We  fee  Jefus^for  thefuffering  qfdeath,  H*^  »»•  9' 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour.)     If  it  yielded  fuch  ad- 
vantages to  him,  and  may  by  our  conformity  afid  com- 
pliaBce  with  Mm  aflford  the  like  to  us,  what  reafon  can 
there  be,  tliat  we  fhouM  be  anywife  difcompofed,  difcou- 
ng9A,  or  difconfelate  under  it  ?   Much  more  ftire  there  is, 
UuU  we  fhoaldy  with  St.  Paul,  boqftj  rejoice^  exult y  (mrfRom-v.  8. 
Jl^  {etfotXKiaeimi  and  <rxipTSiv)for  joy  hi  our  tribulations ;^f4^[^\^i2. 
He  ikai  doth  not  carry  his  crofs^  arid  go  after  me^  eanwof  L"kc?i.a.3. 
bei^y  Hfciple;  and^  He  that  doth  not  take  up  his  crofs^^z! 
andfoUow  mcj  is  not  wort/iy  of'  me;  faith  our  Saviour  :^?"**'^®' 
he  thd  doth  not  take  it  up  readily,  when  by  providence' 
ift  ia  pre(bnted ;  that  dotb  not  bear  it  contentedly,  when  it 
b  impofed,  cannot  be  our  Saviour's  difcipte,    ((hewing 
fejdti  an  incapacity  to  learn  the  leCons  of  humiKfy  anet 
padtace  re»d  by  him  >  to  tranfcribe  the  copies  of  ftibmtf- 
fion  ta  divine  will,  felf-dertial,  and  felf-refignation,  fo  fairly 
fetfasm  by  Cbrift's  inftrdCtion  and  exa^nfite:)  be  is  nowife 
vt>rthy  of  him,  (hath  not  the  courage,  the  ftncerity,  the 
cowftaiig)'  vecpflMred  of  a  Chriftian ;  one  pretending  to  Aieh 
beaefits,  privileges,  and  rewards  from  Chrift,  his  Lonf 
and  Savioiir.)    The  willing  fufception,  tbe  cheerM  fnf- 
taimi^g  of  the  crofs^  is  the  exprefs  condition-  and  chara^er 
of  oar  Ch^fliatafy,  (whence  ufe  hath  beenf  to  fign  them' 
who  (anter  into  it  v^ith  the  figure  of  the  crofs^}    It  is  the 
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fpecial  enfign  of  our  warfare  under  Chrift  againft  bis  and 
our  common  enemies;  the  di(lin£t  badge  of  our  profefEon; 
the  chief  objeft  of  our  faith,  our  knowledge,  our  preach- 
ing, (as  St.  Paul  difcourfes  in  the  firft  and  fecond  chapter 

1  Cor.  II.  2.  of  his  firft  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians  5)  the  main  ground  of 
our  hope ;  the  fole  matter  of  our  glory,  {IfMi  fug  yifotr^ 

Gtl.vl.  i4.xaK/;^a(rda/;)  Far  be  At  from  me  to  glory,  faith  St.  Paul, 

1  Cot.l 99  Jave  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift :  Let  it  be  to  the  Jews  afcandal, 
(offenfive  to  their  fancy,  prepoflefled  with  expedationi  of 
a  Meflias  flourifhing  in  fecular  pomp  and  profperity ;)  let 
it  be  folly  to  the  Gentile  Greeks,  (feem  abfurd  to  men  im^ 
bued  and  puffed  up  with  carnal  conceits  and  maxims  of 
worldly  wifdom,)  that  God  (hould  put  his  own  beloved 

Vid.  Cliff.  Son  into  fo  fad  and  defpicable  a  condition ;  that  falvation 

in  Celf  if 

p.  79.  ftc!  from  death  and  mifery  (hould  be  procured  by  fo  miferable 
a  death;  that  eternal  joy,  happinefs,  and  glory  {hould 
iffue  from  fuch  fprings  of  extreme  forroW  and  ihame; 
thataperfon  in  outward  femblance  fo  contemptible,  ex- 
pofed  to  fo  infamous  and  (lavifli  ufage;  (hould  be  the  Son 
of  God,  the  Lord  and  Redeemer  of  mankind,  the  King 
and  Judge  of  all  the  world ;  let  this,  I  (ay,  be  fcandalous 
and  diftafteful  to  fome  prejudiced  perfons ;  let  it  feem 
ftrange  and  incredible  to  other  felf-conceited  men ;  to  us 
it  muft  be  grateful  and  glorious;  to  us,  who  difcem  by  a 
clearer  light,  who  are  endued  with  a  purer  fenfe,  derived 
from  the  divine  Spirit,  whence  we  may,  with  a  coDfifbrt- 
able  fatisfa£iion  of  mind,  perceive  that  God  could  not  in 
a  higher  meafure,  in  a  fitter  method,  illuftrate  his  glorious 
attributes  of  goodnefs  and  juftice,  (his  infinite  mercy  to- 
ward his  poor  creatures,  his  heavy  indignation  and  ie- 
vere  juftice  againft  iniquity ;)  that  virtue  could  not  be 
taught,  nor  exemplified,  nor  commended  and  inculcated 
Plat.  9.  de  Any  other  way  with  fo  great  advantage.  It  were  eafy  to 
rq).  Sen.  allege  the  fuffraffes  of  Plato,  Seneca,  and  other  fuch 
men,  (wife  only  oy  improvement  of  natural  reafon,)  ac- 
knowledging that  perfe&ion  of  virtue  can  neither  be 
wrought  or  (hewed  otherwife  than  by  fuffering  the  bit* 
tereft  aiHidions ;  that  God  (as  a  wife  Father)  therefore 
ufeth  to  exercife  them  whom  he  moft  loveth  with  them : 
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nor  hard  were  it  to  produce  examples   of  men,    (even  Socratw, 
among  the  Pagans,)  mod  famous  and  honourable  in  the^J^^^^* 
judgment  of  pofterity  for  their  wifdoni  and  virtue,  who  Seneca, 
have  been  tried  in  this  furnace,  and  (hone  thereby  more  PoBtustHcI- 
brightly,  fuflfering  by  the  iniquity,  ingratitude,  and  envy  vidiug  Pnf- 
of  their  times,  both  in  their  reputation,  liberty,  and  life, 
infamous  punifbments,  ignominious  deaths ;  though  none 
of  them  of  choice  and  upon  defign  to  advance  the  intereft 
of  goodnefs,  but  by  an  accidental  force  put  upon  them ; 
none  in  a  manner  fo  (ignal,  with  circumdances  fo  rare, 
with  an  e\'ent  fo  wonderful:  fo  that  even  according  to 
the  paflkble  diSates  of  common  wifdom  this  difpenfation 
was  not  fo  unaccountable ;  neither  ought  the  Greeks,  in 
oonflftency  with  thenrfclves  and  their  own  moft  admired 
philofophers,  have  deemed  the  doftrine  of  tlie  crrfs  in  he 
fooKJh^  or  unreafonable :  fince  thereby  a  charity  and  hu- 
manity To  unparalleled,  (far  exceeding  theirs,  who  have 
beeh' celebrated  for  love  to  their  country,  or  a  more  pre-  Vicit  amor 
Talent  love  of  praifc  de^'oti^g  their  lives,)  a  meeknefs  fofa^uSumquc 
incomparable,  a  refolulion  fo  invincible,  a  patience  fo  he-  immcnfa 
roical,  were  manifefted  for  inftruftion  and  direction  of 
men  :  fince  never  were  the  vices  and  vanities  of  the  world 
(both  fo  deflru6live  to  the  quiet  and  welfare  of  mankind) 
fa  remarkably  difparaged  and  condemned :   (ince  never 
virtue  had  fo  powerful  an  effeft   (the  expiation  of  the 
whole  world's  fin  and  reconciliation  of  mankind  to  God, 
(uch  as  no  other  performance,  no  facrifice  could  ever  pre- 
tend to)  nor  fo  glorious  a  reward ;  fovereign  dignity  to 
him'that  exercifed  it,  everlafting  happinefs  to  them  that 
follow  it :  fince,  I  fay,  there  be  fuch  excellent  ufes,  fruits, 
and  confequences  of  the  crofs  undergone  by  our  Saviour*, 
we  hav^  no  reafon  to  be  offended  nor   to  be  afhamed  iCor.i.  i8> 
thereof;  but  rather  heartily  to  approve,  and  humbly  to**^* 
adore,  as  well  the  wifdom  of  God,  as  other  his  glorious 
attributes,  fo  confpicuoufly  demonftrated  and  difplayed 
theism. 

But  I  have  not  been  able  to  contain  myfelf,  and  have 
dwelt  too  long  upon  this  mod  rich  and  fruitful  argu- 
iiieul* 

VOL.  V.  D  d 
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SDeab  aftb  itumb,  kc. 

OUR  Saviour's  paflion  (as  we  did  obferve  formerly)  was 
in  the  iirft  draughts  of  this  Creed  expreflfed  by  one  fingle 
word,  crucifixus :  but  afterwards  (whether  to  difcoun- 
tenance  fome  heretical  devices  contradi^ng  the  real  truth 
of  our  Saviour's  death,  or  for  the  more  fiill  and  clear  re- 
prefentation  of  the  thing  itfelf)  its  defcription  was  dilated, 
and  exprefled  by  three  words,  fignifying  the  quality 
thereof;  (lie  fufiered;  that  is,  was  dealt  with  as  a  mak- 
fa&ori)  another  (hewing  the  manner  of  it^  (be  underwent 
that  mod  painful  and  difgraceful  puniihment  of  cmd- 
fixion ;)  a  third  denoting  the  final  completion  thereof,  (be 
loft  his  life  thereby.)  The  two  former  we  have  laigely 
difcourfed  upon  -,  Uie  laft  renudns,  being  the  confumma- 
tion  of  his  grievous  paffion,  the  bottom  of  that  bitter  cop 
he  willingly  drank  off  for  us ;  forefeeing  the  approach  of 
John  sis.  which,  he  pronounced  the  rn-fXetfTOi,  li  is^ni/hed,  Cdo- 
^^  ceming  which  we  may  confider,    i.  The  nature  of  it, 

(wherein  it  did  confift.)  a.  Some  peculiar  adjunfb  and 
refpeds  thereof,  (which  commend  it  to  our  rqpvd,  aad 
render  it  confiderable.)  3.  The  caufes  and  ends,  (whence 
moved,  and  why  he  died.)  4.  The  fruits  and  efife&s  of  it, 
(what  did  efpecially  fpring  from,  what  confequences  there 
were  of  his  dying.)  Laftly,  the  pra£Ucal  influences,  the 
belief  and  confideration  thereof  may  or  fhould  have  upon 
us* 

L  As  for  the  nature  of  it ;  we  muft  affirm  and  believe 

affuredly,  that  it  was  a  true  and  proper  death,  not  in  kmd 

difierent  from  that  death  to  which  all  we  mortal  men  by 

the  law  and  condition  of  our  nature  are  fubjeft,  and  muft 

Pf.UxxU«  all  fometime  undergo)  {For  what  man  is  he  that  Uvetk^ 

^''  andjhall  not  fee  death  f  thatjhall  deliver  his  foul  from  the 

^zmiut  hand  of  the  grave  f)  that  death  which  is  fignified  by  the 

^S^fX^  ceflation  of  vital  operations,  (of  all  motion,  natural  or  vo- 

Jj^'JfJx^luntary;  of  all  fenfe  and  knowledge,  appetite  and  plaf- 

e«f,ArM^ra.  iion :)  that  death  which  is  caufed  by  the  violent  difunion 

^int«v«ri.  ^y  diflocation;   by  diftempering;   by  whatfoever  indif- 

▼w^*  ^^"^  a^w^w#  ^^ 

Qd,  X.  tfio.  pofing  the  parts,  humours,  fpirits  of  the  body,  fo  that  the 
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ibul  can  no  longer  In  and  by  them  exercife  thofe  func'-> 
tions,  for  which  its  conjundion  thereto  was  intended^  and 
cannot  therefore  fitly  reiide  therein  :  that  death  which  is 
fuppofed  to  coniift  in  the  diflblution  of  that  vital  band 
(whatever  it  be)  whereby  the  foul  is  linked  and  united  to 
the  body ;  or  in  that,  which  is  thereupon  confequent,  the 
departure,  feparation,  and  abfence  of  the  foul  from  the 
body ;  each  of  that  couple^  upon  their  divorce^  returning 
home  to  their  original  principles,  as  it  were;  the  body  /o  Eccl. zii. 7* 
the  ettrthf  whence  it  was  taken;  and  the  Jpirit  unto  Godpi^y^'^^ 
who  gave  it,  as  it  is  in  the  Preacher.     Such  caufea..ante« 
Cedent  are  fpecified  in  the  ftory ;  fuch  figns  following  are 
pbonly  implied;  fuch  a  (late  is  exprefled,  in  the  fame 
ttnns,  whereby  our  death  is  commonly  fignified.    The 
ikme  extremity  of  angui(h,  the  fame  dilaceration  of  parts, 
the  fame  efiufion  of  blood  (which  would  deftroy  our  vital 
temper,  quench  our  natural  heat,  ftop  our  animal  motion, 
exhauft  our  fpirits,  extrude  our  breath)  did  work  upon 
and  neceflarily  produce  the  like  effe£ts  upon  him,  (as  hav- 
ing aflumed  the  common  infirmities  and  imperfeflions  of  j^ 
our  nature ;)  in  regard  to  which  violences  in(fli£ied  upon  30. 
him,  he  is  faid  to  hejlain,  to  be  difpatchedy  to  be  cut  off,  to  ^jj^.^^^ 
be  taken  away,  to  be  dejlroyed,  to  hejlaughtered,  to  hejh'  lia.  Uii*  s. 
crifioed,  (chroxrcmo'dai,  Sifl^fip/^fO'dai,  avaiptia-lbcu,  AmXiir^M,  ^^^  ^^  ^^ 
cfama^M,  ^uia^stt,)  which  words  fully  import  a  real  and  J^«  ▼•  * 
prc^r  death  to  have  enfued  upon  thofe  violent  ufages  to- 
ward him.    And  by  the  ordinary  figns  of  death,  appa- 
rent to  fenfe,  the  foldiers  judged  him  dead;  and  therefore, 
fig  fISov  n^^  Tt^xira,  feeing  him  already  dead,  they  forbare  John  zix. 
to  break  his  legs ;  by  the  fame  all  the  world  being  fatis-  ^^* 
fied  thereof;  both  his  fpiteful  enemies,  that  ftood  with 
delight  waiting  for  this  utmoft  fuccefs  of  their  malicious 
endeavours  to  deftroy  him,  and  his  loving  friends,  thatMtrkshr. 
with  compaffionate  refpeft  attended  upon  him  through  ^j^e  xxUi. 
the  courfe  of  his  fufiering;  and  thofe  who  were  ready  to^^. 
perform  their  laft  ofiices  of  kindnefs  in  procuring  the  de-  ^5. 
cent  burial  of  his  body.    His  tranfition  alfo  into,  and  his 
abiding  in,  this  fiate,  are  exprefled  by  terms  declaring  the 
propriety  of  his  death,  and  its  agreement  with  our  death, 
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Mark  xv.    fuch  as  was  before  defcribed ;  St.  Mark  telb  us,  that  i(f- 
^^'  %vtv(r€j    {animam  efflavit,    he   breathed  out  his  Jbul,  or 

Mtituxxvii. breathed  out  his  Iqft  breath;  he  expired:)   St.  Matthew, 
afiffiCB  TO  'irveufjM ;  (he  /&/  £^  his  Jpirit^  or  gfai;e  t^  the  ghojij 
John  xix.    animam  egit :)     St.  John,  «r«(^ff$floxf  ro  oyft/fMt ;  (he  ife/i- 
®®'  vtfred  Mp  hisfpirit  into  God's  hands :)  St.  Luke  mentions 

Luke  xsiii.  it  done  with  a  formal  and  exprefs  refignation ;  F^ther^ 
^^'  into  thy  hands! commend  (or  depofe,  vM^arri^i^Mv)  fnyjpi" 

Johnxv.i3.n7.    Himfelf  alfo  frequently  expreiles  his  dying  by  layit^ 
&c.xiii.37.^"''*   Aii  life;  by  be/lowing  his  life  a  ranfom ;  which 
1  John  iii.  {hews  him  really  to  have  parted  with  it.    His  death  like- 
Mir  i/wkv     wife  (as  ours  commonly  by  excedere  e  vwis,   and  like 
?Pct.  i  1 5.  ?^^^^)  ^s  termed  Sf oSo^,  a  going  out  of  life,  a  leaving 
tiH^f-        the  fodety  of  men,  Luke  ix.  31.     Mofes  and  fUiaa  are 
Aaixx.99.^jj  to  tell  Tijv  ^o8ov  a^ovy  his  deceafe,  which  he  (hould  ac- 
complifh  at  Jerufalem ;  and  fitriScunif  a  pafling  over  from 
JohnxULLthis  world;  Wheuy  faith  St.  John,  Jefus  knew  that  Us 
time  was  corner  7m  fteraSp,  that  he  Jhould  depart  frmn  this 
world.    His  death  alfo  by  himfelf  is  enigmatically  de- 
fcribed by  the  deftru&ion  (or  demolifhment)  of  his  bodily 
temple,  anfwerable  to  thofe  circumlocutions  conoeming 
3Cor.v.  i.our  common  death;  in  St.  Paul,  the  dijfolution  of  our 
earthly  hotife  or  tabernacle^  (or  traniitory  abode ;)  in  St. 
3  Pet.i.  14.  Peter,  avo^fo-i^  toO  cxrivdifuaTOSy  the  laying  down,  or  putting 
off  J  our  tabernacle* 

It  were  alfo  not  hard  to  (hew,  how  all  other  phrafes 

and  circumlocutions  by  which  human  death  is  exprefled 

either  in  the  Scripture,  or  in  ufual  language,  or  indeed 

among  philofophers  and  more  accurate   fpeakers,    are 

either  exprefsly  applied,  or  by  confequence  from  what  is 

expreflTed  appear  applicable,  to  our  Saviour:  fuch,  for  in-* 

9Tim.iv.6.ftance,   as    thefe  in   Scripture;  ifahjuvt^j  being   refolved 

LukeH.'ag.^"^^   our  principles,  or  the  returning  of  them  thither, 

9  Cor.  V.  8.  whence  they  came ;  axoXwrtgy  a  being  freed,  licenfed,  or 

A€b  xiii.    difmifled  hence ;  hx^f/uU  ex  t5  cifjLctTo$j  a  going  abroad, 

^'  or  abiding  abroad ;  a  peregrination,  or  abfenting  from  the 

8.  xlix.  33,  body ;   an  Sxtucnfy  putting  oflf,  or  being  divefted  of  the 

K^'xxxi.     ^^^y  9  ^  ct^viafMg,  difappearing,  ceafing  (in  appearance) 

ult.  &c      to  be;  going  hence,  and  not  being  feen;  a- Sailing  on  fleepj 
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refttngiroin  labonrs;  to  fleepwith  his  fathers;  a  being Jer. ».  19. 
added  unto  our  fathers,  gathered  to  our  people ;  being  ^'y."/  J* 
taken  or  cut  out  of  the  land  of  the  living;  going  downcxliii.V' 
into  the  pit ;  lying  down,  retting,  fleeping  in  the  duft,  i".^;ni; 
&c.  making  our  bed  in  darknefs.  is- 

Thefe  and  fuch  like  phrafes  occurring  in   Scripture,  ao,  &c. 
(which  might  be  paralleled  out  of  common  fpeech  and^°**/"-^^- 
more  learned  difcourfes,)  defcribing  either  the  entrance  11.  xxi.  96* 
into,  or  the  abiding  in,  the  ftate  of  that  death,  to  which  {^^^jji.  '* 
all  men  are  obnoxious,  might  eafily  be  (hewed  applicable  19. 
to  the  death  of  dUr  Saviour.    But  I  will  not  farther  infill 
iqx>n  confirmation  of  a  point  fo  clear,  and  never  quef- 
tioned  but  by  the  wild  and  prefumptuous  fancies  of  fome 
heretics. 

Our  Saviour's  death  then  was  a  true,  real,  ahd  proper 
death,  fuitable  to  that  frail,  paflSble,  mortal  nature,  which 
he  vouchfafed  to  undertake  for  us;  to  the  condition  ofRom.viii.a. 
finful  fiefh,  in  the  likenefs  of  which  he  did  appear ;  fepa^ 
rating  his  foul  and  body,  and  remitting  them  to  their 
ori^nal  fources.     His  paifion  was  indeed  tdtimum  fuppli* 
ciumj  an  extreme  capital  punifhment,  the  higheft  in  the 
laft  refult  which  either  the  fierceft  injufiice  or  the  fe- 
vered juflice  could  in  this  world  inflii^ ;  for  to  kill  /A^Mattz^ts. 
body  is,  as  our  Saviour  teaches  us,  the  extreme  limit  of 
all  human  power  and  malice;  the  moft  and  word  man 
can  do ;  they  have  not  cjapKro-^s^^v  riy  any  thing  beyond  Luke  xii.  4. 
that,  which  they  can  attempt  upon  us :  and  fo  far  they 
proceeded  with  our  Saviour :  [the  willing  undergoing  of 
which  alfo  is  the  higheft  expreflion  of  kindnefs,  (if  it  be 
done  upon  that  account;)  for.  Greater  love  than  this  hath JohnxY.ia. 
no  many  than  that  one  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends  i 
the  greateft  atteftation  to  the  truth;  the  perfe£teft  in- 
flance  of  obedience,  fubmiflion,  and  patience  refpe£tively : 
to  aflert  truth,  to  follow  righteoufnefs,  to  adhere  to  con- 
fcience,  to  refift  fin,  iit«x^«j  olfAaro^y  as  far  as  to  blood,  (as  it  Hcb.  xU.  4. 
is  in  the  lath  to  the  Hebrews,)  not  to  love  our  life,  ixfiRcv.xii.n. 
davoTovy   (unto  the  death,  when  death  is  threatened,)  is 
the  utmoft  that  man  can  do.]     But, 

Il»  We  may  confider  thofe  peculiar  adjunds  and  re-* 
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fpeAs  of  our  Saviour's  death,  (annexing  thereto  hereafter 
in  our  difcourfe,  for  avoiding  repetition,  his  whole  paffion 
generally  taken,  whereof  his  death  was  the  chief  part  and 
final  completion;)  thofe  adjun£ls,  I  fay,  and  thofe  re- 
ipe^  which  commend  it  to  our  regard,  and  amplify  the 
worth  thereof;  its  being  a  refult  of  God's  eternal  delibe- 
ration and  decree ;  a  matter  of  free  confent  and  compaft 
between  God  the  Father  and  his.  only  Son ;  its  being  an- 
ciently prefigured  and  predi&ed ;  its  being  executed  by 
God's  hand  and  providence  guiding,  by  man's  adion 
concurring ;  its  being  the  death  of  a  perfon  fo  holy  and 
innocent,  fo  high  and  excellent ;  of  the  Son  of  God,  yea, 
of  God  himfdf. 

I.  It  was  a  refult  of  God's  eternal  counfel  and  decree; 
no  cafual  event,  no  expedient  fuddenly  devifed;  but  a 
defign  from  all  eternity,  contrived  by  <^vine  wifdom,  re- 
folved  upon  by  divine  goodnefs :  as  Grod  did  then  forefee 
our  lapfe  and  mifery,  fo  he  did  as  foon  determine  our  re^ 
medy ;  as  the  whole  of  that  myfterious  difpeniation  con- 
cerning Chrift,  fo  did  efpecially  this  main  part  thereof, 
Eph.iii.  11.  proceed  xord  wfi^io'iv  vm  euanwv^  according  to  an  eternal 
Rev.sUi.  s.purpofe :  for  our  Saviour  was  a  Lamb Jlain from  thefouri' 
\yduU\99dation  of  the  world:  We  were  redeemed  by  the  precious 
*^'  blood  of  Chri/lf  as  a  lamb  without  blemijh  and  without 

Jpot ;  tD'^fyvaxTftfyov  /tey,  foreordained  indeed    before    the 
foundation  of  the  world :  our  Saviour  went  (he  tells  us) 
to  fuffer  KOTot,  TO  i^KTfiivoVf  according  to  what  was  deter^ 
Aas  ii.  9S.  mined ;  it  was  by  the  determinate  counfel  and  foreknow* 
ledge  of  God,  that  he  was  delivered  up  to  thofe  wicked 
hands  that  flew  him :  nor  did  the  confpiracy  of  Herod 
and  Pilate  with  the  nations  and  people  of  the  Jews  efieA 
AaiiT.fiS.  any  thing  therein  beyond  Sra  ^  ;^e)p,  xa)  ^  /Soc/Xij  0fo5«rpoflB- 
(lo-f  ywio-^otfy  whatever  the  hand  and  the  counfel  of  God 
bad  predeftinated  to  be  performed.     God's  fo  great  care 
and  providence,  fo  exprefsly  commended  to  our  obfer- 
vation,  do  argue  the  high  worth  and  confequence  of  this 
death; 

a.  It  was  a  matter  of  free  confent  and  compaA  be- 
tween God  and  our  Saviour.    God  freely  profiered,  if  he 
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would  undertake  to  redeem  his  creature^  a  comfortable 
and  honourable  fuccefs  thereto;  he  willkigly  embraced 
the  condition  ;  IVhen  thoujhalt  make  thy  foul  an  qfferingjiOi.  nil.  10; 
thou  Jkalt  fee  thy  fi^  and  prolong  thy  days,  and  the  plea*  '^* 
Jure  of  the  Lord  Jhall  pro/per  in  thy  hand:  thoujhalt  fee 
of  the  travail  ofthyfoul^  and  befatisfied;  that  wmb  God's 
propofition  :  Loj  I  eome.to  do  thy  willf  0  God,  was  ourHtb.  x.7. 
Saviour's  anfwer  in  correfpondence  and  eonfent  thereto.*' 
God^  in  confideration  of  his  fufferings^  did  8iar(dfo-d0y  /Soon*  Lokcxxji^ 
Xilm,  covenant  to  him  a  kingdom  ;  commit  to  him  a  fo«-*^ 
▼ereign  authority,  affign  him  an  univerfal  domimon:  Sn 
virtue  of  which  tranfa£tion  it  was,  that  Jefus^for  thefuf--  Heb.  U.  9. 
feting  of  death,  was  crowned  with  glory  and  honour  $  thatlfii.  liii.  is. 
he  pouring  out  his  foul  unto  death,  God  divided  him  a  por^ 
tion  with  the  great;  that  he  being  obedient  to  the  death,Vhi\.\u9,9. 
God  exalted  him,  and  gave  him  a  name  above  all  names. 
In  this  regard  are  God's  eled  and  faithful  people  faid  to 
he  given  to  him,  as  a  retribution  to  him  who  gave  himfelf 
for  them ;  that  we  are  faid  to  be  bought  by  him,  and  the^m.  i.  4. 
Church  purchafed  by  his  blood.    There  was  therefore  a ,  c^|  '^*** 
covenant  between  God  and  his  Son  concerning  this  af-^Op 
fair :  and  of  great  eonfideration  furely  mud  that  affair  be,  Aasszlss! 
wherein  fuch  Perfons  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak)  fo  intereft  them- 
felves,  do  traffic,  as  it  were,  and  fland  upon  terms  with 
each  other. 

3.   Farther;  that  the  excellency  and  efficaey  of  this 
death  and  paflion  might  appear,  it  was  by  manifold  types 
forefhadowed,  and  in  divers  prophecies  foretold.     Indeed 
moft  famous  pafTages  of  providence  (efpecially  the  fignal 
aflKdions  of  eminent  perfons  reprefenting  our  Saviour) 
feem  to  have  been  preludes  unto  and  prefigurations  of 
his  paflion:  the  blood  of  the  righteous  protomartyr  Abel,  Lukexi. 51. 
fhed  by  envy,  for  acceptable  obedience  to  God's  will,  ^^*^'*^" 
and  crying  for  vengeance,  feems  to  have  prefigured  that 
Mood,  which  cried  alfo,  though  with  another  voice,  and 
Jpake  better  things  than  the  blood  of  Abel;  not  complsunts  Heb.  xii. 
and  fuits  for  vengeance,  but  entreaties  and  interceflions  ^^*  '**  ^* 
for  mercy.    Ifaac,  (the  only  fon,  the  fon  of  promife,}  his 
oblation  in  purpofe,  and  death  in  parable,  (as  the  Apoftle 
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Hcb.xi.i7,  to  the  Hel^rews  fpeaks,)  did  plainly  reprefent  our  Saviour^ 
i»r«f«c«xj.  ^be  promifed  feed,  his  being  really  ofiered,  and  afterward 
reftored  to  life.     Jofeph's  being  fold  and  put  into  flavcry 
by  his  envious  brethren ;  being  flanderoufly  accufed  and 
Pf.  cv.  18.  fhut  iu  prifon,  {whqfefeet  they  hurt  with  fetters;  the  iron 
entered  into  his  foul;)  and  this  by  God's  difpofal,  in  order 
Gen.xlv.5.to  his  exaltation,  that  he  might  be  a  means  to  preferve 
life,  and  prepare  convenient  habitation  for  the  children  of 
Lukcxxiv.  Ifrael,  dgth  referable  him,  who  by  fufFering  entered  into 
Hcb.  V.  9.  glory ;  who  being  thereby  perfe6ted,  became  author  of 
Johnxiv.s.falvation  to  his  brethren,  all  true  Ifraelites;  who  went  to 
prepare  manfjons  of  red  and  light,  a  heavenly  Gofhen,  for 
them.    David's  perfecutions  preceding  his  royal  dignity 
and  profperous  ftate,   (which  he  exprefles  iii  no  lower 
PC  xylii,  4,  ftrain  than  by  faying,  Theforrows  of  death  compqjffed  me, 
**  and  tlie  floods  of  ungodly  men  made  me  afraid :  the  for^ 

rows  of'  hell  compaffed  me  about ;  the  fnares  of  death  pre* 
^    vented  me^)  how  they  may  adumbrate  the  more  real  ex- 
tremities of  our  Saviour's  afHi£tion,  previous  to  his  glo- 
rious exaltation,  I  leave  you  to  conlider ;  as  alfo  the  reft 
qf  fuch  paflages,  of  a  like  myfterious  importance :  how- 
ever all  the  facriiices  of  old,  inflituted  by  God,  we  may 
more  confidently  affirm  to  have  been  chiefly  preparatory 
unto  and  prefigurative  of  this  mod  true  and  perfeA  facrifice; 
Hcb.  ix.  33.  by  virtue  indeed  of  which  thofe  xncohlyiuara  and  (rxioi,  thofe 
viiu  5.        umbratic  reprefentations  obtained  any  validity  or  eflFe£t:  if 
they  did  not  fignify  this  in  defign,  they  could  figniiy  nothing 
Heb.  ix.99.  in  efiedl :  for  as  without  fhedding  of  blood  there  was  no  remif" 
fiouy  (God's  anger  could  not  be  appeafed,  his  juftice  could 
not  be  iatisfied  without  it ;  it  being  blood  that  maketh 
atonement  for  the  foul,  God  fo  requiring,  as  it  is  in  the  Law, 
Levit.  xvii.  ii.)  which  the  inftitution  of  thofe  facrifices 
Heb.  X.  4.  did  fpeak  and.  fignify ;  fo  it  was  impoilible,  that  the  blood 
»*•  9, 15.    ^f  hulls  and  goats  fliould  take  away  fin  5  that  thofe  legal 
gifts  and  facrifices  ihould  pcrfe£l  the  confcience  of  him 
that  did  the  fervice ;  that  is,  entirely  afiure  him  of  par* 
dpn  and  impunity.     The  fouls  of  beads,  were  not  in  value 
fuitablej  coukl  not  fitly  be  furrogated  in  the  dead  of  men's 
fouls,  which  ha(l  ofl'ended,  and  were  therefore  liable  to 
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death :  the  effufion  of  their  blood  could  not  reafonably 

(atisfy  a  man's  confcience^  fenfible  of  guilty  and  fearful  of 

God's  difpleafure/ that  by  it  God  was  fully  appeafed: 

they  muft  therefore  refer  unto  a  better  facrifice,  more  fuf-  Heb.ix.oa. 

ficient  in  itfclf,  more  acceptable  to  God^  in  virtue  of,  in 

refpe£t  to  which  fin  might  be  thoroughly  expiated,  God's 

vengeance  removed,  man's  mind  comforted  and  contented. 

The  high-pried's  folemn  entrance,  once  a  year,  into  theHcb.  ix.  7. 

holy  of  holies,  not  without  blood,  to  atone  for  his  own 

and  the  people's  ignorances,  did  imply,  that  our  great 

High-Pried  Hiould  make  a  bloody  atonement  for  the  fins 

pf  mankind,  and  pafling  through  the  veil  of  mortal  fleib, 

(bould  enter  into  the  true  JanSia  Jan6iorum  of  heaven,  Heb.  ^  94. 

there  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us.    The  Paf-  Ezod.  xU. 

chal  lamb  efpecially,  in  its  fubflance,  (as  a  lamb,  meek 

and  gentle;)  in  its  quality,  without  blemiih  or  fpot,  (holy 

and  innocent;)  in  its  manner  of  preparation  and  drefling, 

(being  killed  by  all   the    aflembly,    having    its    blood 

fprinkled  upon  the  doors  of  every  houfe;  being  roafted 

iifrith  fire ;  having  bitter  herbs  for  its  fauce ;)  with  other 

obfervable  circumdances,  was  a  mod  appofite  emblem  of 

Chrid  our  Padbver,  who  not  only  by  his  death  did  fig- 

mfy  and  mind  us  of,  but  really  eSeA,  our  deliverance 

ffXRm  the  mydical  Egypt,  our  date  of  fpiritual  bondage. 

So  did  ancient  types  exhibit;  and  plain  predictions  alfo 

did  exprefs  the  fame  death  and  fuffering  of  our  Saviour ) 

Thq/e  things,  laith  St.  Peter,  which  God  before  had Jhewed h€t%\\\,  le. 

by  the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets,  that  Chriftjhouldjuffer, 

he  hath  fo  fulfilled :  not  one  prophet  only,  but  all  (either 

plainly,  or  covertly ;  either  direSly,  or  by  confequence) 

have  ihewed  it :  it  is  our  negligence  or  dupidity,  if  we  do 

not  difcem  it;  0  fools,  and  flow  of  heart,  faith  our  Sa-Lukcxxiv. 

viour,  io  believe  all  that  the  prophets  have  fpoken!  otf^A^  y^J  ^J^l^ 

not  Chri/i  (according  to  their  predictions)  io  havefuffered%v\\lQu 

ihefe  things,  andfo  to  enter  into  his  glory  P  Thskt  David,  aa^,^"^;. 

an  iUudrious  reprefentative  of  the  Meflias,  doth  often,  as  Vid.  Pfal. 

belonging  to  himfelf,  defcribe  mortal  agonies  and  fufTer-  &c.  Uxu. 

in^not  applicable  xora  Aij^iv,  in  direCi  hidorical  meaning, 

to  bift  own  perfon,  and  therefore  in  reafon,  according  to 
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a  higher  and  truer  fenfe,  to  be  underftood  of  the  Mefiias ; 
that  Daniel  exprefsly  foretells  both  the  thing  and  the 
time,  that  and  when  the  Meffias  fhould  be  cut  off;  that 
Ifaiah  in  feveral  places  doth  infinuate,  and  in  the  famous 
fifty-third  chapter  of  Ifaiah  doth  clearly  defcribe^  the 
manner  and  kind  of  our  Saviour's  paflion,  is  fo  evident, 
that  the  Jews  themfelves  have  acknowledged  there  muft 
be  one  Meffias  to  fufier,  as  another  to  triumph  and  reign 
in  glory ;  being  fo  grofs  as  not  to  apprehend  the  confift- 
Lukexzii.  ency  between  antecedent  fuffering  and  confequent  glory; 
(between  a  night  of  darknefs  and  forrow,  and  a  day  of 
light  and  joy  breaking'  out  from  it ;)  not  to  ^ftingiuih 
between  an  external  pomp  in  this,  and  an  eternal  majtkj 
in  the  future  (late.  But  to  us  God's  fo  forward  care,  by 
1  Ptui.  11.  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  in  his  Prophets,  vpofiaprvpiv^aif  as  St. 
Peter  fpeaks,  to'forewitnefs  (to  ieftify  beforehand)  the 
fufferings  of  our  Saviour,  and  the  glories  fucceeding,  doth 
imply  with  what  attention  we  (hould  regard,  with  what 
firmnefs  of  faith  embrace  this  article. 

4.  We  may  coniider  alfo  that  this  death  was  executed 
by  God's  efpecial  providence  direding  and  difpofing  it; 
though   not    without    man's  a^ve  concurrence.      The 
treacherous  difpoiition  and  covetous  appetite  of  Judas; 
the  envious  humour  and  blind  zeal  of  the  priefts;  the 
wanton  ficklenefs  and  wild  rudenefs  of  the  people;  the 
fearful  and  felfifti  temper  of  the  governor,  were  but  inflru- 
A6b  iv.  ss.  ments,  by  which  God's  own  hand  did  infliA  this  fore 
4^    "**  '  chaftifement  upon  his  own  Son  for  us  j  it  was  the  Lord 
Aai  xiii.    that  laid  upon  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all ;  by  God  he 
1  Cor.  ii.  8.  wasjiricken^fmitteny  and  affii&ed.    The  Jews  with  their 
Aas  ill.  17.  rulers  proceeded  raflily  and  ignorantly,  but  God  advifedly 
34.  did  accomplifli  it,  (as  St.  Peter  in  the  Ads  :)  he  did  not 

Kom.  viii.  fpare  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us :  he  fuf- 
pended  his  bowels  of  pity,  (as  it  were,)  he  withdrew  his 
face  of  kindnefs  from  him,  out  of  mercy  and  benignity  to 
us ;  he  ufed  him  feverely,  that  he  might  deal  favourably 
with  us.  Yet  did  man  alfo  a^vely  concur  herein;  all 
mankind  (by  their  reprefentatives,  as  it  were)  was  in- 
volved, as  in  the  guilt  for  which,  fo  in  the  guih  by  which 
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he  fufiered :  there  was  a  general  confpiracy  praAifed  of 
Jew  and  Gentile  agiunft  the  life  of  their  Saviour;  Of  a AAs  i^.a;. 
iruthj  faith  St.  Peter,  againfi  thy  holy  child,  whom  thou 
hqfl.  anointed,  were  gathered  together  both  Herod  and  Pon^ 
Hm$  Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles,  and  with  the  people  of  If- 
raeL  tn  the  Jews,  man's  horrid  ingratitude,  in  the 
Gentiles,  his  wretched  infirmity  did  appear;  which  by 
their  aAive  efficacy  did  fignify  the  meritorious  influence 
they  had ;  that  it  was  man's  iniquity  and  infirmity  which 
did  caufe  our  Saviour's  death :  which  thus,  as  a  work  of 
divine  Providence,  (the  mofl  admirable  work  ever  done 
by  Providence,)  as  an  a&  of  human  pravity,  (the  mofl 
heinous.  b&  ever  committed  by  man,)  is  confiderable. 

5.  But  immediately  the  quality  and  condition  of  our 
Sainour's    perfon  do  mofl  commend   and  advance  the 
worth  of  his  death ;  If,  as  the  Pfalmifl  fings,  precious  in  Pf^cxvLis. 
thejight  of  the  Lord  is  tlie  death  of  his  faints;  if  the  fpot-  i'jobnm.5. 
lefs  candour,  the  unblemifhed  integrity  of  a  lamb,  do<^r*y*3i« 
make  its  blood  precious,  render  it  a  fit  and  acceptable  fa- 
crifice ;  how  valuable  fhall  the  death  of  a  perfon  fo  holy 
and  innocent,  who  did  not  fo  much  as  know  fin^  in  u/Ao/e  Hebb?i].96. 
mouth  no  guile  was  ever  found,  who  was  removed  (at  in- 
finite diflance)  from  finners !  If  the  life  of  a  king  be,  assSam.ziriii. 
David's  people  told  him,  worth  ten  thoufand  lives,  and*'"*'*^' 
it  be  high  treafon  to  imagine  his  death  ;  how  confiderable 
mufl  the  death  be  of  a  perfon  fo  tranfcendent  in  dignity, 
the  Lord  of  glory,  the  Prince  of  life  !  Ye  denied  the  Holy  A6b  iii.  i4, 
and  the  Ju/l  One  ;  ye  flew  the  Prince  of  life:  They  crucified  {  ^^^  j|^  ^ 
the  Lord  of  glory:  fo  the  ApofUes  aggravate  the  bufinefs. 
But  an  infinity  of  worth  and  efficacy  mud  needs  accrue  to 
the  death  of  our  Saviour,  from  his  being  the  Son  of  God, 
from  his  being  God.    That  the  immortal  God  fhould  die, 
the  Mofl  High  fo  debafed,  as  it  cannot  be  heard  without 
wonder,  fo  it  could  not  be  done  without  huge  reafon  and 
mighty  effeA :  well  might  one  drop  of  that  royal  blood 
of  heaven  fuffice  to  purchafe  many  worlds,  to  ranfom  in- 
numerable lives  of  men,  to  expiate  an  infinity  of  fins. 

III.  But  let  us  confider  the  caufes  moving  to  it,  and 
the  ends  defigned  thereby ;  together  with  the  efleds  con-* 
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fequent  therenpon,  (tbofe  in  nature  being  dther  the  fame, 

or  joined  with  the  ends  thereof.)     The  determining  it  by 

God,  the  undertaking  of  it  by  our  Saviour,  were  s&s  moft 

Ifa.  liii.  io.abfolutely  free  and  voluntary.     On  the  Father's  part :  h 

Pf.  zl.  7,  g.pkafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him,  faith  the  Prophet ;  Behold^ 

I  come  to  do  thy  will ;  (that  is,  to  offer,  not  the  Hood  of 

Heb.  z.  7*  beafts  in  facrifice,  but  my  own  body,  according  tothj 

wUl,  as  it  is  expounded  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews:) 

lohnz,  iB.This  command,  faith  our  Saviour,  I  received  of  my  Father^ 

John  zviii.  viz.  to  lay  down  my  life :  and,  The  cup  which  my  Father 

**•  hath  given  me  to  drink,  Jhall  I  not  drink  it  f  On  our  Sa- 

Johnz.  is.viour's  part:  None,  faith  he,  taketh  my  life  from  me,  ^t 

is  by  no  neceflity  or  compulfion;)  hut  I  lay  it  down  ofmy- 

felf:  I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  have  power  to  re- 

ioYiTi^\.b\fnme  it:  and,  The  bread  which  I  Jltall  give  is  my  fUtjh, 

Msttt.  zzl.  which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of  the  world :  The  Son  of 

^®'  man  came  to  give  his  life  a  ranfomfor  mahy.    The  yidd- 

Gal*  i.  4.    ing  of  his  flefh  to  death  was  a  gift  abfolutely  iree ;  IVho 

gave  himfelffor  ourjins,  according  to  the  will  of  God  and 

our  Father. 

Thus  did  this  death  proceed  from  the  joint  wills  of  God 
and  his  Son  :  yet  as  the  volitions  of  every  wife  and  un- 
derftanding  agent  are  in  a  manner  determined  or  direSLed 
by  fome  caufe,  (and  grounded  upon  fome  reafon,)  fo  the 
caufes  and  reafons  of  thefe  voluntary  a6ls  in  Scripture  are 
declared  to  have  been  feveral.  The  main  impulfive  caufes 
were  two,  (one  internally  difpoiing,  the  other  externally 
inviting,)  God's  goodnefs,  and  man's  diftrefs.  Mankind 
lying  in  a  fad  and  forlorn  eftate ;  enilaved  to  fin,  opprefled 
by  Satan,  fubjeA  to  a  rigorous  law,  expofed  to  the  feve- 
rity  of  juftice,  tormented  by  the  fenfe  of  guilt,  fearful  of 
divine  wrath  and  vengeance  ;  in  fliort,  condemned  by  the 
fentence  of  heaven,  and  by  the  fuffrage  of  his  own  con- 
fcience,  to  punidiment  unavoidable,  to  mifery  intolerable ; 
he,  I  fay,  lying  in  fo  defperately  uncomfortable  a  condi- 
tion, God's  infinite  goodnefs  regarded  his  poor  creature ; 
his  bowels  of  compafllion  yearned  toward  him ;  thence  was 
he  moved  to  provide  fuch  a  remedy  fufficient  and  fuitable 
to  his  delivery,  for  the  curing  all  thofe  didempers^  the 
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moving  all  thofe  mifchiefs.     The  main  fpring  of  all  this 
wonderful  performance  (as  of  all  other  providential  difpen- 
&tions  and  actions  ad  extra)  was  that  mod  excellent  per* 
feftion  of  God ;  which  in  refpeft  to  this  matter  is  fome- 
times  teamed  x^ijswij,  benignity,  or  bounty,  (implying  Tit.  iii.  4. 
the  great  benefit  we  receive  thence^)  fometimes  favour  or  Rom.iu.24. 
grace,  (fignifying  the  pure  freenefs  in  difpenfing  it,  with-  ^^^*  ^"** 
out  any  defert  on  our  part ;  By  the  grace  of  Gody  he  tq/led  Heb.  U.  9. 
death  for  every  man;)  fometimes  love  and  philanthropy,  JobaiiLift. 
(intimating  the  regard  God  had  to  us  as  his  creatures,  3 '^'' ^' 
and  as  capable  of  being  benefited  and  bettered  by  himi 
Herein  Ged  commends  his  love  toward  us,  in  that  we  he^  Rom.  ▼.  8. 
M!£r  y^'  finners  Chri/i  died  for  vs  :  Charift  loved  us,  and  de^  Eph.  t.  a. 
Uveredup  himfelfan  offering  and  focrifice  to  God;)  fome* 
times  inercy,  (connoting  our  bad  deferts,  our  obnoxioij^- 
nefs  to  juftice  and  pimiflinient ;)  fometimes  pity,  (fignify- 
ing the  need  we  had  thereof,  our  mifery  and  diftrefs. 
Such  were  the  impulfive  caufes,  difpofing  and  occafion- 
imr:  to  which  we  may  add  our  fins  as  the  meritorious  1  Cor. zT.a. 
caufe;  He  died  for  our  Jins;  He  was  wounded  far  our  tram-yl^^^^^lY^ 
greffumSy  bruifed  for  our  iniquities;  the  chqflifement  of  our  Ifiuliii.3, 6. 
feace  tiuas  upon  him :  he  died  for  us,  not  as  men  only,  not  g^  &^  '   ' 
as  miferable,  but  as  finners :  had  we  been  guiltlefs,  there 
had  wanted  fufiicient  caufe  and  juft  reafon  of  his  death  : 
God  would  not  have  been  angry,  jufiice  could  have  had  no 
pretence  or  hold ;  we  ihould  not  have  fuffered  ourfelves, 
nor  could  he  have  fuffered  for  us :  Death  is  the  debt  (theRoro.vt33. 
wages)  €lue  to  Jin;  which  he  therefore  paid,  becaufe  we 
owed  and  could  not  difcharge  it;  jiU  we  like  Jheep  Aat^Iia. liii.  6. 
gone  a/iray  ;  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way,  and 
(therefore)  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  its 
all. 

As  for  the  ends  aimed  at,  and  the  effeds  produced 
hereby,  they  are  in  the  Scripture  account  and  exprei&on 
reckoned  various ;  principally  thefe. 

I.  The  illuftratipos  of  God'»  glory,  (by  demonftrating 
and  difplaying  his  mod  excellent  attributes  and  perfec- 
U<HW^  H^hom  Gody  faith  St.  Paul,  hath  fet  forth  a  propi-  Rom.iii.as. 
tiatio9if  eU  iiii^i^  'n^  Sucaioo-uvi);  ourou,  for  a  iemtrnftration 
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of  his  righieaufnefs ;  that  is,  of  his  goodnefs,  liis  juflioe^ 
his  fincerity,  his  conftancy,  and  all  fuch  laudable  perfec« 
tions  which  may  be  ufed  in  dealing  with  others ;  for  fo  I 
take  righteoufnefs  to  fignify.) 

2.  The  dignifying  and  exaltation  of  our  Saviour  him- 
felf ;  by  acquiring  unto  him  (as  it  were)  a  new  right  untOi 
and  inflating  him  in,  an  univerfal  dominion;  in  a  tranfbend- 
ent  glory,  joy,  and  happinefs,  accruing  to  him  by  defert 
Roiii.xif.9.and  reward ;  For  to  this  end,  St.  Paul  tells  us,  Ckrifl  diedf 
Xfa  vixpwf  xai  ^mvroov  xupifvo^,  that  he  might  be  Lord  of  the^ 
Keb.  u.  9,  dead  and  living  f  for  the  fuffering  of  death  he  was  croum* 
10.  XII.  a.  ^  ^if^  glory  and  honour  y  the  Prince  of  our  falvation  was 
perfeBed  hy  fuffering  ;  for  the  joy  that  was  Jet  before  him 
Pbil.iu899.  he  endured  the  crofs :  he  was  obedient  unto  death;  therefore 
God  exalted  him:  it  was  agreed  and  defigned,  that  he 
Ifa.  liii.  iKfhould  fee  the  travail  of  his  frmlj  and  befatisfied. 
Gal.  Hi.  13.     3.  The  falvation  of  mankind;  thereby  redeeming  115,  as 
^^^^'y*f^*'  St.  Paul  fpeaks,  (or  buying  us  out,)^of»  the  curje  of  the 
lawy  (procuring  indemnity  and  impunity  for  us,)  juftify- 
ing  us  in  God's  fight,  and  reconciling  us  to  God's  fiivour; 
Rom.  ▼.  9.  Being  jitftifiedy  faith  the  fame  Apoftle,  by  his  blood,  wejhall 
be  faved  by  him  from  wrath:  For  if  being  enemies,  we 
iPeuH.34.  tc'^e  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son:  bearing, 
taking  away,  expiating,  abolifhing,  procuring  pardon  for, 
Hch.\x.i7. purging  ^he  confcience  from,  c]eax)&ng  us  from  the  flain, 
John  t.  S9.  and  freeing  us  from  the  power  of  fin  and  dead  u/orhs  : 
Heb.  X.  4.  But  now,  faith  the  author  to  the  Hebrews,  once  in  the  end 
of  the  world  hath  he  appeared,  ilg  a^trffo-iv  dfutprlasf  to  the 
putting  away  (or  abolition)  of  Jin  by  the  facrifice  of  him'- 
1  Jobni.  hfelf:  and.  The  blood  of  Chrift,  faith  St.  John,  cleanfeth  us 
Rev.  i.  5.  from  all  Jin :  and,  IVho  loved  us,  and  wajhed  us  from  our 
Gal.  i.4.   fns  in  his  own  blood:  and,  tVho  gave  himfelffor  ourjlns. 
Tit.  ii.  14.  that  he  might  deliver  us  from  this  prefent  evil  world:  Who 
1  Pet.  I,  is.g^y^  himfelffor  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  mi- 
quity,  and  purify  unto  himfelfa  peculiar  people,  zealous  <f 
Rom.  viii.  good  works :   Who  Jhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of 
^*'  (who  fhall  criminate,  rig  iyxakhrm)  God^s  ele&f  who  Jhall 

condemn  ?  It  is  Chri/l  that  died.     In  fubordination  imto, 
coincidence  or  concurrence  with  thefe  ends,  our  Saviour 
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alfo  diedy  for  ^e  reparation  of  God's  honour^  recovery  of 
his  right,  and  fatisfaflion  of  his  juftice ;  for  the  ratifying 
the  new  covenant  between   God  and  us;  (whence  his 
blood  is   caUed  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  or  new  tefta- 
ment;)  for  the  reconciling  and  pacifying  all  things  in  hea^ 
ven  and  earth;  removing  all  caufes  of  diifention,  inducing 
obligations  of  concord  and  charity;  for  pulling  out  the 
fting  and  removing  the  terror  of  death ;  fupprefling  and 
triumphing  over  the  powers  of  hell;  deftroying  (or  defeat- Col.  ii.  15. 
iqg)  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  the  devil;  and  deli-  "***•  •*•  **» 
vering  them  who  through  fear  of  death  were  all  their  /i/e-Mmi^ 
time  fubje&  to  death  ;  for  engaging  us  to  all  righteoufhefs  ^'' 
and  obedience,  (efpecially  to  the  mod  excellent  and  moft 
difficult  parts  thereof,  charity,  meeknefs,  patience,  felf- 
denial,  utmoft  conftancy  and  perfeverance,)  both  from  our 
obligation  for  what  he  did,  and  in  imitation  of  his  ex- 
ample;  laftly,  for  attedation  unto  and  confirmation  of 
divine  truth ;  fealing  his  heavenly  do£irine  by  his  blood, 
and  witnefling  before  Pontius  Pilate  a  good  confeffion. 
Such  ends  did  the  death  and  paffion  of  our  Saviour  aim  1  Tim.  Vi. 
at^  fuch  fruits  did  grow  from  it;  which  the  time  hath j^^^^ ^^^^jj^ 
permitted  me  fcarce  curforily  to  mention.  37. 

As  for  the  pra6lical  influences  the  belief  and  confidera- 

tion  thereof  (hould  have  upon  us,  they  are  many  and 

great. 

It  (hould  oblige  us  to  the  higheft  degree  of  love  and 

thankfulnefs,  in  regard  to  this  higheft  exprefSon  of  love 

to  us:  it  (hould  beget  in  us  the  greateft/ai/A  and  hope  John  x^. 

in  God:  for  that.  He  which  did  not  fpare  his  own  Son,  but  I?' 

'  '  •''  '  Kom.  VIII. 

delivered  him  up  (to  death)  ybr  us  all,  how  fhall  he  not  32. 
with  him  alfo freely  give  us  all  things  P  it  (hould  work 
contrition  and  repentance  in  us  for  thofe  fins  which  mur- 
dered our  fo  good  friend  and  loving  Saviour:  it  (hould 
deter  and  make  us  carefully  to  avoid  them,  as  thofe  which 
ip  a  manner  exa£t  another  death  from  Mto,  and  crucify 
bim  afre(h,  and  vilify  the  precious  blood  of  the  cove?iant :  it  Heb.  vi.  6. 
(hould  difcover  to  us  their  heinoufnefs,  and  produce  in  us  ^'  ^^' 
a  vehement  deteftarion  and  dread  of  them ;  as  having 
provoked  God  to  fuch  a  degree  of  difpleafure;  cauiing 
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him  to  deal  fo  feverely  with  his  own  moft  dear  Soilj 

Luke  xxiii.  For  if  ihofe  things  were  done  (fuch  puniihments  were  in- 

^*'  fli£ied)  upon  a  green  tree,  (upon  a  perfon  fo  innocent,  fo 

precious,  fo  little  liable  to  the  fire  of  vengeance,)  what 

Jhall  he  done  to  the  dry,  (to  us,  that  are  fo  guilty,  fo  com- 

buAible,)  if  we  prefume  to  difpleafe  God  ?   it  (hould  en^ 

gage  us  to  a  patient  fubmiflton  and  refignation  of  onr- 

Pbil.  ii.  5.  felves  to  God's  will  and  providence ;  Forafmuch  as  Chrifi 

hath  fuffered  for  us  in  the  Jle/h,  we  Jhould  arm  ourpdves 

iPeciv.  1.  likewife  with  the  fame  mindy  as  St.  Peter  advifes;  and 

prepare  for  the  deepeft  mortification,  in  conformity  to  his 

death,  dying  after  him  to  the  lufts  and  affeSiions  of  the 

ftefh,  to  the  fafliions  and  delights  of  the  world ;  to  thi 

1  John  if.  fulled  meafure  of  charity;  Ftyr  if  Godfo  loved  us,  (fo  as  to 

Ph'l"rno  ^®  ^^^  "^')  ^^^^  ought  we,  as  St.  John  tells  us,  to  love  one 
1  Pet,  Iv.  9.  another,  in  a  degree  anfwerable ;  for,  he  adds.  If  he  laid 
^^Q^^'^*  down  his  life  for  us,  then  ought  tve  alfo  to  lay  down  our 
GaLii.  30.  lives  for  our  brethren:  in  fine,  we  are  hereby  oblijged  tO' 

yield  up  ourfelves  wholly  to  the  fervice  of  our  Sdvibur ; 

to  the  promoting  of  his  intereft  and  glory ;  finoe,  as  St*' 
1  Cor.  vt.  Paul  teaches  us,  tve  are  not  our  own,  being  bought  with  m 
^^^'  price ;  and  therefore  muft  glorify  God  in  our  body  and  m 

our  fpirits,  which  are  God*s;  (by  a  purchafe  fo  d^ir  and 
3Cor.  XV.  5.  precious;)  fince,  as  he  again  tells  us,  Chri/i  died  for  all, 

that  they  which  live  might  not  live  to  themfelvesy  but  to 
1  Pet.  i.  1 8.  him  that  died  for  them  ;  fince,  as  St.  Peter  urges,  we 

know  that  we  are  not  redeemed  by  things  corruptible^  by 

fiver  and  gold,  but  by  the  precious  blood  of  Chrt/l,  as  a 

Jamb  without  blemifh  orfpot,  from  our  vain  conver&tioil. 

HButteti.    ^  tirfcmMi  into  ^tlU 

THESE  two  particulars  (which  in  the  ancient  Roman 
Creed,  and  in  all  the  oriental  forms,  as  alfo  in  other  more 
ancient  fummaries  of  Cbriftian  dodrine)  do  appear  either 
to  have  been  cdhjoined  and  comprehended  in  the  former 
of  them,  {buried,)  or  at  lead  the  latter  to  have  been 
wholly  omitted;  it  being  afterwards  inferted  here  out  of 
the  Aquileian  form,  (which  in  a  manner  had  it,  in  the 
room  of  the  former,  that  faying,  inftead  of fepuUus  efi,  de- 
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Jcendit  in  infemaj)  or  from  elfewhere,  (the  latter  agei 
meatioaing  both^  either  for  more  fulnefs  and  fecurity, 
that  nothing  anywife  material|  touched  in  Scripture,  con- 
cerning our  Saviour's  perfon  or  performances,  efpecially 
done  in  that  great  feafon  of  adion  preceding  his  lad  fare- 
well to  this  world)  might  feem  neglected,)  or  perchance 
upon  occafion  of  (in  favour  to,  or  compliance  with)  fome 
opinions  about  our  Saviour's  doings  in  the  interval  be- 
tween his  death  and  refurre&ion,  current  and  paflable  in 
thofe  times :  thefe  particulars  however,  I  fay,  may  feem 
added  in  refpeS  chiefly  (for  the  clearer  ill  ufi  ration  and 
furer  confirmation)  of  thofe  great  articles  precedent  and 
fubfequent  concerning  our  Saviour's  death  and  refurrec* 
tion.     For  (as  to  the  firft)  our  Saviour's  body  being  com- 
mitted to  the  grave,  the  common  repofitory  of  bodies,  it 
plainly  demonftrates  the  truth  of  his  death,  the  reality 
and  wonderfulnefs  of  his  refurre£lion.    No  life  could  con- 
^ue  in  a  body  (hut  up  under  ground  till  the  third  day : 
(fequieftered  from   that  air  which  ventilates  and  keeps 
from  fmothering  our  vital  flame;  from  that  comfortable 
light  which  excites  and  cheriflies  our  natural  heat ;  from 
that  food  which  fuftains  and  repairs  our  decaying  parts;) 
therefore  he  muft,  being  thus  lodged  in  the  chambers  of 
death,  be  really  dead:  and  to  raife  him  thence,  to  rear 
the  temple  of  his  body  from  that  utmoft  (late  of  deje^ion, 
muft  be  a  work  of  divine  and  mod  wonderful  power. 
And  to  this  purpofe,  I  fuppofe,  St.  Paul  mentions  our  Sa-* 
▼lour's  burial  as  a  point,  which,  among  other  great  arti- 
cles of  our  religion,  he  did  ufe  to  preach  and  inculcate  as 
a  matter  of  faith ;  /  delivered  unto  youfirji  of  ally  faith  he  iCor.xv.a, 
to  the  Corinthians,  that  which  I  alfo  receivedf  that  Chrift  ^' 
.died  for  our  Jim  ;  and  that  he  was  buried,  and  that  he  rofe 
again  according  to  the  Scriptures.    His  burial  interceding 
gave  light  and  confirmation  to  his  death  foregoing,  and 
his  nefurre^lion  following  it,  according  to  the  Scriptures, 
St.  Paul  adds:  for  it  liad  feemed  good  to  God  both  by 
typical  reprefentation  to  foreihew  and  exprefsly  to  fore- 
tell our  Saviour's  interment ;  As  Jonas  (faith  he  himfelf,  Matt.  xii. 
the  \»&  eacpofitor  of  God's  meaning  in  fuch  myflical  ad- 
voi-.  V.  Be 
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litnbratlons)  was  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  whalers 

belly  J  Jh  Jhall  the  Son  of  man  be  three  days  and  three 

nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth :  the  whale's  belly  Jonas 

Jonas  ii.  a.  himfelf  terms  the  belly  of  hell,  {Out  of  the  belly  of  hell 

cried  /,  and  tkdu  heardefi  my  voice :  the  belly  of  hell, 

Pf.  xTi.  9,  Or  of  the  grave :)  and,  My  flejh  ((kith  Dtfvid,  as  rcpre- 

*®'  fentiAg  our  Saviour)  fhall  reji  in  hope ;  for  thou  wilt  not 

leave  my  foul  in  hell^  norfuffer  thine  H6ly  One  to  fee  cor* 

ruption.  «  The  grave  was  the  bed  wherein  our  Saviour's 

flefh  did  reft  in  expectation  foon  to  rife  again  before  any 

corruption  (hould  feize  thereon :  and  the  Prophet  Ifiuah 

treating  upon  his  paffion,  with  the  caufes,  the  manner, 

the  confequences  thereof,  doth  not  omit  the  mention  of 

fla.liii. 9.  this   point;    Fdr,  fays  he,  he  made  his  grave  with  the 

•*.        iuicked,  and  with  the  rich  in  his  death.    So  God  preor- 

M  wnt  «w-  dained,  and  fo  predicted  concerning  our  Saviour's  burial, 

Sxx.  U^  ^^^  ^^^  confirmation  of  our  faith,  though  perhaps  other 

Hcb.         ends  might  fall  in  therewith,  and  other  not  inconfideraUe 

ufes  may  be  made  thereof^    He  did  thereby  yield  a  Car- 

ther  inftance  of  condefcenfion,  a  final  fubmiflion  to  the 

law  of  humati  nature,  in  being  brought  to  the  duft,  and 

returning  to  the  ground,  according  to  the  general  doom 

Gen. Ui.  19. pronounced  onCe  upon  mankind;  Du/l  thou  artj  and  to 

\o^' ^'  ^nft  thonfhalt  return.  He  reprefented  thereby, as  the  firft- 

fruits  from  the  dead,  and  the  pattern  of  his  followers,  the 

John  T.  38,  comltion  manner  how,  and  whence  we  (hall  arife ;  when 

*^*  the  time  comes,  that  all  which  are  in  the  graves  Jhall  hear 

his  voice,  and  go  forth,  as  it  is  in  the  Gofpel :  how  aU  men 

being,  as  it  were,  fown  in  the  ground,  (hall  fpring  up 

again  to  another  life.    He  did  alfo  thereby  fignify  that 

myftical  fepulture,  which  we  undergo  in  baptifm,  being 

Col.  i.  n.  therein  buned  with  him,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaks,  being  le- 

Rom.  Ti.  4.^1^^^  from  the  pleafures  of  fin,  and  having  the  vanities 

of  the  world  removed  from  our  eyes :  the  immerfion  in 

baptifm  was  a  kind  of  burial,  and  its  being  done  thrice 

(according  to  primitive  ufe)  correfponded  (as  the  ancients 

fuppofe)  to  our  Saviour's  lying  three  days  in  the  grave : 

To  yotg  xotraSvcm  to  ^mHov  t v  r§  xoXu/xS^dia  rpfrov,  i^  avarno'm, 

rovro  8i]Xo7  to¥  davarov,  9^  r^v  Tgirjiugov  iaib^wrw  rov  XpMToG : 
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thftt  the  thiid  doth  enter  thrice  into  the  font,  and  rifes  up 
again;   this  reprefents  the  death  and  refurreftion  after 
three  days  of  Chrift^  faith  Athanafius :  and, — Ilia  tertio 
repeiita  demerfio  typum  dominicce  exprimii  fepulturce^  per 
quam  Chrifto  confepulti  eftis  in  haptifmo :  that  demerfion 
thrice  repeated  expreiles  a  type  of  our  Lord's  burial,  as 
by  which  we  are  together  buried  with  Chrift,  in  baptifm, 
faith  St.  Auguftin.     It  alfo  doth  countenance  and  com-  rJ^f  S«iw- 
mend  unto  us  thofe  feemly  refpe£ls  (thofe  offices  of  hu-  I!!corpom 
manity)  which  all  civil  people  have  confented  to  perform  55^"*  "*": 
towards  the  bodies  of  our  brethren  departed  from  us ;  in  foius  bonot 
decently  laying  up  their  remainders;  fecuring  them  fromjV^^^^ 
offisnce  and  difgrace ;  (hewing  by  our  beft  regard  to  what  Hom,Od.m. 
ia  left  of  them  the  good-will  we  bare  them  living,  the 
good  hope  we  have  of  them  dead }  as  expecting  to  re- 
cover that  depofitum  fo  carefully  laid  up  by  us.    We  fee 
our  Saviour  was  not  unconcerned  herein ;  and  did  com* 
mend  to  the  everlafting  efteem  of  pofierity  the  pious  re- 
lpe&  of  that  good  woman,  who  fpent  the  precious  oiot* 
ment  upon  him,  as  having  reierved  it  for  his  burial.    As 
for  the  manner  of  our  Saviour's  burial;  that  his  body  was 
by  Pilate's  grant,  upon  the  petition  of  an  honourable 
couniellor,  refcued  from  the  crofs,  (where,  according  toJohnxii.7. 
the  rigour  of  the  Roman  law,  it  was  to  abide  till  its  con- 1^  ftc^*^'* 
fumption,)  that  no  farther  ignominy  or  injury  (hould  be 
offered  unto  him,  after  he  had  fully  fatisfied  the  will  and 
juftice  of  God,  in  undergoing  fuch  extremities  of  pdn  and 
difgrace  for  our  redemption :   that  another  good  ruler, 
well  affected  to  his  perfon  and  do&rine,  had  prepared  and 
did  bring  a  plentiful  and  precious  mixture   of  fpices^ 
wherewith,  (according  to  the  manner  of  the  Jews  towarda 
perfons  of  wealth  and  refpeS,)  for  decency  and  conve- 
nience, (to  preferve  the  dead  bodies  from  noifome  favour^ 
and  to  prevent  fudden  corruption,)  to  anoint  his  body : 
that  his  body  was  wrapped  up  in  fine  linen  clothes,  and 
laid  in  a  new  fair  tomb,  hewed  out  of  a  rock,  (or  (lony 
ground,)  was  therein  enclofed,  a  great  done  being  rolled 
upon  the  entrance  thereof;  (God  thus  ordering  it,  that 
aU'befitting  honour  (hould  be  done  to  that  facred  body, 

E  e  a 
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v^bich  had  borne  To  mucb  for  us,  and  fenred  God  to  wed; 
that  the  glorious  temple  of  the  divinity  (bould  not  be 
profaned  or  polluted  in  any  manner  unfeemly ;  that  the 
grand  miracle  of  raifing  our  Saviour  to  life  (hould  come 
off  with  mod  advantage.)  Thefe  things,  plainly  defcribed 
in  the  Gofpel,  might  afford  matter  of  profitable  obferva- 
tion  and  difcourfe ;  but  I  cannot  well  infift  upon  then; 
but  proceed. 

He  defcended  into  hell,  xctrtX^irra  §U  Siw.    This  artidc^ 
(or  point  of  do&rine,)  as  was  before  noted,  is  of  a  later 
Aonding  in  the  Creed ;  and  doth  not  appear  to  faave  had 
place  in  any  of  the  mod  ancient  ones,  public  or  pnvatei 
(excepting  that  of  Aquilda,  into  which  idfo  perhaps  h 
might  have  come  not  long  before  RufEnus's  time;)  and 
the  meaning  thereof  hath  always  (both  in  more  andeni 
times  among  the  Fathers,  and  in  the  middle  timet  after- 
wards among  the  Schoolmen,  and  lately  among  modem 
writers)  been  much  debated,  having  given  occafioo  to 
many  prolix  and  accurate  difoourfes :  to  recite  the  difler- 
ent  opinions  and  explications  thereof,  with  the  realbns 
produced  to  maintain  or  difprove  them,  were  a  matter  of 
greater  pain  and  time  than  I  can  afford ;  and  to  decide 
the  controverfies  about  it,  a  matter  of  greater  diflkulty 
than  I  could  hope  to  achieve.     I  could  therefore,  (both 
upon  thefe  accounts,  as  alfo  becaufe  I  chofe  to  infift  niiher 
upon  matters  more  clear  in  their  nature,  and  praftical  in 
confequence;)  I  could  therefore,  I  fay,  willingly  wave 
this  obfcure  and  perplexed  fubje^;    yet  however,   to 
comply  fomewhat  with  expe6^tion,  I  (hall  touch  briefly 
upon  fome  things  feeming  conducible  to  the  clearing  or 
ending  of  the  controverfies  hereabout. 

Now  whereas  there  may  be  a  threefold  inquiry,  either 
concerning  the  meaning  of  the  words  (here  fet  down)  in- 
tended by  thofe  who  inferted  them ;  or  concermng  the 
mofi  proper  fignification  of  the^j^ords  themfelves ;  or  C(mi- 
ceming  the  meaning  they  are  with  truth  capable  of  in 
the  cafe  to  which  they  here  are  apfdied ; 

I.  The  firft  I  refolve  (or  rather  remove)  by  laying, 
that  it  feems  needlefs  and  endlefs  to  difpute,  what  meamog 
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they  (vi4iich  placed  thefe  words  here)  did  intend ;  fince, 
I*  It  18  poffiUe,  (and  might  be  declared  fo  by  many  like 
inftances,)  and  perhaps  not  unlikely,  that  they  might 
both  themfelves  upon  probable  grounds  believe,  and  for 
planfible  ends  propound  to  the  belief  of  others,  this  pro* 
pofition,  without  apprehending  any  diftind  fenfe  thereof; 
as  we  believe  all  the  Scriptures,  and  commend  them  lo 
the  faith  of  others,  without  underftanding  the  fenfe  of 
many  paflages  therein :  and  fince,  9.  Perhaps  they  might 
by  them  intend  feme  notion  not  certain,  or  not  true,  fol- 
lowing fome  conceits  then  prevalent,  but  not  built  upon 
any  Aire  foundations :  and  iince,  3.  To  fpeak  roundly, 
their  bare  authority,  whoever  they  were,  (for  that  doth 
not  appear,)  could  not  be  fuch  as  to  oldige  us  to  be  of 
their  minds,  whatever  they  did  mean  or  intend.  We  may 
owe  much  reverence,  but  no  entire  credence  to  their  opi- 
nions* Yet,  4.  If  I  were  bound  to  fpeak  my  thought,  I 
raiuft  oonfefs,  fuppofing  they  had  any  diftind  meaning, 
they  did  mean  to  fay,  that  our  Saviour's  foul  did,  by  a 
Une  and  proper  kind  of  motion,  defcend  into  the  regions 
infernal,  or  beneath  the  earth ;  where  they  conceived  the 
Ibuls  of  men  were  detmned:  for  this  appears  to  have  been 
the  more  general  and  current  opinion  of  thofe  times, 
which  it  is  probable  they  did  comply  with  herein,  whence«- 
ibever  fetched,  however  grounded. 

As  to  the  fecond  inquiry,  concerning  the  fignification 
of  the  words,  what  may  be  meant  by  he  defcended; 
iKrbether  our  Saviour  himfelf,  according  to  his  humanity, 
or  bis  foul,  or  his  body,  called  he  by  fynecdoche :  what 
by  defcended;  whether,  (to  omit  that  fenfe,  which  makes 
the  whole  fentence  an  allegory,  denoting  the  fufierance  of 
infernal  or  hellifh  pains  and  forrows,  as  too  wide  from  the 
purpofe;)  whether,  I  fay,  by  defcending  may  be  iignified  a 
proper  local  motion  toward  fuch  a  term,  or  an  adion  fo 
caUed  in  refpe£t  to  fome  fuch  motion  accompanying  it ; 
or  a  virtual  motion  by  power  and  efficacy  in  places 
below  :  what  by  hell;  whether  a  (late  of  being,  or  a 
place ;  if  a  place,  whether  that  where  bodies  are  repofed, 
or  that  to  which  fouls  do  go ;  and  if  a  place  of  fouh^ 

PC3 
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whether  the  phce  of  good  and  happy  fouls,  or  that  of 
bad  and  miferable  ones ;  or  indifferently  and  in  common^ 
of  both  thofe ;  for  fuch  a  manifold  ambiguity  thefe  words 
have,  (or  are  made  to  have;)  and  each  of  thefe  fenfes 
are  embraced  and  contended  for:  I  (hall  not  examine 
any  of  them^  nor  farther  meddle  in  the  matter,  than  by 
faying, 

I.  That  the  Hebrew  word Jheol  (upon  the  true  notion 

of  which  the  fenfe  of  the  word  hell  in  this  place  is  con- 

fefled  to  depend)  doth  feem  originally,  moil  properly,  and 

mod   frequently  (perhaps  conftantly,  except  when  it  is 

tranflated,  as  all  words  fometimes  are,  to  a  figurative  ufe) 

to  defign  the  whole  re^on  protended  downward  from  the 

furface  of  the  earth  to  a  depth  (according  to  the  vulgar 

opinion,  a3  it  feems,  of  all  ancient  times  over  the  world) 

indefinite  and  inconceivable;  vafily  capacious  in  extenfion, 

very  darkfome,  defolate,   and  dungeon-like  in   quality, 

'A^iwr«f.     (whence  it  is  alfo  flyled  frequently  the  pt7,  thea^j^,  the 

vSST/silt-  ^^^^^9  *he  depths  of  the  earth,  ice)     I  need  not  labour 

V**  much  to  confirm  the  truth  of  this  notion,  fince  it  is  ob- 

JUSIpH.     vious,  that  this  Jheol  (when  mod  abfolutely  and  properly 

5^*^»taken,  the  circumflances   of  the  difcourfe  implying  fo 

11.  much)  is  commonly  oppofed  to  heaven,  not  only  in  fitu- 

Erolus  xvH.  ^^^o">  ^^^  *"  dimenfion  and  diftance ;  as  when  Job,  fpeak- 

14.^  ing  of  the  unfearchablenefs  of  the  divine  perfe£lions,  faith, 

Pro¥.  xxvii.  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^S^  ^  heaven;  what  canfi  thou  do  P  deeper  than 

«©•  hell ;   what  canft  thou  know  P  and  the  Prophet  Amos ; 

Pf.  XT.  10.  Though  they  dig  into  helly  thence  Jhall  mine  hand  take 

J^l^lr  ^5**  ^Aem ;  though  they  climb  up  into  heaven,  thence  will  t 

cxUii.  a.     bring  them  down.     I  fay  farther, 

jSSx^i.ia'.  *•  Becaufe  the  bodies  (that  is,  the  viiible  remainders) 
1  Sam.  ii.  9.  of  men  dying  do  naturally  fall  down,  or  are  put  into  the 
p^^,ij[^is]bofdm  of  this  pit,  (which  is  therefore  an  univerfal  grave 
Job  xi.  8.   and  receptacle  of  them,)  therefore  to  die  is  frequently 

Amos  ix.  3*  J  p   ,  t      tf^  ^        *v         »     «»  1 

Vid.Pf.       termed  xaraSalvttv  6is  a6ot;,  or  xarayw^eu   tlf  ^^,  to  de- 

cxxxix.  8.  fcend,  or  to  be  brought  down  into  this  hell ;  which  hap- 

l^UttXXXll*  ^  ^  ^  * 

93.  pening    unto  all  men  without  exception,   (for,  as   the 

li*'ll^ix.  P^niifl  fays,  there  is  no  man  that  Jhall  deliver  his  foul  (or 
46.  life,  or  himfelf,)  from  the  hfnd  (or  from  the  clutches) 
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of  this  all-grafping  hell,)  therefore  it  is  attributed  promif- 
cuouily  to  all  men,  to  good  and  bad  alike ;  I  will  go  Gen. 
doum,  faith  good  Jacob,  unto  the  grave,  {to  Jheol,  this^i^^^^^^,*^ 
common  grave  of  mankind,  xaraS^o-ofia/  fl^  S^v)  unto  my 
Jon  mourning;  and  fo  frequently  of  others.  Whence  this 
bell  is  apt  figuratively  to  be  put  for,  and  fignify  equiva- 
lently  with,  death  itfelf,  (it  is  once  by  the  LXX*  fo  tranf-3Saiii.zzu. 


94. 


l^ted,  and  by  St.  Peter,  it  feems,  after  them,)  or  for  the  ^^  y^ 
J^w,  condition,'  and  ftaJLe  thereof.     I  fay  farther,  lit.Mxviii. 

5..  That  this  word  feems  not  in  the  ancient  ufe  to  fig- 
cify  the  place  whither  men's  fouls  do  go,  or  where  they 
abide  f  for  that, 

I.  Jt  can  hardly  b^  made  appear  that  the  ancient  He-^ 
)»rews  either  had  any  name  appropriate  to  the  place  of  fouls, 
pr  did  conceive  diflindly  which  way  they  wentj  other- 
wife  than  that,  as  the  Preacher  fpeaks,  they  returned  unto  Eccl.  xii.  r . 
God  who  gave  them  ;  that  they  abode  in  Gpd's  hand,  (ef- 
pecially  the  fouls  of  the  jud,  as  we  have  it  in  Wifdom; 
.  The  fouls  of  the  righteous  are  in  thfi  hand  of  God,  and  there  witA.  Ui.  a. 
Jhall  no  torment  touch  them,  &c.)     Apd  for  that,  ^** 

9.  Jjt  is  probable  they  did  rath^sr  conpeive  the  fouls  of 
men,  when  they  died,  did  go  upward  than  downward ; 
as  the  fame  Preacher  intimates,  differencing  the  fpirit  ofEccl.iH.ai. 
man  dying  from  the  foul  of  beasts ;  that  with  its  body  de- 
fcending,  this  afcending,  as  it  were,  unto  God,  to  be  dif- 
pofed  according  to  his  pleafure  and  juAice.     And  by 
£noch's  being  taken  unto  God,  (whofe  fpecial  refidenoa  Gen.  ▼.  94. 
is  expreifed  to  be  in  heaven  above,)  and  by  Elias's  tr^nfla- |J|^J^ 
tioQ  upward  into  heaven,  (as  it  is  in  the  hiftory^)  it  feeips  Arij.  jg 
they  might  rather  fuppofe  the  fouls  of  the  righteous  to ,  i^i^^  j|^ 
afcend,  than  to  be  conveyed  downward  irito  fubterraneous  ^i* 
caverns;  thofe  fiv;^oi,  that  ^po^  SJ^ov,  (thofe  c/o/e/:;^  thatEcclui.xzi. 
deep  pit  of  hell,  as  the  fon  of  Sirach  and  the  book  of  ^-^j    ^js 
Wifdom  do  Cjall  them  ;)  to  afcpi)d,  I  fay,  into  confortfliip  14. 
and  fociety  wjth  the  bleifed  anmbi^who  arje  defcribed  to 
attend  upon  God's  throne  in  heaven,  to  the  family  of 
God  in  heaven,  to  that  heavenly  country,  which  they 
are  laid  to  defire  eamefUy,  the  heavenly  Jen^falem.     I 

add^ 
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3.  That,  if  thofe  ancients  had  by  Jheol  meant  the  re- 
ceptacle of  maniion  of  fouls.  It  is  not  likely  they  would 
ira.zxzTiiUhave  ufed  fuch  expreilions;  The  grave  ((heol)  cannot  praift 
^^'  thee;  death  cannot  celebrate  thee;  they  that  go  down  into 

Pfal.  vi.  5.  the  pit  cannot  hope  for  thy  truth  ;  fo  Hezekiah  :  In  death 
there  is  no  remain brance  of  thee;  in  the  grave  (in  fliebl 
again)  who  Jliall  give  thee  thanks ;  fo  David :   and  the 
Ecckf. is.  Preacher  more  fully;  There  is  no  work^  nor  device^  nor 
Vid.Ecolui.  ^'^ou/fcdg^,  7ior  wifdom  in  the  grave,  (in  (heol,)  whither 
%Y\i.  37.     ikou  goejl :  (it  were  much  he  fliould  fay  fo,  if  hj  Jheol  he 
meant  the  place  of  fouls;  except  he  fhould  mean  that 
fouls  after  death  were  deprived  of  all  life  and  feni'e.) 

I  muft  confefs,  that  afterwards  (even  before  our  Sa- 
viour's time)  the  word  aSijj  was  aflfumed  by  the  Jews  to 
deiign  (as  among  the  Greeks)  either  the  place  of  fouls  m 
common,  or  more  (Iri^y  the  place  of  fouls  condemned 
to  punifhment  and  pain  for  their  evil  lives  here:  (Jofe- 
phus  is  obferved  often  to  ufe  the  word  in  the  firft  of  thefe 
iAike  xvi.  fenfes ;  and  in  the  New  Teftament  it  feems  peculiarly  ap- 
plied to  the  latter;  as  in  the  parable  of  the  rich  man,  who 
being  h  rm  ^,  in  hell  tormentSy  did  thence  lift  up  Atf  eyes, 
and  behold  afar  off  Lazarus  in  Abraham's  bofom  :  but  we 
cannot  hence  infer  the  fame  concerning  the  ancient  mean- 
ing of  the  word  Jheol;  efpecially  confiderrng  how  the 
Jews,  after  the  prophetical  days,  in  their  difperiions  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  world,  did  fomewhat  improve 
in  knowledge,  and  borrowed  both  notions  and  expreflions 
from  elfewhere;  which  expreflSons  our  Saviour  and  his 
Apoftles  would  not  depart  from,  when  they  were  agree- 
able or  accommodable  to  truth.  But  however  it  be  de- 
termined concerning  the  proper  fenfe  in  gench'al  of  this 
principal  word  in  the  propofition,  and  of  the  reft  depending 
thereupon,  as  to  their  importance  here ;  as  to  the  prefent 
cafe,  and  the  laft  main  queftion  propounded  about  the 
meaning,  whereof  tbe«%ords  are  truly  capable  here ;  I 
anfwer  briefly, 

I.  That  if  we  interpret  this  defcent  into  hell  of  our  Sa- 
viour's interment,  or  being  laid  in  the  bofom  of  that  ge- 
neral grave  we  fpeak  of ;  or  if  (which  little  differs  from 
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that)  w6  take  thefe  ttords  for  a  phrafe  (taking  its  ground 
thence  in  a  manner  foremen tioned)  importing  no  other- 
wife  than  when  it  was  fpoken  of  Jacob  and  others,  that 
our  Saviour  did  really  pafs  into  the  f^ate  of  death ;  we 
fhall  be  fure  therein  not  to  err;  the  proportion  being  moft 
eertainly  true,  fo  underftood :  we  fhall  alfo  hereby  be  able 
fairly  to  fatisfy  the  firft  and  bed  (if  not  the  only)  reafon 
of  this  ^ropofition  being  commended  to  our  belief:  for 
that  place  of  Scripture,  or  rather  one  place,  being  the 
lame  application  of  a  place  in  the  Pfahns,  (which  ieems 
to  have  been  the  occaiion,  and  is  the  main  ground  of  its 
aflertibn,)  doth  not  reiufe,  but  rather  moft  commodioufly 
admits   this  interpretation:    for  our  Saviour's  foul  not 
being  left  in  hellf  and  not  feeing  corruption,  is  plainly  by 
St,   Peter  himfelf  interpreted   of  his    refurre&ion;    (heAdBii.3i. 
(David)  forefeeing   this,  Jpake    of   ChriJVs    rtfurreaion^''^'^^' 
A6i%  ii.  31.  and,  in  the  like  manner,  by  St.  Paul,  As 
concerning  that  he  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  now  no  more 
to  fee  corruption,  he  faid  on  this  wife,  {A€ts  xiii.  34.) 
that  fpeech,  I  fay.  Our  Saviour's  foul  not  being  left  in 
hell,  aiui  not  feeing  corruption,  is  by  the  Apoftles  inter- 
preted by  our  Saviour's  refurre6kion,   (that  is,  by  his 
being  freed  from  the  bands  of  death,  and  raifed  from  the 
grave,  before  his  flefh  had  feen  corruption ;)  and  is  op- 
pofed  by  them  to  David's  continuing^  in  death  and  feeing 
corruption,  (his  body  being  corrupted  and  confumed  in 
the  grave ;)  the  Apoftles  not  defigning  to  aOert  or  prove 
more  than  our  Saviour's  refurredion  :  David,  argue  they, 
fell  On  fleep,  and  hath  continued  till  now  in  that  ftate ; 

•  David  remained  unto  this  day  in  the  grave,  and  fo  his 

•  body  bdng  reduced  to  duft  faw  corruption ;  JrsXnJnjtrf,  xa)  Aas  ii.  S9. 
hr&pfi,  faith  St.  Peter ;  he  died  and  was  buried,  without 
rcveriion :  therefore  that  fpeech  of  his  in  the  Pfalm  muft 

•  hot  fully  and  ultimately  be  underftood  of  him,  (to  whom 
they  did  not  fo  exaftly  agree;)  but  of  fuch  an  one,  who 
did  not  abide  in  that  deadly  fleep ;  whofe  flefh,  by  being 
opportunely  rufed  up,  did  avoid  the  fight  (or  undergoing) 
of  corruption.  And  whereas  it  is  faid.  Thou  fhalt  not 
katm  r^  ^^o^^  f^^'  ^^  fi^y  (^'  ^7  ^^^i)  n<>thing  c^ui  be 
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thence  drawn  greatly  prejudicial  to  this  expofition;  for 
(to  omit  that  bolder  expoiStion  of  Beza,  who  by  the  fed 
underftood  the  cadaver^  or  dead  body,  fomeUme  tranflating 
the  words,  Non  derelinques  cadaver  meum  in  Jepulckro) 
nothing  is  more  ufual  in  the  Hebrew  than  both  £dr  the 
f]e{h  ^nd  for  the  foul,  each  of  them  fynecdochically,  to 
fignify  the  pfirfon,  (confidered  as  fometime  endupd  with 
life^)  and  in  propriety  of  fpeech  to  (land  for  tbe  ho4y  or 
Eiod.szu.for  the  foul;  Every  one  thatjinnethjhall  be  put  to  degikj 
Ler.Tii.95  ^"^'  That  foul  Jhall  be  cut  off,  are  terms  equivalent  ^  the 
87.  T.  9»     Law :  The  foul  that  eateth.  The  foul  that  ^oucheth,  and  tl^ 
Pf.  xxxiii.  Mke  phrafes,  often  occur :  in  fine.  To  deliver  theirfouljrom 
^9-MnxAy  dcaifi,  as  the  Pfalmift  fpeaks;  God  will  redeem  my  foul 
'from  the  power  of  the  grave  ;  ffhat  man  is  he  tliat  fhall 
not  fee  death  ?  that  fhall  deliver  his  foul  from  the  hand  of 
the  grave  ?  do  feem  expreflions  parallel  to  this,  ThoufkaU 
not  leave  my  foul  in  hell ;  which  ye^  feem  to  import  no 
more,  than  the  perfons  there  fpoken  of  refpe^vely  to  be 
preferved  from  death.   It  is  alfo  oblervable,  that  St.  Paul, 
in  the  13th  of  the  Ads,  neglecting  the  former  part.  Thou 
fhalt  not  leave  my  foul  in  hell,  contents  himfelf  with  the 
latter.  Thou  wilt  not  yield  thy  Holy  One  to  fee  corruption; 
intimating  both  parts  to  fignify  the  fame  thing.     If  it  be 
objected  ias  an  inconvenience  to  this  explication  of  the 
words  here  in  the  Creed,  that,  admitting  it,  they  fignify 
no  more,  than  what  was  before  expreflS^d  in  plain  words, 
dead  and  buried;  and  fo  contain  only  a  needlefs  repetition; 
I  anfwer,  i.  That  this  obje£tipn  concerns  them  who  in- 
ferted  the  words  here,  who  yet  (even  fuppofing  the  truth 
of  this  expofition)  might  be  excufable,  as  fufpeAing  it 
poflRble,  that  our  Saviour's  being  Iv  ^,  according  to  St. 
Peter,  might  imply  more  than  this,  although  they  knew 
not  what  diftinCtly;  who  might  alfo  perhaps  intend  fome- 
what  by  thefe  words  different  from  this  fenfe,  but  not  to 
truly  applicable  to  them,  or  agreeable  to  the  truth  of  the 
thing :   I  anfwer,  a.  That  a  greater  inconvenience  feems 
to  arife  from  expounding  them  otherwife;  it  refleAing 
upon  the  more  ancient  compilers  both  of  this  and  mod 
oth^r  creeds,  who  left  them  out,  which  they  fhould  not 
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have  done,  if  they  contain  any  thing  confiderable  and  dif- 
ferent from  what  is  here  otherwife  exprefled;  whofe 
credit  is  more,  I  conceive,  to  be  tendered,  than  that  of 
their  juniors  and  followers ;  and  fo  much  the  more,  for 
that  defe£t  and  omiffion  in  matters  of  this  kind  is  lefs  to- 
lerable, than  any  redundance  in  expreffion.  Which  in- 
convenience may  feem  in  a  manner  to  reach  higher,  even 
to  St.  Paul  himfelf,  who  (in  the  place  forecited)  declar- 
ing the  fum  of  what  he  both  learned  and  taught  concern- 
ing our  Saviour's  laft  grand  performances,  only  mentions 
his  death,  burial,  and  refurredion  ;  /  delivered  unto  yoti  i  Cor.  zr.  4; 
Jirftf  that  Chri/i  died  according  to  the  Scriptures;  and  thai 
he  was  buried,  and  that  he  rofe  again  the  third  day;  which 
enumeration  of  his,  it  feems,  we  may  well  acquiefce  in,  as 
fufficient  and  complete ;  and  may  thence  with  great  pro- 
baUlity  infer,  that  no  other  defcent  of  our  Saviour  into 
hell  (befide  his  death  and  burial)  was  by  him  underftood, 
or  delivered  in  his  catechetical  difcourfes  and  preachings 
as  a  point  of  faith  :  fo  that  what  is  objefted  as  an  incon- 
venience, proves  no  fmall  advantage  to  this  expofition. 
But  I  fay,  farther, 

a.  To  the  main  quefiion,  that,  interpreting  hell  for  the 
manfion,  or  habitation  of  fouls,  (to  omit,  that  Jheol,  as  I 
before  noted,  feems  to  fignify  otherwife  in  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  and  thence  confequently  the  places  in  the  A6ls 
applied  out  of  the  Pfalms  not  fo  proper  to  this  purpofe ; 
whereby  the  main  ground  and  fupport  of  the  aflertion  it- 
felf,  taken  according  to  this  fenfe,  is  removed ;  waving,  I 
fay,  that  coniideration,  and  taking  i^s  according  to  the 
meaning  which  we  muft  confefs  it  fometime  to  bear  in 
the  New  Tefiament,  yet)  there  feems  to  follow  fome  in- 
convenience thereupon :  for  then  we  mud  either  take  it 
for  the  place  of  damned  fpirits  (hut  up  in  torment  and 
defpair,  (according  to  which  acception  the  propofition  it- 
felf  would  be  moil  certainly  uncertain,  as  having  no  good 
ground  for  it;  and  mod  probably  falfe,  for  that  it  is  af- 
firmed, our  Saviour's  foul,  the  fame  day  he  died,  did  go 
into  paradife,)  or  we  muft  take  it  for  a  place  common  to 
all.ftnils,  as  well  good  and  blefled,  as  bad  andmiferaUe; 
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(for  that  it  comprehends  the  place  of  torment,  io  the  Nev 
Teflament  fenfe,  is  evident  by  the  parable  of  Dives  fore- 
oited.)  But  I  think  St.  Auguftin  had  reafon  to  donbt, 
whether  it  were  confonant  to  the  ftylc  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  that  hades  there  (hould  be  ever  taken  in  a  good  or 
middle  fenfe,  at  leaft ;  whereas  it  is  iaid  in  the  Revdatknii 

Rev.xx.i4.that  thofe  two  infeparable  companions^  death  sxid  ktukf^ 
(that  hadeSy  which  is  there  iaid  to  render  up  its  dead  to 
judgment,)  were  cqft  into  the  lake  of  fire,  it  is  hard  to  fiip- 
pofe  paradife  was  caft  in  there ;  yea,  hard  to  fay  hades 
was  caft  in  there,  fappofing  that  word  did  then  m  its 
oAial  latitude  of  fignification  (as  Chriftians  underftood 
it)  comprehend  paradife.  Yea  farther,  this  explication 
forces  us  upon  this  inconvenience,  that  we  muft  fufi^fe 
paradife  to  be  feated  in  a  place  beneath  us,  (or  within 
the  earth ;)  that  paradife,  which  is  either  the  fame  with 

t  Cor.  sH.  the  third  heavens,  in  St.  Paul,  or  confining  thereto ;  it  is 
hard,  I  fay,  to  be  forced  by  an  interpretation  of  thefe 
words  to  confent  that  paradife  (that  locus  divituB  amcem- 
tatis  recipiendis  fan&orum  jpiritihus  deJHnatus;  the  place 
of  divine  comfort  and  amenity ,  deftinated  to  receive  the 
jpirits  of  the  faints)  (hould  have  its  place  in  the  darkfome 
bowels  of  the  earth ;  no  commodious  iituation,  it  feems, 
for  delightfome  walks  and  bowers :  yet  fo  muft  it  be 
feated,  that  our  Saviour's  foul  may  be  (at  leaft  in  rigour 
and  propriety  of  fpeech)  faid  to  defcend  thereinto.  The 
word  defcend,  taking  hell  for  the  ancient  Jheol  foremen- 
tioned,  is  proper  enough,  and  hath  ground  both  in  au- 
thentic ufe  and  the  nature  of  the  thing ;  but  taking  hell 
in  this  fenfe,  (for  the  place  of  fouls,)  is  moft  probably  im- 
-Droper,  and  hath  no  certain  ground  or  authority  to  com- 
mend it ;  for  it  is  faid,  that  our  Saviour's  foul  was  in  hell, 
not  that  it  defcended  thither ;  nor  can  it  by  confequence 
be  inferred  fo  to  have  done,  according  to  this  meaning  of 
helU    However  yet  I  add, 

3.  Seeing  it  is  a  moft  certm  truth,  that  our  Saviour's 
foul' did  immediately  go  into  the  place  appointed  to  re- 
cefte  happy  fouls  after  thdr  recefiion  from  the  body,  and 
rcifignatioD  into  God's  faandsj  if  we  take  hell  m  a  gmoal 
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and  common  £$iiie  for  the  place  or  ftate  of  fouls  departed  $ 
and  defceniingj  only  for  pailing  thereinto,  (by  a  falling,* 
as  it  were,  from  life,  or  together  with  the  defcent  of  the 
body  I  and  thence  ftyled  defcending  ;  what  appears  vifibly 
ha{^ning  to  the  body  being  attributed  to  the  foul ;)  if, 
I  (ay,  M^  thus  interpret  our  Saviour's  defcent  into  hell^  for 
kU  foul's  going  into  the  common  receptacle  and  manfion 
of  fouls,  we  ihall  be  fure  not  fubfiantially  to  miftake.  And 
tfab  feofe,  I  muft  confefs,  if  the  words  can  handfomely 
bear  it,   would  be  very  proper  to  this  place,  as  iigni- 
iyii^  fomewhat  diftin&  from  what  is  otherwife  exprefled, 
and  ferving  to  the  farther  confirmation  of  thole  great  ar- 
ticles adjoining,  our  Saviour's  death  and  refurreStion :  it*AM«T«# 
knplying  the  perfe£k  and  utmoft  accomplifliment  of  death, ^^^  ^.^ 
for  the  foul  to  have  deferted  the  body,  and  to  have  been  i4- 
tjanflated  into  thofe  inviiible  regions,  fo  diilant  hence,  and 
wheno&'^^evocare  gradumfuperafque  evadere  ad  4mraSy  is  a 
labour  indeed,  and  a  work  not  to  be  effedled  but  by  the 
noft  miraculous  power  of  him,  whofe  privilege  it  is,  fo'^Smin.lle. 
UU,  and  make  alive;  to  bring  down  to  hellf  and  bring  up;  to  39. 
lead  finto  the  gates  ofhelly  and  bring  back  again,  ^  ^^  »▼>• 

This  is  all  that  I  (hall  fay  about  this  point ;  for  I  will  TobltzHi.a. 
not  be  at  the  trouble  to  confider  or  examine  thofe  con- 
c^ts,  which  pretend  to  acquaint  us  why  and  to  what  ef * 
feA  our  Saviour  defcended  into  hell ;  that  he  went  thither 
to  preach  unto,  convert,  and  redeem  all  or  fome  of  the 
damned  fouls  from  thence ;  (for  fome  fay,  that  he  emptied, 
and  quite  depopulated  that  region  of  darknefs ;  others  are 
not  fo  liberal  as  to  free  all  thence,  but  fome  only,  the 
fitter  obje£ts  of  compaffion  and  Ssivour ;  both  faying  that 
which  hath  very  weak  or  no  reafons  to  maintain  it,  very 
ftrong  and  (dain  objedions  to  aflail  it ;)  that  he  went  to 
free  and  u(her  into  glory  the  fouls  of  the  Patriarchs,  and 
other  good  people,  from  that  infernal  limbusj  in  which 
they  fuppofe  them  to  have  been  tUl  then  detained,  (a 
place  by  no  likely  means  to  be  proved  exiflent  other- 
where than  in  the  foncy  of  the  inventors  thereof;)  that  he 
went  to  affront,  triumph  over,  and  terriiy  the  powers  of 
darknefii  upon  their  own  ground,  in  their  own  dominions* 
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Tbefe  and  the  like  conceits  feem  fuffidently  diicountenahO' 
ed  and  confuted  by  faying,  the  Scripture  nowhere  phualy 
declares  any  fuch  thing,  and  confequently  that  they  have 
no  good  ground  to  iniift  on ;  (they  pretend  only  one  or 
two  difficult  and  obfcure  places,  which  may  be  many 
ways  otherwife  expounded,  fo  as  not  fo  much  as  to  favour 
them ;)  whereas  in  teaching  us,  that  our  Saviour  preached 
upon  earth  falvation  to  them,  which  in  this  life  fhould  be 
converted  to  believe  upon  him  and  obey  his  laws ;  dam- 
nation irrecoverable  to  them,  which  fhould  perfifl  in  infi- 
delity and  difobedience ;  that  he  merited  by  bis  obedi- 
ence, and  purchafed  by  his  blood,  both  a  redemption  from 
future  diftrefs,  and  a  tranflation  into  blifs  and  glory;  that 
he  vanquifhed  and  triumphed  over  the  powers  of  hell 
upon  the  crofs ;  in  thefe  things  the  Scripture  is  clear  and 
copious :  but  concerning  that  pretended  preaching  unto, 
converfion,  and  deliverance  of  fouls  beneath;  or  that 
tranflation  of  fouls  out  of  any  fubterraneous  clofets,  or 

•  Bellarm.  *  prifons,  (fo  they  do  not  fcruple  to  call  them,)  or  that  local 
triumph  in  the  Devil's  kingdom,  it  is  quite  filent,  or  very 
dark  in  expreffion ;  and  therefore  we  may  be  fomewhat 
backward  in  aflenting  to  fuch  conceits ;  which  whoever 

CoL  ii.  18.  firil  devifed,  we  may  fufped  they  did  ifi^Setrtumif  a  fi^  kapa' 
KivaVf  invade  things  unfeen  by  themfelves,  and  in  very 
deed  invifible  to  any.  But  let  it  fuffice  to  have  difcourfed 
thus  much  about  this  endlefs  quedion. 

%fft  tSim  SDap  fft  rofe  again  fram  ^e  SDeab. 

THIS  article  is  one  of  the  principal  articles  in  its  na- 
ture, its  deiign,  its  confequence ;  the  faith  of  which  was 
intended  as  a  means  to  produce  faith  in  the  refl ;  remov- 
ing the  doubts  and  difficulties  that  might  obflrud:  it ;  for 
by  our  Saviour's  refurredion  the  truth  of  all  his  pretences 
concerning  his  perfon,  his  office,  his  doctrine,  were  to 
the  highefl  degree  of  fatisfa&ion  and  conviction  aflfured ; 
no  miracle  could  be  greater  in  itfelf,  (more  fignifying  the 
power  of  God  therein  employed ;)  none  more  proper  for 
produdion  and  confirmation  of  the  faith  required  of  us 
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concerning  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  the  efficacy  of  his 
perfonnancesy  the  validity  of  his  promifes,  the  reality  of 
his  dodrine  in  relation  to  the  future  flate«  God  (as 
St.  Paul  tells  us,  A  As  xvii.  31.)  did  cr/riv  ^api^ov  vaa-iv, 
aflbrd  to  all  a  moft  perfuafive  and  convincing  argument  of 
all  truth  concerning  our  Saviour^  railing  him  from  the 
dead. 

I.  If  the  meannefs  of  his  birth  and  parentage ;  the  low 
garb  and  fmall  luftre  of  his  life ;  the  bitter  forrows  and 
fhameful  difgraces  of  his  death,  though  accompanied  with 
fuch  excellent  qualities,  and  fuch  wonderful  performances^ 
as  did  appear  in  and  were  done  by  him,  might  (efpecially 
in  thofe  that  ftand  at  didance)  breed  any  fufpicion  (as  in- 
deed they  have  afforded  matter  of  argument  to  the  adver* 
laries  of  Chrifiianlty  againft  it)  concerning  our  Saviour, 
whether  he  were  indeed  (as  he  pretended)  the  Son  of 
God^  (fo  near  in  nature,  in  favour,  in  aiTef^ion  to  God,) 
defigned  by  him  to  be  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  the  Lord 
of  all  things,  the  Judge  of  the  world ;  if,  I  fay,  fuch 
homely  circumftances,  that  attended  his  perfon,  fuch  fad 
accidents,  that  befell  him,  may  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  whovid.Itoni. 
caft  only  fuperficial  glances  on  the  tiling,  and  look  not^*^* 
beyond  outward  appearances,  beget  doubtful  apprehenr 
Sons  concerning  our  Saviour's  perfon,  or  fomewhat  de- 
prefs  him  in  their  conceit ;  the  wonderful  power  and  fpe- 
cial  favour  of  God  toward  him  demonftrated  in  his  refur- 
re£tion,  will  difcufs  thofe  mifts,  and  raife  him  in  their 
efleem)  For  though^  as  St.  Paul  fpeaks,  he  was  crucified^Cot.xWkA, 
out  ofweaknefsy  (that  is,  therein  the  infirmity  of  our  na- 
ture being  difcovered,)  yet  he  liveth  by  the  power  of  God; 
by  his  recovering  life,  his  divine  power  is  declared;  it  was 
an  ompSaXXov  /uiyedo^  t^^  $t;yaftffw^,  an  exceflive  greatnefs  of  Eph.  i.  19. 
power,  which  God  exerted ;  an  Mgyaa  roti  xpiroos  rij;  ^%^f 9 
an  aftivity  of  the  might  of  ftrength,  or  of  mofl  mighty 
ftrength,  which  he  fet  on  work  in  the  r^fing  of  Chrift 
from  the  dead ;  (fo  the  Apofile  labours  to  exprefs  the  un- 
expreflible  eminency  of  this  miracle.)  [Pliny,  I  rcmem-  ub.  u,  cap. 
ber,  among  inflances  of  things  which  were  impoflible^* 
even  to  God  himfelf,  reckons  thefe  two }  Mor tales  tBter- 
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niiaie  donare^  et  revocare  defiinAos,  '(to  beftow  etermty 
upon  mortals,  and  to  recall  the  dead  to  life  ;)  both  wfaicb 
fuppolitions  we  fee  by  our  Saviour's  refurre£tion  clearly 
confuted,  yet  fo  as  the  making  them  argues  how  high  and 
hard  a  work  in  human  conceit  it  was  to  effe&  it.]  Indeedf 
St.  Paul  feems  to  fuppofe  otherwife,  when  he  thus  puts  the 
Aasxz?i.8.queftion;  JVhat  ?  doth  it  feem  incredible  to  you  that  God 
ftiouUL  rmje  the  dead?  But  there  is  an  emphafis  in  the 
words  nop  vfjiAv,  with  you ;  with  you,  whofe  minds  were 
prepoflefled  with  notions  favourable  to  this  doftrine ;  who 
had  fo  many  inftances  thereof;  who  had  been  inftrufied 
to  hope  future  rewards  from  God.    And  as  it  was  an  in- 
ftance  of  God's  mighty  power,  fo  was  it  no  lefs  a  mark  of 
his  fpccial  favour  toward  our  Saviour :  as  to  take  away 
life  (ignifies  extremity  of  difpleafure,  fo  to  reftpre  it  im* 
plies  the  higheft  degree  of  iavour.  Death  in  itfelf  imports 
a  total  incapiacity  and  deprivation  of  good,  and  is  ufed  to 
exprefs  the  worll  (late  of  being,  or  utmoft  mifery^  confe- 
quent  upon  man's  difobedience  and  God's  difpleafuit; 
and  life,  as  it  is  really  in  its  own  nature  the  foundation  of 
perceiving  good,  fo  it  reprefents  and  exprefles  all  the  hap* 
pinefs  of  which  we  are  capable,  all  the  reward  promiled 
to  obedience :  wherefore  God  nufing  our  Saviour  to  life, 
declared  thereby  his  efpecial  love  and  favour  to  him^  his 
full  approbation  and  acceptance  of  him :  if  yielding  him 
to  death  might  (eem  to  argue  God's  difpleafure  toward, 
or  difregard  of  him  ;  railing  him  to  life  doth  much  more 
demonftrate  a  tender  affe^ion,  an  extraordinary  care  for 
and  refped  to  him :  .that  might  be  fuppofed  to  proceed 
upon  other  grounds;  this  can  receive  no  other  interpre* 
tation.    To  give  life  is  the  ground  of  that  relation  which 
is  the  higheil  in  nature,  and  fpeaks  moft  affe^on;  wheie- 
A6b  ziii.    forcj  in  Scripture  language,  to  raij'e  up,  is  termed  to  beget  $ 
and  this  regeneration  is  put  for  the  refurre£don ;  and  our 
Saviour,  in  the  myftical  fpeech  of  the  Pfalmift,  expounded 
by  St.  Paul,  is  faid  that  day  to  be  begot,  when  he  was 
raifed  by  God ;  fo  that  it  being  a  paternal  ad  doth  fig- 
Rom.  i.8>4.nify  a  paternal  regard:  whence  Sl  Paul  farther  faith,  Our 
Saviour  was  declared  (or  rather  determined  and  defin^) 
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ff  ike  SoH  tf  God  hy  the  re/urreSHon  from  the.  dead  z 
$£t  of  God  raifing  him,  not  only  ihewing  him  to  be^ 
in  fome  fort  conAituting  him,  the  Son  of  God. 
.  Thus  doth  our  Saviour's  refurre£tion  aptly  ferve  to 
lify  and  exalt  his  perfon  in  our  efieem:  it  alfo  may 
irm  our.  faith  in  thjs  efficacy  of  bis  performanpes  for 
we  need  not  doubt,  confidering  this,  of  the  pardon  of 
fins,  the  acceptance  of  our  perfons^  the  lan£tification 
Hir  hearts,  the  falvation  of  our  fouls,  (we,  which  is 
iys  to  be  fuppofed  and  underdood,  performing  the 
jitions  reqiurcd  of  us ;)  I  lay,  the  pardon  of  our  fins, 
acceptance  of  our  perfons  i  for,  as  he  was  delivered  Rom.iT.35. 
nor.  offences,  Jo  he  was  raifed  again  for  ottrjuftificaiion; 

b,  we  are  thereby  afTured  of  our  acquittance  from 
and  reftitution  to  God's  favour ;  and  perhaps  fome- 
it  more ;  our  pardon  and  acceptance  ieems  not  only 
ared,  but  alfo  configned  and  delivered  up  unto  us  by 
Saviour's  refurre^on:  as  we  were  puniihed  in  his 
»ring,  fo  in  his  refurre6Uon  we  were  refliored ;  Chrift 
ited  our  juitification  by  his  paflion,  but  God  gave  it  us 
is  refurre^on;  being  that  formal  a£t  of  grace  whereby 
tras  (after  having  undergone  the  efie6ts  of  divine  dif- 
fure)  apparently  reinfiated  in  God's  favour^  and  we 
tally  in  him;  Who  then'Jhall  lay  any  thing  /o  tA«Rom.viii. 
ge  of  God's  eUa  ?  It  is  God  that  jufttfieth:  Who  is  h^^^*  '*' 

condemneth  f  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea  ratherp  thai 
fen  again:  fince  God  hath  acknowledged  fatisfaAion 
s  to  his  juftice,  by  difchar^ng  our  furety  frongi  prifon, 
all  farther  profecution ;  fince  he  hath  in  a  manner  fo 
^rious^nd  fignal  demonfirated  his  favour  to  our  proxy, 
D  can  be  no  farther  pretence  agaimft  us,  no  fear  of  any 
ieafure  remaining:  in  our  baptifm  was  reprefented^  as 
burial  of  Chrift,  (we  being  thei^e  in  (how  and  myfiery 
ed  with  him,)  fo  his  refurre£Uon  alfo,  in  virtue  c^ 
sh  we  then  received  the  benefits  correfponding  to  that 
efentation;  Being  buried  with  Chrift  in  baptifm,  (aithCol.  n.  13, 
?aul>  in  him  alfo  we  were  raifed  again '^  and  us,  being  ^^* 
t,  in.tre/pqffes  and  the  uncircumcifion  of  our  flejh,  be 
kened  together  with  him,  forgiving  us  all  our  Jins : 
Oh.  V.  r  f 
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Eph.  ii.  5>  and  (n;yff^a)oiro/i}Tf^  vwifftiptyVwfmoAwtyht  oo^-qoickenedj  co- 
^'  mfed^  and  co-feated  us  (if  I  may  lb  fpeak)  with  him  in 

heavenly  places. 

3.  We  may  alfo  hence  with  good  reafon  hope  for  aid 
Rom.  vi.  4.  fufficient  to  fan6lify  our  hearts  and  lives :  that  he  which 
^^  '  "*  *  raifed  our  Saviour  from  a  natural  deaths  both  can  and  will 
Col.  ii.  i3>  raife  us  from  fpiritual  death,  from  that  mortal  (lumber  in 

fins  and  trefpafles,  in  which  we  lie  buried  naturally,  to 
walk  in  that  newnefs  of  life,  and  heavenly  converfation, 
to  which  the  Gofpel  calls  us,  and  the  divine  Spirit  exdtes 

Her.  zz.  6.  US ;  which  is  thaifirjl  re/urre&ion,  which  bleffbd  and  holy 
is  he  that  hath  a  part  in ;  on  Juch  the  Jecond  death  JkaU 
have  no  power:  for  alfo,  confequently,  our  Saviour's  refur- 
reftion  aflures  to  us  the  falvation  of  our  fouls ;  for  by  it, 

X  Pet.  i.  9.  as  St.  Peter  tells  us,  God  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefiu 
Chrift  hath  regenerated  us  unto  a  lively  hope  of  an  inherit- 
ance incorruptible  and  undefiled,  refervedfor  us  in  ike  Aef- 

Rom.  V.  10.  vens :  and,  If  when  we  were  enemies^  we  were  reconciled  to 
God  by  the  death  of  his  Son,  much  more,  being  reconciled, 
wejhall  befaved  by  his  life.  Thus  may  our  Savioor*s  re- 
furre^ion  confirm  our  futh  concerning  the  efficacy  of  hb 
performances  for  us. 

4.  It  was  alfo  a  moft  drong  and  proper  ai^gument  to 
demonftrate  the  validity  of  his  promifes,  imd  the  truth  of 
his  doctrine  concerning  the  future  (late ;  (a  matter  moft 
important,  and  a  fundamental  ingredient  of  all  religion ;) 
an  argument  moft  ftrong,  I  fay,  as  demonfh^ting  by  pal- 
pable inftance  the  poflibility  of  what  he  promifed  and 
taught,  exemplifying  in  himfelf,  what  he  bade  others  to 
expeft,  that  by  divine  power  they  (hould  be  raifed  to  life: 
by  his  doftrine  he  brought  life  and  immortality  io  light, 
(a  point  fo  much  doubted  and  difputed  of  before ;  fo  litde 
feen  in  the  darknefs  of  natural  reafon,  fo  clouded  in  the 
uncertainties  of  common  tradition;)  but  by  his  refurrec- 
tion  he  proved  that  light  to  be  true  and  certain;  He 
thereby,  as  St.  Paul  exprefles  it,  (A£ts  xxvi.  23.)  by  the 
refurre^ion  from  the  dead,  did  moft  effe&uaUy,  fwf  xa- 
rayyikXavy  denounce  and  declare  light  to  the  people,  and 
to  the  nations,  (to  all  men,   both  Jews  and  Gentiles.) 


An  Expojition  on  the  Creed.  435 

Infinitely  weak  and  unfatisfadory  are  all  the  arguments, 
which   the  fubtleft  fpeculation  could  ever   produce,  to 
aflert  the  diftinflion  from  the  body,  the  feparate  exift- 
ence,  the  continuance  of  man's   foul  after  death ;    the 
providence  and  juftice  of  God  over  men  here ;  the  difpen- 
lations  of  reward  and  punifhmcnt  hereafter,  (thofe  great 
incentives  to  virtue,  and  difcouragements  from  vice,)  in 
comparifon  of  this  one  fenfible  experience,  attefting  to 
and  confirming  that  doSrine  which  contains  thofe  great 
things  >  and  for  the  fame  reafon  a  mod  proper  argument :  Vid.  1 1^. 
for  though  any  miracle  (plainly  and  convincingly  fo)  may'*  ^*  ^* 
fuf&ce  to  confirm  any  point  of  do£lrinc ;  yet  a  miracle  in 
the  lame  kind,  about  the  fame  matter,  is  more  immedi- 
ately pertinent  and  efficacious  to  that  purpofe.    By  curing 
the  fick,  our  Saviour  proved  that  he  could  remit  fins ;  and 
that  he  was  Lord  of  the  Sabbath;  having  authority  to 
difpenfe  with  the  rigorous  obfervation  of  pofitiye  laws ; 
and  in  like  manner  all  the  miracles  he  did  were  in  their 
nature  apt  to  prove  the  truth  of  whatever  he  taught ; 
The/i  were  turit,  faith  St.  John,  that  ye  might  believe  thai Soh,TJu9i. 
Je/us  is  the  Chrijl^  the  Son  of  God;  yet  fo  as  to. beget 
perfuafion  by  difcourfe  interceding,  and  by  virtue  of  a 
parity  in  reafon :  but  our  Saviour's  refurre£lion  did  prove 
the  poffilnlity  of  ours  (with  all  that  coheres  or  is  confe- 
quent  thereto)  dire£tly  and  immediately,  with  all  evidence 
poffible  to  fenfe  itfelf :  we  cannot  (confidering  this)  have 
any  pretence  to  doubt  of  what  he  and  his  Apofiles  have 
taught  us;   that  he  preceding  as  the  Jirjibom  from,  the^^'}'^> 
dead,  as  the frfifruits  of  them  that  fleepy  as  the  captain  1  cor!xv! 
of  life,  as  our  forerunner  and  pattern,  we  tv  iS/cp  rayfjictri,  ^j9a^?.: 
in  our  due  rank  and  feafon,  as  yoimger  fons  of  the  refur- v.  .31. 
reAion,  as  ferving  under  hb  command  and  conduct,  i'^L^J^xx'^* 
refemblance  and  imitation  of  him,  (hall  follow :  fo  that,  t/*36. 
the  Spirit  of  him  who  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead  doth^'  '''"• 
dwell  in  us,  he  that  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  deadjhall  alfo 
quicken  our  mortal  bodies  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelleth  m  us: 
that  if  we  have  been  planted  together  with  him  in  the  like^  Rom.  vi.  s. 
nefs  of  his  deaths  wejhall  be  alfo  (planted)  in  the  likenefs 
of  his  refurre&ion :  that  as  in  Adam  we  diedjfo  in  Chri/l  ^  ^^r.  xv. 
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wejhall  revive;  as  we  have  borne  the  imagi  of  the  earthfy 

iCor.vi.u.man,  wejhall  alfo  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenfyi  that  he 

^Cox.vt.iA.who  raifed  our  Lord^Jhall  raife  us  by  his  power  :  knowing 

U*V4^^^'^*«'  A^  who  raifed  the  Lord  Jefus  JhaU  alfo  raife  us  by 

Jefus.    Thus  is  the  refurredion  of  our  Siviour  able  and 

apt  to  beget  and  eflablilh  our  faith  concerning  his  perlbn, 

his  performances,  and  his  doSrine ;  and  it  beii^  in  inch 

manner  conducible  to  fo  high  purpofes^  it  was  reqnifite  it* 

felf  fhould  be  declared  with  nioft  clear  and  fiiU  evidence; 

and  that  it  (hould  be  fo,  God  did  abundantly,  provide.    I 

omit  the  types  and  myftical  reprefentations  whicfa  iaA 

forefhadow  it ;  and  the  prophetical  pafi^^  ezpreffing  or 

alluding  to  it ;  (having  incidently^  upon  other  occaficMis 

bordering  on  this  point,  formerly  tonched  Upon  the  prin^^ 

cipal  of  them ;)  and  only  fay,  that  no  nulttcr  of 'fiiift  is 

capable  of  furer  attefiation,  than  God  did  order  this  to 

Vid.  A£U    have.    He  did  tor^ei^oviiy  (predefign,  with  an  efpedal 

Luke'uiT.  ^^  P^^^  ^^^  ^^^  appoint)  witnefles  for  this  purpofe ; 
4^  perfons  in  all  refpe£ts,  for  their  number,  for  thdr  qualifi- 

!       '    *•  cations,  for  their  cjrcumftances*mo(l  con6derable  and  cr&- 
iCor.xv.6.dible:  not  one  or  two,  but  very  many,  {five  kundredj  St« 
Paul  tells  us,  f aw  him  at  once;)  not  firangers,  but  perfons 
JohnxT.a;.  moft  familiarly  acquainted  with  him,  {who  were  with 


33.  '  fi^^'^  the  beginnings  who  went  out  and  in  with  Atni^  for 
three  years'  fpace, yrom  his  baptifm  to  his  qfcenfion  ;)  not 
upon  relation,  or  at  a  didance,  but  by  immediate  fenfe 

Aas«.  41.  and  converfe  with  him,  {who  did,  as  St*  Peter,  one  of 

thegi,  tells  us,  eat  and  drink  with  him  after  that  he  rofe 

from  the  dead;)  not  from  a  iingle,  tranfient  experience,  bdt 

by  frequent  converfation  for  a  good  continuance  of  time) 

AOs  xiii.    M  mXilw^  hc^g^ffor  numy  days  together,  {To  whom,  faith 

ABm  i.  a.  ^^*  Luke,  he  prefented  himfelf  living  after  he  had  fuffeted 
by  many  certain  tokens,  being  feen  of  them  forty  days,  and 
Jpeahing  of  the  things  concerning  the  kingdom  of  God;) 
perfons  of  unqueftionable  difcretion  and  honefty,  who 
preached  fincerity  to  others^  (with  efie£tual  peffaafion>) 
and  in  other  things  irreprovably  praftlfed  it;  who  could 
have  no  imaginable  defign  in  teftifying  it,  befide  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  confcience  in  God's  fight;  as  encountering 
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thereby  the  moft  terrible  oppofitions  and  difficulties ;  in- 
currinig  moft  certain  and  mod  grievous  dangers^  troubles, 
and  fuSferings ;  without  any  poflible  benefit  (of  worldly 
profit,  honour^  or  pleafure)  accruing  thence  to  themfelves; 
without  any  comfort  or  fupport,  except  the  reward  they 
XBig^t  hope  for  from  God  for  the  performance  of  fo  diffi- 
cult and  troublefome  a  duty :  in  fine,  by  perfons  whofe 
teftimony  God  himfetf  ratified  by  extraordinary  graces 
(invincible  courage,  conftancy,  patience,  felf-denial,  meek- 
nefs,.  and  charity)  conferred  on  them;  by  miraculous 
works  openly  and  frequently  performed  by  them;  fo 
that  they  did  eSe&ually.  with  great  power  yield  their  tefti'- 
monjf.  Concerning  the  refurreSiion  of  the  Lord  JefiiSy  and 
great  grace  was  upon  them,  (great  appearance  of  the  di- 
vine &your  toward  them,  of  divine  goodnefs  in  them,)  as 
we  have  it,  AAs  iv.  33.  It  was  the  principal  part  of  their 
office  (of  the  higheft  apofiolical  office)  to  teftify  this  truth; 
as  we  fee  in  the  choice  of  Matthias,  where  it  is  laid, 
Wkerefore  of  thefe  men  which  have  companied  with  t^iAasi.  31, 
all  the.  time  that  the  Lord  Jefus  went  in  and  out  among  us,  ^^' 
mu/l  one  be  ordained  to  be  a  witnefs  with  us  of  his  refur-^ 
refHon..  And  beyond  the  providing  witnefles  fo  qualified, 
teftimonies.fo  credible,  what  could  God  himfelf  do  necef- 
(ary  to  convince  men  endued  with  any  competency  of 
reafon  and  ingenuity,  or  to  diftinguifh  them  from  men  of 
contiury  diipofition,  (unreafonably  and  unworthily  incre- 
dulous ;)  what  means,  I  fay,  could  farther  be  required,  to 
beget  and  confirm  our  fiuth  in  the  matter  of  our  Saviour's 
refuntiiftion>  and  confequently  of  all  doArines  taught  by 
Um.and  his  difeiples,  which  by  this  moft  fignal  miracle 
^n  ib  :perfe£dy  aflerted  and  proved  ? 

Now.  the  great  end  and  ufe  of  our  Savioyir^s  refurrec- 
tion  J>eing  thus  declared^  I  (hall  not  infift  upon  explaining 
^e  nature  thereof,  (it  being  clear  that  his  death  confifting 
in. the  fepamtion.of  foul  and  body,  each  departing  to  its 
place,,  his  jefurre^on,  oppofed  thereto  and  reftoring  him 
into  the  /ame  ftate,  muft  confift  in  refufcitatiug,  reducing, 

■  •  m 

and  xeunitiQg  them  together,  fo  as  to .  recover  all  vital  fa- 
cultiea^  and  ezercife  vital  operations,)  nor  in  confidering 
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the  caufes  efficient  thereof,  (which  it  is  certain  coiild  be 
no  other  than  that  divinity  common  to  the  three  Perfons 
individed  in  nature,  power,  and  operation ;)  whence  it  is 
attributed,  as  mod  commonly  to  God,  fo  peculiarly  fome- 
Rom.  vi.  4.  times  to  the  glory  and  power  of  the  Father,  who  in  order 
of  nature  and  in  all  common  operations  doth  precede; 
John  z.  i7,fometimes  to  the  Son,  who  laid  doom  his  life^  and  took  it 
18.  II.  19.   ^p  again^  who  demoliflied  the  temple  of  his  own  body,  and 
Rom.  i.  4.  reared  it  up  again ;  fometimes  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  by 
Mat"*ii     which,  as  he  did  caft  out  devils,  and  performed  other  his 
as.  great  works,  fo  he  did  this  grand  miracle ;  which  dwell- 

ing in  him,  did  quicken  his  mortal  body,  as  is  intimated 
and  by  confequence  arifes  from  the  place  forecited,  Rom. 
viii.  II.     Upon  thefe  things,  as  alfo  upon  the  manner  and 
circumftances  of  our  Saviour's  refurreAion,  I  (hall  not  in- 
fift,  having  not  leifure  fufficient  to  confider  and  profecute 
all,  but  only  to  touch  thofe  things  which  feem  moft  ma- 
terial and  ufeiul. 
Yet  muft  I  not  altogether  pafs  over  the  circumftance 
Aa»  X.  40.  of  time,  (becaufe  mentioned  here,)  Upon  the  third  day. 
1  Cor.  XV.  4.  rpj^ jg  jg  added,  as  it  is  commonly  in  Scripture  when  men- 
tion IS  made  of  our  Saviour's  refurreftion,  according  to 
the  common  manner  of  fpcech,  in  which,  when  we  relate 
any  ftory  or  matter  of  faft,  we  are  wont  to  adjoin  the  cir- 
cumftances,  (of  time  moft  commonly,  many  times  of  place, 
and  fometimes  of  other  refpeds  and  adjunds,)  as  (igns  and 
arguments  of  the  things  certainly,  and  our  afTurance  in 
affirming  it.     Fictions  ufually  go  naked  of  circumftances, 
nor  can  the  relators  of  them  tell  when  or  where  or  how 
the  matter  of  them  did  exift;  but  when  we  are  pundual 
in  circumftance,  it  (ignifies  we  are  ferious  and  confident^ 
and  grounded  in  the  thing  itfelf.   As  for  this  circumftance 
itfelf,  that  which  is  moft  remarkable  therein  feems  to  be 
the  wifdom  of  God  choofing  a  convenient  diftance  of  timej 
after  our  Saviour's  death,  for  his  refarre£i;ion ;  he  ftayed 
fo  long,  that  it  might  be  thoroughly  certain  our  Saviour 
was  really  dead,  beyond  all  poflUbility  of  recovery  by  na- 
tural means;    (all  natural  heat  being  neceflarily  extin«^ 
guifhed  by  that  durance  in  the  grave,  although  he  had 
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bem  taken  4own  with  fome  undifcemible  remainders 
thereof  from  the  crofs ;)  he  deferred  it  no  longer,  both 
becaufe  there  was  no  reafon  for  doing  fo,  and  becaufe  it 
was  fit,  that  while  men's  memories  were  freih,  their  paf- 
fions  warm,  their  fancies  bufy,  their  mouths  open  in  dif- 
courfe  concerning  his  death ;  while  the  defigned  witnefles 
were  prefent,  (both  enemies  watching  and  friends  attend- 
ing the  event,)  it  was,  I  fay,  then  moil  fitting  that  our 
Saviour  (hould  arife :  as  for  the  meaning  of  the  word 
ihirdf  (whether  it  be  to  be  taken  inclufively  in  refped:  to 
the  day  of  our  Saviour's  paflion,  or  fo  as  to  exclude  it,) 
with  the  reconciling  of  fome  Scriptures  feeming  diifonant 
in  the  point,  I  refer  you  for  fatisfadion  to  commentators 
upon  the  Gofpel ;  the  queftion  not  belonging  to  the  fub- 
ftance  of  our  faith,  nor  having  any  very  confiderable  influ- 
ence (that  I  fee)  upon  pradice.     I  proceed  therefore. 

^  afcenbed  into  l^abeti ;  and  Ottetg  ar  tjb^  rigl&t 
l^anii  of  CoH,  tSe  i^atjger  aimtgj^p* 

AFTER  our  Lord  had  (after  his  refurredion)  confum- 
mated  what  was  requifite  to  be  done  by  him  upon  earth 
for  the  confirmation  of  our  faith,  and  confiitution  of  his 
Church;  having  a  competent  time  converfed  with  his 
difciples,  (eftablifhing  their  faith,  enlightening  their  minds  Vid.  Luke 
in  the  knowledge  of  truth  and  underftanding  of  the  Scrip- JJJ*  ^^'^^ 
tures,  inflaming  their  afleftions,  comforting  their  hearts 
againft  enfuing  tribulations,  all  oppofitions  of  earth,  and 
hell,  for  his  fake ;  dire^ng  and  prefcribing  to  them  how 
they  (hould  proceed  in  their  inflruSing,  converting,  and 
reconciling  the  world  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  his 
law ;  fiimifliing  them  with  commiflion  and  authority  to 
teftify  his  truth,  to  difpenfe  the  tenders  of  grace  and  par- 
don procured  by  him,  to  coUeS  and  build  up  that  Church, 
which  he  had  purchafed  by  his  blood,  lailly  imparting  his 
eflS^ual  benediction  to  them ;  having,  I  fay,  done  thefe 
things,  (which  St.  Luke  exprefles  altogether  by  the  words 
irrmXafuvos  avrols,  that  is,  having  given  all  neceflary  in-AAsi.  3. 
ftru&ions,  and  laid  fitting  commands  upon  them,)  he  was, 
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Luke  zxiv.  in  their  prefence  taken^  carri^  up^  iankifdn,  iomfiptn,) 
^^'  and  afcended  into  heaven;  he,  tliat  is,  he  accOT^ng  to 

his  humanity,  his  body  and  foul  were  by  the  divine  power 
v^e**^^'  **f  tranflated  into  heaven :  into  heaven ;  what  is  meant  by 
i^t  iii  2s.  ^^^  ("^  ^^  utmoft  extent,  according  to  the  truth  of  the 

thing)  appears  by  other  phrafes  equivalent,  by  which 
John xiii.i.  this  a£tion  is  exprefled;  Afcending  to  the  Father;  that  is, 
Phil!  a.  9.  ^o  ^^^  place  of  Grod's  more  e(pecial  prefence  and  refi* 
Eph.  i.  30.  dence;  wherG  hfi^uvi^trof  rw  vrpoa-wirto  tou  0fotl,  he  appears 
Aasii.sd.  to  the  face  of  Ood;  being  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of 
V.  si.  vi.     QqJ^  ^^j^^^  jg^  ^Q  jjjg  place  of  higheft  eminency,  and  of 

Heb.ix.ia.greatell  proximity  to  God;)  entering  tig  tA  Seym^  (into 
16.'"*'*"'  thofe  moft  holy  places,  that  iTompw  too  xHToanrAa-fUBr^Si 
Luke  zxiy.  thofe  intimate  recefles  of  inacceflible  and  incommum* 
Heb.tv.i4.  cable  glory;)  being  aflumed  and  entering  into  glory ;  paff- 
ing  through  the  heavens,  (that  is,  all  places  above,  infie- 
Eph. tv.  10. rior  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  glory;)  afcending  unpoiw 
vrivraov  r»v  oOpavaov,  above,  beyond  all  heavens ;  becoming 
Heb.Tii.36.u4^i}Xarfpo;  reuv  oupamv,  (more  fublime  than,  advanced  above, 
the  heavens ;)  by  which  appears,  that  the  utmoft  term  of 
our  Saviour's  afcent  was  that  place  of  all  in  fituation  moft 
high,  in  quality  moft  holy,  in  dignity  moft  excellent,  in 
glory  moft  auguft ;  the  inmoft  fan^ary  of  God's  temple 
above,  not  made  with  hands ;  the  moft  fpecial  prefence- 
chamber  in  thofe  heavenly  courts.  Thither  did  our  Sa- 
viour afcend ;  and  there  (as  it  follows  here)  he  Jitleth  at 
God's  right  handy  for  the  ends  and  ufes  of  thefe  two,  (one 
whereof  is  only  the  way  or  tendency  unto  the  other,) 
confpiring  or  being  coincident,  (I  fhall  join  the  confider- 
ation  of  them  together;)  the  meaning  of  which  words  it  is 
not  hard  to  find  out,  it  being  obvious  that  the  ftate  of 
things  above  is  in  Scripture  reprefented  to  us  by  that  fi- 
militude,  which  is  apt  moft  to  beget  in  us  reverence  to- 
wards God,  (and  which  really  doth  moft  refemble  it;)  the 
ftate  of  a  king  here,  fitting  upon  his  throne ;  perfonages 
of  higheft  rank'  and  refpe£t,  his  neareft  relations,  his 
moft  beloved  favourites,  the  chief  miniftera  and  officers 
of  his  crown  attending  upon  him,  and  furroonding  his 
throne ;  fo  yet  that  for  diftin£tion,  fome  place  (more  emi- 
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lent  and  honourable  than  the  reft)  is  affigned  to  him^  to« 
xrard  whom  the  King  intends  to  declare  efpecial  regard 
ind  favour;  which  place  (by  cuftom  grounded  upon  rea- 
bns  plain  enough,  the  opportunity  of  neamefs  for  all 
cind  of  converfation  and  addrefs;  and  the  right  hand's 
idvantage  for  ftrength  and  a^vity,  acquired  by  ufe,  and 
:cmfequently  alfo  its  aptitude  to  give  or  take)  hath  been 
letermined  to  be  the  next  place  at  the  right  hand ;  (as  we 
fee,  for  inftance,  when  Bathflieba  came  to  Solomon,  it  is 
Ud,  The  king-^at  down  on  his  throne^  and  caufed  g.Jeat  to  1  Kinp  ii. 
he  Jet  for  the  king*s  mother;  andjhefat  on  his  right  hand:)  ^^' 
tbui  our  Siaviour  being  raifed  by  God  to  the  fupreme 
pitch  of  honour,  of  power,  of  favour  with  him,  having  aAst.  at. 
advanced  him  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repent^ 
inee  to  Ifraet,  afid  remiffion  ofjins;  having  yiiper^xa//^  Phil.  u.9» 
Uffi,  and  be/lowed  on  him  a  name  above  all  names,  to  which  ^^' 
%ll  knees  in  heaven,  in  earth,  under  the  earth  mu/l  how ; 
havit^feaied  him  in  lieavenly  places,  above  all  princtpa-  Eph.  i.  30, 
lity,  and  authority,  and  power,  and  dominion,  and  name 
[or  title)  that  is  named,  both  in  the  prefent  world  and 
Ihat  which  is  to  come;  having  committed  to  him  all  autho-  Mat.xxyiii. 
rUy  in  heaven  and  upon  the  earth;  given  all  things  in/ojohniii.3». 
ktl  hands ;  having  made  him  heir  of  all  things ;  fubjeAed^^^^-^'^^^' 
lU  things  under  his  feet,  (angels,  authorities,  and  power's,)  fieb.  i.  s. 
TTowned  him  with  (fovereign)  glory  and  honour ;  having  ^p^^' ?'j  ^^ 
^en  him  (what  that  innumerable  hoft  of  heaven  in  the 
Revelation  acknowledges  him  worthy  of,  v.  12.)  power, 
wd  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  Jirength,  and  honour,  and 
^Ury,  and  ble/fing,   (that  is,  all  good  and  excellence 
peflSble  in  the  higheft  degree;)  God  having,  I  fay,  con- 
ferred thefe  preeminences  of  dignity,  power,  and  favour 
upon  our  Saviour,  he  is  faid  therefore  to  havefeated  him»mBl{u». 
It  his  right  hand;  at  the  right  hand  of  the  power,  (as  it  is  Matc/x^Ti\ 
bfli  the  Gofpels;  that  is,  of  the  Sovereign  and  Almighty^* 
Potentate;)  at  the  right  hand  of  the  mqje/iy  on  high;  a'ndat  uke  zxU. ' 
Ihe  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God,  (as  it  is  in  the  Apoftle  ^*     „. 
to  the  Hebrews.)  So  much  plainly  the  v^hole  fpeech  im-  zii.  3. 
ports;  and  if  there  be  any  peculiar  emphafis  defigned  in^*"*^^^* 
the  word  y^/tvig,  beyond  that  which  is  fometimes  moreiPetiu.aa. 
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fimply  and  generally  faid^  being  at  God's  right  hand,  here 
may  be  farther  implied,  the  firm  pofleflion,  the  durable 
continuance,  the  undiOurbed  reft  and  quiet  of  this  glorious 
and  happy  condition  wherein  he  is  inftated ;  as  alfo,  it 
doth  augment  the  main  kuk^  fitting  being  the  moft  ho- 
nourable pofture ;  and  therefore  fignifying  to  the  utnioft 
that  eminency  of  favour  and  refpe^l  he  hath  in  God'» 
fight ;  as  alfo,  it  may  denote  farther  the  nature  and  qua- 
lity of  his  preferment ;  his  being  conftituted  to  rule  and 
to  judge  5  and  therefore  exprefled  as  fitting  upon  a  throne 
of  majefty,  upon  a  tribunal  of  juftice. 

So  much  briefly  may  ferve  for  the  explication  of  thefe 
two  points :  (for  as  to  the  words  fubjoined,  the  Father  AU 
mighty  J  whereof  the  latter  is  addititious,  and  not  extant 
in  the  more  ancient  forms  of  this  Creed,  having  confiderel 
them  before,  treating  upon  the  beginning  of  the  Creed, 
and  particularly  having  there  taken  the  word  Almighty  vol 
its  greateft  latitude,  fo  as  to  include  both  wayrox^imop  and 
iraeyro$uv0C|xo^,  paffing  over  the  critical  diftin^on  made  be- 
tween them;  I  (hall  not  repeat  any' thing  concerning 
them.) 

Now  as  to  the  ends  of  our  Saviour's  glorious  afcenfion 
and  abode  in  heaven,  the  efFe£ts  produced  thereby,  the 
ufes  which  the  belief  and  confideration  thereof  may  con- 
duce to ;  the  ends  and  efie£ts  thereof^  I  fay,  declared  in 
Scripture,  are  briefly, 

I  ft.  That  as  a  Prieft  and  Advocate  he  might  there  inter- 
cede for  us,  for  the  pardon  of  our  fins,  for  the  acceptance 
of  our  perfons,  for  the  fuccefs  of  our  prayers,  for  the  fup- 
ply  of  our  needs,  for  the  collation  of  all  benefits  and  blu- 
ings on  us  ^  reprefenting  his  merits,  pleading  our  caufe, 
prefenting  our  fupplications,  and  interpofing  his  favour 

Heb.vti.'A4*  and  authority  in  our  behalf;  He  ever  liveth  to  make  tnter' 
cejjion  for  us :  He  is  our  High-Prie/i,  fitting  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  Majefty  in  the  heavens,  there  performing  that 

Rom.  viii.  oflice  for  US :  tVho  Jhall  condemn  ?  It  is  Chri/i  who  is  at 
the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo  intercedeth  for  u$  (there :) 

1  John  ii.  3.  If  any  man  fin,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Je- 

Aas  V.  zi.fus  Chrift  the  righteous :  God  exalted  him  as  a  Prince  and 
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Siwiour,  to  give  repentance  unto  Ifraelj  and  remiUJifm  of 
ns.  It  is  by  him  that  we  do  'jF^ip^i^^M  t»  Of^^  have  our  Heb.vii.95. 
oceTs  to  God,  not  only  by  virtue  of  his  merits,  but  by 
lis  continual  ad  of  mediation  :  it  is  be,  that  in  the  golden  Rev.  viii.  a. 
enfer,  at  the  golden  altar  before  God,  offers  up  the  in- 
enfe  of  our  prayers,  confecrated  and  perfumed  by  his 
land. 

adly.    He  afcended  and   refides  in  heaven,  that  as  a 
ling  he  might  govern  us,  proted:  us,  fave  and  deliver  us 
rom  our  enemies ;  that  he  might  fubdue  and  deflroy  his 
nd  our  enemies ;  the  enemies  of  his  kingdom  and  of  our    , 
edvation ;  the  world>  the  fleih,  the  devil,  fin,  death,  and 
leU;  whatever  oppofes  his  glory,  his  truth,  his  fervice, 
nd  confequently  impedes  our  falvation,  either  by  open 
iolence  or  frauduloit  pradice.     God  did  fay  unto  him> 
Ui  thou  at  my  right  hand,  till  I  have  made  thine  enemies  Pfal-ot.  1. 
hy  footjitol;  and  accordingly,  He  muft  reign  until  he^^y^XW, 
\alh  put  all  his  enemies  under  his  feet :  no  power  (hall*- 1^- 
ye  able  to  withftand  his  will  and  command,  who  fits  95. 
it  the  helm   of  omnipotent  Sovereignty,  at  that  right 
land  which  governs  and  orders  all  things.     But  having 
lefore  fpoken  concerning  the  royal  office  and  lordftiip  of 
rur  Saviour,  I  (hall  add  no  more  to  this  purpofe. 

3dly.  Our  Saviour  tells  us  himfelf,  that  he  went  to  heaven  John  xiv.s, 
0  prepare  a  place  for  Us  ;  to  prepare  manfons  of  joy  and 
difs  in  God's  prefence,  where  is  fulnefs  of  joy ;   at  his 
ight  handy  where  are  pleafures  for  evermore.     He  is  our 
rp^pojxo;,  our  forerunner  into  heaven,  that  hath  difpofedHeb.vi.9o. 
Mngs  there  for  our  entertainment  and  reception ;  It  is  his  John  zvti. 
villf  that  where  he  f5,  there  we  Jhould  be  alfo;   that  u}e^^' 
night  contemplate  and  partake  of  his  glory. 

4thly.  Our  Saviour  alfo  tells  us,  that  it  was  neceflary 
lefhould  depart  hence,  that  he  might  fend  the  Divine  Spi« 
ity  the  power  from  on  high,  to  enlighten,  fan£iiiy,  and 
KMnfort  MS ;  If  I  go  not  away,  faith  he,  the  Paraclete  wilPohn  xvi.  7. 
wi  come  unto  you;  imt  if  I  go,  I  will  fend  him  unto  you:  49. 
that  iSf  God  in  his  wifdom  hath  appointed,  (for  the  exal- 
tation of  our  Saviour's  honour,)  that  fo  incomparably  ex- 
^dlent  a  gift  ihould  be  the  reward  of  his  obedience;  the 
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confequence  of  his  triumph ;  the  fruit  of  his  inteiceffion ; 
an  ornament  of  his  royal  eftate ;  a  pledge  of  his  princely 
munificence :  it  was  referved  as  a  mod  royal  gifit^  fit  to  be 
given  at  his  coronation;  his  being  inaugurated  and  in- 
vefted  in  fovereign  dignity,  power,  and  glory:  whence  it 
Jolin?ii.99.is  faid,  The  Holy  Spirit  was  not  yet^  (underftand,  was  not 
yet  poured  forth  and  beOowed  in  that  manner  and  mea* 
fure,  as  God  did  intend  to  do  it  hereafter,)  hecaufe  Je/us  was 
f^^  y^^  glorified :  it  was  from  Jefus,  received  into  gloiy, 
that  excellent  gift  was  defigned  to  come,  in  God's  purpofe 
and  promife.    Add  hereto  confequently, 

5thly.  That  all  good  gifts  and  gr^es  beftowed  on  the 
Church  in  general,  and  upon  every  member  thereof  finj^y, 
Ephef.  iv.  ufeful  for  the  perfe6iing  of  the  faints^  for  the  work  of  the 
*^'  miniftry^for  the  edification  of  Chr^i  body^  do  proceed 

EpheCiv.7>  hence;  To  every  one  of  you^  laith  St,  Pftul,  is  given  ^irace^ 
®»  **^*  according  to  the  meafure  of  the  gift  of  Chrifi:  whence  he 
faith,  (the  Pfalmift  faith,  prophefying  of  our  Saviour,) 
Pfai.  ixTiii.  Having  afcended  up  on  high^  he  led  captivity  captive^  and 
*^'  gave  gifts  unto  men. 

dthtyi,  I  might  add,  that  God  thus  advanced  our  Saviour 
to  fo  high  a  dignity,  to  declare  the  love  he  beard  to  jnety, 
righteoufnefs,  and  obedience,  in  fo  highly  rewarding  and 
Phil.  ii.  9.  dignifying  it ;  For  hecaufe  he  was  obedient  to  the.  deaths 
Heb.  ii.  9.  therefore  did  God  exalt  him :  For  thefuffering  of  deaths  do 
we  fee  Jeftis  croumed  with  glory  and  honour.    The  belief, 
therefore,  and  confideration  of  thefe  truths,  will  ferve 
(briefly)  to  nburifli  and  increafe  our  faith,  to  cherifli  and 
firengthen  our  hope,  to  excite  and  inflame  our  ckvotion, 
lo  dired  and  elevate  our  afie£don8,.to  enforce  and  engage, 
to  encourage  and  quicken  our  obedience* 
To  nourifh,  I  fay,  and  cherifli  our  faith  and  hope.  If  the 
1  Pet.  i.  a.  refurre6tion  of  our  Saviour  did  beget  in  us  a  ftrong  perfua^ 
fion  concerning  the  truth  of,  dnd  a  lively  hope  of  the 
good  proceeding  from,  our  Saviout's  undertaking  and  doc- 
trine.; his  afcenfion  declared  by  the  lame  indubitaUe  tef- 
tiiaiomei.  and  authorities  mufl  needs  nbiirifli,  augment, 
and  corroborate  them.    We  cannot  difthift  any  ][nromifes 
made  by  him ;  we  cannot  defpair'  of  ahy  good  from  himf 
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(not  of  rdiefy  fuccour^  fupply  in  our  firaits,  or  in  our 
needs ;  of  comfort  in  owr  afflictions ;  of  protedion  in  our 
dangers;  of  deliverance  from  our  miferies;)    from  him 
who  is  afcended  into  heaven,  and  (itteth  at  the  right  hand 
of  the  divine  power;   having  all  things  committed  to 
his  authority  and  difpofal.     It  alfo  ferves  to  excite  and 
inflame  our  devotions:   for  having  fuch  a  Mediator  in 
heaven,  fo  near  in  God's  prefence,  fo  much  in  his  favour ; 
fuch  a  matter  of  requefts ;  fo  good  a  friend  at  court ;  fuch 
a  favourite  at  hand,  to  prefent  up,  to  commend,  to  fartheV 
our  petitions;  ff^e-may^  as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews Heb. iv. i6. 
enjoins  us,  come  to  the  throne  of  grace  with  all  freedom  of 
fpeech  and  boldnefs,  that  we  may  receive  mercy ^  and  find 
grace  for  feafonahle  aid:    we  need  not  doubt  of  that 
promife  being  fulfilled ;  Whatever  ye  Jhall  ajk  in  prayer^  Matt.  xxi. 
believing^  ye  Jhall  receive:  and  what  greater  incitement J^j^l^^^^ 
can  there  be  to  devotion,  than  the  aiTurance  of  fo  good  i4* 
acceptance,  of  fo  happy  fuccefs  thereof?    The  proper  in« 
fluenoe  alfo  of  thefe  coniiderations  is  to  direA  and  elevate 
our  afie£dons  from  thefe  inferior,  mean,  vain,  and  bale 
things,  to  the  thbgs  above ;  Seek  the  things  above,  faith  Col.  iii.  i» 
St.  Paul,  where  Chriji  is  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  Gods  ** ''  *^- 
where  Cfarift  our  life,  our  hope,  our  treafure,  our  head  is» 
there  fhould  our  hearts  be,  thither  (hould  our  affeCdons 
tend ;   (here  fhould  our  voxlrettiiM  (our  bufinefs  and  con-  PbH-  i"-  ^^ 
verfiition)  be,  where  the  family  is  to  which  we  relate,  and 
its  Miafier;  where  the  city  is,  where  our  final  reft  aridHcb.xHi. 
abode  fhould  be,  {for  we  are  but  Jirangers  cend  pilgrims,  Htb.nl  is. 
and  fojoumersj)  with  its  Lord  and  Governor ;  where  our 
country  is,  the  place  of  all  our  eftate  and  concernment^ 
and  he  refides  which  only  can  make  it  good  to  us.     It^ 
laftly,  doth  engage  and  encourage  us  to  all  kind  of  obe- 
dience, to  confider  that  high  reward  of  eternal  glory  and 
httppinefs  which  our  Saviour  hath  obtained  as  a  reward 
of  his  obedience,  and  as  a  pledge  of  like  reward  defigned 
to  us.  If  we  tnfifl  in  his  footfteps ;  Let  us  run  the  race  thai  Heb.  xii.  i, 
is  fet  before  us,  faith  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  looking  ^* 
to  the  author  andfni/her  of'  our  faithy  Jefus  ;  who  for  the 
joy  fet  before  him  endured  the  crofs,  dejpijing  the  Jhame, 
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Luke  xzii.  tind  is  fet  at  the  right  hand  of  God :  I  covenant  to  yoK, 

^^'  faith  our  Saviour^  a  kingdom^  as  my  Father  covenanted  me 

a  kingdom :  fuppofing  we  obey  his  commandments^  we  (hall 

obtain  a  like  excellent  and  happy  eftate :  as  we  fee  God 

hath  performed  to  him,  fo  will  alfo  he  make  good  his 

aTim.  ii.    word  to  us ;    The  word,  faith  St,  Paul,  is  faithful  and 

"*  .         qffhredly  true:  if  we  have  died  with  him^  (to  luft  and  fio,] 

Rom.  Tiii.  UfC  Jhall  alfo  live  with  him,  (in  joy  and  glory;)  if  we  enr 

^^"  dure,  (in  obedience  and  patience,)  we  Jhall  alfo  r&ign  with 

him.    To  which  blefled  kingdom  God  in  his  mercy  bring 

us  all,  through  the  grace,  merits,  and  interceffion  of  him^ 

who  with  God  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  liveth  and 

reigneth  for  ever :  to  whom  be  all  praife  and  ^ory  for 

ever.  Amen. 

iFrom  tj^ence  j^  (ball  come  to  lutige  tj^e  ^ittcfi  atiii 

tBe£)eati. 

THIS  is  the  lad  of  thofe  particular  charafters  whereby 
the  grand  objeft  of  our  faith,  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Son  of 
God,  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  is  defcribed,  containing  a 
moft  eminent  office  peculiar  to  him,  implying  the  manner 
of  executing  it,  and  determining  the  extent  thereof:  the 
belief  of  which  is  of  principal  confequence,  and  in  a  ^)ecial 
manner  influential  upon  pradice;  whether  we  confider 
the  nature  of  the  office  or  the  (Quality  of  the  perfonde- 
ligned  thereto:  the  office,  to  judge;  the  Perfon,'  He; 
Jefus,  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Son  of  man,  (he  that 
was  bom,  that  died,  that  performed  and  fuffisred  fo  much 
for  us,)  he  (hall  judge.  Shall  judge :  There  is  no  confi- 
deration,  whereof  man's  mind  is  capable,  more  apt  to  ex- 
cite men  to  the  performance  of  duty,  to  reftrain  them 
from  offending,  and  to  beget  in  them  a  care  and  con- 
fcience  of  what  they  do,  than  this,  that  they  mufl  fome- 
time  hereafter  certainly  be  forced  to  render  an  account  oi 
their  aftions ;  that  they  mufl  undergo  a  moft  ftrid:  and 
fevere  fcrutiny;  and  fhall  be  dealt  with  according  to  the 
refult  thereof;  fo  as  to  be  approved  and  rewarded  for 
their  good,  condemni^d  and  punifhed  for  their  bad  lives ; 
a  man  confidering  and  being  perfuaded  of  this,  muft  ne- 
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ceflarily  accufe  himfelf  of  extreme  folly  and  madnefs,  if 
he  do  not  provide  for  that  account,  and  order  his  life  in 
refped  thereto.  This  perfuafion,  I  fay,  is  the  {harped  fpur 
ima^nable  to  the  doing  of  good^  the  flrongeft  curb  from 
doing  ill,  that  could  be  devifed ;  and  therefore  all  nations 
in  fome  manner  have  acknowledged  it  as  a  fundamental 
principle  of  religion,  (men  generally^  with  a  ready  in- 
clination, have  embraced  it  as  fo,)  that  after  this  life  men 
ihall  be  brought  to  a  juft  impartial  bar,  their  actions 
fcanned  exadly,  their  perfons  doomed  accordingly  to 
comfort  or  pain. 

And  indeed  fetting  this  apart,  all  other  incentives  to 
TOlue^  and  all  avocatives  from  vice,  (which  common  ex- 
perience or  philofophical  fpeculation  do  afford  us,)  feem 
very  blunt  and  faint ;  do  promife  fmall  efk& :  the  native 
beauty  and  intrinlic  worth  of  virtue,  the  conveniences  flow-  . 
ing  from  it,  the  commendation  that  attends  it,  its  moft 
goodly  fruits  of  health,  peace,  and  tranquillity,  comfort 
and  latisfa^on  of  mind;  (befide,  that  they  are  ufually 
balanced  with  contrary  inconveniences,  difficuldes^  crofles> 
troubles,  and  pains ;)  if  they  do  not  extend  beyond  this 
tranfitory  life,  how  can  they  in  reafon  be  very  confiderable 
and  efficacious  to  engage  men  to  adhere  thereto?  how 
can  the  worft  of  prefent  evils  accompanying  or  following 
vice,  its  innate  deformity  and  turpitude,  the  diftempers, 
difhirbances,  and  difgraces  fpringing  from  or  waiting  on 
it,  (which  alfo  are  often  tempered  with  f(Mne  kinds  of 
picafure,  advantage,  and  latis&^on,)  if  no  more  hereafter 
is  to  be  feared,  be  fufficient  to  deter  or  difcourage  men 
from  the  purfuit  thereof?  the  danger  of  death  itfelf  (the 
moft  extreme  punifhment  which  man  can  inflid,  and 
which  our  nature  doth  moft  abhor)  doth  not  fignify  much 
toward  the  diverting  indigent  or  ambitious  or  paffionate 
men  from  the  moft  defperately  wicked  attempts :'  it  is 
Tully's  obfervation,  and  he  infers  from  it  the  necef- 
fity  of  fuppofing  future  punifliments,  in  order  to  men's  re- 
ftraint  from  fuch  a6tions ;  Ut  aliqua,  faith  he,  in  vita  for-  iv.  in  Catil. 
tnido  improbis  ejfet  pqfita,  apud  inferos  ejufmodi  qucedam 
iUi  antiqid  fupplicia  impiis  conftituta  ejfe  volueruni,  quod 


44^  ^»  Expofiiion  on  the  CreedL 

videlicet  intelligebani  his  remotis  non  effi  mortem  ipfm 
pertimejcendam :  (that  in  this  life  there  might  be  feme 
fear  upon  wicked  men,  thofe  ancients  would  have  fimie 
punifhment^  appointed  below  for  impious  perfons;  be- 
caufe,  forfooth,  they  underftood,  that  thefe  being  £et  apart, 
death  itfelf  was  not  much  to  be  feared.)  Neither  b  tbi» 
'  perfualion  thus  only  a  fpecial  inftrument  of  virtuey  biit  the 
fuppofal  thereof  is  otherwife  a  neceiTary  fupport  of  all 
religion,  fecuring  the  firft  and  main  principles  thereof,  the 
being  of  a  God  and  his  providence :  the  belief  of  a  Deity, 
according  to  any  tolerable  notion  thereof;  of  a  prcm* 
dence  over  human  affairs,  fuch  as  might  engage  and  en- 
courage to  religious  performance,  cannot  fubfift  without 
fupporting  a  futiu^  judgment :  the  objedlons  that  afiol 
both,  would  ftrike  too  hard,  and  pierce  too  deep,  if  tbis 
fhield  did  not  receive  and  repel  them..  To  fee  the  moft 
innocent  and  virtuous  perfons  conflift  all  their  days  vnAi 
crofTes  and  hardfhips,  and  (as  it  fometimes  happeneth) 
after  all  to  die  miferably,  in  great  pain  and  ignomihy;  and 
again,  to  obferve  perfons  moft  outrageous  in  lewdnefs  and 
injuftice,  to  flourifli  and  rant  it  out  in  a  long[  un<Uftiirbed 
courfe  of  profperity,  ending  their  lives  fairly  and  quietly^; 
hath  caufed  feme  men  to  doubt  whether,  hath  induced 
others  flatly  to  difbelieve,  that  there  is  a  good  and  a  juft 
Governor  of  the  world  ^  and  that,  not  without  apparent 
caufe,  fuppoiing  all  accounts  to  be  made  up  here,  *no 
reckoning  to  renudn  to  be  caft  up  by  divine  goodnefs  and 
juftice  hereafter ;  then  would  it  in  fome  fort  feem  true  what 
Cic.de  Nat.  he  faid,  &ewv  SvuZo^  rou$  xcaiig  tiimiAomlf^  (it  is  a  rqproadi 
'  "'  to  God,  that  bad  men  fhould  be  fo  happy;),  then  had  Diar 
goras  argued  probably  from  an  unpuhiflied  peijury,  that 
he  which  fuflFered  himfelf,  and  others  uiider  his  care,  to  be 
fo  abufed,  did  not  exift,  or  did  pot  regard  what  was  done; 
and  Dionyfius  ndight  have  authorized  his  facrilege,  by 
his  profperous  navigation;  and  with  fome  (hew  might 
Diogenes  fay,  that  Harpalus's  fuccefsful  treachery  and 


^  Dies  defictat,  (i  ?eUin  numerare  quibus  bonis  male  erenerit,  nee  miiias 
fi  commemorem,  quibus  improbis  o|>dme.   Gc,  dt  Nat,  Dm  iiU 
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pme  did  teflimonium  contra  deos  dicere,  yield  a  {hrewdimprpbo. 
(limjony  agaiofi  the  being  and  providence  of  God.   But,  profperita- 
i  the  contrary,  fuppofing  a  judgment  to  follow,  and  a^^*^*^*^*"*" 
oceeding  according  thereto,  all  thefe  difcourfes  have  no  redarguunt 
Pce  or  moment ;  God's  prefent  connivance,  (as  it  were,)  ^"5  j^Jebtt) 
patient  indulgence  toward  bad  men,  will  argue  no  more,  vim  omnem 
an  what  becomes  him;  his  excefs  of  goodnefs  in  expect- pQ^teJ^uem? 
g  thofe  bad  men's  return  to  a  better  mind,  or  his  wife 
verity  in  fuflfering  them  to  proceed  to  an  inexcufable 
ig;ree  of  wickednefs,  to  be  ftrifiUy  inquired  into  and  fe- 
lely  punifl^ed  hereafter ;    as  neither  then  doth  God's 
irmitting  good  men  to  fuflfer  deeply  here  infer  any  thing 
ejudicial  to  his  goodnefs  or  juAice;    fince  thereby  he 
aJkes  them  fitter  for^  and  gives  them  a  furer  title  to,  that 
nrard,  which  he  intends  hereafter,  after  trial  and  appro* 
tion  of  their  virtue,  to  confer  upon  them.    Thus  doth 
is  dodrine  clear  the  providence  and  eftablifh  the  great 
Tibutes  of  God ;  therefore  doth  Chriftianity  mod  fully 
d  clearly  teach,  mod  eamefily  and  frequently  inculcate 
LB  pointy  with  all  poilible  advantage,  both  for  the  juftifi- 
tion  of  the  divine  attributes,  and  the  excitation  of  us  to 
virtuous  and  pious  life.     It  tells  us,  that  all  men's  Dan.Tii.io. 
doDs  are  regiftered  in  books  written  with  greateft  punc-  ^^'  *** 
sjity  and  exa£lne(s,  (the  books  of  divine  omniicience ;) 
at  all  perfons  (hall  be  cited,  and  prefented  at  the  bar, 
Fe  mufi  alt  ^vipoo^yaiy  be  made  to  appear,  iragiaraa^atf  be  Rom.  znr. 


10. 


t  Jorth,  at  the  judgment-feat  of  Chri/l:  If  aw  ^hedeadf^^^^ 
'eat  and  fmallfjlanding  before  God^s  throne  ;)  that  every  Rev.  xx.19, 
ought>  every  word,  every  work  of  man  (hall  be  dtfclofed 
id  difcufled,  with  its  due  quality  and  defert;   {God  wilh  Cor.ifr.5. 
ing  to  light  t/ie  hidden  things  of  darknefs,  and  will  make 
fodfefi  the  counfels  of  hearts :  Every  idle  word  that  men  Matt.  xH. 
tM  fpeak,  thereof  they  Jhall  render  account  at  the  day  of^^ 
dgntent :    Every  work  Jhall  be  brought  into  jitdgment,  Ecclef.  xii. 
iih  every  fecret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  ^^' 
r  evil;)  that  acjCordii;^g  to  the  quality  of.  their  doings, 
419  dete&ed  and  examined,  the  merits  of  each  caufe 
ei^ed;  every  plea  heard^  every  cafe  confidered  and  tried 
icordiog  to  ti;ulh.    Men  ihall  be  acquitted  wa^  com- 
VOL.  V.  o  g 
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yui.  tfthcf.  mended,  or  decbred  gtiMty  atnd  condemned ;  a  d&6ti6yt 
1  Cor/iv.'5.  Sentence  pafling  upon  every  one,  twat¥og  ytftj/rwrm  hiiar^, 
praife  (thaX  is,  generally,  a  due  taxation  and  efteem,  acoord- 
ing  to  defert)  (hall  be  made  to  every  one  by  the  righteous 
Judge.    That  this  fentence  doth  include  a  graaoos  re- 
ward and  a  juft  punifliment  afligned  refpedively;   ever" 
lading  glory  and  joy  to  them  which  have  done  well,  end- 
lefs  fliame  and  forrow  to  them  who  have  done  ill ;   which 
Nbitt.  xYi.  (hall  be  infallibly  executed :  (for,  God  will  render  to  everg 
Rom.ii.6-^  wiflij  according  to  his  works — To  them  who  by  patient  ewi- 
>o.  tinuance  in  well-doing  feek  for  glory  and  honour  and  im- 

mortality,  eternal  life;  but  unto  them  that  are  conteniimUf 
and  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey  unrighteonfnefs^  indig- 
nation and  wrath,  tribulation  and  angui/h,  upon  every  fnd 
of  man  that  doeth  evil — but  glory,  honour,  and  peace,  to 
every  man  that  worketh  good ;  fo  St.  Paul  in  the  feoond 
»Cor.  V.  10.  to  the  Romans  .*   JVe  mtift  all  appear  before  the  trilmnal  of 
Chrifij  hot  xo/uo-ifrai  fxaorof,  that  every  one  may  bear  ae* 
cording  to  the  things  done  in  the  body,  whether  good  or 
MaiLMiv.  ^i^    That  all  this  Ihall  be  performed  in  a  moft  puMic 
Vid.  Matt,  and  folemn  manner,  in  open  court,  in  the  face  of  all  the 
Ljoke Vii.  9.  w^'*'^*  before  angels  and  men  5  to  the  conviflion  and  fa- 
Rom,  ii.  5.  tisfa6lion  of  all ;  fo  that  the  confciences  of  all  concerned 
(hall  be  forced  to  acquiefce  in  their  doom,  as  moft  juft  and 
equal ;  and  all  (hall  confefs,  and  fay  with  them  in  the  Re- 
Rbt.  xix.  T,  velation,  Salvation,  and  glory,  and  honour,  and  power,  he 
to  the  Lord  our  God;  for  true  and  righteous  are  his  ways: 
Great  and  wonderful  are  thy  works,  O  Lord  God  Almighty; 
righteous  and  true  are  thy  urays,  0  thou  King  of  Saints. 

Thus  (and  much  more  fiilly  than  time  will  permit  me 
to  relate)  doth  our  religion  and  holy  Scripture  fet  out  that 
judgment,  which  all  men  hereafter  mud  undergo;  wherein 
the  wonderful  clemency  of  God  (hall  be  demonftrated; 
wherein  his  exad  juftice  (hall  be  declared ;  wherein  the 
knotty  myderies  of  his  providence  (hall  be  unfolded; 
Rom.  ii.  5.  wherein  his  honour  (that  feems  now  to  fuller  fo  much) 
(hall  be  fiiUy  repaired  and  vindicated ;  wherein  all  fcores, 
that  now  run  on,  (hall  be  quitted  and  made  even.  Such, 
I  fay,  (hall  the  judgment  itfelf  be  3  the  ebnfideration  of 
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ti,  if  it  make  no  imprefllion  upon  our  hearts,  if  it 

:  no  dread  within  us^  if  it  do  not  render  us  fomewhat 

and  watchful  over  our  doings^  what  means  can  be 

ined  able  ?  what  method  apt  to  do  it  ?  what  a  defpe- 

bardnefs  and  infenfibility  do  we  lie  under  1  how  de- 

bly  blind  and  (lupid  are  we  1  more  ftupid  than  Felix,  aAs  iziv. 

hearing  St.  Paul  difcourfe  of  judgment  to  come,^'* 

not  forbear  trembling;  more  blind  and  fenfelefs 
thofe  obftinate  fons  of  darknefs,  the  devils  them- 
9  who  believe f  and  tremble.  James  ii.i9« 

t  pafling  the  judgment,  let  us  (which  (hould  more 
ngage  us,  and  may  work  farther  on  us  to  the  fame 
»fe)  confider  the  Judge:  Hejhall  come  to  judge  ;^-^He: 
\at  came  once  in  our  nature,  (with  wonderful  conde- 
Ml  of  grace  and  charity,)  to  free  us  from  fin  and  mi^ 
be  that  fuffered  fo  deeply  for  us ;  he  that  died  to 
tn  us;  he  (hall  come  to  judge.    The  original  andRom. xiv. 
ite  right  or  power  of  judging  appertains  to  God,  ^' 
i  creatures,  whofe  fubje&s,  whofe  fervants  we  are 
lUy;  as  he  is  the  Sovereign  Lord  and  King,  fo  is  he  Heb.xii.93. 
udfi^e  of  all ;  as  we  owe  obedience  to  the  laws  he  9^'  *^"^ 
prefcribed  us,  performance  of  the  fervice  he  hath 
td  us,  improvement  of  the  talents  he  hath  com- 
1  to  us;    fo  we  fland  bound  to  render  account  to 
>f  the  due  performance  in  thofe  refpe£is, .  and  ob- 
OB  to  the  judgment  he  {ball  make  thereof.    All 
lent  therefore  muft  be  exercifed  either  immediately 
3d  himfelf,  or  in  fuboniination  to  him ;  in  his  name 
ght,  by  virtue  of  authority  and  power  derived  from 
and  it  (for  the  honour  of  his  Son,  for  the  comfort 
I  hath  he  delegated  and  committed  to  Jefus  our  Sa- 
;  not  immediately  by  himfelf,  but  by  his  Son  he 
letermined  to  judge  the  world;  The  Father  judgeth sohny.  12. 
m,  (faith  our  Saviour  himfelf,)  but  hath  committed 
dgment  to  the  Son:  and,  God,  faith  St.  Paul,  AaMAasxviU 
tied  a  day,  in  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  right' ^^' 
fs,  by  the  man  whom  he  hath  ordained :  and,  faith  St* 

God  hath  commanded  us  to  preach  unto  the  people,  ^as  z.  49^ 
B  ie/iyy  that  it  is  he  which  was  ordained  of  God 

og« 
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Rom.  liv.  to  be  th  Judge  of  quick  and  dead :  and.  It  is  thejudgmM- 
a  Cor.  T.  10.^^  ^f  t^'Ari/l,  before  which  we  mu/i  all  appeor.    In  6nt, 
Joha  ▼.  27.  The  Father,  faith  our  Saviour^  hath  given  to  the  Son  aniho' 
rity,  to  execute  judgment,  for  that  he  b  the  Son  ^  mm\ 
(hath  committed  to  him  authority  regal  and  judicial;  for 
that  he  is  that  Son  of  man,  whom  God  had  defigned  to 
this  office,  even  of  old^  as  we  fee  in  Daniel  vii.  13^  14.  tad 
in  Ifaiah  ix.  6,  7.) 
^hn  V.  33.     It  is  plain  then^  that  our  Saviour  is  by  defigmoent  and 
deputation  from  God  invefted  with  this  gpreat  offioa  aad 
power.    And  why  God  fo  appointed  him  mmy  leafons 
may  be  afiigned ;  upon  maiiy  accounts  our  Savioiur't  pcf- 
fon  may  appear  moft  fit  for  this  grajid  eipployoieQl.  {faw 
could  Grod  more  plainly  fbew  his  goodnefa  in  thia  maUsr, 
than  by  conftituting  fuch  a  Judge  ?  Seeing  that  judgmcBl 
fliould  pafs  upon  us,  it  was  neceflary  and  requifile^  bov 
could  the  terror  and  feverity  thereof  be  better  tempotdy 
than  by  putting  the  execution  thereof  intci  fuch  hands  ? 
whom,  were  the  choice  pernutted  to  us^  ihould  we  iad»r 
fubmit  to^  than  to  him  who  is  by  nature  our  hrothcr; 
who  in  difpolition  is   meek  and  lowly*  compaffioDale 
and  merciful ;  who  by  fo  many  figneJ  experiments  bath 
exprefled  fuch  an  excefs  of  kindnefs  and  charity  towaid 
us ;  who  hath  fo  confpicuoufly  evidenced  himfelf  to.  be  the 
bed  friend  of  mankind ;  that  he  ardently  deiires  the  falvft- 
tion  of  all  men,  even  of  his  word  enemies  >  whom  he  ipent 
his  blood  for,  whom  he  prayed  for,  dying;  whom  he  con- 
tinually invites  to  reconciliation  and  repentance?    How 
alfo  could  God  better  declare  his  juftice,  than  in  ftT^Hi?^ 
him  to  this  pitch,  who  out  of  obedience  and  compliance 
with  his  will  defcended  fo  low,  and  underwent  fo  much  ? 
Who  better  deferved  a  crown,  who  more  righteoufly  would 
manage  a  fceptre,  than  he  who  willingly  bore  a  crofs^  who 
patiently  fubmitted  to  a  fcourge }  It  was  alfo  equal  and 
fit,  that  be  who  was  unworthily  rejected  and  cMpiibd, 
cruelly  abufed   and    perfecuted,  unjuiUy  accufisd,  con- 
demned, and  (laughtered  by  men,  fliould  be  requited  with 
power  to  right  himfelf  upon  them;  to  reprobate  them 
worthily  who  had  unworlhily  sejefted  hip  j   to  jud^ 
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thtni  juftl^,  who  had  wickedly  condemned  lum;  to 
l^ifh  thea  feverely,  who  had  unmercifiiUy  afflided  \nm% 
that  he  ihould  fee  his  proud  and  fpiteful  enemies  lying 
under  his  feet,  at  his  dilcretion. 

Add  hereto  die  wifilom  of  God  in  defigkiing  him  to  be 
Jodgey  whom  they  who  were  to  be  judged  might  fee  and 
hear^  and  converfe  with ;  whom  the  godly  with  cheerful 
fiitit&3ion  and  comfort,  the  wicked  with  befitting  terror 
ind  aftohifliment,  might  behold  \  they  with  imexpreifible 
joy  hear  him  coinmending,  acquitting,  and  bleffing  them^ 
tbofe  with  difmal  amazement  and  regret  hear  him  pror 
flouncing  the  fatal  fentence  atid  curfe  upon  them;  they 
iwith  humble  thankfiilnefs  acknowledge  his  grace,  thofe 
with  confufion  confefs  their  guilt ;  Behold^  fidth  St.  John 
in  the  Revelation,  (i.  7.)  ^  comeik  with  cUuds;  arid  every 
r/ffe  Jkall  fee  him,  even  they  who  did  pierce  him*  TheJer.ic.  lo. 
dreadful  prefence  of  God  were  neither  difcemible  nor  fup- 
portable  by  guilty  men ;  fFho  mayjiand  in  hisjight  when  Pf.  ixxvi.^. 
amce  he  is  angry  P  ^'  *^*"-  •' 

I.  Who  could  endure  to  hear  that  voiee,  at  which  /Ae  Pf.  xlTi.  s. 
mrth  melteth;  that  reproof,  at  which  the  pillars  of  Ae«-Jobzxvi. 
vem  tremble  $  that  majefty,  in  prefence  whereof  the  purefi  \l^  ^|^  ^ 
fer^ihims  are  conftrained  to  hide  their  faces  ?  how  ihOuld 
impure  men  abide  that  face  which  no  man  can  behold 
wodA  live?    But  the  milder,  though  ^orious  and  bright 
§fye&  of  the  Son  (^  man,  all  men,  in  fome  manner,  may 
be  capable  to  fee ;  and^  if  we  believe  St.  Auftin>  Re&um 
tfot  ut  judicandi  viderent  judicem;  It  was  fit  that  they 
who  were  to  be  judged  (hbuld  fee  their  Judge* 

So  much  reafon  there  was,  (and  more  queftionlefs,  be*- 
yond  what  we  can  know  or  comprehend,)  that  our  Sa- 
viour Jefus  (hould  be  deiigned  and  deputed  to  this  of*- 
fice;  in  it  we  may  admire  the  wiidotn  alid  adore  the 
jnfticd  of  God ;  for  it  we  may  applaud  his  goodnefs  and 
okmency* 

We  diay  alfo  (that  this  do£biiie  may  have  the  greatejr 
iapreffion  upon  our  hearts  and  infiueitce  upon  our  pracr 
tiot)  fitfther  confider,  how  great  an.  aggfavation  it  will 
fbfm  to  our  whether  fooliih  pfenrerfeaefs  or  fk>ihful  neglir 
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gence ;  what  extreme  difingenuityi  how  wretched  ingrati- 
tude it  will  argue  in  us,  to  be  caft  and  condemned' by  fiidi 
-  a  Judge;  a  Judge  fo  jufi  and  equal,  fo  mild  and  gentk, 
fo  benign  and  favourable  to  us !  With  what  face^  we  hav- 
ing tranfgrefied  his  moft  good  and  righteous  laws ;  haiang 
violated  our  manifold  obligations  and  engagements  toward 
him ;  having  abufed  his  fo  great  love  and  good-will  to- 
ward us;  having  rejeded  his  gracious  tenders  of  mmy 
and  favour ;  defeated  his  moft  ferious  purpofes,  fruftrated 
his  mod  earned  endeavours  for  our  good ;  having  fo  for^ 
feited  all  his  favour,  and  incurred  his  moft  grievous  <fif- 
pleafure,  fliall  we  appear  in  his  prefence?  how  ihall  we  bear 
the  frowns  of  fo  dear  love  changed  into  fierce  difdain,  of 
higheft  patience  turned  into  extreme  fury,  of  fo  great 
majefty  provoked  by  fuch  afiroiits  ?  With  what  heart  fluJl 
we  be  able  to  hear  that  voice,  which  did  once  fo  fweetly 
and  afle6tionately  found  words  of  peace  and  comfort  in 
our  ears ;  that  fo  kindly  invited  us  to  peace,  fo  meekly  en- 
treated us  to  compliance,  now  uttering  only  bitter  com- 
plaints and  rebukes,  thundering  forth  words  of  indigna- 
tion and  terror,  denouncing  horrible  threats  and  curfe^ 
upon  us  ?  But  let  this  fuffice  for  the  nature  of  the  office 
and  a£t  of  judging,  and  for  the  Perfon  exercifing  it.  Here 
is  farther  implied, 

a.  The  manner  of  its  exercife,  or  execution ;  or  rather 
the  manner  of  his  addrefs  and  proceeding  thereto,  (Erom 
thence  he  Jhall  come;)  the  which  we  have  in  Scripture 
(for  begetting  anfwerable  veneration,  regard,  and  awe 
within  us)  defcribed  to  be  with  greateft  folemmty,  glory, 
and  magnificence.  He  came  once  in  a  meek  humility  to 
Afts  iii.  31.  teach  us  our  duty,  but  he  fliall  come  agdn  with  a  terrible 
i6^*fl*^  majefty  to  exad  an  account  thereof;  taking  his  progrefs 
from  the  higheft  heavens,  in  a  moft  royal  ftate,  attended 
upon  with  a  numerous,  (or  rather  an  innumerable,  v^om $  ol 
jyioi  ofyyeXoi,  all  his  holy  angels  s  it  is  Matt.  xxv.  31. 
ff^en  the  Son  of  man  ^fliall  come  in  his  glory,  and  his  holy 
angels  with  him;  that  is,  an  innumerable  company,  as  we 
read  it  Heb.  xiii.  aa.)  an  innumerably  numerous  and  pom- 
pous trpn  of  glorious  angels,  accompanied  with  triumph- 
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ant  flunits  and  acclamations;  a  trumpet  (blown  by  the 
mouth  of  an  archangel)  founding  before  him  an  univerlal 
ibmmons,  with  a  noife  fo  loud  and  piercing,  as  fhall  im- 
mediately, and  in  ihe  twinkling  of  an  eye,  (hake  all  the  i  Cor.  xt. 
earth,  and  roufe  the  dead  out  of  their  mortal  dumber.  ^^' 
This  fame  Jefus^  faid  the  angels  to  the  Apoftles,  expreffing  Aas  i.  11. 
the  thing  in  a  more  plain  and  fimple  manner^  which  isiiy%, 
iakenupjrom  you  into  heaven^  Jhall  fo  come  in  like  manner 
as  ye  havefeen  him  go  into  heaven  ;  (a  cloud  took  him  up 
from  their  eyes ;  the  clouds  fhould  refiore  him  to  fight ;  l^*  i*  7« 
for.  Behold  he  cometh  with  clouds^  and  every  eye  fhall  fee 
him^  fiuth  St.  John:)  and.  They  JhxiU  fee  tlie  Son  ofman^ Matt.  zzIt. 
himlelf  tells  us,  coming  upon  the  clouds  of  /leaven  with^^^^^'^*' 
power  and  great  glory :    and,  The  Lord  himfelf  faith  St.  1  TheC  it. 
Paul,  fhaU  defcend  from  lieaveny  iv  xfXf^fAan,   (widi  a  ^^' 
fliout^  with  an  exciting  fummons,)  with  the  voice  of  an 
archangelf  with  the  trump  of  God:  The  Son  of  manjhall^^^^^' 
come  in  the  glory  of  his  Father  with  his  angels;  and  then 
fhall  he  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  pradicet 
IVhen  the  Son  of  man  fhall  he  revealed  from  heaven  u;iiisTbeff.i.7> 
Ids  mighty  angels. 

So  the  Scriptures  (to  the  purpofe  forementioned,  to 
b^et  refpeA  and  dread  in  us)  declare  that  our  Saviour 
(hall  come  at  the  end  of  the  world,  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, and  how* 

Here  is  farther  determined  the  extent  of  this  judgment: 
he  fhall  come  to  judge  $  whom  ?  how  many?  All,  without 
exception;  exprefled  by  the  words  quick  and  dead:  which 
expreffion  is  taken  from  thofe  words  of  St.  Peter,  (Afts  x. 
4a.)  wherein  our  Saviour  is  faid  to  be  defigned  by  God, 
ufiri^  ^throw  xei  vffxpcoy,  the  judge  of  the  living  and  the 
dead:  or  of  St.  Paul,  {2  Tim.  iv.  i.)  /  charge  thee  there^ 
fore^  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriftj  who  fhall 
judge  the  quick  and  dead  at  his  appearing  and  his  king* 
dom :  or  thofe  of  St.  Peter  again,  (i  Ephef.  iv.  5.)  Who 
fhall  render  an  account  to  him  that  is  ready  to  judge  the 
quick  and  dead :  add  a  like  place,  (Rom.  xiv.  9.)  That  he 
may  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  living :  thefe  places  evi- 
dently confirming  the  truth  of  the  propofition,  yet  ig 

ag;4 


that  the  mciaiiing  thereof  hath  remained  fomewhali 

biousj  and  that  themfelves  have  feemed  to  need  expliea- 

tion :  for  it  being  a  common  law,  to  whidi  all  men  by 

nature,  by  defert,  by  divine  appointment,  are  fubjefty  to 

pr.lxxxix.  undergo  death,  (for,  fVhat  man  is  he  that  Jhttll  not  fee 

Hcb.lx.ar.^^'*  /*  /if  w  appointed  for  men  once  to  die,  and  after  death 

kwiMurm.  judgment y)  why  fhould  not  the  dead  comprehend  all  that 

are  to  be  judged  ?    as  we  fee  it  expreiled  in  the  Bete* 

ReF.zx.i3.1ation;  I  faw  the  dead,  fmall  and  great^  fianding  b^ore 

God — and  the  dead  were  judged  Jrom  the  things  writ  ten  ta 

the  books,  according  to  their  works.  The  dead  were  judged; 

no  mention  is  made  of  the  living :  wherefore  fome  have 

interpreted  the  dead  and  living,  not  for  a  diftindion  of  per* 

ions,  but  of  parts  in  men ;  the  living  fouls  and  dead  bo-* 

dies  of  men :  others  have  taken  them  metaphorically  $  the 

livingy  (that  is,  righteous  men,  men  endued  with  a  fpiii'* 

Eph.  U.  1*  tual  life ;)  the  dead^  (that  is,  men  dead  in  trejpaffet  and 

frts,  void  of  fpiritual  fenfe  and  a&ivity.)     But  the  diffi* 

culty  mentioned  is  not  fo  ftrong  as  to  force  us  upon  lb  re^ 

taote  and  abfonous  expofitions :    St.  Paul  hath  evidently 

enough  (hewed  us  how  to  underdand  the  words,  and  how 

to  fcdve  the  knot  propounded ;  that  by  the  living  are  to 

be  underdood  thofe  who  fhall  be  found  (and  as  it  were 

furprifed)  alive  when  our  Saviour  comes ;  by  the  dead,  all 

others,  who  before  that  time  had  died,  and  fhall  be  raifed 

1  Their,  iv.  ftt  the  found  of  the  laft  trump ;  This  we  fay  to  you,  Cdth 

iti/Jl^^^  he  to  the  ThefTalonians,  in  tlie  word  of  the  Lord,  (or  as 

the  word  of  the  Lord,)  that  we  which  Uve,  remaining  at 

ihe  prefence  of  the  Lord,  Jhall  not  prevent  them  which  are 

.A/leep.  Our  Lord,  therefore,  (hiall  find  fome  alive  when  he 

comes;  therefore  what  is  faid  of  all  men's  being  ap** 

pointed  to  taAe  denath,  is  to  be  underfiood  with  this  ex* 

ception ;  all  but  thofe  whofe  death  (hall  be  prevented  by 

MatL  xxiv.our  Lord's  coming,  (which  is  fet  out  as  fudden  and  unex- 

I  Thef.  V.  a.  pc^ed,  like  the  coming  of  a  thief  in  the  night.)     Nei« 

ther  are  thofe  perfons  fo  exempted  from  death,  but  that 

they  mull  undergo  that  which  is  equivalent  thei^td;  a 

ohange,  which  (hall  render  them  a  like  prepared  for  jnc^- 

1  Cor* XV.  ment  with  them  who  have  died;    Behold,  iaith  St.  Pjud 
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$gaifi  to  the  Coritithians^  /  iell  you  a  myftery  /  Wk  Jkdtl 
not  indeed  all  fall  ajleepy  (or  not  all  die,)  but  wejhM  nil 
he  dumgedj  in  a  moment j  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye : 
which  words  with  fuificient  eyidence  declare  the  ikieaning 
of  die  expreffion  here.  The  fum  is,  that  all  men,  none  ex-» 
oq>ted,  of  what  condition  or  quality,  what  nation  or  time, 
what  age  foever,  (hall  be  judged ;  high  and  low,  rich  and 
poor,  wife  and  ignorant,  good  and  bad;  the  mightieft 
princes  and  lords,  as  well  as  the  meaneft  fubjeds  and 
Haves ;  the  deepeft  fcholars,  as  well  as  the  (implell  idiots : 
in  a  word,  all  men  whatever,  without  any  exception,  withr 
out  any  acceptance  of  perfotis,  muft  appear  before  thin 
Judge,  muft  undergo  this  trial  and  fentence. 

Tlius  (hall  he  come  to  judge  both  quick  and  dead: 
thaii  the  belief  of  which  point  there  is  none  more  necef- 
lary,  than  the  confideration  of  which  none  more  profit- 
able ;  neceflary  and  profitable  in  many  refpefts. 

1.  The  feith  and  regard  thereof  will  preferve  us  from 
dUbelieving,  from  being  offended  with,  from  repining  at 
the  providence  of  God ;  from  being  diflatisfied  with  his 
proceeding  atni  difpenfations  here  either  toward  ourfelves 
or  others. 

0.  It  may  alfo  keep  us  from  rafh  cenfure,  and  invading 
our  Lord's  office;    fVko  art  thou  that  judge/l  another  Rom,  xiv. 
4nan*sfervant ;  to  his  own  majier  hejlands  or  falls :  Wky  *»  ^^' 
doft  thou  judge  thy  brother  f  or  why  doji  thoufet  at  nought 
thy  brother?  we  Jkall  all  Jland  at  the  judgment-fiat  of 
Chrifl:  There  is  one  laugiver,  who  canfave  or  deftroy:  u'Aoi  James  hr. 
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ar^  thou  that  judge/l  another  P  Judge  nothing  before  the  \qqj^ 
timej  until  the  Lord  come^  who  Jhall  enlighten  the  hidden 
things  of  darknefSy  and  munifefi  the  counfels  of  hearts. 
'  3.   It  may  fupport  ahd  comfort  us  agaitift  all  Unjuft 
ind  uncharitable  cenfures,  groundlefs  fuhfilfes  and  (Jati-r 
ders,  undeferved  fcorns  atid  reproaches  of  ttitn ;  for  that 
aflbredly  at  that  judgment  right  (hall  be  done  thee;  thy 
imiooence  (ball  be  cleared,  thy  honour  vindicated  afid  te- 
puped;    Qid  Jhall  bring  forth  thy  righteou/hefs  as  the?{.xxxv\U 
light f  and  iky  judgment  as  the  noonday :  to  that  apptosr-  ^* 
ikig;tfay  ccmfcieace  to  God^  thou  mayeft  iky  with  St.  Paul, 
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I  Cor.i¥.8.  fyUh  me  it  is  a  very/mail  thing  that  IJhould  be  judged  of 
jfoUf  or  of  man* s  judgment. 

4*  It  is  the  mod  powerful  and  eflfe&ual  means  poffible 
to  beget  fincerity  in  us ;  to  render  us  circumfpe£k ;  to  flir 
us  up  to  diligence  in  all  our  converfatioui  in  our  thoughts, 
words,  and  a6Uons :  for  fince  the  moft  inward  receflfes  of 
our  hearts  muft  be  fearched  out,  our  moft  fecret  defigns 
and  defires  muft  be  brought  to  light,  what  profit  will  it 
be  to  diflemble,  to  difguife,  to  conceal  our  thoughts? 
Since  we  muft  render  an  account  of  every  thought  that 
rifeth  in  our  minds,  (at  leaft  which  is  entertained  there,) 
of  every  word  that  paileth  through  our  mouth,  of  every 
a&ion  we  undertake,  what  reafon  have  we, 

5.  With  more  attentive  and  accurate  regard  to  con- 
fider  and  mind  what  we  do  ?  Since  it  is  certain  we  fhall 
be  judged,  but  uncertain  when  we  (hall  be  called  theceto, 
how  watchful  are  we  concerned  to  be,  how  obfervant  of 

Matt,  zzhr.our  Saviour's  admonition;  JVaichjfar  ye  do  not  know,  the 

RxVauJaf'^y  nor  the  hour  in  which  the  Son  of  man  comet h!  If  thou 

dq/i  not  watch,  I  fhall  come  upon  thee  as  a  thief  and  ihou 

fhalt  not  know  at  what  hour  f  Jhall  come  upon  thee.    It 

may  be  (for  all  we  know)  the  next  day,  the  next  hour, 

when  death  ihall  call  us  to  that  prifon,  where  we  (ball  be 

detained  until  the  time  of  our  being  prefented  at  the  bar  \ 

and  what  a  mifery  will  it  be  to  be  furprifed,  to  be  found 

9P^iu.ii, unprepared,   unable  to  render  a  good  account!    fVhat 

^^*  vumner  (f  perfojis  ought  we  to  be  in  all  holy  converfation 

and  godlinefsj  looking  for  and  hq/ling  unto  the  coming  of 

the  day  of  God  f^ 

6.  No  perfuafion,  no  confideration  doth  promife  fuch 
efficacy  towards  the  roufing  of  our  paiSons,  or  duly  or- 
dmng  and  employing  them  upon  reli^ous  praAice; 
^fpecially  it  fets  on  work  thofe  two  great  engines  and 
mighty  fprings  of  a6lion,  fear  and  hope.  How  can  we 
l^eve  and  think  of  this  point  without  being  poflefled 
with  a  hideous  fear  of  abiding  fo  ftriS  a  trial,  of  falling 
under  fo  heavy  a  condemnation,  (if  we  are  fenfible  of  hav- 
ing been  very  faulty  or  negligent  in  performance  of  our 
duty;)  withput  a  very  comfortable  hope  of  coming  w^ 
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oBf  of  finding  favour  and  mercy  in  that  day^  of  being aTiiii.i.  is. 
happily  rewarded,  if  we  are  confcious  to  ourfelves  of  hav« 
ing  endeavoured  ferioufly  and  carefully  to  pleafe  God,  and 
obey  his  commandments?  if  we  can  in  our  hearts  fay 
with  St.  Paul,  /  have  combated  the  good  combat ,  I  AavesTim.  Ir. 
fiii/hed  the  race,  I  have  kept  the  faith;  we  may  alfo  lay^'  *' 
confidently  with  him,  From  henceforth  is  laid  up  for  me 
a  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  in  that  day  the  Lord,  the 
righteous  Judge,  fhall  render  unto  me:  if,  by  virtue  of  /AeTit.  ii.  is, 
grace  of  God,  which  appeared  to  all  men,  and  according 
to  its  inftni£tion,  we  have  denied  ungodlinefs,  worldly  lufts^ 
and  lived  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  pioujly  in  this  prefeni 
world,  we  may  joyfully  exped  the  bleffed  hope  and  ap^ 
pearance  of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefusuhrift. 

I  conclude,  exhorting  and  widiing  that  the  meditation 
of  this  moft  important  bufinefs  may  be  continually  pre- 
fent  to  our  minds ;  that  we  may  feem  (with  that  devout 
man)  always  to  hear  the  laft  trumpet  founding  in  our  ears, 
and  piercing  into  our  hearts;  that  fo  with  a  pious  awe  and 
a  well-grounded  hope  we  may  expe6t  the  coming  of  our  aTiin.iT^. 
Lord,  and  love  his  appearance;  that  being  hence  reftrained 
from  all  impious  and  vicious  converfation,  being  moved 
to  a  watchful  and  circumfpe£l  purfuit  of  all  virtue  and 
piety,  guiding  our  lives  inoffenfively  in  all  good  con- 
fcience  toward  God  and  man,  we  may  be  able  to  render  a 
good  account,  and  with  comfort  unexpreflible  hear  thofe 
happy  fentences;  fVell  done,  good  and  faithful  fervants,M^tx.jMw. 
enter  into  your  Majier'sjoy;  ComCf  ye  blejfed  of  my  Father^^^*  **' 
inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  Unto  the  pofleilion  whereof,  God  in  his 
mercy  bring  us,  by  the  merits  of  our  Saviour,  in  obedi- 
ence to  our  Lord,  according  to  the  grace  and  mercy  of 
our  moft  righteous  Judge,  Jefus;  to  whom  with  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  one  God,  blefled  for  ever, 
be  all  prsdfe  and  glory.    Amen. 

31  brltebe  in  tit  ^olp  dD&off. 

THE  whole  Creed  (as  was  fometime  formerly  obferved) 
being  probably  built  upon,  and  feeming  no  other  than  an 
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^j^g^ttietit  dr  dilatlition  of  that  fiuth  and  confeffion  m* 
qvured  at  baptifm  in  the  blefled  Trinity ;  havid];  funreyad 
tb(^  V9^o  former  parts  concerning  the  two  firft  PerfooSy 
God  the  father^  and  God  the  Son ;  we  are  now  come  to 
the  third  great  branch  thereof^  wherein  we  profefs  our 
belief  in  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God ;  whi6h  id  in  Order  the 
tliird  grand  objeCl  of  our  faith  t  whereof  feeing  there  is 
here  only  a  fimpl^  mention  (a^  it  were)  made,  without 
any  defeription,  any  chara^rs  thereof  exprefled,  (fiich  at 
ift  this  Creed  are  a(!igned  to  the  other  Perfond ;  fuch  as 
in  the  Ck)nftiintinopolitan,  and  other  Creeds  after  it,  are  at*- 
iributed  to  this,)  we  mud  endeavour  in  fome  manner  to 
^pply  t^t  omiffion,  by  confidering,  i.  The  quid;  2.  The 
quale  J  thereof:  firft,  I  fay.  What]  is  its  nature )    %•  What 
'peculiar  chataSer^,  Officer,  and  Operations  (aocording  to 
that  myftical  economy  revealed  in  the  Gofpel)  are  Wttxu 
bubed  and  appertain  thereto  ? 

As  for  the  firft,  the  nature  therectf*,  or  what  it  is;  we 
tnhy  6bferve  that  the  wordT^tH/,  (which  primiti?elj  and 
properly  fignifie^  wind^  or  breathy)  becaufe  the  wind  is  a 
oeing  not  immediately  expofed  to  fenfe,  yet  of  great  mo- 
bility and  force,  difcovering  itfelf  to  be  fo  by  many  great 
and  confpicuous  eflfefls,  is  therefore  tranflated  to  denote 
thofe  exceUent  intelleflual  beings,  which,  by  reaibn  of 
their  more  pure  and  fubtle  nature,  being  otherwife  indif-^ 
cemible  to  fenfe,  do  yet  by  manifeft  operations  difcover 
Uft.i.  5.  their  exiftence  and  great  aAivity,  are  called  7^irt/5**  fuch 
as  are  in  the  firft  place  God  Almighty,  (who  invifibly 
pervades  and  penetrates  and  annates  all  things,  and  it 
therefore  by  even  Virgil  himfelf,  according  to  Ladantius 
and  Macrobius's  judgment,  ftyled  Jpirii  ^y)  and  next  the 
angels,  and  then  the  fouls  of  men.  Of  thefe  beings  there 
is  one,  mentioned  through  the  Scripture,  called  the  Hoij 


d  Coelum  ac  terras,  campofque  Iiquentes» 

Lucentemque  globum  Lunae,  Titaniaque  aftia 

Spiritut  intus  ^t.--^-  Ktr^,  Mn,  vi. 

Othetwheici 

Pcum  namque  ire  per  omnes 

Temiqiie>  traftufqut  marb^  coelum^ue  pvofunduffl,         Onfg,  \t. 
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Sfdrit,  ike  Spirit  of  God,  the  Spirit  of  Chriji,  the  eternal 
Spirit;  and  fometimes  fimply  by  w^y  of  excellency,  the 
Spirit:  the  nature  of  which  Spirit  we  may  beft  under-* 
ftand,  by  confidering  that  the  holy  Scripture  doth  attri^ 
bate  and  aibribe  to  him,  i.  Divine  properties  and  p6r- 
fefkions,  omnmunicably  peculiar  to  God.  2.  Divine  works 
and  operations.  3.  Divine  appellations  and  titles.  4.  A 
coordination  in  dignity ;  a  participation  of  divine  honour 
and  wovfhip.  5.  An  eflential  union  with  Qod  the  Father 
and  God  the  Son ;  together  with,  6.  A  perfonal  and  re- 
iativQ  diftindion  from  them.  Alfo,  7.  A  derivation  of  Being 
from  the  two  iirft  Perfons,  with  an  intimate  relation  unto 
them  fpringbig  thence.  From  the  declaration  and  proof 
of  which  particulars,  will  plainly  follow  thofe  doSrine^ 
which  we  are  bound  to  believe,  againft  thofe,  who  have 
prefumed  to  contradict  and  oppugn  either  the  peribn^lity  MaoedMii* 
or  the  divinity  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  or  his  proc^Iion  frw^|^^^!2 
the  Father  and  the  Son.    Briefly  therefore,  I  fay,  iiiaiM>  «ad 

I.  The  Scripture  afcribes  to  the  Holy  Ghoft  the  di-J^*^^^ 
vine  properties  and  perfc^ions ;  the  very  word  holy  (fo  *■'• 
aUblutely  and  fpecially,  and  chara^rifiically  attributed 
to  him)  feems  itfelf  to  import  fo  much :  for,  (as  it  is  in 
Hannah's  pr^er,)  there  is  none  holy  as  the  Lprdj  there  t5iSain.ii.s. 
none  befide  him;  none  abfolutely,  perfe6tly  holy,  but 
God:   (holy;  that  is,  by  nature  exalted  and  feparated 
from  all  other  things  at  a  diftance  unapproachable,  pecu- 
fiarly  venerable  and  auguft:)  whence  the  Holy  One  is  aWi^lfr. 
n»ne  aqfi  diftinguifhing  attribute  of  God.     The  name^^^^^i^' 
fpnity  fimply  put,  may  feem  alfo  to  imply  the  fame  3  de- 
noting higheft  purity  and  a&uality.    But  we  have  iarther 
the  perfediions  of  eternity,  omniprefence,  oomifcience^ 
pmnipotence  (the  moft  high  perfections,  and  proper  to 
Cibd)  attributed  to  him.     Eternity;  for  he  is  exprelsly 
called  oksyiov  flvfifjxa;  IVho  through  the  eternal  Spirit  of-*liehAx.u. 
fered  himfelf  Jpotlefs  to  God.    Opinlprefi^nce ;  fyhither,Vi. cxxx\t» 
^th  DAwidy  Jkall  Igofron^  thy  Spi$nt  ^  or  whither  Jiall  I^' 
fieefrom  thy  prejence  P  The  queftion  imports  a  negation, 
and  a  reafbn  thereof:  theirs  is  no  flying  from  God's  Si^ 

lit,  &r  that  it  yk  every  where*    OmnifbieBce;  The  <%>irj|  iCor.iLio^ 
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fearcheth  all  things^  (that  is,  perfedly  to  the  bottom  un-* 
derftands  all  things,)  even  the  depths  of  God ;  the  things 
of  God,  which  to  know  is  as  far  above  a  creature,  as  for 
one  man  to  know  the  thoughts,  inclinations,  andafiedions 
of  another  man;  (fuch  an  argument  St.  Paul  infinuates.) 
Particularly  prefcience,  the  knowledge  of  future  events, 
(which  is  the  higheft  and  hardeft  kind  of  knowledge,  and 
immediately  proper  to  God,  and  therefore  called  divma" 
tian,)  is  in  a  fpecial  manner  every  where  appropriated  to 
the  Spirit,  as  the  immediate  fountain  thereof;  whence  he 
b  called  the  prophetical  Spirit.    To  which  we  may  add^ 
1  Cor.  siu  independency  of  will  and  aftion ;  For,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaks, 
all  thefe  things  (the  produdion  of  all  thofe  exceUem 
graces,  the  diftribution  of  all  thofe  admirable  gifts)  dotk 
the  one  and  the  fame  Spirit  work,  dividing  to  every  one  as 
John  m.9.  he  pleafeth :  Ubi  vult  fpirat ;   Tfie  Spirit  blows  where  he 
.  pleafeth,  doth  every  where  what  he  will.   Abfolute  good- 
WL  adiii.  nefs ;  Thy  Spirit  is  good,  laith  David ;  lead  me  into  the 
*^  land  of  uprightnefs.    Perfect  veracity,  implied  by  the  ab- 

1  John v.s.ftrafl:  word,  truth;  It  is  the  Spirit,  laith  St.  John,  that 
witneJfeth,for  the  Spirit  is  truth;  truth  itfelf,  the  higheft, 
moft  perfed  truth. 

2.  Laftly,  omnipotence ;  demondrated  by  thofe  works 
which  are  faid  to  be  done  by  him ;  which  are  the  greateft 

•  Rom.  XT.  and  hardeft  poflible :  fuch  as  creation ;  ^  working  of  mira^ 
cles ;  revelation  of  future  events ;  vivification ;  renovation 
biCor.vi.  of  men's  tninds;  ^juftification,  and  the  like;  which,  both 
i**  ,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  thinir  and  in  Scripture-ac* 
count,  do  reqmre  a  power  no  leis  than  infinite  and  moft 
divine  to  effeft  them :  the  places  are  frequent  and  obvious, 
which  afcribe  fuch  works  to  the  Holy  Spirit;  I  cannot 
ftand  to  recite  them. 

3.  To  the  Holy  Ghoft  are  alfo  affigned  the  divine 
names  and  titles,  Jehovah,  Lord,  God,  and  .thofe  confe- 
quently  which  go  along  with  them.  For  often,  and  upon 
divers  occafions,  the  fame  things  are  faid  to  be  done  by 
God,  or  to  God,  and  by,  or  to  the  Spirit ;  one  word  in- 
terpreting, or  concurring  in  iignification  with  the  other, 
by  reafon  of  that  real  identity  which  belongs  to  the  things 
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fighified  by  them.    It  is  fdd  of  the  diAruftful  and  difobe- 
dient  Ifraelites  in  the  Plklms,  Thai  they  tempted  God,  onef  Pf.lxxYiil. 
limited  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael;  that  they  tempted  and^^*^^' 
provoked  the  moji  high  God,  and  kept  not  his  teftimonies : 
which  is  exprefled  thus  by  the  Prophet  Ifaiah;  They  re-ila.lzUi.io. 
helled,  and  vexed  his  Holy  Spirit,    St.  Peter,  in  the  A£l8, 
chargeth  Ananias  of  having  lied  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  andAatT.8,4. 
having  lied  to  God;  IVhy,  faith  he,  Ananias,  hath  Satan 
JiUed  thy  heart  to  lie  unto  (or  cozen)  the  Holy  Spirit f 
thou  haft  not  lied  unto  men,  hit  to  God :  queftionlefs  by 
both  thofe  expreflions  defigning  the  fame  thing,  and  im- 
plying the  Holy  Ghoft  to  be  God.     Our  Saviour  is  faid 
to  be  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  therefore  to  be  Lake  i.  35. 
called  the  Son  of  God:  he  is  faid  to  perform  miracles  Horn.  s?. 
fometimes  by   the  power  of  God,   fometimes   by  the  ^ 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  *,  If  I,  faith  St.  Matthew,  by  Mitt.  xU. 


so. 


the  Holy   Spirit  cajl  out  devils :  If  I  by  the  finger  ©/"l^^  jj. 
God  caft  them  out,  faith  St.  Luke.     And  it  is  ordinary  for  1  Theff.  i?. 
what  is  fometimes  called  the  Word  of  God,  to  be  other-  vki.  Ads 
while  called  the  Word  of  the  Spirit ;  proceeding  from  the  «*^"-  «*» 
fame  underftanding,  being  dictated  by  the  fame  operation,  s  C6r.  Hi. 
We  are  alfo  faid  to  be  dtohltaxToi,  taught  of  God,  in  re-  *^* 
fpe€t  to  the  inihrudion  and  guidance  received  from  him : 
in  fine,  every  good  Chriftian  is  faid  to  be  a  temple;  a  1  Cor.  Hi. 
temple  of  God  ;  becaufe  the  Spirit  of  God  dwells  in  him.    Eph.  U.  sa. 

4*  A  coordinate  dignity  ;  a  parity  of  honour  and  wor- 
fhip  with  God  the  Father  and  God  the  Son  is  afcribed 
to  the  Holy  Spirit :  this  appears  iignally  in  our  Saviour's  Mtt.xxTui. 
inftitution  of  baptifm  to  be  adminiftered  in  the  joint  names'^* 
of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft;  whereby  we  are  ini- 
tiated into  the  like  faith  and  acknowledgment ;  are  ob- 
liged to  the  fame  worfliip  and  obedience  of  all  three  Per- 
fbns.    The  fame  appears  by  that  benediftion  of  St.  Paul, 
imploring  upon  the   Corinthians  the  divine  favour  and 
affiftance,  according  to  that  myftical  economy,  which  the 
Gofgel  exhibits ;  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  and  the  s  Cor.  xiit. 
hve  of  God,  (that  is,  of  God  the  Father,)  and  the  commu-  **' 
nion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  with  you  all.    As  alfo  from 
that  place  of  St.  Paul ;  By  Chrift  we  have  accefs  in  one  Eph.  u.  it. 
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Sptrit  to  the  Father :  he  having  an  equal  {hare  with  Croa 
our  Saviour  in  the  Gofpel  difpenfation  of  grace  and  falva* 
tion  unto  men.  We  alfo  have  the  fame  coordination 
clearly  fuppofed  in  i  Cor.  xii.  4,  5,  6.  There  are,  laith 
St.  Paul,  divifions  of  favour Sj  but  the  fame  Spirit:  and 
there  are  divifions  of  miniftries,  but  the  fame  Lord  ;  (i.  e, 
the  fame  Chrift :)  and  there  are  divifions  of  operations^  but 
the  fame  Gody  or  Father :  (all  the  gracious  gifts  of  the 
Gofpel  are  beflowed;  all  the  facred  minifiries  are  ma« 
naged;  all  the  wonderful  performances  are  brouj^t  to 
pafs,  by  the  joint  and  equal  condud  and  cooperation  of 
thefe  three  divine  Perfons.)  And  that  fovereign  regard 
our  Saviour  hath  declared  due  to  the  honour  and  autho* 
rity  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  infomuch  that  blafphemy  againft 
him  is  a  fin  peculiarly  irremiffible,  argues  his  divinity} 
fince  neither,  according  to  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  could 
Q0ending  agauift  the  fame  of  a  creature  be  capable  ot 
fuch  aggravations ;  nor  could  God  in  a  manner  prefer  th^ 
honour  of  a  creature  before  his  own. 

5.  That  there  is  an  eflential  union  between  the  Holy 
Ghoft  and  the  other  divine  Perfons,  is  both  by  evident 
Confequence  deducible  from,  and  is  immediately  aflerted 
in  Scripture.  For  that  there  is  but  one  God,  is  there 
continually  taught  and  inculcated  upon  us ;  and  how  it 
calls  the  Holy  Ghoft,  we  have  feen ;  therefore  neceflkrily 
the  Holy  Ghoft  doth  partake  of  that  one  divine  e0ence. 
Alfo,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  God,  is  inferred  from  thai 

iCor.ii.ii.comparifon  of  St.  Paul  between  the  fpirit  of  man  in  re- 
fpe&  to  man,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  in  refped  to  God;  as 
the  fpirit  of  man  is  intrinfecal  to  man,  fo  the  Spirit  of 
God  is  to  him :  and  by  reafon  of  the  perfed  fimplicity  of 
the  divide  nature,  that  which  fubfifts  in  God  mud  vk^xt* 

1  Johnv.7.farily  be  God.  In  fine,  St.  John  exprefsly  tells  us.  That 
there  are  three  which  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the 
tVordi  and  the  Holy  Ghoft:  and  thefe  three  are  one  :  they 
are  one,  and  yet, 

6.  There  is  a  perfonal  di(tin&ion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
from  the  Father  and  the  Son  :  for  they  are  three  i  three 
Perfons:  for  that  not  only  difiind;  namesy  but  peculiar 
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operations  are  afiigned  to  them;   which  (hould  not  be 
done  without  good  reafon,  if  there  were  no  perfonal  dif- 
tin£Uon :  that  which  alfo  appears  from  his  being  faid  to 
proceed  from  the  Father fSmA  to  hefentfrom  him;  from  his  John  xv. 
being  an  advocate  and  interceding  with  the  Father;  his p|J;^^?|** 
crying  within  us,  Abbay  Father j  our  having  accefs  in  him  97. 
to  the  Father:  as  alfo,  his   being  fent  by  the  Son;  his (^i/i"| ^f ' 
glorifying  him;  receiving  of  his ;  his  not  fpeaking  from ^^^^^^'^^» 
him/elf:  which  expreffions  plainly  argue  a  perfonal  dif-     *     ' 
tin£tion.    As  do  alfo  our  Saviour's  birth  by  him,  his  per- 
forming miracles  by  him ;  in  a  word,  God's  executing  all 
his  purpofes  of  grace  and  power  by  him. 

7«  Laftly»  That  the  Holy  Spirit  doth  derive  the  com- 
mon divine  eflfence  from  the  Father  and  the  Son  is  thence 
fuiBciently  apparent,  for  that  he  is  called  the  Spirit  of  /AeMttt.x.9o. 
Father,  and  alfo  the  Spirit  of  the  Son:  the  Spirit  of  the,^^^;;*];"^ 
Father,  becaufe  he  doth  ixvopmiw^ai,  in  a  manner  incom- 1**  nnSfm 
prehenfible  doth  proceed  and  emanate  from  the  Father; ^Cor.nlTs. 
is  of  him,  is  fent  by  him :  for  the  fame  reafon  is  he  the^''^:..** 
Spirit  of  the  Son  j  wherefore  he  is  alfo  exprefsly  faid  toip^Li.  11! 
ho  fent  by  the  Son.  ^^^'  ^  ^*- 

From  thefe  truths  thus  briefly  declared  doth  follow  that 
the  Holy  Ghofl  is  one  of  the  cUvine  Perfons,  in  order  the 
third,  partaking  of  the  divine  nature,  and  receiving  it  by 
communication  from  the  Father  and  the  Son :  which  is 
all  we  intended  to  (hew  concerning  his  nature.  I  proceed 
to  confider  the  peculiar  chara£teps,  oiGces,  and  operations 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  There  be  many  particular  funSions 
and  operations  in  a  fpecial  manner  attributed  and  appro- 
priated to  the  Holy  Spirit ;  which,  as  they  refpe£t  God, 
leem  reducible  to  two  general  ones,  the  declaration  of 
God's  mind,  and  the  execution  of  his  will;  as  they  refpeA 
man,  (for  in  regard  to  other  beings  the  Scripture  doth  not 
fo  much  confider  what  he  performs,  as  not  fo  much  con- 
cerning us  to  know,)  the  producing  in  us  all  qualities  and 
difpofitions,  the  guiding  and  aiding  us  in  all  aSions  re- 
quifite  or  conducible  to  our  eternal  happinefs  and  falva- 
tion,  doth  in  a  manner  comprife  them. 

I.  I  fay,  the  declaration  of  God's  mind :  whence  he  is 
VOL.  V.  u  h 
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John  ZV.36.  called  the  Spirit  of  truths  the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  the  Spirit 
Rev.xix.  of  revelation ;  for  that  all  fupernatural  light  and  infiruc- 
^^^  tion  hath  ever  proceeded  from  him ;  he  inftrud^  all  the 

Luk«  i.  70.  prophets  that  have  beenfince  the  world  began  to  know^  he 
enabled  them  to  fpeak^  the  mind  of  God  concerning  things 
prefent  and  future:   holy  men  (that  have  tau^t  men 
their  duty^  and  led  them  in  the  way  to  happineft)  were 
9  Pec.  i.  SI.  but  his  inflruments,  and  jpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the 
9  'Hm.  iii.  Holy  Ghoji :  by  his  infpiration  the  holy  Scriptunes  (the 
nk>ft  full  and  certain  witnefles  of  God's  mind)  were  con- 
John  xvi.    ceived :  he  guided  the  Apoflles  into  all  truth ;  and  by 
vid.  1  Cor.  them  in(lru£ted  all  the  world  in  the  knowledge  of  Ood^s 
ii.  10.        gracious  intentions  toward  mankind  and  the  holy  myQe- 
ries  of  the  Gofpel.    All  the  knowledge  we  can  pretend  to 
inthefe  things  doth  proceed  from  his  revelation^  doth  rely 
upon  his  authority. 

^•2.  The  execution  of  God's  will.    Whence  he  is  called 

Luke  i.  d».  the  power  of  Gody  (the  fubftantial  power  and  virtue  of 

"'  ^       God^)  and  the  hand  of  God;  and  whatever  God  hath  de- 

Pr.xxxun6.iigned,  he  is  faid  to  perform  by  him«     By  him  he  framed 

JobxxTi.    the  world:  he  garnijhed  the  heavens,  as  Job  fpeaketh. 

Gtn  i.  1     ®y  '^'"^  ^®  governs  the  UM)rld ;  all  extraordinary  works  of 

providence^  (when  God  befide  the  common  law  and  ufual 

courfe  of  nature  interpofeth,)  all  miraculous  performances^ 

being  attributed  to  his  energy;   but  efpecially  by  him 

(that  which  next  is  to  be  coniidered)  he  manages  that 

work,  by  divine  goodnefs  fo  earneftly  defigned^  of  man's 

falvation :  which  he  doth> 

3.  By  working  in  us  good  difpolitions  and  qualities; 
by  guiding  and  aiding  us  in  Our  a^ons.  We  are  natu- 
rally void  of  thofe  good  difpofitions  of  underftanding,  of 
will,  of  afTeflion,  which  are  neceflary  to  make  us  anywife 
acceptable  to  Grod^  fit  to  ferve  and  pleafe  him,  capable  of 
any  favour  from  him,  of  any  tnle  happinefs  in  ourlelves ; 
oi!ir  minds,  I  fay,  are  blind  and  (lupid^  ignorant  and  prone 
to  error,  efpecially  in  things  fupernatural  and  abftraAed 
from  ordinary  fenfe;  our  wills  ftubbom  and  froward, 
vdn  and  unftable,  inclining  to  twil,  and  averfe  fix>m  ¥^at 
is  moft  truly  good;  our  aflfe^ons  very  irregiidar  and  iin- 
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fettled:   to  remove  which  bad  difpoiitions,  (inconfiftent 
vritb  God's  friendfhip  and  favour,  tending  to  mifery,)  and 
to  beget  thofe  contrary  to  them,  the  knowledge  and  be- 
lief of  divine  truth,  a  love  of,  and  willing  compliance  with 
goodnefs ;  a  well-compofed,  orderly,  and  fteady  frame  of 
fpirit,  God  in  mercy  hath   appointed    the  Holy  Spirit; 
who  firft  opening  our  hearts,  fo  as  to  let  in  and  apprehend  Aasz?i.i4« 
the  li^t  of  divine  truth  propounded  to  us ;  then  by  re- 
prefentation  of  proper  arguments  perfuading  us  to  em- 
brace it,  begets  divine  knowledge  and  faith  in  our  minds, 
(wfaicb  is  the  work  of  illumination  and  in(lru£tion,  the 
firft  part  of  this  office;)  then  by  continual  impreflions 
bends  our  inclinations,  and  mollifies  our  hearts,  and  fub* 
dues  our  afiefUons  to  a  willing  compliance  with,  a  cheer^ 
fill  ccHnplacence  in,  that  which  is  good  and  pleaiing  fo 
God;  fo  begetting  all  pious  and  virtuous  inclinations  ia 
us,  reverence  to  God,  charity  to  men,  fobriety  and  pu- 
lity,  and  the  reft  of  thofe  amiable  and  heavenly  virtues, 
(which  is  the  work  of  fandification,  another  great  part  of 
his  office:)  both  which  together  (illumination  of  our  mind, 
fiui&ification  of  our  will  and  afiedions)  do  conftitute  that 
work,  which  is  ftyled  ihe  regeneration^  renovation^  vivifir  nt  iii.  5. 
cation^  new  creation^  refurre6tion  ;  putting  off  the  old,  put^  H.^5**^'*^' 
ting  on  the  new  man  ;  of  a  maa;  the  faculties  of  our  fouls  Col.  ii.  is, 
being  fo  much  changed,  and  we  made,  as  it  were,  other  Epji.  i*,.  10. 
men  thereby;  able  and  apt  to  do  that  to  which  before >^'^*- 
wc  were  altogether  indifpofed  and  unfit.     Neither  only 
doth  he  alter  and  conftitute  our  difpofitions,  but  he  diredU 
and  governs  om*  adions ;  leading  and  moving  us  in  the 
ways  of  obedience  to  God's  will  and  law.     As  we  live  by  Gal.  v.  25. 
hina,  (have  a  new  fpiritual  hfe  implanted  in  us,)  fo  we  walk^*"'  ^"'' 
by  him,  by  his  continual  guidance  and  affiftance.     He 
reclaims  us  from  fin  and  error ;  fupports  and  ftrengthens 
us  in  temptation;    advifes,   excites,   encourages   us    to 
works  of  virtue  and  piety:  particularly  he  guides  and 
quickens  us  in  devotion,  (hewing  us   what  we  ftiould 
a(k,  raifing  in  us  holy  defires  and  comfortable  hopes 
thereof,  difpofing  us  to  approach  unto  God  with  fit  dif-  Rom.  ▼iii. 
pofitions  of  love,  and  reverence,  and  humble  confidence.     Jjohnv.i*. 

u  h^ 
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tt  IS  aKo  a  notable  part  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  office  to 

comfort  and  fuftain  us,  as  m  all  our  religious  pradiee^  fo 

Horn.  XV.    particularly  in  our  doubts,  difficulties,  diftrefles,  and  af- 

i^Pct.  i.  8  fli^^O"s ;  to  beget  joy,  peace,  and  fatisfaftion  in  us,  in  all 

Heb.  Hi.  6.  our  doings  and  all  our  fuflferings :  whence  be  hath  the 

title  of  Comforter. 

It  is  alfo  a  great  part  thereof  to  affiire  us  of  God's 
sCor. V.  s.love  and  favour;  that  we  are  his  children;  and  to  con- 
Eph.'i.  14.  firm  us  in  the  hopes  of  our  everlafting  inheritance.  We 
feeling  ourfelves  to  live  by  him,  to  love  God  and  good- 
nefs,  to  defire  and  delight  in  pleafing  God,  are  thereby 
raifed  to  hope  God  loves  and  favours  us ;  and  that  he, 
having  by  fo  authentic  a  feal  ratified  his  word  and  pro* 
mife }  having  already  beftowed  fo  fure  a  pledge,  fo  pre- 
cious an  eameft,  fo  plentiful  iirft-fruits,  will  not  fail  to 
make  good  the  remainder  defigned  and  promifed  us,  of 
everlafUng  joy  and  blifs. 

Laftly,  The  Holy  Ghoft  doth  intercede  for  us  with 
God ;  is  our  advocate  and  affiftant  in  the  prefenting  our 
fupplications,  and  procuring  our  good :  he  cries  in  us ; 
he  pleads  for  us  to  Grod :  whence  he  is  peculiarly  called 
tldt^Xijrof ;  that  is,  one  who  is  called  in  by  his  good 
word  OF  countenance  to  aid  him  whofe  caufe  is  to  be  ex- 
amined, or  whofe  petition  is^  to  be  coniidered. 
\  Cor.  xii.       To  which  things  I  may  add,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is 
*''  *®*       deiigned  to  be,  as  it  were,  the  foul,  which  informs,  en- 
livens, and  annates  the  whole  body  of  the  Church ;  con- 
neding  and  containing  together  the  members  thereof  in 
fpiritual  union,  life,  and  motion;  efpecially  quickening 
Aaszx.ss.and  moving  the  principal  members  (the  governors  and 
^^'*^'**'paftors)  thereof;  conftituting  them  in  their  fun£tion,  qua- 
lifying them  for  the  difcharge  thereof,  guiding  and  affift- 
ing  them  therein. 

Such  is  the  office,  fuch  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghoft; 
the  which  we  fhould  more  diftinfUy  and  fiilly  coniider,  if 
the  time  and  nature  of  this  exercife  would  give  leave. 

The  ufe  of  thefe  doftrines  (the  influence  the  belief  and 
coniideration  of  this  article  fhould  have  upon  our  pradice) 
is  briefly,  i.  To  oblige  us  to  render  all  due  honour  and 
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adoration  to  the  divine  majefty  of  the  blefled  Spirit, 
a.  To  work  in  us  an  humble  aflfeSion  and  a  devout  thank*- 
fulnefs  to  God  for  fo  ineflimable  a  favour  conferred  upon 
UBf  fuch  as  is  the  prefence  and  inhabitation,  the  counfel, 
condud^  and  affiftance  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  in  us :  him 
we  muft  acknowledge  the  author  of  our  Ipiritual  life,  of 
all  good  difpofitions  in  us,  of  all  good  works  perfonBe4 
by  us,  of  all  happinefs  obtainable  by  us^  to  him  we  muft 
render  all  thanks  and  praife.  Therefore,  3.  To  excite  us 
to  defire  earneftly  and  pray  for  God's  Spirit,  the  foun-> 
tain  of  iuch  excellent  benefits^  fuch  graces^  fuch  gifts^ 
fuch  privileges,  fuch  joys,  and  bleflings  unexpreiSble :  if 
we  heartily  invite  him,  if  we  fervently  pray  for  hioi,  he 
will  certainly  come ;  fo  hath  our  Saviour  promifed,  thai  Lake  zi.is^ 
our  heavenly  Father  will  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them 
which  ajk  him.  4.  We  (hould  endeavour  to  demean  our«* 
felves  well  toward  the  Holy  Spirit ;  yielding  to  that  hea*- 
venly  gueft,  vouchfafing  to  come  unto  us,  a  ready  enr 
trance  and  kind  welcome  into  our  hearts  ;  entertain* 
ing  him  with  all  poflible  refpefk  and  obfervance ;  heark*- 
eniag  attentively  to  his  ,boly  fuggeftions,  and  carefully 
obeying  them;  not  quenching  the  divine  light  or  de- 
vout heat  he  kindles  in  us ;  not  refifting  his  kindly  mo- 
tions and  perfuafions ;  not  grieving  or  vexiag  ^im ;  ^hat 
ib  with  fatisfa&ion  he  may  continue  and  abide  with  us^ 
to  our  infinite  benefit  and  comfort :  it  (hould  engage  us  to 
xleanfe  ourfelves  from  all  fihhinefs  of  fle(h  and  fpirit,  that 
we  may  be  fit  temples  for  fo  holy  and  pure  a  Spirit  to 
dwell  in,  left  he  loathe  and  forfake  us.  5.  It  is  matter 
of  comfort  and  encouragement  (exceedingly  ufeful  and 
neceffary  for  us)  to  confider,  that  we  have  fuch  a  guide 
and  ailifiant  in  our  religious  pra&ice  and  fpiritual  war- 
fiire.  If  our  iufls  be  firong,  our  temptations  great,  our 
enemies  mighty,  we  need  not  be  difheartened,  having 
this  all-wife  and  alUmighty  friend  to  advife  and  help  us  c 
his  grace  is  fufficient  for  us,  againft  all  the  ftrengths  of 
hell,  flefli,  and  the  world.  Let  our  duty  be  never  fo 
hard,  and  our  natural  force  never  fo  weak,  we  (hall  be 
abl9  tp  do  all  things  by  him  that  ftrengtheneth  ys  ;  if  w^ 

•        .Hh3 
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will  but  i^thfully  apply  ourfelves  to  bim  for  his  aid,  we 
cannot  fail  of  good  fuccefs* 

THE  Holy  Catholic  Church :  in  the  more  ancient  forms 
it  ran  only,  Holy  Churchy  (the  word  Catholic  being  left 
out;)  and  in  fome  of  them  it  had  not  the  fame  pofition  as 
now,  being  put  in  the  lafi  place:  and  it  feems  in  the  moft 
ancient  fymbols  the  Church  was  not  propounded  as  an 
objeft  of  faith  direftly  and  immediately,  but  was  men* 
tioned  obliquely,  upon  occafion  of  remiffion  of  fins  mini* 
ftered  by  it,  of  eternal  life  obtained  in  it:  as  we  may  rea- 
fonably  deem  from  that  notable  place  in  St.  Cyprian; 
Epift.  ad     Nam  cum  dicimtj  (when  they  profefs  in  the  fymbol  at 
agnum.  ^jg^p^jf^r,^)  credis  remiffion  em  peccatorum  et  vitam  <Bternam 
per  Ecclfifiam :  to  which  kind  of  expreflion  that  place  in 
Cap.  Ti.      Tertull.  de  Baptifmo  feems  to  allude,  Cum  Jul  trihus  et 
tefiaiiojideiy  et  fponfio  falulis  pignoreniur^  neceff'ario  adji- 
citur  EccUfi^e  meniio.    And  if  we  confult  the  moft  ancient 
Vid.  lib.  de  fummaries  of  faith  extant  in  Irenaeus  and  TertuUian,  and 
^j^i^^^j.Compofed  by  them,  queftionlefs  according  to  the  general 
mcnot.       fenfe  of  their  times,  we  (hall  not  find  this  article  propound- 
Thcodorct.  ed ;  not  even  in  the  Nicene  Creed  itfelf*     It  is  therefore 
1. 19.  hift.  ^^^  unprobable  that  this  article  (either  in  fubftance,  or 
at  lead  according  to  this  manner  of  propofal  and  expref- 
fion)  is  of  a  later  (landing  than  the  reft  ;  being  introduced 
(as  is  likely)  upon  occafion  of  thofe  many  herefies  and 
fchifms,  which  continually  fprang  up,  to  fecure  the  truth 
of  Chriftian  doftrine,  the  authority  of  ecclefiaftical  difci- 
pliile,  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  Church,  by  obliging 
men  to  profefs  their  difclaiming  any  confent  or  confjnracy 
With  thofe  erroneous  and  contentious  people,  (who  bad 
devifed   new,  deftruftive,  or  dangerous  conceits  againft 
the  general  confent  of  Chriftians,  and  drove  on  fa^ons 
contrary  to  the  common  order  and  peace  of  the  Church;) 
to  profefs,  I  fay,  their  difclaiming  fuch  heretical  princi- 
ples and  factious  proceedings ;  and  their  confiant  adhe- 
rence to  the  dodrines  generally  embraced  by  the  churches 
'  founded  and  inftru£ted  b)t  the  Apoftles ;  as  alfo  their  per- 
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fiftanoe  in  concord  and  communion  with  them  ;  their  rea^ 
dinefs  to  obferve  the  received  cuftoms  and  prafiices  do- 
rived  by  them  from  apoilolical  inilitution;  their  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  laws  and  difciplines  eftablifhed  in  them  by 
lawful  authority.  This  I  conceive  to  have  been  the 
meaning,  of  them  who  firft  inferted  this  article^  of  believ- 
ing the  Holy  Church,  into  the  Creed  :  /  believe  ;  that  is, 
I  adhere  unto,  (for  as  we  did  at  firft  obferve,  belief  h^re  is 
to  be  imderftood  as  the  nature  of  the  matter  (hould  re- 
quire,) I  adhere  unto,  or  am  perfuaded  that  I  ought  to 
adhere  unto,  that  body  of  Chriftians,  which  diffufed  over 
the  world,  retwis  the  faith  taught,  the  difcipline  fettled, 
the  pra^ices  appointed  by  our  Lord  and  his  Apoftles. 

And  that  men  (hould  be  obliged  to  do  thus,  there  was 
ground  both  in  the  reafon  of  the  thing  and  in  Scripture. 
In  reafon,  there  being  no  more  proper  or  efTedual  argu- 
ment to  aflure  us  that  any  dodtrine  is  true,  or  pra£iice 
warrantable,  to  convince  le6laries  deviating  from  truth  or 
duty,  than  the  confent  of  all  churches,  of  whom  (being       j^^ 
fo  diftant  in  place,  language,  humour,  cuftom)  it  is  not 
imaginable,  that  they  (hould  foon  or  eafily  confpire  in 
foriaking  the  doSrines  inculcated  by  the  Apoftles,  or  the 
pra£tices  inftituted  by  them:  which,  argument  prefled  by 
Tertullian,  Irenaeus,  and  other  ancient  defenders  of  Chrif- 
tian  truth  and  peace,  may  well,  as  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
go  for  a  demonft ration :  and  that  fentence  of  TertullianTcrtul.de 
may  well  pafs  for  a  certain  principle  and  axiom ;  Quod  ir*^f " f  2, 
apud  muUos  unum  invenitur,  non  ejl  erratum,  fed  tra^^*^^- 
ditutn. 

And  for  Scripture,  as  it  foretels  that  pernicious  bere- 
jesfhould  be  introduced ;  that  many  falfe  prophets  fhould'^'^tu  ii.  i. 
arifcy  andfeduce  many ;  that  grievous  wolves  Jhould  come^^^  xx«39, 
m,  not  fparing  the  flock;  and  men  Jhould  arife^fpeaking^^^,,^^^^* 
perverje  things  to  draw  difciples  after  them;  as  they  warn  us  xiu  m.  lol 
to  take  heed  offuch  men,  to  rejeSl  and  refufe  heretics,  to 
mark  thofe  which  make  divifions  and  fcandals  beiide  theRom.  xvi. 
doftrine  which  Chriftians  had  learnt,  and  to  decline  from  J^',^  ^  ^^ 

c  De  prsfcr.  cap.  38.    G)nfUt  id  elTe  ab  Apoilolis  traditum,  ^^uod  apud 
Eccle6as  Apoftolorum  fiierit  (kcrofan6lum. 

H  h  4 
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1  Tim.  vi.  them  ;  to  Jland  off  {u^urravaf)  Jrom  fuch  men  as  do  IrtpolH 

'   '         l^iFxaXilvy  teach  things  different  from  apoftolical  dodrinei 

and  do  not  conjent  to  wholefome  words,  (the  words  of  our 

Lord  Jefus  Cbrift,)  and  the  doSirine  according  to  godlinefs; 

as  it  teacheth  us  that  herefies  and  fa3ions  are  works  of  the 

•   fiefh,  [proceeding  from  pride  and  ambition;  felf-intereft 

and  covetoufnefs ;  peevifh  and  perverfe  humour ;  blindnefs 

and  vanity;  rafhnefs  and  inftability ;  dotage,  diftemper,  and 

corruption  of  mind ;  deceit,  cozenage,  craft,  and  hypocrify; 

:ivant  of  good  confcience  and  reverence  to  God;]  fo  it 

alfo  defcribes  the  univerfality  of  them  who  ftick  to  the 

truth,  and  obferve  the  law  of  Chrift ;  are  difpofed  to  cha- 

Eph.  if.  4.  rity  and  peace  with  all  thofe  who  call  upon  our  Lord  with 

EphTil'aa!  ^  P"**^  mind;  (that  is,  with  all  fincere  Chriflians ;)  to  be 

jj- »«• ..     one  body,  knit  together  and  compared  of  parts  aflfording 

1  Cor.  xii.  *  mutual  aid  and  fupply  to  its  nourifhment ;  and  joined  to, 

B^'h  *    3   ^^^^^"S  ^^^^'^  ^^d  motion  from,  one  Heqdf  and  informed  by 

4.  one  Spirit;  as  one  houfe,  built  upon  the  foundation  ofpro^ 
13.  '  *"'  phets  and  apojiles,  Chrift  himfelf  being  the  chief  corner^ 
iSph.  ii.  si.^on^,  in  whom  fill  the  building  i^  fitly  framed  and  con-- 

5.  ii.  19.  'f^^ed;  as  one  nation  or  people,  fubjeft  to  th^e  lame  law 
Heb.  xii.  and  government,  (ufed  to  the  fame  language,  cuftom, 
RcT.  iii.  la.  and  converfation ;)  one  city,  one  family ;  one  flock  under 
wi.  a,  10.  Qj^^  (hepherd;  lailly,  one  church  or  congregation :  for,  as 

fometimes   every  particular  aflembly  of  Chriflians,  and 
fometimes  a  larger  colleAion  of  particular  focieties,  com- 
bined together  in  one  order,  or  under  one  government, 
are  termed  churches,  (exxXij<r/ai,)  fo  the  whole  aggregation 
of  all  churches,  of  all  Chriftian  people  in  the  world,  is  fre- 
quently called  the  Church;  even  as  the  whole  body  of 
thofe  who  lived  in  profeffion  and  obedience  to  the  Jewiih 
law    (which   was   a   type    and    image  of  the    Chriftian 
Church)  was  called  ^Hp,  {Cahal,)  ffxxAi7<r/a,  the  congrega^ 
iion  ;  from  whence  I  conceive  this  name  was  taken ;  and 
Ubi  tres'     as  among  them  that  word  did  fignify  fometimes  any  par- 
Uici'  tw**"  ticular  aflemHy,  fometimes  the  whole  body  of  fuch  per- 
ecclefia  eft.  fons,  who  had  right  and  obligation  to  aflemble  for  the 
C^, '      '  fervice  of  God ;  fo  correfpondently  was  the  word  ufed  in 
the  New  Teftament ;  fometimes  for  any  fociety  leflfer  or 
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gneater;  fometimes  for  the  whole  body  of  God's  new 
people ;  all  the  true  fubjefts  and  fervants  of  Chrift ;  that 
is,  for  the  catholic  or'univerfal  fociety  of  the  faithful: 
yet  even  in  this  latter  fenfe  there  is  fome  diftin6lion ;  for 
fometimes  it  is  taken  in  a  fenfe,  (partly  extenfive,  partly 
reftrained,)  fo  as  to  fignify  all  thofe  good  men,  and  only 
fuch,  which  in  all  places  and  all  times  did  or  (hall  faith- 
fully worfhip  and  ferve  God;  fometimes  in  a  fenfe  (in 
one  refped  more  wide,  in  another  more  flri£l)  for  all 
thofe  who  at  prefent,  in  any  age,  through  all  parts  of  the 
world,  do  openly  profefs  the  fincere  faith  and  obedience 
of  Chriil;  maintaining  an  external  prance  agreeable  to 
that  profeffion :  according  to  both  which  fenfes  we  may 
interpret  the  Holy  Catholic  Church  here,  they  being,  as 
to  the  duty  required  of  us,  conjoined  and  coordinate: 
for  whatever  is  faid  of  the  Church  in  Scripture,  (all  the 
chara&ers  and  conunendations attributed  to  it;)  as  it  doth 
principally  agree  to  it  in  the  iirft  of  thefe  fenfes,  fo  it  doth 
in  fome  kind  and  meafure  agree  to  the  latter :  and  there<- 
fore  (without  diftinguilhing)  we  may  fay  that  this  is  the 
Holy  Catholic   Church,  which  we  believe;    the  Zion Pf. cxuU. 
which  the  Lord  hath  chofen,  which  he  hath  defiredfor  his^^' 
habitation^  where  he  hath  refolved  to  place  his  reft  and  re^ 
fidencefor  ever :  The  mountain  Jeated  above  all  mountains,  ifa.  \\,  a, 
unto  which  all  nations  Jhould  flow :  The  houfe  of  ^^jJJJ^*^*' 
Inult  upon  a  rocky  againfl  which  the  gates  of  helljhall  not  is. 
prevail;  the  pillar  and  firmament  of  truth,  which  it  by  its 
profeilion  and  pradicc  in  a  manner  fupporteth  and  main- 
taineth:  The  new  Jerufalem  and  city  of  God;  the  mofherKev.'m.i^, 
of  us  all;  the  beloved  fpoufe  of  tfie  Lamb;  the  «^<9  g^^»«- SI.  Idx??'. 
ration^  royal  priefthoody  holy  natiouy  peculiar  people :  The  M*"*  *x»i. 
Church  which  Chrift  hath  pur  chafed  with  his  own  blood  ;^^y^,^,^1^ 
which  he  delivered  himfelffory  that  he  might fan&ify  i/,  and^^' 
cleanfe  it  with  the  wafhing  of  water  by  the  Word;  that  AeAasu.'ss. 
might  prefent  it  to  himfelf  a  glorious  Churchy  not  hawng^^*^"^^* 
fpot  or  wrinkle,  nor  any  fuch  thing ;  but  that  it  might  be 
holy  and  unblemiftied. 

Holy  we  fee  it  is  exprefsly  faid  to  be  in  Chrift's  defign  : 
holy,  a3  confiding  of  perfons  feparated  from  the  world, 
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(from  profane  and  vain  converfation^)  and  wholly  devoted 
1  Pet.  11.18.  to  God's  fervice;  chofen  to  befainiSy  ami  without  l/lemi/h 
ao.  tH.  9*3.  f^^fore  God  in  love ;  perfons  confecraled  and  conJHluted 
E^.  1. 4.  prie/iSf  to  offer  fpiriiual  facrificesy  acceptable  to  Godj 
Rcv.i.  6.  through  Jefus  Chrift,  Holy,  as  in  many  refpeds  peculiarly 
Dc^t  vii  ^'*^^^  ^^  God;  OS  kis chofen  peopley  (in  which  refpeft  the 
6.  »▼.  9.  Jews  were  anciently  called  a  holy,  which  is  interpreted  a 
Exod.^]dz.  chofen,  fpecial,  peculiar,  precious,  feparate  people^)  as  hit 
5»6.  hoiffe  and  temple;  wherein  he  in  a  fpecial  manner  doth 

1  Cor.  iii.    refide,  wherein  he  is  continually  worihipped ;  Nou/  the 
'^*  temple  of  God  is  holy,  whofe  temple  are  you,  faith  St. 

Paul ;  as  oixsToi  rou  0fou,  his  domeftics  and  familiars ;  as 
Jade  90.     his  children.     Holy,  as  redeemed  by  Chriftj  cleanfed  by 
^^^lllhis  blood,  fan&ified  by  his  Spirit;  as  pfofejlng  a  holy 
Rom. zii.  faith;  as  partakers  of  a   holy  and  heavenly  calling;  as 
iPet.  i.  is.^ndued  with  holy  graces  and  di/po/itionsy  performing  holy 
ferviceSf  obliged  to  holy  converfation. 
^    The  belief  and  conlideration  of  which  point  doth  ferve, 
I.  To  engage  us  to  periifl:  in  the  truth  of  Chriftian  doc-* 
trine,  delivered  by  our  Saviour  and  his  Apoflles,  atteded 
unto  by  the  general  confent  of  Chriftians ;  avoiding  all 
Heb.ziii. 9. novelties  of  opinion;  not  being  carried  about  with  tfarious 
Eph.  \v.  14,  and  Jirange  doSirines ;  not  being  like  children  tqffed  with 
waves y  and  carried  about  with  every  wind  of  doSirine,  in 
the  cozenage  of  men,  in  craft,  according  to  the  method 
(or  artifice)  of  deceit;  (not  being  deluded  with  fine  words, 
or  fair  pretences  of  many  innovators ;)  but  akr^ivomg  h 
iryiirriy  holding  the  truth  in  love :    2.  In  love ;  that  is  an* 
other  duty  we  are  hence  obliged  to ;  to  maintain  a  hearty 
charity  and  good  affection  toward  all  good  Chriftians; 
charity,  which  is  the  band  that  unites  the  Church,  which 
preferves  it  in  a  fweet  order  and  unity:    confequently^ 
3.  Readily  to  correfpond  and  communicate  with  all  good 
Chriftians,  (all  focieties  fincerely  profefling  and  pra&ifing 
faith,  charity,  and  obedience  to  our  Lord,)  communicat- 
ing, I  fay,  in  all  offices  of  piety :  4.  Submitting  to  all 
lawful  order  and  difcipline ;  ftudying  peace,  and  to  our 
power  promoting  concord  among  them:    confequently, 
5.  To  difavow  and  (hun  all  fa£Uous  combinations  what* 
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of  men  corrupting  the  truth,  or  difturbing  the  peace 
c  Church.  In  fine,  fincerely  to  wi(h  in  our  hearts, 
:ay  earneftly  for,  to  promote  by  our  beft  epdeavours, 
)eace  and  profperity  of  that  holy  Catholic  Church, 
•eof  we  fliould  be  members  and  children :  all  which 
J8  St.  Paul  dire£ls  us  to  in  thofe  few  words,  Purfue^Tim,  ii. 
eoufnefSf  failhy  charity ^  peace,  with  thofe  that  call^'^' 
(or  are  called  by  the  name  of)  the  Lord,  with  a  pure 
'•     I  proceed. 

'Cge  Communion  of  ^aim^, 

IE  words  were  not  extant  in  any  of  the  ancient 
ds,  but  were  afterwards  inferted :  nor  (as  I  conceive) 
the  meaning  of  them  nmch  differ  from  what  was  in- 
td  in  the  precedent  article,  concerning  the  Catholic 
xh ;  and  perhaps  it  was  adjoined  thereto,  by  way  of 
fition,  for  interpretation  thereof.  For  it  feems  the 
ling  of  them  is  this ;  that  all  the  faints  (thofe  which 
>  either  in  outward  etieem,  as  profeffing  Chriftian  faith 
Dbedience;  or  thofe  which  are  fo  in  heart  and  inr 
difpoiition ;  thofe  which  either  now  converfe  upon 
,  or  which  are  received  into  heaven ;  all  the  faints) 
r  in  obligation  fliould,  or  in  eSe6i  do,  communicate, 
ke,  join  together,  confent,  and  agree  in  what  con- 
faints  or  members  of  the  fame  body ;  in  believing 
icknowledging  the  fame  heavenly  truth  ;  in  perform- 
of  devotions  and  offices  of  piety  toward  God,  with 
for  one  another;  in  charitable  affe£lion  and  good- 
;oward  each  other ;  in  affording  mutual  afliftance  and 
ies  toward  each  other's  either  temporal  or  fpiritual 
;  in  mutual  condolency  and  companion  of  each 
's  evil;  congratulation  and  complacency  in  each 
•'s  good  5  in  winding,  according  to  St.  Paul's  words,  1  Cor.  %'\u 
care  the  fame  thing  for  one  another  :  fo  that  if  one  ^^'  ^*' 
)ei'fuffers^  all  the  members  fuffer  together  with  it ;  or 
^member  be  honoured,  all  the  meinlbers  rejjoice  with  it. 
briefly  feems  to  be  the  meaning  of  this  point;  and  1 
pot  farther  labour  to  fhew  the  ufes  thereof;  the  doc- 
fo  plainly  carrying  its  obligation  and  ule  in  its  face. 
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CONCERNING  THE  POWER  OF  THE  KEYS. 

I  TREATED  laft  upon  the  Catholic  Church  and  Com- 
munion  of  Saints :  between  that  article  and  that  which 
immediately  follows  concerning  the  remiffion  of  Jtm,  I 
think  it  convenient  to  interpofe  a  brief  confideration  upon 
the  Power  of  the  Keys;  the  which  we  are  direded  and  \ 
enjoined  fometime  to  difcourfe  on,  and  may  do  it^  as  it 
fibems,  here  mod  feafonably,  it  having  fo  near  a  relation  to 
the  matter  of  both  thofe  articles;  the  Church,  in  which) 
by  which,  for  which  it  is  exercifed,  (by  it  alfo  the  com- 
munion of  faints  being  maintained  and  preferved,)  and  the 
remiflion  of  (ins,  which  (efpecially  as  to  be  underftood 
here)  is  a  partial  and  mod  confiderable  eflfed  or  confequent 
of  its  ufe.  For  though  remiffion  of  lins  may  be  taken  in 
its  utmoft  latitude  for  all  remiffion  indulged  by  God,  and 
by  what  means,  in  what  manner,  upon  what  account  fty- 
ever  difpenfed;  yet  according  to  the  intention  of  tbofe 
who  compiled  the  Creed,  it  feems  principally  to  defign 
that  formal  remiffion  of  (ins  which  was  coniigned  by  the 
Church's  miniftry ;  this  being  performed  by  virtue  of  a 
power  imparted  by  Chrift  to  the  Church,  called,  as  we 
(hall  fee,  the  Power  of  the  Keys  ;  concerning  which,  tberer 
fore,  it  will  be  not  unfeafonable  for  us  here  briefly  fo  di& 
courfe. 

As  God  Almighty,  being  King  and  Sovereign  Lord  of 
the  world,  doth  govern  it  partly  by  his  own  immediate 
hand  of  providence,  partly  by  the  mediation  of  vifible  de- 
puties and  vicegerents  conAituted  by  him  in  feveral  pro- 
vinces of  that  his  kingdom,  who,  receiving  authority 
from  him,  are  obliged  under  him  to  govern  in  their  rc- 
fpedive  places,  according  to  rules  of  juAice  and  equity  pre* 
fcribed  by  him,  to  the  promotion  of  his  honour  and  praife 
of  his  name,  to  the  procurement  of  his  fubjofts'  benefit 
and  welfare,  (confiding  chiefly  in  their  leading  a  fafe, 
quiet,  and  commodious  life  here,  with  enjoyment  of  thofe 
comforts  which  are  fui table  to  men's  nature,)  each  in  his 
province  moft  particularly  regarding  the  welfare  of  tbofe 
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iibjeds  committed  to  their  charge,  yet  fo  as  withal  to  re- 
Tpeft  the  common  peace  and  profperity  of  mankind,  main- 
taining (fo  far  as  may  be)  good  correfpondency  with  the 
reft,  obferving  the  rules  of  juftice  and  humanity  toward 
all :  this  authority  committed  to  them  by  God  containing 
ill  powers  neceflary  or  conducible  to  thofe  purpofes  5  the 
power  of  making  and  impofing  laws ;  of  propounding  and 
bcftowing  rewards ;  of  appointing  and  infliding  puniih- 
ments ;  with  obligation  on  the  fubjeds*  part  to  entire  obe- 
dience and  fubmiffion. 

In  the  iame  (or  in  a  very  like)  manner  doth  Chrift,  the 
Head  and  fupreme  Governor  of  the  Church,  adminifter  his 
fpiritual  kingdom ;  partly  by  the  immediate  dire^ion  and 
governance  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  partly  by  his  prefidency  of 
governors  appointed  by  him  in  feveral  provinces  and  fo- 
deties  thereof,  to  manage  things  in  fuch  order  as  may  beft 
conduce  iirft  to  his  glory  and  fervice,  (as  well  by  the  pro- 
pagation and  enlargement  of  this  enipire,  as  prefervation 
and  maintenance  thereof  in  good  condition,  by  procuring 
due  reverence  to  his  perfon  and  obedience  to  his  laws,)  as 
may  alfo  confer  to  the  beft  advantage  of  his  fubje^ls,  and 
their  fpiritual  welfare ;  (confifting  in  their  being  inftru£ted 
in  duty,  and  difpofed  to  perform  it,  their  being  purified 
firom  fin,  and  perfected  in  hoHnefs,  and  fitted  for  the  pof- 
feflion  of  that  eternal  happinefs  to  which  they  are  called, 
defigned  for  them ;)  each  in  his  province  and  fociety  (yet 
fo  as  withal  to  refpe6l  the  good  of  the  whole  body,  main- 
taining charitable  afre3:ion  toward,  and  peaceable  com- 
merce with,  the  reft)  being  particularly  obliged  to  pro- 
i&ote  thofe  ends ;  fuch  authority  including  all  power  re- 
quifite  to  that  purpofe ;  of  eftabliftiing  fit  orders  and  rules 
to  be  obfer\xd  in  their  refpeftive  focieties ;  of  difpenfing 
encouragements  and  infli£ling  penalties,  agreeable  to  the 
nature  of  their  office,  and  conducible  to  their  defignment  5 
the  fubjeds  of  this  kingdom  being  obliged  to  obedience 
and  compliance  with  thofe  orders,  to  fubmit  to  thofe  pe- 
nalties and  cenfures.  Now  this  authority  (either  all  or  a 
great  part  of  it)  is  commonly  called  Potejlas  Clavium,  by 
a  name  taken  from  thofe  words  of  our  Saviour,  wherein 
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Mitt,  vi'u  ho  proraifeth  St.  Peter  that  he  would  give  him  the  keys  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven:   concerning  which  promife  we 
muft  firft  obferve,  that  however  it  was  made  to  St.  Peter 
upon  a  fpecial  occaiion,  yet  the  matter  thereof  was  not 
peculiar  and  reftrained  to  his  perfon ;  for  the  particulars 
conjoined    therewith^   and  which    explain  the  meaning 
thereof^  are  otherwhere  afligned  to  others,  as  well  as  him. 
Eph.ii.ao.  Chrift  there  declares^  that  upon  him  be  will  build  Ui 
Church  ;  and  otherwhere  we  are  informed,  that  the  Church 
RcT.  xxl.    is  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Prophets  and  Apo/ilesi 
Matt,  zviii.  ^^  promifes  that  what  he  ihall  bind  or  loofe  upon  earth 
18*        •    /hall  be  bound  or  loo  fed  in  heaven;  and  the  fame  privileire 
18  promued  otherwhere,  m  expreis  terms,  to  any  congre- 
gation or  fociety  of  Chriftians,  and  in  terms  eqmvalent  to 
a  certain  meeting  of  difciples.    This  privilege  thereforet) 
and  authority,  was  by  our  Saviour  committed   to  the 
Claves  illas  Ghurch :  and  if  to  the  Church,  then  (as  to  its  ufe  andex* 
rom\n^a^  ercife)  to  the  governors  thereof,  who  aft  in  behalf  thereof; 
to  Pctro      to  whom  its  prefervation  is  commended,  upon  whom  the 
oepimus     c^i'^  of  its  welfare,  its  peace,  its  honour  is  incumbent:  the 
^^?E    ^^^^^  ^®  ^^'^  *^  prefent  fuppofe,  and  which  by  the  na- 
88.  ture,  praftice,  end,  and  defign  of  this  power,  will  farther 

appear. 

At  prefent,  for  the  better  underftanding  the  nature  and 
extent  of  this  power,  we  will  confider,  i.  Its  name.  2.  Its 
objeft,  or  correlative  term.  3.  The  equivalent  phrafes  by 
which  it  is  exprefled  or  explained.  4.  The  praftice  and 
exercife  thereof.  5.  The  rife  and  occafion  of  its  inAitu- 
tion.  6.  The  neceffity  and  ufefulnefs  thereof.  From  the 
confideration  of  which  particulars  we  may  colled:  wherein 
it  confifts,  to  what  it  tends,  how  far  it  extends.  We  will 
touch  them  briefly. 

I.  The  name  Keys,  being  metaphorical,  implies  the  thing 
thereby  defigned  in  its  nature,  or  fome  chief  property,  (moft 
obvious  and  confpicuous,)  to  referable  keys.  Now  they 
(as  being  inftruments  defigned  to  no  other  purpofe)  have 
no  other  nature  or  property  than  opening  or  (butting  the 
avenues  or  paiTages  from  one  place  to  another ;  and  con- 
fequently  their  efiefts  being  either  to  give  entrance  and 
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admiffion,  or  to  detain  and  keep  within,  or  to  flop  the  paf- 
fage  and  exclude  from  a  place ;  neceflarily  all  or  fome  of 
thefe  aAions  (or  fomewhat  anfwerable  and  like  thereto) 
muft  agree  to  this  power,  in  refpe6t  to  that  fiate  or  place 
which  it  refers  to :  it  muft  be  therefore  a  power  either  ad- 
missive into,  or  retentive  within,  or  exclufive  from,  or 
all  thefe  together,  in  refpe^  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven^ 
whereof  it  is  called  the  Keys;  no  other  reafon  being  con- 
ceivable of  its  obtaining  that  appellation ;  and  we  fee, 
when  this  metaphor  is  ufed  in  like  cafes,  either  all  or  one 
of  thefe  efieds  are  by  way  of  interpretation  exprefled ;  M 
when  of  the  holy  and  true  one  (that  is,  of  our  Saviour)  it 
i^iaid  in  the  Revelation,  That  he  hath  the  key  of  David ^ILew.  Hi.  ;• 
it  is  fubjoined.  He  openeth,  and  nonejhutteth  ;  hejhuttethy 
and  npne  openeth.  And  when  our  Saviour  imputes  to  the 
lawyers,  that  they  took  away  the  key  of  knowledge^  he  ex- 
plains the  meaning  of  his  expreflion  by  adding,  that  they  L}ixktxi.5^» 
would  not  enter  themfelves,  and  thofe  who  were  entering 
they  hindered:  and  likewife  in  St.  Matthew,  concerning 
the  Scribes  and  Pharifees;  Ye  Jhut  the  kingdom  o/*  AeawnMatcxxHi. 
(the  fame  thing  as  here)  before  men;  for  yourfelves  do  not 
enter f  nor  do  youfuffer  thofe  (hat  are  entering.  Whence, 
it  feems,  may  be  coUeSed,  that  this  power  (this  having  the 
keys)  is  a  power  of  admiflion  into,  and  excluiion  from,  the 
place  or  ftate  which  it  relates  to:  which  we  muft  next 
confider^  for  fuch  muft  this  power  be,  as  its  term  or  ob« 
jt8i  doth  admit  or  require, 

ft.  As  to  the  term  it  relates  to,  the  kingdom  of  heaven^ 
that,  according  to  the  New  Teftament  ufe,  is  capable  efpe- 
cifdly  of  two  acceptions.  It  firft  commonly  iignifies  the 
ftate  of  conftitution  of  religion  under  the  Gofpel,  in  oppo- 
fition  or  contradiftin£tion  to  the  ftate  of  things  under  the 
ancient  Law.  In  the  time  of  the  Law,  God's  kingdom 
was  in  a  manner  earthly ;  the  laihd  of  Ifrael  was  his  domi* 
nion,  in  Salem  was  his  tabemacle,^  and  his  dwelling-place 
in  Zion;  Jerufalem 'was  his  royal  feat,  {the  city  of  th^?c.cx\j,^, 
great  King,)  the  temple  there  his  palace;  he  governed  **^'*- 
more  immediately  by  oracles 'from  time  to  time  put  into 
the  mouth  of  his  priefts  and  prophets,  confulting  him  for 
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orders  and  diredions;   he  received  more  vifible  lenricef 
and  homages  from  his  fubjeds ;  he  granted  earthly  con* 
veniences  and  privileges  for  them;  he  encouraged  them 
to  the  obedience  of  his  law  by  promifes  of  temporal  re- 
ward ;  deterred  them  from  difobedience  and  difloyalty  by 
threatening  temporal  pains  and  damages :  but  under  the 
evangelical  difpenfation,  as  God's  kingdom  is  more  capa* 
cious  and  unlimited  in  extenfion^  fo  he  hath  aflumed  no 
peculiar  refidence  upon  earth,  nor  is  worihipped  otherwife 
than  as  being  in  heaven,  the  natural  feat  of  his  fpecial 
miajefty  and  glory ;  he  rules  by  a  law  perpetual  and  im- 
mutable, revealed  from  thence ;  the  facrifices  and  adora- 
tions he  requires  are  fpiritual  and  invifible  for  the  mofi 
part,  and  addrefled  thither;  the  privileges  appertaining  to 
the  fubje6t8  of  this  kingdom  chiefly  refer  thither  j  they 
are  allured  to  obedience  by  rewards  to  be  conferred  there; 
are  withdrawn  from  difobedience  by  penalties  referring  to 
a  future  ftate.    This  ftate  therefore  of  things  is  called  the 
•h  l^tfiiini  kingdom  of  heaven,  of  Gody  of  Chri/i :   that  which  was 
y,'5^I^J|"  coming  and  approaching  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour's 
humble  fojouming  upon  earth,  is  now  prefent,  he  reign- 
ing in  heaven,  into  which  they  are  faid  to  be  tranflated; 
Col.  i.  i«,   iQ  have  accefs  unto  the  heavenly  Jerufalem  ;  to  be  made 
Eph.w.  19, felloW'Citizens  and  coheirs  with  the  faints  in  light;  to 
Phil. III. ao. ij^yg  /A^ir  converfation  in  heaven;  to  partake  a  heavenly 
Heb.  iii.  i.  calling ;   to  be  feated  together  with  Chrift  in  heavenly 
^"*  *^*      places  ;  who  with  fincere  perfuafion  of  mind  embrace  the 
do£trine  of  Chrift,  with  firm  refolution  fubmit  to  his  law, 
becoming  thereby  fubje£ts  of  this  heavenly  kingdom^  un- 
dertaking the  obligations,  and  partaking  the  privileges 
belonging  thereto.    This  ftate,  I  (ay,  or  relation,  is  thus 
called ;  or  (which  comes  to  the  fame  thing,  and  makes  no 
alteration  as  to  the  matter  in  hand)  taking  the  word  per- 
fonally,  (and  concretely  as  it  were,)  the  fociety  of  men  put 
into  fuch  a  ftate,  the  body  of  perfons  ftanding  fo  related, 
(that  is,  the  Church  of  Chrift,)  may  be  called  the  kingdom 
of  heaven*  This  acception  is  fo  frequent  and  obvious,  that  it 
is  needlcfs  to  cite  inftances,  or  fland  upon  the  confirmation 
thereof:  but  the  phrafe  is  alfo  fometime  taken  for  the 
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perfeAion  or  utmoft  improvemetit  of  this  ftate  j  that  ald^ 
vtog  fiaa-tXilaj  everlqfling  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  2  Vtt,  I  n. 
Jefus  Chrift^  as  St.  Peter  calls  it;  that  ftate  of  glory  and 
blifs,  into  which  all  good  Chriftians,  who  fhall  through 
this  temporal  life  perfift  in  faithful  obedience  unto  God, 
(hall  hereafter  be  received;  that  kingdom^  into  which  770/ Matt. tiL, 
every  one  who  faith,  Lord,  Lord,  (who  iliakes  an  external  ^^* 
profeffion  or  pretence,)  but  he  that  doeih  the  will  of  God, 
who  is  in  heaven,  fhall  enter.  Now  whereas  thefe  two 
ftates  (one  being  a  ftate  of  grace  and  favour  with  GodAfib»Jt.«4. 
here,  the  other  of  glory  and  joy  with  God  hereafter)  are 
in  their  nature,  and  according  to  their  prime  intention,  in- 
feparably  coherent,  one  being  fubordinate  to  the  other; 
that^  as  a  ftep  or  degree,  a  way  or  tendency  to  this ;  this, 
a  completion  and  confummation  of  that ;  that  being  fup* 
pofed  as  precedent  in  order  to  this,  this  in  deiign  confe* 
qaent  upon  that;  therefore  what  immediately  concerns 
one,  doth  by  confequence  refpeft  the  other:  and  in  our 
cafe^  a  power  to  open  or  fliut,  to  admit  into  or  exclude 
from,  the  ftate  of  grace,  may  be  fuppofed  and  faid  in  a 
manner  confequehtly  to  be  a  power  of  opening  and  fliut- 
ting  the  ftate  of  glory  hereafter;  and  reciprocally,  both 
jointly  may  be  well  underftood  in  their  kind  and  order. 
But  fince  the  perfons  to  whom  this  power  is  imparted  do 
exercife  it  here,  {and  what  thou  Jhalt  hind  or  loofe  upon  Matt,  xtt 
earth,  faith  our  Saviour,  implying  the  ufe  of  that  power  *^' 
which  be  promifed  to  communicate  to  St.  Peter;)  fince 
Ac  immediate  effeds  thereof  are  here  below,  therefore  it 
feems  fit  that  we  underftand  the  kingdom  of  heaven  in  our 
cafe  more  directly  and  immediately  the  prefent  kingdom 
of  heaven,  or  ftate  of  grace  into  which  Chriftians  are  here 
received,  (or,  if  you  pleafe,  the  fociety  itfelf  of  perfons  fo 
inflated;)  though  more  remotely,  and  by  confequence,  it 
liiay  imply  the  ftate  of  glory  hereafter. 
-  'We  (hould  therefore  confider  how  thefe  ftates  (efpecially 
^^t  of  grace  here  more  immediately  reipe£ted)  may  be 
.opened  or  ftiut;  how  one  man  may  be  enabled  or  em- 
"powered  to  permit  entrance,  or  debar  others  from  it :  and 
this  we  may  conceive  effe£tible  either  by  yielding  fome 
VOL,  Tf  1  i 
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real  furtherance  on  one  fide^  or  feme  effe&ual  hindranoe 
on  the  other^  in  refpe£t  of  getting  into  or  abiding  in  this 
Hate;  or  elfe  by  fome  formal  a6t  of  judgment  and  autho- 
rity, by  virtue  of  which  fome  are  admitted  to  partake  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  this  fiate,  or  fome  excluded  and 
rendered  incapable  thereof.  I  fay^  firft,  by  real  further- 
ance or  hindrance ;  as  on  the  one  fide,  they  who  inftruft 
or  (hew  the  way,  who  perfuade^  who  encourage  men  to 
enter,  who  afford  any  means  or  opportunities,  may  be  laid 
AEU  xiv.  to  open  this  date ;  (as  in  like  manner  it  is  faid  that  God 
*^*  did  open  to  the  Gentiles  a  door  of  faith;  and  St.  Paul  iiuit^ 

1  Cor.zTi.9.  a  great  afid  effeQual  door  was  opened  to  him  at  Ephefus^ 
9  Cor. ii.  island  another  atTroas;  and  he  exhorts  4he  Coloffians  to 
CoK  IT.  d.  pr&y  ihat  God  would  open  to  him  dofuv  rou  kiyoo,  a  door  of 
preaching  the  myjiery  of  Chrift;  where  opening  a  door  de- 
jQOtes  miniftering  opportunities  and  advantages  of  perform- 
ing the  things  fpecified.)  And  on  the  other  iide^  tbey 
who  keep  from  knowing  the  way  which  leads  ifaitber, 
who  diffuade  or  difcourage  from  entering,  who  fjibtiaift 
the  means  or  prevent  opportimities  of  doing  it,  who  iater- 
|>ofe  obftacles  or  obftru3ions  of  difficulty,  danger,  or  da- 
mage, may  be  faid  to  (hut,  or  exclude;  (thus  are  the  Scribes 
Matt  xxiii.faid  tojhut  the  kingdom  of  heaven;)  that  is,  to  hinder  men 
from  embracing  the  dod:rine,  or  fubmitting  to  the  nde  of 
Chrift,  by  difcouraging  them  from  giving  attention  and 
credence  to  what  he  taught,  (which  is  otherwhere  caUed 
l.MktiX,5^.  taking  away  the  key  of  knowledge ;)  as  alfo  by  terrifying 
them  from  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  they  faw  and 
liked,  by  reproaches,  perfecutions,  and  punifhments  laid 
on  them  who  did  it.  Thus  may  this  ftate  be  opened  and 
(hut.  As  alfo  it  may  fo  by  judicial  and  authoritauve  ads; 
by  way  of  codfent  and  approbation  declared,  of  decifion 
and  fentence  pronounced ;  in  fuch  manner  as  we  duly  fee 
men  admitted  into,  and  debarred  from,  the  ftate  of  citizens 
and  freemen,  (from  enjoying  in  efteem  and  effeft  the  ca- 
pacities and  inununities  belonging  to  the  members  of  fuch 
or  fuch  focieties  and  corporations,)  by  the  confent  or  dii^ 
fent,  approbation  or  refufal^  deccee  or  ifesitenoe,  fomuJly 
fignified,  of  peiibns  empovuenad  to  thpfe  puiyofes.    Now 
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ling  the  nature  of  that  (late  whereof  we  are  fpeak- 
iog,  as  to  real  furtherance,  fince  refpe£i  to  God's  glory 
and  man's  fidvation  qbliges  all  men  to  endeavour  that 
men  be  brought  into  this  ftate,  the  fame  being  in  a  fpecial 
manner  incumbent  upon  the  governors  and  pailors  of  the 
Church;  therefore  this  may  be  conceived  one  way  c^ 
opening,  or  one  part  of  this  power ;  although  to  (hut  by 
way  of  real  hindrance,  in  the  manner  defcribed,  cannot 
properly  belong  to  any,  duty  and  charity  forbidding  really 
and  finally  to  obftruft  entrance  into  the  (late  of  grace  $ 
the  Scribes  and  Lawyers  being  blamed  for  not  fufiering 
men  (otherwiie  willing  and  difpofed)  to  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  As  to  the  other  kind  of  opening 
and  {hutting,  by  legal  proceeding ;  as  all  perfons,  accord- 
ii^  to  charitable  eftimation,  worthy  and  well  qualified, 
ought  to  be  admitted  thereinto;  fo  neither,  according  to 
the  reafon  of  the  thing  itfelf,  nor  in  regard  to  the  public 
benefit,  nor  refpeding  the  good  of  the  perfons  pretending 
thereto,  ihould  fome  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  conunu- 
nion  thereof:  therefore  to  diftinguifh  and  fepaiiate  fuch 
perfons,  the  'appointment  and  ufe  of  fuch  a  power  is  re- 
quifite.  This  will  appear  more  plainly  when  we  come  to 
confider  the  neceility  and  utility  of  this  power.     Farther, 

5dly.  For  the  phrafes  equivalent,  by  which  in  places  of 
the  Gofpel  moft  parallel  this  power  is  exprelTed  and  ex- 
plained, they  are  efpecially  tlK)fe  of  binding  and  loofing, 
,  of  retaining  and  remitting  fins.  As  for  binding  and  loof- 
ipgj  when  our  Saviour  had  promifed  to  beftow  upon  St* 
Peter  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  be  fignifies 
what  -efied  the  ufe  of  them  (hould  produce,  by  adding 
conjunAively,  And  whatever  thoujhalt  hind  on  earth  Jhalt^^tu  zvi. 
le  Ifound  in  heaven;  and  what  thou  Jhalt  looje  upon  earth^^' 
JhaU  he  loofed  in  heaven. 

Now  binding  may  fignify  any  kind  of  detennination,  of 
reftraint,  of  detention  upon  perfons  or  things ;  and  loofing^ 
that  which  is  oppofite  thereto,  the  leaving  indifierent,  lay- 
sag  (i^>en,  fetting  free  of  any  perfon  or  thing  refpe£livelyv 
He  that  (havkig  good  authority  to  do  fo)  enjoins  or  pro^ 
hiUis  any  thing,  doth  bind  that  thing,  (detemuiing  iu 
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moral  quality,  making  it  to  be  good  or  bad,  lawful  or  un- 
lawful,) and  binds  the  perfons  concerned  to  obfervation 
Or  abftinence ;  he  that  permits  the  (ame  thing  to  be  done, 
or  difpenfes  with  its  doing,  may  be  faid  to  loofe :  thus  all 
laws  are  bonds,  and  are  faid  to  oblige ;  and  the  removing 
or  fufpending  their  force,  in  whole  or  in  part,  (by  abroga- 
tion, or  difpenfation,  or  exception,)  is  confequently  a  loof- 
ing,  or  relaxation ;  and  the  power  of  binding  and  loofing 
thus  would  be  a  power  legiflative,  of  making  and  repeal- 
hig  laws  and  rules  of  a£tion ;  and  in  fome  analogy  bereto/ 
the  power  (with  authority  and  by  office)  of  interpreting 
laws,  that  is,  of  determining  and  declaring  what  is  com- 
manded, what  prohibited,  what  permitted,  may  be  called 
a  power  of  binding  and  loofing^  (and  if  we  believe  Mr.  Sel- 
den,  and  Grotius  perhaps  from  him,  in  Matt.  xvi.  is  (0 
commonly  termed  among  Jewifh  writers :)  alfo  the  exer- 
cife  of  any  jurifdi6tion,  the  deciiion  of  any  cafe,  the  ward- 
ing any  amends  to  be  done,  any  mul£t  to  be  impofed,  any 
puniihment  to  be  infli£i:ed,  is  a  binding ;  to  which  kind  €f 
Mtttt  iTiii.  binding  it  feems  pl^n  that  place  doth  more  particularly 
*'*  refer,  wherein  our  Saviour  pronounces  valid  the  arbitra- 

tion between  perfons  in  difference  made  by  one  or  two 
friends ;  or  (if  that  cannot  terminate  the  controverfy)  the 
final  judgment  of  the  Church,  concerning  which  he  with 
afleveration  pronounces,  Amen^  {verily^)  I  fay  unto  yott^ 
that  whatfoever  ye  (a  Church  of  you  my  difciples)  Jhall 
(viz.  in  this  manner,  by  way  of  jurifdi£tion  or  arbitration) 
bind  upon  earth  Jhall  be  bound  in  heaven ;  and  whatfoever 
ye  Jhall  loofe  upon  earth  Jhall  be  loofed  in  heaven :  all  your 
fentences  and  decifions  (duly  and  impartiaUy  made)  fliall 
be  valid  and  ratified  by  God  himfelf.  Alfo  the  refult  of 
any  contra£t  is  an  obligation,  and  they  who  make  or  en- 
ter into  it  do  bind  the  parties  concerned,  (themfelves  and 
others.)  Moreover,  the  detaining  any  how  under  one's 
power  or  difpofal,  is  binding ;  and  the  fetting  free  thence, 
Lukexiii.  a  loofing  snfwerable  thereto;  {Ought  not,  faith  our  Sa- 
^^'  viour,  this  daughter  of  Abraham,  whom  Satan  hath  hound 

ihefe  eighteen  years,  to  be  loofed  J¥om  this  bond  on  the  fab' 
bath  day  f  That  which  is  here  called  bound  by  Satan  is 
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otherwhere  exprefled  by  xaraitfvaftvi&eu  M  tS  tut^Ktt,  46b  x.  aa, 
(being  under  the  power  and  dominion  of  the  devil.)  AUb 
Innding  aiay  imply  detaining  in  any  prefent  condition^  (as 
fappofe  a  condition  of  guilt,  of  disfavour,  of  obnoxiouf- 
nefs  to  wrath  and  punifliment,  either  pofitivelyy  by  keep-^ 
iog  on  the  ihackles  which  hold  them,  or  negatively^  by 
withdrawing  the  means  of  getting  out ;)  and  correfpond- 
endy,  looting  is  a  freeing  from  fuch  a  (late,  by  removing 
the  eaufes  which  hindered,  or  applying  the  means  which 
procure  liberty.  And  to  this  laft  fenfe  the  other  equiva- 
lent phrafe  (ufed  in  St.  John,  of  retaining  and  remitting  of 
fins)  doth  feem  to  refer;  IVhofefoever  Jins  ye  remit,  theyjf^tinxx., 
are  remitted  unto  them;  and  whofefoever  Jins  ye  retain,^^' 
they  are  retained;  that  is,  whomfoever  ye  fiiall  think  fit 
to  detain  in  a  Aate  of  guilt,  to  refufe  pardon  and  recon- 
dlement  unto,  they  (hall  continue  in  fuch  ftate,  they  fhall 
reft  deprived  of  thofe  benefits ;  whomfoever  ye  (hall  judge 
worthy  to  be  abfolved  from  guilt,  and  received  unto  fa- 
vour, they  (hall  eifeftually  be  pardoned  and  reconciled  in 
God's  fight ;  your  aft,  in  refpeft  to  that  remiffion  or  re- 
tention, (hall  be  approved  and  ratified  in  heaven.  Now 
from  thefe  confiderations  concerning  the  name  of  this 
power,  and  the  term  or  objeft  thereof,  and  of  the  phrafes 
in  fome  meafure  equivalent  to  that  whereby  it  is  exprefled, 
although  we  may  probably  infer  fomewhat  concerning 
the  nature  thereof^  yet  the  perfeft  nature  and  fiill  extent 
thereof  feems  beft  deducible  from  that  which  we  muft 
next  confider. 

4*  The  pra6Uce  and  exercife  of  this  power ;  which  ber 
ing  by  our  Saviour  committed  to  his  Church,  and  to  the 
Apoftles  as  governors  thereof,  and  afting  in  its  behalf,  we 
cannot  fuppofe  they  would  aft  beyond  or  befide  it.  What 
we  fee  them  (in  way  of  office  and  authority)  doing,  appli- 
cable and  agreeable  to  the  meaning  of  thofe  words,  as 
hitherto  in  fome  fort  explained,  we  may  well  believe  done 
by  virtue  of  this  power  fo  exprefsly  by  our  Lord  beftowed 
on  them ;  and  the  like  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  con- 
cerning the  Church's  nearly  fucceeding  to  their  dmes, 
that  what  they  generally  praftifed  in  way  of  government 
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was  by  authority,  not  arbitrarily  aflluned  to  Ihemfelves, 
but  derived  from  Chrift's  donation  and  appointment,  de- 
clared to  be  fo,  directed  and  determmed  to  particular  ufe 
by  the  Apoftles,  when  they  planted  and  fettled  each 
Aas  ii.  14,  church.  Now  for  the  Apoftles'  pra&ice ;  we  find,  as 
&c.  XX.  18,  ^gj^j  ^^  ^jjg  opening  part  of  this  power,  that  they  did 

with  great  eameftnefs  and  diligence  labour  to  bring  men 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  by  inftru^on,  invitation,  and 
perfuafion,  (not  fparing  any  pains,  not  regarding  any  diffi- 
culty, not  (hunning  any  danger  for  the  efiefking  hereof;) 
Not  (to  ufe  St.  Paul's  words  in  the  A&s)  keeping  ba^h  mnj 
thing  that  was  profitable,  but  Jhewing  and  teaching  them 
.    publicly  from  houfe  to  hotife,  thoroughly  teftifying  both  to 
Jews,  and  alfo  to  the  Greeks,  repentance  toward  God,  and 
faith  toward  our  Lord  Jefus  Chri/i,    That  having  thus  in- 
duced men,  and  qualified  them  to  enter,  (by  entertaining 
the  dodrine  of  Chrift,  and  refolution  to  live  acconling 
thereto,)  they  did  actually  admit  them  into  this  AaJ»  by 
a  folemn  slQ.,  containing  a  fymbolical  reprefentation  of  the 
nature  of  this  (late,  with  the  benefits  and  privileges  ac- 
companying it ;  declaring  the  perfons  fo  admitted  to  be 
received  into  a  ftate  of  entire  favour  with  God,  to  be  freed 
from  all  precedent  guilt,  to  have  all  their  fins  remitted 
A6U  ii.  38.  and  blotted  out,  to  be  redeemed  from  the  power  of  dark- 
Col!  L  la    "^'^^  ^"^  tranflated  into  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  God's  be- 
13,  &c.      loved  Son.     That  by  condant  exhortation  to  perfeverance 
and  progrefs  in  faith  and  obedience,  (againft  all  tempta- 
tions, perfecutions,  and  fedudlions,)  in  St.  Paul's  words, 
Ilom.iT.35.  warning  every  man,  and  teaching  every  man  in  all  wtfdom. 
Col.  i.  18.  Ihey  might  prefent  (or  render)  every  man  perfe£i  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  they  did  endeavour  to  preferve  and  retain  men  in 
this  ftate  3  that  when  men,  being  overborne  by  temptation 
of  the  flefh  or  perfecution  of  the  world,  or  feduced  by  the 
cunning  of  £alfe  teachers,  did  decline,  and  were  in  danger 
of  deferting  the  profeffion  or  prance  agreeable  to  this 
date,  they  did  labour  zealoufly  to  reclaim,  and  refettle 
them  therein;   and  that  fuch  having  fallen  from  it  of 
themlelves,  or  having  been  (by  reafon  of  their  fcandalous 
and  contagious  pra&ice)  in  way  of  cenfure  and  punifh- 
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ment  removed  from  it^  they  were  ready  (upon  their  re- 
pentance fuificiently  declared)  to  receive  and  reftore  then^ 
reiniiating  them  in  their  former  condition^  and  remitting 
their  offences ;  {If  any  marij  faith  St.  Paul,  be  prevented  Gal.  ri.  1. 
in  a  tratifgre/pony  ye  that  arejpiritualy  KaTa^l^ers  tov  toiStovj 
teftore  (reeftablifb,  fet  in  a  right  and  entire  ftate)  fuch  an 
one  in  the  Jpirit  of  meeknefs  ;  confidering  thyfelfy  left  thou 
alfo  be  tempted:  and,  If  any  one  doth  not  obey  our  words — a  Thcff.  iii. 
mark  fuch  an  one,  and  do  not  converfe  with  him,  that  he^*' 
may  be  q/hamed :  however  do  not  account  him  an  enemy , 
bui  admonijh'  him  as  a  brother.)     And  more  plainly,  St. 
Paul  enjoins  the  Corinthians  to  account  a  puniihment  im- 
pofed'upon  a  grievous  offender  fufficient ;  that  they^owWa  Cor.  ii.  7, 
favour  (or  indulge  with,  or  forgive)  and  comfort  him,  left  ®'  ^^' 
he  fhould  be  fwallowed  up  with  grief;  that  they  ihould 
confirm  love  toward  him ;  declaring,  that  what  favour  they 
fhould  (hew  in  fuch  cafes,  he  ihould  confent  and  comply 
with  them  therein.     And  he  otherwhere  tells  us,  that  the  2  Cor.  xiiu 
power  he  had  beftowed  upon  him  by  Chrift,  according  to  ^®' 
which  he  might,  upon  occafion,  ufe  perfons  feverely,  was 
for  edification,  and  not  for  deftrudion ;  that  the  extremeft  1  Cor.  ?.  5. 
puniihment  infli6led  (delivery  to  Satan,  from  whofe  domi- 
nion they  were  by  entrance  into  Chrift's  kingdom  freed) 
was  for  deftruftion  of  the  flefh,  that  the  Jpirit  might  feiTim.uao. 
faved  in  the  day  of  judgment,  and  that  they  might  learn 
not  to  blq/pheme;  intimating  a  reftitution  into  this  ftate  by 
repentance.    And  laftly,  whereas  St.  Paul  advifes  Timo- 
thy not  to  lay  fuddenly  his  hands  upon  any  man,  nor  iTim.T.23. 
(thereby)  to  partake  with  other  men^s  fins;  he  feems  to 
intimate  the  pra£tice  of  receiving  offenders  into  full  com^- 
munion  of  the  Church,  and  readmittance  into  this  ftate, 
fignified  by  that  ceremonious  a£Hon.  Thus  did  the  Apoftles 
ufe  the  Power  of  the  Keys  on  one  hand;  opening,  and 
admitting,  and  keeping  within  the  ftate  of  grace.    We 
alfo  fliall  find  them  (hutting  and  excluding  fixjm  it,  by  re- 
fiifing  and  rejefting  fuch  as  were  not  worthy  and  well  dif-  t«»  /s«rixi/- 
pofed  for  it;  withdrawing  the  means  of  inftruftion  and*'!^*.®*^- 
perfuafion;  not  cqfting  their  pearls  to  fwine;  Jhaking  MeMatLvU.e. 
dnft  off  their,  feetj  when  men  (as  it  is  in  the  Afts)  dirfAasxiii. 
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ihfiifi  away  the  w^rd  of  God,  and  did  not  judge  themfelves 
worthy  of  eternal  life.    We  find  them  alfo  exercifing  au- 
thority upon  fuch  as  were  admitted;   dealing  feverely 
with  perfons  walking  diforderly  in  any  kind  of  lewd  and 
vicious  practice,  difobeying  their  words  and  orders,  mak- 
ing divifions  and  fcandals^  breathing  falfe  and  bad  doc- 
trines, contrary  to  that  which  they  had  taught;   fuch 
they  enjoin  Chriftians  to  decline  from,  and  avoid  all  com* 
Rom.  xYi.  munion  and  converfation  with  them  ;  fuch,  as  bad  leaven, 
aTheC  U.3.  ^^Y  command  to  be  purged  out  from  the  Chri(tian  con* 
1  Cor.  V.  7.  gregations,  to  be  taken  from  among  them,  to  be  delivered 
up  to  Satan.    Thus  did  they  ihut  the  kingdom  of  heaven; 
and  fo,  according  to  their  example  and  order,   (as  we 
ihould  in  reafon  fuppofe,)  did  the  governors  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  Church  after  them  both  open  and  (hut  it ;  opening  it 
BaC  Nu.    by  baptifra,  (which  the  Fathers  fometime  exprefsly  call 
^'  .xX«)f  oopavmy  the  key  of  heaven^)  and  receiving  perfons  well 

inliru£ted  and  well  difpofed  into  it ;  opening  it  again  by 
receiving  perfons  who  had  been  for  heinous  offences  put 
out,  upon  due  teftification  and  reafonable  affurance  of  their 
amendment  and  repentance ;  and  (hutting  it  upon  perfons 
imfit  to  enter,  feparating  and  excluding  from  it  fuch  as 
notorioufly  mifbehaved  themfelves  therein,  to  the  diiho- 
nour,  didurbance,  and  detriment  of  the  Church.  I  can- 
not inlift  upon  particulars,  nor  (land  to  produce  teflimonies 
concerning  them ;  let  one  clear  paflage  (as  to  the  latter 
Cap.  38.  part,  Jhutting)  out  of  Tertullian's  Apologetic,  wherein  he 
declares  the  manner  commonly  praflifed  in  the  Chriftian 
Churches,  fuffice.  Certey  faith  he,  ftdem  fanilis  vocibus 
pafcimuSf  fpem  erigimus,  Jiduciam  JlgimuSy  difciplinam 
prcBceptorum  nihilominus  inculcationibus  devfamus ;  Hi' 
dem  etiam  exhortationes,  cciftigationeSy  et  cenfura  divina; 
nam  et  judicatur  magna  cum  pondere^  ut  apud  certos  de 
Dei  confpe6hiy  fummumque  futuri  judicii  prajudicium  eftf 
ft  quis  ita  deliquerit,  ut  a  communicatione  orationis,  et  con-. 
ventuSy  et  omnisfanBi  commercii  relegetur, 

5.  As  for  the  rife  and  occafion  of  this  power,  (bcBde 
the  neceflity  and  utility  thereof,  which  might  caufe  it  to 
be  appointed,)  we  may  coniider,  tl^at  as  all,  or  the  greater 


An  Expofitian  on  the  Creed.  489 

part^  of  in(titutions  and  ceremonies  pra6Ufed  among  Chfif- 
tians^  as  the  whole  frame  of  government  in  their  churches, 
feem  to  have  been  drawn  from,  or  according  to,  the  pat- 
tern of  God's  ancient  Church,  (Chriftianity  not  aflfeAing 
novelty  or  difference  from  that,  but  fo  far  as  confided  with 
its  main  defign  of  reforming  men's  minds,  and  promoting 
the  fpiiitual  fervice  of  God,  and  fuited  with  reafon  or  ex- 
pediency, endeavouring  conformity  to  it,  and  refemblance 
thereof;)  fo  it  feems  our  Saviour,  in  this  particular,  did 
but  accommodate  and  veil  in  the  governors  of  his  Church 
a  power  ufed  in  that  of  the  Jews ;  for  we  (hall  find  this 
power  in  its  feveral  parts  not  only  reprefented  in  type,  but 
exprefled  in  direct  and  real  practice.    We  fee  that  the 
Jewiih  Church  was  opened  to  profelytes  by  circumcifion^ 
by  waihing,   by  expiatory  facrifices;    that  unclean  and  Levit  xiii« 
leprous  perfons  were  excluded  from  the  camp  and  con-]J^^^^^ 
gregation,  prohibited  contefl  and  converfation,  that  they 
might  not  annoy  or  infe£t  thofe  which  were  pure  and 
found ;  that  upon  their  recovery  and  purification  they  were 
reftored  to  fociety  and  converfation ;  that  that  Church  was 
wholly  (tiut  upon  enormous  offenders,  (fuch  who  could 
not  be  kept  in  order,  who  prefumptuoufly  neglected  fome 
great  duty,  or  violated  fome  great  commandment,  who 
difgraced  the  religion  by  fcandalous  pra£tice,  or  difturbed 
the  peace  by  contumacious  carriage,  refufing  to  hear  the 
ju4ge  and  the  priefl ;)  that,  I  fay,  fuch  perfons  were  quite 
(hut  out  by  total  extermination  and  excifion.  We  find  alfo 
feveral  degrees  of  ecclefiaflical  cenfure  (anfwerable  to  theVi(LEs.x. 
degrees  of  offence)  pra^lifed  among  them,  alluded  to  inL^vi.a«, 
the  New  Teftament ;  feparating  from  communion  and  con- Jo?»n«'««« 
verfe,  exclufion  from  the  fynagogue,  anathematizing  or gsI.  1.8,9, 
imprecating,  and  devoting  to  God's  judgment:  the  prac-*^ 
tice  of  which  things  being  grounded  in  reafon,  and  fuit- 
able  to  the  flate  of  the  Chriflian  Church,  (as  well  as  to 
that  of  the  Jews,)  and  conducible  to  the  welfare  thereof, 
it  is  no  wonder  a  power  of  doing  the  like  was  granted 
unto  the  Chriflian  Church,  and  exercifed  by  the  fuper- 
intendency  thereof.    But  thefe  things  I  cannot  fland  to 
purfue  minutely  and  diflindly. 
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I  (hould,  laftly,  confider  the  neceflity  and  ufefuliiels  of 
this  power ;  how  neceflary  and  conducible  it  is  to  pro- 
mote the  ends  of  Chrifiian  religion ;  to  preferve  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Church  and  of  its  governors  5  to  iecure  the 
members  thereof  from  contagion  of  bad  manners  and  in- 
fluences of  bad<  example ;  to  maintain  good  order  and 
peace ;  to  reftrain  from  ofiending,  and  reform  them  that 
(hall  ofiend ;  and  to  the  like  purpofes.  But  I  (hall  leave 
this  point  to  your  farther  coniideration. 

^1^  JFoi'Sibciitliit  cif  S^ttui »  tint  ^tfiuiitctioii  nf  t§0 

THAT  it  is  the  natural  condition  of  mankind  to  lie 
under  a  violent  proclivity  (or  rather  an  unavoidable  necef- 
fity)  of  frequently  tranfgrefling  the  plained  didates  of  rea- 
fon,  the  fureft  rules  of  equity,  however  fortified  by  the 
authority  of  God  himfelf,  commanding  and  requiring 
duty,  promiiing  reward,  and  threatening  punifhment,  con- 
tinual experience  (hew&;   that  hereby  men  do  not  only 
much  difgrace  and  abufe  themfelves,  (doing  againft  the 
Dem^xxxii.  dignity  of  their  nature  and  their  own  particular  welfare,) 
but  highly  injure,  difhonour,  and  ill  requite  God,  (their 
Maker,  their  natural  Lord,  their  Benefaftor,  from  whom 
they  have  received  their  being,  under  whofe  power  they 
wholly  are,  to  whom  they  owe  all  their  good,  and  confe- 
quently  to  whom  all  obedience,  refpeft,  and  gratitude  is 
due  from  them,)  is  alfo  manifeft ;  their  own  confciences 
will  tell  them  fo  much ;  their  own  reafon  will  therefore 
condemn  them :  that  hereby  they  are  involved  in  a  date 
ixOiMtt.      of  guilt  and  debt,  become  obnoxious  to  the  just  wrath 
Rom.  V.  t9.2jij  vengeance  of  God,  beyond  all  poflibility  of  making 
(by  themfelves)  any  reparation  or  fatisfadion ;  (for  they 
are  more  apt  to  incur  new,  than  able  to  make  amends  for 
old,  blame ;  to  accumulate  more  than  to  difcharge  fore- 
going debts ;)  that  hence  they  muft  fall  into  a  condition 
of  reftlefs  fear  and  inextricable  perplexity  of  mind,  dread- 
hig  the  effefts  of  divine  juftice  and  vengeance  fometime 
to  come  upon  them ;  that  there  (Cannot  in  reality  be  any 
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r  idief  or  deliverance  from  thia  diftrefs  than  from  the 
puty  of  God  difpofing  him  to  bear  padently^  to  for- 
mercifuUy  thefe  oflfenceB ;  not  in  their  apprehenfion 
fuch  relief^  (any  freedom  from  fuch  difcomfort  and 
ly,)  than  from  a  plain  figoification  of  God's  being  fo 
lOufly  difpofed,  is  alfo  clear  frt>m  the  fame  light.  Now 
cb  a  difpoiition  in  God  (to  be  appeafed  and  to  pardon  Tcftimoni- 
ces)  we  find  a  general  prefumption  among  thofe  who  ""u^iJ^ 

had  any  knowledge  or  opinion  concerning  God,  Chriftians. 
»m,  I  fuppofe,  partly  from  primitive  tradition,  partly 
I  experience  of  Grod's  forbearance  to  puniih  and  con- 
mce  to  beftow  the  common  benefits  of  Providence 
I  offenders,  partly  from  an  opinion  that  bomity  and 
lency  are  perfections  and  excellences  worthy  of  God; 
afily,  from  a  natural  inclination  in  men  (neceflary  to 
quiet  and  comfort  of  their  minds)  to  flatter  themfelves 
I  pleafing  hopes ;)  we  find,  I  {ay,  fuch  a  general  pre- 
ption  concerning  God's  difpofition  to  be  reconcileable 
merciful  to  offenders,  efpecially  upon  their  acknow- 
;ment  of  guilt  and  need  of  favour,  together  with  a  de- 
iUon  of  their  willingnefs  to  make  him  fuch  amends  as 
r  are  able  to  do :  fuch  a  prefumption  to  have  been, 

univerfal  cuAom  of  prefenting  facrifices  and  obliga- 
s  to  God  doth  fufliciently  (hew;  which  implied  in 
a  who  prefented  them  a  confeflion  of  guilt  to  be  ex- 
ed,  of  punifhment  to  be  deferved,  (fuch  as  was  repre- 
ed  in  the  deftruAion  of  a  living  creature,)  as  alfo  a  de- 
of  making  fatisfaCtion,  (intimated  by  their  cheerfrd 
:ing  with  fomewhat  dear  and  valuable  to  them ;)  upon 
ch  confiderations  of  humble  acknowledgment,  of  wil- 
;nefs  to  fatisfy  in  a  manner  fo  fignal  and  folemn,  de- 
ed they  did  hope  Grod's  wrath  would  be  appeafed,  and 
judgments  averted  fr-om  them.  Such,  it  feems,  was  the 
imon  prefumption  of  mankind ;  which  yet  could  not 
Bfy  or  quiet  the  minds  of  them  who  fhould  confider, 
t  as  fuch  performances  could  not  really  take  away 
k,  nor  fufficiently  repair  thofe  ineftimable  wrongs  and  - 
onts  put  upon  God,  fo  God  had  never  plainly  declared 
kitention  to  confider  or  accept  them;  fothat  in  efieft 
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their  opinion  was  fomewhat  unreafonable,  and  tbrir  hope 
groundlefs.  This  obfervation  I  propound,  as  yielcUng  a 
good  argument  (the  general  confent  of  mankind)  to  prove 
that  the  doArine  (concerning  remiflion  of  fins  obtainable 
firom  God)  is  a  fundamental  point  and  a  principal  part  of 
all  religion,  and  that  yet  (as  to  any  folid  and  certain 
ground  of  believing  or  hoping  it)  it  is  peculiar  to  Chrif- 
tian  religion,  God  never  before  the  revelation  (evangeli- 
cal) having  clearly  and  fully  fignified  that  he  would  par- 
don offences  (at  leaft  all  of  them,  heinous  and  prefump- 
tuous  offences)  committed  againft  him.  What  God  would 
Rom.  iL  have  done  he  had  taught  partly  by  a  natural  law  and  light 
implanted  in  every  man's  foul,  partly  by  exprefs  promul- 
gation made  to  the  Patriarchs  of  old,  and  derived  to  pofte- 
tity  from  them  by  tradition;  how  men  in  refped  thereto 
^  behaved  themfelves,  their  confcience  {accufing  or  excvfing 

titem)  could  teftify ;  but  how,  in  cafe  of  tranfgreifing  thofe 
Gal.  iii.      di^tes  and  laws,  he  would  deal  with  them,  he  never 
Numb.  ST.  plainly  had  difcovered.     Indeed  the  Jewifh  difpenfation 
37,  Ac.       (which  was  particular  and  preparatory  to  Chriftianity)  did 
appoint  and  accept  expiations  for  fome  lefTer  faults  com- 
mitted out  of  ignorance  and  infirmity ;  but  did  not  pre- 
AAssiu.a8.tend  to  jufUfy  from  all  things,  (as  St.  Paul  in  the  AGt% 
fpeaks,)  nor  promife  or  give  hope  of  pardon  upon  any 
terms  for  great  prefumptuous  fins  committed  wilfiilly  with 
a  high  hand ;  it  rather  threatens  an  indelible  continuance 
of  guilt  upon  an  extreme  and  inevitable  vengeance  againfi 
Numb.  XV.  the  perpetrators  of  them ;  The  fouly  faith  the  Law,  thai 
'®» ^**       doth  pre/umptuou/lt/f  the  fame  reproacheth  the  Lord;  and 
that  foul  Jhall  he  cut  off  from  among  his  people:  hecaufe 
he  hath  defpifed  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  hath  broken  his 
commandment,  that  foul  Jhall  utterly  be  cut  off,  (by  God's 
fpecial  providence;)  his  iniquity  Jhall  be  upon  him.    And 
we  know  how  folemn  and  dreadful  imprecations  were 
pronounced  againfi  not  only  the  tranfgreflbrs  of  fome  par- 
Deut.uvU.  ticular  laws,  but  generally  againfi  all  thofe  who  did  not 
G^.iii.  10.^^'^^^  *^  ^^^  things  written  in  the  Law  to  do  them:  fo 
that  the  remiflion  tendered  by  Mofes  was  of  a  very  nar- 
row extent,  and  fuch  as  could  hardly  exempt  any  man 


An  Expofition  on  the  Creed.  4^5 

from  obligation  to  and  fear  of  punifbment.  Indeed^  to 
prevent  utter  defpair^  and  that  which  is  naturally  confe- 
quent  thereupon^  a  total  negle£t  of  duty,  God  was  pleafed 
by  his  Prophets  among  that  people  occafionally  to  inti- 
mate fomething  of  farther  grace  referred ;  and  that  he 
was  willing  (upon  condition  of  humble  and  fincere  re- 
pentance) to  receive  even  thofe,  who  were  guilty  of  the 
highed  offences^  to  mercy.  But  thefe  difcoveries,  as  they 
were  fpecial  and  extraordinary,  fo  were  they  farther  pre- 
paratory to  the  Gofpel,  and  as  dawnings  to  that  bright  Luke  i.  77, 
day  of  grace,  which  did  by  Chrift  fpread  its  comfortableJo^,^^!^,^ 
light  over  the  world,  revealing  to  mankind  a  general  ca- 
pacity of  God's  favour,  (procured  in  a  manner  admirable 
and  ftrange,)  obtainable  by  means  declared,  upon  terms 
propounded  therein. 

Thereby  is  fully  and  clearly  manifefted  to  us  how  God, 
in  free  mercy  and  pity  to  us,  (all  our  works  being  unwor- 
thy of  any  acceptance,  all  our  facrifices  unfit  in  the  leaft 
part  to  fatisfy  for  our  offences,)  was  pleafed  himfelf  to  pro- 
vide an  obedience  worthy  of  his  acceptance,  and  tho- 
roughly well-pleafing  to  him,  (imputable  to  us  as  per- 
formed by  one  of  our  kind  and  race,  and  apt  to  appeafe 
God's  juft  wrath  againil  fuch  a  generation  of  rebels ;)  to 
provide  a  facrifice  in  nature  fo  pure,  in  value  fo  precious, 
as  might  be  perfedly  fatis&£iory  for  our  ofiences  :  in  re- 
gard to  which  obedience  God  is  become  reconciled,  and 
Opens  his  arms  of  grace  to  mankind ;  in  refpe£b  to  which, 
facrifice  he  tenders  remiflion  to  all  men  that  upon  his 
tenns  (mofl  equal  and  eafy  terms)  are  willing  to  embrace 
it.    This  is  the  great  doArine,  fo  peculiar  to  the  Gofpel,Vid.Liikcu 
from  whence  efpecially  it  hath  its  name,  from  whence  it  ''* 
is  ftyled  the  Gojpel  of  grace;  this  is  the  good  tidings  o/'A6bxz.94. 
gfMt  joy  to  all  people,  which  the  angel  firfl  preached  at  Luke  n.  10. 
our  Saviour's  birth,  which  the  ApofU^  were  ordained  to  Luke  sxr?. 
preach  and  tejlify  unto  all  nations,  as  the  main  point  of  *^*  **• 
Chridian  reli^on,  (that  in  our  Saviour's  name  repentance 
and  remi/Jion  of  Jinsjhould  he  preached  unto  all  nations;) 
that  God  had  exalted  him  to  his  right  hand  as  a  Prince  A€t$  ▼.31. 
and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  unto  Ifrael,  and  remiffion 
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Mth.%\\A7*of  fms ;  (to  give  repentance,  that  is^  to  gj^re  lUTcatoias  to- 
f  John"ih*^^*  i.  e.  a  room  for  repentance  in  order  to  mercy,  to  make 
13.  it  acceptable  and  available  for  the  remiffion  of  fins.)    God^ 

^oxn.  zi.  ^^.^1^  g^^  Paul,  did  conclude  all  men  under  difobedience,  thai 
Gal.  Hi.  99./|^  might  have  mercy  upon  all:  All  men  have^nned,  and 
5,  &c.  *  *  are  come  Jhort  of  the  glory  of  God:  But  we  are  ju/iified 
freely  by  his  grace^  by  the  redemption  which  is  in  Ckrjfi 
Jefus;  wham  God  hath  propounded  a  propitiatory  j  by  faith 
in  his  bloody  for  the  demoriftration  of  his  righteoufnefs,  to* 
ward  theforgivenefs  of  forepajl  offences.  In  which  words 
of  St.  Paul  all  things  concerning  the  fubjeft  of  our  pre- 
fent  difcourfe  are  exprefled  or  implied:  the  nature  of  it, 
(freeing  us  from  guilt,  and  rendering  us  juft  in  God's 
fight ;)  the  caufes  whence  it  fprang ;  the  external  impul- 
five  in  refpeft  of  God,  or  occafion  thereof^  our  neceffity 
and  mifery ;  the  internal  impulfive,  God's  grace  and  free 
goodnefs;  alfo  the  meritorious  caufe  procuring  it,  (our 
Saviour's  obedience  and  fufiering,  whereby  he  did  make 
atonement  for  our  fins ;)  the  ends  whither  it  Jtends^  (the 
demonfiration  of  God's  goodnefs  and  his  juftice,  or  of  fail 
merciful  juilice^  fignified  by  the  word  &xaio^M};)  the 
terms  and  condidon,  upon  compliance  with  or  perform- 
ance of  which  the  efTeA  of  it  (hould  follow,  (faith;  that  is, 
a  fincere  embracement  or  hearty  perfuafion  concerning  the 
truth  of  that  doftrine  or  revelation  which  offered  it,  im- 
plying alfo  a  firm  refolution  to  fubmit  to  the  yoke  ctf 
Chrifi,  and  obey  his  righteous  laws ;)  lailly,  the  jneans  of 
conveying,  declaring,  and  confirming  it,  (implied  by  the 
words,  fcapftr^s  xpoysyovimv  dfia^iJLaTwVf  the  remiffion  of 
forepaft  fins;  fuch  as  was  folemnly  exhibited,  fignified, 
ratified  in  the  Church  miniflries  of  baptifm,  abfolution, 
and  reconciliation,  upon  penance  and  confefiion,  efpeciallj 
.  the  firft.)  Thefe  things  i  cannot  infift  upon  particularly 
or  difUnSly,  nor  ^  much  need  to  do  fo,  having  had  oc- 
cafion to  confider  moft  of  them  formerly  in  thefe  dif- 
courfes,  efpecially  when  we  Ipake  concemuig  the  falra- 
tion  procured  by  Jefus,  the  faoerdotal  ofiSce  of  Chrift,  the 
death  and  paifion  of  our  Saviour.  I  ihall  therefore  only 
now  briefly  touch  (that  which  feems  here  fpecially  referred 
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to)  the  ordinary  manner  of  conveying  this  great  grace  to 
men  by  the  miniftry  of  the  Church.  To  which  purpofe 
we  may  con6der,  that  although  it  be  true  that  God  gene* 
rally  propounds  remiflion  of  fins  (upon  account  of  our  Sa» 
Tiour^s  performances  and  in  his  name)  to  all  that  truly  aAs 
repent  and  turn  fmto  him,  that  he  chiefly  grants  it  upon*^*"^''^ 
this  confideration,  nor  withholds  it  from  any  upon  the 
blamelefs  default  of  any  other  performance ;  yet  be  re* 
quires,  (and  to  comply  with  his  will  therein  is  part  of 
duty,  which  the  repentance  mentioned  difpofes  to  and  is 
4leclared  by,)  God  requires,  I  fay,  (as  well  for  the  pub- 
lic edification  and  the  honour  of  the  Church,  as  for  the 
ix>mfort  and  advantage  of  the  perfons  more  immediately 
coQcemed  herein,)  that  this  repentance, 

I.  Be  publicly  declared  and  approved  by  the  Church; 
that  this  remiffion  be  folemnly  and  formally  imparted  by 
the  bands  of  God's  minifters,  declared  by  exprefs  words, 
or  ratified  by  certain  feals,  and  fignified  by  myAerious  rer 
prefentations  appointed  by  God.    Thus  hath  every  man, 
(upon  declaradon  of  his  real  faith  and  repentance,  to  the 
fatisSeiftion  of  the  Church,)  being  admitted  to  baptifiu^ 
the  entire  forgivenefs  of  his  fins,  and  reception  into  Grod'j  Ads  ii.  s«. 
favour,  configned  unto  him  therein,  confirmed  and  repr&«>*"*  ^^* 
fented  by  a  vifible  fign,  (hewing,  that  as  by  water  the 
body  is  wafhed  and  deanfed  from  adherent  fikh,  fo  by 
the  grace  then  imparted  the  fouls  of  them,  upon  whom 
that  jnyftical  rite  is  performed,  are  cleared  from  the  gmks 
tbat  ftained  it,  their  ^fins  are  wiped  out,  (k  is  St.  Peter's  Ads  iii.  19. 
expreffion  in  the  A£ls,)  their  hearts  are  JprinUed  from  €m\lth.x.  99. 
evil  confdence,  (as  it  is  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,) 
ihey  are  faved,  (or  put  into  a  (late  of  falvation,  as  St.  Peter  1  Pet.ni.9K 
afliires  us.) 

d.  Likewife,  if  Chriftian  men  having  fiallen  into  fin,  or 
failed  of  xluty  toward  God,  do  ferioufly  oonfefs  their  &iilt|  ■ 
and  heartily  repent  thereof;  when  the  minifters  of  the 
Cburdi,  in  God's  nasne  and  for  Chrift'f  fiike,  do  dechie 
(or  pronounce)  to  them  fo  doii^  fir  fe  qualified  the  par-* 
doB  of  their  fin,  and  abfolve  them  from  it ;  we  need  not 
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doubt  that  their  fins  are  really  for^ven^  and  the  pardon 
exprefled  in  words  is  effeftually  difpenfed  unto  them. 

3.   Moreover,  if  perfons  having  committed  notorious 
enormitiesi'^adjudged  of  a  deadly  and  deftna£tive  naturei 
1  John  f.    {^m  unto  death,  St.  John  calls  them,)  inconfiftent  with 
'**  the  (late  of  grace,  and  fcandalous  to  the  Chriftian  profef- 

-fion,  are  therefore  juftly  fecluded  from  communion  of  the 
Church ;  when  upon  fubmiflion  to  the  penances  enjoined^ 
and  fatisfa£lory  demondrations  of  repentance,  they  are  re- 
fumed  into  the  bofom  of  the  Church,  we  may  be  aflured 
-that,  (according  to  the  Catholic  refolution  againft  the  No- 
vatians,)  fuppofing  the  repentance  true  and  real,  thrir  fins 
are  remitted,  and  they  reftored  to  a  fiate  of  grace.    For 
Esek.  xviii.  fince  God  hath  exprefsly  declared,  that  if  the  wicked  will 
III  *'**^*  turn  from  all  his  Jins  that  he  hath  committed^  and  keep  aU 
God*s  JiatuteSf  and  do  that  which  is  law/id  and  right,  he 
Jhallfurely  live,  hejhall  not  die  ;  all  his  tranfgreffwns  that 
he  hath  committed,  they  Jhall  not  be  mentioned  unto  him^ 
he  Jhall  fave  his  Jtnd  alive — iniquity  Jhall  not  be  his  rmn: 
Ir.  i.  i6|  17,  that  if  we  wajh  ourfelves,  and  make  our/elves  clean,  and  put 
'**  away  the  evil  of  our  doings  from  God's  eyes,  and  ceqfi  to 

do  evil — though  our  Jins  be  asfcarlet,  they  Jhall  be  as  white 
asfnow  ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon,  they  Jhall  he  a$ 
Esek.        wool :  fince  God  delights  not  in  the  death  ofanyjinner,  but 
rather  defires  that  all  men  JhouM  be  faved :  fince  our  Sa- 
Matt.  xviti.  viour  intimates  the  fattsfa£tion  he  hath  m  finding  thefhetp 
Luke  XT.    ^^^  ^^^  erred  from  his  fold,  and  God  is  fo  highly  pleafed 
with  the  return  of  a  prodigal  fan  (that  had  fpent  abroad  aU 
his  fufienance  in  riot)  home  to  his  houfe :  fince  our  Saviour's 
performances  are  in  value  and  virtue  fufficient  to  exjnate 
for  the  greateft  offences,  to  redeem  the  moft  grievous  fin- 
iJohnii.s.ners;yo  that  if  any  man  Jins,  he  hath,  upon  due  repent- 
ance, an  advocate  with  the  Father :  fince  the  defign  of  fuch 
1  Cor.  ziii.  punifhments  inflided  upon  offenders  refpeds  edification, 
1  Cor.  V.  5.  ^^^  deftru6Uon,  and  procures  the  ruin  of  the  flefh,  that  the 
fpirit  may  be  faved :  thefe  things,  I  fay,  being  confidered, 
the  Church  (to  which  the  public  and  ordinary  difpenfation 
of  God's  grace,  according  to  the  difpofitions  and  condi* 
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m  which  ho  htth  declared  to  require  in  order  to  meh'e 
Boaiiiig  capable  thereof^  is  committed)  hath  fufBcient 
mnt  to  receive  foch  perfons  into  a  ftate  of  grace  and 
MieiliatioQ  with  God|  {o  that  we  need  not  doubt^  but 
xffB  JiM  ^im/  fhall  thus  r^mit^  Jhall  in  efieft  (according John  xxiz. 
ear  Sa?iour^a  word)  le  remitted;  whom  they  (hall  thns^^^^     ... 
Mve  an  earthy  they  JhaU  he  ahfolved  in  heaven*    But  is. 
5fe  things  I  have  formerly  touched  in  difcourfing  upon 
5  Power  of  the  Keys^  I  (kail  only  add  a  iem  words  coa- 
ming the  ule  and  pradioal  influence  of  this  pointy  being 
liwed  and  oonfidered,  (hould  have  upon  us.    And, 

1.  It  ibould  engage  us  to  admire  the  goodnefs  of  God^ 
1  with  grateful  hearts  to.  praife  hira  for  it.  If  we  ifaould 
bir  the  higheft  injuries,  afiironts,  and  de^ites  to  the  ma- 
ty of  an  earthly  prince  among  us,  (fo  infinitely  inferior 
thai  of  God,)  we  fhould  have  reafon  to  admire  his  good- 
Gi  and  ciemency,  did  he  pafs  them  over,  did  he  not  with 
urme  fevecsty  avenge  them*  There  can  be  no  hi^ier 
ui  tkofe  we  have  ofibred  to  Almighty  Grod,  (none  ca* 
Ue  in  any  ooanpariibn  of  fuoh  aggravations :)  hoW  un- 
preffibly  great  therefore  is  his  goodnefs,  that  fireely  offers 
pifdon ;  that  eameftly  invites  and  intreats  us  to  accept 

that  hath  been  at  fudi  an  expence,  and  condefoendBd 
low,  to  purchafe  for  us  the  means  thereof!  It  is  wrip*  3  Cor.  ix. 
U^9r«  x^'O  <^  exceffive  grace  of  God ;  um^aKhm  TA«f-  '^^V  ..  ^ 

T%  XH^^^9  ^^  exceflive  riches  of  grace;  anKdt^yvjTH ^Cou\x. 
jtBt  (on  unutterable  gift)  of  God,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaketh.?*^' 
It  «s  Gonfider  our  ftate,  and  the  nature  of  God>  wiui  the 
giavatioQs  of  our  offences  grounded  on  them,  and  we 
dl  in  fome  meafure  perceive  it  foy  and  what  thankfol- 
b  we  are  confequently  obliged  to  render. 

2.  It  (hould  beget  in  us,  as  gratefol  refpeA,  fo  ardent 
re  t^  God,  in  proportion  to  the  favour  we  have  received. 
was  his  love  that  moved  him  to  for^ve  us  our  fins, 

kd^  bemg  rich  in  tnerof,  for  his  great  love  tvith  which  heE^h.  w,  4, 
leimSf  did  quidien  us  with  Chri/l,  who  were  dead  in  tref^ 
^amdjhs.)  And  to  this  love  of  pity  in  God  fhould 
Emr  a  love  of  reverence  in  us  toward  fo  gracious  a 
ed.  Our  Saviour,  you  know,  propounds  the  queftioa 
VOL.  V.  K  k 
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to  St.  Peter  concerning  two  debtors,  of  whom  one  did 
owe  fifty,  the  other  five  hundred  pence ;  and  both  being 

Luke  Til.  forgiven  by  the  creditor,  whom  he  thought  of  the  twojhoudd 
'  love  him  moji;  he  anfwers,  according  to  the  plain  diAate 
of  nature,  he  to  whom  mofi  was  forgiven;  and  our  Saviour 
approves  his  anfwer  with  an  'Opda;  ix^ivo^,  Thou  kq/i  judged 
rightly:  and  the  holy  penitent,  (Mary  Magdalene,)  becaufe 
many  fins  were  forgiven  her,  therefore  did  love  much*  So 
doth  reafon  and  example  oblige  us  to  do. 

3.  It  affords  matter  of  comfort  to  us;  a  comfortahle 
fenfe  of  mercy  conferred,  a  comfortable  hope  of  meicy  to 

pr.uxii.i,be  obtained;  Blejfed  is  he,  faith  the  Pfalmift,  whofe  tranf- 
gre/fton  is  forgiven,  whofe  Jin  is  pardoned;  bteffed'is  the 

Rom.  T.  1.  man  unto  whom  the  Lord  imputeth  no  iniquity :  Being  juf 
tified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God.  All  good  Chrif- 
tians  are  in  tins  blefled  ftate,  and  may  enjoy  a  delightful 
fatisfa^on  in  refie6ting  thereupon,  able  to  fupport  them 
againft  all  other  occafions  of  forrow  or  difpleafuie  that 
may  befall  them ;  and  it  will  fortify  us  againft  delpair,  to 
confider,  that  however  God  hath  been  offended  by  oar 

Ilk.  xliT.29.  fins,  he  will  be  appeafed  by  our  repentance ;  fo  that  our 
fins  fhall  be  blotted  out  and  vanifh  as  a  thick  cloud,  which 

1  Johnii.upaffing  away  leaves  a  ferene  (ky  behind  it;  JjT  any  man 
fin,  we  have  an  advocate,  &c. 

John  T.  14.  4*  It  is  alfo  an  engagement  to  obedience;  Behold,  laid 
our  Saviour  to  the  difeafed  man,  thou  art  made  whole :  Jin 
'  no  more,  left  a  worfe  thing  come  upon  thee.  Having  ob- 
tained a  cure  and  ftate  of  health  by  God's  grace,  we  \ff 
relapfing  into  fin  expofe  ourfelves  to  greater  danger,  we 
incur  deeper  guilt.    Our  ikite,  though  not  wholly  defp^ 

Pcenitentia  rate,  becomes  very  perilous.    It  is  better  continuing  in  the 

^j!*  P^*  ftiip,  than  committing  our  fafety  to  a  plank. 

am.  TertuL  5.  Laftly,  the  confideraUon  of  this  point  will  (hew  us 
how  much  we  are  obliged  (in  conformity  and  compUanos 
with  God)  to  bear  with  and  forgive  the  offences  or  injuries 
done  againft  us.  You  know  how  ftron^y  our  Saviour 
preflfes  the  confideration  of  God's  free  pardon  beflowed  on 
us  to  this  purpofe;  how  he  fets  out  the  unreaibnahlenefs 

Matt,  svtii.  and  difingenuity  of  them  which  are  hard-hearted  toward 
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their  brethren  and  fellow-fervants  in  this  cafe;  how  he 
threatens  unavoidable  feverity  toward  thofe  who  do  not  Matt.  xriiL 
frtnn  their  hearts  forgive  their  brethren  their  trejpajis,^^'  ^*'  '*' 
and  promifes  remiiBon  of  fins  to  them  who  (according  to 
what  they  in  their  prayers  profefs  themfelves  to  do) 
JhaU forgive  to  men  the  offences  committed  againft  them ; 
making  it  not  only  an  indifpenfable  condition^  but^  as  it 
were^  a  means  of  obtmning  God's  mercy  and  favour. 
But  I  leave  it  to  your  meditation  to  make  farther  profit- 
able dedudions  from  this  point.     So  I  proceed : 

%fft  IRefitntcrion  of  rge  HBoDp^ 

T%  Togxi^,  of  the  flefh^  it  is  in  Greek ;  which  comes 
to  the  fiune.  The  immortality  or  furviving  of  the  foul 
after  death  (as  bdng  a  foundation  of  receiving  re- 
ward and  puniihment  for  men's  deeds  in  this  life)  hath 
been  in  all  religions,  (except,  perchance,  that  of  the  an- 
cient Jews:  but  they  afterwards  found  it  neceflfary  to 
fi]^po(e  this  point  —  when  they  found  the  moft  pious  Vid.  Mac- 
olmoxious  to  greateft  affli£tion,  which  propounded  great  ^  ' 
rewards  and  punifhments  in  this  life,  afluring  that  Provi- 
dence which  difpenfed  them,  by  lenfible  experiments;) 
hath  been,  I  fay,  almoft  in  all  religions  deemed  a  necef- 
iary  principle,  as  the  moft  potent  excitement  to  virtue, 
the  moft  powerful  determent  from  wickednefs,  the  moft 
lads&dory  ground  of  refolving  difficulties  concerning  the 
nature  and  providence  of  God ;  which  general  confent, 
(running  through  all  ancient  religions,)  according  to  that 
of  Cicero,  Permanere  animos  arbitramur  confenfu  na/to- Tufc.  1. 
fmm  omnium^  argueth  it  not  only  agreeable  to  common 
reafon^  but  deduced  from  original  tradition ;  without 
which  (confidering  the  variable  difpofitions  and  capacities- 
of  mankind)  it  is  hard  to  conceive  fo  many  nations  (bould 
nnanimoufly  confpire  in  an  opinion  of  that  nature  (fo  re- 
moved from  fenfe)  however  reafonable.  Indeed  the  phi- 
lofophers,  men  afie£ting  to  foar  above  the  pitch  of  vulgar 
apprehenfion^  and  who,  perceiving  the  great  fuperftition 
and  vanity  inHnixed  with  common  religions^  (as  they  had 
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beein  by  frfiud  and  folly  corrupted^  and  ]ftpom^  deg^a^ 
nijte  firom  primitive  ^radition^)  did  not  icruple  to  call  my 
thinig  delivered  in  them  to  quefiioB,  ^aod  to  determiiie 
libout  them  according  to  reafbna  ofieriog  themf^lv^  4M 
difier  herein.;  yet  lb  as  icarce  any,  who  acknowledge4  ^ 
Piviniiy^  which  (having  made  and  governing  tb^  vv0fl(i> 
and  to  whom  therefore  reverence  aiid  fervice  froip  mm 
was  due)  did  not  approve  aad  a^rt  it;  as  inde^  thqr 
mufl  needs  do  in  confonance  to  their  opinion  coiipgraiog 
God^  all  arguments  upon  which  religion  is  ^Miilt^  infin^ 
ring  it ;  which  they  did  endeavour  farther  to  confirm  by 
reafons^  drawn  from  the  n^tuf?  pf  man^  which  you  may 
fee  colle£led  and  elegantly  urged  by  Cicero  in  the  firft  of 
his  Tufbulan  Queftions:  which  argMm^nts  yet  we  fuiy 
perceive  had  not  fo  great  ^  effigacy  either  uppp  hU9  ^ 
upon  Sacra|£s  himfelfj  (this  firft  gfiealt  pronuMpr  of  ib^ 
dodrine^  as  deducible  from  reafon,)  that  they  were  tbp^ 
roughly  confident  of  its  truth>  and  &eed  firppi  ^  dguht 
oonceming  it.  The  cert^nty  thereof  we  owe  to  QlmS^ 
2Tiin.i.io.anity  aloxve^  and  to  his  inftrudion  who  brcugkt  ifft  ^ 
impu>riatU]f  (that  isj  immortal  life)  io  light:  it.  pWpdy 
teach(e9  us,  that  wh^n  we  die,  we  (hall  not  wholly  p^ifli 
like  brute  beaftsi  (or  other  natural  bodies,  when  Uiey  are 
diflblyed ;)  that  our  fouls  do  not  vanifli  into  nothix;^  o^r 
are  refolved  into  invifible  principles;  but  return  intp  Gp^'^ 
hand,  and  the  place  by  hin^  appomted  for  theaij  thpr^ 
continuing  in  that  life  which  is  proper  to  a  jbul.  This 
Chriftianity  teacheth  us;  and  not  only  fo,  but  fiiRtli^, 
that  our  bodies  themfdves  (hall  be  i^fed  again  pul  of 
their  duft  and  corruption,  and  our  fouls  (hal}  be  reunite^ 
to  them,  and  our  perfoas  reftored  to  their  perfeSt  inti&- 
grity  of  nature :  the  bringing  of  which  efie^s  to  pa(s,  by 
the  divine  power,  is  called  mod  commonly,  th^,  refkrre&iqtt 
lyiifuf.  qftbe  dead^  {or  from  ike  detui^  W  rf^s)  #i)4  fin^ply  ^Af 
^^y^^^^' ^^rreiiion ;  fometimea,  the  regeneraiionf  (or  iterated  n^- 
Meb.  xiii.  vity,)  and  Ifeing  bom  from  the  dead  ;  which  nftmei  [4wly 
Matt.  xix.  imply  A  refpe£t  to  the  body,  and  to  the  perfon  of  a  iiiai^ 
^*  as  conftituted  of  body  and  foul :  the  mere  peraiaaeiicy  of 

Rer.  i.    '  our  ibids  in  being  and  life  could  not  be  ciSkA  (with  aay 


An  Btpojliwn  on  the  Cteed^  5QI 


riely  or  triitb)  a  refiareSion  t  that  which  never  had 
s  could  not  be  £ud  to  be  raifed  up ;  that  which  JUi 
r  die  could  not  be  rdlorcd  from  death;  nor  couU 
be  faid  to  rife  agat%  bat  in  refped  to  that  paity  or 
flate,  wliidi  had  fmlfeil,  and  ceafed  to  be :  and  m  la 
fm  ai  firfi  fignifiet  the  produdion  and  union  of  the 
i  eflential  to  a  man,  body  and  foul ;  fo  to  be  h^im 
•  impHea  the  reftitutioB  and  reunion  of  the  fame;  a 
becoanig  thereby  the  finne  entire  perfon  which  he 
iMfbre.  The  faitie  ia  alfo  fometimes  fignified  in  t^rms 
I  Jbnnal  and  exprefs ;  th»  quickening  eftht  dead;  /Atf  Rom.  it* 
iiaifaa  of  our  morM  bodies;  the  redemption  ef  oar^^*/"**^^' 
;  Ais  eorruptiUe  (r)  ftmptip  touto,  this  very  fanae  cor-  a  Cor.  v.  9, 


ible)  putting  en  immortalitjf  ;  thofe  which  are  in  the ^cox.x^. 
If  hearing  Ckan/^s  votes,  and  proceeding  forth  to  refur-  ^^* 
m  ef  life  or  judgment;  the  awaking  of  them  u/AtcAJohn  v.  at. 
'ta  the  dttfi  of  the  earth;  thejea,  the  detuhj  the  heUiHn,  zii.  3. 
miiverlid  grave)  yielding  up  their  dead:  which  ezpreP-  ^^'^^  *'* 
^  and  the  like^  occurring,  moft  clearly  and  fuUy  prove 
vfiitulion  of  the  body,  and  its  reunion  with  the  foid| 
the  peifon  becoming  in  fubftance  completely  the 
r  that  he  was;  which  truth  of  all  perhaps  which 
Aittiity  revealed,  as  moft  new  and  flraage,  was  the 
lieft  reeeived,  and  found  moft  oppofition  among  the 
bens,  efpectaUy  phitoibphers ;  Hearing  the  refurrec^  a^  xvn. 
ef  the  deady  fame  of  them  mocked ;  others  faid,  m^^- 
hear  thee  again  akout  this:  fo  was  St.  Paul's  dilboiirfe 
rtirined  among  the  Athenians::  feme  derided  it,,  as  (it  Vid^  Qrig. 
a)  conceiving  it  a  thing  altogether  impoffible^  or  vcry^'  ^^*  '• 
obable  to  happen ;  they  did  not  fee  how  it  could^ 
t  k  ftould  be  done ;  (as  Pliny,  fomewhere  eountihgNat.  HUt 
erahstion  of  the  dead  to  life  a  thing  impoffibk  tb  be"'^*^'*  ^^- 
mned,  otherwhere  a  childifti  foppery  to  fiippofe  it.)  Pueriltdo* 
frfiy  it  (hould  be  irapoflible  to  the  divine  power  tio^^^ 
1  r^on  can  be  a£Bgned.    To  rencc^left  the  difperfed 
r.  of  a  man's  body ;  to  difpofe  them  into  their  duo 
r ;  to  reduce  them  unto  a  temper  fit  to  ferve  vital 
tioDs;  to  rejcnn  the  foul  unto  the  body  fo  refiored^ 
(hould  it  be  impofiible,  why  feem  hard  to  himj  vfho 
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firft  framed  and  tempered  our  body  out  of  the  duft^  and 
infpired  the  foul  into  it ;  yeai  to  him^  who  out  of  mere 
confiifion  digefted  the  whole  world  into  lb  wonderfiol  an 
order  and  harmony;  to  him  that  into  a  dead  lump  of 
earth  inferted  fuch  varieties  of  life ;  that  from  feeds  bu- 
ried in  the  ground^  and  corrupted  there,  caufes  fudi 
1  Cor.  XT.  goodly  plants  to  fpring  forth ;  that  hath  made  all  nature 
86,  Ac.      ^  fubfift  by  continual  viciffitudes  of  life  and  death ;  eveiy 
morning  (as  it  were)  and  every  fpring  reprefenting  a  ge- 
Jer.zxsii.  neral  refurre^on?    [Ah  Lord  God!  faith  the  Prophet 
^^'  Jeremiah,  thou  haft  made  the  heaven  and  the  earth  by  thf 

great  power  and  Jlretched'OUt  arm  ;  and  there  is  nothk^ 
too  hard  for  thee:  (too  hard  for  omnifcient  wifdom  to  con- 
trive, for  omnipotent  ftrength  to  execute.]     And  what 
difficulties-  foever  fancy  may  fugged,  can  we  doubt  of 
that  to  be  poffible  which  experience  (hews  us  to  be  doioe} 
Ezek.        Let  that  paflage  in  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  fuffice,  concerning 
xuvB.  1,  ^^^  j^  bones  fcattered  about  in  an  open  field,  which  at 
God's  word  came  together,  and  united  in  order ;  the  fi- 
news  and  the  fleih  coming  upon  them,  and  the  Qdn  cover- 
ing them ;  and  laftly,  breath  coming  into  them,  fo  that 
they  lived,  and  (lood  upon  their  feet,  an  exceeding  great 
army;  whether  we  fuppofe  it  to  be  a  parable  or  a  hiftory, 
to  relate  to  the  lad  refurre£tion  or  not,  implies  yet  a  poffi- 
bility  of  fuch  a  refurre£tion,  and  yields  a  lively  refem- 
blance  thereof:  but  more  plainly  do  many  inftanoes  of 
particular  refurreAions,  for  the  confirmation  of  our  faith 
Heb.zi.ss.i'^orded  in  Scripture;   Women^  faith  the  author  to  the 
*J!i^"?      Hebrews,  received  their  dead  by  refurreQion ;  relating  to 
a  Kings  It.  the  widow  of  Saiepta's  child,  who  by  Elias's  prayer  did 
^^'  revive;  and  the  Shunamite's  child  nufed  by  EUiiha:  to 

which  might  be  added  the  man,  who  being  let  down  into 
3  Kings      Eliiha's  fepulchre,  and  touching  the  bones  of  that  prophet, 
xiii.  91.      jjj  revive  and  ftand  upon  his  feet:  and  in  the  New  Tefia- 
ment  we  have  likewife  divers  examples  of  perfons  by  our 
Saviour  nufed  and  reflored  from  death  to  life,  Jairus'f 
John  xi.39.  daughter,  the  yoimg  man  of  Nain,  Lazarus,  (who  had  been 
four  days  dead,  in  which  time  bodies  come  to  -putriiy  and 
finell,)  and  more  remarkably  it  is  faid  in  St.  Matthew's  Oaf<t 
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pdy  dmt  at  our  Saviour's  death  many  tombs  were  opened^  and  Mat.  zxYif. 
many  bodies  of  faints  that  had  departed  rofe^  and  coming  *''  ^' 
out  of  the  tombs  (after  our  Saviour's  refurreftion)  entered 
into  the  holy  city,  and  did  appear  to  many^  (or  publickly ;)  ^t  r*^- 
a  clear  and  full  experiment  of  a  miraculous  refurre£tion, 
like  to  that  we  believe :  but  above  all,  our  Saviour's  re- 
furredion  may  confirm  our  faith  herein,  it  being  defigned 
to  that  purpofe,  ir/oriy  ifofoffyiv  waa-iv,  God  holding  forth,  A&»  xvii. 
fiuth  St.  Paul,  a  convincing  argument  to  all  of  the  refur-^  ^^ 
re6Hon,  (and  other  appendant  verities  taught  in  the  Gof- 
pel^)  rai/ing  him  up  from  the  dead:    And  if  Chri/l  be\  Cor.  zv. 
preached  that  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  how  fay  fome  that^^ 
there  is  no  refurreQion  of  the  dead  P  how  can  any  ftian 
deny  that  to  be  poilible  which  is  fo  really  exemplified  ? 
Nay,  how  can  we  doubt  that  we  (hall  follow,  when  we 
fee  him  going  before,  as  the  captain  of  life,  as  ourfore'Heh.ii.  10. 
fwmer,  as  the  fhrff raits  of  them  that  fleep,  and  fir/ibom  J*'^^ 
from  the  dead,  as  that  fecond  Adam,  whom  it  is  con-  so,  93. 
gruous  that  we  (hould  all  conform  to  in  the  reftitution  of     *  *'  ^®* 
our  nature,  as  we  did  to  the  firft  Adam  in  the  decay 
thereof;  that  we  (hould  live  by  him,  as  we  died  by  the 
other;  and  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly  immortal 
man,  as  we  did  that  of  the  earthly  and  mortal  one  ?  Nei- 
ther (as  not  impoflSble  fo)  can  this  refurre^on  be  (hewed 
improbable,  or  implaufible,  but  rather  very  confonant  to 
the  reafon  of  the  thing.    Man,  according  to  original  de- 
^gn  and  frame,  doth  confift  of  foul  and  body ;  thofe  parts 
have  a  natural  relation,  an  aptitude,  and  an  appetite  (it 
feems  by  their  unwillingnefs  to  part)  to  cohabit,  commu- 
nicate, and  cooperate  with  each  other :  many  aftions 
very  proper  to  man's  nature  cannot  be  performed  without 
their  conjunAions,  concurrence,  many  capacities  of  joy 
and  comibrt  (with  their  contraries)  refult  thence :  the 
feparation  of  them  we  fee  how  violent  and  repugnant  it  is 
to  nature ;  and  we  are  taught  that  it  is  penal,  and  a  con- 
fequent  of  fin;  and  therefore  cannot  be  good  and  perfe£t. 
No  wonder  then,  that  God  defigning  to  reftore  man  to  his 
ancient  integrity,  and  more,  (to  a  higher  perfeAion,)  to 
reward  him  with  all  the  felicity  his  nature  is  capable  of, 
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(on  one  hand^  I  mean ;  as  on  the  other  hand  to  pnaifhand 
afflift  him^  according  to  his  demerit^)  (hould  raife  the 
body,  and  rejoin  it  to  the  foul,  that  it  might  contrifaute  iti 
natural  fubferviency  to  fuch  enjoyments  and  fufferinigi 
refpe&ively :  not  to  omit  the  congruity  in  juftice,  that 
the  bodies  which  did  partake  in  works  of  obedience  and 
l^>linefs,  or  of  difobedienoe  and  pro&nenefs,  (which,  an 
St.  Paul's  language,  were  either  (laves  to  impurity  and 
Rom.vi.if.  iniquity,  or  fervants  of  righteoufnefi  unto  Jan&ificaiian^ 
ApoL^ftc  ^uld  alfo  partake  in  fuitable  recompeoles;  that  the 
body  which  endured  grievous  pains  for  righteoufnds 
fliould  ei:yoy  comfortable  refreflunents ;  that  which  wal- 
lowed in  unlawful  pkafures  (hould  undergo  juft  tor- 
ments. 

I  omit  (the  time  fo  requiring)  many  coniidarations  per- 
tinent to  this  purpofe :  I  iball  only  add,  what  we  £uther 
learn  in  Scripture  (which  alfo  the  reafon  of  the  thing 
would  teach  us)  concerning  this  point,  that  as  tho  bodica 
of  men  (ball  be  raifed  the  fame  in  fubftance,  fo  they  Ihall 
be  much  altered  in  quality:  for  whereas,  accordh^  to 
their  prefent  temper  and  frame,  our  bodies  are  frail  and 
weak,  apt  by  every  fniall  impreflion  upon  them  to  be 
broken  or  impaired,  needing  continual  reparation,  and, 
notwithfianding  all  means  ufed  to  preferve  them,  growing 
to  decay  and  diifolution ;  and  whereas  they  ajre  deCtined, 
after  their  refurredion,  to  a  continual  abiding  in  joy  or 
pain,  it  is  nece(fary  they  (bould  be  (b  changed,  as  thai 
they  may  be  (it,  without  decay,  to  enjoy  thofe  everlafli^g 
comforts;  able,  without  di(rolution,  to  undergo  thofe  end- 
lefs  pains:  and  particularly,  farther,  whereas  the  body 
here  doth  clog  the  foul,  doth  excite  troublefome  pafiions, 
doth  incline  to  fenfual  defire,  doth  require  much  care  to 
preferve  and  pleafe  it;  fuch  things  being  inconfiflent  with, 
or  prejudicial  to,  that  (Ute  of  fpiritual  reft  and  joy  which 
good  men  are  deftined  to ;  a  change  muft  needs  be  made 
therein,  preventive  of  fuch  inconveniences ;  For,  as  St. 
1  Cor.  XV.  Paul  faith,  Jle/h  and  blood  (a  body  fo  brittle  and  pafiibb^ 
*"•  fo  apt  to  be  affeaed  by,  fo  addiftcd  to,  fenfible  gpods) 

cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God;  nor  cat^  irruption 


An  Expo/itum  on  the  Creed.  J05 

mk§rU  incorrupiion  ;  but  this  CQrmptible  muft  put  on  iiicor- 1  Cor.  zr. 
ruptkn^  and  this  mortal  mvji  put  on  immortality ;  the  '^'  ^^* 
dead  mt^fi  be  raifed  incorruptible ;  there  xnuft  be  a  very 
fiidden  mutation,  (fo  St.  Paul  in  feveral  places  expreiUy 
tella  us,)  a  metamorphofis  into  a  refemblance  with  Cbrift*a 
j^ry;  a  transfiguration  of  our  vile  body  into  conformity 
Mnib  his  glorious  body  :  Our  body  is  /own  in  corruption,  it  1  TheC  iv. 
JkuU  be  raifed  in  incorruption ;   it  is  fown  in  di/honour,  9  cor!  m5' 
%ed/ed  in  glory  ;  fown  in  weaknefsy  raifed  in  power;  fown  i^*   ... 
a  natural  body,  raifed  aJpirituaL    But  fo  much  concera- vid.*i  Cor.' 
iog  the  refurre&ioD:  I  proceed  to  that  which  follows  ^*^^>^» 
itiefeupoo. 

THE  immediate  confequent  of  the  refurredion,  com- 
raon  to  juft  and  unjuft,  is  as  we  have  it  in  the  catalogue 
of  fundamental  do£lrines,  fet  down  by  the  Apofile  to  the 
Hebrewsj)  xp/ju^  aimm,  that  judgment  or  doom,  by  which  Heb.  vt.  a. 
the  eternal  fiate  of  every  perfon  is  determined ;  accord- 
uigly  every  man  muft  bear  the  things  done  in  the  body,  ac-  3  Cor.  v.  10. 
cordhig  to  what  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  eviL 
Now  this  date  generally  taken,  (as  refpeding  both  the 
righteous  and  blefled,  the  wicked  and  miferable,)  as  U 
doth  fuppofe  a  perpetual  duration  in  being  and  feniib,  fb 
it  may  be  called  everlq/ling  life;  although  life  (as  being 
cpnunonly  apprehended  a  principal  good,  and  all  xneo 
havii^  naturally  a  firong  defire  to  preferve  it,  with  refe^ 
imice  alio  perhaps  to  the  phrafes  ufed  under  the  latw^Vid.  Deuc 
wberdn  continuance  in  life  is  propofed  as  a  reward  to  the^*^  ^ 
obedient,  and  death  threatened  to  tranfgrefTors)  is  ufed  tq 
denote  peculiarly  the  bleflfed  date;  as  death  (the  mgft 
Mtreme  of  legal  punifhments,  and  moft  abominable  to 
nature)  is  alfo  ufed  to  fignify  the  condition  of  the  damned; 
the  refurre&um  of  life^  and  refurreSiion  of  damnation;  John  "w*  ^9^ 
everlq/ling  life,  and  euerlqfting  puni/hment,  {fhame  and^^^  ***^' 
everUifting  contempt ,)  being  oppofed;  although,  I  fay,  life^^*"*  *"•  *• 
be  commonly  thus  taken,  (as  is  alfo  the  refurre£Uonphii.iiuii. 
fometjmes  for  that  which  belongs  only  to  the  righteous,  ^^  *'' 
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tranfmitting  them  into  happinefs,)  yet  the  reafon  of  the 
thing  requires,  that  here  we  underftand  it  generally,  fo  as 
to  comprehend  both  dates,  (both  being  matters  of  fauth 
equally  neceflary,  as  it  were,  and  of  like  fundamental 
confequence ;)  both  yielding  both  the  higheft  encourage- 
ments to  a  good,  and  determents  from  a  bad  life:  for,  as  on 
the  one  hand,  what  can  excite  us  more  to  the  performance 
Pf.  rvi.  11.  of  duty,  than  fo  happy  a  ftate ;  a  ftate  of  higheft  dignity 
and  glory,  of  fweeteft  comfort  and  joy ;  of  joy  full  in 
meafure,  pure  in  quality,  perpetual  in  duration,  perfed  in 
all  refpe£ts  to  the  utmoft  capacity  of  our  nature ;  wherein 
all  our  parts  and  faculties  (hall  be  raifed  to  their  bigheft 
pitch  of  perfeftion,  our  bodies  become  free  from  all  cor- 
1  Cor.  XT.   ruptibility  and  decay,  all  weaknefs  and  difeafe,  all  groflT- 
**»*??**•  nefs,  unwieldinefs,   defilement, -and  deformity,  (hall  be 
Phil.  iii.  31.  rendered  incorruptible,  glorious,  and  fpiritual;  our  fouls  in 
their  nature  perfeAed,  in  their  inclinations  redified,  in 
their  appetites  fatisfied;  the  underflanding  being  full  of 
1  Cor.  xiii.  light,  clear  and  diftinf):  in  knowledge  of  truth,  firee  from 
*^*  error  and  ignorance ;  the  will  fteadily  inclined  to  good, 

ready  to  comply  with  God's  will,  free  from  all  perverfe- 
hefs  and  weaknefs ;  our  affeflions  fet  in  right  order  and 
frame,  with  conftant  regularity  tending  to  that  which  is 
truly  good,  and  taking  fiill  delight  therein :  wherein  we 
iJohniii.a.ihall  enjoy  the  blifsful  prefence  and  iight  of  God,  fmiling 
Heb.  xiu  j^  jQyg  ^^^  favour  upon  us,  of  our  gracious  Redeemer,  of 
tlie  holy  angels,  of  the  juft  made  perfe£i: ;  whole  company 
and  converfation  how  unconceivably  fweet  and  delightfiil 
muft  it  be !  wherein  nothing  adverfe  or  troublefome  can 
befall  us ;  no  unpleafant  or  offenfive  objeft  prefent  itfdf 
to  us ;  no  want,  or  need  of  any  thing;  no  care,  or  fear,  or 
fufpicion ;  no  labour  or  toil,  no  forrow  or  pain,  no  regret 
or  diftafte,  no  ftir  or  contention,  no  liftlefTnefs  or  fatiety ; 
Rev.  iii.  4.  Gad  will  wipCy  as  it  is  in  the  Apocalypfe,  every  tear  from 
their  eyes ;  and  death  (hall  be  no  more,  nor  forrow,  nor 
clamour,  (or  complsdnt,)  nor  pain  any  more :  in  fine,  a 
(late  furpafling  all  words  to  exprefs  it,  all  thoughts  to 
conceive  it,  of  which  the  higheft  fplendours  and  choiceft 
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pleafures  here  are  but  obfcure  (hadows,  (do  yield  but  faint 
and  imperfect  referablances ;)  comparable  to  which  no  eye  1  Cor.  ii.  9. 
hathfeenj  no  ear  hath  heard,  nor  hath  it  qfcended  into  any 
heart  to  conceive  the  like,  (as  St.  Paul  out  of  the  Prophet  ITa.  luv.  4. 
liaiah  tells  us ;)  the  firm  belief,  I  fay,  and  careful  confi- 
deration  of  the  certainty,  by  a  pious  and  holy  life,  of  ac- 
quiring right  unto  and  pofleflion  of  fuch  a  ftate,  muft 
needs  be  the  greatefi  excitement  poffible  thereto ;  as  muft 
the  lofs  and  falling  (hort  thereof  be  of  mighty  efficacy  to 
withdraw  us  from  impiety:  as  on  this  hand,  fo  on  the 
other  hand,  the  being  perfuaded,  that  by  negle£ting  our 
duty,  and  tranfgreffing  God's  law,  we  (hall  certainly  incur 
intolerable  pains  and  miferies,  without  eafe  or  refpite, 
without  hope  or  remedy,  without  any  end ;  that  we  (hall 
for  ever  not  only  be  fecluded  from  God's  prefence  and 
favour,  be  deprived  of  all  reft,  comfort,  and  joy;  but 
detruded  into  utmoft  wretchednefs ;  a  ftate  more  dark 
and  difmal,  more  forlorn  and  difconfolate,  than  we  can 
imagine;  which  not  the  ftiarpeft  pain  of  body,  not  the 
bittereft  anxiety  of  mind,  any  of  us  ever  felt,  can  in  any 
meafure  reprefent;  wherein  our  bodies  ftiall  be  aflli£ked 
continually  with  a  fulphureous  flame,  not  fcorching  the 
(kin  only,  but  piercing  the  inmoft  flnews ;  our  fouls  in- 
ceflantly  bit  and  gnawed  upon  by  a  worm,  (the  worm  of 
bitter  remorfe  for  our  wretched  perverfenefs  and  folly ;  of 
horrid  defpair  ever  to  get  out  of  this  fad  eftate ;)  under 
which  vexations  imexpreffible,  always  enduring  pangs  of 
death,  always  dying,  we  fhall  never  die :  this  perfuafion, 
I  fay,  muft  needs  moft  efiedually  deter  us  fVom  thofe 
oourfes  of  impiety,  which  certainly  lead  to  fo  miferable  a 
conation.  If  it  cannot,  what  can  do  it?  We  muft,  beyond 
all  impreflion  that  any  reafon  can  make  upon  us,  be  irre-^ 
coverably  ftupid  or  obftinate;  infinitely  carelefs  of  our 
own  good,  bent  to  our  ruin.  But  thefe  things  the  time 
will  not  permit  me  farther  to  dilate  upon ;  and  I  did  for- 
merly (in  treadng  upon  our  Saviour's  coming  to  judg- 
ment) fomewhat  largely  prefs  confiderations  of  this  na- 
ture.   I  (hall  only  therefore  conclude  with  a  prayer  to 
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Almighty  God,  that,  according  to  his  infinite  mercy,  be,  by 
his  gracious  affiftance  leading  us  in  the  ways  of  piety  and 
obedience,  would  bring  us  into  ererlafting  life  and  happi- 
nefs;  withdrawing  us  from  impiety  and  iniquity,  wouU 
deliver  us  from  eternal  death  and  mifery:  to  whom  be 
all  praife  and  glory  for  ever*    Amen. 


AN 


EXPOSITION 


ON 


THE  LORD'S  PRAYER 


ixMQNG  ^Jl  tjhe  duties  prefcribed  to  us  by  our  reUgion, 
the  rendenDg  dvie  worihip  to  God  is  in  nature  and  for 
conlequeoce  the  principal;  God  d}ereby  being  mod  di«^ 
re&ly  honoured  and  ferved^  we  from  it  immediately  de- 
riving moft  Ample  and  high  benefits ;  to  the  performance 
of  which  duty  we  are  fumifbed  with  excellent  dire&ion 
apd  affifiance  firom  that  prayer^  which  our  Lord  (at  fe- 
veral  times  and  upon  feveral  occafions)  diftated^  and  re«- 
commended  to  his  difciples^  both  as  a  pattern^  accordisig 
to  which  they  fhould  regulate  their  devotions,  {Pray  thus,  Matt.  ti.  9. 
or  in  this  manner,  faith  he  in  St^  Matthew,)  and  as  a 
fpriQj  in  which  they  (hould  exprefs  them;  {IVhen  youukt%\.%, 
prtjty^Jdy  ;  that  is,  iay  this,  or  in  thefe  words ;  fo  he  en- 
joins them  in  St.  Ijuke :)  ^  unto  it  therefore  we  fbo^d 
carefully  attCAd,  a?  to  our  beil  rule ;  and  we  fhould  m- 
qu^mtly  ufe  it  as  our  bed  matter  of  devotion :  to  the  well 
performing  of  both  which  duties,  it  is  requifite  that  we 
fliould  di&indly  underftand  the  particulars  contwied 
therein;  in  order  to  which  purpofe  we  iQball  endeavour  to 
explain  them :  but  firft  let  us  premife  a  few  words  in  ge- 
neral about  prayer. 

■  Quamlibet  alia  v<;rba  dtcaipusi  qme  afieftus  orantis  vel  praecedendo 
lormH  at  dareaty  Tel  confequendo  attendit  ut  cirfcat,  nihil  aliud  dicimus, 
qtum  qnod  in  tfta  Dominica  Oratiofie  poitum  eft,  fi  rcAe  ct  congrueoter 
ORimus.    jtf»^.  JE^.  141.  VideiUun. 
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iTim.U.i.     Prayer,  in  its  latitude  of  acceptation,  doth  comprehend 
"^^^1^^^  all  devotion,  or  worfhip  immediately  addrefled  unto  Al- 
imw^Mr,     mighty  God;  confiding  of  praife,  which  we  render  to 
ufXH*^*^'  God  in  regard  to  his  mod  excellent  perfe£iions  and  glo- 
rious works ;  of  fubmiffive  gratulation,  declaring  our  fe- 
tisfa£lion  in  all  the  difpenfations  of  his  mod  wife  and  juft 
providence;   of  thanldfgiving,  for  the  numberlefs  great 
benefits  we  have  received  from  him;  of  acknowledging 
our  total  dependence  on  him,  and  our  fubjeftion  to  him ; 
of  profefling  faith  in  him,  and  vowing  fervice  to  him ;  of 
confefling  the  fins  we  have  committed  againft  him,  with 
the  guilt  and  aggravation  of  them ;  of  deprecating  the 
wrath  and  punifliment  due  to  us  for  our  ofiences ;  of  peti- 
tion for  all  things  needful  and  convenient  for  us ;  of  in- 
terceflion  for  others,  whofe  good  we  according  to  duty  or 
charity  are  concerned  to  defire  and  promote;  prayer,  I 
fay,  (although,  according  to  its  mod  redrained  f&akj  it 
only  doth  fignify  one  of  thefe  particulars,  namely,  the 
Otf /MWf  1^  petition  of  what  is  needful  or  expedient  for  us,  yet^)  in  its 
^mOM*  larger  acception,  as  it  commonly  is  ufedj  it  doth  com- 
huam  rk     pnfe  them  all :  and  fo  we  may  weU  take  it  here ;  tlus 
&xkkfi449    form,  although  fo  very  brief,  being  with  fo  admirable 
TiktUtf^wmi-  wifdom  contrived,  as  without  draining  the  words  beyond 
Cky/.  torn,  their  natural  importance,  we  may,  applying  a  moderate 
V.  p.  185.   attention,  difcem  them  all,  as  to  their  main  fubdance, 
couched  therein;  fo  that  we  may  indeed  reafonably  re* 
Toiius       gard  this  prayer  as  a  complete  diredory,  and  a  fiill  ex- 
birci^Suin.  ® V^^  ^^  ^  °^^  devotion  toward  God :  of  devotion^  I  lay, 
Tert.Jt      the  which  (to  engage,  excite,  and  encourage  us  to  the 
careful  and  condant  praAice  thereof)  we  may  confider 
enjoined  us  as  a  neceflary  duty,  commended  to  us  as  a 
requifite  means  of  good,  and  a  fpecial  indrumeAt  of  all 
piety,  and  as  a  high  privilege  granted  to  us  by  God. 

I.  It  is  a  natural  duty  and  debt  we  owe  to  God,  (both 
in  correfpondence  to  the  defign  of  our  being  made  and 
endowed  with  rational  capacities  agreeable  to  c^r  rela* 
tions ;  and  in  requital  for  our  being,  and  for  all  the  good 
we  have,  and  do  continually  receive  from  him,)  as  mod 
highly  to  love  and  reverence  him  in  our  hearts,  fo  to  de- 
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clare  our  efteem  of  his  excellences^  and  our  fenfe  of  his 
bounty  toward  us,  to  avow  the  dependence  we  have  upon 
his  will  and  providence ;  the  obligations  we  are  under  to 
his  mercy  and  goodnefs;  to  yield  our  due  homage  of 
refped,  fubmiffion,  and  obedience  to  him :  if  we  do  ac- 
knowledge a  God^  our  Maker,  our  Lord,  our  continual 
benefaAor,  to  be,   we  mud  confequently   acknowledge 
thefe  performances  in  reafon,  judice,  and  gratitude  due  to 
him ;  and  God  accordingly  requires,  and  pofitively  enjoins 
them :  he  is  the  Lord  our  God,  whom  we  mufi  wor/hip  aiu{l>eut.3uso. 
Jerve;  the  God  whom  praife  waiteth  for ;   who  heareth^^^  '^' 
prayers^  and  to  whom  therefore  all  fiejh  mufi  come.    ThePf.  izr.  a* 
Scripture  is  very  frequent  in  commanding  the  duty. 

a.  It  is  a  moft  ufeful  means,  or  a  condition  requifite,  foe 
the  procurement  of  benefits  and  bleflings  upon  us.     God  zixh  )«- 
hath  declared  that  he  doth  accept,  he  hath  promifed  that  JJ^JIIIJei^f. 
he  will  reward,  all  devotions  with  an  honeft  intention  andPf*  xxziv. 
pure  mind  offered  up  unto  him;  that  he  is  nigh  unto  aZ/is^^J^. 
them  that  call  upon  him  in  truth;  that  he  will  be  found  ofy* 
them  whofeek  him  with  all  their  heart;  that  he  willful' is! 
JU  the  defire  of  them  that  fear  him  ;  he  will  hear  their  cty,  \lf*^  ^• 
and  unllfave  them  ;  that  they  whofeek  himfhall  not  want  Matt.  zsi» 
any  good  thing;  that,  whatever  we  afti  in  prayer  ^^^^^9L^kezir9. 
wejhall  receive;  that  if  we  a/kj  itjhall  be  given  us;  ifwe^ohn  xiv, 
feek,  wejhall  find  ;  if  we  knock,  it  Jhall  be  opened  to  us,  ^y!.  as.  * 
Prayer  is  alfo  a  means  of  procuring  a  bleflling  upon  all 
our  undertakings;  it  fan£tiiieth  every  performance,  8cc. 
There  is  no  good  thing  fo  great  and  precious ;  fo  high 
above  the  reach  of  common  power ;  fo  ftrange  to  exped;) 
er  difficult  to  compafs,  which  we  may  not  eafily  and 
furdy  by  this  means  obtain ;  relief  in  all  diilreffes,  both 
of  our  outward  and  inward  eilate;   fupplies  of  all  our 
needsy  both  corporal  and  fpiritual ;  comfort  in  all  our  for- 
rows  and  (adneffes;   iatisfa£tion  in  all  our  doubts  and 
darknefles  of  mind;  help  and  ftrength  againft  all  our 
temptations^  we  may  be  confident  to  obtain,  if  we  duly 
feek  them  from  the  Almighty  Difpenfer  of  all  good  gifts : 
fore  promifes  there  are,  and  obvious  examples  hereof,  too 
many  to  be  now  recited:  as^  on  the  other  hand,  they 
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that  will  negled:  this  duty^  that  will  not  vouchlafe  to 
help  and  remedy  of  God^  may  be  fure  to  want  it ;  fludl 
certainly  fuffer  for  their  proud  contempt,  profane  difll- 
JohnT.4o.dencey  orfooli(h  (loth;  You  will  not^  faith  our  SaTiour^ 
come  to  msy  that  ye  may  have  life:  no  wonder  then  if 
they  do  not  receive  it,  if  they  will  not  go  thither  for  it, 
where  only  it  is  to  be  had.  All  good  things  are  in  Cvod't 
hand;  and  we  (hall  never  by  any  force  or  pcdicy  get  thm 
thenoe  without  his  will,  moved  by  entreaty:  all  good 
gifts  come  from  heaven ;  and  thence  we  (hall  never  fetdi 
them  down,  without  a(bending  thither  in  our  hearts  and 
afie6tions ;  fpiritual  goods  efpecially  are  fo  high  above  as, 
that  we  can  never  reach  them  otherwife  than  by  God's 
help  by  humble  fupplication  obtained* 

3.  It  is  not  only  a  means,  by  impetration  acquiring  for 
us,  but  it  is  an  effectual  inftrument  working  in  ym^  all  true 
good ;  it  is  the  channel,  by  which  God  conveyeth  ^ri- 
tual light  into  our  minds,  and  fpiritual  vigour  imio  our 
DiOcOlu    hearts.    It  is  both  the  feed  and  the  food  of  fpiritual  life; 
mum  eft    j^^  which  all  holy  difpofitions  of  foul,  and  all  honeft  vefe* 
Lmtk.         lutions  of  prafiice,  are  bred  and  nouriOied,  are  augmcMed 
Fervour  of  and  (Irengthened  in  us.    It  exciteth,  it  quicfceneth,  it 
Sto!m.  zii    iQAintaineth  all  pious  afie&ions ;  the  love  of  God  can  09 
II,-  otherwife  than  by  it  be  kindled,  fomented,  or  kept  a 

jy^/**^'lile,  (without  it  we  certainly  (hall  have  an  eftrangement, 
and  an  averfation  from  him ;)  it  alone  can  maintain  a  coa« 
ftant  reverence  and  awe  of  God,  keeping  him  m  ouk 
thoughts,  and  making  us  to  live  as  in  his  prefenoe;  it 
ehiefiy  enliveneth  and  exercifeth  our  fiedth  and  our  hope  in 
Grod ;  it  is  that  which  begetteth  in  our  hearts  a  fitvoury 
reli(h  of  divine  things,  which  fweeteneth  and  epde^etb 
to  our  fouls  the  practice  of  piety,  which  only  can  enabk 
us  with  delight  and  alacrity  to  obey  God's  oomanand- 
ments ;  it  alone  can  raife  our  minds,  from  the  cares  and 
concernments  of  this  world,  to  a  fenfe  and  defire  of  bea« 
venly  things.  By  it  (jk>d  imparteth  (h'ength  to  fubdue 
bad  inclinations,  to  re(lrain  fenfual  appetites,  to  coMpreft 
irregular  pafiions ;  to  evade  the  allurements  to  eni^  and 
the  difcouragements  6com  good^  which  tbia  worU  alwaya 
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Mfenleth ;  to  fupport  alfo  with  patience  and  equanimity 
be  fiiany  crofles  and  troubles  we  muft  furely  meet  with 
hereia.  It  is^  in  ihort,  the  only  flrong  bulwark  againft 
emptfttion  and  fin ;  the  only  fure  guard  of  piety  and  a 
(ood  confcience;  no  man  indeed  can  be  a  faithful  fervant 
9  Goc^  a  real  friend  to  goodnefs,  a  ferious  pra£Uler  o€ 
lutyy  wkhoal  a  conftant  tenor  of  devotion. 

4*  It  is  a  mofi  high  privilege  and  advantage  to  us,  thai 
re  are  allowed  to  pray  and  addrefs  our  devotions  to  God. 
r^'bavea  ftee  accefs  to  the  prefence  and  audience  of  an 
wthly  prince  (to  the  effe&  of  receiving  from  him  all 
bat  we  could  defire)  would  be  deemed  a  matter  of  great 
lOtour  and  much  advantage :  how  much  more  is  it  fo  to 
iSy  that  we  are  admitted  to  the  prefence  and  ear  of  the 
;reat  King  of  all  the  world}  fo  mighty  in  power,  fo  large 
1  botmty^.  (b  full  of  goodnefs  and  pity;  fo  thoroughly 
YAtj  fo  exceedingly  willing  to  grant  and  perform  our 
iqnefts  1  How  fweet  a  thing,  of  what  comfort  and  be* 
efit  IB  it^  to  htive  the  liberty  of  pouring  out  our  fouls  andPi^  ixii.  s. 
kr  heariSj  as  the  Pialmift  fpeaks,  before  God ;  of  diibur-  *  "*  *' 
ftak^  oor  minds  of  all  their  cares,  their  defires,  their 
oubts,  their  griefs,  and  anxieties,  into  the  breaft  of  fo  kind 
.firiend,  fo  wife  a  counfellor,  fo  able  a  helper ;  who  alone 
ideed  can  afford  relief,  eafe,  fatisfofUon,  and  comfort  to 
a  I  Confidering  which  thin'gs  we  (hall  appear,  not  only 
ery  difobedient  to  God,  and  highly  ingratefiil  toward   * 
loi^  (who  fo  infinitely  condefcends  in  vouch  fafing  to  us 
'i|^  and  ajhes  (vile  and  unworthy  creatures)   leave  to  Gen.  zviii. 
peak  and  converfe  with  him,)  but  very  injurious  and  un*  ^^* 
ikhfol  to  ourfislves,  and  to  our  own  good ;  if  we  ne^ed 
boa  duty  commanded^  or  flight  this  privilege  indulged  to 

las 

in  the  due  performance  of  which  we  are  direded  and 
flMed  by  this  form  of  prayer,  compofed  and  di£fcated  for 
baft  pnrpoie  by  him,  who  beft  knew  what  we  ought  toDeus  foius 
nij  for,  and  how  we  ought  to  pray ;  what  matter  of  de*  f,^^j'J^ 
im,  what  manner  of  addrefs,  what  difpofition  of  mindvelletonn. 
fmAA  be  moft  pleafing  and  acceptable  to  his  Father,  (^^^  c.  9. 
ffotdd  WO&  become  and  befit  us  in  our  approaches  to  him. 

VOL.  V.  L  1 
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We  might  confequently  obferve  many  things  conoerMBg 
tbofe  particulans  difcernible  in  this  form :  the  {MiaAtyf 
the  gravity,  the  neceffity^  the  fingular  choicenefs  ci  the 
matter;  together  with  the  fit  order  and  juft  difpofitioo 
thereofi  according  to  the  natural  precedence  of  thmgs  m 
dignity  or  neceflity ;  the  full  brevity^  the  deep  plaimiefti 
the  comely  fimplicity  of  expreffion ;  the  lowly  reverence 
fignified  therein,  accompanied  with  due  fiuth  and  confi- 
dence :  thefe,  and  the  like  virtues  dire^ve  of  our  devo- 
tion, we  might  obferve  running  generally  through  the 
whole  contexture  of  this  venerable  form:  but  we  (hall 
rather  ohoofe  to  take  notice  of  them  as  they  (hall  oftr 
themfelves  in  their  particular  places;  to  the  confideration 
of  which  in  order  we  now  do  apply  ourfelves. 

S)m  iPatj^er  toj^^  att  in  ^oMiu 

jSHI}  i^atj^ :  upon  this  title,  or  manner  of  coinpel<- 
lation,  we  may  firft  obferve^  that  although  our  Savour 
prefcribeth  this  form  as  a  pattern,  and  an  exercife  of  pri* 
vate  prayer  to  be  performed  in  the  clofet^  (and  alone  b 
Matt.  yi.  Syfecret^  as  is  exprefifed  in  the  Gofpel,)  yet  he  dire&eth  us 
^'  to  make  our  addrefles  to  God  in  a  ftyle  of  plurality,  iky* 

ing,  not  my  Father,  but  our  Father ;  thereby,  it  feems, 
implying,  i.  That  we  (hould  in  our  prayers  confidec  and 
acknowledge  the  univerfality  of  God's  power  and  good- 
nefs.  a.  That  we  (hould  not  in  our  conceit  proudly  and 
vainly  appropriate  or  engrofs  the  regard  of  God  unto 
ourfelves ;  but  remember  that  our  brethren  have  an  eqiial 
(hare  with  us  therein.  3.  That  in  all  our  devotions  we 
(hould  be  mindful  of  thofe  common  bands  which  knit  us 
together  as  men  and  as  Chriiliana,  (the  band  of  nature 
and  humanity;  the  more  ifaiA  ties  of  common  fiuth  and 
hope ;  of  manifold  relations  unto  God  that  made  us,  and 
our  Saviour  that  redeemed  us,  and  the  Holy  Sprit  who 
animateth  and  quickeneth  us,  and  combineth  us  in  ({nri- 
tual  union.)  4.  That  we  (hould  bear  fuch  hearty  good- 
'mll  and  charitable  a(re£Uon  toward  others,  as  not  only 
to  feek  and  defire  our  own  particular  and  private  good, 
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-but  that  of  all  men  ;*  efpeciaDy  of  all  good  Chrifiians ; 
•who  in  a  peculiar  manner  are  God's  children  and  our  bre- 
thren ;  He  did  not  hid  us  fay ^  my  Father^  but  our  Father^  ^^  y^  J»^- 
who  art  in  heaven  ;  that  being  taught  that  we  have  a  com'-  ^r^  J^^ 
man  Fat  her ^  we  might  Jhew  a  brotherly  good-will  one  ^^'^*^*fl^' 
ward  another  J  faith  St.  Chryfoftom,  wiU^iifu», 

'     As  for  the  appellation  Fat  her y  it  doth  mind  us  of  <y^T^^m^txM 
relation  to  God,  who  upon  many  grounds,  and  in  divers  >»J»A;^m#,. 
high  refpefts,  is  our  Father;  (by  nature,  for  that  he  gave t^j^ujuj. 
us  our  being,  and  made  us  after  his  own  image;  by  pro-^^^^^'*^ 
vidence,  for  that  he  continually  preferveth  and  maintain- iotn.T.  p.' 
eth  us ;  by  grace,  for  that  he  reneweth  us  to  his  image  ^*^* 
in  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs;  by  adoption,  for  that  he 
alloweth  us  the  benefit  and  privilege  of  his  children,  af- 
figning  an  eternal  inheritance  to  us;)   of  this  relation, 
which  as  creatures,  as  men,  as  Chriilians,  we  bear  to  God, 
it  mindeth  us,  and  confequently  how  we  ought  in  corre^ 
fpondence  thereto  to  behave  ourfelves;  yielding  to  him 
b11  refped,  affection,  and  obfervance;  demeaning  ourfelves 
in  all  things  as  becomes  fuch  a  relation  and  rank :  this 
indeed  of  idl  God's  names,  titles,  and  attributes,  is  chofen 
as  moft  fuitable  to  the  nature  of  the  prefent  duty;  as 
mojft  encouraging  to  the  performance  thereof;  as  moft 
fully  implying  the  difpofitions  required  in  us,  when  we 
apply  ourfelves  thereto.     Our  Saviour  ufed  to  compare  Matt.  vU.  9. 
prayer  to  a  fon's  afking  nourifhment  of  his  father;  argu-  *"* 

ing  thence  what  fuccefs  and  benefit  we  may  expeA  from 
it :  we  come  therein  to  God,  not  (diredly)  as  to  a  lord  or 
mailer,  to  receive  commands;  but  rather  as  to  a  father,  to 
requeft  from  him  the  fuftenance  of  our  life,  and  fupply  of 
our  needs;  to  render  withal  unto  him  our  thankful  ac* 
knowledgments,  for  having  continuedly  done  thofe  things 
for  us ;  and  to  demonfirate  our  dutiful  refpeA  and  affec- 
tion toward  him.  It  is  natural  for  children  in  any  danger, 
ftrait,  or  want,  to  fly  to  their  parents  for  fhelter,  relief,  and 
inccour :  and  it  is  fo  likewife  for  us  to  have  recourfe  unto 
God,  in  all  thofe  cafes,  wherein  no  vifible  means  of  help 
appear  from  elfewbere :  and  to  do  fo  the  title  of  Father 
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doth  encourage  us,  fignifyhig  not  only  power  and  autho- 
rity over  us,  but  afiedion  and  deamefs  toward  us :  the 
name  God,  importing  his  excellent  perfe&ions ;  the  name 
Lord,  minding  us  of  his  power  and  empire  over  us,  ^Hth 
the  like  titles  declarative  of  his  fupereminent  majefty, 
might  deter  us,  being  confcious  of  our  meannefs  and  un- 
worthinefs,  from  approaching  to  him ;  but  the  word  fb- 
ther  is  attractive  and  emboldening ;  thinking  on  thai  we 
(hall  be  apt  to  conceive  hope,  that,  how  meatf^  how  un- 
worthy foever,  yet  being  his  children,  he  will  not  rejeft 
Mau.vii.ii.or  refiife  us;  for,  Ifmeuy  being  evil,  do  give  good  gifts  umio 
their  children;  how  much  more  will  our  Father,  which  it 
in  heaven,  give  good  things  to  them  that  afi,  him  f 

It  alfo  plainly  intimates  how  qualified  and  difpo&d  in 
mind  we  (hould  come  to  God ;  namely,  with  high  reve- 
rence, with  humble  afie&ion,  with  hearty  gratitude ;  as 
to  the  Author  of  our  being,  to  him  that  hath  contmoally 
pfeferved  and  brought  us  up ;  from  whofe  care  and  pio- 
vidence  we  have  received  all  the  good  we  have  ever  en- 
joyed ;  from  whofe  mercy  and  favour  we  can  only  e3qie£t 
any  good  for  the  future.  By  calling  God  Father,  we 
avow  ourfelves  obliged  to  honour  and  love  him  incom- 
parably beyond  all  things ;  we  alfo  declare  our  faith  and 
hope  in  God ;  that  we  believe  him  well  afie£ted  toward 
us,  and  willing  to  do  us  good ;  and  that  we  thence  hope 
Matt  ui.  to  receive  the  good  defirable  from  him,  (the  which  are 
James  i.  Q.  difpofitions  neccflary  to  the  due  performance  of  this  duty.) 
iTim.ii.  s.It  alfo  implieth,  that  we  (hould  come  thereto  with  purity 
of  mind  and  good  confcience,  which  is  alfo  requifite  to 
the  fame  intent ;  for  if  we  are  confcious  of  undutifiil  and 
difobedient  carriage  toward  God,  how  can  we  call  him 
Father  f  with  what  heart  or  face  can  we  aflume  to  our* 
iPeti.  i7.felves  the  title  of  children?  If,  faith  St.  Peter,  ye  call 
upon  him  as  Father,  who  impar4ially  judges  according  to 
every  man*s  work,  (that  is,  who  only  efteemeth  them  for 
his  children  who  truly  behave  themfelves  as  becomeih 
children,)  pqfs  the  time  of  your  pilgrimage  in  fear,  (or  in 
reverence  toward  God.)     We  may  add,  that  we  aUb 
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hereby  may  be  fuppoled  to  exprefs  our  charity  toward 
our  brethren ;  who  bear  unto  God^  the  Father  of  all  nien^ 
the  lame  common  relation.    But  I  proceed : 

VSiUt^  dtt  in  ^Bbm. 

GOD  Almighty  is  fubftantially  prefent  every  where; 
but  he  doth  not  every  where  in  efkSts  difcover  himfdf 
alike,  nor  with  equal  fplendour  in  all  places  difplay  the 
beams  of  his  glorious  majefty.    The  Scripture  frequently 
mentioneth  a  place  of  his  fpecial  refidence,  (feated  in  re* 
gfons  of  inacceflible  light,  above  the  reach,  not  only  of 
our  fenfe,  but  of  our  fancy  and  conception,)  where  his 
royal  court,  his  prefence-chamber,  his  imperial  throne 
are ;  where  he  is  more  immediately  attended  upon  by  the 
glorious  angels  and  blelled  (alnXs ;  which  place  is  called 
heaven,  the  highe/l  heavens;  the  r^  Scioto,  the  higheft places;  Lnke  H,  i4« 
by  his  prefence  wherein  God  is  defcribed  here,  as  for  JJ*J  ^^'i  g^ 
£ftio£iion  from  all  other  parents  here  on  earth,  fo  to  in- 
creafe  reverence  in  us  toward  him,  (while  we  refleA  upon 
his  fupereminent  glory  and  majefty,)  and  to  raife  our 
hearts  from  thefe  inferior  things  unto  deiire,  and  hope, 
aud  love  of  heavenly  things;  withdrawing^  laith  St.  Chry-Tir  ynt 
foftom,  him  that  prays  from  earth,  andfqftening  him  to^^^^^^g 
the  places  on  high,  and  to  the  manjions  above.    But  {o'^^tH^t 
much  for  the  title.  x^^»  »^ 

The  firft  fentence  of  our  prayer  is,  JJ|J  *]Jl 

^flUotortl  (or  fandtified)  be  ^p  fitmt. 

LET  us  firft  (with  St.  Chryfoftom)  obferve  the  dire£Uon 
we  hence  receive  in  all  our  prayers  to  have  a  prime  and 
priocipal  regard  to  the  glopy  of  God ;  not  feeking  any 
thing  conoeming  our  own  good  before  his  praife:  that 
for  the  order.  As  to  the  fubftance  ci  this  particular  we 
mxj  .confider,  that  faulty  implying  a  difcrimination,  a 
diflanoe,  an  exaltment  in  fiature  or  ufe  of  the  thing,  which 
is  denominated  thereby;  and  God's  name  fignifying  him- 
felf  with  all  that  we  can  know  of  him ;  himfelf,  as  how- 
ever dilcovered  or  declared,  with  all  that  relates  to  him, 

1.13 
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and  bears  his  infciiption ;  we  do  here  accordingly  expreft 
our  due  acknowledgments  and  defires ;  for  by  a  rare  com- 
plication this  fentence  doth  involve  both  praife  and  peti- 
tion ;  doth  exprefs  both  our  acknowledgment  of  what  iS| 
and  our  defire  of  what  (hould  be :  we  do,  I  {ay,  hereby 
partly  acknowledge  and  praife  the  fupereminent  perfec- 
tions of  God  above  all  things,  in  all  kind  of  excdleiicyi 
joining  in  that  feraphical  doxology,  (which  to  utter  is  the 
continual  employment  of  the  blefled  fpirits  above,  who 
Rev.  iv.  8.  inceflantly  day  and  night  cry  out,)  Holy,  holy,  holy;  con- 
^]*^      (^feffing  with  the  heavenly  hoft  in  the  Apocalypfe,  that  he 
rmkwrkrm  {g  worthy  of  all  honour,  glory,  and  power:  we  do  aUb 
J£!Li,  ^^  partly  declare  our  hearty  wifhes,  that  God  may  be  every 
Chrjf.  torn,  ^here  had  in  higheft  veneration ;  that  all  things  relaUi^ 
'to  him  may  receive  their  due  regard ;  that  all  honour  and 
praife,  all  duty  and  fervice,  may  in  a  peculiar  manner  be 
rendered  unto  him  by  all  men,  by  all  creatures,  by  our- 
felves  efpecially :  that  all  minds  may  entertain  good  and 
worthy  opinions  of  him ;  all  tongues  fpeak  well  of  him, 
celebrate  and  blefs  him ;  all  creatures  yield  adoration  to 
his  name,  and  obedience  to  his  will:  that  he  be  wor- 
fhipped  in  truth  and  fincerity,  with  zeal  and  fervency: 
this  particularly  in  the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  and  by  St.  Peter,  is 
Ua.  viit.  13. calledy2z72(9f/yt77g  God*s  name  in  oppofition  to  idolatrous 
"^L Ifi!    *"^  profane  religion,  {SanStify  the  Lord  of  hojls  himfelf, 
14,  )3.       and  let  him  be  your  fear,  let  him  be  your  dread,  faith  the 
Prophet;  and.  Fear  not  their  feary  nor  be  troubled,  but 
fanSiify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts,  faith  the  Apoftle.) 
Thus  do  we  here  pray  and  wifli  in  refpe£t  to  all  men,  and  to 
all  creatures  capable  of  thus  fanfliiying  God's  name ;  but 
more  particularly*we  pray  for  outfelves,  that  God  would 
grant  to  us,  that  we,  by  our  religious  and  righteous  con- 
Matt.  ▼.  IS.  verfation,  may  bring  honour  to  his  name ;  fo  that  mm 
*  ^  *  '■    'feeing  our  good  works  may  glorify  our  Father  which  is  m 
K4(r«^«r«9,  heaven.     {Vouchfafe,  faith  he,  that  we  may  Uvefo  purely, 
t^As*^  /Aa/  all  men  by  us  may  glorify  thee:  fo  defcants  St.  Chry- 
««s«#^,  mt  foftom.) 

ivrntrmi  ri  ^Jt^M,  &c.    Chfyf,  in  Matt.  vi. 
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^1^  IUtt0totll  (dttlt» 
THIS  petition,  or  devout  wifli,  being  fubordinate  to  the 
fonner^  as  exjpreffing  a  main  particular  of  that^  which  is 
there  generally  defired^  (we  here  to  the  glory  of  God  de- 
firing  a  fuccefsful  and  fpeedy  propagation  of  true  reli^on^) 
feenis,  in  its  dire£k  and  immediate  fenfe,  to  refpe£l  the  date 
of  things  in  that  time,  more  efpecially  befitting  our  Lord's 
difdples  then,'  when  the  kingdom  of  God  (that  is,  the 
fiate  of  religion  under  the  evangelical  difpenfation)  was 
coming  and  approaching ;  (according  to  that  of  our  Sa* 
viour  in  St.  Luke  ;  I  Jay  unto  you  of  a  truth,  there  beJomeLdktix.97. 
ofyouftanding  here  thatjhall  not  tajie  death,  till  they  fee  ^'^^.^^ 
the  kingdom  of  God;)  whence  it  did  become  them  in  zeal 
to  God's  glory,  and  charity  for  men's  falvation^  to  defire 
that  Chriftianity  might  foon  effedually  be  propagated 
over  the  world,  being  generally  entertained  by  men  with 
due  iaith  and  obedience ;  that  is,  that  all  men  willingly 
might  acknowledge  God  as  their  Lord  and  Maker,  wor- 
(hipping  and  ferving  him  in  truth  ;  that  they  might  re* 
ceive  his  blefled  Son  Jefus  Chrift  as  their  King  and  Sa« 
viour^  heartily  embracing  his  doctrine,  and  humbly  fub- 
mitting  to  his  laws :  to  which  purpofe  our  Lord  enjoins 
his  difciples  to  pray,  that  the  Lord  of  the  harve/i  would  f^^i^ij^,^^^ 
find  labourers  into  his  harve/i ;  and  St.  Paul  exhorts  the 
Theflalonians  to  pray,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may  run  9  Theff.  iii. 
and  be  glorified.  And  in  parity  of  reafon,  upon  the  fame'* 
grounds,  we  are  concerned,  and  obliged  to  defire,  that 
Chriftian  religion  may  be  fettled  and  confirmed;  may 
grow  and  be  increafed ;  may  profper  and  flourifli  in  the 
world ;  that  God's  authority  may,  to  the  largefi  extenfion 
of  place,  to  the  higheft  intention  of  degree,  univerfally 
and  perfe£Uy,  be  maintained  and  promoted,  both  in  ex- 
ternal profeffion  and  real  tfkA*,  the  minds  of  all  men 
being  fubdued  to  the  obedience  of  faith ;  and  avowing 
the  fubje&ion  due  to  him ;  and  truly  yielding  obedience 
to  all  his  moft  juft  and  holy  laws.  Thus  fhould  we  pray 
that  God's  kingdom  may  come ;  particularly  defiring  that 
it  may  fo  come  into  our  own  hearts  ^  humbly  imploring 

LI4 
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his  grace,  that  he  thereby  would  rule  in  our  beaitSi 

quelling  in  them  all  exorbitant  paffiOBS  and  vicious  de- 

fires,  proteSing  them  from  all  fj^tual  eneauea^  difpofing 

them  to  ap  entire  fubjedion  to  his  will,  and  a  wiUkig 

Luke  xs\u  compliance  with  all  his  commandments :  ^  for  this  is  th$ 

*^'  kingdom  of  God,  which,  as  our  Lord  telleth  us,  is  wiikm 

Rom.  xW.  ^  .  ^he  which  doth  not,  as  St.  Paul  teacheth  us,  con^  m 

meat  and  drink,  (in  any  outward  formal  performaBcea,) 

but  in  rigkieoufnefs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Gkefi; 

that  is,  in  obedience  to  God's  will,  and  in  the  ooan&ntaUe 

Mat.  Ti.  3a.  confequences  thereof :  this  is  the  kingdom  of  Grod^  ^iMfch 

we  are  enjoined,  before  any  worldly  accommodatioiis, 

^r/l  tofeek. 

THIS  fentence  is  likewife  complicated  of  praifey  good 
defire,  and  petition ;  for  we  thereby  firft  do  acknowlcdgo 
the  wifdom,  juftice,  and  goodnefs  of  God  in  all  relbltttioni 
of  his  will  and  difpeniations  of  his  providence. 

I.  We  profefs  our  approbation  of  all  God's  oouafi^ 
our  complacence  and  fatisfa&ion  in  all  his  proceedingiB, 
our  cheerful  fubmiflion  and  confent  to  all  his  pleafure; 
joining  our  fuffrage,  and  faying  in  harmony  with  that 

Rev.  XT.  9.  blefled  choir  in  the  Revelation,  Great  and  wonderful  are 
thy  works,  0  Lord  God  Almighty ;  juft.  and  true  are  tky 
ways,  0  thou  King  of  Saints.  We  difclaim  our  own  judg- 
ments and  conceits,  we  renounce  our  own  defires  and  de- 
fignSy  fo  far  as  they  appear  inconfiftent  with  the  determi^ 
nations  of  God's  wifdom,  or  difcordant  with  his  pleafure; 

Luke  zxii.  faying  after  our  LfOrd,  Let  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done. 

^^*  2.  We  do  alfo  exprefs  our  defire,  that  as  in  heaven  all 

things  with  a  free  and  undidurbed  courfe  do  pafs  accord- 
ing to  God's  will  and  good-liking,  every  intimation  of  his 
pleafure  finding  there  a  mod  entire  and  ready  compliance 

Pf.  ciu.  ao.  from  thofe  perfe6Uy  loyal  and  pious  fpirits,  {thofe  minifters 

fuitt  «'^«#C«X«f  Tiff  TW  OiM>  )(^^fat  (ia^iXgimt,  Tv*  ^ii  fimrOavrif  n  iftrnfrim,  \»  rf 
dmrf  rtifimri  ifitifp  &C.    Ckrjff, 
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qf  his,  that  do  his  pUafure^  as  the  Pfalmifi  calls  them,)  fo 
that  here  on  earth  the  gracious  deiigns  of  God  may  be 
accompliflied  without  oppofition  or  rub ;  that  none  (hould 
prefume,  as  the  Pharifees  and  Lawyers  are  faid  to  do^Lukevii. 
eArrujf  r^v  fitt><^v  t5  0i5,  to  difappoint  or  defeat  God's*** 
counfel ;  emgo^§i&eu,  to  thruft  away  or  repulfe  GotTs  word, 
as  the  Jews  did  in  the  AAs;  to  refill,  provoke,  or  defyAfttxiiUe, 
God  by  obftinate  difobedience,  as  many  are  faid  to  do  in 
the  Scriptures;  but  that  every  where  a  free,  humble, 
hearty,  and  full  obedience  be  rendered  to  his  commands. 

3.  We  do  alfo  pray,  that  God  would  grant  us  the  grace 
willingly  to  perform  whatever  he  requires  of  us,  {perfe&ingWth.  ziiU 
us,  as  the  Apoftle  fpeaketh,  in  every  good  work  to  do  kis^^' 
will,  and  working  in  us  that  which  is  well-pleajing  in  his 
Jight,)  coBtentedly  to  bear  whatever  he  layeth  upon  us ; 
tihat  God  would  beftow  upon  us  a  perfed;  refignation  of  PbU*  iv«  n* 
our  wills  unto  his  will;  a  cheerful  acquiefcence  in  that 
iiate  and  ftation  wherein  he  hath  placed  us;  a  fubmifs 
patience  in  all  adverfiti^s,  whereinto  he  difpofeth  us  to  fall ; 
a  oonftant  readinefs  with  fat]sfa6tion  and  thankfulnefs 
(without    reluftancy  or  repining)   to   receive  whatever 
cometh  from  his  will,  whether  gratefril  or  diftaftefiil  to 
oor  prefent  fenfe ;  acknowledging  his  wifdom,  his  good- 
Befs>  bis  juftice  in  aU  his  dealings  towards  us ;  heartily 
layii^  with  good  Eli,  It  is  the  Lard,  let  him  do  v/hat  i  Sam.  iii. 
fsewMih  him  good ;  with  Hezekiah,  Good  is  the  word  of  "^|„„  ^^^ 
the  Lord  which  thou  hqfi  fpoken ;  with  David,  Behold,  i9. 
here  I  am;  let  him  do  to  me  asjeemeth  good  to  him  ;  with  35. 
Job,  Shall  we  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  God,  and  Jhall]^^'^^'  ^®- 
we  not  receive  evilP  and.  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lordpf.  uzvii. 
kath  taken  away;  hlejfed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord :  yea,  it  *'  ^^*  ^^' 
were  well,  if  we  could,  after  the  heathen  philofopher,  Epia. 
upcm  all  occafions  with  our  hearts  fay,  f  1  ravn^  0«c»  flxov,  ^^I^riton. 
ro^  ywi(rd(o*  If  God  will  have  it  fo,fo  let  it  be :  if  we 
could  obferve  thofe  rules  and  precepts,  which  even  the 
Philofophers  fo  much  inculcate^ ;  to  commit  all  our  affairs 

AHt,  iv.81«     'Ar«»^«/M»««  rk  ^uftHmi^nrm,  Ant.  iii.  4,  16.  ii.  17*  X.  11.  zii.  1. 

A»i.  vii.  91*  X.  11.  Stm.  Dt  Or,  S^*  aa.    Ego  fecnndum  nmtanm  vhrot  fi 
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to  Gody  to  love  and  embrace  (Aug)  all  events ;  to  foUoWj 
and  to  accompany  God ;  to  yield,  deliver,  and  refign  our- 
felves  up  to  him ;  {Deo  fe  prtBhere^  dedere,  tradere,  &c) 
and  the  like. 

dMde  tt0  ^  SDap  oitv  tiailp  IBteati. 

I  SHALL  not  (land  to  criticize  upon  the  hard  iwoid 
here  ufed,  tranflated  daily  ;  I  only  fay,  that  of  two  fenies 
offering  themfelves,  both  are  probable^  and  by  good  au- 
thority countenanced;  both  are  proper  and  fuitable  to 
-     the  matter  or  nature  of  the  thing :  according  to  one,  we 
•Afr»»  U^  pray  for  the  bread  ra  «rirfvToj,  of  the  time  to  come^  or  of 
^  7^"  that  future  life,  which  it  (hall  pleafe  God  to  allow  us  5 
lriM^#w- according  to  the  other,  we  requeft  bread  Ui  ro  dttti, 
gJ2][J^^Jj*^  which  is  necelTary  for  our  being,  and  the  prefervation  of 
0»y%^njtnu  our  livcs ;  joining  both  together,  (which  is  more  fure  and 


auuKChj/.^^i)   ^^  P^y  f^""  *  competent  provifion   toward  the 
torn.  T.  187*  muntenance  of  our  life  hereafter,  during  our  appointed 

time  :  that  for  the  fenfe :  upon  the  petition  itfelf  we  ob* 

ferve, 

1.  That  after  we  have  rendered  our  due  tribute  of 
pr^fe  and  refpe£t  unto  God,  we  are  allowed  and  direded 
to  requeft  of  him  good  things  for  ourfelves ;  beginning,  as 
nature  prompteth,  with  the  prefervation  of  our  beings  and 
lives ;  whereby  we  become  capable  of  receiving  and  en- 
joying other  good  things ; 

2.  By  doing  which  we  alfo  do  imply  the  fenfe  we  have 
of  our  total  dependence  upon  God ;  avowing  ourfelves  to 
fubfift  by  his  care  and  bounty ;  difclaiming  confequently 
all  confidence  in  any  other  means  to  maintain  or  fupport 
us ;  in  any  ftore  we  have  laid  up,  or  eftate  we  pretend  to; 
in  any  contrivance  or  induftry  we  can  ufe ;  in  any  fuccour 
of  friends  or  relations ;  for  that,  notwithftandii^  all  thefe, 
we  do  need  our  daily  bread  to  be  dealt  to  us  by  God,  and 
muft  continually  beg  it  as  a  ^t  from  his  hands. 

totum  me  illi  dedo.  Optimum  eft  Deum,  quo  au^re  cunda  proreniaot 
fine  murmuntione  comitarif  &c. — ^hie  eft  magnus  animus,  qui  fe  Deo  tra^* 
didit--— ^.  Ep.  37,  54,  71>  ftc«  Dt  Pnv.  i. 
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5.  We  are  by  that  word,  o-iifAtpov,  this  day,  taught  our 
duty  (fignifying  withal  our  performance  thereof)  of  being 
willing  continually  to  rely  upon  God ;  not  afie£Ung  to  be 
ever  fo  much  beforehand,  as  not  to  need  God's  conftant 
affiftance :  we  afk  not,  that  God  would  give  us  at  once 
what  may  ferve  us  for  ever,  and  may  put  us  out  of  any 
fear  to  want  hereafter;  we  afk  not  fpr  that  which  may 
fuffioe  for  a  long  time,  for  many  years,  many  months, 
many  days ;  but  that  God  would  give  us  to-day,  or  ra- 
ther day  by  day;  (ro  xa3*  tifupav,  as  it  is  exprefled  in  St. take  si.  a. 
Luke ;)  that  is,  that  he  would  continually  difpenfe  to  us 
what  is  needful  for  us :  we  fhould  not  therefore  defire  to 
have  an  eilate  fettled  upon  us ;  to  live  by  ourfelves,  or  on 
our  own  incomes ;  to  be  fet  out  of  God's  houfe,  or  im- 
mediate protedion  and  care;  this  in  itfelf  cannot  be,  (for 
God  cannot  alienate  his  goods  from  himfelf,  nor  can  we 
iubfift  out  of  his  hand,)  nor  muft  we  de6re  it  (hould  be : 
it  is  a  part  of  atheifm,  or  infidelity,  of  heathenifh  profane- 
iiefs  and  folly,  to  defire  it,  {ihefe  ihingSy  faith  our  Lord,  do  Mat.  ▼!.  33. 
the  Gentiles  feek;  that  is,  they  are  covetous  of  wealth, 
and  careful  for  provifions,  to  live  without  dependence 
upoD  God;)  but  we  muft  efieem  God's  providence  our 
fureft  efiate,  God's  bounty  our  beft  treafure,  God's  fa- 
therly care  our  moft  certain  and  moft  comfortable  fup- 
port;  cq/iing  all  our  care  on  him,  as  being  afliired  that  Mat  ▼{.  95. 
be  careihfor  us;  will  not  leave  nor  for  Jake  us;  will  notHg^'Jfj3\ 
withhold  what  is  neceflary  for  our  comfortable  fufte- P>)il- i^- ^* 
nance. 

4.  It  is  here  intimated,  how  fober  and  moderate  our 
appetites  ihould  be,  in  regard  both  to  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  the  things  we  ufe :  we  are  direfted  to  aik 
rpofi^,  od  rpu^y,  as  St.  Chryfoftom  fays,  neceflary  food, 
not  luxurious  plenty  or  delicacy:  it  is  bread,  (the  moft 
fimple,  homely,  and  common  diet ;)  that  is,  fuch  accom- 
modations as  are  neceflary  to  maintain  our  lives,  and  fa- 
tisfy  our  natural  defires ;  not  Juperfiuities,  ferving  to 
pleafe  our  wanton  appeUtes,  or  humour  our  curious  fan- 
cies ;  it  is  not  variety,  daintinefs,  elegancy,  or  fplendour, 
we  ftiould  afie£t  to  enjoy,  but  be  content  to  have  our 
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oeceffities  fupplied  with  the  coarfeft  diet  and  the  meaiieft 
apparel,^  if  our  condition  requiieth  it,  or  God's  provi- 
dence in  an  honeJEl  way  allotteth  no  other  to  us :  we  may 
ibberly  and  thankfully  enjoy  what  God  fends;  but  we 
ihould  not  prefume  to  aik  for  or  defire  other  than  this. 

And  for  the  meafure,  we  learn  to  a(k  only  for  fo  much 
as  ihall  be  fit  to  mabtain  us ;  not  for  rich,  or  plentiful 
ftore;  not  for  full  bams,  or  for  heaps  of  treafure;  not  for 
wherewith  to  glut,  or  pamper  ourfelves;  but  for  daily 
bread,  a  moderate  provifion,  then  to  be  dealt  to  us,  when 
we  need  it. 
•    It  follows, 

ianb  £orgtf»e  txi  ott}  %tt»^^mt»,  atf  toe  Untfibt  tgem 

^at  tata^fi  against  Vt$ ;  our  trespasses :  it  is 
our  debts  (i^nXinpLarei)  in  St.  Matthew ;  our  sms 
(diAotprixq)  in  St.  Luke ;  and  they  who  trespass 
against  us  are  in  both  Evangelists  called  our 
debtors:  for  he  that  injures  another  is  obnoxious 
and  in  debt  to  him;  owing  him  satiafaction, 
either  by  making  reparation,  or  undergoing  pu- 
nishment. 

AFTER  the  prefervation  of  our  beings,  (the  foundation 
of  enjoying  other  good  things,)  our  firft  care,  we  fee, 
ought  to  be  concerning  the  welfare  of  our  better  part  and 
flate;  which  chiefly  confifts  in  the  terms  whereon  we 
fland  toward  God,  upon  whofe  favour  all  our  happinefs 
dq>endeth,  and  from  whofe  difpleafure  all  our  mifi^ 
muft  proceed :  fince  therefore  we  all  do  (hmd  obnoxious 
to  God's  wrath  and  juftice  $  having  omitted  many  duties 
which  we  owe  to  him,  having  conmiitted  manifold  of- 
fences againft  him ;  it  is  therefore  moft  expedient,  that 
we  firft  endeavour  to  get  him  reconciled  to  us,  by  the 
forgivenefs  of  our  debts  and  ofiences :  concerning  which 
remiffion,  upon  what  account  it  is  neceflary,  upon  what 
terms  it  is  granted,  by  what  means  it  is  obtained,  in  what 
manner  it  is  difpenfed  by  God,  I  have  otherwhere  touched. 
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and  It  is  not  feafonable  now  farther  to  infift  thereon ;  only 
it  may  be  pertinent  here  to  obferve, 

I.  That  this  being  the  iirft  of  petitions  (formally  fucb, 
and)  purely  (^ritual;  we  are  hereby  admonifhed  to  lay 
the  fomidation  of  our  devotions  in  humility ;  that  we  are 
obliged^  before  we  prefume  to  aik  any  thing  of  God  con- 
cerning our  chief  happinefs  and  well-being,  to  refieft 
upon,  acknowledge,  and  confefs  our  imworthinefs,  (not 
coming  to  our  prayers  as  the  Pharifee  did,  doting  upon 
our  worthy  qualities  and  good  deeds ;  but  like  the  poor 
Publican,  with  a  fenfe  of  our  infirmities  and  mifcarriages ; 
fo  as  to  be  ready  to  acknowledge  ourfelves,  as  indeed  we 
all  are,  guilty  of  many  and  great  fins ))  this  is  here  im*^ 
plied;  for  in  requefting  pardon  for  our  fins,  we  confefs 
ourfelves  to  be  finners,  and  to  need  God's  mercy. 

a.  We  may  hence  learn  the  neceility  and  the  excel- 
lency of  that  benefit  we  here  beg.  When  the  Pfalmift 
applied  himfelf  to  praife  God  for  his  benefits^  this  he  fet 
in  the  firft  place,  as  mod  needful  and  confiderable  to  him ; 
Blefs  the  Lord,  0  my  foul,  faid  he,  and  forget  not  all  AisPr.ciii.9,3. 
benefits,  (or  rather^  not  any  of  his  benefits,)  whoforgivetk 
all  thine  iniquities^  who  healeth  all  thy  difeafes  ;  and  an- 
fwerably,  it  is  the  firft  particular  benefit  we  pray  for. 

3.  We  muft  take  notice,  that  we  are  obliged  to  go  to 
our  devotions  with  univerfal  charity  and  good-will  to- 
ward others;  to  lift  up,  as  St.  Paul  enjoineth,  holy  hands,  iTim.U. s. 
without  u^raih  and  doubting,  (or  withffut  wrath  and  diffm^ 
turn,)  to  depofe  all  enmity  (as  our  Lord  advifeth)  before  • 
we  bring  our  oblation  to  the  altar  of  God;  refervingfioMatUT.aa. 
fpSte  or  grudge  toward  any  man,  but  having  a  heart  clear 
of  all  ill-will  and  defire  of  revenge  ;  being  in  afie£Uon  of 
mind  toward  others,  as  we  do  wifli,  and  hope,  and  pray  that 
God  would  be  toward  us :  fuch  in  all  reafon,  equity,  and 
ingenuity  (hould  our  difpofition  be;  and  fuch  God  re- 
quires it  to  be ;  and  fuch  we  do  aflert  and  promife  it  to 
be;  implying  alio  a  compad  with  God,  no  otherwife  to 
defire  or  exped:  his  favour  and  mercy  toward  us^  than  as 
we  refemble  him  in  kind  and  merciful  intentions  toward 
our  brethren :  it  is  implied  on  God's  part^  that  he  vouch- 
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fafes  pardon  only  upon  thefe  tmms ;  yea  more,  that  he 
doth  truly  promife  pardon  upon  our  performing  this  oon- 
dition ;  fo  our  Saviour,  purpofely  refle&ing  on  this  peti- 
Mattvl.i4.tion,  doth  afterward  expouTui  it;  PoTj  failb  he,  ifjfoufor^ 
give  to  men  their  trej^ajfesy  your  heavenfy  Father  wUl  tdfi 
forgive  you :  it  alfo  implies  a  confent  on  our  parts,  and 
fubmiffion  to  this  condition,  as  moft  equal  and  reaibnaUe; 
fo  that  if  we  break  it,  if  we  do  retain  any  uncfaaritabte  in- 
clinations, we  deal  £Edfely  with  God ;  we  forfeit  all  pre- 
tence to  favour  and  mercy  from  him;  we  are  ndther 
qualified  for  mercy,  nor  (hall  obtain  it  from  God. 

Utati  m  not  into  Cemptattoif 

TEMPTATION  is  fometime  taken,  in  a  middle  and  in- 
different fenfe,  for  any  occafion  by  which  the  moral  qua- 
lity of  perfons  (their  virtue  or  vice)  is  examined  and  dif- 
Geo*xziu  covered:  fo  God  is  faid  to  have  tempted  Ahrahamy  when 
^*  he  propounded  to  him  the  offering  up  of  his  fon ;  fo  he 

tempted  the  Ifraelites,  by  leading  them  in  that  long 
Dent-Tiius.  journey  through  the  wildemefs,  that  he  nughi  know  whmt 
im  ^tifUf  ^^  f^  ^/^^  heart f  whether  they  would  keep  his  command^ 

mentSy  or  no :  fo  he  likewife  tempted  them  by  permitting 
Deut.  xiii.  feducers  to  do  wonderful  things,  that  he  might  know  whe- 
^'  ther  they  did  love  the  Lord  with  all  their  heart  and  with 

all  their  foul :  and  becaufe  afHi£tion  is  of  fuch  a  nature, 
as  to  try  the  temper,  difpofition,  and  intentions  of  men, 
therefore  temptation  often  is  ufed  for  afili^on.     It  leem- 
Qth  alfo  fometimes  put  in  a  good  fenfe,  for  an  occafion 
defigned  to  exercife,  or  to  improve,  or  to  declare  the  vir- 
tues of  a  perfon ;  fo  the  inconveniences  and  crofles  in- 
cident to  our  nature  and  condition  here,  the  which  our 
Lulcc  xzii.  Lord  did  undergo,  are  by  St.  Luke,  and  others  of  the 
Heb.  ii.  is.Apoftles,   fly  led  temptations;    fo  the  fiery  trialy  in  St« 
iPeuiv  la  P^^®***  ^^  **^  wfigoo'/xoy,  to  exercife  and  refine  them,  thaty 
i.  6>  7*       faith  he,  the  trial  of  their  faith  might  he  to  praipSj  and  ho* 
James  i.  s.  nour^  and  glory;  fo  St.  James  biddeth  Chriftians  to  rejoicot 
when  they  fall  into  divers  temptations;  that  is,  when  they 
meet  with  opportunities  of  exercifing  their  faith  and  pa- 
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tience ;  and  fo  we  may  underfiand  that  place  in  Deutero* 
nomy ;  fVhoj  it  is  Uid,  fed  thee  with  matma,  that  he  might  Deot.  Tiii. 
humble^  and  prove  thee,  (or  tempt  thee,  Tm  imrtipaa^  oy^  fay  ^  * 
the  LXX.)  to  do  thee  good  at  thy  latter  end:  that  he  might 
tempt  thee;  that  is,  that  he  might  render  thee  approved ; 
might  exercife  and  improve  thy  dependence  on  God,  thy 
patience,  thy  obedience.    But  the  word  is  commonly 
taken  in  a  worfe  fenfe,  for  an  occafion  prefented  with  ill 
purpofe,  or  naturally  tending  and  not  eafily  avoided,  of 
falling  into  fin ;  a  ftumbliigblock,  a  fnare ;  as  when  St. 
Paul  faith,  that  they  who  will  be  rich,  do  Jail  fl^  ^nifavyutn  iTlm.Ti.i^ 
Km  vaytiay  into  temptation  and  a  fnare;  thus  St.  James  James  I.  is* 
aflureth  us,  that  Ood  tempteth  no  man  ;  that  is,  doth  not 
intend  to  feduce  or  inveigle  any  man  into  fin.    Yet  be- 
caufe  nothing  in  the  world,  either  good  or  bad,  doth  bap* 
pen  without  Grod*s  permiflion  and  governance ;  and  the 
Devil  himfelf  mufl  obtain  licence  from  God,  before  he 
can  tempt  any  man,  or  do  any  mifchief,  (as  we  fee  in 
Job's  cafe,  and  in  the  hiftory  of  Ahab;)  fince  God  feeth  Jobii.  «• 
whatever  is  done,  and  with  greateft  eafe  could  hinder  it ;  J^^**'* 
and  doth  not  otherwife  than  for  fome  good  end  fuffer  any 
evil  to  be  defigned  or  achieved ;  it  is  the  ftyle  of  Scrip- 
ture to  attribute  fuch  things  in  fome  fenfe  to  him;  as 
when  Grod  is  faid  to  fend  Jofeph  into  Egypt  to  preferveGtD.jhi.5. 
life;  whenas  in  truth  his  brethren,  out  of  envy  and  ill-will, 
did  fell  him  thither;  and,  God  is  fdd  to  move  David  /oaStm. 
number  the  people;  whenas  indeed  Satan  (as  it  is  other- I'c^'^. 
where  affirmed)  provoked  him  to  number  them :  and  that  *^  i* 
horrid  tragedy  a£ted  by  the  Jews  upon  our  Blefled  Sa- 
viour is  faid  to  be  brought  to  pafs  by  the  hand  and  defi*  A&m  n.  93. 
ydte  counfel  of  God ;  becaufe  God  forefeeing  the  tempta-^*^®" 
tions  which  thofe  men  fhould  incur  of  committing  fuch 
ads,  and  their  inclinations  to  perform  them,  did  refolve 
not  to  interpofe  his  power  in  hindrance  of  them,  but  fuf- 
fering  them  to  proceed,  would  turn  their  mifchievous 
pradices  to  an  excellently  good  end,  and  ufe  them  as  in- 
ftruments  of  his  juft,  holy,  and  gracious  purpofes :  thus 
then,  whereas  by  temptation  here  is  meant  any  occafion 
alluring  or  provoking  to  fin,  or  withdrawing  from  duty. 
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with  a  violence,  all  things  confideredy  exceediBg  oos 
ftrength  to  refift  or  avoid ;  (or  however  fuch  an  one  that 
ift  apt  to  overthrow  us ;)  God  may  be  (aid  to  bring  them 
into  it,  whom  in  juftice  he  permits  to  be  expofed  thereto; 
although  he  do  no  otherwife  intermeddle,  or  concur 
therein,  than  by  not  aflbrding,  or  by  withdrawing,  hb 
efpecial  diredion  and  ailiftanee ;  leaving  them  without 
check  blindly  or  wilfully  to  follow  the  fway  of  their  own 
tempers,  the  inftind  of  their  vain  minds,  the  bent  of  their 
corrupt  wills,  the  violence  of  their  unruly  pafiions  and 
appetites ;  letting  them  to  fall  into  the  manifold  fnares  of 
falfe  opinion,  evil  cuftom,  and  contagious  example,  which 
the  worid  fets  before  them ;  (the  world,  which  by  its  fur 
promifes  and  pleafing  flatteries  enticeth  to  fin,  or  by  iti 
angry  frowns  and  fierce  threats  difcourageth  from  good- 
nefs;)  permitting  the  devil,  without  control  or  impedi- 
ment, by  his  wiles  to  delude  and  fedilce  them;  which 
kind  of  proceeding  of  God  with  men  is  clearly  repre- 
fented  in  the  8ift  Pialm ;  where,  of  the  I&aeitles,  God 
fays,  that  having  fignally  declared  his  pleafure  to  them, 
and  by  promife  of  great  benefits  invited  them  to  obferve 
it,  upon  their  wilful  negle6l,  he  dealt  thus  with  them; 
Ffki.  izxxi.  But,  fays  God  there,  my  people  would  not  hearken  to  mj 
'*»*■•  voice,  and  Ifrael  would  none  of  me;  fo  I  gave  them  vp 
unto  their  own  hearts*  lu/is;  and  they  walked  in  their  own 
counfels.  In  fiich  manner,  if  God,  provoked  thereto  by 
our  heinous  mifcarriages,  doth  jufUy  bring  us  into,  or 
doth  let  us  enter  into  temptation,  (as  our  Lord  otherwhere 
tuire  xxii.  cxprefieth  it;  Pray,  faith  he,  that  ye  enter  not  into  tempta* 
40,  46.  iion,)  we  (hall  inJFalUbly  run  into  many  grievous  fins  and 
defperate  mifchiefs ;  no  lefs  furely,  than  we  fhall  wander 
and  ftumble  in  the  dark,  than  we  fhall  flide  and  fall  in  the 
moft  flippery  places,  and  fometimes  be  entangled,  when 
we  do  walk  in  the  midft  of  fnares,  furrounded  with  Xrap9 
Jer.  z.  93.  innumerable,  mofl  cunningly  laid  to  catch  us ;  It  is  not, 
faith  the  Prophet,  in  man  to  direSi  hisjleps,  fo  as  to  go 
flraight  and  upright ;  it  is  not  in  him  to  fee  his  duty,  to 
bend  his  inclinations  to  compliance  therewith ;  to  reflrain 
his  appetites,  when  fenfible  objeds  forcibly  prefs  on  them; 
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to  govern  fais  pafiions,  when  they  are  vehemently  (Hrred 
tp  diforderly  motion ;  we  do  cdntinually  need  God's  in* 
firuAion  to  gcdde  us,  God's  hand  to  uphold  us,  God's  Pf.xxxvii. 
care  and  help  to  guard  us:  when  therefore,  I  fay,  out*^**** 
eondhion  and  circumftances  do  miniAer  dangerous  occa- 
fiwM  of  fit! )  when  our  vam  and  weak  tempers  do  incline 
or  bettay  11s  thereto;  when  the  world  would  fmile  or 
fltl\iii  U8  into  it;   when  the  Devil  violently  folicits,  or 
tiinrfb  on  tow^  it ;  thus  to  be  defiitute  of  God's  grae^i 
thttB  to  be  left  to  oiirfelves^  is  the  mod  horrible  judgment 
that  can  be«    It  fuch  cafes  ahd  feafons  God's  interpofd 
10  neceflary,  either  to  remove  thofe  temptations,  or  to  fup^ 
port  and  defend  us  from  the  prevalence  of  them,  puxi&froif 
ki^cJdr^f  ke&ping  us  from  Jlumhling  And  fallings  as  St;Jude34. 
Jade  fpeaks ;  not  fuffering  us,  as  St.  Paul  exprelTeth  it, 
i6  h^  tempted  Move  what  we  are  able,  but  making  with  /A^i  Cor.  2.39. 
iempiatian  alfo  a  way  to  efcape,fo  tliat  wejhall  be  able  to 
Jkflain  it. 

That  God  would  pleafe  to  do  this  for  us,  we  do  here 
pMy;  and  in  purfuance  of  this  petition  we  fubjoin  that 
iriiioh  in  part  may  pafs  for  an  illuftration  thereof,  (im« 
flying  an  antithefis  ferving  to  that  purpofe:  for,  delivering 
fr&m  evil  importeth  the  fame  with  pvta-dai  hx,  nreigaa-fLov, 
Mng  refcued  from  temptation,  in  St.  Peter ;  The  Lord,  2  Pet.  ii.  9. 
&ith  he,  knoweth  how  to  refcue  the  godly  out  of  temptation; 
Arid  tjfiftiv  ht  T^;  oipas  xsrupeurfMu,  to  prefervefrom  the  time  qf^ev^  iii.  10. 
temptation,  in  the  Revelation;  which  are  oppofed  to 
brii^ing  into  temptation,)  partly  it  may  be  fuppofed  an 
ilAprovement  thereof;  delivering  from  evil  fignifying  per- 
hups  fomewhat  more,  than  not  permitting  us  to  incur  oc- 
oafions  ftrongly  inviting  us  to  evil;  even  the  effeftusd 
keeping  ns  from  being  overborne  or  complying  with  it. 
But  let  us  confider  that  petiUon  itfelf. 

l&vA  bettber  u0  front  dtidit 

FROM  evil,  im  too  vowipS'  St.  Chryfoftom  takes  it  for 
the  Devil ;  who  is  the  6  'crovijpo;,  the  evil  one,  the  tempter, 
who  feduceth  us  to  evil :  but  we  (hall  take  it  according 

VOL.  V.  Mm 
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to  the  more  common  acception :  from  evil;  that  is,  prin- 
cipally^  from  fm,  or  evil  moral  and  fpiritual;  the  only 
evil,  (imply  and  in  its  own  nature  fuch,  and  the  root  of 
all  other  evil ;  from  that,  and  confequently  from  all  mif- 
chief  (evil  natural  and  temporal,  or  evil  penal  and  af- 
fii£iive)  which  may  grow  upon,  or  fprout  from  thence^ 
As  for  fuch  evils  as  thefe;  the  want  of  things  necefikry  or 
convenient  for  us;  bodily  difeafe  and  pain;  dilappointment 
in  our  defigns,  and  ill  fuccefs  in  our  undertakings;  difgnu:e 
and  reproach  upon  our  good  names  ;  dangers,  difficulties, 
and  diftrefles  concerning  our  outward  eftate ;  diftra&ions, 
vexadons,  and  troubles  of  mind  about  temporal  matters, 
with  the  like  evils,  (in  fome  fenfe,  in  fome  degree  evils, 
or  appearing  fuch  to  our  natural  fenfe  and  fancy;)  we 
may  indeed  deprecate  them,  (as  even  our  Lord  himfelf 
did,)  with  fubmiflion  (as  he  did)  to  the  wifdom  and  will  of 
God,  in  cafe  it  pleafeth  him,  and  he  thinketh  fit  to  remove 
them :  but  all  thefe  things  being  but  names  and  empty 
founds  in  #omparifon  to  fpiritual  and  eternal  evils,  (fuch 
as  are  vicious  diftempers  of  mind ;  indifpofitions  to  ferve 
God;  ill  progrefs  in  our  fpiritual  affairs;  diflatisfa^on  con- 
cerning our  ftate  in  refped  to  Grod ;  a^ual  tranfgreffion 
of  God's  holy  will  and  law ;  incurring  God's  difpleafure 
and  disfavour ;  being  deprived  of  his  grace  and  afliftance ; 
wanting  the  communion  and  comfort  of  his  Holy  Spirit ; 
remorfe  of  confcience,  and  anguifh  of  fpirit  for  having 
violated  or  neglefted  our  duty ;  blindnefs  of  mind,  hard- 
nefs  of  heart ;  want  of  love,  reverence,  devotion  toward 
God,  of  charity  and  good- will  toward  our  neighbour ;  of 
fobriety,  humility,  regularity  of  paflion,  and  calmnefs  of 
temper,  in  refpeft  to  ourfelves  and  the  inward  frame  of  our 
fouls ;  thefe,  I  fay,  and  fuch  like  evils,)  we  (hould  abfo- 
lutely  requeft  of  God,  that  he  in  mercy  would  deliver  and 
free  us  from  them ;  they  being  irreconcileably  repugnant 
to  his  will  and  glory,  and  inconfiftent  with  our  eternal 
welfare.  Yet  even  thefe,  and  all  other  things,  we  do  re- 
queft only  in  general  terms,  leaving  the  difiin£i  matter, 
and  manner,  and  meafure,  according  to  which  they  (hould 
be  difpenfed,  to  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God ;  who 
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our  Lord  telleth  MSyknow  what  things  we  AatwMatt.Ti.  s. 
before  we  ajh  him;  and  is  not  only  able,  as  St.^P**"***®' 
s,  but  willing  alfo,  to  do  for  us  fuperabundantly 
\at  we  can  ajk  or  think.  We  are  hereby  (it  feems) 
[lis  point  of  good  manners  in  our  devotion,  not  to 
Lifly  punAual  and  particular  in  our  prayers,  as  if 
ded  our  information,  or  were  apt  to  negle£t  the 
Ts  concerning  our  good. 

lut  up  all  with  a  doxology,  mod  fuitable  to  the 
r  devotion,  fignifying  our  due  faith,  our  afie£tion, 
reverence  toward  God. 

01orp,  lor  efier  attfi  efier.  Simm. 

r  is,  for  thou  haft  a  perpetual  and  unmoveable 
r,  whereby  juftly  to  difpofe  of  all  things ;  thou 
indefeasible  and  irrefiftible  power,  whereby  thou 
6t  whatever  feems  juft  and  good  to  thee ;  where- 
profefs  only  to  rely  upon,  and  feek  help  from 
ith  hope  and  confidence  we  addrefs  ourfelves  to 
the  fupply  of  our  needs :  thine  is  the  glory  ;  all 
.nd  reverence,  all  love  and  thankfiilnefs  are  due 
e;  therefore  we  render  our  adorations  and  ac- 
cents to  thee.  Even  fo  to  thee,  God  the  Fa- 
d  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  for  ever 
all  glory  and  praife.     <amni. 
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THE  DECALOGUE. 


xlXiTHOUGH  this  fyftem  of  precepts  may  feem  to  have 
been  in  its  defign  rather  political,  than  moral ;  to  regard 
pfublic  and  external,  rather  than  private    and    interior 
a&ion ;  that  great  branch  of  morality,  which  refpedeth 
ourfelves  in  our  private  retirements,  or  in  our  particular 
conver&tion,  fobriety  of  mind  and  manners,  being  fcarce 
touched  herein,  at  lead  not  openly  and  plainly  expirefled ; 
as  alfo  devotion  toward  God,  (in  any  of  its  kinds,  of 
^TEufe,  thankf^ving,  confeffion  of  fin,  prayer  and  inter- 
cefBon,)  that  great  part  of  natural  religion,  being  not  ex- 
plicitly and  pofitively  enjoined :  although  alfo  (as  by  the 
]iitrodu6tion  thereto,  and  fome  paflages  therein,  efpecially 
as  it  is  delivered  in  Deuteronomy,  may  appear)  it  feem- 
eth  particularly  to  concern  the  Jewifh  nation;  a  people 'oyiUtf 
called  and  chofen  by  God  out  of  all  nations,  to  be  go-  f^  ^ 
vemed  in  a  more  fpecial  and  immediate  manner  by  God  ^w  ««i  ^ 
himfelf,  obliged  to  him  by  peculiar  benefits  and  favours,^  j^' 
d^gned  by  him  to  a  ftparate  manner  of  living;  being ^«'''^^^« 
alfo  perhaps  in  temper  and  difpofition,  as  well  as  in  con-  p.  ass. 
dition  and  circumftances  of  life,  different  from  other  peo- 
ple; whence  laws  convenient  (or  in  a  manner  neceflary) 
for  them  might  not  fo  well  fuit  to    all  others;  upon 
which  ai5counts,  as  other  of  their  laws,  fo  perchance  fome 
pftfilages  in  diis  notable  part  of  them,  may  not  unreafon- 
ably  be  deemed  peculiarly  to  concern  diem;  although 
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however  this  fyftem  doth  more  dire&ly  and  hnmediately 
oblige  that  people,  all  being  formally,  and  in  ftyle  of  law, 
direded  only  to  them,  promulged  in  their  ears,  exprefled 
in  their  language,  inferted  into  the  body  of  their  laws,  as 
a  principal  member  of  them ;  it  being  alfo  exprefsly  call- 
DeuLW.    ed  a  covenant  with  that  people,  {He  declared  unto  yoK, 
£z^.*  '     fays  the  text,  his  covenant^  which  he  commanded  you  to 
xxxir.iy29. pgyjo^rtn,  even  ten  commandments,)  and  accor^ngly  was 
repofed  in  the  ark,  hence  it  feems  named  the  ark  of  the 
covenant f  the  which,  when  all  nations  ihould  be  converted 
to  God,  and  admitted  into  the  Church,  was,  as  the  pro- 
phet Jeremiah  foretold,  to  be  utterly  difcarded  and  laid 
Jer.  iii.  16,  afide ;  {In  thofe  days,  fdth  God  in  him,  they  Jhall  fay  no 
*^'  mare,  The  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord :  neither  Jhall 

it  come  to  mind:  neither  Jhall  they  remember  it;  neither 
Jhall  they  vifit  it ;  neither  Jhall  that  be  done  any  mare.) 
Hence,  although  fome  paflages  herein,  according  to  their 
primary,  Arid,  and  literal  meaning,  might  never  have  been 
intended  umverfally  and  perpetually  to  oblige ; 

Yet,  notwithftanding  tbefe  exceptions,  if  we  confider, 

1.  The  manner  of  its  delivery;  with  what  extraordi- 
nary folemnity  it  was  proclaimed;  how  it  was  didated 
immediately  irom  God's  own  mouth;  and  written  with 
his  finger;  or, 

2.  The  matter  of  it,  containing  the  prime  didates  of 
natural  reafon,  the  chief  rules  of  piety  toward  God,  and 
equity  toward  our  neighbour;    (whence  thofe  elogiei 

Noh.tz.  13.  conferred  on  it,  in  Nehemiah;  Thou  camejl  alfo  down 
upon  mount  Sinai — and  gaveft  them  right  judgments,  and 
true  laws,  good  Jiatutes  and  commandments :  and  by  St 

Rom.  Tii.    Paul ;  The  law  is  holy  ;  the  commandment  holy,  ju/i,  and 

**•  good :  for  that  commendation  doth,  I  fuppofe,  efpecialfy 

refped  this  part  of  the  Jewiih  law,  out  of  which  he 

Rom. vii.7' takes  his  infiance.  Thou  Jhalt  not  covet:)  if  we  alfo  con- 
fider, 

3.  The  end  and  deiign  of  thefe  precepts,  which  was  to 
ground  them  in  true  notions  of  religion,  and  to  difpofe 
them  to  the  practice  of  righteoufnefs ;  tq  render  them 
loyal  and  acceptable  fubjeds  to  God ;  to  promote  God's 
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glory  and  their  own  good;   which  being  exprel&d  inDwt.x.i(i. 
general  concerning  their  law,  doth  more  efpecially  agree 
to  this  fyftem ;  being  as  the  bafe  and  platform,  the  heaft 
and  quinteflence  of  all  their  other  laws ;  the  which  feem 
added  as  fuperftru6tures  on  it,  or  fences  thereof. 

4.  If  we  alfo  coniider,  that  our  Saviour  did  not  dero- 
gate from  this  Law ;  but  declared  his  intention  only  to 
expound  it,  or  to  ampliate  and  extend  it ;  (they  are  the 
words  of  TertuUian  and  Irenseus;)  and  how  the  Apo(Uea 

do  fometimes  allege  fome  pailages  in  it^  as  retaining  fome^^n^^ii*  7« 
authority  and  force  to  oblige. 

5«  Confidering  alfo,  farther,  that  there  is  no  command- 
ment herein  (howfoever  according  to  its  immediate  and 
dired  fenfe  feeming  peculiar  to  that  people)  which  may 
not  in  a  larger,  or  in  a  myilerious  and  fpiritual  meanings 
which  at  lead  may  not  according  to  good  analogy^  or 
parity  of  reafon,  concern  us ;  obliging  us,  if  not  by  dired 
authority  in  pun£tual  manner  to  the  very  fame  thing,  yet, 
as  a  fignification  of  God's  pleafure  and  approbation,  to 
fomewhat  anfwerable  and  like  thereto. 

5.  Laftly,  If  we  confider  that  all,  or  the  greateft  part 
of,  the  main  duties  concerning  us  are  either  pldnly  ex- 
prefled,  or  clofely  infinuated  in  them ;  or  may  at  lead  be 
tonveniently  reduced  to  them ;  our  Saviour  himfelf  hav- 
ing gone  before,  direSing  us  in  the  matter  and  manner  of 
doing  it :  % 

Confidering,  I  fay,  thefe  things,  we  have  no  fmall  reafon 
ta  yield  great  veneration  to  this  ancient  fyftem  of  pre- 
cepts ;  and  to  acknowledge  the  great  ufe  thereof  in  order 
to  the  gmdance  of  our  life  and  pradice :  we  accordingly 
<hall  fo  defcant  thereon,  as  by  confidering  the  main  drift, 
intrinfic  reafon,  and  fpiritual  intention  of  each  particular, 
to  reduce  the  chief  precepts  of  Chriftian  do£trine  which 
oblige  us  thereto. 

Premifing  thus  much,  I  addrefs  my  difcourfe  to  the 
particulars  >  omitting  all  controverted  niceties  concem- 
iog  the  divifion  thereof,  and  all  circumftantial  queftions ; 
tooching  only  fuch  things  as  fhall  appear  fubftantial  and 
ufefiil. 

M  m  4 
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THIS  18  a  title,  or  fuperfcripUon,  like  the  Par  da  k 
Roi  (by  the  King)  at  the  head  of  a  proclaination,  dechuv 
ing  from  whom,  and  m  what  manner,  that  which  fbUowt 
doth  come ;  and  therefore  implying  what  it-  is,  and  how 
it  fhould  be  received. 

dSod  ^fie  i  It  comes  from  Go4,  as  author ;  and  that 
moft  immediately,  as  it  were,  from  his  owm  moolh ;  aad 
hath  confequently  the  nature  and  force  of  a  ]aw>  €MigLng 
to  higheft  regard  and  obedience ;  as  that  wUok  proceed* 
eth  from  the  moft  fovereign,  unqueftionaible,  and  unocm- 
troHable  authority;  which  is  promulged  lu  a  way  laoft 
esrident  and  moft  direft :  every  figi^fioalion  of*  Qod!9 
purpofe  or  pleafure  is  ufuatty  called  God'S;  word ;  fcv 

Heb.  i.  1.  €hd^  as  the  Apofile  fays,  in  divers  kinds  andi  ma$meif3M 
Jpeak  unto  the  fathers;  and*  to  every- ibcb- word  our-  en 
fliould  be  attentive,  our  heart  (hould  be  fubmiffivey  oq9 
hand  (hould  be  obedient ;  but  especially  they*  fliould  1m 
fo,  when  God  himfelf  immediately  declares  his  miBd»and 
will*;  as  he  did  notorioufly  in  this  cafe,  by  a  gpieat^CHCe, 
diftin£Uy  audible  and  intelligible,  miraculoufly  formed  by 

Deut.T. 94. himfelf;  Behold,  fay  the  people,  the  Lord- our  Ood  kuik 
Jhewed  us  his  glory  and  his  greatnefs,  and  we  have  heard 
his  voice  out  of  the  midft  of  the  fire:  we  havefeem.  thU  dof 
fhat  God  doth  talk  with  man,  and  he  liveth:  and  ifwjiiat*' 
ever  is  in  God's  name  (by  meflage  of  angels,  by  infpi- 
ration  of  men,  or  by  any  other  ways)  revested,  moft  be 
entertained  with  all  fubmifs  refped,  what  regard  ia  due 
to  that  word,  which  God  is  pleafed,  not  by  his  miniflers 
and  inftruments,  but  himfelf  in  perfon,  as  it  were,  to  pro- 
nounce I 

^j^efe  tDOI^t  that  is,  thefe  fpoeches  or-  fenteaoes; 
(for  fo  a  word  in  Scripture  ftyle  fignifieth^)  or  thefe 
things  and  matters;  (for  the  Hebrew  word  debarim^  aa  the 
Greek  p{iii,oera,  fignifieth  both  words  ajnd  things:}  they  are 

Exod.        feveral  times  in  the  Pentateud>' called  the  teti  woeds,  or 

Deukwf*  ^^  things;  whence  the  fyftem  of  them  is  nsuned  the  J9r- 
13.S.9.     cahgue. 
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All  ikefe  wosrds:  all,  without  diftindion  or  exoeptioii|Jam.ii.io» 
did  proceed  from  the  lanie  authority,  and  in  the  (amejl^^ 
Hianner  ;  and  all  therefore  do  require  the  like  regard  and 
obfisrvance  lo  be  yielded  to  them. 

3  am  tfjZ  ILorD ;  or,  /  am  Jehovah^  thy  God,  which 
brought  thee  aui  of  the  land  of  Egypt : 

THESE  words  are  by  fome  taken  for  a  precept,  enjoining 
the  acknowledgment  and  acceptance  of  God,  anfwerable 
ta  what  is  here  implied ;  and  confequently  all  the  pofitive 
duties  of  religion,  deducible  hence :  but  we  fee  the  ftyle 
19  dedamtlve  and  ailertive,  not  dire£Uy  imperative ;  and 
fo  it  may  pajb  rather  as  a  preface,  farther  enforcing  obli- 
gatioa  to  obedience ;  wherein  are  exprefled  or  intimated 
the  chief  reafons  upon  which  it  is  grounded ;  every  word 
•cmtaini^g  in  it  ibmewhat  of  remarkable  emphafis. 

/  am  Jehovah  ;  or  that  very  iame  God,  who  under  this 
appellation  difcovered  myfelf  to  thy  forefathers;  who 
eoaAed  a  fpecial  covenant  with  them;  who  received 
homage,  worfliip,  and  engagements  to  fervice  from  them ; 
who  pBomifed  e^iecial  proteSion  and  favour  to  them  and 
ta  thftr  feed;,  that  Jehovah,  who  indeed  am,  what  this 
namfi  importeth,  the  only  true  and  real  God;  eternal,  in- 
dependent^  and  indefedible  in  eflence ;  true  and  infallible 
in  word;  conftant  and  immutable  in  purpofe;  firm  and 
jGAithfiilin  performance  of  whatever  I  promife  or  threaten: 
that  fjunoi  J«Aot/aA  I  am :  to  whofe  words  therefore,  upon 
til  accounts  of.  reafon,  of  duty,  of  interefi,.thou  particu- 
lady  doftiowe-moft  fubmiffive  attention  and  obedience. 

TRjf   God:  that  fupereminent  B^ng  and  Power,  to 
whom  thou,  peculiarly  doft*  owe  worfhip  and  honour,  lova 
and  affeAion,  duty  and  fervice :  who  although  he  be  in* 
dnd^lhe  Lord  of  all*  the:world,  yet  beareth  a  fpecial  re- 
lation, unto  thee;  Behaving chof em  and  avouched  thee  to  ^Deac.Tii.6. 
aijpeaml  people  to  hknfidjf^  above  all  the  people  that  ore^^\^ 
upetiitkefaee  ofthdearih*;  hax^ing  promiied  thee  to  make  j^^ut,  xtwi 
iheaiUgh  abevejall  oatumSi  which  he  hath  made,  in  praife^  i^* . 
ami  m  wane^amd  in  honour  ;  and  having  by  many  fignai 
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demonftrations  of  favour  and  mercy  confirmed  to  thee  the 

performance  of  his  covenant  and  promife ;  thou  alio  rect- 

Dear.  xxvi.  procally  having  avowed  me  to  be  thy  God,  to  walk  in  mjf 

**•  waySf  to  keep  myjlatutes,  my  commandments,  my  judg^ 

mentSy  and  to  hearken  to  my  voice. 

nR&o  brou^t  tbtt  out  of  tfft  l^anH  of  QKgpiK;  mat  of 

tj^e  ^ufe  of  IBottOase: 

THIS  IS  a  particular  and  moft  remarkable  inftance,  hj 
which  it  appeareth  what  God  it  is  that  doth  thus  impofe 
law  upon  them,  and  how  they  arie  obliged  to  entertmn 
it :  that  God  it  is,  who  in  purfuanoe  of  his  fingular  fa- 
vour toward  thee,  and  of  his  covenant  made  with  the^ 
hath  particularly  obliged  thee  by  fo  eminent  a  benefit,  in 
a  manner  fo  full  of  wonder  in  itfelf,  fo  full  of  grace  to- 
ward thee,  delivering  thee  from  faddeft  oppreffion  and 
flavery,  brin^g  thee  into  a  defirable  ftate  of  prefent  li- 
berty, and  of  fure  tendency  (not  otherwife  than  by  thy 
fault  to  be  fruftrated)  toward  enjoyment  of  reft,  of  plentyi 
of  all  joy  and  comfort  in  the  promifed  land;  declaring 
hereby,  as  his  glorious  and  divine  perfedions  of  wifdom 
and  power,  fo  his  exceeding  goodnefs  toward  thee,  his 
faithful  care  ov6r  thee,  his  readinefs  and  fufiiciency,  in  all 
thy  needs  and  exigencies,  to  prote£^,  preferve,  and  deliver 
thee: 

I  then  being  fuch,  Jehovah^  the  only  true  Grod;  /Ay 
Gody  by  particular  engagement  and  endearment;  thy 
gracious  and  bountiful  benefador,  not  in  will  only,  but  in 
deed,  do  thus  propound  my  will  unto  thee ;  and  upon  all 
accounts  of  general  and  fpecial  duty,  of  reafon,  of  juftice, 
of  gratitude,  require  thy  regard  and  obfervance  of  what 
follows. 

Now  what  God  in  a  direct  and  literal  fenfe  thus  (peak- 
eth  to  the  Jewifti  people,  may,  according  to  likenefs  of 
cafe  and  parity  of  reafon,  (efpecially  in  a  myftical  and 
fpiritual  way,)  upon  more  confiderable  and  efiedual  ac- 
Heb.iiii.  8.  counts,  be  applied  unto  us  :  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  fuch  no 
lefs  to  us  than  to  them ;  he  is  the  fame  yefterdayy  to  day. 
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for  ever  ;  to  him,  as  to  the  only  true,  eternal,  and 

ughty  God,  the  eflential  Author,  Lord,  and  Gover-^ 

of  all  things,  our  higheft  refpe^t  and  obfervance  are 

;  he  alfo,  in  a  firider  relation,  foiuided  on  higher 

inds,  is  our  God,  having  chofen  us,  and  confecrated  us 

e  efpecially  to  himfdf;   having  received  us  into  a 

sr  confederacy,  (a  new  and  better  covenant y  as  theHeb.Tiii. 

>ftle  calls  it,  eftablijhed  upon  better  promifes;)  having  '  ^*  **" 

ged  us  by  granting  nobler  privileges,  and  difpenfing 

"C  excellent  benefits  to  us :  who  likewife  hath  brought 

ip  out  of  a  fpiritual  £gypt,  and  (late  of  infinitely  more 

tched  bondage ;  hath  refcued  us  from  the  tyrannical 

linion  of  Satan,  (a  far  more  intolerably  cruel  and  hard 

let  than  any  Pharaoh;)  hath  freed  us  from  ferving  fin 

lur  fouls  and  bodies,  a  far  harder  fervice  than  making 

ks,  or  any  bodily  toil  can  be;  who  hath  conduced  us 

he  way,  and  conferred  on  us  an  aflured  hope,  (if  we  be 

wanting  to  ourfelves  and  our  duty,)  of  entering  into 

heavenly  Canaan,  a  place  of  perfed:  reft  and  uncon- 

^able  blifs;  who,  as  St.  Paul  exprefleth  it,  hath  deli- Coll  13. 

id  us  from  the  power  ofdarknefs,  and  trariflated  us  into 

kingdom  of  his  moji  beloved  Son:  who  therefore  here, 

ording  to  fpiritual  intent,  may  be  underftood  to  fpeak 

I  higher  ftrain  to  us ;  juftly  exacting  a  more  punctual 

1  accurate  obedience  to  his  conmiandments.    But  fo 

ch  for  that  part  which  feems  introdu£tory. 

%tm  Hialt  |ga6(  iio  otj^er  (Btm  before  me.        m^dm^enu 

T  is  in  the  Hebrew,  There  fhall  be  to  thee  no  other  Matt.  ir. 

ds  (or  no  ftrange  Gods ;  for  alii  fome  render  it,  fome 

?fti,)  '^SQ  hv  {dlpani)  to  my  face,  or  at  my.face;  that 

in  comparifon,  or  competition  with  me ;  fo  as  to  be 

ifronted  to  me ;  or  together  and  in  confort  with  me : 

m  hey  faith  God  otherwhere,  and  there  is  no  God  ^lOif  Deutuxii. 

wiadhi)  with  me,  or  befide  me;  txX^v  i/utou,  the  LXX.H^ 

ider  it ;  and  fo  the  phrafe  commonly  importeth ;  as  in 

It  laying  of  the  Scribe,  anfwering  to  this ;  There  is  one  Mark  iiu 

d,  xeu  oux  «mv  oXAo;  txA^y  aurou,  and  there  is  no  other  ^^' 

k1  befide  him  :  but  we  need  not  criticife  on  the  words^ 


540  ^^  Expofititm  of  the  Decalogue. 

the  fenfe  bang  p]ain;  as  containing  a  prohibition  of  id*- 
fiiming  any  other  into  partnerfliip  with  the  one  true  God; 
aoknowled^ng,  in  mind  or  in  outward  expreffion,  Any  other 
for  God.  The  precept,  as  moft  of  the  red,  is  in  fotm  iie« 
gative  and  prohibitive,  but  fuppofeth  and  impKeth  fome- 
what  affirmative  and  pofitive;  as  the  reft  alfo  may  be 
conceived  to  do :  it  implies  this  affirmative  precept,  Thoa 
(halt  have  me  for  thy  God.  Now  to  have  for  our  God, 
figrafies,  as  to  internal  difpofition  of  mind,  a  moft  b^ 
efteem,  honour,  dread,  and  loVe  of  that  Beings  as  endued 
with  attributes  and  perfections  fuperlatively  exceUent; 
the  admiring  all  his  works,  approving  all  his  adioils,  a6* 
^tvneTeing  in  all  his  proceedings  and  dealings  with  us;  the 
repofing  our  hope  and  truft  in  him,  as  moft  able  and  wil* 
ling  to  help  us,  and  do  us  good:  in  outward  expreffion,  to 
acknowledge,  praiie,  and  blefs  him  as  fucb;  to  yield  aS 
fitting  demonftratioiis  of  refpeft  to  his  name,  and  to 
whatever  is  fpecially  related  to  him ;  patiently  to  fubmit 
to  his  will,  and  readily  to  obey  his  commandments  e  theft 
principally  and  the  like  a£ts  of  internal  devotion  and  ex- 
ternal piety  are  comprifed  in  the  words,  having  Atm  Jw 
our  Godf  and  we  are  to  underftand  them  here  enjoined  to 
Matt  xiii.  us ;  the  fame  which  is  in  Scripture  called  the  feofingj 
haktx.^f.^^fi^^^Si  ^^  wor/hippingy  the  loving  God  with  all  owr 
Dcut.  Ti.  5.  hearty  and  all  our  Jhuly  and  aU  our  mind,  and  all  ol& 
might. 

This  is  implied:  and  it  is  exprefsly  prohibited  us  to 
yield  tb  any  other  befide  him  the  like  efteem,  acknow- 
ledgment, or  fervice.  That  there  Is  in  truth  but  one  iuch 
beitig,  to  whom  eminently  thofe  afts  are  due,  nature,  an- 
cient tradition,  general  confbilt,  and  efpdciaSy  divine  re*- 
v^lation,  do  affin^  us;  wheretipoh  is  cokifeqtieiit,  thiit 
yielding  them  (yielding,  I  fay,  thofe  opinibnaf^  efttma^ 
tions,  and  aff^fUons  of  our  nnild,  of  thbfe  adknowledg^ 
xiM^t^  and  expreiSons  in  wortf^  or  thdfe  performances  in 
deed  or'  Work,  which  we  before  fpeciiied j  to  any  other 
bdng  whatever,  whether  really  exiftent  in  the  woridj  or 
Xn^sc^y  formed -by  our  imaginaftion,  is  highly  unreaibn- 
abl^,untiefei^ingus^  aiid  unjiift  towasrd  him. 
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•  It  is  highly  unreafonable,  as  falfe  and  groundlefs  in 
{,  as  vain  and  unprofitable  to  us,  as  produ£tive  of 
ly  bad  efleds.  It  is  from  error  in  a  matter  of  the 
lieft  nature  and  maineft  confequence;  and  fo  beyond 

other  miftake  hurtful  to  us^  as  reafonable  and  intel- 
nt  creatures  ;  the  {jLtraXXa^ig  t^$  akifi$ias  tou  0iou  h  r^  Rom.  u  S5« 
b,  the  iranjinuting  the  truth  of  God  into  a  lie,  St.  Paul 
B  it ;  reckoning  it  for  a  grievous  folly  aivl  crime.     It 
.  vanity  of  all  moft  lamentable ;  a  purfuapce  of  iba*  Jer.  U.  is. 
7%y  an  embracing  of  clouds ;  a  building  in  dir,  or  mere 
uity ;  a  leaning  upon  that  which  hath  no  fubftance,  or 
(farength  to  fupport  us ;  a  dreaming  and  doting  upon 
re  nothing ;  whence  thofe  falfe  deities  well  in  Scrip- 
B  are  termed  ixaraui,  vanities;  for  that^  as  they  have  no  Jer.  viU. 
th,  or  fubftance,  or  efficacy  confiderable  in  them,  fo  all  ^as  iiiv. 

*  thoughts,  afie£iions,  expe&ations,  and  labours  are  idly  i»>  &c. 
iemployed,  and  unprofitably  mifpent  upon  them. 

I.  It  is  alfo  a  thing  moft  unbefeeming  us  men,  (whom 

d  hath  placed  in  fo  high  a  rank  of  worth  and  dignity 

ODg  his  creatures ;  who  are  in  our  original  fo  near  of 

^  ib  like  in  nature,  fo  dear  in  relation  and  regard  unto 

4  himfelfj)  to  admire  and  worihip,  to  place  our  choice 

9dioos  upon,  to  afibrd  lowly  fubmiffions  unto,  to  reft 

C  hope  and  confidence  in,  any  other  but  him,  who  alone 

ly  fo  far  excels  us,  and  can  worthily  challenge  fuch  re* 

t^  from  us :  all  flattery  is  bafe  and  unworthy;  but  this 

9II  is  the  worft  and  moft  unbecoming. 

^  To  do  fo,  is  alfo  moft  unjuft  and  injurious  to  God|; 

wjbom,  as  to  the  Author  of  our  being,  and  of  all  our 

od  received  fince,  we  do  owe  all  that  pur  mind  can 

aid  of  reverence,  all  that  our  heart  can  hold  of  a£fec- 

9l»  all  that  oi^r  tongue  can  utter  of  praife,  all  that  our 

Bipft  might  can  perform  of  fervice :  and  fince  the  exhi-  ov  n^irflrS- 

Wf^  to  any.  other  thing  part  of  thefb  muft  needs  not^^]^^'^ 

hf  by  that  communication  debaie  and  derogate  from  their  ^y  <-'«  V- 

9jrt^,  but  alfo  withdraw  them  in  great  meafure  from  ^^^^  41 

fUf  ib  diminifhing.  and  embezzelltng  his  due,  (for  we*<*t^^}l^ 

ottaly  as  our  Saviour  teacheth  us,  together  adhere  unto,  xwm,  Orig. 

slisrve^  divers  mafters;)  therefore  having  any  other  God>  ^'g,'"'  ^* 
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but  the  true  onef  is  a  high  indignity  and  a  hdnous  injury 
to  him. 

This  command  therefore  is  moft  reafonable  upon  many 
accoimts  $  which  as  it  hath  been  in  grofleft  manner  vio- 
lated by  thofe  who  have  not  acknowledged  or  worftiipped 
any  God  at  all^  and  by  thofe  who  have  acknowledged 
klyu  i  m4^  and  adored  many  Gods,  (by  all  Atheifts  and  Poly  thrifts ;) 
^Iwmh^    from  which  tranfgreffions  thereof  we  Chriftians  may  fecm 
Mrkm  mS^  totally  exempt,  who  in  formal  profeffion  and  pra£tice  have 
I25T!!l2r  but  one  God,  (the  Maker  and  Lord  of  all  things,  infinitely 
f^  fy^'  perfeft  and  glorious ;)  yet  there  are  many  fubtle,  and, 
7<^i7nm     perchance^  no  lefs  mifchievous  tranfgreflions  thereof,  of 
JT  ^J^  which  even  we  may  be  very  guilty,  and  to  which  we  are 
rMMM/Mi.    very  obnoxious.  If  we  do  not  with  all  our  hearts  reverence 
f^^'^f**and  love  the  moft  wife  and  powerful,  the  moft  juft  and 
p.  406.       holy,  the  moft  good  and  gracious  God;  if  we  do  not  truft 
miu  p.  938.  ^nd  hope  in  him,  as  the  fountain  of  all  our  good ;  if  we 
VdJi'd  ^^  "^^  diligently  worfliip  and  praife  him;  if  we  do  not 
CD. 4. 31. humbly  fubmit  to  his  will  and  obey  his  laws^  we  break 
the  pofitive  intent  of  this  law,  not  having  him  for  our 
God ;  being  indeed  like  thofe  of  whom  St.  Paul  fpeaketbj 
Tit  i.  16.    who  profefs  to  know  God,  (that  is,  who  in  words  and  out- 
ward pretence  acknowledge  him,)  hut  in  works  deny  him, 
being  abominable,  and  difobedient,  and  to  every  good  work 
reprobate.    Likewife,  if  we  frame  in  our  fancy  an  idea  un- 
true, difagreeable  unto,  or  unworthy  of,  that  one  moft  ex- 
cellent Being,  and  to  fuch  a  phantafm  of  our  own  creation 
do  yield  our  higheft  refpe£ls  and  beft  afiedions,  we  break 
this  law,  and  have  another  God  to  ourfelves.     If  upon 
any  creature  (whether  ourfelves  or  any  other  thing)  we 
impart  our  chief  efteem  or  afie£tion,  or  employ  our  moft 
eameft  care  and  endeavour,  or  chiefly  rely  upon  it^  or  moft 
delight  in  it,  that  thing  we  make  a  god  imto  us,  and  are 
guilty  of  breaking  this  law.    Hence  St.  Paul  more  than 
Eph.Y.  5.  once  calls  the  covetous  (or  wrongful)  perfon  an  idolater; 
Coldr.iii.  5.^11^  our  LfOrd  calls  the  immoderate  purfuit  of  riches^  the 
'  ferving  (or  worftiipping)  of  Mammon ;  aiid  St.  Paul  ipeak- 
9Tim.iii.4.eth  of  fome  perfons  who  were  fi}Jfiofot  iia?J<of  ^  ^X/ibtot, 
lovers  of  pleafure  rather  than  lovers  of  God;  of  whom 
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terwfaere  he  Ikys,  thai  their  God  was  tlieir  belly:  we  Phil.  Hi.  19. 
et  with  thofe  in  the  Scripture,  who  put  their  tnifts  in  PT.  xz.  7. 
ir  horfes  and  their  chariots;  with  thofe,  y/ho  facrifice  to  Hab.  i.  i«. 
ir  nety  and  bum  incenfe  to  their  drag ;  with  them,  who 
(I  in  many  and  makeflejh  their  arm ;  (men  of  Mezentius's  Jer.  xvii.  5/ 
;h,  ready  to  fay  with  him,  Dextra  mihi  Deus  efty  et  Virg.  jEn. 
am  quod  myfile  libro ;)  with  thofe,  whofe  heart  is  lifted  ^^' 

(as  the  prince  of  Tyre  in  Ezekiel,)  and  who  fay  they  Eztk. 

gods:  thefe,  and  whoever  pra£iife  in  like  manner,  are*^^*^*'^*^^ 
Diany  tranfgreflbrs  of  this  covenant :  in  ihort,  whoever 
efly  regards  and  afTeds,  feeks  and  purfues,  confides 
1  delights  in  wealth,  or  honour,  or  pleafure ;  wit,  wif- 
iD,  ftrength,  or  beauty ;  himfelf,  iriends,  or  any  other 
ature,  he  hath  another  God,  againft  the  defign  and 
aning  of  this  holy  law. 

^tt  IbtUt  not  ma&e  unto  tgee  an^  g^afien  Bfmage,  n.  com- 

THE  firfi  commandment  determined  the  final  objeft  of 
r  religion ;  this  doth  limit  the  manner  of  exercifing  and 
preffing  it;  as  to  the  chief  intent  of  it,  interdicting  that 
>de,  which  in  the  pradice  of  ancient  times  had  fo  gene- 
ly  prevailed,  of  reprefenting  the  deities  (apprehended 
I  in  fome  corporeal  ihape,  and  thereto  yielding  fuch  ex- 
sffions  of  refpe£t,  as  they  conceived  fuitable  and  ac- 
ptable  to  fuch  deities.  I  cannot  Aand  to  declare  the 
t  and  progrefs  of  fuch  a  practice ;  how  the  Devil's  ma- 
e,  and  fome  men's  fraud  confpiring  with  other  men's 
perftitious  ignorance  and  fondnefs,  prevailed  fo  far  to 
ipofe  upon  mankind ;  I  (hall  only  obferve,  that  men  na- 
rally  are  very  prone  to  comply  with  fuggeflions  to  fuch 
ufes  of  religion :  for  as  the  fenfe  of  want,  and  pain,  and 
Emifold  inconvenience,  not  to  be  removed  or  remedied 
r  any  prefent  fenfible  means,  doth  prompt  men  to  wifh 
id  feek  for  help  from  otherwhere;  and  this  difpofes 
em  to  entertain  any  hopes  propounded  to  them  (with 
)w  little  foever  ground  of  probability)  of  receiving  it 
pDi  any  abfent  or  invifible  power;  as  it  alfo  confequently 
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engageth  them  to  undertake  any  conditions  required  by 
thofe  who  propound  fuch  bopes^  as  needful  for  obtuimig 
thereof;  whence  the  ordinary  fort  of  men  are  very  apt  Id 
embrace  any  way  of  religion  fuggefied  to  them,  efpe* 
cially  by  perfons  of  credit^  and  authority  for  knowledge; 
fo  alfo,  when  the  proportion  thereof  doth  come  attended 
with  circumfiantial  appearances^  and  fhows^  gratifying 
their  fenfes,  or  humouring  their  paffionsj  or  delightfully 
amufing  their  fancies^  it  mod  eafily  allures  and  takes 
them ;  as  likewife,  on  the  other  fide,  when  abftradion  of 
mind  and  refiraint  of  paflion  are  required^  and  fenie  or 
fancy  are  little  entertained  thereby,  men  are  fbmewbit 
^verfe  from  fuch  propofals  of  religion,  and  are  not  fo 
eafily  brought  heartily  to  like,  or  earneftly  to  embrace 
them :  wherefore  fince  the  propounding  of  images  and 
fenfible  reprefentations,  (relating  to  fomewhat  not  imme- 
diately difcemedy  from  whence  men  are  proraifed  the  fiip- 
ply  of  their  needs,  or  relief,  from  the  inconveniences 
which  they  endure,)  by  their  magnificency,  beauty,  curi- 
ofity,  ftrangenefs,  or  even  by  their  fenfibility  itfelf,  do 
i^Mf  kwa*-  make  fo  facile  and  pleafant  impreffions  upon  Uie  dull  and 
Hia^'r   ^^^  conceits  of  men ;  it  is  the  lefs  wonderful,  that  men 
diff.  38.      commonly  have  been  fo  eafily  inveigled  into  fuch  idola* 
defcDdeth    ^^^^  fuperftitions,  fo  unreafonable  in  themfelves,  and  of 
idolatiy.     fo  mifchievous  confequence.     For  what  can  be  more 
fenfelefs,  than  to  ima^ne,  that  that  Being,  which  in  wif- 
dom  and  power  is  fufficient  to  overrule  nature,  and  theve- 
by  to  afford  us  the  affiftance  we  need,  may  be  refembM 
by  any  of  thefe  corporeal  things,  the  beft  of  which  we 
cannot,  without  debafing  ourfelves,  efteem  fuperior  to 
ourfelves?  how  unreafonable  is  it  to  conceit  thus,  how 
imworthy  is  it,  and  unfuitable  to  the  dignity  of  our  na« 
tiire,  derived  from  heaven,  to  crouch  unt?o  fuch  mean  rc- 
Afti  xvii.   prefentations !  It  is  St.  Paul's  difcourfe;  B^ng^  faith  he, 
^'*  the  offspring  of  God,  we  ought  not  to  think,  that  the  God- 

head is  like  unto  gold,  orjilver,  orjlone,  graven  by  art  and 
man*s  device.  How  injurious  alfo  to  that  mod  excellent 
nature  mufl:  it  be  to  frame,  and  expofe  to  view,  fuch,  not 
only  homely  and  mean,  but,  in  refpeA  of  the  divine  na- 
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tnre,  moll  foul  and  ugly,  portraitures  of  him,  which  can- 
not but  tend  to  vilify  hira  in  men's  conceit !  ■=  He  that 
*  fhould  form  the  image  of  a  ferpent,  or  a  toad,  and  exhibit 
It  as  the  fimilitude  of  a  king,  would  furely  derogate  much 
from  his  majefiy,  and  beget  very  mean  and  unbefeeming 
concdts  of  his  perfon  in  their  minds  whom  he  (hould 
perfuade  to  take  it  for  fuch ;  and  infinitely  more  muft  he 
detraA  from  the  dignity,  and  diminifh  the  reverence  due 
to  that  immenfe,  almighty,  all-wife,  mod  pure  and  per- 
tt&  Being,  who  (hall  prefume  to  prefent  any  fenlible,  any 
finite,  any  corruptible  thing,  as  a  refemblance  of  him ; 
changing,  as  St.  Paul  exprefleth  it,  lite  glory  of  the  tncor- Rom.  i.  93. 
ruptible  God  into  an  image  made  like  to  corraptil/le  matt, 
and  to  birds,  attd  fourfooied  heafts,  and  creeping  things; 
as  the  Ifraelites  are  faid  to  have  changed  their  glory  (thatPf^cfi-nc. 
is,  their  glorious  God)  into  the  fimilitude  of  an  ox,  that 
eateth  grafs :  no  wonder  it  was,  that  they,  who  ufed  fuch 
expreilions  of  their  religion,  had  fo  low  opinions  concern- 
ing thofe  fuppofed  deities  whom  they  worfhipped ;  that 
they  fuppofol  them  liable  to  fuch  patlions,  fathered  fuch 
actions  upon  thein,  deferibed  them  as  vile  in  their  difpo- 
fitions  and  their  doings,  as  they  reprefented  them  in  their 
fbape:  mod  reafonable  therefore  is  this  prohibition  of 
m^ng  any  refemblance,  of  what  kind  foever,  (by  pi&uref 
fculplitre,  orfttfion,)  in  order  to  religious  adoration ;  and 
yiel^ng  to  them  any  fuch  lignification  of  refped,  which 
the  cullom  or  confent  of  men  hath  appropriated  to  reli- 
gi(Mi;  as  bowing,  &lling  down,  lying  proilmte  before 
them,  or  the  like ;  moll  reafonable,  I  fay ;  for  lince  there 
is  but  one  proper  and  allowable  objeft  of  our  worlliip,  as 
the  lirll  commandment  declares  and  enafts,  the  making 
an  image  of  any  other  exillent  in  nature,  or  devifed  by 
our  own  &ncy  in  order  to  the  worfliip  thereof,  is  but  a 

■wn>  tirUt  a  iXw  nSilir&m  irfmXut  irrh  bM>  V  alr3intH-    Citm.  Stnm. 

T.  p.  4oe. 

The  beiog  ontinuilr  eipoTcd  to  view  doih,  laiih  Clemeni  Aleundrinus, 
extentute  the  venenMitr  or  God ;  ami  towotfliip  tbolntdligiblenilUKbjr 
owiRT  doth  vlliiy  it  dinmth  Ae  bnfe. 
VOL.  V.  K  n 


54^  An  ExpoJUion  of  the  Decalogue. 

purfuance  of  that  unreafonable,  unhandf(Hne^  and  iinjnft 
fuperftition  there  forbidden ;  adding  fome  abfurdity  in  the 
manner  to  the  pravity  in  the  fubftance  of  fuch  worflup. 

And  as  for  that  one  trhe  object  of  our  devodon,  die 
eternal,  immenfe,  and  all-perfe&  God ;  the  glorious  ci- 
cellency  of  whofe  nature  doth  infinitely  tranfbend  oar 
comprehenfion,  and  confequently  of  whom  we  eamoC 
devife  any  refemblance  not  infinitely  beneath  him,  unfike 
to  him,  unworthy  of  him ;  (whereby  we  ftall  not  <fifpa- 
rage  him,  and  expofe  him  to  irreverent  apprehenfioos, 
efpecially  with  the  grofs  vulgar;  whereby  indeed  weflii 
not  cloud  his  true,  inimitable  perfections,  and  affix  imper- 
feftions  to  him ;  blending  inexpreffible  truth  with  appa- 
rent fsilfehood ;)  it  muft  be  therefore  a  pro&ne  folly  td 
pretend  the  reprefenting  him  hf  any  image;  and  the 
doing  of  it  is  upon  fuch  accounts  in  many  places  of  Scrip- 
ture forbidden;  and  that  it  is  fo  here,  according  to  the 
intent  of  this  precept,  is  plsdn  by  that  place  in  Deutero- 
nomy, where  Mofes  reports  the  ground  of  this  prohihi- 
Deut.iv.i5.tion;  Take  ye  therefore^  faith  he,  good  heed  unio  yoirr* 
fehes  ;  for  ye  faw  no  manner  offimUitude  on  the  day  thai 
the  Lordjpake  unto  you  in  Hotel  out  of  the  mid/l  of  the 
fire;  left  you  corrupt^  and  make  you  a  graven  image :  no 
fhape  reprefenting  God  did  appear  at  his  utterance  of 
thefe  laws,  to  prevent  their  framing  any  refemblance  of 
God,  and  taking  occafion  to  pra£Ufe  this  fort  of  worflnp, 
thereby  implied  to  be  unreafonable.    And  the  Prc^het 
Ifaiah  having  in  fublime  language  and  difcourfe  fet  oat 
the  incomparable  greatnefs,  power,  and  majef^  of  God; 
lia.  zl.  IS.  (Who  hath  meq/ured  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand^ 
'~^^'        and  meted  out  heaven  with  ajpan,  and  comprehended  the 
du/i  of  the  earth  in  a  meafure,  and  weighed  the  mauntaini 
in  f coles,  and  the  hills  in  a  balance  j^-bef ore  whom  the  lui- 
tioks  are  as  a  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  counted  as  the 
fmall  dujl  of  a  balance  ;— y^a,  before  whom  all  nations  are 
as  ^nothing,  and  are  counted  to  him  lefs  than  nothing,  and 
vanity  ; — whojitteth  upon  the  circle  of  the  earth,  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof  are  as  grafshoppers  ;  who  flretcheth  out 
the  heavens  as  a  curtain,  andfpreadeth  them  out  as  a  tent 
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to  dwell  in ;)  having,  I  fay,  in  this,  and  more  fuch  ]an<< 
guage,  endeavoured  to  defcribe  the  might  and  majefty  of 
God,  he  infers;  To  wliom  then  will  ye  liken  God?  or  whatiUu  zl.  as. 
Ukenefs  will  ye  compare  unto  him  ?  and  thereupon  he  pro- 
ceeds to  difcourfe  againft  making  images  for  reli^ous  ufe. 
Like  whereto  is  the  difcourfe  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Athe- 
nians; Godf  faith  he,  who  made  the  world  and  all  things  ABaxviu 
thai  are  therein^  being  Lord  of  heaven  and  earthy  dwelleth  ^*""^^' 
not  in  temples  made  with  hands  ;  nor  is  worjhipped  by  the 
hands  of  men ;— t^e  therefore  being  the  offspring  of  God, 
ought  not  to  think  that  the  Godhead  is  like  unto  gold,  or 
finer  J  orjhne^  the  engravement  of  art  and  man's  device: 
in  which  place,  as  the  forming  any  image  to  reprefent  di- 
vine things  is  manifeftly  prohibited,  fo  the  reafons  which 
we  touched  againfl  fuch  prgftice  are  difcemibly  enough 
infinuated.  V 

Neither  (hould  we  omit,  that  this  law  is  confirmed  in 
the  New  Teftament,  and  there  made  a  part  of  God's  new 
law:  for  we  are  therein  often  commanded  to  Jlee  kfo/i, iJohnv.ai. 
not  to  be  idolaters,  to  Jkun  idolatry  as  a  moft  heinous^  ^^[^' 
Giime,  of  the  higheft  rank,  proceeding  from  flefhly  pra-iCor-v.iu, 
vity,  inconfiftent  with  good  confcience,  and  expofing  tbGi^i,%'.3o. 
damnation:  for  the  meaning  and  notion  of  idolatry  ih^^-'i''^?* 
which  places,  why  (hould  we  underftand  it  otherwife,  15.' 
than  according  to  the  plain  fenfe  of  the  word,  which  is 
the  worihip  of  images,  or  refemblances  ?  why  (hould  we 
take  it  otherwife,  than  as  oppofite  to  God's  law,  then  ih 
force?  why  (hould  we  otherwife  expound  it,  than  accord- 
hig  to  the  common  notion  and  acceptance  of  God's  peo- 
ple at  that  time?  The  word  idolatry  was  unknown  to 
other  people  than  the  Jews :  among  the  Jews  it  fignified 
the  Tiolation  of  the  feoond  commandment :  wherefore  the 
obfervance  of  that  commandment  is  eftablKhed  and  en- 
forced by  the  Apoftles.    The  Jews  detefted  the  worfliip- 
|niig  any  images :  their  deteftation  was  grounded  on  this 
law :  they  therefore,  who  eamefily  exhort  them  to  con^ 
tinue  in  deteftation  thereof,  do  confirm  and  enforce  the 
obligation  of  this  law:  nor  can  we  reafonably  fuppofe 
any  diftin&ion^  or  refervation  for  any  idolatry,  (or  any 

N  n  a 
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worihipping  of  images,)  as  lawful  or  allowable  to  Chrtf- 
tians;  iince  the  Apoftles,  as  they  found  it  univerfidly 
prohibited   to  the  Jews,  fo  they  continued   to  charge 
Chrifiians  againfl  it.    This  difcourfe  hath  more  force, 
confidering  that  the  fame  reafon  upon  which  this  law 
was  enafted  doth  itill  apparently  continue ;  men  dill  Hn- 
meafurably  afiefiing  this  fanciful  way  of  religion,  beiiig 
apt  in  the  exercife  thereof  (if  not  curbed  by  a  law)  to 
dote  upon  fenfible  reprefentations ;    being  averfe  from 
raifing  up  their  minds  to  the  only  true  obje£t  of  worflup, 
as  endued  with  intelligible  and  fpiritual  perfe£dons :  this 
the  experience  of  men's  wild  eagemefs  for  images,  re- 
liques,  and  other  fuch  foolifh  trinkets,  which  had  almoft 
qiute  opprefTed  our  religion,  (as  in  many  ages  the  beft  and 
wifeft  men  did  obferve  and  complain,)  doth  plainly  eTiooe. 
We  may  add,  that  if  the^mmon  tradition  and  conlent 
of  the  ancient  Church  is  in  any  cafe  a  ground  of  perfua- 
fion,  or  rule  of  praftice  to  us,  we  are  thence  obliged  to 
difapprove  and  decline  the  wor(hipping  images ;  for  no- 
thing can  be  more  evident,  than  that  all  fuch  wor(hip  was 
not  only  carefully  efchewed,  but  zealoufly  detefted^  by 
the  primitive  Chriftians :  this  is  manifeft  irom  nioft  ex- 
prefs  words  of  the  Fathers  generally  impugning  and  con- 
demning all  worfhip  of  images ;  which  are  as  applicable 
to  that  worfhip  which  hath  been  pra£lifed  among  Chrif- 
tians, as  to  that  of  the  heathens ;  their  expreffions  do  not 
fignify,  nor  their  arguments  prove,  any  thing,  if  any  wor- 
fhip of  images  be  allowable ;  if  they  do  not  as  we^  con- 
demn and  confute  the  modem,  as  the  ancient  Romans; 
they  could  not  with  any  reafon  or  modefly  have  ufed 
fuch  words,  or  urged  fuch  reafons,  if  their  pra£dce  had 
been  like  that  which  afterward  crept  into  the  Church ; 
their  darts   then    ag^nfl  Pagan    idolatry  eafily   might, 
furely  would,  have  been  retorted  on  themfelves;  which  is 
fo  far  from  having  been  done,  that  the  Pagans  accufed 
them  for  having  no  ^  images ;   {Celfus  obje&eth^   faith 


<>  Cur  nullas  am  habent,  templa  nulla,  nulla  nota  fimulacra  ?  Mhmt, 
Confueftis  crimen  nobb  mtximum  impietatti  affigoe,  quod  ncque  «dcs 
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OrigenS  ^hat  we  Jhun  making  allars,  Jlaiues,  andjkrinesy. 
thinking  this  to  be  a  faithful  pledge  {or  mark)  ofourfecret 
communion  together:  this  Origen  anfwers  by  confeffing 
the  matter  of  faft,  but  defending  the  right ;  Not  for  your 
reafon^  faith  he^  we  fhun  thefe  things^  but  ^becaufe  we  by 
the  doHrine  ofJefuSy  having  found  the  true  manner  of  piety 
toward  Godj  do  efchew  thofe  things,  t^hich  in  conceit  or 
appearance  of  piety  do  make  men  impious-^'^and  the  images 
of  Chriftians  are,  (kith  he,  their  virtues,  whereby  they  re* 
femble  God,  and  truly  worjhip  him;  and  every  good  Chrtf" 
tian,  carefully  imitating  God,  is  his  beftjiatue. 

Yea,  the  Fathers  were  fo  far  from  pra£Ufing  worfliip  of 
images,  that  fome  of  them  condemn  the  fimple  making  of 
them ;  calling  the  art  of  doing  it  a  fallacious  art,  intro- 
duced by  the  Devil,  and  forbidden  by  God ;  expounding 
this  commandment  fo,  as  that  in  it  not  only  the  worihip* 
ping,  but  the  forming  any  iimilitude  is  forbidden;  sMofes, 
taitb  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  did  of  old  exprefsly  give  law, 
that  no  carved,  or  fufile,  or  plajlered,  or  painted  por* 
traiture,  or  imagery  Jhould  be  made  ;  that  we  Jhould  not 
attend  to  fenfible  things,  but  pafs  to  things  intelligible : 
and  ^  Tertullian  in  feveral  places  faith  the  fame.  Whe- 
ther their  expofition  (concurring,  it  feems,  with  the  com- 
ooion  opinion  of  the  Jews  in  their  time),  were  true,  I  fhall 

Hicns  venentionis  ad  ofEcia  conflruamus,  non  Deorum  alicujus  fimulacrum 
oonllitttamus,  aut  formam,  &c.    Arnoh.  6. 

p.  989. 

•O  Hm0m  rat  h»t/4*vt  JMm  yXm^tfmt  t%x*»S  l^»ty^^M9  g  «y}^vr««'Mi«v  U  rJr 
mmy  mvrif  r«Xirt/««  i^nXcri.     Phtlo  de  Gig, 

wiftCiimtf  ftvyfUf  t»  f«»rc#/»  tvnCi/ftf  Jt^Ctst  vtwfrm^  &C.     Fid,  Ttrt.  d§ 
Idoi*  iii.  iv.  p.  3B9»  390. 

m^X^ifUtf  M  Hk  vk  unrSk  fttrUfnity  ftc.     Cltm,  Strom,  v.  p.  40t. 

rSw  kyun  iyrnXfut,  p.  411. 

^  Tertul.  de  Spe£tac.  cap.  33.  de  Idol.  3,  4,  5,  &c.  Contra  Marc.  ii.  M. 
Vid.  Ifcn.  hr.  31,  3a.  Tertul.  de  Idol,  per  tot.  Aug.  contra  Fauft.  xf.  4,  ;, 
8t  xU.  18.    Contra  9  Epift.  Pet.  iii.  4. 
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not  now  difcufs ;  that  making  any  fimilitudes  in  order  to 
worihip  is  prohibited,  is  moft  evident. 

In  fine,  divers  of  the  Fathers  fay,  that  all  the  commands 
in  the  Decalogue,  excepting  the  Sabbath^  do  continue  in 
force,  as  naturally  obligatory,  and  as  confirmed  by  the 
Chriflian  law:  for  infiance,  St.  Auguitine,  in  his  ii9di 
Epiftle,  fpeaketh  thus ;  The  other  precepts  (excepdi^  the 
Sabbath)  there  (in  the  Decalogue)  we  do  olferve  prcperfy, 
as  they  are  commanded,  without  any  figurate  objervaiien; 
for  we  have  manifeftly  learned^  not  to  worjhip  idolSf  and 
not  to  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God  in  vain,  to  homnr 
father  and  mother,  &c.  do  not  figurately  pretend  one  tkmg 
and  myjiically  Jignify  another  thing,  but  are  fo  obferved  as 
they  found. 

But  fo  much  for  the  prohibition :  I  (hall  add,  that  we 
may  conceive  this  pofitive  precept  implied,  and  intended 
here ;  That  in  our  devotions  and  religious  fervioea  of  Go^ 
we  fhould  raife  our  mind  above  grofs  fenfe  and  fiuicy; 
that  we  fhould  entertain  high  and  worthy  conceptions  of 
God ;  that  we  fhould  apprehend  him  incomparably  fu« 
perior  to  all  things  which  we  do  fee  or  know;  that  we 
direft  our  minds  unto  him  as  to  a  Being  tranfcendently 
perfect  in  goodnefs,  juftice,  wifdom,  and  power,  above 
what  we  can  comprehend  and  think;  that  which  our 
1°^  oi^'  Saviour  calls  war/hipping  God  in  Jpirit  and  truth  ;  which 
is  (as  I  take  it)  the  fpecial  pofitive  duty  of  this  command- 
ment. 

I  need  not  farther  to  urge,  how  prefumptuous  and  dan- 
gerous the  praftices  of  thofe  men  are,  who,  (to  the  great 
danger  and  fcandal  of  Chriftianity  among  Jews,  and  Ma* 
hometans,  and  men  of  other  religions,)  notwithflandbg 
thefe  commandments  of  God,  backed  with  others  of  the 
fame  import,  frequently  occurring  in  the  holy  Scripture, 
(never,  that  we  find  any  intimation  of,  repealed  or  relaxed,) 
particularly  againfl  that  fignal  one  made  ufe  of  by  our 
Saviour,  Thou  Jhalt  worjhip  the  Lord  thy  God,  atid  him 
only  Jhalt  thou  ferve;  without  any  ancient  good  authority 
or  example,  without  any  neceffity  or  good  reafon  indue* 
ing,  do  not  only  yield  themfelves^  but  violently  foive 
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others  to  yield  unto  angels^  and  unto  the  fouls  of  dead 
men,  (men  of  dubious  ftate  in  reference  to  God,  not  hav* 
ing  pafled  the  laft  trial  and  judgment,  the  refult  whereof 
it  b  a  profane  temerity  in  us  peremptorily  to  anticipate,) 
iU  kinds  of  worflup,  both  internal  (repofing  truft  and  hope 
in  them  of  obtaining  benefits  from  them ;  attributing  unto 
them  in  their  efleem  the  knowledge  and  power  which,  for 
ill  that  we  can  know,  are  incommunicably  proper  unto 
Grod  himfelf)  and  external,  of  prayer  and  invocation,  of 
praife  and  thankigiving ;  and  not  only  thus,  as  to  the  fub- 
tbmce,  imparting  a  kind  of  divine  worfhip  to  them,  bat,  as 
tt>  the  manner,  ere£^ing  images  of  them,  even  in  the  places 
devoted  to  God's  own  fervice,  and  affording  to  them  the 
fame  expreflions  of  reverence  and  refped,  that  we  do  or 
can  prefent  unto  God  himfelf,  (with  great  folemnity  dedi- 
cating fuch  images  to  them,  with  huge  care  and  cofl 
decking  them,  with  great  femblance  of  devotion  fainting 
them,  and  cafUng  tbemfelves  down  before  them ;  carry- 
mg  them  in  proceflion,  expofing  them  to  the  people,  and 
uacking  long  pilgrimages  to  them  ;)  fo  that  inilead  of  the 
^ritual  worfhip  of  God  himfelf,  peculiarly  required  of 
Chriftians,  and  to  which  our  religion  is  perfeftly  fuited ; 
k  reli^on  chiefly  employing  fenfe  and  fancy,  and  for  the 
greateft  part  dire6led  unto  tjie  reprefentations  of  creatures, 
Ib  fubflituted,  in  defpite,  as  it  were,  and  in  defiance  oi 
ifaefe  commandments ;  the  plain  force  of  which  they  en- 
Efeavour  to  elude  and  evade  by  flender  pretences  and  fub- 
tfe  difUndions,  by  the  like  to  which  there  is  no  law 
Miiith  may  not  as  eafily  be  rendered  infignificant  and  in- 
laid ;  never  in  the  mean  time  confidering,  that  thefe  laws 
^0Ot^  not  given  to  employ  the  wits  of  fophKlers  and 
tUioolmen,  but  to  dired:  the  pra£Uce  of  imde  and  plain 
ptople ;  to  which  purpofe  no  law,  after  fuch  artifls  have 
\&jSi  the  handling  of  it,  can  figrufy  arty  thing ;  nothing 
b<&g  fo  clear,  which  by  their  cavillations  and  quirks  they 
cannot  confound ;  nothing  fo  fmooth,  wherein  they  cannot 
find  or  mkke  knots. 

There  is   fubjoined  to  thefe  two  commandments  (as 
we  reckon  them ;  others  have  accounted  them  but  one  3  Sc.  Auftin, 

jj  n  4  ' 
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and  their  opinion  is  fomewbat  countenanced  by  what  is 
added  here  feeming  to  bear  a  common  refped  to  both; 
there  is,  I  fay,  fubjoined)  a  reafon,  or  rather  a  contexture 
o(  reafons,  ftrongly  preiling  and  encouraging  to  obedience, 
deterring  and  difcouraging  from  difobedience  to  them,  or 
uideed  generally  to  all  God's  commandments,  but  efpe- 
cially  unto  thefe,  mod  immediately  relating  to  him : 

i^;  31  tge  itotti  ^p  dDoti  am  a  |ealou0  dSoti ;  (am  El 

kanahy  fortis  zelotes,  as  the  Vulgar  Latin  reads 
it :  it  may  seem  to  have  been  a  name  of  God, 
implying,  as  all  the  other  names  of  Grod  do,  some 
attribute  of  God  ;  for  it  is  in  the  34th  of  Exodus 
Eiod.  said,   TTiou  shall  worship  no  other  God;  for  the 

Lord^  whose  name  is  •Zealous,  or  Kana^  is  a 
jealofus  God;) 

I  AM  a  jealous  God;  that  is,  a  God  very  tender  of  my 
honour,  and  of  my  right ;  who  am  impatient  of  any  mate, 
or  competitor,  in  refpe£t  to  thofe  duties  which  properly 
and  incommunicably  belong  unto  me ;  /  amy  faith  God  in 

Ifsuzlii.  8.  the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  the  Lord;  that  is  my  name,  and  my 
glory  I  will  not  give  to  another^  nor  my  praife  to  graven 
images.  This  jealoufy  doth  contain  in  it,  not  only  a  ftrong 
diflike,  but  a  fierce  difpleafure  againft  the  infringers  of 

Dcut.iv.a4.  thefe  laws ;  For  the  Lord  thy  God  (faith  Mofes  in  Deutero- 
nomy, prefling  the  obfervance  of  this  fame  precept,  con- 
cerning the  worfliip  of  images)  is  a  confuming  fire,  he  is  a 
jealous  God :  and  if  God  be  thus  jealous,  fo  eafily  pro- 
voked to  indignation  by  our  detracting  his  due  honour, 
and  imparting  it  to  any  other,  we  have  great  reafon  to  be 

PClxxvi. 7.afraid  of  incurring  the  guilt  of  either;  for  who  canjland 
in  his  fight,  when  he  is  angry  ?  who  can  fupport  the  effeSts 
of  bis  difpleafure  ? 
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WMtin^  tge  intquitp  of  t&e  JFatj^tf  upon  tge  CM- 
tiren,  unto  rge  tgirti  and  fourth  CDenerdtton  of  ^em 
tftat  tatt  me ; 

VISITING  the  iniquities  of  fathers  upon  the  children : 
God  doth  not  only  punifh  thofe  perfons  tbemfelves,  who 
commit  notorious  and  heinous  fins,  (fuch  as  thefe  of  ido- 
latry and  profanenefs,  whereby  he  is  publickly  wronged 
and  diOionoured,)  but  the  more  to  deter  men,  (who  na- 
turally bear  much  regard  to  their  pofterity,  and  are  afraid 
to  be,  afhamed  to  appear,  the  caufes  of  ruin  and  calamity 
to  their  family,)   he  declareth  that  in  refpeft  to  their 
doings  it  (hall  go  ill  with  their  pofterity ;  they  (hall  there- 
fore be  more  ftriAly  and  feverely  dealt  with;  they  fhall 
upon  this  fcore  be  capable  of  lefs  favour  and  mercy  from 
God,  than  otherwife  they  might  have  been  :  for  we  muft 
not  hereby  underftand,  that  God  will  arbitrarily  inflift 
undeferved  pains  upon  the  children  of  bad  men  for  the 
&ults  of  their  anceftors,  (God  doth  exprefsly  difclaim  fuch 
kind  of  proceeding ;  T/ie  fon  Jhall  not  bear  the  iniquity  ofuztV,  xviii. 
the  father;  the  foul  that  fnneth  itjiiall  die;  faith  he  in  the*®' 
Prophet:  and.  Every  one  Jhall  die  for  his  own  iniquity  ;jyt}it,xxA7, 
Every  man  that  eateth  the  four  grape,  his  teeth  Jhall  befet]^'       . 
on  edgCf)  but  that  he  will  upon  that  account  withdraw  his  ao. 
firee  favours  from  them ;  that  meafure  of  grace  and  indul- 
gence, which  otherwife  the  fon  of  fuch  a  perfon  (had  he 
not  been  a  great  traitor  againft  God)  might,  acpording  to 
the  general  courfe  of  God's  goodnefs,  have  received,  the 
which  might  have  more  efiedually  reftrained  him  from 
fin^  and  confequently  have  prevented  his  guilt  and  his 
punifhment,  God  may  well  (in  confidence  with  his  jufiice 
and  goodnefs,  to  manifeft  his  detefiation  of  heinous  wick- 
ednefs)  withhold  from  him.    Such  a  fon,  if  he  do  fall  into 
perfonal  offences,  (for  that  alfo  is  to  be  underftood ;  other- 
wife,  fuch  is  the  goodnefs  of  God,  that  he  hath  declared, 
if  d  fon  feeing  his  father* s  fins,  and  conjidering,  doeth  no/szek.  xTliS. 
the  like,  he  Jhall  not  die  for  the  iniquity  of  his  father,  bui^^»  *^' 
JftoUfurely  live;  \L  I  lay,  he  falleth  into  peifonal  finsj) 
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Gkxl  will  vifit;  that  is,  will  ufe  a  clofe  infpe&ion  and 
animadverfion  upon  him,  will  feverely  puniih  and  avenge 
his  (in ;  not  only  upon  his  own,  but  on  his  father's  ac- 
count; examples  of  which  proceeding  do  in  the  divine 

1  Kings  xi.  hiftories  frequently  occur ;  in  Solomon,  in  Jeroboam,  in 

^?.:  **7"  ^.^"  Baafha,  in  Ahab,  in  Jehu,  and  in  others. 

Zltl.34«ZlV-  9  9  7 

10.  xvi.  a.  £)f  ^em  tftat  gate  me.  We  may  obferve  that  in  the 
^  Kings  Scripture  (lyle  the  tranfgreflbrs  of  God's  laws  are  termed 
^'®*^*'*®' haters  and  enemies  of  God;  becaufe  their  adions  fignify 
Job  xxyii.  a  difpofition  of  mind  in  them  repugnant  to  the  mind  of 
**'  God ;  and  becaufe  by  them  they  refill  and  oppofe  God's 

will :  no  wonder  then  if  God  deal  thus  feverely  with 
them. 

But  God  not  only  deters  from  difobedience  by  threat- 
ening a  train  of  punifhments,  but  he  encourageth  to  obe- 
dience by  a  declaration  of  his  intention,  (or  promife,) 
gracioufly  to  reward,  not  only  upon  the  obedient  perfons 
themfelves,  biit  upon  their  pofterity  for  ever,  (in  a  manner,) 
unto  thoufands,  that  is,  unto  a  thoufand  defcents : 

f^tttoin^  sptctp  mto  tffoutanta  of  tBem  tbat  lode 
me,  anti  iieep  mp  eommatt])menr{(. 

Vid.  Deut.      SHEWING  mercy :  God  doth  not  abfolutely  promife 
^"'  ^        that  he  will  forbear  to  punifli  the  pofterity  of  good  men,  in 
cafe  they  offend,  but  that  he  will  fhew  mercy,  and  deal 
the  more  favourably  with  them  in  that  refpe6t :  his  mean- 
ing and  method  in  thefe  cafes  are  plainly  reprefented  in 
Pf.  Ixizis.  thofe  words  concerning  David ;  If  his  children  forfake  my 
9  Cfaion.    t(xwy  and  walk  not  in  my  judgments;  if  they  break  iky 
"*•  5^*      JiatuteSy  and  keep  not  my  commandments  ;  then  will  Ivjfii 
their  tranfgrejfion  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquity  with 
Jlripes :  neverthelefs  my  lovingkindnefs  will  I  ndt  utt&bjf 
take  from  him :  God  declaries  he  will  pilniih  the  offend- 
ing children  of  very  good  men,  yet  fo  that  their  mifdeeds 
(ball  not  interrupt  his  kindhefs  toward  the  reft  of  their 
T^cwJ'^tl  P<>ftcrity,  or  abblifti  his  remembrance  of  their  goodnefs  : 
Dcut.hr.87.  fo  we  may  fee  God  dealt  with  Abraham  and  the  Patri- 
49.         'arch's,  paffiig  by  (in  memory  of  thebJove  and  revtvexicc 

Ezod4i.d4.  ^ 
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0  hiniy  and  their  faithfiil  obedience  to  his  will)  the  mani- 
bld  provocations  of  their  pofterity ;  fo  that  he  did  not  for 

1  long  traA  of  time,  and  after  many  generations  palTed, 
iiffer  them  (according  as  their  perfonal  demeanour  highly 
leferved)  to  incur  ruin :  upon  this  confideration  he  brought 
,hem  out  of  Egypt,  he  fettled  them  in  Canaan,  he  fre- 
quently delivered  them  from  their  enemies,  he  reftoiM 
hem  from  oppreflions  and  captivities;   as  is  often  ex- 
prefled  and  iniinuated  in  Scripture.     So  alfo  it  is  fre- 1  Kings  li. 
]uently  mentioned,  that  for  David's  fake,  his  pofterity,3jv!4. 
ilthough  highly  provoking  God  by  their  mifcarriages, ^- *^"*?- 
was  prote&ed  and  preferved;  I  cannot  (land  to  mention  35. 
places.     I  fhall  only  farther  note,  that  v^^hich  is  very  ob- 

trious  and  mod  remarkable  here,  the  difference  between 
Grod's  proceeding  in  way  of  feverity  and  in  way  of  favour ; 
by  a  vaft  proportion  the  expreflions  of  God's  mercy  do 
exceed  thofe  of  judice,  although  both  infilling  upon  like 
(Mr  correfpondent  grounds  uA^  vifiieih  the  iniquities  of  dis- 
obedient fathers  unto  the  mird  or  fourth  generation^  but  he 
flieweth  mercy  to  a  thoufond  generations  of  thofe  that  love 
and  obey  him ;  he  foon  forgetteth  the  wrongs  done,  but 
he  long  retaineth  in  memory  the  fervices  performed  to 
him :  which  confideration  (hould  work  upon  our  ingenuity, 
and  engage  us  vtrillingly  to  obey  fo  gracious  a  Lord. 

It  is  aUb  obfervable,  that  as  difobedience  is  flyled  hatred 
of  God,  fo  loving  God  and  keeping  his  commandments  are 
conjoined  as  terms  equivalent :  they  are  indeed  infeparably 
cbmie^ed,  love  being  a  certain  caufe  of  obedience,  obe- 
Amce  an  infallible  fign  of  love ;  He  that  hath  my  com"  John  ziv. 
iHandvnents,  and  olferveth  them,  he  it  is,  faith  our  Saviour,  ^^'  ^^' 
thai  loveth  me :  and.  If  any  man  loveth  me,  he  will  keep iohnioMu 
ftny  word.    But  I  pafs  forward  to  the  next,  ^*' 

®|^u  16alt  not  tafie  tf^t  fi^mz  of  tge  lUxxh  t&p  dDoti  m.  com- 
m  ftatn,  foj  tfie  lUirft  tofll  not  fiolft  fiim  suiWrijj  "^^''''• 
^at  tdiietg  &i0  il^dtne  in  datn. 

IT  confifteth,  we  fee,  of  a  precept,  and  of  a  reafon  de- 
terring from  difobedience  thereto,  by  declaring  or  threat^ 
ening  the  mifchief  enfuing  thereon. 
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The  precept  is,  Thou  JkaU  not  take  the  name  ^  the 

Lord  thy  God  in  vain  :  it  might  be  rendered,  Thou  (halt 

not  bring  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  to  a  vanity,  (or 

Levit.xiz.  to  a  lie,  for  fo  the  word  TTWj  Jhavehy  frequently  im- 

**•  porteth;)  that  is,  (as  it  feems  interpreted  in  a  parallel 

place,  where  mod  of  thefe  laws  are  repeated,  inculcated^ 

aid  fenced  by  additional  injundions,)  Thoujhalt  notjweaf 

pr.uiv.4.  in  my  name  to  a  falfehood;  and  in  the  24th  Pfalm,  to  lift 


up  one's  foul  to  vanity j  is  explained  by  /wearing  T 
JoC  Arch,   (lemirmak)  to  deceit,  or  falfehood.    Jofephus  exprefleth  it 
'"'  *         by  M  fjLfiZiv)  fauXcp  TOY  0foy  ^/ttvuvai,  to  adjure  God  to  no  bad 
matter,  (or  to  no  falfe  matter,  as  the  word  ^uAof  com- 
monly in  good  writers  is  taken.)     And  our  Lord  himfelf 
in  his  Sermon  on  the  Mount  feemeth  to  refpefk  this  law, 
Matth.  V.    when   he  fays,   Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  faid  to  the 
®®'  ancients,  Ovk  mo^^tro;.  Ye  Jhall  not  forfwear,  but  JkaU 

render  to  the  Lord  your  oaths;  for  he  doth  immediately 
before  cite  other  paflages  out^f  the  Decalogue,  {Thou 
Jhalt  not  kill,  Thoujhalt  not  comnit  adultery,)  with  inten* 
tion  to  explain  or  extend  them ;  and  therefore  probably 
he  proceeds  refpeAing  this  law,  the  moft  confpicuous  of 
all  thofe  which  relate  to  this  matter ;  and  if  this  law  be 
(as  fome  conceive)  fuppofed  to  fignify  more  ftriAly,  it 
had  been  more  fuitable  to  his  purpofe  to  cite  it,  than  any 
other  of  more  lax  importance ;  his  drift  being  phunly  to 
extend  in  matter,  and  to  (Iraiten  in  obligation,  even  the 
fulleft  and  ftri&eft  of  ancient  laws,  at  lead  as  they  were 
then  commonly  expounded  and  underftood ;  yea,  even  in 
this  cafe,  our  Lord  feemeth  to  affirm  that  the  ancients  bad 
no  law  ftrid  and  perfefl  enough  for  evangelical  praAice ; 
confidering  which  things,  it  is  probable,  that  the  prime 
intent  of  this  law  is  to  prohibit  that  great  fin  of  perjury, 
that  is,  of  invoking  God's  atteftation  to  a  lie ;  thereupon 
appealing  to  him,  as  witnefs  and  judge,  that  what  we 
n«$  %^Mt    alfert  is  true ;  as  a  furety,  that  what  we  promife  we  do 
Tiw/t^f  ftedfaftly  refolve  and  (hall  faithfully  endeavour  to  perform ; 
iwi9^»it.    implying  alfo,  that  we  do  expeft  a  curfe,  and  vengeance 
from  him  upon  us,  if  we  be  found  knowingly  to  falfiiy  in 
our  affirmation^  or  wilfully  to  violate  our  promife. 
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Swearing  is  in  its  own  nature  immediately  an  a£t  of  Deut.  vi. 
religion,  and  as  fuch  was  enjoined  by  God,  {Tkou  Jhali  ^^*  *'  ^®' 
fear  the  Lord  thy  Gody  and  ferve  him^  and  fhalt  fwear  by 
his  name;)  it  exprelfeth  the  pious  perfuafion  we  have  con- 
cerning God's  chief  attributes  and  prerogatives ;  of  his 
omniprefence  and  omnifcience ;  (extending  to  the  know- 
ledge of  our  mod  inward  thoughts  and  fecret  purpofes ;) 
of  his  watchful  providence  over  what  we  do ;  of  his  juflice 
and  fidelity  in  maintaining  truth  and  right,  in  avenging 
iniquity  and  falfehood :  the  reafon  of  ufing  it  was  derived 
from,  or  grounded  upon,  a  perfuafion  about  God,  which 
hath  ever  been  common  among  men,  that  God,  the  go- 
vernor and  judge  of  the  world,  the  proteSor  and  patron 
of  right,  is  always  ready,  upon  our  invocation  and  reference 
unto  him,  to  undertake  the  cognizance  of  matters  in  de- 
bate and  controverfy  between  men,  for  the  protection  of 
truth,  the  maintenance  of  right,  and  prefervation  of  peace 
among  them  j  {An  oath,  faith  the  ApolUe,  for  confirma*  Hcb.  vi.  i«. 
tion  is  to  men  an  end  of  alljlrife  ;)  fo  that  the  ufe  thereof 
becometh  a  main  infirument  of  promoting  thofe  purpofes, 
the  ftrongeft  tie  of  fidelity,  the  fureft  ground  to  proceed 
upon  in  adminiftration  of  jufiice,  the  mod  facred  band  of 
all  fociety ;  which  therefore  he  that  (hall  prefume  to  vio- 
late, doth  not  only  moft  unworthily  wrong  this  or  that 
perfon,  this  or  that  fociety  Of  men,  but  doth  what  in  him 
lies  to  fubvert  the  foundations  of  all  public  jufiice  and 
peace ;  withal  mod  impioufiy  abufing  and  affronting  God 
Almighty  himfelf ;  profaning  his  mofl  facred  ordinance, 
making  his  name  inftrumental  to  the  compailing  his  de- 
ceitful and  bafe  purpofes,  defpifing  his  judgment,  and 
defying  his  vengeance. 

This  feems  to  be  the  firft  and  dire£t  meaning  of  this 
law ;  but  it  may  by  parity  of  reafon  well  be  extended 
farther,  fo  as  we  may  hereby  underiland  all  light  and  vain 
fwearing,  all  wanton  and  irreverent  ufe  of  God's  holy 
name :  and  hitherto  our  Lord  hath  plainly  extended  it^  Matth.  ▼. 
forbidding  us  to  fwear  at  all,  and  charging  us  in  our  con-'^* 
verfation  to  ufe  only  the  fimple  and  pl^  manner  of 
aflertion,  or  promife,  laying  only.  Yea,  yea,  or  Nay,  noy  ; 
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without  prefuming  upon  any  flight  occafion  to  introduce 
the  holy  name  of  God ;  which  indeed  we  (hould  not 
without  extreme  awe  of  fpirit  ever  think  upon,  nor  with- 
out high  veneration  dare  to  mention :  it  is  an  inftance  of 
the  mofl:  fottifh  foUy^  it  is  an  argument  of  the  moft  horrible 
impiety  that  can  be,  thus  (without«ny  caufe,  or  tempta- 
tion thereto,  without  any  profit  or  pleafure  thence)  to 
trifle  with  the  Divine  Majefty ;  to  abufe  his  glorious  name^ 
and  provoke  his  dreadful  vengeance ;  who  will  in  no  wife 
hold  him  guiltlefs  that  iaketh  his  name  in  vain. 

^d^t.  ^Rememfter  tfie  ^abbatlD  2t)flp  » lieep  it  fiolpi  &c. 

THE  Decalogue  is  in  feveral  places  of  Scripture  (as  we 

before  noted)  called  a  covenant  >^th  the  Jewiih  people 

and  the obfervation  of  this  law  is  likewife  fo  caUed  ma 

particular  and  fpecial  manner :  it  is  exprefled  to  have  been 

appointed  as  a  fign,  or  charaSeriftical  note,  whereby  tibdr 

peculiar  relatioti  to  God  might  be  difcemed^  and  they 

diflinguiflied  from  all  other  people.    As  circumcifion  was 

JEt  feal  of  the  covenant  made  with  Abraham  and  hia  pofie- 

rity ;  fo  keeping  the  Sabbath  did  obfignate  the  covenant 

made  with  the  children  of  Ifrael  after  their  delivery  out  of 

Eiod.ixxi. Egypt;  The  children  of  Ifrael^  faith  the  textf  Jhalt  keep 

the  Sabbath,  to  obferve  the  Sabbath  throughout  their  gene- 

rationSifor  a  perpetual  covenant:  it  is  ajign  between  me 

Esek.  zx.   and  the  children  of  Ifrael  for  ever:  and^  I  gave  them  (faith 

11,  la,  ao.  Q^  j^  Ezekiel)  my  Jiatutes,  andjhewed  them  my  judg^ 

mentSy  which  if  a  man  do,  hejkall  live  in  them:  moreover  I 

gave  them  my  Sabbaths,  to  be  a  fgn  between  me  and  them^ 

that  they  might  know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  who  fanHifies 

Neh.  iz.     them :  and,  Thou  came/l  down  from  mount  Sinai,  ((ay  the 

'  Levites  in  Nehemiah,)  andjpake/i  with  them  from  heaven, 

and  gaveji  them  right  judgments,  and  true  laws,  good 

Jiatutes  and  commandments;  and  made/l  known  unto  them 

thy  holy  Sabbaths :  where  making  known  to  them  the  Sab* 

Exod.z?i.  baths,  as  alfo  otherwhere  giving  them  the  Sabbath,  are 

*^'  expreflSons,  (together  with  the  fpecial  ends  of  the  Sabbath's 

appointment^  which  are  mentioned  in  tbofe  places^)  con* 
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firaung  the  judgment  of  the  ancieni  Chriftians^  Juftin, 
M.  Ireneus,  Tertulliaiiy  &c.  who  refer  the  firft  inftitution 
of  the  Sabbath  to  Mofes,  affirming  (that  which  indeed 
the  hiftory  by  its  total  iilence  concerning  the  Sabbath 
before  him  fufficiently  doth  feem  to  confirm)  that  the 
Patriarchs  were  not  obliged  thereto,  nor  did  pradife  itL 

And  we  may  obferve,  that  the  law  concerning  the  Sab- 
bath is  mentioned  and  infilled  upon  feparately  from  the 
body  of  their  laws,  as  being  in  nature  different  from  the 
refi,  and  enadsd  upon  a  fpecial  defign ;  as  from  the  fore* 
cited  paflages  appeareth;  and  farther  may  appear  from 
coofidering  how  the  condition  of  profelytes  (thofe  of  the 
firi£ter  fort,  called  profelytes  of  righteoufnefs)  is  defcribed 
in  Ifaiah  ;  The  fons  of  the  Jhangers,  faith  God  in  that  Ift.  Wi.  6, 
Prophet,  that  join  themfelves  to  the  Lord,  to  ferve  Aim,  ^'  ^*'^ 
and  to  love  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  be  his  fervants,  every 
we  that  keepeth  the  Sabbath  from  polluting  it,  and  takeih 
hold  of  my  covenant ;  even  them  will  I  bring  to  my  holy 
mouniiun,  and  make  them  joyful  in  my  houfe  of  prayer : 
where  to  undertake  the  obfervance  of  the  Sabbath,  and  to 
lay  hold  of,  the  Jewiih  covenant,  are  fignified  to  be  coind* 
deal,  or  efpecially  coherent. 

All  the  other  precepts  indeed  (one  paflfage  in  the  fecond 
commandment,  as  it  may  be  underfiood  to  prohibit  abfo- 
lutely  the  making  of  any  fimilitiide,  being  liable  to  excep* 
lion)  are  immediately  grounded  in  the  reafon  of  the  things 
and  have  a  neceiTaiy  obligation,  even  vxfible  to  natural 
light ;  they  confequently  have  been  acknowledged  as  rea- 
(bnahle  and  ohli^ng  by  the  general  confent  of  men ;  or 
mtight  be  fo  propounded  and  aflerted  by  argument,  as 
eafily  to  extort  fuch  confent :  but  this  command^  (although 
as  to  its  general  and  remote  matter  it  is  moft  evidently 
reafonable,  and  requireth  that  which  no  man  can  deny  to 

ftc.  Jujf.  p.  336. 

ffmig  &e,  961. 

Abraham  fine  circumcifioncy  «t  fine  obfenratione  Sabbatonim  credidU 
Deo>  &C.  Iren,  W.  30. 

Tertttl.  adr.  Jad«  ti.  4* 
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be  matter  of  neceflary  duty,  yet,)  as  to  the  more  imme- 
diate matter,  as  to  the  determinate  meafure  and  manner 
of  performing  thofe  general  duties,  no  reafon  can  difoeni 
an  obligation  diftinft  firom,  or  antecedent  to,  the  Law« 
Pf.cxliii.  5.  giver's  will,  to  pra£Ufe  according  thereto :  that  we  fhould 
""•ji^yi  frequently  with  grateful  and  joyful  fenfe  refleA  upon  the 
cziy.  10.  glorious  works  of  God ;  (efpecially  that  grand  and  funda- 
mental one,  wherein  God's  wonderful  excellencies  of  good- 
nefs,  wifdom,  and  power,  were  fo  illuftrioufly  difplayed, 
the  creation  of  the  world ;  wherein  fo  great  accommoda- 
tions and  benefits  were  generally  difpenfed  to  all  the  crea- 
tures, and  to  us  eminently  among  them ;  remembenng 
with  deepeft  refpe£t  and  moft  hearty  thankfulnefs  out 
bountiful  Maker;)  that  we  (hould  not  be  unmindful  of 
the  fpecial  favours  by  God's  gracious  providence  vouch- 
fafed  to  our  country,  our  relations,  ourfelves ;  (efpecially 
fuch  very  fignal  ones,  as  was  that  of  the  delivery  from 
Egyptian  (lavery  in  a  manner  fo  remarkable  and  mira- 
culous ;)  that  we  ihould  not  fpend  ourfelves  and  our  time 
in  perpetually  carking  and  labouring  about  affiurs  toudi- 
ing  our  body  and  this  prefent  life ;  but  ihould  aflign  fome 
competent  time  both  for  the  relaxation  of  our  mind,  and 
for  attendance  to  the  concernments  of  our  foul :  that  alfo 
we  fhould  allow  fitting  time  of  refpite  and  reireihment  to 
thofe  of  our  brethren,  whom  Divine  Providence  hath  dif- 
pofed  into  a  meaner  condition  and  relation  of  fervants  to 
us ;  that  their  lives  may  not  by  inceflant  care  and  toil  be 
rendered  overburdenfome  and  grievous  to  them,  but  fo 
that  they  may  with  fome  comfort  ferve  us ;  that  alfo  they 
be  not  deflituted  of  leifure  and  opportunity  to  ferve  God, 
our  common  Mafter  \  and  to  regard  the  welfare  of  their 
fouls,  no  lefs  precious  than  our  own  :  that  alfo  we  iliould 
ihew  fome  kindnefs  and  mercy  even  toward  our  beafls, 
allowing  them  fome  eafe  from  their  painful  drudgeries  in 
our  behalf:  tbefe  are  all  of  them  things  which  reafon 
evidently  di£tates,  which  common  fenfe  mufl  needs  ad- 
mit, as  duties  of  piety,  juflice,  and  humanity :  and  to 
fecure  the  performance  of  them,  both  as  to  the  fubflance, 
due  meafure,  and  fit  manner  of  them,  common  prudence 
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would  fog^eft  that  fet  times  (hould  be  appointed ;  in 
which  they  (hould  be  folemnly  and  notorioufly  difbt^irged^ 
under  the  public  teftimony  and  cognizance :  and  accord- 
ingly we  find  thaty  in  all  wife  and  civil  fpcieties^  fome  pro« 
vifion  ever  hath  been  made^  by  appointing  feAival  times^ 
for  the  pradice  of  fuch  duties,  in  fome  kind  or  degree } : 
^The  founders  of  laws,  faith  Seneca,  did  inftitute  feftival 
dmfs,  thai  men  Jktmld  puhlickly  be  conftrained  to  cheerful^ 
nefs;  interpofingy  as  neceffaryy  a  temperament  of  their  pains  r. 
Plato,  with  a  more  admirable  fagacity,  refers  the  invention^, 
or  firft  inftitution,  of  fuch  times  unto  God  himfelf;  ^7<^< 
Qods  (laith  he ;  that  is,  the  Divine  Providence  adminifier* 
ing  aflSurs  here  by  the  miniftry  of  inferior  invisible  powers^ 
according  to  his  notion  and  manner  of  fpeaking)  pitying 
numkind^  btfm  to  painful  labour,  appointed^  for  an  eafe  and. 
c^fWou  Jrom  their  ioilSf  the  recourfes  of  fefiivai  fe€j/ons[ 
olffinrved  to  the  gods.  Thus,  I  iay,  reafon  acknowledges  tb^ 
fubAanceof  thefe  duties,  and  approves  the  fecuring  their  per* 
fortttance,  as  a  good  end,  or  fit  matter  of  law,  both  divine 
and  human.  But  as  to  the  circumfiantial  determbation  of 
meafure  and  manner;  that  afeventh  day  preci&ly  ihoi^d; 
be  afiligned,  that  a  total  cefiation  from  labour  fo;r  uian  and: 
beaft  (hould  be  prefcribed ;  this  is  above  reafon  to  diicen;r 
a  necefiity  of,  or  a  conveniency  in  comparifon  with  other 
limitatioiifi  in  thofe  refpe&s  devifable  and  pra6licabl^  r 
nor  call  we  afluredly  reiblve  the  obligation  thereto  into 
any  other  ground  than  the  pleafure  of  the  mod  wife^ 
Author  of  this  law,  who  did  fee  what  was  moft  fit  to  bO; 
pKtfcribed  to  thofe  whom  this  law  co&cerned.  Here  is' 
indeed  mentioned  a  reafon,  why  God  efpecially  did  chooie: 
tllM  day  to  blejEs,  and  fan6lify  it  in  this  manner  to  fucl\ 
purpofes ;  namely,  bis  re(tii>g  upon  the  feventh  day  from, 
his  works  of  creation ;  the  which  yet  doth  not  certainly 
import  a  natural  conveniency,  toward  accomplifhing  tbofe^ 

^  hsg^tlk  oondiioict  feftos  inftitueruat  diet,  ut  fid  hili^fitatcm  iiomia^ 
pnblloe  oogerentur,  tanquam  neceflarium  laboribus  interponentes' tempera- 
meotum.     Sen*  dg.tranq.  An, 

mUm  tA  4ritm  Awl&i—  riy  Ufnh  t^tiSii^  rnt  ^ig,  BUt.de  4^gi  tuff.  SfiJ. 
VOL.  V.  00 
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purpofes,  of  this  precife  quantity  of  time,  or  in  this  wty 
of  obferving  it,  in  preference  to  any  other  that  mi^t  have 
been  appointed ;  it  only  feemeth  to  imply  a  fitnefa  of  thefe 
determinations,  as  containing  fomewhat  of  profitable  figm- 
ficancy,  that  fuch  a  correfpondency  in  circumfianoe  of 
time,  and  manner  of  pradice,  might  admonifh  us  concern- 
ing the  fubftance  of  our  duty,  or  a  principal  part  thereof 
peculiarly  defigned  in  the  fan^ion  of  this  law,  thegratefiil 
commemoration  of  God's  mod  glorious  work,  (the  foun- 
dation, as  it  were,  of  all  other  his  ads  of  beneficence,)  the 
creation  of  the  world:  for  thus  in  all  ceremonial  infiittt- 
tions  we  may  obferve,  that  fome  fignificant  circuinfiance 
is  felefked  on  purpofe  to  inftruA  or  excite  us  to  praftice, 
by  reprefenting  to  our  fEmcy  the  nature  and  intention  of 
the  main  duty  required ;  as  in  circumcifion,  in  the  paflbver, 
in  baptifm,  and  other  ritual  conititutions,  it  is  not  hard  to 
perceive :  fo  it  being  God's  defign  to  enforce  the  perform- 
ance of  that  excellent  duty,  by  appropriating  a  time 
thereto;  we  may  conceive  that  he  therefore  efpedaUy 
felefted  that  day,  as  moft  apt  to  mind  them,  to  whom  this 
law  was  given,  of  the  hiftory  of  the  creation ;  the  refleA- 
ing  upon  and  celebrating  which  was  the  main  duty  in- 
tended. 

Seeing  therefore  the  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath  is  ex- 
prefled  to  have  a  pecuIiiEir  refpe£t  to  the  children  of  Ifrael, 
as  a  fign  of  the  covenant  made  with  them,  when  be  led 
them  out  of  Egypt  ^  feeing'  in  its  own  imture  it  difleretb 
from  the  reft  of  the  ten  Laws,  the  obligation  thereto 
being  not,  difcemibly  to  natural  light,  grounded  in  the 
reafon  of  the  thing,  we  can  nowife  be  aflured  that  an 
nniverfal  and  perpetual  obligation  thereto  was  intended, 
or  that  its  obligation  did  extend  farther  than  to  the  Jews, 
to  whom  it  was  as  a  formal  law  delivered,  and  i:qx>n  ipe- 
cial  confiderations  feverely  inculcated  y  to  whofe  humour, 
condition,  and  circimiftances,  it  might  alfo  perhaps  be  par- 
Juft.  Dial,  ticularly  fuited :  Juftin  Martyr  was  of  opinion  that  this 
p.  335I&C.  ^^>  ^  many  others,  was  given  to  the  Jews iui  r^  ayo^'oy, 
1^  o-xX])poxapS/<0(y,  for  their  fniqtdty,  and  hardnefs  of  heart, 
by  way  of  conoeffion  and  indulgence ;  for^  becaufe  they 
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by  their  natural  diipofitlon  \^ere  apt  to  forget  their  Maker ; 
to  negleSt  the  ftate  of  their  foul,  being  whoUy  intint  on 
worldly  affiurs;   to  exaSt  intolerable  pains  from   their 
brethren,  who  ferved  them ;  to  ufe  cruelly  the  poor  beafts 
employed  in  tilling  their  ground,  or  bearing  their  burdens ; 
therefore  God   (coniidering  thb  incorrigible  temper  of 
theirs)  did  indulge  fix  days  to  them  for  the  profecution 
of  thofe  affiurs  to  which  they  were  fo  devoted,  content* 
ing  himfelf  to  exa£t  from  them  no  more  than  this  part  of 
time  for  hb  own  fervice,  for  the  benefit  of  fervants  and 
eafe  of  beafts :  if  he  had  required  more  of  them,  they 
oould>  it  feems,  or  would  hardly  have  endured  it ;  the 
command  would  perhaps  not  only  have  been  difobeyed 
itfelf,  but  the  diflike  thereof  might  have  rendered  them 
averie  firom  all  religion  and  fervice  of  God ;  as  it  happen- 
eth^  when  commands  very  rigorous,  and  exceeding  men's 
firength,  are  enjoined :  for  we  fee  the  Prophets  complain 
of  them,  that  they  could  hardly  be  induced  to  go  thu» 
fisir,  or  to  afibrd  God  this  fo  moderate  (hare  of  time }  but 
were  impatient  even  for  this  one  day  in  feven  to  abftain 
from  their  fecular  bufinefs,  to  relax  themfelves,  or  their 
fervants,  or  their  cattle,  from  their  daily  labours :  they 
impeach  them  for  polluting,  profaning^  hiding  their  eyes  id,  iviii, 
Jrom  (that  is,  wholly  overiooking,  negle&ing,  and  dif-|»J^'^j^ 
regarding)  the  Sabbath;  for  doing  their  own  plectfure,  and  13,21. xzn. 
exaSing  their  own  labours  upon  it;    for  not  delighting^^'"^^^^'^' 
therein,  or  not  willingly  ofterving  it:  Hear  this,  iiuth  the  Amos  viii. 
prophet  Amos,  0  ye  that  /wallow  up  the  fwedy,  even  to  ^'  ^' 
make  the  poor  of  the  land  to  fail,  faying.  When  will  the 
new  moon  be  gone,  that  we  may  fell  comP  and  th^  Sabbath, 
that  we  may  fet  forth  wheat  P  This  being  the  difpofition 
of  that  people,  not  bearing  a  greater  ftri£h)efs,  they  not 
being  able  to  preferve  within  their  hearts  a  perpetual  re<- 
membrance  of  God's  works  and  favours ',  not  to  moderate 
their  purfuits  of  temporal  good  things  ;  not  to  bear  a  due 
regard  and  tendemefs  toward  their  brethren  and  their 
fellow-creatures  ;  (the  performing  which  things  in  a  con-  ^.^g,^*^, 
flant  uninterrupted  tenor,  the  faid  holy  Father  and  blefled^Au^  •««<»«; 
Martyr  fuppofeth  to  be  the  labbatifm  which  Chriftians  JI'^^su^'' 
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%xt  bdttod  to  obferve ;)  therefore  God^  confidering  their 

tnfirtidiy  and  incapacity  to  comply  with  higher  injnno- 

tiotli,  did  ufe  (as  in  the  cafes  of  divorce,  revenge,  and  the 

Eke)  an  indcdgence  toward  them,  permitting  them  on  the 

lik.l?Ui.i3.  other  days  to  do  their  pleqfure^  as  the  Prophet  ^eakti 

teferving  only  this  day  for  a  punfbial  and  iblemn  per* 

formance  of  die  duties  fpecified :  thus  difcourfi^  that  good 

ancient  in  his  Diialogue  with  the  Jew.   However,  that  thb 

law  (as  to  its  ciicumifaaitial  parts)  was  not  intended  to 

oblige  generally  and  perpetually,  we  have  a  mdft  fbrcibb 

ground  to  fuf^ofe ;  St.  Paul  himfelf,  his  expreis  difiduug- 

ing  Chriftians  from  the  obfervation  thereof;  yea^  lut 

terneft  reprehenfion  of  fome  perfons  for  rigorcnifly  in- 

fitting  thereon,  deeming  themfelves,  apd  urging  it  upon 

othQr$,  as  a  nedeflary  duty  to  obferve  it ;  his  coojoitung 

it  with  other  ceremonial  obfervances,  whofe  natnre  was 

merely  fymbolical,  and  whofe  defign  was  to  continue  no 

longer,  than  till  the  real  fubftance  of  that  which  they 

Coioff.  it.   fcprefented  came  into  full  force  and  praAice;  Let  m 

^^'  ^^'      flum,  faith  he  to  the  Coloflians,  jrWge  you  Jor  meat,  or 

drink,  or  upon  account  of  a  feflioal  day,  or  new  moon,  sr 

^mCCmn,9t9t  Sabbath  :  which  things  arethejhudow  of  future  things;  bat 

arebo^'    /Ae  body  is  of  Chri/l ;  (that  is,  they  did  only  prefigure  and 

read;  both  preggnify;   the  Teal  fubftance  intended  and  r^refented 

'  by  them  is  fomewhat  in  the  law  and  dodriiie  of  Chrift; 

which  coming  immediately  to  appear  and  to  oblige,  that 

fhadow  vaniiheth,  and  ceafetlFto  have  any  regard  due 

thereto :)   again  tnOre  fharply  to  the  Galatian6,  whom' 

fome  Judaizing  dc^matifts  had  reduced,  or  were  reducing 

to  the  ^raftice  of  legal  rites,  under  conceit  of  needful 

Gal.  iv.  10.  obligation  to  them ;  Howj  faith  he,  do  ye  return  agmh  to 

thofe  weak  and  beggarly  elements,  to  which  back  agfim  you 

are  pleafed  to  be  enflaved  ?  Ye  obferve  days,  and  mofUks, 

and  years :  which  words,  that  they  relate  generally  to  the 

Jewifh  feftivals,  the  context  doth  plainly  enough  (hew, 

and  th^re  is  good  reafon  to  think  that  they  chiefly  re* 

fpe£k  the  Sabbath  we  treat  on,  for  which  probably  thefe 

men  had  the  greateft  refpe^  and  zeal :  again  in  the  14th 

Rom.  ziT.  ta  the  Romans,  the  fame  great  patron  and  champion  of 
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QktiSiiw  liberty  not  obfcurely  declareth  his  ipin4>  t)iM 
CiiiifijanB  of  ftrength  in  juc^ment  did  regard  no  d^ 
i^bpve  another,  but  efteemed  all  days  (he  exoepteth  nop^) 
alike,  as  to  any  fpecial  obligation,  grounded  upon  divii^ft 
l^w  and  right  I    in  fubordination  to  which  do&rine  we 
m$j  add,  th$t  this  appears  with  great  evidence  to  h^v^ 
bf>eii  the  conunon  qpinion  of  the  wifeft  and  mod  orthodox 
Chriftifus  in  thj^  primitive  church,  the  moft  conilant  and  interomnia 
fl|id  adherents  to  Catholic  tradition,  (who  from  the  Apo^ceptafcSom 
fttet*  inflrudion  beft  underftood  the  purport  and  limiu  <rf ^*.  ^*^  ^« 
the  liberty  purchafed  by  Chrift,)  that  this  l^w,  as  it  w^tsfitameftfi- 
not  known  or  pradifed  before  Mofes,  fo  it  ceafed  to  oblige  gJJJ^^ 
after  Cbrift;  being  one  of  the  fhadows  which  the  evan-pmcimtor. 
geUp«}  light  difpelled,  one  of  the  burdens  which  this  ^^ug. 
of  13i>fBrty  did  take  off  us.  Vid.  Cit. 

Now  although  upon  thefe  accounts  we  cannot  prefs  thp 
(brid  obfervation  of  this  law  in  all  its  parts,  according  to 
its  literal  and  dire&  intention,  yet  we  may  learn  much  o£ 
our  duty,  much  of  God's  will  from  it :  all  God's  lawsy 
fpiritually  and  wifely  underflood,  did  tend  to  the  promot- 
ing of  piety  and  virtue ;  and,  abftra&ing  firoin  the  fpe^id 
circumfiances  of  that  people,  to  whom  they  wer^  qon- 
figned,  may  (fo  far  as  our  cafe  is  like  theirs,  and  wherein 
a  common  reafon  doth  appear)  pafs  for  fit  patterns  for  us: 
to  imitate,  fuggefting  proper  means  of  exercifiqg,  nouriib* 
ing,  increafing  thofe  qualities  in  us;  and  fo  irom  this 
law  we  may  learn  thefe  duties : 

I.  That  we  (hould  frequently  call  to  mind  and  confider 
the  great  and  glorious  works  of  God,  performed  for  the 
general  good  of  his  creatures,  and  fpecially  for  mankind : 
the  creation  of  the  world;  the  redemption  of  mankind; 
the  nativity,  paifion,  refurrefiion,  and  exaltation  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  and  the  like,  no  lefs  now  confiderable 
to  us,  both  in  refpe£l  of  glory  due  to  God,  and  of  benefit 
accruing  to  us,  than  was   the  creation  formerly  to  the 

a*  That  we  are  bound  to  retrain  ourlldives  in  the  pro- 
fecviUoii  of  worldly  bufinefs ;  not  difirafting  our  minds 
with  care^  Aotiexhaufting  our  bodies  with  toil  about  them; 
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but  allowing  our  mind  convenient  and  feafonable  freedomy 
affording  our  foul  fufficient  Icifure  with  vigour  and  alacrity 
to  enjoy  its  nobler  entertainments,  and  to  purfue  its  h^er 
interefis. 

3.  That  we  are  obliged  to  ufe  the  fame  indulg^ioe 
toward  thofe  whom  Divine  Providence  hath  difpofed  to.  be 
under  our  power,  care,  or  governance  ;  to  allow  our  chil- 
dren, our  fubje£ts,  our  fervants,  a  competent  meafure  of 
reft  and  refrefliment  from  their  ordinary  labours,  fufficient 
time  and  leifure  undiflraftedly  to  ferve  God,  and  quietly 
to  mind  their  fpiritual  welfare:  we  muft  fo  charitaUy 
tender  their  good,  as  to  permit  and  procure  that  their  life 
may  be  eafy  and  comfortable  here;  and  that  alfo  they- 
may  have  means  to  obt£un  for  themfelves  a  happy  immor- 
tality hereafter ;  not  being  in  thefe  refpe£ls  either  harfli  to 
their  outward  man,  or  uncharitable  to  their  fouls. 

4«  That  we  muft  not  be  unmerciful  to  any  creature; 
not  only  abftaining  from  infli£ting,  in  wantonnefs  of  hu' 
mour,  needlefs  vexation  upon  them,  but  alfo  from  weary- 
ing and  grieving  them  too  much  for  our  emolument  or 
convenience:  the  advantage  and  preeminency  beftowed 
upon  us  by  God  over  them  ftiould  be  managed  with  mo- 
deration and  clemency;  we  fhould  be  gentle  mafters  to 
them,  not  cruel  tyrants  over  them :  we  fhould  confider 
that  God  did  make  them,  as  to  help  and  ferve  us,  fo  to 
enjoy  fomewhat  themfelves  of  delight  and  fatisfa&ion  in 
their  being ;  which  if  we  go  to  deprive  them  of,  render- 
ing their  condition  intolerable,  and  worfe  than  if  they  had 
no  being,  as  we  do  abufe  and  injure  them,  tranfgreffing 
the  bounds  of  our  right  over  them,  fo  we  encroach  upon^ 
difappoint,  and  wrong  their  Maker,  and  cannot  therein 
but  difpleafe  him :  doing  thus  is  a  point  of  injuftice  not 
enough  coniidered  by  them  who  commit  it :  they  confider 
not  how  beaftly  they  are  themfelves^  when  they  mifufe 
poor  beafts. 

5.  We  may  hence  farther  learn,  that  it  is  fit  certain 
times  (hould  be  allotted  for  the  public  and  folemn  perform- 
ance of  the  forenamed  duties :  common  reafon  prompt- 
eth,  that  God  (upon  whofe  protedion  and  difpolkl  tho 
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good  depends)  fhould  be  pubHcly  hononred^  and  his 
s  frequently  acknowledged;  alfo  that  care  fhoukl 
£n  in  every  fociety,  that  all  ilates  of  men  (houU 
leir  lives  in  fome  competent  degree  of  content ;  that 
eds  of  grievous  pity  fhould  be  removed  from  public 
alfo  common  fenfe  will  inform  us,  that  thefe  thiiigf 
;  effeflually  be  executed  without  conflituting  defi- 
eriods  of  time,  and  limiting  circumflances,  accord- 
which  they  fhall  be  praAifed  under  public  infpec- 
id  cenfure :  and  thefe  di6iates  of  ordinary  prudence 
ane  Wifdom  hath  ratified  by  his  exemplary  order; 
lich,  in  cafes  wherein  he  hath  not  interpofed  his  di- 
Athority  by  way  of  precept,  may  ferve  for  a  good 
on  to  governors,  what  they  may  with  fafety,  what 
[hould  in  wifdom^  eftablifh;  what  provifion  they 
make  for  the  promotion  of  piety  and  virtue :  fuch 
edent  requires  greateft  veneration  and  refpeft,  can- 
it  appear  of  high  moment  in  confultation  about 
"s  of  this  nature. 

s  indeed  particularly  obfervable,  that  in  this  com- 
there  is  not  an  exprefs  order  concerning  the  natural 
»ral  fervice  of  God  (by  prayer,  or  hearing  God's 
to  be  publicly  performed  on  this  day ;  but  the  Jews 
themfelves  fo  wife,  as  to  underfland  thefe  duties 
ed  in  the  fan£iification  of  the  day  prefcribed  to 
and  accordingly  they  pradifed ;  they  in  all  places 
ir  habitation  did  fettle  fynagogues  and  oratories ;  to 
upon  this  day  they  reforted;  in  them  then  they  did 
levotions  to  God,  (as  the  names  wgoo'et^aif  and  irpo^- 
a  do  import;)  the  Scribes  did  read  the  Law,  and 
nd  it  to  the  people :  Mofes,  faith  Jofephus,  did  com^ 
the  people  to  ajfemhle  for  hearing  of  the  Law^  not 
>r  twicef  or  many  times,  but  every  feventh  day,  laying 
heir  works,  and  exa&ly  to  learn  it^y  whence,  add- 
s,  the  people  became  fo  fkilful  in  the  laws,  that  if 

« 

nn.  Jofeph^  aJh,  App,  \u  p*  946. 
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€fne  q/ked  mug  of  them  caneernmg  tkem^  he  would  morv 
€d^y  tell  them  all  than  his  oum  name^i  wfaenee  alfo  an 
itfaQirable  concord  in  mind  and  uniformity  in  prmSdce  HA^ 
ste  lie  &rther  obferves,  arife :  and,  The  ciiftom^  fiuth  fbSop 
was  alw4tys  as  occqfion  gave  leave,  e/pecialb/  upon  ihefe- 
vetfth  daysy  to  pbilofopkaie^j  tec  In  confideration  of  whieh 
prance  it  was,  that  the  Jews  fo  highly  visdiied  ihb  pt»- 
Midn(h.  cbpt,  that  it  was  a  faying  among  them.  The  Sabbath  weigh* 
^**^"^tf^*  again/l  ail  the  CommandmerUs ;  as  proairing  them  all 
to  be  known  and  obferved.  And  if  that  biiod  pea|^ 
(xmld  pick  thefe  duties  out  of  tliis  Law,  much  more 
fiiouid  we  fee  ourfelves  obliged,  according  to  the  ainaiogy 
tliereof,  tje^  appoint  fet  times  for  enfering  the  pra£tice  of 
them. 

6*  Again ;  we  may  hence  alio  ^ra  our  obfigaAion  to 
fiibiiiii;  obediently  to  the  oonftitution  of  goTemors  lelating 
to  this  matter;  that  we  readily  fhould  obferve  aU  £>lemn 
times  of  feftivity  and  reft,  which  the  rulers  of  Church  or 
State  do  appoint  for  the  fecuring  or  the  promoting  ibofe 
purpofes  of  piety  or  charity,  according  to  the  meafuiejand 
iKumer  preferibed  by  them :  for  reafon  approving  die 
diing  as  good  and  ufefol,  and  divine  order  more  dearly 
and  Eiilly  confirming  it  to  be  fo,  and  it  not  appearing  that 
God  hath  made  exprefs  detemunations  about  it,  it  «e^ 
mains,  that  it  is  left  wholly  to  them  to  whofe  care  Giod 
hath  entrufted  the  public  weliare,  and  hath  committed  to 
their  judgments  the  ppovkbng  means  condudble  thereto^ 
having  alfo  oonfequently  enjoined  us  in  all  lawful  thiiigs 
to  follow  their  guidance  and  appointment  in  order  thexelo. 
God  decreed  death  to  be  infli&ed  on  diofe  who  violated 
his  command  concerning  the  SaU>ath,  which  Aeweth  horn 
^reat  a  fiiult  it  is  to  oifend  in  this  particular;  and  we  may 
reafotiably  efteem  that  command  to  be  his,  which  juo- 
eeedeth  iVom  has  tninifters  by  authority  from  hinriSEd^  jueid 
m  confomiity  to  his  own  pattern. 

r#v.  Jofepk.  a<h»  App.  ii.  p.  9<7. 

o  '^^  yk^  h,  km  fkh  ion-k  ri  ira^wuvf  w^ywftkff  M  T«7f  ifll^MNr,  ^rfUft- 
^uf,  &c.  PhiU  d€  Fit.  Mrf. 
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7*  We  add,  that  whereas  God  required  of  the  Jews 
fiich  a  portion  of  time  to  be  folemnly  dedicated  to  reli- 
gion and  mercy,  we,  to  whom  he  hath  vouchfafed  higher 
benefits,  and  propofed  greater  encouragements,  cannot 
reafonably  but  deem  ourlelve3  obliged  to  fequefter  and 
coniiecrate  as  much  or  more  time  to  the  fame  intents :  we 
fhould  indeed  be  content  to  withdraw  ourfelves  more  fre^ 
quently  from  purfuance  of  our  own  profits  and  pleafurea 
to  the  fervice  of  God,  to  the  remembrance  and  celebra- 
tion of  bis  favours ;  we  fhould  willingly  allow  greater  fe* 
laxation  to  our  dependents :  and  fhould  the  public  be  de- 
ficient in  exacting  a  performance  of  fuch  duties  from  us, 
it  would  become  us  to  fupply  fuch  defe&s  by  our  private 
devoting  fit  and  frequent  feafons  thereto;  that  in  fome 
proportion  we  may  exceed  the  Jews  in  grateful  piety,  as 
we  furpafs  them  in  the  matter  and  caufes  thereof;  that 
we  may  appear  in  fome  degree  more  charitable  than  they, 
as  we  have  much  greater  reafon  and  obligation  to  be  fo 
than  they.     So  much  for  this* 

I  proceed  briefly  to  confider  the  remaining  command- 
anents,  the  which  immediately  concern  another  objeft: 
thofe  foregoing  did  chiefly  ferve  to  regulate  our  religious 
pra£tice  in  yielding  due  reverence  toward  God ;  thefe  fol- 
lowing (which  are  fuppofed  to  have  made  up  the  fecond 
of  thofe  Tables,  which,  written  by  God's  hand,  were  de- 
livered to  Mofes,  and  preferved  in  the  ark  of  the  tefti- 
mony)  do  guide  our  oonverfation  and  carriage  towasd  our 
ttdghbour ;  in  the  front  of  which  worthily  is  placed  that 
which  obligeth  to  dutifulnefs  toward  our  parents;  unto 
whom,  after  God  and  his  ffipreme  vicegerents,  we  owe 
the  lughefl  refped,  gratitude,  and  duty. 

^iiour  tftp  i^atfiet  dtiti  tfip  ^tffix^  v.  com- 

mandment* 

HONOUR :  the  word  fignifies  to  have  in  weighty  re- 
gard, «ad  aptly  ferves  to  denote  thofe  particular  ai^  of 
duty,  which  are  otherwhere  exprefled  in  Scripture; /ear 
eimI  Jikvenemx  ;  {Y^  frail  fear  every  man  his  father  jond  bis  Levit.  iz.  a, 
moUlOr^MiferuanoeiU^ioiBdience;  {Children^  atesf  your  por^  Coioff.  iii. 
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rents  in  all  things,  for  this  is  weU^leafing  to  God :)  gra- 

1  Tim.Y.  4.  titude  and  retribution  ;  {Let  children  learn  iBior  olxoy  fdvv* 

ifn,  to  he  pious  toward  their  own  family ;  and  iifMSats 

ian^thovaiy  to  render  fuitable  returns,  or  to  requite  thett  pa* 

rents  I  far  this  is  good  and  acceptable  before  God:)  regard^ 

Piov.  L  8.   ing  their  infiruftion  and  advice ;  {Myfon^  bear  the  inftruc^ 

***"*  **•    tion  of  thy  father,  andforfake  not  the  law  of  thy  mother:) 

it  alfo  comprehendeth  a  prohibition  of  the  contrary  ads, 

contemning,  curfng,  offering  violence  or  contumely  unto, 

difobedience  and  contumacy  toward  parents,  the  which  are 

forbidden  under  capital  penalties  and  dreadful  comnuna* 

l>eut.xzvli.  tions ;   Curfed  be  he  that  fetteth  light  by  his  father  or 

Exod.  xxi.  ^'^^^  9  ^^^9  T^l^  ^^  ^A^^  mocketh  at  his  father,  and  cfe- 
i5»  17.  fpifeth  to  obey  his  mother,  the  ravens  of  the  valley  Jhall 
pick  it  out,  and  the  young  eagles  Jhall  eat  it;  (that  is,  God 
in  a  fearful  and  ftrange  manner  will  avenge  that  wicked- 
nefs  upon  him :)  and  in  the  Law  it  is  ordained,  that  the 
rebellious  and  ftubbom  fon,  who  will  not  obey  the  voice 
of  his  father,  or  the  voice  of  his  mother,  and  that  when 
they  have  chaftened  him  will  not  hearken  unto  them,  fhall 
be  ftoned  by  all  the  men  of  his  city,  and  put  to  death  in 
that  manner. 

•  Whence  we  may  learn  the  nature  of  the  duty  here  en- 
joined, and  what  rank  it  beareth  among  other  duties; 
what  high  obligation  belongs  thereto,  of  what  confidera- 
tion  it  is  with  God,  and  how  grievous  a  crime  the  viola- 
tion thereof  is ;  that,  briefly,  we  are  obliged  to  yield  our 
parents  high  afTeftion  of  heart,  great  expreflions  of  refped 
and  obfervance  in  word  and  deed;  that  the  negleA  of 
thefe  duties  is,  next  to  that  Af  profanenefs  and  undutifiil- 
nefs  toward  God  himfelf,  the  greatefl  diforder  we  can  be 
guilty  of:  this  all  civil  nations  have  confented  to  be  our 
duty;  and  if  we  confider  the  grounds  upon  which  it  is 
biult,  we  fhall  find  that  reafon,  juftice,  and  neceffity  do 
require  it :  St.  Paul  prefleth  his  precept  of  obfervance  to 
Eph.vi.  1.  parents  with  a,  roOro  yip  l^i  iixeuof,  for  this  is  juft  and 
equal :  for  if  we  look  upon  the  difpofition  of  parents  in 
their  mind  toward  children,  we  may  prefume  them  always 
full  of  tender  affeftion  and  good-will  toward  Uiem,  fuU  of 
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defire  and  care  for  their  good,  full  of  pity  and  compaffion 
toward  them,  in  the  higheft  and  moft  efpecial  degree  be- 
yond what  they  bear  to  others  j  which  difpofitions  in  rea- 
fon  and  equity  do  require  anfwerable  difpofitions  in  thofe 
upon  whom  they  are  placed,  and  who  irom  them  do  re- 
ceive ineftimable  benefits  ;  for  if  we  do  regard  the  efiefls 
proceeding  from  them,  we  fhall  difcem,  that, 

I.  From  parents  children  do  receive  being  and  life; 
that  good  which  nature  inclineth  fo  highly  to  value  and 
tender,  as  the  foundation  of  all  the  good,  happinefs,  and 
comfort  we  are  capable  of. 

a.  They  are  obliged  to  their  parents  for  the  prefcrva^ 
Uon,  maintenance,  and  proteAion  of  their  life :  it  is  a 
long  time  before  we  come  to  be  able  (fuch  is  the  particu^ 
lar  condition  of  man  among  all  living  creatures,  fo  or- 
dered on  purpofe,  as  it  were,  to  beget  this  obligation  and 
endearment)  anywife  to  provide  for  or  to  defend  our- 
felves ;  and  the  doing  thereof,  in  that  fenfelefs  and  help- 
lefs  (late,  relies  upon  the  care,  pain,  and  folicitous  vigi- 
lance of  our  parents ;  the  which  they  are  not  only  always 
obliged,  but  are  commonly  difpofed,  with  admirable  wil- 
lingnefs,  to  fpend  on  their  children. 

3.  Parents  not  only  thus  at  firft  undergo  fuch  care  and 
trouble  to  maintain  their  children,  but  by  expenfive  edu- 
cation (often  with  much  inconvenience  and  incommodity 
to  themfelves)  they  provide  means  for  their  future  fup- 
port  and  fubfiftence  during  life. 

4.  Children  are  fo  firidly  tied  to  their  parents,  as  by 
their  willing  conceflion  to  partake  in  all  the  comforts  of 
their  ilate  and  ornaments  of  their  fortune. 

j.  The  goods  acquired  by  the  parents'  induftry  do 
ufually  devolve  upon  their  children  by  inheritance  and 
fucceffion;  whence  that  children  live  handfomely  and 
comfortably  is  the  reward  of  their  parents'  merit,  comes 
from  the  flore  that  they  have  carefiolly  provided  and  lud 
up  for  them. 

6.  To  which  we  may  add,  that  not  only  the  provifion 
for  our  temporal  necefltties  and  conveniences  dependetb 
upon  our  parents,  but  the  care  of  our  fouls,  and  our  fpi- 
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l>eut;vi»  7>  ritual  welfare  is  incumbent  on  them :  tbey  are  obUged  IQ 
Eph.  Ti.  4.  inftnid  ub  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  to  fet  us  in  the  w^ 
toward  eternal  happinefs. 

7*  We  may  confider  alfo,  that  all  this  tbey  do  ixh4 
franklyi  and  out  of  pure  kindnefs ;  withoiit  regard  to  any 
merit  antecedent,  or  benefit  confequent  to  themiclves  :  «| 
they  received  nothing  to  oblige  and  move  them  to  fucb 
perform^ces,  fo  they  can  feldom  hope  for  anfwpnible 
returns :  it  is  abundant  &tiafa&ion  to  them,  if  tbey  ipb 
their  children  do  well;  their  chief  delight  and  content- 
ment is  in  their  children's  good  ^bfolutely  and  abftrf&edly) 
without  indireS:  regards  to  their  own  advantage. 

Upon  jthefe,  and  the  like  accounts,  it  appeareth,  th^  as 
parents  have  th^  afie^ons  moft  refemblhig  tbpfe  of  God 
toward  us,  as  they  perform  toward  us  the  adions  moft 
Hke  to  his,  as  they  are  the  principal  infiruments  of  Divine 
providence  and  bounty,  (by  which  God's  bWB^gs  are 
Gomveyed  and  conferred  upon  us ;)  fo  they  may  be  deemed 
va  a  fort  to  reprefent  Grod,  and,  as  his  moft  lively  images, 
have  an  efpecial  veneration  due  to  them.  God  himiis}f, 
Ul  endear  and  render  himfelf  amiable,  or  in  tl^  moft 
kindly  way  venerable  to  us,  to  engage  us  to  a  mor^  ready 
DeuLzzxii.  obedienoe  of  him,  to  declare  the  nature  of  our  duly  to- 
ward him,  aflfumes  the  title  of  Father;  and  all  nations 
have  agreed  to  ftyle  him  (b:  reciprocally  alfo,  lyhereas 

•  EvnCiTf.  the  duties  toward  other  men  are  termed  iuftice,  or  cfaa- 
Coiewpa-  "ty,  or  courtefy,  or  liberality,  or  gratitude,  thofe  toward 
'«>*«••  parents  in  every  language  (I  fuppofe)  are  ftyled  piety, 
imjdying  fomewhat  divine  in  the  objed  of  thoie  duties ; 
it  is  more  than  injuftice  to  wrong  a  parent;  it  is  more 
than  uncharitablenefs  to  refufe  them  fuccour  or  relief;  it 
is  more  than  diibourtefy  to  be  unkind  to  them ;  it  is  more 
than  Ibrdid  avarice  to  be  in  their  need  illiberal  to  them ; 
k  is  rather  high  impiety  to  o&nd  in  any  of  thele  kinds. 

He  that  return^  not  love  in  anfwer  to  their  tender  af- 
feftion ;  that  doth  not  (as  occa£on  requires,  and  his  abi* 
lity  permits)  requite  the  benefits  received  from  them, 
doth  not  definr  .to  them  an  efpecial  reverence,  in  regard  to 
that  lacred  name  and  charader  they  bear^  thereby  inti* 
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malet  that  he  would  m  like  manner  be  un)uft^  ungrateful^ 
abd  d^ngenuous  toward  God,  from  whom  he  hath  re- 
crivbd  the  like  benefits;  the  beginning  and  continuance 
of  has  being;  the  prefenration,  maintenance,  and  pro- 
tedion  of  hi^  life :  if  he  will  not  honour  his  earthly  pa-* 
rents^  whom  he  hath  feen,  howjwill  he  reverence  his  hea- 
f«nly  Father^  whom  he  bath  not  feen  ?  fo  we  may,  ao- 
oon&ig  to  St.  John,  argue* 

I  might  fubjoin,  that  as  juftice  and  ingenuity  do  eo-* 
force  thb  duty,  fo  for  the  good  of  the  worU  there  is  a 
neceffity  that  it  fhould  be  obferved:  if  parents  arts  not 
only  by  natural  inftih£t  difpofed^  but  by  diTine  command 
obliged,  and  by  human  law  (the  prefervation  of  the  world 
fo  requiring)  conftrained  to  undergo  fuch  hardfhips  for 
the  maintenance  and  education  of  their  children,  it  ia  fit 
and  neceffiuy  they  fhould  be  fupported  and  encouraged  in 
the  bearing  them  by  recq>rocal  obligations  in  children  to 
return  them  dutiful  refped,  obfervance,  and  requital ;  the 
woiid  cottid  tiot  well  fubiift  without  children  being  en- 
gaged to  thefe  duties:  there  were  no  reafon  to  exad^ 
ibefe  were  no  ground  to  expe6l,  that  parents  fhould 
cheerfully  and  faithfully  difcharge  their  part  upon  other 
tenni. 

To  this  precept  there  is  added  a  promife,  (and  it  is,  as 
St.  Paul  obferveth,  xhe  firji  precept  that  hath  a  promifeE^h.^.9. 
formally  annexed ;  whereby  he  enforoeth  his  exhortation 
to  the  obfervance  thereof.) 

C^at  till  Bspfi  mdp  be  long  cqim  tge  lUim,  toj^fcf^ 

t|^  lltnti  ftp  ^00  gifietb  fttt, 

SO  God  exprefsly  promifeth  to  blefs  dutiful  children 
with  a  long  life  in  the  comfortable  pofieffion  of  tfaofe'r««M;f  j^ 
good  things  which  he  fhould  beftow  upon  them;  this  ^^^VUfy^ 
the  moft  of  reward,  explicitly  covenanted  to  the  Jews,  in«^>* 
regard  t6  their  obedience :  there  is  alfo  implied  a  cooimi- 
nation  of  a  contrary  curfe  from  God  upon  the  infringers 
of  thb  kw,  that  ihey  fhould  either  be  iihmatuvely  cut  off 
from  ltfe»  (as  Alnmelecb  and  Abf^om  were  upon  this 
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icore,)  or  Aould  draw  on  a  wretched  life  in  banifluneiit 
from  the  contents  thereof:  by  which  things  refpe&ively 
are  intimated  to  us  the  rewards  of  piety  in  this  kind,  or 
the  puniihments  of  impiety  in  the  future  (late,  whereof 
the  land  here  mentioned  was  a  fhadow  or  figure :  what 
length  of  days  in  Canaan  was  to  them^  that  to  us  is  im* 
mortal  life  in  heaven ;  what  bdng  excluded  thence  was 
then^  that  now  is  everlafiing  deaths  or  banifhment  into  the 
regions  of  imifery. 

I  might  alfo  note  the  congruity  of  the  reward  pro- 
tx>unded9  that  they  who  are  gratefld  to  thofe  from  whom, 
-in  fubordinatibn  to  Grod,  they  received  life,  (hall  by  God*i 
difpenfation  enjoy  that  life  long  and  well ;  and  that  they 
who  n^Ieft  the  authors  of  their  life,  fhall  foon  be  dc^ 
beut.  xvi.  pnved  of  it,  or  of  its  comforts.    But  I  find  the  fame  re- 
l*L sziivii.  ^Afd  affigned  to  the  diligent  obfervers  of  other  duties;. 
99,9,  ti.  particularly  to  them  who  are  juft  in  their  dealings;  to 
la,  16.   *  them  who  are  charitable  to  the  poor;  to  them  who  are 
Ftov.  viu.   meek  and  padent ;  to  them  who  confide  in  God ;  and  to 
Deuc.  xxTi.all  good  men  that  obey  God's  commandments. 
^^*  I  {hall  only  add,  farther,  that  we  may,  according  to 

analogy  and  like  ground  of  reafon,  reduce  unto  this  com- 
mandment the  obligation  we  have  to  honoiu*  all  thoie 
who  perform  toward  us  beneficial  ofiices  like  unto  thofe 
which  we  receive  from  our  parents ;  thofe  who  preferve 
our  life  by  relief,  prote£lion,  or  defence ;  thofe  who  afford 
us  maintenance  or  education ;  thofe  who  watch  over  us 
for  the  good  of  our  body  or  of  our  foul ;  thofe  who  in- 
ftrud:  us,  or  advife  us ;  fuch  are  our  governors  and  ma- 
giftrates,  either  political  or  ecclefiaftical ;  our  benefadors 
and  patrons ;  our  fchoolniaders  and  tutors ;  our  efpecial 
£uthful  friends  ;  and  the  like :  but  I  pafs  forward* 

In  the  fubfequent  precepts  are  contained  the  prime 
rules  of  juftice  toward  our  neighbour;  the  obfervation  of. 
which  is  not  only  mod  equal  and  reafonable  in  itfelf,  but 
neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  civil  fociety,  and  public 
peace  among  men ;  for  the  procurement  of  our  DsLfe  and 
pleafant  living  and  converfing  in  the  world ;  men  thereby 
being  fecured  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  God's  gifts  and 
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the  fruits  of  their  induftry^  and  of  whatever  is  dear  and 
precious  to  them ;  of  their  lives  firfl ;  then  of  the  com- 
forts of  their  conjugal  ftate ;  of  their  poileffions ;  of  their 
reputations ;  the  laws  refpefting  thefe  being  here  difpofed 
in  order^  according  to  the  value  of  their  refpedive  ob- 
jeSts,  in  the  nature  of  things,  or  in  the  opinion  of  men^ 
or  in  regard  to  the  confequences  ariiing  from  them. 

^ffou  (bait  not  iitll.  vi.  com- 

mandmtiic. 

OF  all  good  gifts  conferred  upon  us,  none  (according  Of 
the  natural  and  common  efieem  of  men)  is  more  precious 
than  life  itfelf,  the  foundation  of  enjoying  the  reft.  God 
hath  therefore  referved  the  difpoial  of  it  entirely  to  him* 
felf^  as  his  fpecial  prerogative;  neither  he  that  bath  it, 
nor  any  other  perfon  having  abfolutely  any  juflt  power  or 
right  over  it ;  no  man  can  take  away  any  man's  life,  but 
by  commiflSon  or  licence  from  God,  reafonably  prefumed 
to  be  granted  by  him :  fo  may  God  (the  abfoiute  king  of 
the  world)  be  fuppofed  to  have  committed  to  lawful  ma-^ 
pRrates,  as  his  vicegerents  and  officers,  in  his  name 
and  behalf,  upon  reafonable  caufe,  for  prefervation  of 
public  juftice,  peace,  and  order,  in  a  lawful  courfe  of 
juftice,  tQ  difpofe  of  men's  lives,  who  have  forfeited  them 
to  the  law ;  (the  magiifaate,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  beareth  not  Rom.ziiU. 
the /word  in  vain ;  for  he  is  the  minifter  of  God,  an  avenger  *  ^*  '^  **• 
to  execute  wrath  upon  him  that  doeth  eviL)  He  hath  not 
forbidden  fovereigns  (in  cafe  of  neceffity,  and  when  ami- 
cable means  will  not  prevail)  to  maintain  the  fafety  or 
welfare  of  the  focieties  entrufted  to  their  care,  even  by 
armed  violence,  againft  fuch  as  wrongfully  invade  them, 
or  any  wife  harm  them,  and  will  not  otherwife  be  induced  to 
forbear  doing  fo ;  in  which  cafe  the  refolution  of  fuch 
differences  (infomuch  as  they  cannot  be  tried  at  any  other 
bar,  or  compofed  by  other  means)  is  referred  to  God's 
arbitrement ;  who  is  the  Lord  of  Ho/isy  the  fovereign  pro- 
te^r  of  right,  and  difpenfer  of  fuccefs ;  the  foldier,  in  a 
juft  caufe,  being  then  his  minifter,  and  carrying  a  tacit 
commiffion  from  him.    God  alfo  may  be  fuppofedy*toge^ 
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ther  with  life,  with  a  natural  love  to  it,  with  means  id 
preferve  it,  to  have  imparted  to  every  man  a  right  to  de- 
fend hid  life,  with  its  neceiTary  fupports,  agunft  linjufl, 
extreme,  and  inevitable  violence  upon  it,  or  tbemx  the 
(laughter  therefore  which  may  happen  in  thefe  cafes  (or 
In  the  like,  wherein  God  hath  plainly  by  a  general  order, 
or  by  fpecial  command,  or  by  permiffion  reafonably  fup- 
pofed,  conferred  on  any  perfon  a  power  over  his  neigh- 
bour's life,  in  the  maintenance  of  God's  own  honour,  or 
in  fubferviency  to  public  good)  is  not  concerned  in  the 
Aeiign  or  meaning  of  this  precept :  for  he  that  kills  «i- 
other,  in  a  way  not  irregular,  as  a  minifter  of  juftioe,  or 
iti  a  lawful  war,  as  a  foldier  authorised  by  a  foverdga 
power  here  under  God,  or  for  his  ovm  juft  and  neceffiuy 
defence,  doth  not,  according  to  the  intent  of  this  law, 
hill;  but  rather  God  himfelf,  the  Lord  of  life  and  death, 
doth  then  kill ;  the  authority  of  kilUng  fo  bdng  derived 
from  him,  and  his  work  being  done  thereby ;  trnngeonce 
is  hiSf  and  he  fo  (by  his  inllruments)  repays  it.  But  hers 
is  forbidden  all  other  voluntary  taking  away  our  neigh- 
bour's life,  when  a  man  a&s  as  a  private  perfon ;  without 
juft  and  neceiTary  caufe,  in  any  illegal  or  irregular  way  | 
upon  what  motive,  principle,  or  end  foever,  (whether  it 
be  out  of  hatred,  fpite,  envy,  revenge  5  for  our  pre- 
fumed  fafety,  or  pretended  reparation  of  honour  |  for  pro- 
moting what  intereft,  or  procuring  what  fittisik£don  fo- 
ever to  ourfelves,)  by  what  means  foever,  either  by  di- 
re^ Niolence,  or  by  fraudulent  contrivance;  in  an  open 
Or  olandeftine  manner ;  immediately  by  ourfelves,  or  by 
means  of  others ;  by  advifing,  encouraging,  anywile  be* 
coming  inftrumental,  or  acceflbry  thereto* 

This  is  the  crime  exprefsly  prohibited :  but  4ei  pofitive 
duty  (hould  alfo  be  underftood ;  that  we  are  obliged,  fo 
far  as  we  are  able,  to  preferve  our  neighbour's  life;  by 
relieving  him  in  extreme  need,  by  fuccouring  him  in  ex- 
treme danger;  by  admonifliing  him  of  any  deftruftive 
mifchief,  when  he  appears  tending  unaware$  therenito; 
the  negled  of  which  things  argueth  a  murderous  dilpo- 
fition  toward  our  neighbour,  is  in  realbnaUe  efteii,  aad 
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in  God's  fight  a  killing  of  him ;  for  we  miAake^  if  we 
think  with  Cain,  that  we  are  not  our  brother* s  keepers^  or 
are  not  bound,  when  we  are  able,  to  preferve  his  life. 

The  violation  of  which  commandment  is  certainly  the 
mod  heinous  fin  that  can  be  committed  of  all  thofe 
i^hich  are  not  immediately  dire£ted  againft  God  himfelf, 
^r  the  perfons  which  peculiarly  reprefent  him ;  and  a  fin 
ivhich  never  can  efcape  vengeance  and  due  pimifliment 
From  him.  It  is  the  greateft  wrong  to  God ;  it  is  the  ex- 
tremeft  injury  to  our  neighbour ;  it  is  the  higheft  fort  of 
incharitablenefs ;  it  is  a  principal  offence  againfl  public 
rociety. 

I.  It  is  an  exceeding  wrong  and  affront  done  unto  God; 
n  afTuming  the  difpofal  of  his  gifts ;  in  difpofTeffing  him 
li  his  rights,  by  robbing  him  of  a  creature,  of  his  child, 
[lis  fervant,  his  fubje£t,  (one  whofe  life  is  precious  to 
Wm,  and  toward  whom  he  beareth  a  tender  regard;)  an 
ifurping  in  a  high  way  his  fovereign  authority,  his  throne 
3f  majefty,  his  tribunal  of  juflice,  his  fword  of  vengeance; 
x>  omit  the  facrilege,  as  Philo  fpeaks,  committed  herein 
>y  violating  God's  own  image,  which  every  man  doth 
bear. 

a.  It  is  alfo  an  extreme  injury  to  the  pcrfon,  who  is 
:hereby  deprived  of  an  unvaluable  good,  which  can  no- 
xrife  be  repaired  or  compenfated :  he  that  lofes  his  life, 
loth  therewith  lofe  all  the  good  he  poflefTeth,  or  is  ca- 
pable of  here,  without  any  poffibility  of  recovering  it 
igain :  the  taking  therefore  of  life  can  be  no  fuitable  re- 
venge, no  reafonable  fatisfa£tion,  for  any  injury  or  damage 
-^ceived ;  it  infinitely,  in  a  manner,  furpafTeth  all  the  evil^ 
jvhich  any  man  can  fufiain  from  another  in  his  eftate,  or 
Seune,  or  welfar4fe>f  any  kind  ;  for  thofe  things  have  their 
neafure,  and  may  be  capable  of  fome  reparation,  but  this 
s  altogether  extreme  and  irreparable ;  and  therefore  doth 
nclude  greatefl  iniquity:  add  hereto,  that  not  only  aU 
;emporal  good  is  hereby  at  once  ravifhed  from  a  man,  but 
lie  foul  alfo  of  the  perfon  may  incur  the  greatefl  damage 
>r  hazard  in  refpeft  to  its  future  eflate  by  being  thus 
[hatched  away :  the  flayer  not  only  robbeth  his  brother 
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of  his  temporal  life,  but  of  his  time  of  repentance,  and 
opportunity  of  making  peace  with  God. 

3«  It  is  ahb  the  higheft  uncharitablenefs  to  deal  thus 
with  our  neighbour ;  arguing  that  nothing  of  good-will, 
of  pity,  of  humanity  toward  him  is  left  in  us :  to  hate  his 
brother  to  the  death  is  the  utmofl  pitch  of  hatred.  If  in 
imitation  of  our  Saviour,  and  out  of  vefpeA  to  him,  we 
ought,  as  St.  John  inftru£teth  us,  to  be  willing  to  lay 
down  our  lives  for  our  brethren ;  how  enormous  a  crime, 
how  oppofite  to  Chriftian  charity  is  it,  to  take  away  oar 
brother's  life ! 

4.  It  is  like  wife  a  main  offence  againft  the  public;  not 
only  by  unlawJFiil  bereaving  it  of  a  member  and  fubjefi, 
but  to  its  prejudice  and  diihonour  (yea,  fo  far  as  lies  in  us 
to  its  fubveriion  and  diilblution)  afluming  to  ourfelves, 
pulling  away  from  it,  its  rights  and  prerogatives  of  judg- 
ment. 
Matt.  V.  31.  Such,  briefly,  is  the  dire£k  intent  and  importance  of  this 
law:  but  our  Saviour  in  his  comment  hereon  hath  ex- 
plained and  extended  it  farther,  fo  as  to  interdift  all  that 
anywife  approaches  in  nature,  or  in  eSe€t  tends  unto  this 
heinous  evil :  he  means  to  obftruft  all  the  fprings,  and 
extirpate  all  the  roots  thereof;  fuch  as  are  raih,  caufelefs, 
outrageous,  inveterate  anger,  contumelious  and  defpitefiil 
language,  referving  grudges  or  fpite  in  our  heart,  not  en- 
deavouring fpeedily  to  reconcile  ourfelves  to  them,  who 
have  done  us  injury  or  difpleafure;  for  thefe  things, 
as  they  commonly  do  produce  the  aft  of  murder,  fo  they 
argue  inclinations  thereto,  (which,  if  fear  and  felf-refped 
did  not  reftrain,  would  produce  it,)  and  confequently  in 
moral  account,  which  regardeth  not  fo  much  the  aft  as 
the  will,  are  of  the  fame  quality  therewA ;  however  they 
arife  from  the  fame  bitter  root  of  great  uncharitablenefs ; 
2  John  tii.  upon  which  fcore  St.  John  telleth  us,  that  he  thai  hatetk 
**'  *'•  his  brother  is  a  murderer;  and  confequently  in  efieft  all 
malice  and  fpite,  envy,  hatred,  malignity,  rancour,  im- 
moderate and  pertinacious  anger  and  animofity  are  here 
prohibited. 
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^j^u  Ibalt  not  commit  aDuIterp^  vii.  com- 

AFTER  life,  (if  after  that,  for  this  command  in  the 
Greek  tranflation  of  Exodus,  (though  not  in  Deutero- 
nomy,) in  fome  places  of  the  New  Teftament,  and  in  fun- 
dry  ancient  writers,  is  placed  before  that  againft  murder,) 
nothing  commonly  is  more  dear  to  men,  than  the  com- 
forts of  their  conjugal  eilate ;  the  enjoyment  of  that  fpe- 
cial  affeftion  and  friendihip,  together  with  thofe  inftances 
of  benevolence,  which  by  divine  inftitution  and  mutual 
contra^,  ratified  by  mod  (acred  and  folemn  promifes  of 
fidelity,  are  referved  peculiar  to  that  (late :  which  enclo- 
fures  therefore  of  his  neighbour  whoever  (hall  invade  olr 
trelpa(s  upon,  who  (hall  anywife  loofe  or  (lacken  thofe 
holy  bands,  who  (hall  attempt  the  afle£iion  or  chaftity  of 
his  neighbour's  wife,  doth  moft  grievoufly  oflfend  God, 
and  committeth  (as  Jofeph,  when  he  was  tempted 
thereto,  did  call  it)  a  great  evil  againft  God,  againft  his 
neighbour,  againft  himfelf,  againft  the  common  fociety  of 
men.  He  violateth  an.  inftitution,  to  which  God  hath 
affixed  efpecial  marks  of  refpe6^  and  fan6Uty ;  he  wounds 
his  neighbour's  honour  and  intereft  in  the  moft  tender 
part,  wherein  the  content  of  his  mind  and  comfort  of  his 
life  are  mpft  deeply  concerned.  He  as  much  (or  rather 
more)  di(honoureth  and  abufeth  himfelf,  not  only  by 
committing  a  faSt  of  fo  high  injuftice,  but  by  making 
him(elf  acceffory  to  the  bafeft  perfidioufnefs  that  can  be» 
[fVhofo  committeth  adultery  lacketh  underftanding :  AcPiov.vi.aa, 
that  doeth  it  dejiroyeth  his  own  foul.  A  wound  and  dif^^*^' 
honour  Jhall  he  get ;  and  his  reproach  Jhall  not  be  wiped 
away.  For  jealoufy  is  the  rage  of  a  man:  therefore  he  luill 
notjpare  in  the  day  of  vengeance.  He  will  not  regard  any 
ranfom;  neither  will  he  reft  content,  though  thou  giveft 
many  gifts.]  He  alfo  offendeth  againft  the  public  quiet 
and  welfj^re,  breeding  inextricable  confufions  and  impla- 
cable di(renfions  in  families;  fo  that  hardly  from  any 
other  caufe  fuch  tragical  events  have  i(rued  as  from* this.: 
in  fine,  this  crime  is,  as  Philo  calls  it,  o-rwyijToy,  xoii  dfofti- 
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o^roy  a&lxvjfiay  a  loathfome  unrig hteoufnefs,  mq/i  odious  to 
Jobxxxi.    God\  and  afire^  as  Job  reprefenteth  it,  that  confumcth 
to  deftruftion. 

But  we  muft  farther  alfo  coniider,  that  a£is  of  thb  kind 
contain  alfo  in  them  another  evil;  that  perlbns  commit- 
ting them  do  not  only  fo  highly  wrong  their  neighbour, 
but  defile   themfelves  alfo  by  the  fouled  turpitude;  in 
which  refpeft  the  prohibition  of  all  unlawful  and  irregular 
latisfa6lions  to  luftful  appetite ;  all  compliance  with  that 
great  enemy  of  our  fouls,  the  fleih ;  all  kinds  of  impurity 
and  lafcivioufnefs,  not  in  a£t  only,  but  in  thought,  in 
Matt.T. u.fpeech,  in  gedure,  may  be  reduced  to  this  law:  our  Lord 
himfelf  doth  fo  interpret  it,  as  to  make  it  include  a  for- 
bidding of  all  unchafte  defires ;  and  ChriAianity  doth  in  a 
moil  ftri£t  and  fpecial  manner  oblige  us  to  all  kinds  of  fo- 
briety  and  modefty,  of  chaftity  and  purity  in  body  and 
iPet.u.ii.fpirit;  enjoining  us  to  abjiain  from  all  flejhly  by/isy  as 
1  Thcff.  IT.  enemies  to  our  fouls;  to  mortify  our  Jle/hly  members ;  to 
i*  h  V^JM^  ®^^  veffels  (or  bodies)  in  fan&ity  and  honour ;  not 

Eph!  iv.  39.  to  have  any  impurity  y  orjilthinefsjfo  much  as  named  among 
iT^^l  18  ^^^  "®^  ^^  fuffer  afoul  word  to  proceed  out  of  our  mouth; 
19.  not  to  defile  our  bodies^  confecrated  unto  God,  and  made 

temples  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  excluding  perfons  guilty  of 
fuch  things  from  any  title  or  capacity  of  entering  into 
Eph.  ▼.  4,  God's  kingdom :  in  fine,  reprefenting  all  fuch  practices  as 
^^'  mod:  difhonourable  to  us,  moft  difpleafing  to  God,  moft 

grievous  to  God's  Holy  Spirit,  (the  fountain  of  all  virtue 
and  goodnefs,)  mod;  contrary  to  the  nature  and  defign  of 
our  religion,  and  moft  deftrudive  of  our  fouls. 

vni.  Com-  %fynx  ftalt  not  ftea!. 

mandment. 

THAT  every  man  (bould  quietly  enjoy  thofe  fupports 
and  thofe  conveniences  of  life,  which  in  any  honeft  man- 
ner (by  God's  bounty  inunediately  difpenfing  it,  or  by 
God's  blefling  upon  his  induftry)  he  hath  acquired  the 
pofleffion  of,  or  right  unto,  as  all  reafon  and  equity  do 
require,  fo  it  muft  be  acknowledged  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  the  prefervation  of  common  peace,  and  the  main- 
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tenance  of  civil  fociety  among  men :   to  fecure  whicli 
purpofesy  and  to  encourage  honeft  induftry,  this  law  pro- 
hibiteth  all  invaiion  or  ufurpation  by  any  means  what- 
ever (either  by  open  violence  and  extortion,  or  by  clan- 
deftine  fraud  and  furreption)  of  our  neighbour's  proper 
goods  and  rights :  he  that  in  any  way,  againft  his  neigh- 
bour's knowledge*  or  will,  getteth  into  his  power,  or  de- 
taineth  therein,  what  doth  in  equity  belong  to  his  neigh- 
bour, and  which  he  can  reftore  to  him,  doth  tranfgrefs 
againft  the  intent  of  this  law  ;  as  we  fee  it  interpreted  in 
Leviticus,  where  it  is  thus  exprelTed ;  Thoujhalt  not  de- Lcv,x\x,i9, 
fraud  thy  neighbour^  nor  rob  him :  defrauding  by  cunning 
pra£tice  is   no  lefs  forbidden,  than  robbing  by  violent 
force.     Any  wife  airotrrsptlv,  (that  is,  to  deprive  our  neigh-  1  Cor.  vi.  a. 
hour  of  his  due;)  voo-^/^av,  to  purloin,  or  (by  fubtle  andTit.ii. lo. 
fly  conveyance)  10  feparate  any  part  of  our  neighbour's 
fubftance  from  him ;  irAfovexrely,  to  exa£t,  or  extort  any  i  ThcflC  i¥. 
thing  more  than  one's  due ;  urtpSalvetv  Iv  rm  TpayfiaTiy  to  ^' 
go  beyond,  or  overreach  our  neighbour  in  dealing,  to  de- 
lude and  cozen  him  by  falfe  fpeeches  or  fallacious  pre- 
tences, are  afts,  in  St.  Paul's  expreflion,  to  be  referred 
hither,  as  fo  many  fpecial  afts  of  theft.     I  cannot  (land 
to  reckon  up  all   the  forts  of  unrighteoufnefs  included 
here,  or  reducible  to  this  matter,  (fuch  as,  befide  down- 
right rapine  and  cheating,  are,  foul  dealing  in  bargains  Prov.  izii. 
and  contraSs ;  uiing  falfe  weights  and  meafures ;  with- }  *•  **•  **• 
holding  the  pledge ;  detaining  the  labourer's  wages  from  Ezek.  xxil. 
him ;  the  exercifing  vexatious,  biting,  and  devouring  ufu-  J^*  *^"'*  '• 
ries  5  removing  bounds  of  poffeflion ;  opprefling  by  undue  Hof.  v.  10. 
or  rigorous  exaftion ;  corrupting  juft ice  for  reward  or  fa-  ^^^  ^'"* 
vour ;  railing  gain  by  unlawful  and  (hameful  arts  or  prac-  ^^^  *»^« 
tices ;  confenting  or  fharing  with,  advifing  or  inftigating  Lcv.xix.ia. 
to  thefe,  and  the  like  afts  5  thefe  I  (hall  not  particularly  ^^^'  ***^' 
infift  upon,)  but  (hall  only  fay,  that  God  exprefleth  great  Pfal.  %y.  4. 
indignation  againft,  and  threateneth  moft  feverely  to  pu-  Jam.  "i. 
nifli,  all  afts  of  this  kind ;  For  all,  faith  he,  that  do  fuch  ocut.  xv, 
things,  (fuch  as  ufe  deceitful  meafures  in  trade,)  and  all  ^^' 
that  do  unrighteoufnefs,  are  an  abomination  unto  the  Lord 
thy  God:  ixlixos  6  0ii;  ic%fi  ifavroov  tqujoov,  God  (faith  St.  1  TbeC iv. 
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PsLvl,  fpeaking  againft  the  circumventing  and  definau^ng 
our  neighbour)  is  an  avenger  for  all  thefe  kinds  of  things: 
nor  indeed  is  the  Gofpe]  more  fevere  in  denunciation  of 
iCor.vi. 9.puni{hment  againft  any  crime  than  this;  Know  ye  not, 
that  unjuft  perfons  (faith  St.  Paul,  meaning  this  fort  of 
utyuft  perfons,  fo  mod  properly  and  ftriSty  called)  JhaU 
not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God;  and  xXflrrdti,  irXeovixraij 
oEpvays;,  thieves,  exa£tors,  (or  cheaters,)  and  rapacious  per- 
fons, make  a  good  party  in  the  catalogue  of  thofe  who 
(hall  be  excluded  from  eternal  blifs. 

I  (liould  add  the  pofitive  duties  here  to  be  underfiood, 
and  referred  to  this  matter,  the  which  are  commended  to 
us  in  Scripture :  fuch  are,  diligence  and  induftry  in  our 
calling,  whereby,  with  God's  blefling,  we  may  fupport 
ourfelves,  preventing  the  need,  and  efcaping  the  tempta- 
tion of  encroachment  upon  our  neighbour's  property; 
■ph.  iv.  98.  (whereby  we  may,  as  St.  Paul  fpeaketh,  have  need  ofno^ 
jj^      '    '  things  may  eat  our  own  breads  may  even  have  wherewith 
aThefr.viii. /q  impart  to  the  needs  of  others;)   contentment  in  that 
Ph'il.iv.  ii.eftate  wherein  God  hath   placed  us,  how  mean  foever; 
1  Tim. VI.  8.  trufting  in  God,  and  relying  upon  his  providence ;  caJUng 
8.  our  burden   and   care  upon  hiniy    who  hath  promifed  to 

iVtt.y^7,/^l/^^^  ^^^y  ^^^  haihfaidy  that  he  will  never  leave  or  for- 
Hth.x\\ub.fake  us ;  laftly,  charitable  relief  of  our  neighbour  in  his 
need ;  for  in  fuch  a  cafe  our  neighbour  hath  a  title  to  the 
goods  we  poflefs,  derived  from  the  appointment  and  do- 
nation of  God,  who  is  the  abfolute  proprietor  of  all  we 
have,  we  being  only  his  flewards  and  difpenfers  thereof, 
according  to  the  rules  he  hath  declared ;  fo  that  if  we  do 
not,  according  to  his  order,  fupply  our  poor  neighbour,  we 
are  in  juft  eftimation,  we  (hall  in  God's  judgment  appear 
to  be,  thieves,  both  in  refpeft  to  God  hiniltdf  and  to  our 
neighbour ;  for  that  we  thereby  detain  from  God  what 
by  original  right  is  his,  and  bereave  our  neighbour  of  what 
God  hath  bedowed  on  him. 
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%ffou  Ibalt  not  bear  f alft  tottmliet  agatnff  t|5p      ^  c<»»- 

,    ^  mtndmcnt. 

jl^dggbour. 

IT  is  in  the  Hebrew,  Thou  Jhalt  not  anfwer  (to  wit, 
being  examined   or  adjured  in   judgment)   againft   thy 
neighbour  as  a  falfe  witnefs  ;  fo  that  primarily,  it  feems, 
bearing  falfe  tefiimony  againft  our  neighbour  (efpecially 
in  matters  of  capital  or  of  high  concernment  to  him)  is 
prohibited :  yet  that  not  only  this  great  crime,  but  that 
all  injurious  (even  extrajudicial)  prejudicing  our  neigh- 
bour's reputation,  and  confequently  his  fafety  or  his  wel- 
fare in  any  fort,  is  forbidden,  we  may  colled:  firom  that 
explication  of  this  law,  or  that  parallel  law,  which  we 
have  in  Leviticus ;  Thou  Jhalt  nol^  it  is  there  faid,  go  up  Levit  xiz» 
and  down  as  a  talebearer  among  thy  people;  neither  Jhalt  ^^* 
ihoujland  againjl  the  blood  of  thy  neighbour :  as  a  tale- 
bearer, T'^S^;  that  is,  a  merchant,  or  trader  in  ill  reports  lxx.«&««. 
and  ftories  concerning  our  neighbour,  to  his  prejudice  ;^"^''' 
defaming  him,  or  detra£ting  from  him,  or  breeding  in  the 
minds  of  men  an  ill  opinion  of  him  ;  which  vile  and  mif- 
chievous  practice  is  otherwhere  under  feveral  names  con- 
demned and  reproved:  fuch  are  muttering;  {The  words ?rav.zim\. 
of  a  mutterer,  faith  the  Wife  Man,  are  as  wounds,  going  ^' 
into  the  innermojl  parts  of  the  belly:)  whifpering,  ^^i^u^io*- Sine.  v.  14. 
i*J<,  we  have  often  in  the  Son  of  Sirach  and  in  St.  Patd  ***-..?®- 
mentioned  with  a  bad  character,  or  with  prohibition  and  2  Cor.  xVi. 


ao. 


reproof:  fupplanting ;  (fo  in  the  good  man's  defcription,  j^^'^^^  j 
Pfal.  XV.  it  is  faid.  He  fupplants  not  with  his  tongue;  foPW.  xr.  a. 
the  word  fignifies:)  detraSiioiiy  or  backbiting ,  xaraXoLKla,^^^    .. 
which   is  fo  often  in  the  apoftolical  Writings  forbidden  ao. 
aad  reprehended :  Jlander,  or  calumny,  and  fycophantry  ;  , *"**  *^* 
that  is,  oppreffing,  abufing,  or  any  way  harming  men  by  Rom.  i.  30. 
falfe  tides,  fuggeftioiis,  or  pretences :  which  fort  of  prac-  LukeW.'u. 
tices,  how  bafe  they  are  in  themfelves,  (nothing  being  ?**•.  *• . 
more  unworthy  of  an  honeft  and  ingenuous  mind,  nothing  n. 
more  ugly  to  the  judgment  of  them  who  have  any  fenfe  ^'i][**"'^^' 
of  goodnefs,)  how  contrary  they  are  to  juftice,  which 
doth  not  permit  us  to  wrong  our  neighbour,  as  well  in 
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his  credit  and  good  name,  as  in  his  other  goods,  (for  they 
perhaps  may  be  as  much  valued  by  him,  may  really  be 
of  as  much  confequence  to  him,  as  any  thing  that  he 
hath ;)  which  bindeth  us  to  abftain  from  hurting  him,  as 
Prov.  X.  12.  well  in  word  as  in  deed ;  how  oppoiite  they  are  to  cha- 
*,  7. '        rity,  which  obligeth  us  to  think  the  beft  of  our  neigh- 
bour, and  to  endeavour  that  others  alfo  may  do  fo;  to 
conceal  his  real  faults  and  blemifhes;  much  more  not  to 
devife  and  affix  falfe  ones  to  him,  not  to  gather  and  dif- 
perfe  ill  reports   to  his  prejudice;  of  how  mifchtevous 
confequence  alfo  they  are,  breeding  ill-wDl,  and  fowing 
Prov.  xvi.   ftrife  in  all  focieties  both  public  and  private,  (even  Jepa^ 
^®'  rating  chief frtendsy  as  the  Wife  Man  telleth  us,)  com- 

mon fenfe  and  experience  do  ftiew:  they  confequently 
muft  be  very  odious  in  the  fight  of  God,  who  loveth  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  men;  and  very  ofTenfive  to  men, 
who  do  the  mifchiefs  fpringing  from  them. 

To  this  law  may  be  reduced  our  obligations  to  be  can- 
did in  our  opinions  and  difcourfes  concerning  others,  (ac- 
1  Cor.  xiii.  cording  to  St.  Paul's  excellent  defcription  of  charity ;)  to 
forbear  all  rafh  and  harfh  cenfure,  as  you  know  our  Sa- 
viour in  his  mod  divine  fermon  on  the  Mount  chai^th 
us ;  to  be  veracious,  fincere,  and  faithful  in  all  our  con- 
verfation;  which  duties  are  fo  often  taught  and  prefled 
Lcvit.  XIX.  in  both  Teftaments :  Yejhall  notj  faith  the  Law,y?«i/,  nor 
Pftil  XV  «.  <^^^lfolfelyy  nor  lie  one  to  another ;  and,  To  walk  upright- 
ly y  and  work  righteoufnefsy  and  fpeak  the  truth  from  his 
hearty  are  the  firft  lineaments  in  the  good  man's  charader 
Zcch.  viii.  drawm  by  the  Pfalmift ;  and,  Thefe  are  the  things  ye  fhdll 
*^'  doy  faith  God  in  the  Prophet;  Speak  ye  every  man  the 

truth  to  his  neighbour  ;  execute  the  judgment  of  truth  and 
Eph.iv. 25. peace  ifi  your  gates:  and  in  the  New  Teftament,  To  lay 
Co .  III.  9.  ^j^j^  lyingy  to  fpeak  the  truth  every  man  with  his  neigh- 
1  Pet.  U.  1.  hour ;  to  lay  afide  all  malice,  all  guile,  all  hypocrifies,  en^ 
vyingSy  and  backbitings,  are  apoftolical  commands. 
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%f)ou  (bait  mt  todet  tj^p  ^atbom'a  ^f^wtt-,  tjgoux.  com. 
Ibalt  not  cottet  tfip  jl^ctggbou;'^  Mift ;  iwr  810  ~*"  °**"^' 
9an-ferfiant>  no;  j^ici  ipatth(ertiam,  no;  fflU  ^% 
noi  J5t0  aQ$,  tio}  attp  tjgtng  tfiat  t0  tfip  jl^eigd- 
botttf^. 

THIS  law  is  comprehenfive  and  recapitulatory,  as  it 
were,  of  the  reft  concerning  our  neighbour,  prefcribing 
univerfal  jufiice  toward  him;  (whence  St.  Mark,  it  feems, 
meaneth  to  render  it  in  one  word,  by  /x^  avoo-repijo^;,  {f^Markz.19. 
prive  noi,  or  bereave  not  your  neighbour  of  any  thing ;) 
and  this  not  only  in  outward  deed  and  dealing,  but  in  inward 
thought  and  defire,  the  fpring  whence  they  do  iifue  forth, 
{for f  from  the  heart,  as  our  Saviour  teacheth,  do  proceed  M^tt.  zv. 
evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,  fornications,  theft s,falfe' 
witnefs,  hlafphemies ;)  we  are  obliged  to  be  fo  far  from  de- 
priving our  neighbour  of  any  good  thing  belonging  to  him, 
that  we  are  not  fo  much  as  to  wifli  or  defire  it;  not  only  to 
abft^n  from  injurious  a3ion,  but  to  reprefs  covetous  incli- 
nations :  wherein  is  alfo  implied,  that  we  (hould  have  a 
delight  and  complacence  in  our  neighbour's  good;  not 
envying  him  any  enjoyment ;  being  in  our  minds  content 
with  the  portion  God  pleafeth  to  vouchfafe  us ;  and  en- 
tirely trufting  in  him,  that  he  will  fupply  us  with  what  is 
needful  or  befitting  to  us,  without  the  damage  of  our 
neighbour.  Thus  God*s  law  is,  as  St.  Paul  obferved,^i-  Ron>-  vii. 
ritual ;  not  only  refiraining  exterior  a6ls,  but  regulating  * 
our  inmofi  thoughts,  quellinfl^ll  inordinate  appetites  and 
affe^ons  of  heart  within  us  ;^ne  which  may  be  extended 
fo  as  to  refpeft  not  only  matters  of  juftice  toward  our 
neighbour,  but  all  objeSs  whatever  of  our  praftice ;  fo 
as  to  import  that  which  in  the  Chriftian  law  is  fo  fre-„ 

1  .    .       1  I.      i-r        r  1-    •  Rom.  11.29. 

quently  enjoined  us,  as  the  me  or  our  religion,  circum-  Phil.  iu.  q. 
cifing  our  hearts,  crucifying  the  flejh  with  its  pqffions  o^^{^^'  l^' 
de/ires,  mortifying  our  earthly  rnembers,  putting  to  death  Rom.  ti.  (k 
ly  the  Spirit  the  deeds  of  the  body,  putting  off  the  old  man,  j|^  j  ,"**  *' 
which  is  corrupted  according  to  the  deceitful  Iti/is:  Oux  «ri- Eph.  !▼.  «a. 

RcMii.  viii. 

I3r 
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bviAYia-agf  Thou  Jhalt  not  unlawfully  or  irregularly  defirej 
doth,  according  to  the  fpiritual  intent,  import  all  this. 

I  have  done ;  and  (hall  only  add,  that  the  fum  and  end 
of  thefe,  and  all  other  good  laws,  of  all  religion,  and  all 
our  duty,  is  (as  we  often  are  taught  in  the  New  Tefta- 
iTim.  i.5.inent)  comprifed  in  thoie  two  rules,  of  loving  God  with 
all  our  heart  J  and  loving  our  neighbour  as  ourfelve$;  ie- 
rioufly  and  honeftly  attending  unto  which,  we  can  hardly 
fail  of  knowing  what  in  any  cafe  our  duty  is  :  it  remains 
that  we  employ  our  beft  care  and  endeavour  on  the  con- 
fcientious  prad:ice  thereof;  imploring  therewith  the  af- 
fiftance  of  God's  grace,  and  that  good  Spirit,  which  God 
hath  mod  gracioufly  promifed  to  thofe  who  duly  aik  it, 
by  which  alone  we  can  be  enabled  to  keep  God's  com- 
mandments :  to  him  be  all  glory  and  prdfe.     Amen. 


THE 


DOCTRINE 


OP 


THE  SACRAMENTS. 


XT  is  a  peculiar  excellency  of  our  religion,  that  it  doth  Cypr.  Ep. 
not  much  employ  men's  care,  pains,  and  time,  about  mat-  ^** 
ters  of  ceremonial  obfervance ;  but  doth  chiefly  (and  in  a 
manner  wholly)  exercife  them  in  works  of  fubfiantial  duty, 
agreeable  to  reafon,  perfeftive  of  man's  nature,  produftive 
of  true  glory  to  God,  and  folid  benefit  to  men.    Its  defign 
is  not  to  amufe  our  fancies  with  empty  (hows,  nor  to  take 
up  our  endeavours  in  fruitlefs  performances ;  but  to  render 
us  truly  good,  and  like  unto  God ;  firfl  in  interior  difpo- 
fition  of  mind,  then  in  exterior  praftice;  full  of  hearty 
love  and  reverence  to  God,  of  tender  charity  and  good- 
will toward  men  5  of  moderation  and  purity  in  the  en- 
joyment of  thefe  things ;   of  all  true  piety  and  virtue ; 
whereby  we  may  become  qualified  for  that  life  of  blifs 
which  it  tendereth  and  promifeth ;    for  converfation  in 
that  holy  fociety  above,  to  which  it  defigneth  and  calleth 
us.     Yet  becaufe  fancy  is  naturally  a  medium,  and  an  it  hath, 
effeftual  inftrument  of  a£iion ;   and  becaufe  fenfible  ob-  J^^yJJj. 
jefiks  are  apt  ftrongly  to  afle6t  our  minds ;  it  hath  pleafed  gar  and 
the  divine  Wifdom  to  apply  them,  in  fit  meafure,  and  to^^i^^^  ^ 
fanSify  them  to  thofe  good  purpofes,  by  appointing  fomeft«>nK«®- 
few  folemn  and  fignificant  rites  to  be  obferved  by  us, 
being  in  their  own  nature  proper  and  ufeful,  and  by  God 
defigned  to  declare  his  mind  and  gracious  intents  to  us ; 
to  confign  and  convey  hb  grace  into  our  fouls,  to  confirm 
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our  fkith  in  him,  to  raife  our  devotion  toward  him,  to 
quicken  our  refolutions  of  obeying  his  will;  to  enable 
and  excite  us  to  the  pradice  of  thofe  great  duties  which 
he  requireth  of  us ;  *  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrr/i,  faith  St. 
Auftin,  hathfubje&ed  us  to  his  gentle  yoke  and  light  bur- 
den ;  whence^  with  facraments  mojl  few  in  number ^  mofi 
eqfyfor  obfervancCj  mofi  excellent  in  fgnificationj  he  bound 
together  the  fociety  of  new  people :  and.  The  mercy  of 
God^  faith  he  again,  would  have  religion  free^  by  the  cele* 
bration  of  a  moftfew  and  moft  clear  facraments. 

Of  thefe  there  appear  two  (and  St.  Auftin  in  the  place 
cited  could  inftance  in  no  more)  of  general  and  principal 
ufe,  inftituted  by  our  Lord  himfelf ;  which,  becaufe  they 
reprefent  to  us  fomewhat  not  fubjeft  to  fenfe,  and  have  a 
fecret  influence  upon  us ;  becaufe  what  is  intended  by 
them  is  not  immediately  difcemible  by  what  is  done, 
without  fome  explication,   (their  (ignificancy  being  not 
wholly  grounded  in  the  nature,  but  depending  upon  arbi- 
trary inftitution,  as  that  of  words,  which  is  of  kin  to 
them;  whence  St.  Auftin  calls  a  facrament,  Verbum  vi- 
JibiUy)  have  ufually  been  called  myfteries,  (that  is,  a<%ons 
of  a  clofe  and  occult  importance,  of  deeper  meaning  and 
defign  than  is  obvious  to  ordinary  perception ;)  and  thence 
are  alfo  called  facraments,  for  no  other  reafon,  I  conceive, 
than  becaufe  the  ancienteft  tranflators  of  the  Bible  into 
Latin  did  ufually  render  the  word  fw^piov  by  the  word 
facramentum ;   whence  every  thing  containing  under  it 
fomewhat  of  abftrufe  meaning  is  by  ancient  writers  term- 
Exod.  xii.  ed  a  facrament.     (So  Tertullian  calls  all  Chriftianity  the 
Sacramenti  ^^^^ament  of  Chriftian  religion ;  and  Eliftia's  ax  he  calls 
natura  di-  the  facrament  of  wood ;  and  St.  Auftin  fpeaks  of  the  la- 
pjane^x-    crament  of  bread,  of  fi(h,  of  numbers,  of  the  rock,  &c.    In 
primitur.    ftort,  he  fays  of  all  figns,  that  when  they  belong  to  divine 

•■  Dominut  nofter  lent  jugo  fuo  nos  Aibdidit,  et  farcins  levi ;  unde  facra- 
roentis  numero  pauciffimis,  obfervatione  facillimis,  iignificatione  prseftantif- 
<imts  focietatera  novi  popult  colligavit :  (icut  eft  baptifmut  Trinitatis  nomine 
confecratus,  communicatio  corporis  et  fanguinis  ipfias  ;  et  ii  quid  aliud  in 
Scrlpturis  canonicis  commendatur,  &c.  Ep*  118.  Religionem  pauciffimi^  et 
manifeftiflimis  celebrationum  facramentis  mifericordia  Dei  liberam  efle  vo« 
luit.     Id.  Ep,  119. 
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things,  they  are  called  facraments^ \  which  (hews  to  how 
fmall  purpofe  the  difpiites  are,  yea,  on  what  fmall  grounds 
the  decrees  are,  concerning  the  number,  general  nature, 
and  efficacy  of  facraments  :  for  where  a  name  or  form  of 
a  facrament  is  of  fo  large,  ambiguous,  and  indeterminate 
fignification,  there  can  be  nothing  but  confiifion  in  the 
difputes  about  it.)  But  thofe  which  chiefly  at  lead,  and 
in  way  of  eminency,  have  obtained  this  name,  are  thofe 
two  inftituted  by  our  Lord,  Baptifm  and  the  Lord's 
Supper;  of  which  I  (hall  in  order  difcourfe;  and  fo  of 
each,  as  very  briefly  to  confider  the  occanon  of  their  infli- 
tution ;  the  adions  enjoined  in  them  ;  the  nature  of  them, 
or  wherein  their  myftery  doth  confift  j  the  ends  for  which 
they  were  intended ;  and  the  effefts  they  produce ;  to- 
gether with  the  difpofitions  and  duties  (antecedent,  con- 
comitant, and  confequent)  required  of  us  in  the  ufe  and 
pradice  of  them.     And  firft, 

b  Nimis  autem  longum  eft  convenienter  difputare  de  Tarietite  (ignonim, 
qu9,  cam  ad  res  divinas  pertinent,  racramenta  appellantor.    Aug.  Ep,  5. 

In  cun6lis  Chrifti  a5lionibus  racramentorum  myfteria  comircanint  Lrei. 
Ep.i, 


OF 


B.„^^.  BAPTISM. 

Heb.  vi.  9« 


JL  HERE  were^  as  the  Apoflle  to  the  Hebrews  telletb  us, 
Heb.  ix.  10.  in  facred  ufe  a%ong  the  Jews  hifogoi  ^earrM-iiAt,  Jeuerd 
s*'*^^t?     *'^*  ^f  ^optifms.    The  learned  in  their  laws  and  cuftoms 
teach,  that  they  never  did  receive  any  perfon  into  their 
covenant^  whether  that  which  was  more  drift,  (to  which 
natural  Jews  and  profelytes  of  righieotiffiefs  were  tied,)  or 
that  which  was  more  lax,  with  which  ftrangers  and  pro- 
Exo(Lxzix.felytes  of  the  gate  did  comply,  without  a  baptifm.     And 
Numb.viii.^'^^^  priefts  and  Levites  entering  into  their  office  were  to 
^  be  fanftified  by  wafliing  with  water,  we  fee  plainly  pre- 

fcribed  in  their  Law ;  likevvife  that  all  perfons  who  bad 
contra£ted  any  kind  of  defilement  were  purified  by  the 
Levit.xT.8,like  ceremony,  particularly  children  new  bom,  is  exprefied 
xxii.  e!  there.  Moreover,  that  it  was  in  ufe  for  perfons,  who  were 
Numb.  xix.  ^Qnfcious  to  themfelves  of  having  tranfgrefled  God's  law, 
Ezek.  xvi..  being  in  God's  name  invited  by  fome  perfon  of  eminent 
^'  authority  (a  prophet,  or  like  a  prophet,  one  commiflion- 

ated  by  God)  unto  repentance  and  amendment  of  life,  to 
be  wafhed  by  him,  in  teftimony  of  their  ftedfaft  purpofe  to 
amend,  and  in  hope  to  obtain  pardon  from  God  of  their 
pad  offences,  and  to  be  reinftated  in  his  favour,  appears 
John  i.  35,  probable  by  St.  John  the  Baptift's  undertaking,  and  the 
**  fuccefs  thereof.     For  if  the  manner  of  his  proceeding  had 

been  ahogether  unufual  and  unknown,  fo  many,  it  feems, 
would  not  fo  readily  (without  any  ftir  or  obffacle)  have 
complied  therewith  ;  efpecially  among  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees,  thofe  zealous  adherents  to  traditionary  prafUce, 
who,  to  maintain  their  credit  and  intereft  with  the  people, 
were  fo  averfe  from  all  appearance  of  novelty.  This  prac- 
tice then,  of  waffling  in  fo  many  cafes,  and  to  fo  many 
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purpofes,  cuflomary  among  God's  people^  to  fignify  men's 
entering  into  a  new  llate  or  courfe  of  life,  being  withal 
mod  apt  and  proper  for  bis  deiign,  our  blefled  Saviour, 
wbo  never  favoured  needlefs  innovations,  was  pleafed  to 
aflfume  and  impofe  upon  the  difciples  and  followers  of  bis 
religion,  accommodating  it  to  thofe  holy  purpofes,  which 
we  (hall  now  endeavour  to  declare. 

What  the  adion  itfelf  enjoined  is,  what  the  manner 
and  form  thereof,  is  apparent  by  the  words  of  our  Lord's 
inilitution;  Going  forth  therefore^  faith  he,  teach  (or  difi/tkuxs^xW. 
ciple)  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  JJ* .  ^ 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghojl;  teaching  them  ton. 
olferve  all  things  which  I  have  commanded  you. 

The  a^on  is  baptizing,  or  immerfing  in  water;  the 
objeft  thereof,  thofe  perfons  of  any  nation  whom  his  mi- 
niflers  can  by  their  inftru^on  and  perfuafion  render  dif- 
ciples ;  that  is,  fuch  as  do  fincerely  believe  the  truth  of  his 
do&rine,  and  ferioufly  refolve  to  obey  his  commandments. 
It  is  performed  in  the  name ;  that  is,  it  is  minidered  by 
the  authority,  and  bears  fpecial  relation  unto  the  Perfons 
of  the  blefled  Trinity,  as  the  chief  objects  of  the  faith 
profefled,  and  the  fole  objeds  of  the  obedience  under- 
taken therein;  as  exhibiting  gracious  favours  unto  the 
perfon  baptized,  and  as  receiving  fpecial  obligations  from 
him. 

Such  is  the  adion  itfelf  declared  to  be;  the  myftery 
thereof  conlifts  in  its  being  a  notable  (ign  to  reprefent, 
and  an  authentic  feal  to  ratify,  the  collation  then  made  of 
certain  great  benefits  to  us ;  and  our  undertaking  corre- 
fpondent  duties  toward  God. 

The  benefits  whidi  God  then  fignifies,  and  (upon  due 
terms)  engageth  to  confer  on  us,  are  thefe  : 

I.  The  purgation  or  abfolution  of  us  from  the  guilt  of 
paft  ofiences,  by  a  free  and  full  remiflion  of  them,  (the 
which  wafhing  by  water,  cleanfing  from  all  fiains,  doth 
moft  appofitely  reprefent ;)  and  confequently  God's  being 
reconciled  imto  us,  his  receiving  us  into  a  date  of  grace 
and  favour,  his  freely  juftifying  us,  (thai  is,  looking  upon 
us,  or  treating  us  as  juft  &nd  innocent  perfons,  although 
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before  we  flood  guilty  of  heinous  fins^  and  thereupon 

liable  to  grievous  puniihments,)  that  thefe  benefits  art 

conferred  in  baptifm,  many  places  of  Scripture  pkdnly 

(hew ;    [and  the  primitive  church,  with  mod  firm  and 

Vid.  Juft.    unanimous  confent,  did  believe.]     And  now,  faid  Ananias 

Apol«  «•      to  St.  Paul,  why  doji  thou  tarry  f  Arife  and  be  baptized, 

Bapt.  &c.    and  wq/h  away  thy  fins :   and,   Repent j  faith  St.  Peter, 

fi^ir'as.  preaching  to  the  Jews,  and  let  every  one  of  you  be  bap- 

Zph,y.26.  tized  for  the  remi/pon  of  fins :  and,  Chriftj  faith  St.  Paul 

•again  to  the  Ephefians,  loved  his  Churchy  and  delivered 

himfelf  for  it,  that  he  might  fanSiify  itj  purging  it  by  the 

wafiiing  of  water ^  h  fftifMtrij  (that  is,  he  effeftually  in  bap- 

tifm  configned  to  the  members  of  his  Church  that  mercy 

and  remiffion  of  fins  which  he '  purchafed  and  merited  by 

iCor.vi.ii.his  pailion  :)  and  again,  Such,  faith  he  to  the  Corinthians, 

were  fome  of  you ;    (that  is,  ye  were  perfons  guilty  of 

heinous  (ins  ;)  but  ye-have  been  wafiied^  ye  have  been  fane- 

tifiedf  ye  have  been  jufiified  in  the  name  of  our  Lord,  and 

by  the  Spirit  of  our  God :  where  having  been  wq^ed  in 

Chri/i*^  name  doth   (in  congruity  with  what  is  faid  in 

other  places)  denote  baptifm  in  his  name ;  beingya9i^i/M 

and  jufiified  do  exprefs  the  firft  benefits  accompanying 

that  baptifm.    And  indeed,  wherever  a  general  remiffion 

of  fins,  or  a  full  fandlification,  or  confecration,  and  juftifi- 

cation  of  men's  perfons  in  God's  fight,  are  mentioned; 

that  remiflion  of  fins,  that  feparation,  or  dedication  unto 

God's  service ;  that  reception  into  grace,  which  are  coii* 

figned  in   baptifm,  are   (I   conceive)   underftood ;    there 

being  no  other  feafon  or  occafion,  wherein  ordinarily  and 

vifibly  God  doth  exhibit  thofe  benefits. 

Quid  fefti-      It  may  be  demanded.  How  children,  by  reafon  of  their 

"'ns'setas    ^^^^^^^^  ^S^9  ^^  Capable  of  thefe  benefits ;  how  they  can 

ad  remif-    be  pardoned,  who  never  had  ofiended ;  how  they  can.  be 

^^^^' jufiified,  who  never  were  capable  of  bebg  unjuft?  I  briefly 

Tertu/.       anfwer,  that  becaufe  they  come  from  that  race,  which  by 

fin  had  forfeited  God's  favour,  and  had  alienated  itfelf 

from  him ;  becaufe  alfo  they  have  in  them  thofe  feeds  of 

pravily  from  which  afterward  certainly,  life  continuing, 

(without  God's  reftraining  grace,)  will  fprout  forth  in- 
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numerable  evil  adions;  therefore  that  God  overlooking 
all  the  defe£b  of  their  nature^  both  relative  and  abfolute,  — implemr 
or  perfonal,  doth  aflume  them  into  his  fpecial  favour,  issplrfttt* 
no  fmall  benefit  to  them,  anfwerable  to  the  remiffion  of  Sanaopue- 
adual  fin,  and  reditution  from  the  (late  confequent  thereon  nocent 
in  others.  *»«»  ^• 

a.  In  baptifm,  the  gift  of  God's  holy  Spirit  is  conferred,  10. 
qualifying  us  for  the  ftate  into  which  we  then  come,  and 
enabling  us  to  perform  the  duties  we   then  undertake, 
which  otherwife  we  fhould  be  unable  to  perform ;  for 
purification  of  our  hearts  from  vicious  inclinations  and 
defires ;  for  begetting  holy  difpofitions  and  afiedions  in 
our  fouls ;   for  to  guide  and  inftruft  us,  to  fuftain  and 
firengthen  us,  to  encourage  and  comfort  us  in  all  the 
courfe  of  Chriftian  piety :  the  which  efTefis  are  well  alfo 
figyred  by  water,  which  purifieth  things  both  from  in- 
herent and  adherent  filth.    That  this' benefit  is  annexed  to 
baptifm,  the  Scripture  alfo  teacheth  us  ;    Be  baptized,  AQ»  \\,  as. 
iaith  St.  Peter,  in  the  name  of  Chrifi,  to  the  remiffion  of 
Jins,  and  ye  Jhall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoji :  §1$  Sv 
iryfv/ta  hmrlff^fuv,  We  being  baptized  in  one  body,  are  1  Cor.  ziu 
made  to  drink  of  one  Spirit^  faith  St.  Paul :  and  with  the  ^^' 
lover  of  regeneration,  St.  Paul  again  joineth  the  renovation  xw^wm^ 
of  the  Holy  Ohoft:  and  it  is  reprefented  as  an  advantage  i[^]2]|7^» 
of  our  Saviour's  baptifm  above  that  of  John,  that  our«>tv^r«f 
Lord  not  only  baptized  with  water  to  repentance,  but  wi}hr^^^\^y^  ^^ 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  fire.  Matt.iii.ii. 

Some  preventing  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  (whereby 
God  freely  draweth  men  to  Chriftianity,  perfuading  their 
minds  to  aflent  thereto,  infpiring  their  hearts  with  refolu- 
tions  to  comply  with  it)  do  precede  baptifm ;  but  a  more 
full  communication  thereof,  (due  by  compaft,  afifured  by 
promife,)  for  the  confirming  and  maintaining  us  in  the 
firm  belief  and  conftant  pradice  of  Chriftianity,  is  confe- 
quent thereon;  Jfter  ye  had  believed,  ye  were  fealedby^^Yi.\.\^ 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife,  faith  St.  Paul.  To  fignify 
which  benefit  then  conferred,  the  ancient  Chriftians  did 
to  baptifm  annex  the  chrifm,  or  holy  undion,  fignifying 
the  collation  of  that  healing  and  cheering  Spirit  to  the 
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baptized  perfon;  that  which  St.  Paul  may  feem  to  re- 
3Cor.i.si.fpe£l,  when  he  faith,  He  thai  eJlaLliJheth  (or  confirmeth) 
t<^  with  you  into  Chrift,  and  who  hath  anointed  tisy  is  God; 
who  aljo  hath  Jealed  us,  and  hath  given  us  the  eameft  of 
the  Spirit  in  our  hearts. 

3.  With  thofe  gifts  is  conne£(ed  the  benefit  o£  regene- 
ration, implying  our  entrance  into  a  new  date  and  couife 
of.  life;  being  endowed  with  new  faculties,  difpofitiom, 
and  capacities  of  fouls ;  becoming  new  creatures  and  new 

Eph.  ii.  9!i,  iDen,  as  it  were,  renewed  after  the  likenefs  of.  God  m 

Coi.  iii.  10.  righteouftiefs  and  true  holinefs;  our  being  fan^fied  in  our 

a  Cor.  T.17.  hearts  and  lives,  being  mortified  to  fiefhly  lufts  and. worldly 

affeAions,  being  quickened  to  a  fpiritual  life  and  heavenly 

converfation  :  in.(hort,  becoming,  in  relation  and  in  difpo- 

fition  df  mind,  the  childroi  of  God.    This  the  iotatter  and 

the  a£tion  of  baptifm  do  fet  out :  for  as  children  new 

Ezek.  zri.  bom,  (for  cleanfing  them  from  impurities  adherent  from 

-lAir«r«  g  the  womb,)  both  among  the  Jews  and  other  people,  were 

Jj2*^|*'»  wont  to  be  waihed  5  io  are  we  in  baptifm,  fignifying  oiir. 

TImct.  '     purification  from  natural  and  worldly  defilements :    the 

merfion  alfo  in  water,  and  the  emerfion  thence,  doth  figure 

our  death  to  the  former,  and  receiving  to  a  new  life. 

Tit.  iii.  4.   Whence  baptifm'  is  by  St.  Paul  called  the  laver  ofregene* 

John  iii.  6.  ration ;   and  our  Lord  iaith,  that  if  a  man .  be  not  bom 

again  of  water  and  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  intp  the 

kingdom  of  God;  that  is,  every  one  becoming  a  Chriftian 

is  by  baptifm  regenerated,  or  put  into  k  new  ftate  of  life, 

getteth  new  difpofitions  of  foul,  and  new  relations  to  God ; 

Gal.  iii.  q6.  Ye  are  all,  fmth  St.  Paul,  the  children  of  God  by  faith  in 

Chri/l  Jefus ;  that  is,  by  embracing  Ms  dodrine,  and  fub- 

Rom.  Ti.  4.  mitting  to  his  law  profefledly  in  baptifm  :  and,  JVe,  iaith 

'St.  Paul  again,  are  buried  with  Chrifi  through  baptym  unto 

death  ;  that  as  Chrifi  was.  raifedfrom  the  dead  by  the  glory 

of  the  Father,  fo  alfo  wefhould  walk  in  newnefs  of  life, 

4.  With  thefe  benefits  is  conjoined  that,  ^of  being  in- 
ferted  into  God's  Church,  his  family,  the  nuoiber  ctf  his 
chofen  people,  the  myftical  body  of  Cbrift,  whereby  we 
become  entitled  to  the  privileges  and  immunities  <>f  that 

19.  '  ^"'  heavenly  corporation.     IVe,  faith  St.  Paul>  have  been  all 
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lapiized  in  one  Spirit  into  one  body,  the  myftical  body  of 

Chrift :  and,  So  many  of  you^  faith  he  again,  as  have  beenOtl.  iii.  97. 

baptized  into  Chrift^  (into  Chrift  myftical,  or  the  Church,) 

have  pvt  on  Chrift ;  and  ye  are,  adds  he,  all  one  in  Chrifl 

Jefus.     As  profelytes  anlong  the  Jews  by  baptifm  were 

admitted  unto  the  communion  and  privileges  of  the  Je^V- 

i(h,  fo  thereby  are  we  received  into  the  like  communion 

and  privileges  of  the  Chriftian,  far  more  excellent,  fd- 

ciety. 

5.  In  confequence  of  thefe  things,  there  is  with  baptifm 
conferred  a  capacity  of,  a  title  unto,  an  aflurance  (under 
condition  of  perfevering  in  faith  and  obedience  to  our    1 
liOrd)  of,  eternal  life  and  falvation.     We  are  therein,  in 
St.  Peter's  words,  regenerated  unto  a  lively  hope  of  an  in^i  Pet. !.  9. 
corruptible  inheritance,  by  \hdX  rtfurre&ion  of  Chri/l,  which 
is  reprefented  to  us  in  this  a£tion ;  and  fo  therein  applied, 
aif  to  beget  in  ws  a  title  and  a  hope  to  rife  again  in  Kk6 
manner  to  a  blifsful  life ;  whence  we  are  faid  therein  to 
rife  with  him;  Beings  faith  St.  Paul,  buried  with  him  mCol. H.  19. 
bapti/m,  wherein  alfo  we  were  raifed  again:  whence  by 
the  two  great  Apoftles  baptifm  is  faid  to  fave  us:  B6rp-iPtt.iu.9i. 
tifm,  faith  St.  Peter,  the  antitype  of  the  delivery  in  the 
flood,  doth  fave  us ;  that  is,  admitteth  us  into  the  ark, 
putteth  us  into  the  fure  way  of  falvation  :  and,  God,  faith  Tit.  iii.  5. 
St.  Paul,  according  to  his  mercy  faved  us,  by  the  laver  of 
regeneration :  and,  He  thatfhall  believe,  and  fhall  be  bap^  Mark  xvi. 
tixedj  Jhall  be  faved,  id  our  Saviour's  own  word  and  pro-^** 
ttiife  :  fhall  be  faved  ;  that  is,  ftiall  be  put  into  a  ftate  and 
way  of  falvation ;  continuing  in  which  ftate,  proceeding  in 
which  way,  he  affuredly  fhxill  be  faved :  for  faith  there 
denoteth  perfeveranoe  in  faith,  and  baptifm  implieth  per- 
formance of  the  conditions  therein   undertaken ;   which 
next  id  to  be  confidered. 

For  as  this  holy  rite  iigniiieth  and  fealeth  God's  cold- 
tion  of  fo  many  great  benefits  on  us ;  fo  it  alfo  implieth, 
and,  on  our  part,  ratifieth  our  obligation,  then  in  an  efpe- 
cial  manner  commencing,  to  feveral  moft  important  duties' 
toward  him.  It  implieth,  that  we  are  in  mind  fully  per- 
fuaded  concerning  the  truth  of  that  Aodinikt  which  God 
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the  Father  revealed  by  hre  blefled  Son,  and  confirmed  by 
the  miraculous  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  we  therein 
profefs  our  humble  and  thankful  embracing  the  overtures 
of  mercy  and  grace,  purchafed  for  us  by  our  Saviour's 
meritorious  undertaking  and  performances,  the  which  are 
then  exhibited  and  tendered  to  us ;  we  therein  declare  our 
hearty  refolution  to  forfake  all  wicked  courfes  of  life,  re- 
pugnant to  the  do£trine  and  law  of  Chrift ;  fiilly  to  con- 
form our  lives  to  his  wiD,  living  thereafter  in  all  piety, 
righteoufnefs^  and  fobriety,  as  loyal  fubje&s,  laithfiil  fer- 
vants,  and  dutiful  children  to  God :  in  brief,  we  therein 
^ilire  bound,  renouncing  all  erroneous  principles,  all  vicious 
inclinations,  and  all  other  engagements  whatever,  entirely 
to  devote  ourfelves  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  God  the 
Father,  our  glorious  and  good  Maker ;  of  God  th^  Son, 
our  gracious  Redeemer;  of  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  our 
blefled  Guide,  Ailiftant,  Advocate,  and  Comforter  t  thefe 
are  the  duties  antecedent  unto,  and  concomitant  of,  our 
baptifm,  (immediately  an4  formally  required  of  thofe 
who  are  capable  of  performing  them,  mediately  and  vir- 
tually of  them  who  are  not,)  the  which  are  fignified  by 
our  being  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

Thefe  duties   the  Scripture  commonly  exprefleth   by 
the  word, yhi/A  and  repentance;  fometimes  iingly,  fome- 
AasTiH.37*  times  conjunftly:    Ify  (aid  Philip  to  the  Eunuch,  thou 
believejl  with  thy  hearty  it  is  lawful  (for  thee  to  be  bap- 
tized ;)   faith  was  an  indifpenfable  condition  prerequifite 
Ads  ii.  86.  thereto  :  and.  Repent,  faith  St.  Peter,  and  let  every  one  of 
you  be  baptized;  repentance  alfo  was  neceflary  to  pre- 
cede it :  indeed  both  thefe  (as  they  are  meant  in  this 
cafe)   do  in  effeO.  fignify  the  {ame;   each  importeth  a 
being  renewed  in  mind,  in  judgment,  in  will,  in  aflfec- 
A&s  xrri.  tion  ;  a  ferious  embracing  of  Chrift's  doArine,  and  a  fted- 
XX,  ai.       ^^  refolution  to  adhere  thereto  in  pra£tice.     Hence  are 
xxvi.  90.  iii.  thofe  effefts  or  confequences  attributed  to  faith,  iuftifv- 
Kom.  V.     mg  us,  reconcilmg  and  bnngmg  us  near  to  God,  favmg 
I,  a.  iii.  95.  yg .  becaufe  it  is  the  neceflary  condition  required  by  God, 
Gal.  ii.  16.  and  by  him  accepted,  that  we  may  be  capable  of  thofe 
^"'  *'         benefits  conferred  in  baptifm ;  the  fame  beinig  alfo  re- 
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ferred  to  that  repentance,  or  change  of  mind,  which  muftHcb.  x.89. 
accompany-  our  entrance  into   Chriftianity  ;    that  good  jj,^  la"' '' 
confcience  with  which  we  ftipulate  a  perpetual  devotion  ^  Thcff.  H. 
and  obedience  to  God;  the  which  therefore  doth,  as  St. ^ Tim.  ii. 
Peter  telleth  us,  Java  us ;  it  contributing  to  our  falva-  ^ *•     ... 
tion,  as  a  duty  neceflarily  required  in  order  thereto.    This  Matt,  ix.13. 
is  that  death  to  fin,  and  refurreAion  to  righteoufnefs,  that  Jf"^*  "*^* 
being  buried  with  Chrift,  and  rifing  again  with  him,  fo  as  Mark  ji.  17. 
to  walk  in  newnefs  of  life,  which  the  baptifmal  aftionRom.'ii*,* 
fignifies,  and  which  we  then  really  undertake  to  perform.  *»  *<^- 

And  as  fuch  are  the  duties  preceding  or  accompany- 
ing baptifm ;  fo  making  good  the  engagenients  they 
contain,  cbnftantly  perfifting  in  them,  maintaining  and 
improving  them,  are  duties  neceflarily  confequent  there- 
upon;  Having f  faith  the  Apoftle,  had  our  bodies  waJhedHth.x.vi9. 
with  pure  water,  let  us  hold  fajl  the  profejjfion  of  our  faith^^^^'^''^'^^' 
without  wavering.  We  (hould  indeed  continually  re- 
member, frequently  and  ferioufly  confider,  what  in  fo 
folemn  a  manner  we  (upon  fo  valuable  confiderations) 
did  then  undertake,  promife,  and  vow  to  God,  diligently 
driving  to  perform  it ;  for  violating  our  part  of  the  co- 
venant and  (Itpulation  then  made,  by  apoftafy  in  profef- 
fion  or  praftice  from  God  and  goodnefs,  we  certainly 
muft  forfeit  thofe  ineftimable  benefits  which  God  other- 
wife  hath  tied  himfelf  to  beftow ;  the  pardon  of  our  fins, 
the  favour  of  God,  the  being  members  of  Chrift,  the 
grace,  guidance,  afliftance,  and  comfort  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  the  right  unto,  and  hope  of,  falvation.  We  fo 
doing,  (hall  not  only  fimply  difobey  and  offend  God ;  but 
add  the  higheft  breach  of  fidelity  to  our  difobedience, 
together  with  the  mod  heinous  ingratitude,  abufing  the 
greateft  grace  that  could  be  vouchfafed  us ;  If  we  unl-  Hcb.  x.  a«, 
fully  fn  after  we  liave  taken  the  acknowledgment  of  the^^' 
truth,  (faith  the  Apoftle,  meaning  that  folemn  profeflion 
of  our  faith  in  baptifm,)  we  trample  under  foot  the  Son  of 
Gody  we  profane  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  we  do  de/pite 
unto  the  Spirit  of  grace  ;  and  incurring  fo  deep  guilt,  we 
muft  expeft  fuitable  puniihment.  But  I  proceed  to  the 
other  iacrament, 
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Cfpt.  E|»  ^MONG  the  wonderful  works  of  power  and  grace  per- 
formed by  God  Almighty  in  favour  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael,  and  in  order  to  their  delivery  from  the  Egyptian 
flavery,  a  mod  iignal  one  was  the  froiting  the  firft-bom  in 
every  houfe  of  the  Egyptians,  and  pafling  over  the  houfes 
of  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  wherein  God  declared  his  juft 
wrath  againil  their  cruel  oppreflbrs,  depriving  them  in  a 
fudden  and  dreadful  manner  of  what  was  neareft  and 
deareft  to  them ;  and  his  gracious  mercy  toward  them, 
in  preferving  what  was  alike  dear  to  them  from  fo  wofiil 
a  calamity ;  thus  (as  the  text  exprefleth  it)  putting  a  dif- 
ference between  the  Egyptians  and  the  children  of  Ilrael. 
Now  that  the  memory  of  fo  remarkable  a  mercy  might 
be  prefer\'ed,  that  their  afie^lions  might  be  raifed  to  a 
firong  fenfe  of  God's  goodnefs,  and  their  faith  in  him 
confirmed,  fo  as  in  the  like  need  to  hope  for  the  fame 
favourable  help  and  protedion,  by  the  copiideration  of  fo 
notable  an  experiment,  it  pleafed  God  to  appoint  a  facra- 
ment,  or  myderious  rite,  to  be  annually  celebrated,  repre- 
fenting  and  recalling  to  mind  that  a^  of  God,  wherein 
his  fpecial  kindnefs  was  fo  eminently  demonftrated  toward 
his  people :  the  fame  alfo  (as  did  other  i^tes  and  facrifices 
inftituted  by  God  among  that  people)  looking  dire&ly 
forward  upon  that  other  great  delivery  from  fin  and  hell, 
which  God  in  mercy  defigned  toward  mankind,  to  be 
achieved  by  our  Saviour;  prefiguring,  that  the  fouls  of 
tbem  who  fltould  be.  willing  to  forfake  the  (piritual  bon- 
dage of  fin,  ihould  be  faved  from  the  ruin  coming  upon 
tb^m  who  would  abide  therein ;  God  regarding  the  blood 
Exod.zii.  of  our  Saviour  (that  immapiilfite  JUunb,  f^c^ficed  for 
^^'  them)  fprinkled  upon  the  doors  of  their  hpuies ;  that  is. 
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by  hearty  faith  and  repentance,  applied  to  their  con-  Heb.  z.  99. 
fciences*  The  occafion  ^of  cekbrating  which  holy  rite, '  ^^^'  *•  ^' 
our  Saviour  we  fee  did  improve  to  the  inftitution  of  this 
facrament,  moft  agreeing  therewith  in  defign,  as  repre- 
fentative  and  commemorative  of  the  greateft  bleffing  and 
mercy  that  we  are  capable  of  having  vouchfafed  to  us ;  fome 
part  of  that  ancient  rite  or  facrifice  (which  was  moft  fuit- 
able  to  the  fpecial  purpofes  of  this  inftitution,  and  moft 
conformable  to  the  general  conftitution  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  whereby  all  bloody  facrifices  are  abolifhed)  being 
retained  in  this. 

The  a£kion  itfelf  (or  rather  the  whole  rite,  confifting  of 
divers  anions)  we  fee  plainly  defcribed  in  the  Gofpels, 
and  in  the  firft  EpilUe  of  St.  Paul   to  the  Corinthians^ 
diftinguifliable  into  thefe  chief  parts,     i.  The  benedidioniTim.hr.5* 
and  confecration  (by  prayer  and  thankfgiving)  of  bread 
and  wine.     2.  The  breaking  of  bread,  and  handling  the  Luke  zxii. 
cup.    3.  The  delivery  and  diftribution  of  them   to  the^^^^ 
perfons  prefent.    4.  The  declaration  accompanying  thafv. 
delivery,  that  thofe  fyrabolical  things   and  aSions  did  34, 25.*'' 
repreient  our  Saviour's  body  given  and  broken,  our  Sa-  j^V^*  .. 
viour's  blood  ftied  and  poured  out  for  us,  in  fan£tion  of  17. 
the  new   covenant.    5.  The  aftual  partaking  of  ^hofejjJJU^J^*"' 
fymbols,  by  eating  the  bread  and  drinking  the  wioe,  sa,  93,  m. 
done  by  all  prefent.    Thefe  things  we  find  done  at  the  ^'*^  '*^ 
firft  inftitution  and  exemplary  pra£tice  of  this  holy  cere- 
mony ;  the  which  our  Saviour  obliged  us  to  imitate,  lay- 
ing, Do  Ihis  in  remembrance  of  me.    There  foUoweth  in 
St.  Matthew  and  St.  Mark,  prefently  after  the  narration 
conceniiing  thefe  partKulars, — Km  vfAvr^travre^f  And  having  Matt,  xxvl 
Jung  a  hymn,  they  went  to  the  ntotmi  of  Olives:  which ^^i^^,, 
a£Uon  was  indeed  in  itftlf  proper  to  conclude  the  prk&ioe  s^* 
of  this  holy  rite ;  yet  what  reference  it  hath  thereto  oim- 
not  thence  be  determined :  however,  with  thefe  the  Church 
hath  always  joined  feveral  ads  of  devoition  (confeflioos, 
prayers,  ^ralfes,  thanksgivings,  interceftions,  vows)  fuitable 
to  the  nature  and  defign  of  the  facrament,  apt  to  glorify 
God,  and  edify  the  faithful  in  the  celebration  thereof. 

Such  is  the  praSice  itfelf  inftituied  and  enjoined  by  our 
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Saviour;  the  myfterious  importance  thereof^  as  we  GnU  it 
explained  in  holy  Scripture,   (^e  only  folid  and  furt 
ground  upon  which  we  can  build  the  explication  of  fuper- 
-  natural  myfteries,)  confifteth  chiefly  in  thefe  particulars : 

1.  It  was  intended  for  a  commemorative  reprefentation 
of  our  Saviour's  paffion  for  us-;  fit  to  mind  us  of  it,  to 
move  us  to  confider  it,  to  beget  afiedions  in  us  fuitable 

Lokexxit.  to  the  memory  and  confideration  thereof:  Tom  Toicrrt  f!^ 
i^Cor.  xi.  ^^  ^l^^i^  avifji^rfi^iv'  Do  thisj  faith  our  Lord,  for  my  remem* 
3»«  btance,  or  in  commemoration  of  me ;  that  is,  fo  as  thereby 

to  have  raifed  in  you  a  refle^on  of  mind  and  heart  upon 
thofe  grievous  pains  which  I  (hall  have  endured  for  your 
fake,  to  procure  for  you  a  remiffion  of  fins  and  reconcilia- 
1  Cor.  xi.    tion  to  God  :  and.  So  often,  (kith  St.  Paul,  as  ye  eai  this 
^^'  bread f  and  drink  this  cup,  TunayyiKKm,  ye  tell  forth  (or 

fignificantly  exprefs)  the  death  of  our  Lord  till  he  come,  or 
during  his«bfence  from  us.  The  fuflering  of  our  Saviour 
(the  mod  wonderful  aA  of  goodnefs  and  charity  that  ever 
was  performed  in  the  world,  which  produced  eth&s  of 
bigheft  confequence  to  our  benefit,  the  confideration 
whereof  is  apt  to  work  the  bell  difpofitions  of  piety  in  us) 
(hould  very  frequently  be  prefent  to  our  thoughts  and 
aflfeflions ;  and  that  it  may  be  fo  with  advantage,  fuch  a 
folemn  and  fenfible  reprefentation  thereof  is  very  con- 
ducible ;  wherein  we  behold  him  crucified,  as  it  were  in 
effigie,  his  body  broken,  his  blood  poured  out  for  us ;  it 
being,  in  a  fort,  a  putting  us  into  the  circumfiances  of 
thofe  who  did  behold  our  Saviour  for  us  hanging  upon 
the  crofs.  Our  Lord  being  abfent  in  body  from  us, 
(fitting  in  heaven  at  God's  right  hand,)  to  fupply  that 
abfence,  that  we  (hould  not  be  apt  to  forget  him,  and 
thereby  become  wholly  efiranged  from  him,  is  pleafed  to 
order  this  occafion  of  being  prefent,  and  converfing  with 
us,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  retain  in  our  memories  his 
gracious  performances  for  us  ;  may  imprefs  in  our  hearts 
a  kindly  fenfe  of  them  ;  may  raife  us  up  in  mind  and  af- 
fe&ion  to  him. 

2.  The  benefits  confequent  upon  our  Saviour's  pa(&on, 
jrijjhtly  apprehended,  heartily  believed,  ferioufly  confi-» 
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dered  by  us^  are  hereby  Uvely  reprefented,  and  efieduallj 
conveyedi  to  the  fudenance  and  nouriftiment  of  our  fpi* 
ritual  life,  to  the  refrefhmeiit  and  comfort  of  our  fouls. 
It  is  a  holy  feafi,  a  fpiritual  repaft^  a  divine  entert^nment, 
to  which  God  in  kindnefs  invites  us;  to  which,  if  we 
come  with  well-difpofed  minds,  he  there  feeds  us  with 
mod  holy  and  delicious  viands,  with  heavenly  manna^ 
with  moft  reviving  and  cheriihing  liquor.  Bread  is  the 
daif  of  life,  the  moft  common^  moft  neceflary^  and  mod 
wholefome,  and  mod  favoury  meat;  wine  is  the  mod 
pleafant  and  wholefome  alfo,  the  mod  fprightly  and  cor- 
dial drink :  by  them  therefore  our  Lord  chofe  to  repre- 
fent  that  body  and  blood,  by  the  oblation  of  which  a  ca- 
pacity of  life  and  health  was  procured  to  mankind ;  the 
taking  in  which  by  right  apprehenfion,  tading  it  by  hearty 
faith,  digeding  it  by  careful  attention  and  meditation, 
converting  it  into  our  fubdance  by  devout,  grateful^  and 
holy  afi*e£tions,  joined  with  ferious  and  dcady  refolutions 
of  living  anfwerable  thereto,  will  certainly  fupport  and 
maintain  our  fpiritual  life  in  a  vigorous  health  and  happy 
growth  o^race ;  refrediing  our  hearts  with  comfort  and 
fatisfa^lion  unfpeakable ;  He  that  doeth  thus,  eats  our  ;Sa-Jobnvi.ii, 
viour*s  fiejh^  and  drinks  his  bloody  (that  is,  who,  as  our  *^'  ^'  *^ 
Saviour  interpreteth  it,  doth  believe  in  him;  that  belief 
importing  all  other  a£ts  of  mind  and  will  conneded  with 
right  perfuafions  concerning  him,)  hath  eternal  life^  and 
Jhall  live  far  ever^  as  himfelf  declares  and  promifes :  which 
benefits,  therefore,  in  the  due  performance  of  this  holy 
duty,  are  conveyed  unto  us* 

3.  This  facrament  declares  that  union  which  good 
Chridians  partaking  thereof  have  with  Chrid ;  their  myf- 
tical  infertion  into  him,  by  a  clofe  dependence  upon  him  John  xt,  4. 
for  fpiritual  life,  mercy,  grace,  and  falvation ;  a  condant 
adherence  to  him,  by  faith  and  obedience;  a  near  confor«- 
mity  to  him  in  mind  and  afieftion ;  an  infeparable  con- 
junction with  him,  by  the  drifted  bands  of  fidelity,  and 
by  the  mod  endearing  relations :  which  things  could  not 
more  fitly  be  fet  out,  than  by  the  partaking  our  bed  and 
mod  neceflary  food ;  which  being  taken  in>  foon  beoraaes 
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united  to  us,  aflimilated  and  converted  into  our  fubftanoe ; 
thereby  renewing  our  ftrength,  and  repairing  the  decays 
JohnTi.»6.of  our  nature:  wherefore.  He,  futb  our  Saviour,  that 
eateth  myjlejh,  and  drinketh  my  blood,  abideth  in  me,  and 
iGor*z.i6./tn  him;  and,  The  cup  of  blejffing,  faith  St.  Paul,  whkh 
we  blefs,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  blood  of  Chri/lf 
the  bread  which  we  break,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the 
body  of  ChriftP  We  in  the  outward  aAion  partake  of 
the  fymbols  reprefenting  our  Saviour's  body  and  blood ; 
We  in  the  fptritual  intention  communicate  of  his  very 
perfon,  being  (according  to  the  manner  infinuated)  inti- 
mately united  to  him. 

4.  By  this  facrament  confequently  is  fignified  and  fealed 

that  imion  which  is  among  our  Saviour's  true  diiciples 

communicating  therein;   their  being  together  united  in 

conTent  of  mind  and  unity  of  faith ;  in  mutual  good*will 

and  afie£lion,  in  hope,  and  tendency  to  the  fame  bleifed 

end,  in  fpiritual  brotherhood  and  fociety  ;  efpectaUy  upon 

account  of  their  communion  with  Chrift,  which  moil 

dofely  ties  them  one  to  another ;  they  partaking  of  this 

Vtd.cyp.   One  individual  food,  become  tranflated,  as  it  were,  into 

i4«.  u"ii?  ^^^  body  and  fubflance ;  Seeing,  faith  St.  Pauif  we  being 

p.  908.    '   many,  are  one  bread,  one  body  ;  for  all  of  us  do  partake  of 

lCor.x*i7«  I         1 

<kne  bread. 

In  the  reprefenting,  producing,  and  promoting  thefe 
things,  we  are  taught  the  myfi«ry  of  this  iacrament  doth 
cbnfift ;  it  was  defigned,  as  a  proper  and  efficacious  inftru* 
ment,  to  raiie  in  us  pious  affeAions  toward  our  good  Grod 
and  gracious  Redeemer;  to  difpofe  us  to  all  holy  pra&ice; 
to  confirm  our  faith,  to  nourifh  our  hope,  to  quicken  our 
refolutions  of  walking  carefully  in  the  ways  of  duty ;  to 
unite  us  more  faftly  to  our  Saviobr,  and  to  combine  us  in 
charity  one  toward  another;  the  accomplifliiiig  of  which 
intekits  thereof  doth  fuppofc  our  faithful  and  diligent 
concurrence  in  the  ufe  thereof:  whence  arife  many  duties 
incumbent  upon  us  in  refpe£t  thereto ;  fonie  antecedent, 
fome  concomitant,  fome  confequent  to  the  ufe  thereof. 

I.  Before  we  addrefs  ourfelves  to  the  partaking  of  this 
venerable  myfteiy,  we  ffabuld  confider  whither  we  are 
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going,  what  is  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  aSion 
we  fet  ourfelves  about;  that  we  are  approaching  to  o«r  1  Cor. x. 21. 
Lord's  table,  (fo  St.  Paul  calleth  it,)  to  come  into  his 
more  efpecial  prefence,  to  be  entertained  by  him  with  the 
deareft  welcome  and  the  bed  cheer  that  can  be ;  to  re- 
ceive the  fulleft  teftimonies  of  his  mercy,  and  the  fureft 
pledges  of  his  favour  toward  us ;  that  we  are  going  to 
behold  our  Lord  in  tendered  love,  offering  up  himfelf  a 
facrifice  to  God,  therein  undergoing  the  fored  pains  and 
fouled  difgraces  for  our  good  and  (alvation;  that  we 
ought  therefore  to  bring  with  us  difpoiitions  of  foul  fuit- 
able  to  fuch  an  accefs  unto,  fuch  an  intercourfe  with,  our 
gracious  Lord.  Had  we  the  honour  and  favour  to  be  in- 
vited to  the  table  of  a  great  prince,  what  efpecial  care 
diould  we  have  to  drefs  our  bodies  in  a  clean  and  decent 
garb,  to  compofe  our  minds  in  order  to  expreifion  of  all 
due  reipe^l  to  him ;  to  bring  nothing  about  us  noifome 
or  ugly,  that  might  offend  his  fight,  or  difpleafe  his  miod: 
the  like,  iurely,  and  greater  care  we  diould  apply,  when 
we  thus  being  called,  do  go  into  God's  prefence  and  com- 
munion. We  diQuld,  in  preparation  thereto,  with  all  our 
power,  endeavour  to  cleanfe  our  fouls  from  all  impurity 
of  thought  and  defire ;  from  all  iniquity  and  perverfenefs ; 
from  all  malice,  envy,  hatred,  anger,  and  all  fuch  evil  dif- 
poiitions, which  are  mod  offeniive  to  Gpd's  all-piercing 
fight,  and  unbeleeming  his  glorious  prefence ;  we  diouU 
drefs  our  fouls  with  all  thofe  comely  ornaments  of  grace 
(with  purity,  humility,  meeknefs,  and  charity)  which 
will  render  us  acceptable  and  well-pleafing  to  him ;  we^ 
diould  compofe  our  minds  into  a  fran)e  of  reveiience  aod 
awful  regard  to  the  niajedy  of  God;  into  a  lowjy,  caltn^ 
and  tender  difpofition  of  heart,  apt  to  exprefs  all  refpe£t 
due  to  his  prefence,  fit  to  admit  the  gracious  illapfes  of 
his  Holy  Spirit ;  very  fufceptive  of  all  holy  iand  heavenly 
affe^ions,  which  are  fuitable  to  fuch  a  communion,  or 
may  fpring  from  it.  We  diould  therefor^' remove  and 
abandon  from  us,  not  only  all  vicious  inclinations  and  eVil 
purpofes;  but  even  all  worldly  cares,  defires,  and  pofiRohs, 
which  may  diilra&  or  difcoiiipoi^  119,  tba)  may  dull  oi'  de- 
j0&. ufiy^that  jQQfly  cai2lS^;u3  jo b^bpciimrfdyev jiidecQiitly 
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or  unworthily  before  God,  that  may  bereave  us  of  the 
excellent  fruits  from  fo  blefTed  an  entert^nroent. 

I  Cof.  xu  To  thefe  purpofes  we  (hould,  according  to  St.  Paul's 
advice,  $oxijtMc^«y  laurov;,  examine  and  approve  ourfelves ; 
coniidering  our  pad  anions  and  our  prefent  inclinations ; 
and  accordingly,  by  ferious  meditation,  and  fervent  prayer 
to  God  for  his  gracious  affiilance  therein,  working  our 
fouls  into  a  hearty  remorfe  for  our  paft  mifcarriages,  and 
a  (incere  refolution  to  amend  for  the  future ;  forfaking  ail 
fin,  endeavouring  in  all  our  a^ons  to  ferve  and  pleafe 

t  Cor.  Y.  7>God;  purging  outy  as  St.  Paul  again  enjoineth  us,  the  old 
leaven  of  vice  and  wickednefs;  fo  that  we  may  feaft,  and 
celebrate  this  paflbver,  in  which  Chrift  is  myftically  facri- 
ficed  for  us,  in  the  unleavened  difpofitions  ofjvncerity  and 
truth.  Such  are  the  duties  previous  to  our  partaking  this 
facrament. 

a.  Thofe  duties  which  accompany  it  are,  a  reverent 
and  devout  aflfe£tion  of  heart,  with  a  fuitable  behaviour 
therein ;  an  awful  fenfe  of  mind,  befitting  the  majefty  of 
that  prefence  wherein  we  do  appear,  anfwerable  to  the 
greatnefs,  and  goodnefs,  and  holinefs  of  him  with  whom 
we  converfe,  becoming  the  facrednefs  of  thofe  myfteries 
which  are  exhibited  to  us,  (that  which  St.  Paul  feemeth 

iCor.  xi.    to  call  httxplvav  ri  (Tco/xa  Kupiou,  to  dijbem  or  diftinguiih 

^  our  Lord's  body  ;  that  is,  yielding  a  peculiar  reverence  of 

mind  and  behaviour  in  regard  thereto;)  a  devotion  of 
heart,  confiding  in  hearty  contrition  for  our  fins,  which 
did  expofe  our  Saviour  to  the  enduring  fuch  pains,  then 
remembered ;  in  firm  refolution  to  forfake  the  like  there- 
after, as  injurious,  difhonourable,  and  difpleafing  to  him ; 
in  fervent  love  of  him,  as  full  of  fo  wonderful  goodnefs 
and  charity  toward  us ;  in  moft  hearty  thankfulnefs  for 
thofe  unconceivably  great  expreflions  of  kindnefs  toward 
us ;  in  deepeft  humility,  upon  fenfe  of  our  unworthinefs 
to  receive  fuch  teilimonies  of  grace  and  favour  from  him, 
(our  unworthinefs  to  eat  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  his 
table;  how  much  more  to  be  admitted  into  fuch  degrees 
of  honourable  communion  and  familiarity,  of  clofe  con- 
jun£Uon  and  union  with  him !)  of  pious  joy  in  confider- 
ation  of  the  excellent  privilq^s  herein  imparted^  and  of 
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the  blefled  fruits  accruing  to  us  from  his  gracious  per- 
formances ;  in  a  comfortable  hope  of  obtaining  and  en- 
joying the  benefits  of  his  obedience  and  paffion,  by  the 
affidance  of  his  grace ;  in  fteady  fiuth  and  full  perfuafion 
of  mindy  that  he  is  (fuppofing  our  dutiful  compliance) 
ready  to  beftow  upon  us  all  the  bleffings  then  exhibited  f 
in  attentively  fixing  the  eyes  of  our  mind^  and  all  the 
powers  of  our  foul  (our  underftanding,  will,  memory, 
fancy,  SiSeQion)  upon  him,  as  willingly  pouring  forth  his^ 
life  for  our  falvation ;  laftly,  in  motions  of  enlarged  good- 
will and  charity  toward  all  our  brethren  for  his  fake,  ill 
obedience  to  his  will,  and  in  imitation  of  him  :  fuch  like 
duties  (hould  attend  our  participation  of  this  holy  facra- 
ment. 

3.  The  efie£ts  of  having  duly  performed  which,  (hould 
appear  in  the  pradice  of  thofe  duties  which  are  confe* 
quent  thereon ;  being  fuch  as  thefe :  an  increafe  of  all 
pious  inclinations  and  afTedions,  expreffing  themfelves  in 
a  real  amendment  of  our  lives,  and  producing  mor^ 
goodly  fruits  of  obedience;  the  thorough  digeition  of 
that  fpiritual  nouriflunent,  by  our  becoming  more  ikftly 
knit  to  our  Saviour  by  higher  degrees  of  faith  and  love  ^ 
the  maintaining  a  more  lively  fenfe  of  his  fuperabundant 
goodnefs ;  the  cheriifaing  thofe  influences  of  grace  which 
defcend  upon  our  hearts  in  this  communion,  and  imjMrov- 
ing  them  to  nearer  degrees  of  perfe£iion  in  all  piety  and 
virtue ;  a  watchful  care  and  endeavour  in  our  lives  to  ap» 
prove  ourfelves  in  fome  meafure  worthy  of  that  great  ho- 
nour and  favour  which  God  hath  vouchfafed  us  in  ad- 
mitting us  to  fo  near  approaches  to  himfelf ;  an  earned 
purfuance  of  the  refolutions,  performance  of  the  vows, 
making  good  the  engagements,  which  in  fo  folemn  a  man- 
ner, upon  fo  great  an  occafion,  we  made,  and  offered  up 
unto  our  God  and  Saviour ;  finally,  the  confidering  that 
by  the  breach  of  fuch  refolutions,  by  the  violation  of 
fuch  engagements,  our  fins  receiving  fo  mighty  aggrava- 
tion of  vain  inconftancy  and  wicked  perfidioufnefs,  our 
gmlt  will  hugely  be  increafed ;  our  fouls  relapfing  into  fo 
grievous  diftemper,  our  fpiritual  ftreogth  will  be  exceed- 
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in^y  iibpAired;  cotifequently  hence  our  true  comjforti 
will  be  afoated,  our  beft  hopes  will  be  (haken,  our  eternal 
fiate  will  be  defperately  endangered. 

There  is  one  duty  which  I  fliould  not  forbear  to  touch 
0oncemisig  this  &crament ;  that  is,  ouf  gladly  embracing 
any  opportunity  prefented  of  commvinicating  therein  { 
the  doing  fo  being  not  only  our  duty,  but  a  great  aid  and 
inftrument  of  piety ;  the  negile£)ing  it  a  grievous  fin,  and 
produ£tive  of  great  iniicluefs  to  us. 

The  primitive  Chrifiians  did  very  frequently  ufe  it,  par* 
taking  therein,  as  it  feems,  at  every  time  of  their  meeting 

Ads  ii.  4a.  for  God's  fervice;  it  is  faid  of  them  by  St.  Luke,  that  tkey 
continued  JHedfqflly  in  the'  Apples*  doBrine  and  Comma* 

iCor,x»ao,nion,  and  in  breaking  qfbready  and  in  prayers;  and,  iuhen 
you  tneet  together^  it  is  not  (as  according  to  the  intent  and 
duty  of  meeting  it  (hould  be)  tc  eat  the  Le/rd^s  Supper, 
laith  St.  Paul :  and  Juftin  Martyr  in  his  fecond  Apology, 
defcribing  the  religious  fervice  of  God  in  their  aflemblies, 
mentioneth  it  as  a  conftant  part  thereof ;  atkl  Elpiphanius 
reporteth  it  a  cuftom  in  the  Church,  derived  from  apofto- 
Itcal  infiitution,  to  celebrate  the  Eucharift  thrice  every 
week,  that  is,  fo  often  as  they  did  meet  to  pray  and  praife 
God;  which  pra£lice  may  weU  be  conceived  a  great 
nieans  of  kindling  and  preferving  in  them  that  holy  fer- 
vour of  piety,  which  they  fo  Uluftrioufly  expnefled  in  their 
converfation,  and  in  their  gladfome  fufiering  for  Chrift's 
fake :  and  the  remitting  of  that  frequency,  as  it  is  cer- 
tidnly  a  fign  and  an  efieft,  fo  in  part  it  may  pofiibly  be 
reckoned  a  caufe,  of  the  degeneracy  of  Chriftian  prance, 
into  that  great  coldnefs  and  flacknefs  which  afterward  did 
feize  upon  it,  and  now  doth  apparently  keep  it  in  a  lap- 
guifliing  and  half-dying  ftate. 

The  rarer  occasions  therefore  we  now  have  of  performr 
ing  this  duty,  (the  which  indeed  was  always  efteemed  the 
principal  office  of  God's  fervice,)  of  enjoying  this  benefit, 
(the  being  deprived  whereof  was  alfo  deemed  the  greateft 
punifhment  atid  infelicity  that  could  arrive  to  a  Chrif- 
tian,)  the  more  ready  we  (hoiild  be  to  embrace  them.  11; 
we  dread  God's  difpleafure,  if  we  value  our  Lord  and  his 


The  DoSirine  of  the  Sacraments.  6oj 

benefits^  if  we  tender  the  life,  health,  and  welfare  of  our 
fouls,  we  (hall  not  negle£t  it;  for  bow  can  we  but  ex- 
tremely offend  God  by  fo  extreme  rudenefs,  that  when 
he  kindly  invites  us   to  his  table,  we  are  averfe  irons 
coming  thither,  or  utterly  refufe  it?  that  when  he  calleth 
us  into  his  prefence,  we  run  from  him  ?  that  when  he, 
with  his  own  band,  ofiereth  us  ineftimable  mercies  and 
bleffings,  we  rejed  them?  It  is  not  only  the  breach  of 
God's  command,  who  enjoined  us  to  do  this,  but  a  direft 
contempt  of  his  favour  and  goodnefs,  moil  clearly  and 
largely  exhibited  in  this  office.    And  how  can  we  bear 
any  regard  to.oUr  Lord,  or  be  any  wife  fenfible  of  his  gra* 
cious  performances  in  our  behalf,  if  we  are  uhwiDing.  ta 
join  in  thankful  and  joyful  commemoration  of  them? 
How  little  do  we  love  our  own  fouls,  if  we  fufier  them 
to  pine  and  ftarve  for  want  of  that  food  which  God  here 
difpenfeth  for  their  fuftenance  and  comfort?  if  we  be- 
reave them  of  enjoying  fo  high  a  privilege,  fo  ineftimable 
a  benefit,  fo  incomparable  pleafures  as  are  to  be  found 
and  felt  in  this  fervice,  or  do  fpring  and  flow  from  it? 
what  reafonable  excufe  can  we  frame  for  fuch  negled? 
Are  we  otherwife  employed  ?  what  bufinefs  can  there  be 
more  important,  than  ferving  God,  and  faiving  oui^  own 
fouls?    is  it  wifdom,  in  purfuance  of  any  the  great^ 
affair  here,  to  cUfregard  the  principal  concern  of  our 
fouls  ?   Do  we  think  ourfelves  unfit  and  unworthy  to- 
appear  in  God's  pre&nce  ?   But  is  any  man  unworthy  to 
obey  God's  conimands?    Is  any  man  unfit   to  implore 
and  partake  of  God's  mercy,  if  he  be  not  unwilling  io 
do  it  ?    What  unworthinefs  fhould  hinder  us  from  re<> 
membering  our  Lord's  exceflive  charity  towards  us,  .and 
-  thanking  him  for  it  ?  from  praying  for  his  grace ;  from 
refolving  to  amend  our  lives  ?    Mud  we,  becaufe  we  are 
imworthy,  continue  fb  ftill,  by  fhunning  the  means  of 
correAing  and  curing  us  ?  Muft  we  increafe  our  unwor- 
thinefs, by  tranfgreffing  out  duty  ?   If  we  efteem  things 
well,  the  confcience  of  our  finfulnefs  fhould  rather  drive 
us  to  it,  as  to  our  medicine,  than  det^  us   from  it. 
There  is  no  man  indeed  who  mud  not  conceive  and  con- 
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fcfs  himfelf  unworthy ;  therefore  muft  no  man  come  thi- 
ther at  God's  call  ?  If  we  have  a  fenfe  of  our  fins,  and  a 
mind  to  leave  them ;  if  we  have  a  fenfe  of  God's  good* 
nefs,  and  a  heart  to  thank  him  for  it  5  we  are  fo  worthy, 
that  we  (hall  t>e  kindly  received  there,  and  gracioufly  re- 
warded. If  we  will  not  take  a  little  care  to  work  thefe 
difpofitions  in  us,  we  are  indeed  unworthy;  but  the  being 
fo,  from  our  own  perverfe  negligence,  is  a  bad  excufe  for 
the  iiegle6l  of  our*duty»  In  fine,  I  dare  fay,  that  he 
who,  with  an  honeft  meaning,  (although  with  an  imper- 
fis&  devotion,)  doth  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  performance  of 
this  duty,  is  far  more  excuiable  than  he  that  upon  what- 
ever fcore  declineth  it ;  no  fcrupulous  (hynefs  can  ward  us 
from  blame;  what  then  (hall  we  fay,  if  fupine  (loth,  or 
profane  contempt,  are  the  caufes  of  fuch  negle£t  ? 

^ent  defi-      *^Q/n[M^  ydg  ro  ds  Srv^t  ftrpoativott  x/ySuvo^,  oSreo  to  ftij  xoiyawfiy 

ncmieceiita^^  f^^^'^^'^  Se<irya»y  exf/veov,  Xi/xo^  xa)  ^olvoto^,  Avnj  yap  ^ 
Eochariftia  rpaxf ^  rrj$  ^X'is  ^jttav  roi  v§6pot,  r^j  liuvoiag  6  (rivBariLogj  rr^g 
cendit.  9a^^la§  ^  {nr6dt^t§y  ^  fXvl^,  ^  ffom^glctj  ri  ^^,  ij  ^a>^.  ChryJ\ 
Cjf-S^^u.in  I  Cor.  Or.  24. 

Thus  having  briefly  difpatched  the  confiderations  that 
offered  themfelves  upon  thefe  fubje£ls,  I  (hall  conclude 
all  with  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  that  we,  by  his  grace 
and  help,  believing  rightly,  ftrongly,  conftantly,  and  fi- 
nally ;  being  frequent  and  fervent  in  prayer,  and  all  pious 
devotion;  fincerely  obeying  all  Grod's  commandments; 
continuing  orderly,  dutiful,  and  worthy  members  of 
Chrift's  Church,  growing  continually  in  grace,  by  the 
worthy  participation  of  the  holy  facraments,  may  obtain 
the  end  of  our  faith,  the  fuccefs  of  our  prayers,  the  re- 
ward of  our  obedience,  the  continuance  in  that  holy  fo- 
ciety,  the  perkd  confummation  of  grace  in  the  pofleflion 
of  eternal  joy,  glory,  and  blifs ;  which  God  in  his  infinite 
mercy  grant  to  us,  for  our  blefled  Saviour's  fake ;  to 
whom  be  all  glory  and  praife  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 
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